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One morning in October brought me a letter from Mr. J.C. H

Harper, editor of this memolr, asking me to assist in - memorial
to ¥1ss Scripps, for the reason, he said, that I had been more
closely assoclated with her than anyone else in her work for
women and girls. He referred especially to her interests in club
work ~s an educational factor in thelr lives.

By a strange coincldence-- all coincidences are strange, are
they not?-- at the moment of receiving his letter I was writing
~of Mise Scripps. in a book of my own. I shall therefore take the
liberty of quoting freely from that book since it covers the
same ground in several matters.

"Never shall I forget my first glimpse of Ellen Browning

original
Seripps. It was on our survey trip to La Jolla. We went
out late on Saturday afternoon to svend the week=-end in order
that Vr. Ritter might explore the shore in thet region. On the
little rattling train I noticed a small, inconspicuous, plainly-
dressed woman who attracted my attention because she was so dif-
ferent fr~m the other passengers. I studied her as she sat diagon=-

ally across the car and a little in front of our seat. I decid-

ed she had the plainest face I had ever seen, yet 1t was attrac-

tive.



We stopped at a station. BShe looked out of the window
and quickly rose, went to the door and waved to three small
children seated in a buckboard drawn by an old white horse and
driven by an aged negro. As she waved and smiled at the children
whom I later learned were those of her brother Fred, her face
1it up with such a sweet expression that I exclaimed, *Oh, how
beautiful she ia.' The plain features were 1illumined By a spirit
of such grandeur that they were transformed.

This was a fitting introduction to the character of the woman
who became a most intimate friend and assoclate for s quarter
of a century."”

This incident was characteristic of Xlss Secripps. At least
it indicated three of her strongest characteristics: First,
the habit of sitting in deep meditation instead of chattering
with those about her-- not day-dreaming, but thinking. And how
few people really think. Seeondly, the platnness of her dress
irdicating her habit of self-denlal which amounted almost to self-
immolation. She used to say to me often, 'No -ne needs less to
eat or to wear than I.' And it was true. She was abstemious
in eating and simple in dress. The hat she wore when I first saw
her was of sevérél vintages past and she wore the same hat at
least for two or three years longer.

lhe third characteristic evinced in my first glimpse of
Miss Scripps was her devotion to her family. ‘he love which il-
lumined her facé as she greeted those babies welled up from the

depths of a mother's heart. This love for her family was not for



1ittle children alone but for all the generations of the tri-
partite famlly groups.

A striking illustration of her devotlion.to famlly was shown
by her attitude toward the oldest member of the group, a half-

sister, the child of her father's first marriage. He was mar-
ried thfee times. Ellen was one of six children of the second
wife after whose death the father brought his family from the -
héart of London where they had lived, to the small town l?ush-
ville, Illinois in the United States. Ellen was then feuraﬁhd‘a
half years old.

To understand Ellen Seripps and her 1life work one must have a

bit of her background from earliest years. She was of nure Tng-

ligh heritage. Her father's third wife was an American woman ..o

re
s tha
bore him &eer children. When the thi child, Virginia, was born,

the mother was an invalid and the baby was placed 11 Tllen's care.
Three years later the last child, Edward Willis was lald in her
arms at birth, to be cared for as a child of her own. Thus, at
the age of elghteen she virtually becaume the mother of these two

children.
Virginia lived her entire life with her sister, but the

companionghip which exlsted between Ellen and her brother Edward,
who. became. the great editor, existed until his death. The rela-
tionship was not only unique but was a factor of vital importance
in the lives of both and neither can be understood without an
understanding of the other.

Caring for the baby, Edward during his infaney, he tells that
when he was foﬁr'years 0ld she Ellen gathered all the chilldren

sround her knees and taught them all-- taught him his letters anc

to read. .
Later she undertook the care of her eldest invalid sister;



a widow with two small children who lacked sufficient means of
support. Elien not only d4id the housework but taught school

to ald in caring for the family. Edward was a pupril in this
school and continued his education during his early vears under
his sister,who added to her labors by writing for a newspaper,

The Detroit News, conducted by her brother James.

