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The Case Against King Bruce
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oruce ‘s ana the Bpider's
and the result o1 tisesar sesc.ion tegoimer oo Dme

an anclent cta.m'-bisu scottish hilside , subrequently wrecked the lives of

miidiong of aiciricansge

gl lnl-ll: 1d i ol REAREM Y BN 2) e
Any scicol boy can telli you wnat nappened there that daye.
pruce tarew h.ilgelf prostrate 1in the mmimamy heather, anc began to

beloan hile late. Hamnemamika Qripping

“what a flop 1 am, Mons" he s .ept repeatinge mtil , :
suwdendy, he noticea djpid 13 mm Thi. sploer was haviug a rather

tough row tu hue nimgeuf.
ihe spider he was using
me was trying (0 spim a welpe M@ Eviacntiy /using inferior

materials, veCalse NEuMM the stuff kept preakinge. anu King Bruce saw
wne
et spiucr take pratfailr after prattfaise

g£0T
UeSpite himgeur ning Bruce B@canm® more and more fascinatede
That P;uu“@rﬁust dildn'y give m  up. wvery tvime he feli,
Lol

nRmmumGnDEE  oe sieply dustea himsel! mmp ofi, grivied his teeth,
giricu ni, lolug and weni back and hualam took another crack at

building that webe
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The Uase Againsi King bruce AERE

2 v
»Y UreBeuss

cocs Beeaz “ 2te! ‘3../

S \
(1 z,bbt'“* '
Unce upun a thueo..aouu:;"me year lol4eee & bCOTLisn iling

nameu Bruce becuiue sort oi psycuctice alter a loung series or Iallures

in leading nis tioope againtt the English , his moraiec was all shot

ana he went 1nto0 aeep UEPregsi0Ne

o:,c{- Se & ub 2 cavch .-."
u.‘;,ud;l'p., Se 4+ 2 9(,{" 2y helb 2+ zl{’ mmk'g)

cowVsvived w\:‘-\ 2 Shiae.~,
@ And tue result oIn ruce s experience wiin unat spider on an
e uas
anclent, dampish bcoutish hiilisiue,/wrcckeu the lives of willious of
Auericawns toaaye.
_ _ LnoL daj
any @féfEan schoolboy can tell you what happeneg; in Bcotlande

pruce Tlung hlusclf uown prosirate lun vhe dripping hewilner. He began

to bemoan his fatce.

P "What an awiul flop 1 am, moni" he repcated cver anu vvers

2 The opider pald hil nov attenuvione s o

m T (10§ Fiaely hazd = b2y _'zH""\""“

¢ 08 r o B e et L et o1 L0 e splilere He notices vhat

tiie ppider wag naving probiens 0. nic owne He was trying to spil a wele
wvicentally he was using inierior materialg, becsuse the stuLf

Kert breaking. and tune spider kcpt taking prattiall atter prattialle
King Bruc-, despiie hirscli, gol mure anu wor. IaSC.inauele

that plucky 4iitle opluer reruseuw tu give upe  LVery tiuwe ke floppea,

byvshed 06F Nis hzatrr
he Merely dusdte—fwmewwer—wifo Inen he grotted nls Leelin, glried

_ L
ls l0lns and wenu back w0 taxe ancther eracx at buliding s welb
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AV ) ST®I ,
1 In my opinion, King Bruce to the contrary notwithstanding, splder

watching doesn't always prove thig happy moral.

I know, because once when I was terribly discouraged, I,too,

watches a spider. But this particular spider wasn't trying to spin a web.
(sbider’
This foolhwas trying to make a lemon Merengue ple,

ENmImem;m

thirty five heart rending attempts,
Ty
he nowhere at all and his kitchen Wag 8 messe

ShoeckKim
Crevy w-:-arvv%

It was from him that I learned a m - lecson:
TOstwever -
There are some things that some animals M& ca;?:complish,

¥ : ’ T
T Hvgin g ~try/srs Bgzih o tA \ .
# 8o, instead of%—wﬁn a Job that wes 1k \oom!,/,.

advised the espider to do the same.

changed my occupation ang
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Today at least one member of every family I know has made

a botch
amieRs of his life because of that incident.

