
July 15, 1976 

Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, President 
Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions 
Box 4068 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

Dear Dr. Hutchins: 

You may remember our correspondence of last year about the possibility 
of your contributing an introduction to the first chapter of the 
second volume of the Szilard Collected Works . This volume will contain 
his writings on social and political matters. Unfortunately at that 
time the changes at the Center prevented you from writing such an essay 
and therefore I asked John Simpson to introduce the first chapter which 
deals with the year after Hiroshima. He has graciously accepted this 
invitation, although we have not yet received his contribution. 

However, we managed to complete the manuscript to the point that we 
submitted it to the MIT Press two weeks ago. I am enclosing a copy of 
the Title Page and of the Preface which I have written to give you a 
better idea of what this is all about. 

As you will see, we have quite a few contributed essays but no foreword 
so 'far. 

I understand that the situation at the Center has much improved and I 
am therefore taking the l1berty of approaching you again. Would you 
consider writing a brief foreword for the entire volume? MY preface 
gives a brief overview of the contents. Of course it would be nice 
if you could see the whole manuscript, but it has over 2000 typewritten 
pages and I am sure you will not want to be burdened with this. Last 
year I sent you a number of documents from the early Chicago days, 
after Hiroshima, including correspondence which Leo had with you . You 
have also seen the offprint of the "Reminiscences," Leo's tape-recorded 
autobiographical fragment which I sent you some time ago, which is 
included in the second volume as are the stories from the Voice of 
the Dolphins, the book for which you wrote such a charming review in 
1962 . In fact the thoughts you expressed in that review, adapted do 
the present volume, might suffice. 

If you could see your waycclear to writing such a foreword by the fall 
this would make me very happy, because I cannot think of anyong more 
appropriate to introduce this work . Of course, we shall be glad to 
send you further information if you would like to have it . 

I hope that you are as well as I think you are, and that you don't 
mind my troubling you again . 

Best wishes, 
Sincerely yours, 
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Books 

Szilard and the Dolphins 

The Voice of the Dolphins. By LEO 
SziLARD. New York: Simon and 
Schuster, 1961. Pp. 122. $3. 

HOW BRIGHT are the dolphins? 
This study leaves the question un

settled. We are told that their intelli
gence "far surpasses" that of mankind. 
They are, however, unable to advance 
any ideas for the salvation of the world 
that had not been previously put for
ward by Leo Szi) .... -,;.. This means either 
that the salvation of the world is an 
even more difficult problem than we 
had supposed or that Szilard's intelli
gence far surpasses that of the rest of 
mankind. I embrace the latter alterna
tive. It seems possible that Szilard is a 
dolphin. 

There is some intemaf evidence for 
this. Not only do the dolphins think 
like Szilard; they also speak (at least 
in translation) in the same style. In 
writing of the offers made him before 
his trial as a war criminal, Szilard says, 
"How many years would it take me to 
get a sufficient command of Russian to 
hJ able to tul'T' ~ phrase and to he 
slightly malicious without being out
right offensive? No, I did not want to 
go to Russia." 

Szilard has a sufficient command of 
English for his purpose. Although the 
book is very short, the author, in pass
ing, in subordinate clauses or parenthe
ses, sideswipes a considerable propor
tion of our current follies, including 
the policies of the Catholic church on 
birth conb·ol, the party system, televi
sion, the venality of politicians, the 
protective tariff, the American diet, 
French republics, philanthropic foun
dations, the income tax, American edu
cation, racial discrimination, and anti
Oriental prejudice in California. 

When a dolphin talks, he talks like 
Szilard. "Thus on one occasion Pi 
Omega Ro asked whether it would be 
correct to assume that Americans were 
free to say what they think, because 
they did not think what they were not 
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free to say." This is authentic Szilard. 
The hypothesis that Szilard is a dol
phin seems sufficiently probable to 
justify a foundation in making a grant 
to test it. 

There is a possibility that Szilard 
and his fellow-dolphins (I accept the 
hypothesis as proved) are too bright 
for the task set them in this volume, 
which is the task of bringing about 
general disarmament. Faced with the 
stupidity and recalcitrar~e of human
ity, the dolphins apparently think that 
they have no choice but to become 
gadgeteers. One can only suppose that 
this is because they believe that human 
beings can be moved, in any sense of 
the word, only by gadgets. One can 
understand why _t:pe dolehins should 
be of this opinion. They may be right. 
But it seems unlikely that history will 
stand still long enough for the gadgets 
to be developed and applied; and it is 
optimistic to assume that even gadgets 
can impress the American people (I 
.know nothing about the Russians) in 
their present state of mind. 

