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n September 27, 2007, UC San Diego Medical Center will break ground for the Sulpizio

Family Cardiovascular Center, a new 128,000-square-foot facility that includes an

expansion of patient care areas of UCSD’s Thornton Hospital. The sparkling four-story

project will unify UCSD’s ambulatory, clinical, and inpatient heart and stroke care in one

convenient location with construction completion expected in 2010.
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“This is where leading-edge research will be translated to patient care, giving UCSD patients

access to the latest treatments, procedures, equipment, and clinical trials,” said Marye Anne Fox,

Chancellor, UC San Diego. “It’s remarkable to think about the impact the Sulpizio Family

Cardiovascular Center will have on our region, and the many lives that will be touched and saved

here.” 

Conceptualized by architects RTKL Associates of Los Angeles, the Center’s “jewel-box” inspired

glass design carefully integrates more than 20 examination rooms, four cardiac catheterization

labs, four cardiac-sized operating rooms sized to accommodate complex cardiac cases, 24

UC San Diego Medical Center Breaks Ground for the
Sulpizio Family Cardiovascular Center on September 27
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i nt e n si v e c ar e a n d i nt er m e di at e c ar e b e d s, e x p a n d e d i m a gi n g l a b s, e n h a n c e d cli ni c al r e s e ar c h

f a ciliti e s, a n d a n e x p a n d e d E m er g e n c y D e p art m e nt wit h a t ot al of 1 8 pri v at e e x a m st ati o n s.

M eti c ul o u sl y pl a n n e d a n d t e st e d, e a c h r o o m h a s b e e n cr e at e d t o m a xi mi z e c ar di a c c ar e i n a

w el c o mi n g f a mil y-fri e n dl y e n vir o n m e nt.

“ T h a n k s t o t h e g e n er o sit y of t h e c o m m u nit y, U C S D i s n o w a bl e t o bri n g t o g et h er p ati e nt c ar e,

cli ni c al r e s e ar c h a n d tr ai ni n g pr o gr a m s i nt o o n e st at e- of-t h e- art f a cilit y w h er e p ati e nt s will h a v e

c o n v e ni e nt a c c e s s t o t o d a y’ s m o st s o u g ht aft er di a g n o sti c a n d tr e at m e nt o pti o n s f or h e art a n d

str o k e c ar e,” s ai d A nt h o n y D e M ari a, M. D., Dir e ct or of t h e S ul pi zi o F a mil y C ar di o v a s c ul ar C e nt er.

O n e of t h e di sti n g ui s hi n g f a c et s of t h e S ul pi zi o F a mil y C ar di o v a s c ul ar C e nt er will b e t h e r e gi o n’ s

o nl y u ni v er sit y- b a s e d f ell o w s hi p tr ai ni n g pr o gr a m i n cli ni c al c ar di ol o g y a n d c ar di o v a s c ul ar r e s e ar c h.

Wit h pr oj e cti o n s i n di c ati n g a gr o wi n g n e e d f or h e art s p e ci ali st s t o c ar e f or a n a gi n g b a b y b o o m er

p o p ul ati o n, t h e g o al of t hi s pr o gr a m i s t o d e v el o p c ar di ol o gi st s wit h a d v a n c e d e x p eri e n c e w h o ar e

c o m mitt e d t o b e c o mi n g a c c o m pli s h e d s c h ol ar s a n d l e a d er s. I n 2 0 0 7, m or e t h a n 4 5 0 a p pli c a nt s

fr o m t h e U. S. a n d ar o u n d t h e w orl d c o m p et e d f or o nl y f o ur o p e n p o siti o n s.

“ T h e S ul pi zi o F a mil y C ar di o v a s c ul ar C e nt er r e pr e s e nt s o n e of U C S D’ s m ulti pl e C e nt er s of

E x c ell e n c e , c o m bi ni n g m e di c al r e s e ar c h, e d u c ati o n a n d p ati e nt c ar e t o a d dr e s s t h e h e alt h c ar e

n e e d s of o ur gr o wi n g a n d a gi n g p o p ul ati o n,” s ai d D a vi d Br e n n er, M. D., Vi c e C h a n c ell or of H e alt h

S ci e n c e s at U C S D. “ T hr o u g h o ur w orl d-r e n o w n e d r e s e ar c h pr o gr a m s, w e ar e u ni q u el y p o siti o n e d

t o m a k e a d v a n c e s i n di s e a s e pr e v e nti o n a n d pi o n e er n e w tr e at m e nt s a n d t e c h n ol o gi e s t h at

i m pr o v e p ati e nt c ar e, n ot o nl y l o c all y, b ut gl o b all y.”

