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TERRITORY 

Administration 
Press .Stat.ement9 
No. 173. 

of PAPUA and NEW GUINEA 

Port Moresby , 
D�c�mber 4, 1964. 

MAJOR PATROL TO BIAMI COUNTRY IN WESTERN DISTRICT 
(Statement by the Director of District Administratioh, Mr. J .. K. 

McCarthy. ) 

A Patrol 0fficer9 Mr. R.A. Road, who made an 
extensive first contact patrol through the main area of the Biami . 
country in the Western District, has described the people ' s · 

reaction to seeing a European and European goods for the first 
time. 

. The Biamis, who probably number . around 2, 500, 
live in small scattered communities in a regi on some 50 miles 
south of.the Southern Highlands border and approximately 100 
miles east of the.Strickland River . Their.area is now being 
brought under government influence by District Administration 
staff from_ the Nomad Patrol Post which was opened in 1962.· 

In the report on his 118-day patrol Mr·.· Hoad 
says the Biarnis are amongst the most isolated people.in the 
Territory, being cut off from outside contact by a vast expanse 
of forest to the south, and by huge limestone escarttments to the 
north • .  Probably as a result of this i.solation they are extremely 
primitive, and although exploratory patrols moved �h+q:Ugh the 
fringes oi. the Biami country in pJrewar ye a rs, and again in the 
postwar era, many of the people had never seen a European until 
Mr .. Road's recent visit . A number of small communities 
had been contacted by the McBride patrol in 1959 but many 
people deliberately evaded all previous patrols . 

· 

Although some of the Biamis had been hostile towards 
Mr. McBride's patrol five years ago, Mr. Road encountered no 
difficulty when he entered the Bia mi country. In fact quite a 
number of Biami men walked from their hamlets to see the patrol when 
it was visiting adjoining groups before a6tually reaching the 
Biami homesteads. When the patrol arrived at the fir st Biami 
homesteads the inhabitants sh owed no surprise, and the women and 
children were present, a sure sign of confidence on the part of the 
local people. 

The Biamis helped the patrol to build rest houses 
at the ir haml ets , and showed keen interest in everything carried 
by the party. At some places there was great excit ement at seeing 
a white man and obviously the people found a European to be a 
fascinating novelty . Jror instance, as the patrol was leaving one 
of the hamlets it was halted by excited cries of "Wait! Wait!" 

'Then a Biami from another area rushed up, and after a torrent 
of explanation to the interprete_r, the l at ter finally said to 
Mr. Hoad �  "It's all right now, he's seen you. We can go." 

Conmenting on the Biarais' interest in.the patrol gear, 
Mr. Road says: "The.spontaneous interest in our trade items and 
equipment was more prono11nced in this locality th.an I hp.d 
encountered in any other primit ive area. T he things that 
delighted them were simple, and.so much taken for granted by us 
that their astonishment was reflected in me. .Looking into a 
mirror for the first tine , . a puzzled expression of uncertainty, 



or delight, would appear. Often the next reaction would be 
that the person looking into the glass immediately centred his 
bamboo nose piece, just as a European woman would adjust her 
hair. Fish hooks were accepted as ornaments until their . 
purpose was explained, and even then some of the men preferred to 
use them as hair ornaments. Matches also fascinated the people. 
When shown how to strike them, some Biamis cautiously held them 
at arn' s length as. thov.gh the mat ch would suddenly expl_ode into 
a great fire-ball. The mere opening of a box of matches 
intrigued them, particularly when the box was held upside down and 
all the matches spilled out. 

Mr. Hoad says: "It was not easy to tell what would 
capture their imagination or what would be accepted without 
coIJment. The patrol radio, for example, aroused no interest, 
but any book which I chanced to be reading caused great excitement. 
Their reaction was - all those pages between the covers - and 
the pictures! These delighted them, and it didn't matter if they 
were viewed sideways or simply upside down. They were also 
fascinated by the "houses" we carried about ( tents ) , the lamps 
used at night, the flag put at t he top of a post where it served 
no purpose that they could discern. Boots with hob nails, clothing, 
canned food, combing one's hair- and washing one's hands, all this 
aroused the keenest interest. Confronted with these wonders the 
Biamis continually flicked their wide bark belts in gestures 
of astonishment, and uttered cries of amazement at all our 
wonders." 