King Bruce's victory to the contrary notwithstanding,
mpjiglom  our great American creed of Btilck-to-it-iveness can be a mighty

dangerous thing. ami -?}

i thia : ey
T know M fmym o & paybens ]

fir t haﬁd frbm féo 1l experiemc
eggg.fi.ge. Once W was;Eerribf§ discouraged I, too, watched a

gpider for ingpiration.

But this particular gpider wasn't tﬁ&ng to spin a webe
Thie fool spider was trying to make a lemon merdngue pile.

After twenty two million heartrrending attempts, he got nowhere at

ah all and his kitchen was a messge

Bbmmas fPom this gpider teat I learned a mmamymusiimm
lesson quite different from the one King Bruce learneds This wybrdmmy

pamm cpider looked at me,mmmmshrugged his shoulders§’ and announced $

"oHERE ARE SOME THINGS THAT SOME ANIMALS JUST NEVER CAN ACCOMPLISH."

-
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I HAD an aunt whp tried for hminmb thirty two years to become a member
of the Daughers of the -Apericam Revolution. B8he wore put a thousand gross
of .penckls filling out application blanks. And the D.ARe rejected mmmmpmm
/4e
ENNBEmOmE eVery one, because my aunt was born in Kleinschwartzen‘baeh,Gemany,
and was only eligible as a member mmfi of the Daughters of the

Himm Kleinschwartzenbach Revolutione
Just think of what king Bruce did mmm to Ber life.

a great uncle who tried for almost
a quarter of a cen‘hury, day in day out, to

L AR T R s I

A % Q ‘.‘ri '\")‘l[
- \g ‘Uﬂ

K ¢ ‘{)5 ’frti)“‘ / 2 {{
§C /JA/{}

My step-sisters step-son was another such case. He's been trying
interminably
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The American muecess myth , that anypne can do anything p

Sﬂc K*'rb'.r‘f‘k(‘v(ﬁ;e;j Nl /‘TQ

/PRAVE
There are some thinge that some people Just can't doe. /
=—w—=.‘!'“‘_'_-.:_:-_i__ o ¥
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i, Calede BA e | ¥ MGl
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Yyl r o5 + '
‘f"o‘\ oV ¥ YA qrz» € &‘RMM AR
W 24 Y succeed in selling amy

There are ge ma.ny knockwurst galegmenn who will never pmbfhimmmnp
One pupce pf

knockwurst, no matter how many door bells they l:m ring. &d no matter
how many spidere they watche. € vevy wocl e | ,

Ingtead of watehing spiders... cameoleons. (change)

Many 1s the unsuccessful knockwurst saleseman who could be
himgelf .
noneranfinhipngnnn turn/j_nto a fammbomate o top flj_sht meu@acffver ﬁ-
0% ballet shoe Y} olith
or a phenominally outgtanding keyhole ingpector.

%& wrekevS
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¢oincidente

As a result of this advice I quith my Job (which by oad

coincidence was also making lemon mmmibmpammime mmph- meringue piles,
a profession for vtich I/ha.Qo talents what.ever.).

| Wi Bs
Thie fgmhimeds the first time I hadkver become a QUETMERE quitter.
uickly E(s:.ny' \
And I/learned that thie nation despised m quittere. People mnnmnnh

looked the other way when I passed them on the street. I could

tmmnwidpomeing  hear them whispering, FTTEEEmTTT—thmbm—""itor .

falled to see thinge through. Usam —Unelismmesn. ®r Didn't keep his nose
to the grindstone. He let rhmmear his associates at tim

mfiivamime  Charlie Henderson's lemon Meringue Factory

Quitting is un-American. It is not in omm  the mimmg
Bomme  Tom Swift-Rover Boys Tradion m#m- which is kept burning brightly