“ T h e S ul pi zi o C ar di o v a s c ul ar C e nt er r efl e ct s t h e n e xt st e p i n t h e tr a n sf or m ati o n of U C S D M e di c al

C e nt er E a st C a m p u s i nt o a lif eli n e of l e a di n g- e d g e c ar e a n d tr a n sl ati o n al r e s e ar c h i n S o ut h er n

C alif or ni a,” s ai d Ri c h Li e k w e g, C hi ef E x e c uti v e Offi c er of U C S D M e di c al C e nt er. “I n t h e c o mi n g

d e c a d e s, U C S a n Di e g o M e di c al C e nt er i s c o m mitt e d t o e n s uri n g t h at p ati e nt s i n o ur r e gi o n h a v e

m or e c h oi c e s t h a n e v er t o s el e ct t h e b e st p o s si bl e c ar e cl o s e t o h o m e. T hi s pr oj e ct will al s o

pr o vi d e a d diti o n al a c c e s s t o s er vi c e s at T h or nt o n H o s pit al, w hi c h fr e q u e ntl y o p er at e s at c a p a cit y

d u e t o i n cr e a si n g p ati e nt d e m a n d.”

A c ut e c ar di a c s er vi c e s will c o nti n u e t o b e pr o vi d e d at U C S D’ s Hill cr e st H o s pit al t o c ar e f or

p ati e nt s br o u g ht t o t h e E m er g e n c y D e p art m e nt. B ot h sit e s will d eli v er t h e c ali b er of c ar e a n d

s er vi c e t h at h a s h el p e d r a n k U C S D M e di c al C e nt er a s a t o p-ti er a c a d e mi c m e di c al c e nt er i n

i m pr o vi n g h e alt h t hr o u g h r e s e ar c h, e d u c ati o n a n d p ati e nt c ar e, s ai d Li e k w e g, n oti n g t h at o v er $ 8 0

milli o n i n f a cilit y a n d pr o gr a m i m pr o v e m e nt s ar e al s o u n d er w a y at U C S D M e di c al C e nt er- Hill cr e st.

C ar di o v a s c ul ar di s e a s e i s t h e l e a di n g c a u s e of d e at h i n t h e U nit e d St at e s, aff e cti n g m or e t h a n 5 8

milli o n A m eri c a n s. W hil e t hi s di s e a s e d o e s n ot di s cri mi n at e, r e c e nt st u di e s h a v e s h o w n t h at

n e arl y h alf a milli o n w o m e n di e e a c h y e ar fr o m h e art di s e a s e a n d str o k e a n d t h at m or e w o m e n

will di e fr o m c ar di o v a s c ul ar di s e a s e t h a n fr o m t h e t o p fi v e f or m s of c a n c er c o m bi n e d.
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The UCSD Cardiovascular Center Board has raised $30 million to support the Sulpizio Family

Cardiovascular Center. This includes a $10 million leadership gift from Richard and Maria (Gaby)

Sulpizio. UCSD is also grateful to Gene and Hannah Step, Betty and Bob Beyster, Anne and

Joseph Coors, Diane Martin, Jerome Katzin, Peter Farrell and all the other donors whose

enormous generosity is making this project a reality. The overall $171 million facility will be funded

with a combination of hospital reserves, debt financing and philanthropy.

The UC San Diego Medical Center campus in La Jolla is also the site of the Moores UCSD Cancer

Center, the region’s only National Cancer Institute-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center and

one of only 40 in the nation, and the Shiley Eye Center complex, which includes the Hamilton

Glaucoma Center, the Jacobs Retina Center and the Ratner Children’s Eye Center. Both Centers

house research laboratories and clinical programs dedicated to advancing care in those specialty

areas.

# # #

About UC San Diego

Since its founding just 45 years ago, the University of California, San Diego has rapidly achieved

status as one of the top institutions in the nation for higher education and research. One of ten

campuses in the world-renowned University of California system, UC San Diego enrolls more than

27,000 students each year and offers degrees in a variety of disciplines, including seven

professional schools. UC San Diego is also one of  five UC Health Sciences campuses,

encompassing the School of Medicine, Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences

and UCSD Medical Center.  Ranked 8th best public university in the nation, 5th best public

medical school, and one of the nation’s best medical centers in six specialties by U.S. News and

World Report, UCSD has also been named by Newsweek as the “hottest” institution for science. 

Gifts made by alumni and friends play an important role in keeping the University and the Health

Sciences at the forefront of academic, research and clinical excellence. For more information,

please visit www.giving.ucsd.edu  

Media Contact: Jackie Carr, 619-543-6163, jcarr@ucsd.edu
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