In spite of her many duties Ellen attended ¥nox College,
I1lonots, cne of the first to admit women stundents, from which
she graduated at the awe of twenty-three. 1t w:t she who Instilled
the ide-~ of college trairing into “dward's mind. To earn money
for it he tppk a vosition as '!printer!s devil" and newsboy with
the Detroit News,'his brother James' paper, This was after the
Bivil 7Jar, and imbued with the war=time spirit, both he and Ellen

became newspaper writers and later he established a small paper

of his own, the Cleveland Press, the forerunner of the Scripps-Mcilae

chain of newspapers over the 'mited States, and the source of their
fortune. This wns no get-riech~quick fortune, but one built up by
unusual brain power, business acumen, vision and hard work.

Nuring all her newspaper l1ife WMis: Lerin s wrote a colurm n
Affalrs of the Day the /Jorld Over and as time has proved this was
the Beginning of "feature writing".

Thus Ellen Scripps was the original columnist and "feature .
writer"., She was always a partner and business assoclate of her
brother whose genlius she recognized when others considerd him only
a queer boy and later a freak.

Edward was @ born experimentalist-- as much as any explorer
or laboratory scientist. He was also a bellever in the common =an,
and it wvas for this clas+ that he established his rennv rapers.

|
But whenever his luxurious Imagination prodred him into dubloms

'
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projects he carried them, as he did everything to his sister Ellen
for her oninion; and he listéned to her advice. Some of his bus-
iness experiments cost him heavily in actual money. So he was
keenly alive to the need of a check-up on his tendencies. "Sister
Ellen" was his matn reliance in this. He used to tell rnir. .!itter
that when he got some interesting but rather dubious rroject into
his head he always "took it to Ellen", before cowing to s final
decision. ”And”‘he would say with a peculiar 1little twist of his
head, "1r =he said,'now Ed you bhetter think twice on this,'. I
was pretty sure to think twice and usually te decide T had better
alter mv nlans considerably or give them up altogether.

Thu~ Tor thirty vears this close Intimacvy of sister and bootho
business pa. tners and intelloecltual companlons, continued 'imhrokan

‘hen Zdward's health falled 1len went with hiv to wurope
vhere they srent a year and a half travell n- and studving lan,,
and literature. _'he .o rot witr 1+ »o-_-e» at the time of "is
death which occured on liarch 17, 19248 of” the west coast of africa
during a two year crulse on his yacht. This wes seven and a h 1T
Tears before Yis sigter ended her ¢ reer of bnilding and glvin,
which he had Tastigotode.

D) < 4

s>everal vears after the "urompean trt: she cove with hee ot
o v
- 'Y t a . . . ..
Tdward and his HtYIe family to san Siego,€alifornia, where 'hey

invested ir the great liin@mar ranch.

ig the newspanrsi ventures inecreased 'n nvibers and "n vl 1

Wis Seripn s brought the "am’ly of her invalld ylster to <an "i<co
- Tl
and proridied a horm for them. She loter hullt o wome “or hercels 1u

Ta Jolla inorder to make a home for another *nvalin sist >~ o o1

of &h~rTatowis, and for her woingesh sisher Tirginian, out horoo v



all these years, regardless of other v»ressing duties, the close
coemmanionsnip with her brother Ldward was paramount. 3he had lived
at Mirmar several years, but after establishing her home in La Jolla
he visited her regularly every week, "to talk things over with Ellen"

he said.

The years sped by and when we went to San Diego for the pur:iose
of establishing a Biological laboratory in that vlicinity we met tre
Scripps famlily for the first time. Miss Ellen Scrirps was then a
woman of seventy and her brother, Edward, already recognized as a
power in the newspaper wor%d, was ﬁ}:ty-two vears of ace.