The only real problem encountered by the patrol was due 
to the people 1·s •acute hunger for steel axes and knives which 
prompted several thefts. The Biamis still use stone adzes for 
felling trees and clearing large food gardens, a laborious task, 
but Mr. Hoad commen ts that stone tools are much more efficient 
than some people realise. Due to th e acute shortage in tl:ieir 
area steel represents great wealth to the people, and it was 
possible that the friendly reception accorded the patrol was 
extended in the hope of getting some. The people were not always 
content to wait for steel through the customary process of 
trading local foodstuffs for axes and knives, and some sought to 
obtain them by theft. However, all stolen a�ticles were recovered, 
being brought back voluntarily by the village elders aft er Mr. 
Hoad explained that the patrol would remain until all the stolen 
goods were returned. In all hamlets where such incidents 
occurred, the patrol remained in the area until full confidence 
was restored with the community. 

During the extended journey through the Biami country 
Mr. Hoad saw some of the human trophies taken by the people 
during raids on neighbouring groups. Skulls of raid victims are 
bleached and then decorated before they are put on permanent 
display in the communal houses used by the Biamis. When 
raiding the young men make swift surprise attacks _on isolated 
homesteads where the raiders can be sure of superiority in numbers. 
They depend on a rapid flight from the scene of the raid for 
iIJmunity against immediate retaliation. The widespread fear in 
which the Biamis are held by other tribes appears to obviate any 
chance of revenge raids. In talks with the people Mr. Road ih.lso 
learned that cannibalism had been practiced after successful 
raids, and among such primitive and isolated people this was 
regarded as normal tribal cu.stom. On subsequent patrols which 
will consolidate government influence in the area District 
Administration Officers will explain how this will benefit the 
people, and they will be told that raiding and cannibalism r:mst 
cease. Long experience in similar primitive areas indicates 

.. ' r 



that th e s e strictures soon become accepted by the tribes once 
regular patrolling is established. 

Mr. Road repo�ts thai in addition to regi onal isolation 
the· Bi amis have very little cont act between their own groups, the 
people of the various communal houses b eing scatt ered over a wi d e 
area and are also separat ed by distrust , friction and host ility . 
They do not think of themselves as being members of the Biami 
group, but us0 the names of t heir indivi dual hamlets. There are 
few tracks between the homesteads, and even these are overgrown 
and obviously seldom used. 

· 

Their communal houses
.

are quit e large and accommodate 
all members of the clan group. The houses are built of s aplings 
and split palm, tree bark and sago fronds, all held to gether by 
bush vines. The essential feature of the communal house is 
s ecur i ty , a strongly fortified front and a narrow centr al entrance. 
with heavy sliding bars which fall into position to close the 
building . A rear ver and a is built out over sloping ground . 
Within t he building there are separate areas for the men, and the 
women and children. 

Mr. Road says that unless there is s ome special 
pro j ect under way - hous e building or clearin g land for food gardens, 
the men take life very leisurely. After a late rising in the 
morning some may drift out to the forest for a day's hunti ng or 
fishing . A few may help the women by fencing garden lcmd or 
clearing more land, but always there are some whb indulge in 
nothing more active than sheer idleness. They sit on the veranda 
of their house looking out over the apparently endle s s forest, 
making casual conversation before falling asleep. Ot h ers may fill· 
in time scrap ing down their fine arrow heads, plait ing an armlet 
of fine cane, or weaving a ne w string bag. However, the wonen have 
much more to do as most of the food growing is their responsibility, 
also the care of the children, the household chore s and looking after 
the pigs which are one of the main forms of wealth. Ot h er wealth 
comprises stone axes, cowrie shells and str ings of dogs' teoth. 

The people are keen hunters and never travol far without 
their weapons. Their arrows are long, slender and finely carved, 
some being bone-tipped and some fitt e d with bone barbs. Those 
used for fish and birds are pronged, and others used for hunting 
pig, cassow ary and wallaby h ave wide bamboo blades. The men hunt 
individually or in groups. They are good at tracking and moving 
silently through the bush, and know th eir own hunting grounds in 
great detail , the rivers, the ridges, and the constrictions where 
the y can corne r their quarry. When hunting in groups the young 
boys accompany the party. The hunters build a log fonc e through 
the thickest part of the forest , leaving a very narrow gap where the 
game, hotly pursued by the dogs , makes an effort to escape. T h e 
best marksmen take up po s itions in hiding behind this outlet and 
the rest of the hunters fan out. With r;mch whooping and yelling 
they attempt to drive whateve r game there is through the forest to 
the ambush . 

