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will not speak out against it. If the
leadership is united, then it can say,
‘All right, if you’re going to do things
that way, then you’ll have to get rid
of us.” You have to speak out immedi-
ately, the first time. Anyway, this guy
was talking to people and saying he
didn’t like Filipinos taking over the
union. So a small group came to me
and said that a lot of people were very
mad because the Filipinos were coming
in. And I really reacted. I said a lot
of people would be mad if Negroes
came in in large numbers like that,
and I said they were going to accept
the Filipinos if T had to shove them
down their throats.” Chavez paused, as
if surprised at his own violence. “I told
them, “That’s the way I feel.” And so
they left. A couple of days later, they
said they wanted a big meeting. And I
said, ‘O.K.,, let’s have a big meeting.’
So at the big meeting they said they
wanted to discuss discrimination—in
other words, they wanted to take a
vote to discriminate. And I said, ‘Over
my dead body. There will be no such
vote taken here, and, furthermore, be-
fore you get rid of the Filipinos you’ll
have to get rid of me.” ‘No vote?” they
said, and I said, ‘It can’t be done. Those
of you who don’t like it, I suggest that
you get out, because you’re not doing
anybody any good. Or, even better, I’/
get out. 'l join the Filipinos, and we’ll
build a trade union.” Well, I'd say
ninety-five per cent of the audience
stood up and applauded. And this small
group felt isolated. The employers, of
course, have used this for years and
years—one group set against the other.
I explained this to the audience, and 1
told them that the Filipinos would be
a tremendous asset—new people, new
ideas. That’s what a union is. La raza
is a very dangerous concept. I speak
very strongly against it among the
chicanos. At this point in the struggle,
they respect me enough so that they
don’t emphasize la raza, but as soon as
this is over they’ll be against me, be-
cause I make fun of it, and I knock
down machismo, too. Oh, T heard
a sick, sick speech by a Mexican the
other day. I don’t like to see any man
discriminating. But when a Mexi-
can discriminates—oo0h!” He winced.
“That really cuts me. As a Mexican-
American, I expect more of them than
of anybody else. I love them, and I
guess I'd like them to be perfect.”

EVERE back pains that had been
dragging Chavez down for months
finally forced him to take some time

off last autumn, and he went to St.
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Santa Barbara, where he could have
daily therapy at a hospital. I found him
flat on his back in bed. In crisp white
pajamas, he looked small. He greeted
me cheerfully but made no effort to sit
up when he took my hand, his drawn
face patched with gray from months of
pain. Over his head, three rosaries hung
from an extended bar, and with them
a Jewish mezuzah on a silver chain,
which he always puts on under his shirt
when he goes out. “I’m sure Christ
wore a mezuzah,” he said, with a grin.
“He certainly didn’t wear a cross.” On
a wall of the room, as in his office in
Delano, there was a Mexican straw
crucifix. It was a small room, and the
bed, a washstand, two stiff chairs, and
a small bureau filled it. On the bureau
was a borrowed tape recorder, with
tapes of some flamenco music by
Manitas de Plata and songs of Joan
Baez. There was also a framed photo-
graph of Gandhi.

There had been some bad news
from Delano. Mack Lyons, the work-
ers’ representative at DiGiorgio, had
found two groups of non-union pruners
working in DiGiorgio’s Arvin vine-
yards, and when the pruners were
questioned they said that the vineyards
had been sold. Since the union had been
unable to obtain a so-called successor
clause in the contract with DiGiorgio,
guaranteeing that the contract would
bind a new owner, this was a serious
blow, and Chavez had called an
emergency meeting to discuss how to
handle the new threat. The next phase
of the long battle was clearly going to
be a difficult one, and Chavez would
need all his strength for it. (In March
of this year, Dr. Janet Tra-
vell, who treated President
Kennedy, concluded that
Chavez’s back trouble was
not a degenerative-disc con-
dition, as had been thought,
but a muscle spasm caused by
the fact that one of his legs
is shorter than the other and
one side of his pelvis is smaller—an
imbalance to which, as he grows older
and less resilient, his muscles can no
longer adjust. Dr. Travell’s treatment
is the first that has given Chavez any
real relief.)