The friendship which g;;;?’éggﬁiﬂged between hiss Scrin s and
my husband and me (Dr. Ritter, a professof zoology at the Univesrsitw
of California) though hased on different grounds. was insrired not
alone bv re~sonal congeniality but also hy mutual intereats, QOur
first common interest was the development of the Marine Laboratory
on the La Jolla beach, a temporary structure. In thks enterprise
Miss Scrivps was the chief contributor and her interest in the work
crew steadlly until 1ts comrletion 1n the simmer of 1995 when the
laboratory was first occunied. Until 160! it was used =mainlv by
summer groups of University professors and students.

In 1906 my husband and I planned a trin to Jaran, intending to
continue the journey around the world. The winter had been spent
in La Jolla for the purnose of developing all-the-year-round obsrr-
vations, and a full time assistant had heen emploved.

During this winter's residence my acquaintance with Mis~ Zcrinps

had become more intimate, partly because of wr having ‘oined the
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:La Jolla VNomen's Clﬁb in which Miss Scrip;s was deeply interested
as she considered it a worthy factor 1n community development.

This brief residence in La Jolla was but the first installment
of a year's leave of absence fpitgthe University gfor the d¢ further
advancement of the plans of the blological sea=-shore laboratory, and
for a trip to the Orient.

The time spent in Japan was to be given to studying marine
laboratories there. Miss Scripps decided to go with us and was
ful?l of enthusiasm over the prospective trip until thc sudden

death of her oldest sister's daughter changed her plans.



It required but little thought on Miss Secripps' part to
conclude that 1t was her duty to remain near her sorrowing and
helpless sister for whom she had provided a home and nurses for
many years. No arguments could persuade her to relinquish her
Plan to remain wesdr her sister. It was declded later on that the
-youngerslster, Virginlia, would accompany us to Japan. As we
were to spend a month in “onolulu with friends, we sailed for
the islands in Jahuary,,1906,,where Miss Virginlia jolned us in
February. She brought a letter from her sister from which I
quote evidences of genulne pleasure in her self-sacrifice and

devotion to two medbers of her family suffering from froxm illness.

"This is wilishing you a continuation of perfect salling for
the rest of your trip; and a glorious time on terra firma. . .
I shall try to f»llow at your heels when you land again. If only
1 were sniritualized enough to go ;;? a little journey in ay cs-
tral body!

"Of course I shall think of you often; but only with delight
for you, not with regret for myself. I am enough of a believer
in the eternal Present not to deplore the "might-have-been."

I ~ouldn't make people understand why I had to abandon the trip
and so I did not try. Their "obtuseness" surprised me. 3ut
perhaps it 1s only because of a different mental structure. It
wasn't a case of "ought" with me at all-- simply a case of "must".
- It may be there were other leading s that Idgig“pet gee =2t first,
but begin to see now. You know my brotheqkis with me and I am
conscious that it may be the last time we are togetner. I

cannot tell you what a Joy it is to me to have hlim here as he ig--
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happy and content; so thoroughly enjoying everything. It seems-
a fitting termination to so active a 1life as his has been. I had
feared he would hcove chafed under the forced inaction and the

s8imple quiet 1life. 5But he has taken to it so ~indly and so appre-

clatively and seems so happy in it, that it more than compensates

me for any loss I have had.
"But we wont talk of 'loss' as though there were of could be
such a thing. Everything must be gain, though we don't always

know it."

It was not until 1909 that we moved permanently to La Jolla
in order to oversee the construection of the first building on the
new sight acqgilred for a permanent laboratory. To Mr. Scripns

belongs the credit of what at first seemed =n extravagant solu-
Blological

tion to the question of a location for the iarine Institution.

For a nominal sum a pueblo of one hundred and seventy acres was

secured two miles north of Lg Jolla, with an ocean frontage of

one-half mile.

¥iss Scripps erected this first bullding in memory of her
hrother George, who had been a lover of shore 1life.