The customary garb of the Biani men is a narrow bark 
apron in front and over this a short knitted sporan of native fibre. 
At the back swing a s erie s of grass skir t s , the first reaching to 
the back of the knees, the second being shorter , and the third only 
ab out six inches deep. A wide bark belt is worn around the waist , 

and some times as high as the chest, and over this strips of cane 
are often fastened which can be used for fire-making when the need 
arises . Most of the men wear a fringe of cassowary quills high 
across the forehead, but alternatively others wear wiGS made of 
grass, the grass being fine and long so that it b ends almost to 



the shoulders. Fine long lengt hs of sago leaf are tucked into 
the armlets, and the belt and knee b ands . Other ornaments of the 
men include coils of plaited string, thre aded lengths of red and 
white berries, or cowrie shells, all worn slung from one shoulder, 
bandolier st yle. Other strings of beads are worn around the neck 
or suspended from the ear lobes. Armlets are made of pl rii ted 
strips of green and white cane. The final touch of ornamentation 
is a b amb oo or bone nos e- pi ece of wh ich the men are very proud. 
None regard themselves as properly dressed wit ho ut it, and the 
larger and longer the piece of bone or bamboo , the great e r the 
credit it does the wearer. The men groom their ho.ir into dozens 
of greasy ringlets which fall to the shoulders . The forehead is 
shaven well back and wide bands of wh ite beads are tied in 
posit ion. 

In contrast t he women's dress is very drab, comprising 
string skirts and bark capes, wi th only a few woven o rnaments . 

Some wear strings of cow ri e shells around their necks but these 
belong to their husband or fat her . On the approach of strangers 
the women iL1mediat ely wrap themselves from neck to feet in their 
long bark capes. 

In addition to visit ing 35 of the Biami clan groups 
and 120 of th eir communal homeste ads , Mr. Hoad also contacted the 
Supei� Kubor � Gebusi and Komifa people, all of whom also live in 
the region administered from the Nomad Patrol Post. 

An Assistant Patrol Officer, Mr. M. Rarua of Pari Village 
ne ar Port Moresby, accompanied Mr. Hoad during th e latter part of 
the patrol. Also the pa rty comprised eight members of the Royal 
Papua and New Guinea Constabulary, three interpreters and 55 carriers. 

Mr. Hoad conducted an outstand ing pat:!'.'ol through an 
area where hostility had been shown towards previous exploratory 
patr ols . Despite this he won the .confidence of the Biami people 
and his ski lfu l and car eful handling of theft incidents made it 
unlikely that subsequent patrols will run into simi lar difficulty. 
Also the detailed information gathered by Mr. Hoad will be of 
great value to otho r officers in consolidating governr1ent 
influence in the area. 

The Biamis are one of the few small isolated groups 
who number in all about 20,000 people, wh o are still in the f irst 
stage of coming under gove rnment influence. This figure compares 
with a total T erritory populati on of j ust over 2,000,000. There 
are now no areas of the Territory w here the people have not been 
contacted by D istrict Administration patrols. 



67-3-23 

Dietriot Oon:uniasioner, 
Viester:n Diatriot, 
D A R U. 

12th November, 1964, 

PATRO� ,1'l<�PO�T N,q, 4,-6.J/6,i - NOMADa 

Thank you tor forwarding me the above repor�, 
whioh is a first olaas presentation of f aota illuetrate4 
by an outstanding collection of photographa. It is a 
grave pity that it did not arrive in tiroa to be of oarrent 
value and I trust tha·t ateps have baen taken to ensure 
that whoever borrowed and mislaid the file will not do any 
such thing again. 
2. The patrol has been oonduoted in an unhurr1e4 
manner allowing au.:f'tioient time to establish real and 
effeotive oontaot throUBhout and oare has been taken to 
create a proper impreaslon of the Administration, showing 
firmness and strength aa well a.a fairness and desire to 
help. A few more patrols oarried out in a similar manner 
will go a long way towards establishing some eemblanee ot 
law and order. 