0:1 July 1, the Lcs .!1ngeles Times 
printed two stories that bear on this 
point. The first is an account of Mr. 
Nixon's address to the American Le
gion. "'America is going to have to take 
chances in dealing with communism,' 
he asserted ... 'Strong actions backing 
up strong words is (sic) the only way 
to avoid miscalculations that lead to 
war . . : The former Vice-President 
said that Khruschev wants-and is de
termined to win-the world, preferably 
without war. Khruschev is for peace, 
he said, because it is to his present 
advantage ... He said the United 
States must have a military strength 
second to none and that the time for 
compromises with tl1e Communists is 
past." 

On the same day the same paper 
reported that Semyon Tsarapkin, So
viet delegate at the nuclear test ban 
conference, had said, "Let us make a 
marriage. We are prepared to accept 

your control system if you are prepared 
to accept our measures for general and 
complete disarmament." The Dos An
geles Times continued: "'.Yestem con
ference sources characterized the Rus
sian's proposal as a 'shotgun wed
ding.'" 

The dolphins may have been unwill
ing to impart important truths to those 
unworthy receive them. Das Beste was 
du u;issen kannst darfst du den Buben 
doch nicht sag en. Clearly seeing (we 
must suppose) the end to be pursued, 
they must have realized that the means 
would be human, and therefore weak 
and fallible. For example, the dolphins 
must have known in 1963 that the end 
of absolute national sovereignty was at 
hand. It is not until1987, however, that 
they venture to propose the integra
tion of nation states through a gradual 
process of extra-national representa
tion in national parliaments. One can 
only ascribe the dolphins' delay and 
timidity in this connection to their per
haps excessive consciousness of the 
fTailty of the instruments at their dis
posal. ThPy mP~t have wqcctPd on the 
results of Szilard's unremitting crusade 
from 1946 to 1961 for common sense 
and common decency. 

One suspects that Szilard and the 
other dolphins are desperate. This may 
explain their fondness for the profi
ciency in epigram and the witty phrase. 
They have to laugh to keep from cry
ing. As a modem poet has sung, 

"Bombs shall dig our sepulcher 
And bigger bombs exhume us. 

Gaudeamus igitur 
]twenes dum sumus." 

This is a book to treasure. In addi
tion to an ingenious scheme for getting 
disarmament by 1988, it contains 
hilarious accounts of the Mark Gable 
Foundation and of the author's trial as 
a war criminal. It is a delight to read. 
It gives the reader an insight into the 
mind and character of one of the great 
men (or dolphins) of our time. 
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June 16, 1975 

Dr. Robert .. 1. •utchins 
resident 

T~e Center for the S t 1dy of 
~emocratlc Instituti -ns 

Box 4068 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

Dear Dr. utehins: 

How very kind of you to take time during 
the extrem ly taxing and hectic p riod that 
you have gone through, to rite me uch a 
nice note. 

1 am of c urse v~ry disappointed that 
you will not be ble to contribute to 
Volume Two - ut I do un ·' eretand. May 
I add my warme t wishes for suc cess in 
Chicago. 

Sincerely. 

Gertrud ~iss Szilard, 1. D. 



May 13, 1975 

Mrs. Leo Szilard 
8038 El Paseo Grande 
LaJolla, California 92037 

Dear Mrs. Sz ilard: 

This is just a brief 
note to tell you that the sudden 
changes at the Center and my 
being elected President are going 
to make it impossible for me to 
do what I wanted to do and write 
a piece for the Second Volume of 
Leo's papers. 

I am deeply apologetic. 

Sincerely yours, 

fl~rJufl-~ 
Robert M. Hutchins 

President 



May 13, 1975 

Mrs . Leo Szilard 
8038 El Pase o Grande 
LaJolla, California 92037 

Dear Mrs . Szilard : 

This is just a brie f 
not e to tell you that the sudde d 
change s at the Cente r and my 
b e ing e l ec t ed President are going 
to make it impossible for me to 
do what I wanted to do and write 
a piece for t he Second Volu~e of 
Leo's pap e rs. 

I am deeply apologetic . 