Both Mliss Scripps and ir. Edward Scripps were becoming more
and more interested in the Biological Tnstitution and a very close
friendship was growing up between Mr. Scripps and Mr. Ritter.
While the iaboratory building was under consiceration he had
sald to ‘r. Ritter, "Ritter, I want you to get =y silgter rllen so
deeply interested in this project that she will forget her age.
She i1s seventyone and our family drop off at seventy-one or seven-

ty-two years, and I know Ellen 1is thinking about it. I want her

to become so absorbed in something that the next two or three
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years will pass befoareshe realizes it. So I am golng to urge
her to build this laboratory in memory of our brother George."

Thé:he added, "She was so poor in her younger days that she has
never been able to feei riche Now I want her to give away all
her surplus money instead of leaving it for me to attend to. I
know she has made me executor of her estate and I want her to
make her benefactions during her own life."

By persuading Miss Scripps to bulld the Memorlal Laboratory
for Georgqﬂéprippa who had Had sclentific tastes,he had hprled
her into an orgy of building and giving that caused her heether
to utter words of warning latey,all to no effeect. She had truly
learned the joy of giving and the pleasure of ﬁullding seemed
to fascinate her. 8She was stlill bullding Seripps College, one
of the group of Claremont Colleges, when she passed away in Aug-

ust 1932 at the age of n@noty-lix .

But this orgy of b:ilding ‘as I have called it was probably not
80 Aalve as 1t seems. About this time the George H. Scripps estate
had been gsettled and her share in the Scrlpps newspacers was more
than doubled. This estate Mlss Scripps and her brother looked
upon as a trust to be used for the good of humanity.

Previous to becoming interested in the Biological Institu-
tion Miss Seripps had been gemerous beyond measure to the needv
members of her own family and to various organizations listed
in her large donationg but sh§u§%Ver erected a building for
public use and seeing one take permanent form seemed to fascinate

wervnaa,
her and the local library, .the leesl club house, ,
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play grounds and hospital followed in rapid succession, the
bullding of the laboratory.

Miss Seripps was interested not only in education per se,
but in eivic, state and national welfare. SRe had always been
deeply interested in the advancement of women and had beem a
greater worker in securing their enfranc?tsement. She consid-
ered, with many others, that the womens' clubs were a means of
education for the ordinary woman in all such matters. The leeal
@lub which she had had a part in bullding up was faring ﬁ:::f;‘
those days. It had for years occupled a rented bullding and when
this was so0ld no suitable place could be found as a substitute.
Migs Seripps therefore arranged a room in her own house for the

meetinge temporarily.
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But to return to the building of the laboratory at La Jolla.
It fell to my lot to o&ersee the erection of this building as
the visits of the San Diego architect were less frequent than
could have been wished for. Posslbly 1t was thls takk that led

Mlss Scripps later to impose on me another one with thles same as-

¢hitect. 'S ‘ ) .

Mig s . < . o yic v:therfjfan
in the cAdmmey /8 2ul: b Ehd , ; : 4\ﬂ?‘g; bed

hough she was not a

member of any.

One day she sent for me and told me she had made up her mind
to build a club house 1f I would undertake to oversee it. Her

1dea was to erect a simple cottage-like bullding to cost about

seven or elght thousand dcllars. Before the architect had finished

his plans, however, we were launehed upon the construction of a
forty thousand dollar concrete building. The archiaect was the
one who had built our laboratory, (;he La Jolla 1ﬂbrary, a gift of
Miss Scripps to the town,\and the Bishop's School to which she
had been 2 liberal contributor. Knowing of further day=-dreams
of the town's benefactress, he insisted that the c¢lub house be
of concrete, in keeping with the other bulldings then in exis-
tence as well as those to come.

The ¢lub house was many months in process of construction.
Miss Seripps gave an extra five thousand dollars for the furnish-
ings, which included not only seats, tea-tables, dishes and an
entire culinary outfit, but also beautiful hangings for windows
and stage and several Oriental rugs.