3. It is desirable that officers frou1 Nomad purohaee 
a. reasonable selection of artefaots foI.· the museUlll before 
patrolling and ti·ade have wrought too many changes in �h• 
pre-oontaot situation. See Standing Instruotiona, Volume 
1, pa,;es 39-41 and Appendix C for an outline of what ia 
needed. In addition, it oould be of interaut to briefly 
eketoh in any partioulu.r hieto.ry attaohi.ng to a particular 
implement. 
4. The report gives a good outline of the Nomad 
Sub-Distriot other than Mt. Bosa.vi and a very clear pioture 
of the Biami area. Those who followed Mr. Hoad at Nomad 
must have found it of very great value in planning their 
work. 

(J.K. MoCarthy) 
DilY!qTOJ1. 



6? j. 2:S 
/?J :�. 

• _T_E_R_R __ T_o_
,
,_
' 
R_Y _ _,.�-�o,,..,... _F_; ,,.,.,..:-;-.,,,,.-�--U_A __ A_N_o __ N_E_w __ G_U_l _N_E_A_<�-t> 

/ /:f(�'�u>\ . . 
District Of'fice, 
western Distr i ct, 
DARU. Telegrams 

Telephone 
IAH'CR 
67-7-1 

Our Reference .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

I f  calling as l<  for 

Mr ............................ . . 

( ' I 
\ ' 

\. / "  I ,, .,,/ 
�';;;,,. #/ �� . . . · � · 

The Director, 
Department of Native Af fairs, 
KONEDOBUo 

August 26th, 1964.. 

PATROL NOMAD 4-63/64 - �STRICKLAND CENSUS DIVISION 
••o At tached is a prof'Usely illustrated report of the 

above 118-day pa t rol by Mr. R.Ao HOAD, Patrol Officero I regret 
its delayed submission, owing to th e f'ile having been "borrowed" 
and subsequently mislaid . Mr. HOAD was accompanied for 26 days 
by Mr. M. RARUA, A ssi stant Patrol Off'icer. 

2. This is an exceptional Report by a most a stute and 
analytical observer . Seldom does one see as adequate a cover age 
of all aspects of' lif'e amongst primitive cannibal headhunters. 
If it was a biographical novel or newspaper article, it would 
probably be worth a great deal of money . I trus t that the Report 
will be release d to the press and Mro HOAD will be giv en f'Ull 
acknowledgement for his fine effort. 

3. �he very f'u.11 diary, population, group and anthrop-
ological information and map will be of innnense v alue in planning 
ruture field administ ration and development. It is obvi ous that 
both cauti ous confidence and prolonged overtures will be necessary 
before we can claim any viable inf'luence amongst the BIAMI. From 
othe r indications it is clear that all sur rounding groups are 
11 scared stiff" of them and as a res'lil t of this, endeavours to 
recruit locals to replace the permanent KIUNGA. carrier line are 
unlikely to be fruitfU.l f'or some time: a non-BIAMI in BIAMI 
territory spends all his time cowering behind a policeman. 

4. There is little I can add to the repor t except to 
congratulate an outstandingly ef'f'icient officer on his initial 
reconnaisS8.nce and the presentation of his findings. Association 
with this officer is a pleasureo 

5. I would recommend that the Report be brought to the 
notir•e of His Honour the Administrator and the Public Relations 
Officer. 

(I. A. Holmes) 
DIS'l'RICT OFFICER 



f'el•xmmi 
r�tephone 

. • . 

tE'LJt• 
"' 

. tJuf Reference ........................................... . 

(ex. NOMAD Patf.ol P«UJt • 
Wtuatertt Dil!iriet, ) 

If callin1 ask for '" 
Mr .................................. --..... _ 

26th. Ap�ilt 1984, 

The District Officer, 
•estern District, 
DARO, Papua. -

EAST STRtCktANI> DIVISION .... J 1A.11 :t · 

.. 