Last fall in Santa Barbara, there was
speculation that the long fast Chavez
had made earlier in the year might
have aggravated his back condition,
and in the sun on a porch outside his
room I talked with Helen Chavez
about the fast. She told me that at the
beginning he had kept it secret for
about three days. At home, he would
pretend that he had already eaten or
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that he wasn’t hungry. Then one day
Manuel said to her, “Is he still fast-
ing?” After that, she offered Cesar all
his favorite foods, and still he would
not eat. Iinally, she confronted him in
his office, and when he admitted he
was fasting she got very upset; she was
sure he would harm himself. “The
kids were already worried,” she said.
“And when I told them, they said,
‘Dad looks awful. Will he be O.K.?’
But after another day or so we got used
to the idea and went along with him.”
Not everyone went along. The fast,
which lasted twenty-five days, split the
union down the middle. Mrs. Chavez
and Richard and Manuel knew that he
had been fasting before he announced
it, but even they were stunned by his
intention of prolonging the fast in-
definitely. So was LeRoy Chatfield,
who still speaks with awe of the speech
in which Chavez announced his deci-
sion. Chavez had called a special meet-
ing for twelve noon on Monday, Feb-
ruary 19, 1968, at a hall in Delano,
and the strikers and the office staff
as well as their families were there.
Several acts of violence had been com-
mitted by union people, and he talked
for an hour and a half about non-
violence. He discussed Vietnam, won-
dering aloud how so many of his lis-
teners could deplore the violence in
Asia and yet promote it in the United
States. He said that the Mexican tra-
dition of proving manliness—machis-
mo—through violence was in error.
La Causa must not risk a single life on
either side, because it was a cause, not
just a union, and had to deal with peo-
ple not as membership cards or Social
Security numbers but as hu-
man beings, one by one.
“Cesar took a very hard
line,” Chatfield told me.
“He said we were falling
back on violence in the
strike because we weren’t cre-
ative enough or imaginative
enough to find another solu-
tion—because we didn’t work hard
enough. One of the things he said in
the speech was that he felt we had lost
our will to win—by which he meant
that behaving violently or advocating
violence, or even thinking that maybe
violence isn’t such a bad thing, is really
losing your will to win, your commit-
ment to win. This seems like a very
idealistic position, but there’s truth in
it. Anarchy leads to chaos, and out of
chaos rises the demagogue. That’s one
of the reasons he is so upset about /a
raza. The same Mexicans that ten
years ago were talking about themselves
as Spaniards are coming on real strong



THE NEW YORKER

these days as Mexicans. Everyone
should be proud of what he is, of
course, but race is only skin-deep. It’s
phony, and it comes out of frustra-
tion—the la raza people are not secure.
They want to use Cesar as a symbol of
their nationalism. But he doesn’t want
any part of it. He said to me just the
other day, ‘Can’t they understand that
that’s just the way Hitler started:’ A
few months ago, a big foundation gave
some money to a la raza group—they
liked the outfit’s sense of pride, or
something—and Cesar really told them
off. He feels that racism will destroy
our union faster than anything else—
that it plays right into the growers’
hands if they can keep the minorities
fighting, pitting one race against anoth-
er, one group against another.”

In his speech that day, Chavez dis-
cussed the civil-rights movement and
how, in its recourse to violence, it had
made black people suffer; black homes,
not white, were being burned, and
black sons killed. The union, he said,
had raised the hopes of many poor peo-
ple. It had a responsibility to those peo-
ple, whose hopes, along with all the un-
ion gains, would be destroyed after the
first cheap victories of violence. Finally,
he announced the fast. It was not a
hunger strike, because its purpose was
not strategic; it was an act of prayer
and love for the union members, be-
cause, as their leader, he felt responsible
for the acts of all of them. There
would be no vote on the fast, which
would continue for an indefinite period,
and had, in fact, begun the week be-
fore. He was not going into seclusion,
and would continue his work as best he
could. He asked that the people in the
room keep the news entirely to them-
selves. Since it was difficult to fast at
home, and since the Forty Acres was
the spiritual home of the union, he
would walk there as soon as he had
finished speaking, and remain there un-
til the fast was done. “His act was in-
tensely personal,” Chatfield told me.
“And the whole theme of his speech
was love. In fact, his last words to us
before he left the room and started that
long walk to the Forty Acres were
something like ‘T am doing this because
I love you.” ”