To support this expensive ¢lub house and 1ts gardens was

no easy taRg for the small village club. Annual dues had to be
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ralsed from one to five dollars and an initiation fee charged.
At the same time 1t was Jjecessary to treble the membership to have
even a working basis.

v1gs Bordppe was extremely desirous tiat the club should be
democratlic and open to all women in the community wishing to par-
ticipate in 1ts ac'tivities. ror this purpose she offered twenty-five
memberships to residents of the village, hoping in this way to
induce women unable to afford the initial expense, to joln the club.

In addition, pay entertalnments of all sorts-- lectures and
concerts were given. Outside aa well as home talent was requlsi-
tioned. A pageant representing twenty-six Shakespearean plays
was glven by the club; A Greek play, Agamemnon, was also staged.
This meant hard work for all of us and all took part, even Mias
Scripps who was leader in the uUreek chorus as well as a character
in the Shakespearean pageant. The amount of money raised for war
beneficences by such club efforts was outstanding.

Having the only good hall.in the village, .we counted on ren-
tals as one source of revenue. But., later, another day-dream of
the woman who had learned to give, materlialized, conferring a great
blessing on the community but largely reducing the club's source
of revenue. Thlis occurred when Miss Scripps bought two blocks of
properties opposite the ciub house, had sixteen hcuges moved off

Onto vacant lots and gave the City of San Diego carte blanche to

build playgrounds for La Jolla, with a community house for free
gatherings of all sorts. This community house, the playgfbunds
and tennls courts are used daily by young and old.

Miss Scripps was more interested in the civiec than in the

commercial advancement of the community. She subscribed to all



denominations of churches equally though she was not a member
of any. Thls d1d not indlcate that she was lrrellgious. On the
contrary, she was a deeply religious woman, but not orthodox.

To quote from another memoir: "In her early life Miss Scripps

wags a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Rushville; of

the Congregational Church in Galesburg while in college and, on

her return to Rushville, of the Presbyterian Chureh from which

she withdrew in 1879, probably because of heresy trials among the
Presbyterians and the fact that the church then frowned on women's
participation in its public services. 8he never thereafter un-
l1ted with any denomination, although she was & regular contribu-
tor to gll churches in La Jolla, asslsted in building thelr
houses of worship and was a diligent student of the Bible."

Miss Scripps was deeply interested in education and made
large contributions to her Alma Mater and other women's colleges.
This interest culminated in the building of Scripps\g College,
one of the group of Claremont Colleges.

Regarding the training of children she once remarked, "If
older people only realized how children.feel'! A4s a child I hated to
be forced to do anything. . . I hated the word 'must'. If my el=-

dgrs could only have understood me.bettery things might have been

different." '
Thlis characteristic of Miss Scripps-- that she could not

be forced or dominated-- remained a characteristlc during her
entire 1ife. Yet a more tolerant woman I never knew. She had a
wonderful faculty of seeing both sldes of a proposition and keen
she was in her guerles as to the other side of any oroposition

brought to her attention, whether it was an avpeal for finsncizal
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ald, a matter of civiec advancement or of world interest.

During all her years of club work, from the age of seventy
to eighty-five, Miss Scripps' experience in newspaper writing re-
sulted in a beneflit to us in many able papers which she prepared
not for our club alone but for the conventions of county or dis-
trict federations, held@ thereabout.

To attend the meetings of these various federations, which
Misg Seripps and I did together, in many parts of the county, re-
quired long automobilé& trips. This was during the transition
period from the horse and carriage stage to that of the common
use of the automobile. There were already many machlnes in La

Jolla but Miss Scripps was not one of the early possessors.
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&;Z?he story of her first automoblle illustrates well both her
selfwdenial and the relation between herself and her brother Ed-
ward,1nﬁwhoéeframilycthecerwas,a cakr for each member. He had for
a’.long time been desiring to give one to his gister also but she
stubbornly refused to allow 1t, saying she did not need it. But
as to this need her friends felt very differently. She was failing
1n health to a certain extent and was subject to attacks of ver-
tigo which had caused several somewhat serious falls, once break-
ing her arm. One convention in Coronado required a journey of two
“vhours~- by street car and boat, with four ~hanges to reach the hotel.

