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It was his ICES experience that convinced him that the
Pacific Ocean would be well served by a similar
institution, and with typical Wooster charm, tact, and
diligence, and calling upon some 30 years of
international experience, he led the effort which resulted
in the establishment of the North Pacific Marine Science
Organization (PICES) in 1992. It was natural that he
became its first Chairman, a position he has held until
1996. PICES began with four members (Canada, China.
Japan, and the United States) and expanded by fifty
percent (Russia - one of the original negotiating parties
and Korea formally became members) during Warren's
tenure. PICES now has a wide variety of working
groups on subjects ranging from data exchange to the
effects of birds and mammals on marine resources,
has published one review volume (on the Okhotsk
Sea), and has another in preparation (on the Bering
Sea). Itis well on its way to achieving its goal of
providing to its members the same range and quality of
services as ICES.

Not all of Warren’s contributions to the infrastructure
of oceanography have been at the international level.
He has logged a dozen years as member or chair of
committees and boards of the National Research
Council of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences. He
chaired a federal committee charged with coordinating
the use and structure of the various research vessels
controlled by U.S. universities, and in the mid-seventies
he served two years on the Presidentially appointed
National Advisory Committee on Oceans and
Atmosphere. From 1973-76 he was Dean of the
Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences
of the University of Miami, at the time one of the half
dozen largest and most important academic
oceanographic centers in the United States.

All of this was done while maintaining a continuing
record of scholarly activity. His earliest papers, the first
of which was published in 1949, were in chemical
oceanography. About 1955 he began expanding into
regional oceanography, and ten years later his first
papers in fisheries oceanography began to appear. And
he hasn’t stopped! In 1991 he delivered a scientific
paper on hydrobiological variability at a symposium
honoring the 70th anniversaries of himself and four
other senior ICES colleagues.

In all, Warren Wooster has published nearl y fifty papers
in oceanography on subjects as varied as the Somali
current of the Indian Ocean and the Peru Current of the
South Pacific; on techniques for measuring phosphate
at sea and the definition of salinity; on the relationship
of fisheries recruitment to oceanographic conditions:
and whether the decline of marine mammals can be



attributed to a lack of food. In 1994 he co-authored
two papers describing decadal changes in both ocean
and fisheries conditions in the eastern Pacific. He has
published an almost equal number of papers (forty) in
marine affairs, on subjects as far ranging as law of the
sea, marine resources, and international marine science
institutions. And finally, he has served as editor of five
books on oceanography and marine affairs. In sum, he
has a record as a publishing scholar that stretches over
more areas and more years than all but a very few, and
itis arecord established while leading the life of one of
this era’s premier contributors to the health and well
being of international ocean science.

Like most of his generation of oceanographers, Warren
Wooster became one almost by chance. He was an
undergraduate chemistry student at Brown University,
but upon graduation found himself in the U.S. Navy in
the middle of World War II. After three years in the
Navy he found the graduate chemistry laboratories at
the California Institute of Technology too confining and
followed one of his Brown professors to the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography. He was the only student
in chemical oceanography when he arrived in 1947.

Surplus naval vessels became research ships after World
War 11, and suddenly doing research at sea became
possible, but few had any experience. Professors and

students all learned together, and Warren soon became
one of the best. When T arrived as a student at Scripps
in 1951, Warren, still without his PhD, had already led
one major expedition to the Gulf of Alaska and was
about to lead another to the eastern tropical Pacific, a
region where he would make a number of significant
contributions over the next twenty years. Much of what
I'learned about being an expedition leader I learned on
that first cruise with Warren. We all knew our
responsibilities, and Warren made a point of knowing
what each of us was doing. He continued to spot check
all the data and oversee all the procedures. One quickly
learns that at sea there are few opportunities to repeat
botched observations. They are either done correctly,
or one must wait for the next ship. Between 1950 and
1970, Warren Wooster led seven oceanographic
expeditions, spending more than a year at sea. He never
came home empty handed.

During his long and illustrious career Warren Wooster
has contributed much to the health and well-being of
our science, and he is not finished yet. Although he
formally retired from the University of Washington in
1991, he still rides his bike daily to the office. In 1995
he graduated two masters degree and one PhD degree
student and has recently taken on a new student. Our
community is indeed fortunate that a tour in the Navy
transformed a laboratory chemist to a sea-going one.
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Warren S. Wooster and Roger Revelle at Spencer F. Baird, July 1953