Sincerely yours , 

il c-(;~~ rJ ,_f'-t~~ 
Rob ert M. Hutchins 

Pres i dent 



NO INSURANCE COVERAGE PROVIDED-
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(See oflter Jide) 
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fARTLY CLOUDY 
Variable blgb · cloudiness h d today wltb low clouds and fog .... r 5 s ow own near tbe coast. Temperature .1 

range, 5t to 17 degrees. Details, 
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ON MOVE HERE 

Institute 
Showdown 
Vote Near 

By RAY KIPP 
Education Writer 

'lbe Saa Diego Union 
SANTA BARBARA - The Center for the 

Study of Democratic Institutions settled 
into a palatial estate here 16 years ago to 
probe new directions in scholarly thought. 

Soon, the 26 trustees of the financially 
troubled intellectual organization are ex
pected to give tl'le center a new direction in geography. 

One decision may be to move the com-

\ 

munity of scholars south to San Diego; 
another may locate it in Chicago, and yet a· 

1 third proposal may simply relocate it in 
\ less luxurious headquarters in Santa Bar-bara. 
I People at the center confirm there is an 

intense internal tug-of-war to change the 
operating as well as geographic heading of 
the center. That struggle was to have been 

- settled over the weekend, but the death of 
the wife of the trustees' chairman, J. R. 
Parten, a .Houston oil man, forced post
ponement of a showdown vote on the 
various plans. 

San Diego Backer 
Malcolm M. Moos, the center'j; current 

president, is expected to lobby heavily for 
San Diego or to at least keep the institution Jn Santa Barbara; its ex-presid~nt, Robert 
M. Hutchins, reportedly will use his trus
tee vote and influence for the Chicago 
plan. 

But regardless of its compass heading, 
an annual operating deficit of nearly $1 
million requires something be done. 

Abandonment of the 42-acre estate on 
Eucalyptus Hill above Santa Barbara is a 
foregone conclusion, according to Moos. 
·Brochures advertising its availability are 
ready for circulation to potential buyers. 

Moos, who assumed directorship of the 
center last year, said the annual budget of 
$3 million must be trimmed to $500,000. 

llis plan for continuing the center's work 
and magazine publication in California 
involves a sharply reduced resident senior 
fellows program and utilization of visiting 
fellows, financed through noncenter sourc
es, to fill the void. 

However, more likely to be approved is 
the move to Chicago. Except for a core 
administrative staff, this plan· would elimi
nate the center's present operations and 
hire 15 to 20 University of Chicago scholars 
on a part-time basis to publish the center's 
magazine. 

Magazine A Revenue Source 
Any effort must include the magazine -

The Center - which is the institution's 
major source of revenue. 

The Chicago plan is given the strongest 
chance of approval, even by Moos' sup
porters, because of its backing by Hut
chins. Besides his own vote, Hutchins 
appointed 22 of the other 25 members on 
the board. 

Pulitzer PJ:ize winning journalist Harry 
Ashmore, a center trustee and former 
senior fellow, said the Chicago plan is also 
the only one with financial support. Center 
supporters have promised about $300,000 in 
aid for two years, he said. 

Ashmore concedes this proposal would 
essentially eliminate the center's research 
work. 
"~ut it's the only one which seems 

viable," he said. "And once we got back on 
our feet financially, we might go back to 
the original concept." 

But another source within the center, 
who preferred anonymity because of the 
internal feud, said the move to Chicago 
would destroy it. He said the center's 
reputation was built on identifying and 
studying world problems long before they 
became generally recognized and for deal-

(Condnued on B-4, Col. 1) 

Moos' supporters say he mnerited a 
financial disaster when he took over last 
year, and his plan will save the center. 
Hutchins' backers say Moos has been 
unable to raise the financing to ,continue 
the center in California. 

Since it was established through a $15 
million Ford Foundation grant and located 
in Santa Barbara in 1959, the center has 
been supported through its magazine, 
gifts, grants and memberships. 

7 5,000 Subscribers 
The magazine, with 75,000 subscribers, 

annually produces about $200,000 in reve
nue. 

That publication, a senior fellows pro-
gram, working grants and a reputation for 
attracting top scholars has produced a 
prominent list of names connected with the 
center . . 

It includes Harvey -Wheeler, political 
scientist and ·coauthor of "Fail-Safe"; 
Elizabeth Mann Borgese, international re
lations specialist; Rexford G. Tugwell, an 
original member of Franklin D. Roose
velt's Brain Trust; Lord Peter Ritchie
Calder, a British political scientist; Ash
more, and Alexander Comfort, gerentolo
gist and author of the "Joy of Sex" and its 
sequel "More Joy." 

Moos is the former president of the 
University of Minnesota and was a speech writer and adviser in the Eisenhower 
administration. Hutchins was named pres
ident of the University of Chicago at the 
age of 30 in 1929. Both men also ha~e been associated with the Ford Foundation dur-
ing their careers. 