I felt so strongly that. these changes were unsafe for her
. I spoke to her brother about it. He said he would send a car
and driver to take her over. -~ The driver would stop for

he
me and asked me to look out for her.

"Ag much as she will allow me to," I replied, "but you know

_her independence." Thus a car was at her command during the con-

vention.

As time paﬁséd on I became more anxlous abont the danger of

her going about on foot so resolved to 'take the bull by the horns',
and one day I sald to Mrg.Scripps: "Mr. Scripps still wants to give
his gister an automobile does he not?" She replied that he did
but that "Ellen”'refused to have one so he had given up."

"Please tell him," I answered:that I think she nedds one very
much and T should like to talk to him about 1it."

He came in the next day in that brusque and beligerent manner
of his, greeting me with the words: "So you think I ought to give
my sister an automobile, do you? Well, I've tried for years to

give her one but she simply will not have it.
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"I know that, Mr. Seripps,” I replied, "but she must have
1t-- with a driver to take her everywhere she wants to go-- to help
her in and out of the ear. If she doesn't there will be a serious
accildent before long." Then I proceeded to tell him of several
instances of near accldents due to her d}zzy spells.

Ir. Scripps sald he knew about those spells but asked what
he could do about 1t when she wouldn't let him give her a car.

"Give her one anyway,"” I replied.

"You don't know my sister Ellen as I do," he saild.

"You don't understand women as I do0," I responded. "She not
only needs but wants an automobile. She rides with me #n my little
01ld Bulck. . . with ¥rs. Park in her rord. She gladly goes with
Mr. Harper to Los Angeles in his Franklin, and her refusal to zc-
cept a car 1s due only to the fact that there is still a remnant
of that self-immolation of which you have spoken many times.
of her having been 80 poor as a girl that she cannot learn to feel
rieh. . . that she has sacrificed so much for others that she
thinks an automobile would be self-indulgence. bBut I think 1t is
a life-s»ving necessity," I added.

"So do I," he sald, "and I've done everythlng I could t- make
her have one.”

"But you've not gone at it in the right way," I answered.

"You have asked her to let you give her one."”

"What else could I do?" he asked.

as you'd\give a stmas pres

"I doh't glve Chxlstmas pigsemts," Re sald.
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She 1s not like other women; she cannot be forced; I know, for
I've tried 1t. What can I do? Ellen would refuse it if I got
1t without her consent.”

"Well, Mr. Scripps," I said, "Will you do this? When you go
to see her tomorrow will you remark as you're leaving that you
are going to send for an automobile for her, not giving her a chance
to refuse?

This ﬁas on Saturday.

Om Monday he came in smiling broadly. "I've sent for 1t," was
hiag greeting.

"Sent for what?" I countered.

"A car for Ellen," he answered.

"How did you manage 1t?" I asked.

"I followed your advice and, just as I was leaving, I remarked
as 1f 1t were an aftersthought; 'By the way Ellen, I'm golng to
gend for an automobile for you.'"

"What did she reply?" I queried.

" 'Are you?' was all she said."

The large seven-passenger Plerce-Arrow which she used on all
occasions for herself and her friends became al®® the carry-all

for gay wedding parties as well s for bereaved famillies in a fun-

ersl cortege.
The wisdom of Mr. Scripps in dealling with his sister was

demonstrated years later when she recelved her second automobile
after a year of hospitilization in a plaster cast, as a result of
her gspirit of independence when she tried to cover her sleepling-
porch-bed from an approaching rain storm instead of calling one of

the ten men in the garden. She alipped and splintered her hip bone.
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When she was able to drive with her nurse she slipped asl
she got into the big Plerce Arrow and broke her ankle.
While she was recovering from this accident, her attorney felt

1t was essential she should have a smaller and lower car, adjusted

to her "o eal.
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gtze—und needs. Knowing that she would objeet to such extrava-
gance he ordered a Rolls:Royce with certain changes in the step
and backseat to make it easier for her to get in and out. This
"surprise" resulted in ajgilonic storm which the kindly-inten-
tioned administrator an§4chaffeur will never forget. She demon-
strated that she did have a"mind and will of her own." But this

1s Mr. Harper's story.