2N Aﬂ'\"’f{_ | PN

o ‘— e
W0 Loome® whp wlll
eEwurst, no matter

ISCTNOYE mafiv-mas
eedling opé

v
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Yo

Our slogan is "Eeep at it lad. Never say diel "

- &

elfdiglal ksl pdgu iy @iuscigisloRongu el &d.,

ohah*y
That's why this country is full oqﬁunhappy knockwurst salesmene

_ unthappy
Many is the ummmecemefiud knockwurst salesman who willl never il
gsucceed in gelling
one ounce of knockwurgt no matter how many door belle he may ring.
But he dare not quit his jJob becauge of King Bruce's gplders
H's to show the folks that he has what 1t takesy o, o e

~§ood old
e aotiae ctick-to=itivenees.

Mogt of these miserable knockwust salenesmen could easlly
turn themselves into top flight manufacturers of ballet shoe polish
become
or fhenomenally successful keyhole inspectarse But that gpider

wont let theme.
The same sad thing was true about my poor dmh Aunt  Gretchen.

Once she started on a project ghe never gave upe She spent twenty two
years trying and trying again to become a member of the Daughters of

the American Revolution o @ Bhe wore out a thousand gross of expensive
dmed pencils £1lling out one application blank efter anofhel.

them
The DeAsRo rejJected evéry one, becuase my aunt was born in

Kleingchwartzenbach , Bavaria , and the only group of daughters wim
fr which she was el#igible was the Daughters of the‘Kleinachwartzenbach.“9"?"‘

Revolution. Just think of mim what that spider d4id to her 1ifel

fidg Her son, incidentally, was another tragic casep, But
dmmmmih I won't do into that onee Tpere are plenty of tragie cases
you can find in your own famlly.
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And, mhomsm _ebove’ 211, whipus stay abey TPOR splers—e—"

o

¢

And I think you all ought to call all your families togther ang

L mmnuEnmmmn J""lj‘]llll'il"“i‘

tell that that Stick-to-itiwencss
from here on in 1s out and that anyone who wants to be a gultter imm
In the future has your blessing.

FaNOE D I8 BVHGERY, )9 R 22N SR g MR R

Jour
After that, take i famlly down cellar and shoot spiders.
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After three hundred ang Tifty thousang attempts, his stick-to-

1t-liveness pald off. He produced a perfect webl
Then he lookeg at King Bruce and he winked and he said:

“"IF AT FIRST YOU DON'T SUCCEED, TRY, TRY AGAIN."

-

Whereupon King Bruce said to the gpider, "Mon, you sure know how
to put a message over." .

Completely cured of his psychosis, the king lept to his feet,

waved hls battle ax and chased the English army all the
way back to Londone

Lol S

Today at least one member of every family I know has made

" 2 hht
a botech of his 1ife because of that 1ncident. Wrg'lve &akeh Vhe gy
2 Caledonyy, SbuJer Bnd tvined [+ isto I Awericdw Gosbel .

King Bruce's victory to the contrary notwithstanding,

our
Anerican Creed of Btick=-to-itfiveness

i1s a mighty dangerous things I know

inhdnpnths thils from personal experience. Once when I was

terribly dlecouraged I, too, watched a spider for inspiration.

Copyright Dr. Seuss Enterprises, L.P., All rights reserved
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mnmournfanddycc ircles

Quitting is Un-Americane.

tradition which we ©bullt up out of that gilly spider yarn. Our
B B

tradition iz "Keep at 1t, lad. Never say dleoffo

It's not in the tom=-S8wift-Rover Boys

"When your team ig trailing by thirteen touuchdowns mmm
tuo never
® secondg left to play, dmmbm~¢

believe that yoﬁ are beaten.
You may fracture your thorax doing it, but you can win that gameld "

@n We keep this tradition burning brighly in family circles
thrgughout our land.