However revenues have failed to keep 
pace with the costs the prestigious list of 
names brought to the center. . "We can make it in the black again if we 
can cut back and operate on a budget of a 
half million dollars," Moos said in an 
interview. 

A center source said Moos' plan is 
feasible. He said it would include the $200 000 in magazine revenues, $100,000 in 
~. $100,000 in grants, $100,000 in invest
ment returns and about $200,000 in royalties from Comfort's books and other publi
cations. The latter $200,000 would serve as 
a buffer in the event of cost overruns, the 
source said. 
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FROM SANTA BARBARA 

Institute Nears Showdown 
On Moving To San Diego 

(Continued from B-1) 
ing with the controversial or potential for 
change. "We're an ongoing research insti
tution with in-house projects requiring up 
to three to five years of dedicated study," 
he said. "You can't do that with part-time 
help." 

~ ·I think there's a good argument for 
letting it die and have a decent burial 
rather than let it continue in that fashion," 
he said. 

"But if the trustees vote the public trust 
rather than personal loyalties at the meet
ing, I think there's a good chance we could 
end up there (San Diego) ," he said. 

Moos' proposal to locate near the UCSD 
campus would enable the center to have 
access to the university's comprehensive 
graduate library and give it the potential 
of attracting top faculty members, sup-
porters said. · 

There is moral - if not financial -
support for the move here from UCSD 
Chancellor William D. McElroy and other 
community and educational leaders. 

McElroy, who has known Moos since 
they taught at Johns 'Hopkins University 
during the 1940s, said a move here would 
enhance the reputation· of both institutions. 

"The benefits would be to provide the 
university with a ,head start in the long
range goal of becoming a major policy 
center and it would supply the center with 
a tremendous pool of scholars," McElroy 
said. 

"But unfortunately , we're not in a 
position to offer them buildings or finan
cial support," he said. 

Potential Sites Sought 
UCSD officials have helped center staff 

members look for rental space near the 
university and have even discussed the 
possibility of renting student apartments 
to the center as temporary office space 
until it can acquire a permanent home. 
There also was talk of possibly renting 
vacant space at the Salk Institute, but no 
official proposal has been made to Salk 
trustees and that idea apparently has been 
dropped. 

"The odds favor Chicago," said one 
observer familiar with the internal strug
gle at the center. "And if it goes that way, 
Moos probably will go (resign) too." 

Moos' supporters say he inherited a 
financial disaster when he took over last 
year, and his plan will save the center. 
Hutchins' backers say Moos has been 
unable to raise the financing to ,continue 
the center in California. 

Since it was established through a $15 
million Ford Foundation grant and located 
in Santa Barbara in 1959, the center has 
been supported through its magazine, 
gifts, grants and memberships. 

75,000 Subscribers 
The magazine, with 75,000 subscribers, 

annually produces about $200,000 in reve
nue. 

That publication, a senior fellows pro
gram, working grants and a reputation for 
attracting top scholars has produced a 
prominent list of names connected with the 
center . . 

It includes Harvey .Wheeler, political 
scientist and · coauthor of "Fail-Safe"; 
Elizabeth Mann Borgese, international re
lations specialist; Rexford G. Tugwell, an 
original member of Franklin D. Roose
velt's Brain Trust; Lord Peter Ritchie
Calder, a British political scientist; Ash
more, and Alexander Comfort, gerentolo
gist and author of the "Joy of Sex" and its 
sequel "More Joy." 

Moos is the former president of the 
University of Minnesota and was a speech 
writer and adviser in the Eisenhower 
administration. Hutchins was named pres
ident of the University of Chicago at the 
age of 30 in 1929. Both men also have been 
associated with the Ford Foundation dur
ing their careers. 

However, revenues have failed to keep 
pace with the costs the prestigious list of 
names brought to the center. 

"We can make it in the black again if we 
can cut back and operate on a budget of a 
half million dollars," Moos said in an 
interview. 

A center source said Moos' plan is 
feasible. He said it would include the 
$200,000 in magazine revenues, $100,000 in 
gifts, $100,000 in grants, $100,000 in invest
ment returns and about $200,000 in royal
ties from Comfort's books and other publi
cations. The latter $200,000 would serve as 
a buffer in the event of cost overruns, the 
source said. 
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~EcovERr RoLE w·111 Move . 

The San Diego-based New 
1r1eans will serve as the 

Son DltiiO Union Stoff Dill' 

BORREGO SPRIN' 
Members of the Br 
Springs Community As ·covery ship for the Amer- To C h 

1
· c ag 0 1n participants in the 

'>llo-Soyuz manned space 
ht in July. 