Another incident decidedly contrasted with this one as to
her economies. One day she told me she was in something of a
quandary and wanted me to help her out. 8She had had a letter
from a school mate whamshe had not seen since they stood on the
nlatform to receive their diplomas from Knox College fifty years

Bin lona watT
before.A Size had written that she was coming to 8an Francisco
with her grandchildren who were to attgnd’the National Sunday
Sehool Convention and she wanted to gégfﬁféiﬁ her.old: &cheol
- friend. "Miss Serippe sald, "I have no idea what sort of a person
she 18 and I wish you would help me eﬁtertain her." This was bne
of the times when, being alone, she was doing her own work.

The friend arrived in a couple of weeks and proved to be a
demure, housewifely grandmother of moderate means. One day she
salid to me: "I cannot understand Ellen's ideas of economy.

Eere she i1s doing her own housework with only.a woman coming in
once or twice a week for cleaning and yet out there in her gar-
den-- a whole blocfjr I counted ten gardeners at work. I spoke
to her about 1t," she continued. "I told her I thought that

was very extravagant. It must cost more than a thousand dollars

a month. 'Extravagant!' she sadd Miss Seripps exclaimed. (That

| I Lot
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word was anathema to her, I knew.) "*Well, you see.'Ellen‘said,

'La Jolla has no park and I have all this space here. Hundreds

of people walk through my garden every week. It is always open

to the public and when I divide what it costs me by the number of

people who enjoy 1t I think it is one of the most economical

eivic duties I could perform.'"

I laughed heartily. "You've hit the nall on the head," I remarked.
fniss Scripps"economiee: are all practiced on herself. Contri-

buting to the Qelfare and happiness of others is not extravagance

in her eyes."

As I write these amusing reminiscences of Miss Seripps' hu-
man-ness I have befawe me the beautiful tribute prepared for hhe
one hundredth anniversary of her birth (October 18; 1836) |,
which deseribes the sugfier~- woman she was. With every word
of the praise laktahed .ypon.her I heartily conocur. . . she ?-,em
all she i1s depicted in these encomiums of the many people who
knew of her generoslties and her great benefactions. She was all
that and more. Miss Seripps was a rare diamond, not only in t&Ca—
Tacét'at which one looked flrst, but in her various - facets that-re-
flected light in many directions. Were there only the fagefﬁf a
diamond. . . were she only the majestic super-woman, déiing‘
out of her abundance, interested only in benefactions and the
general good she would be set off from the rest of us by this
great superiority of character. But though she was remarkably
firm and stable, she was also human-- very human. She would

have been less loveable were she not. Lthe very fact that she

had 'a mind and a will of her own' which could not #e 1




j ‘ 't \_
oroseed made her a charaecter more easily approached in one way
and more to be deferred to in another. She was simplicity itself
and always self-gbasing. When consulted about anything she usually
began her answer with, "But you know I am not one to pronounce °
upon such a subject," and then she would speak emphatically about
her own inadequacy. in such a naive way that I always felt like
hugging her and often did.

So these 1llustrations of her human-ness are given not to de-
traet from but to enhance her greatness and bring her more to the
hnéderstanding of other struggling women for her life was a contin-
uous struggle with cnonditions and personalities which moneyed |
wealth alone could not solve, but required a wealth of human
qualities-- patience, long-suffering, kindnesz?ddeep understanding
of human nature. It was these quallitlies which enabled her to
earry on. It was this sweet, humble, loving little woman whom I
revere more than any one I ever knew. I feel deeply grateful
that 1t was my privilege to be so intimately assoclated with her

for so many years-- during the last quarter of her active life.