Helen Chavez followed Cesar from
the hall, and everyone sat for some
time in silence. Then the meeting was
taken over by Larry Itliong, the as-
sistant director, who said straight out
that Brother Chavez should be per-
suaded to come off the fast. Manuel
Chavez then declared that Cesar was

an Indian, and therefore stubborn, and
B e W0 T3 e e e LN et e e e 8 VLY e, Al D

You’re out of this orld
but 8 minutes from Nassau.

Out of this world location. Our 23-acre tropical estate on one of the §
great beaches in the world. Everything else is just as perfect. Accommo-
dations, food and service. Water sports, pool, tennis, nightly dancing and
entertainment. All 8 minutes from Nassau by our complimentary bus
service. (If you can tear yourself away!)

OUR PLANTATION PLAN e 5 DAYS, 4 NIGHTS
INCLUDES UNLIMITED FREE GOLF
$88 $120 single. Extra nights $22 p.p. dbl. occup.,
per person $30 single. Modified American Plan (breakfasts
dbl.occup: and dinners). Complimentary extras, too! May
(U.S. currency) 1 thru Nov. 30.

NASSAU « BAHAMAS

‘Emerald BeachPlantation,

AND HOTEL
Jim Bearce, Vice President & General Manager
A Member of the Di ished Hotels of the World

See your travel agent or Robert F. Warner, Inc., 630 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.
10020 * (212) JU 6-4500 = Boston * Chicago ® Washington ¢ Toronto * Miami

69

e-saving carry-on luggage.
elted with chrome snap
ded compartments.
{ ¢ 8x13x47, it expands to
twice its gir er your airplane seat. Why settle for less?
Do as Hatfield did and go for the real McCoy!

[l Send me the “McCoy’ One-Suiter. My check for $61 ($60 plus $1 post. & ins.)
is enclosed. (Calif. d 5%). Return in 2 wks. if not delighted.
[ ] Please emboss with the following initials.___ | enclose $3.
Mail to: 584 Washington Street, San Francisco, California 94111

haverhills

NAME
ADDRESS

ZIB




Enjoy New York at
a Prestige Hotel Address
at Moderate Rates...
overlooking Central Park!

The Barbizon-Plaza

AT 106 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH, N.Y.C.

.renowned locale of the world's
finest hotels. The Barbizon-Plaza's
fine personalized service, superb
French Cuisine and 24 hour opera-
tor-attended elevators have made us
the favorite of travelwise men and
women.

RESERVATIONS
AT GUARANTEED RATES
Choice Singles $16.50to $23.50

Choice Doubles ...$22.00 to $30.00
Tower Studio Suites $32.00to $38.00

Free Indoor Garage with:
Singles from $21.00.
Doubles from $28.00.

WRITE FOR
FREE COLOR BROCHURE “N”
TELEPHONE: JELETYPE:
(212) CI-7-7000 212-640-4099

THE BIGGEST M

,;f BEST MUSICAL

)
NEW YORK DRAMA CRITICS' Y \’
% ‘CIRCLE AWARD-1968-69 '!}’

%TDHYAWARD—ISBB-GB}.&

AMERICA’S
AWARD WINNING
MUSICAL

Wx«
MAIL ORDERS FILLED PROMPTLY, PRICES: Mon.

thru Thurs. Evgs.: Orch. $15,
Balc. $8., 6. Mats. Wed. & Sat.: Orch. $8.; Mezz.
$7.; Balc. $6., 5. Please enclose self-addressed,
stamped envelope with mail order and suggest
alternate dates.

46TH STREET THEATRE
‘ 222 W. 46 St., N.Y. 10036

12.; Mezz. $10.;

KNIFE
& IF'ORK
IN.