• tion yesterday reject 
proposal to use $37,01! 
accumulated associa 
funds to build a tennis CL 
complex on school distJ 
property. 

\te amphibious assault 
1 previously served as 
prime recovery ship for 
3kylab 2 and 3 missions. 
~tronauts Thomas P. 
''>rd, Vance D. Brand 

l<mald K. Slayton are 
' lled to splash down 

270 miles west of 
Hawaii, on July 24, 
.1g an in-space ren-
1 and docking with a 

Soviet spacecraft. 
·ecovery force will 
a helicopter anti
le squadron from 
Beach, an under

·emolition team 
mado and two Air 
130 aircraft from 
\.erospace Rescue 
wery Squadron 
na Air Base, Oki-

. n. Richard A. 
f Coronado is 
of the recovery 

SANTA BARBARA (AP) 
- The Center for the Study 
of Democratic Institutions 
will dismiss- most of itS full
time employes and set up a 
smaller operation in Chica
go, the board of directors 
decided yesterday. 

A financial crisis forced 
the move to Chicago and the 
elimination of the program 
of full-time distinguished 
scholars discussing the 
world's problems, officials 
said. 

Dr. Malcom Moos, center 
president, resigned yester
day and was replaced by Dr. 
Robert Hutchins, who found
ed the center 16 years ago. 
Moos had worked to keep the 
center in Santa Barbara or 
move it to San Diego. 

Hutchins said a small 
group of employes will re
main in Santa Barbara to 
put out the center's publica
tions. The 42-acre hillside 
estate will be held in trust as 

----- a guarantee of severance 

·al 
Plans 
1ced 

and special 
e featured at 
1 area hospi
ring Nation-

1) Jr., presi
>ital Council 
nd Imperial 
e theme this 

~ant Concern 
>mmunity." 
~alth of our 
erhaps the 
ost basic re-
1eton said. 

~t in 

pay for the center's em
ployes. 

Hutchins said Santa Bar
bara employes would be laid 
off and begin receiving 
severance pay Thursday. 

The Chicago office will be 
headed by Ralph Tyler, a 
nationally known education 
consultant. 

The center had been run
ning up a financial deficit of 
about $30,000 a month. 

Slate Named 
By league 

San Diego's League of 
Women Voters elected a new 
slate of officers yesterday 
and announced the undertak
ing of a project to study San 
· ;"<!O's budgetary proce-

The final vote was 7,6 
against and 4,972 for the p~ 
posal, with the associati 
votes allocated according 
the assessed valuation of t 
member's property. Most , 
the votes were cast by prox~ 
for the absentee property 
owners. 

Harry Daniel, associatior, 
board president who led the 
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Author Demands 
Return Of Funds ' I 

SANTA BARBARA (AP) the only one offered a 1 
-The author·of "The Joy of chance of keeping his job. 
Sex" demanded the return of "The sole purpose is to 
$93,000 in royalties from the keep my money without 
financially troubled Center keeping their obligation," 
for the Study of Democratic Comfort said. "All funding , 
Institutions yesterday. from 'The Joy of Sex' ceases . 

Alex Comfort, a senior fel- immediately. : 
low at the institution, has He added that he saw no , 
signed over 20 per cent of the point in answering an in vita- i 
book's royalties to the facili- tion to stay on with the cen-
ty. But he told reporters that ter, saying: "I think it par- h' 
he now believes a plan to ticularly deplorable that a 0 · 

dismantle the controversial name like the center's which .m 
"think tank" voids that is in good repute be attached g. 
pledge. to a pathetic attempt of this v• 

On Saturday, the center's kind." 
-directors announced that 
most of the institution's 40 
employes would be fired and 
that a smaller operation 
soon would be set up in Chi-
cago. 
A 'HUMBUG' 

"The center no longer ex
ists," Comfort said. "What 
there is here now is a hum
bug, a pretense." 

Dr. Robert Hutchins, who 
founded the center for the 
scholarly discussion of the 
world's problems, said a 
small core of employes 
would remain in Santa Bar
bara to put out the center's 
publications. 

In addition to the $93,000 in 
royalties Comfort says the 
center has received, it was 
~stimated that the facility's 
share from "The Joy of Sex" 
in the next 12 months would 
come to $150,000. 
COVER EXPENSES 

A center financial docu
ment outlining the ...-plan 
drawn up to move the facili
ty to Chicago said directors 
were counting on the $150,000 
to cover expenses. 