= de
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The Case Aga.j_nst._ King Bruce T?‘at Sc r';b b
by Dr.Seuss \\“H

e %
Y

cooe

Once upon a time,.,(approximately in the year of 1314),.,
a Beottish ¥m. king mamed Bruce became sort of psychotice. After a

long series of fallures in leading his troops against the English, his

morale was all ghnt and he went into deep deprecsion.

The king was unable to consult mhih a2 psychlatrist because no
ajofithhrist, as yet,ohadiset up a mmem  couch in that vieinitye
Bo King Bruce oﬂ.Bcotland.qonsulted with a spidere.

And what happeﬂﬁ that day on an ancient dampish Bcottich
hlllside eVentual¢y wrecked the lives of millions of modern &mericanse.
Pavingesthnelivepsetanlsi®ayou, Were 1s what transplreds
The de Jected king threw himself down prostrate in the dripping heatler

before the mmk spidere. He began to bemoan his fatee

"What an awful flop 1 am, monf" he sald over and over again,

The + gplder pald hin no attention ;- ‘

Finally the king took a long look at the spider and he notlced
that the spider was having problems of hls owne He was trying to bulld
a webe

Evidentally he was using inferior materials Dbecause the
stuff kept breaking,6 And the spilder kept taking prattfell after prattfall.

King Bruce, despite himself, got mofe and more fascinated.
That plucky little spider refused to glve up. Every time he fell,
he merely brushed off his pante, grfitted hls teeth, girded his

loins and went back to teke another crack at bullding his webe.
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After three hundred ang fifty thousand attempts, his stick=to~ it=

lveness pald offe. He produced a perfect web! Then he looked at King Bruce
and he galdt

"IF AT FIRST YOU DON'T SUCCEED, TRY, TRY AGAIN,"

Whereupon King Bruce said to the spider, "Mon, you sure know

how to put a message over."

Completely cured-of hls psychosis, the king lept to his feet,

waved hls battle ax and chased the English army all the way back to Londone

Vedtdr
Scottish

SBomehow or other, that/spider's g e has come down through the
In our Countvy, .
centuries and crossed the Atlantic ocean. AWe've taken this ﬁm(e\eéo\t%

W)
Spider Talk ang G 3 it mtoa,ni{}reat American Gospelfaghll you have to do

to succeed is keep%?rying.“ And today, at lecast one mem{:er of every fmhd
family I know has made a botch of his life because efréidi@impospiders

wﬁt 0% 3 sbhilers Shedly wise cvack.
King Bruce's victory to the contrary notwithstanding, the

Migioee Crecd of Btick-to-it-ivencss 1y a mighty phededTrrprsterre
wmisle2dihg bhilssraphy. -

I know thls from personal experience. Once when I was terribly digcouraged

—
———

d'&-\ﬂero\u aué—

I, too,watched a spider for inspiration.

But this particular spider wasn't trying to spin a web. This

fool gplder was trylng to make a lemon meringue plee ;
W HE tvied 2.1 he tvied , o8 He +vicd 2.4 he +ried.
® After thirty three million heart-rending attempts, he got

nowhere at all and B his kitchen was a mess. —

olé

442+ browves +R 2t the Birvces

- From thie spider I learncd a lesson enifirelr @ifforent=2%nm
Sblder w24 fzut_jt‘hﬁ ﬂ‘-guﬁ‘h hit hat.

King=dwwewds. ¥ndy cpider looked at me through haggard eyes. Then he

shrugged his weary shoulders and M saids

-
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Quitting is un-American. @M It's not in the Mommin
Tom Bwift~Rover Boy tradition which we have built up out of imubm

C AR IO 18 1V0 ez 11 KSR R 52 Mg

of the mouthings of a spider.

