February 14, 2009


Father Frank O'Loughlin of Florida recently unearthed these photos of Cesar Chavez (and Juanita Brown in a couple) at the first Miami Farm Worker Fiesta we put on in 1974.  On the Movement site is a recording from it sent by Jerry Brown.
My recollection as Miami boycott coordinator at that time was that we organized a large event to publicize the movement in California and Florida. Juanita's mother, Millie Cowan, and her friend really put this together with Juanita.  We got the support and endorsement of many Florida Democratic politicians, labor, church and community groups.  Cesar and Helen Chavez flew out and met with Governor Ruben Askew at his home before coming down to Miami.
  
We held the Fiesta at a large Catholic retreat house with beautiful grounds right on Biscayne Bay.  Hundreds attended, with food, music and a wonderful speech by Cesar - one of the only times I felt he spoke well to a large group - I usually felt he did better before smaller groups. The event raised about $30,000. Farmworkers from around the state came to the event.


I believe the Miami organizers after me did at least two more: 1975 and 1976.

Jerry Kay