Of the seven senior fel
lows, Comfort said he was 

Day In 
Sacramento 

By Associated Press 

THE ASSEMBLY 
Bills Passed 

Malpr~,.;l~ 

a lln'" 

Bonded tvA 
RIB ROAST, LARGr 
Beef ......... . 
CHUCK ROAST,, 
Beef ........ . 
ROUND STEAK, !· 
Beef .... : .... 
T·BONE STEAK 
Beefloln .... 
SLICED BACOF 
Oscar Mayer ... • 
ARM POT ROi' 
Beef Chuck .J 
TOP SIRLOIN ; 
Beefloln . . 
RUMP ROAs· 

- ~ 



The Fzmd for the Republic, Inc. 

March 3, 1975 

Dr. Gertrud Weiss Szilard 
8038 El Paseo Grande 
La Jolla, California 92037 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I am flattered to be asked 
to contribute to the Collected Works 
volwne t-wo. I shall be glad to -write 
a short introduction to a chapter. 
Everything depends on ho-w soon you -want 
it. I am still having my life long 
difficulty in keeping up with my work. 

Sincerely yours, 

{l~L Y~ 
Robert M. Hutchins 

Life Fellow 

Box 40t•8 Sa11ta Ba lm•a, Cal fo "'OlJtlJ -rcler 'o• c (St'") ~6" 'l2.Sl ( ,b/e C E~ TLR. c; 1 LA. ' 
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Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions 

Box 4068 / Snn ta Barbara, Californ ia 93103 

Dr~ 8Gertrud Weiss Szilard 
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March 3, 1975 

Dr. Gertrud Weiss Szilard 
8038 El Paseo Grande 
La Jolla, California 92037 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I am flattered to be asked 
to contribute to the Collected Wor ks 
volume two. I shall be glad to write 
a short introduction to a chapter. 
Everything depends on how soon you want 
it. I am still having my lifelong 
difficulty in keeping up with my ·work. 

Sincere ly yollrs ; 

Robert M. Hutchins 
Life Fellow 

Box -10C'8, S,ll ,la Bar/Jaln, Ca /,fonu,, 9JitJ-' 1T ,·iepl10uc: ( 'U5) oo0-3281 / Cnblc. CE.\'T[R SA\' TAl3 r iR RAR:\ (C AL:r) 



Dr. Robert M. Hutchins 
The Center for the Study 

of Democratic Institutions 
Box 4068 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

Dear Dr. Hutchins: 

T-1arch 17, 1975 

It was a real pleasure to talk to you on the telephone last 
Friday and I am very grateful to you for consentin~ to con
tribute to the Pecond Volume of the Szilard papers which we 
are now putting together. 

I am sending you encloRed t~e first draft of the proposed 
format of th:1s volume. As you see, we are attemptin.P' to divide 
the materials into three parts: the first part will contain the 
''Reminiscences" which have been previously published and which 
you have already seen, expanded by a few more transcripts of 
autobiographical fras:nnents. 1•Te also intend to print as an 
appendix some important documents and correspondence mentioned 
in the text. 

I am enclosinp.; an offprint of the "Reminiscences'' as they were 
published by the Harvard University Press in 1068. There, you 
are first mentioned on page 124 in connection with Leo's problem 
of hm-v to (ret a letter and memorandum ,..,hich h::~d been addressed 
to President Roosevelt, to President Tr11man. The memorandum is 
reprinted on pa~e 146, (Appendix II). The petition to the 
President, dated July 1945, as well as a letter by ~zilard 
to the group leaders of the metallurgical laboratory appear on 
pages 149 and 150. 

tve have an editorial probleP1 because the "Rel"l iniscences" really 
extend through the summer of 1946 when the Atomic F.nergy Act was 
passed. We have, however, a great deal of additional material 
for the year preceding this date which we have tentatively grouped 
into Chapter I of Part Two. 

With my letter of February 21 I included a list of the materials 
which we have found which date back to this period and also a 
list of materials which would be appropriately included into 
Chapter II which will cover the three years from August 1946 
through the fall of 1949. As far as we can see from the docu
ments, these were the years where things really popped in 
Chicago and which we thought you might like to write about 



Dr. Robert M. Hutchins 
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and I hope you will wish to start with the period beginning 
April 1945, when you became actually involved. Please feel 
free to write about any time period that you are most interested 
in, as \'Te can always take care of the formal fitting of the 
introductions to chapters editorially wit~ footnotes or anno
tations. Of course, if you would prefer to write the Foretord 
to the whole work I would be delighted. 