In our famlly circles we hugeup

L L T I Y

MM U SN mynninm

ingtruct our treustins young

dlgishaighvia <

R LU T S T A T

armiheadenofuomengounga  that"Perseverence will conquer
anything, no matter what the odde" i

“"Always keep at 1t,ladanN9ver say die! When your team
is trailiné by thirteen touchdowns and there ig only one half a second
dideft to play, for goodness sake don't ecver ge

Aeminnmb yOU."VE

been beaten. - You may fracture your thorax doing it, but

you can win that gamel®

We keep this beliefe burning brightly in the mnmidmos

souls of our children. And that's why so many American thoraxes get
fractured, '

Copyright Dr. Seuss Enterprises, L.P., All rights reserved




Je

As a result of this advice, I quit my Job (which, by

odd coincidence was_also making lemon meringue piles, a profession for which

I had no talents whatever)e

This 1g the firgt time I had ever become a Quitters
And I quickiy learned that thils natlion despises any @uittem Pcople
looked the other way when I passed them on the streete. I could hear
them whispering, "He falled to see things throughe. Didn't keep hie nose

to the grmdstone._-_-__ﬁe let his assoclateg at FrErrSS=Ressewawrts
S .Q
lemon Meringue ﬂ&m Factory downo"

-

o P O LR

That's:'%ﬁy T AP T e unhappy
knockvurst salesﬁ:en. Many is the@ knockwurst salesman who will
never succeed in gelling one ounce of knockwurst no matter how many
door bells he may ring.

But he dareynot quit his Job because of King Bruce's spidere.
He's got to show the folks that he has what it takes...good 01d qu'l'Sj
stick-to-it~-ivenesse.

Mogt of these miserable knockwurst salesmen could easily
turn themselves into top flight manufacturerg of ballet shoe polish
or even become phenomonally outgtanding keyhole inspectorse. But that

long dececased splder with a Scottish burr makes it impossible for them

to say, Mlttadat 'I've had [t."

- -
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The same sad thing was true about my poor Aunt Gretchens
Once she started on any project, ghe never gave uUpe. She spent
twenty two years trying and trying again to become a member of the
Daughters of the American Revolution. B8he wore out a thousand gross
of expensive pencils filling out one application blank after another.

The DeAsRe rejected them, every one,because my aunt was borm
In Kleinschwartzenbach, Bavaria, and the only group of daughters for
which she was eligible wae the Daughters of the Kleinschwartzenbach
Bavaria Revolutlon. Just think of what that spider did to her lifel

Her son, Incidentally, was another tragic case. But I won't go
Into that one. There are plenty of tragic cases you can find irn mmm

your own familyo.

g,

g number of

be 2p81164 by

Once you.startlocking, e -~
. = gy 0 ',“v‘e ‘t 1 . "”y'our amgy//I
s —" -- ’ -‘--v—-----./.'."_ . /.q-/:‘,
o g

horrible ingtanees-you dlsgetere

e,

hive the follow :
. p—— -
fett ). oRd tell them
< e il
~ghat SIck-toz4dt=lvencsse

from here 8 o-ffant s tgmeﬁd’; Quitter
1n tl‘le /.'-:, DU

After ppg;,fw&atia;g#";6‘ﬁbw§pmﬁiiar and shoot spiderse

F
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Once you start looking, you'll be appalled by the number
of horrible instancee you discoverce.oohopelessly struggling painters
who shoulan't ke ev'en:?brying.....impossibly untalented poete who
should quit-a.ncl take up phrenologyessecohopelessly bad phrenologists
who should quit ST T poeeEE. D] Leooh-e lpoe+J‘.
Meke a quick survey, and after you've made 1t, I have the

followlng suggestion to offer:

let's all get all of our families all together and tell them
that Btick-té-it-ivenesa from here on in 1o out. Iet's imbue them with +he

annew new American Credo that a Quitter, sometimes, le o pidirby—lowdpmind——"
very brilliswt guy.
After that, let's all ® go down cellar and shoot spiders,
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