ATLANTIC CITY'S
FINEST SEAFOOD

W Eet 1017 ¥

do something, nothing anyone could
say to stop him. Other
members made many other comments.
One man, for example, dismissed all
the talk about striker violence as grow-

was  going

and therefore saw no
reason for the fast. Some of the Prot-

er propaganda,

estants and agnostics in the union,
white and brown, still resented the

Catholic aura of the Sacramento march
of the year before, and now they felt
offended all again. They were
supported by some Catholics, who felt
that the Church was being exploited,
and also by most of the white volun-
teers, the Jews especially, who disliked
any For
the first week or so, almost the whole

over

religious overtone whatever.
board of directors was against the fast.
On the hand,
largely Catholic, accepted it in appre-
hensive faith. The people complied
with Chavez’s request that no one try

other the membership,

a fast of sympathy on his own, but he
learned later, from the candidly
pressed annoyance of their wives, that
three young men had taken a vow of
chastity for the duration of the fast,
and held to it. He speaks of this sacri-
fice with awe and regret, but it seemed
to him a moving example of the farm

€X-

workers’ new spirit.
There

ma ny

were many misgivings and
doubts about what Chavez was
trying to accomplish. “When we vis-
ited Cesar in his little room at the For-
ty Acres,” Chatfield told me,
would point at the wall and say, ‘See
that white wall? Well, imagine ten
different-colored balls, all jumping up
and down. One ball is called Religion,
another Propaganda, another Organiz-
ing, another Law, and so forth. When
people look at t]mt wall and see those
balls, different people look at different
balls, and each person keeps his eye on
his own ball. For each person, the balls
mean different things,

“he

but for every-
one they can mean something.” I began
to see what he meant. My ball was
Propaganda, and I kept my eye on
that. T could therefore be perfectly
comfortable, and understand the fast
completely in those terms, and not ne-

gate the nine other balls—Organiz-
ing, say. And, as a matter of fact, we

never organized so many people in such

a short time, before or since. The fast

gave the lie to the growers’ claim that
we had no following. Some people

came every night to attend Mass at the
Forty Acres—came sixty-five, eighty-
five miles every night. People stood in

line for an hour, two hours, to talk
with him. Cesar saw it as a fantastic
npp()l'tllnity to talk to one man, one
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leaves, he goes away with something.
He’s no longer a member, he’s an
organizer. At the Sunday Mass, we
had as many as two thousand people.
That’s what the growers don’t under-
stand—we’re all over the state. In fact,
there’s nowhere in this state or any-
where in the Southwest where the peo-
ple don’t know about Cesar Chavez
and the United Farm Workers. And
they say, “‘When is he coming! Are we
next?’ ”

As the fast wore on through Febru-
ary and into March, many of the farm

orkers became worried, and a num-
ber of strikers came to Manuel and
swore that they would never be violent
again if he could just persuade Cesar to
quit:"Other union members were made
increasingly uncomfortable by the reli-
gious implications of the fast, especially
after the seventeenth day, when Cha-
vez asked his brother Richard to con-
struct a simple cross—the materials cost
a dollar and a half, according to Rich-
ard—which was later burned by van-
dals. The cross was the ultimate af-
front to at least two volunteers. One
dismissed the entire fast as “a cheap
publicity stunt.” The other, who had
once been a priest, accused Chavez of
having a Messiah complex. Both soon
quit the United Farm Workers for
good.

At a Mass of Thanksgiving that
concluded the fast, Chavez was too
weak to speak, and a brief speech was
read for him, in English and in Span-
ish. After describing the purpose.of the
fast, he concluded as follows: “When
we are really honest with oursélves, we
must admit that our lives are all that
really-belongs to us. So it ishow we use
our lives that determines what kind of
men we are. Lt is my deepest belief that
only by giving our lives do we find
life. I am convinced that the truest act
of courage, the strongest act of manli-
ness, is to sacrifice ourselves for others
in a totally non-violent struggle for
justice. To be a man is to suffer for
others. God help us be men.”

—PETER MATTHIESSEN

(This is the second of two articles
on Cesar Chavez.)

Motorists driving between
West Jefferson and Mechanics-
burg-Urbana apparently will
have to use the detour for a
while. For how long is the
highway department’s secret.
Evans said, “There will be no
peace abroad and little se-
curity at home.”

—Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch.
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