I am sendinR you selected materials which we have been con
sidering for the first two chapters of Part Two. ~ecause I 
don't want to burden you with too much paper, I have left out 
the Statements of ~zilard before the Fouse and ~enate Hearings 
in 1945 as well as some of the speeches anci menoranda , Nhich 
duplicate thoughts in the writings we are sendin~ vou. And as 
you have written such a delightful review of The Voice of the 
Dolphins I know that you are familiar wtth most of the fiction 
and have not included the stories. But I am sendinf, you a copy 
of your review as well as some other correspondence addressed 
to you or signed by you. Of cour~e I shall be very happy to 
send you anythinr else from our files th~t you might wish to 
see. 

A historian of science will come to La Jolla in the beginning 
of May to work with.us for one month and as he is primarily 
concerned with the time period covered in the reminiscences 
and the related documents it would be very helpful if we could 
have whatever introductory essay you may care to write bv the 
end of April. 

Thank you again, 

Sincerely, 

Encls. 
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Dr. Robert M. Hutchins 
The Center for the Study of 

Democratic Institutions 
Box 4068 
Santa Barbara, California 93103 

Dear Dr. Hutchins: 

February 21, 1975 

I have been very glad to learn from mutual friends who have 
seen you at the Center recently that you are looking and 
feeling very well. This good news has given me the temerity 
to tell you about what we are doing with the publication of 
the Szilard papers and to ask you a question. 

You may remember a small booklet with Leo's "Reminiscences'' 
(an offprint of a chapter in the Harvard book The Intellec
tual Migration) which I sent you some time ago. This publi
cation was followed by the f~t volume of the Collected Works 
of Leo Szilard--Scientific Papers, · edited by Bernard Feld 
and myself and published by the MIT Press in the fall of 1972. 
I do not know \'rhether you have seen this book. It is rather 
voluminous (over 700 pages) and if your library does not have 
a copy I would be happy to send you one. In that work we 
divided the scientific papers into several chapters according 
to the different fields of science in which Leo was interestsd 
and asked friends and colleagues who had worked with him on 
specific projects to write introductory essays to each chapter. 
This has worked out very well indeed and received favorable 
reviews. 

We are now in the process of putting together the manuscript 
for a second volume of the Collected Works which will include 
Leo's writings on topics other than science. We haven't found 
a title for the book yet, but "Saving the \• orld" is really 
what this volume is all about. We are trying to work out a 
format similar to Volume One, and are asking several of his 
friends to prepare introductions to the various chapters which 
in this volume will be arranged mostly by chronological periods. 

I am sending you enclosed the outline of two chapters covering 
the period immediatelv after Hiroshima throu~h September 1949. 
This was the time when the scientists at the University of 
Chicago started their vigorous efforts to alert the world to 
the impact of atomic energy and to find solutions to the 
problems raised by the bomb. Because you were so much involved 
and so supportive to the movement at that time I wonder whether 



Dr. Robert M. Hutchins 
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you would perhaps like to write an introductory essay for 
this period. This may be as long or short as you wish and 
the purpose is, of course, to make the period come alive 
and transmit something to the reader which the papers alone 
cannot do. 

In addition to the outline, I am enclosing a few letters and 
memoranda to refresh your memory. If you would like to have 
copies of the other items on the list I shall of course be 
very happy to send them to you, but I don't want to innundate 
you with paper at this point before I know whether you would 
like to consider this project. 

This second volume is sponsored here at the University by 
Dr. York's Program on Science, Technology and Public Affairs 
and I have the assistance of a part-tiMe historian and a part
time secretary on a small NSF grant. 

Our difficulty at this point is that we have too much material 
so that sifting and avoidance of duplication is really a major 
editorial problem. We plan to reprint the "Reminiscences" in 
the first half of the book and append some of the important 
documents to which the Reminiscences refer, as an appendix. 

All this is done in the hope that some of Leo's thou~hts 
and endeavors "to save mankind'' will encourage like-minded 
people to continue to work in this direction. Unfortunately 
at this point it seems that the world is particularly resis
tant to the idea of being saved. 

I do hope that you do not mind being troubled with this matter 
but because Leo was so close to you - and enjoyed it so much -
I cannot think of anyone whom I would rather approach. 

I shall of course be very happy to answer any questions you 
might have and if you prefer to talk over the telephone my 
home number, where I have an answering service, is (714) 
454-1665. At the office where we are usually on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday the number is (714) 452-4519. 

Best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Encl. 



Dr. Robert M. Hutchins 
The Center for the Study of 

Democratic Institutions 
Box 4068 
Santa Barbara, California 93103 

ear Dr. Hutchins: 

February 21, 1975 

I have been very glad to learn from rnutu~l friends who have 
seen you at the Center recently that you are looking and 
feeling very well. This ,ood news has given me the temerity 
to tell you about what we are doin~ wit~ the publication of 
the Szilard papers and to ask you a ouestion. 

You may remember a small booklet with Leo's 11 Remin1scences 11 

(an offprint of a chapter in the Farvard book The Intellec
tual '1igrat ion) which I sent you some tirne ago. This publi
cation was followed by the f~t volume of the Collected Horks 
of Leo ~zilard--Scientific Papers, edited by Rernard Feld 
and myself and published by the MIT Press in the fall of 1972. 
I do not know whether you have seen this book. It is rather 
voluminous (over 700 pages) and if your library does not have 
a copy I would be happy to send you onP. In that work we 
divided the scientific papers into several chapters according 
to t1e different fields of sci~nce in which Leo was interestsd 
and asked friends and colleagues who had worked with hiM on 
specific projects to write introductory essays to each chapter. 
This has worked out very well indeed and received favorable 
reviews. 

We are now in the process of puttin~ together the manuscript 
for a second volume of the Collected Works which will include 
Leo's writines on topics other than science. We haven't found 
a t1tle for the book yet, but "Sav:1nc; the Vorld" is really 
what this volume is all about. We are tryin~ to work out a 
format similar to Volume One, and are asking several of his 
friends to prepare introductions to the various chapters which 
in this volume will be arranged mostly by chronological periods. 

I am sending you enclosed the outline of two chapters covering 
the period immed1 at ely after H1rosh1.ma throu£?h ~eptember 19L19. 
This was the time whe n the scientists at the University of 
Chicago started their vLgorous efforts to alert the world to 
the impact of atomic energy and to find solutions to the 
problems raised by the bomb. Because you were so much involved 
and so supportive to the movement at that time I wonder whether 



Dr. Robert M. Hutchins 
February 21, 1975 
Page Two 

you would perhaps like to write an introductory essay for 
this period. This may be as long or short as you wish and 
the purpose is, of course, to make the period come alive 
and transmit something to the reader which the papers alone 
cannot do. 

In addition to the outline, I am enclosing a few letters and 
memoranda to refresh your memory, If you would like to have 
copies of the other items on the list I shall of course be 
very bappy to send them to you, but I don't want to innundate 
you with paper at this point before I know whether you would 
like to consider this project. 

This second volume is sponsored here at the University by 
Dr. York's Program on Science, Technology and Public Affairs 
and I have the assistance of a part-tine historian and a part
tine secretary on a small iTSF grant. 

Our difficulty at this point is that we have too much material 
so that sifting and avoidance of duplication is really a major 
editorial problem. 1~'e plan to reprint the "Reminiscences" in 
the first half of the book and append some of the important 
documents to which the Reminiscences refer, as an appendix. 

All this is done in the hope that some of Leo's thou~hts 
and endeavors 11 to save mankind" vdll encourage like-minded 
people to continue to work in this direction. Unfortunately 
at this point it seems that the world is particularly resis
tant to the idea of being saved. 

I do hope that you do not mind being troubled with this matter 
but because Leo was so close to you - and enjoyed it so much -
I cannot think of anyone whom I would rather approach. 

I shall of course be very happy to answer any questions you 
might have and if you prefer to talk over the telephone my 
home number, where I have an answering service, is (7lij) 
454-1665. At the office where we are usually on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday the number is (714) ll52-4519. 

Best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Encl. 
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~Jer f" the St,.dy of Demoa-alic lnilifulions / The F•md f" !he Rep,.blic, Inc 

March 3, 1975 

Dr. Gertrud Weiss Szilard 
8038 El Paseo Grande 
La Jolla, California 92037 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I am flattered to be asked 
to contribute to the Collected Works 
volume two. I shall be glad to wri.te 
a short introduction to a chapter. 
Everything depends on how soon you want 
it. I am still having my lifelong 
difficulty in keeping up with my work. 

Sincerely yours, 

ft c-t~L Lrl.u--u~ 
Robert M. Hutchins 

Life Fellow 

Box ~OoS , Santn Bar!.>ara, Ctlt{omia OJJ03 / Tclepl tollc: (805) 969-328 1 / CablP: C£,\"TER SANT /1 8 ·iR BA[{ ,.\ (CAl n I 
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