� 1-.. _,;_•' 

AttAched please find Origittlll and three copi�ll ot the abot'a-.1.fl\i 
Report, together with my 11UH60 1-6•9 of 25th. April", copy ol;1·''d8 
photographs cJf the F.ast Stfilckland, aild paitrol claims. 
the map and v-arious arro• headA ot the Mat Stricklattd 
under �eparate coYer• 

I had delayed the submi-41siorf ot this · i-eport hoping that otfit 
of the BIAMI (retei-ence isdllad& to them in the report)'WO 
tr om processing tot- inclnaib1H Ht\te'\Ttr • the7 haye fte»t "" 
amt since I leave tor oLSoB:rP to"'ll&ri-ott t thtftk·it ptr 
toff'ard the i-epo.r-t in i ti pt'll"11t+· toN . rutl •ttblnit a . "*"'. 
·1n�et1on in due cottf>Ae • r loff'?>.f.tt th� riot. tob' tH•tmtt ''ftf 

�-+:'I 

Ot1lt five copies ot the map were\printed by tands. Pe�J.ta 
care to a1ak toi- additional cepie8 tor the i:n:torlllatidn ·�1t 
TAkt and KOROBA and turthtr •orking copieA tor NOMAD? 

' : 
i 

·-�� 
(R. A. ttoad) 
Pat.rot Officer 



Telep-am. 

Telephone 

T�RRlTORY 

Our Reference .............. �.'?. .. :: ... ! ... :: ... �. (Copy) Sub-District Off ice 
K l UNG A, 

If calling a�k for _______ ._ __ _ 

Mr ................................ ·--·-····-

Weettrn Di•triet. 

1st. November, 1963. 

The Officer in Charge, 
N 0 MA D. 

BUMI PATROL 1963 
�--�--------�-�----�-

.. 

Your 67-1-3 of 15th. October, 1963, refers. t have rea4 
your proposals with great interest and concur •f th all tottt' 
arrangements for- this patrol# 1 have minuted. on a cepy ot :totil" 
memorandum to the District Officer so that we might have hi• 
colftlnents before your departure. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. I 

5. 

I think that on a patrol of this natut"e it trould bt deitrallt,'. 
to have a second officer but unfortunately o� preaent atlff1>tf 
position makes this an impollsibility. Thia aspect ot thl jitP'i 
ha& already been discusAed .-1th Mr. Caret. ·· · ·  

Although your earlier contacts wit.h the JU.AMI people ltt ff'l 
areas have been suprisingly cordial >in v-iew. of. their ��t ... • 

the real core of feeling towards the Administration i• •tll 
only to be guessed At, and I would strongly a4•iae 70'1;. �-;·r 
with the utmost caution in contacting thH1 �6tllh . Thia 6f > 

t know you intend to do. Ill pat'ticular there ehould bi' •• ,· 

display of steel tools by youi- police or carriet-a. fti ' 
of these people tor that connodity may overooMe their 
as there was apparently.an element of it in the coatro 
McBride's patrol. 
tr you have not already done so, I suggest that you perUli 
Chapter vii *'The Uae of lt'orcett Part 1 "Firing on tloatil•HI� 
ot the recently diatributed Deptttmental Standing Iftlltfttcitl•ttl 
This is a fir!Jt claas piece of work and admiJ-Ably otttlinli';lll 
position under the Queeuland Criminal Code. t-elatiflg . to ttll':." 
circumstances where self-defence is justifitd and the d.egflf''· 
torce which lllay be emplbyed in certain situationa. tt.fet 
not received a copy ot. these in&tructiou at NOMAD, pUr ,. :· 

by radio and I •ill aend the Kit.lNGA atation copy to you·. t>l11' 
Your police detachment lllhOttld be carefully inatr-ucted Ai I··. 
bet ore the patrol on the t;rpes ot tire orders they may f-eetl .. r,·. 

Please ensure that your portable radio equipment is in tf51�i'.i 
We have a aupply ot rreah batteriea here it you requil'e f'tlJI" 
ments, and maintain the tH•Wll radio schedules on Mondaya, llf 
days, and Frida:rs. 1 would appreciate the ettlieat polailJli' 
ad<vice of airdt-op requirements ao that the Distrit\t otttelf>>' 
be enabled to make the neceasary ar-rang1aents with Stolaif'1· 
Please advise if ybtt require anythin�. Good patrolliltft• 

• • • • • • • • • • • M. IA.ng 
a/Assistant fiiatriet ottictf 
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TERRITORY 01= PAPUA. ANI'.> NEW GUINEA 

The District Officer, 
Western District, 
DARU, Papua. 

In Reply 
Please Quote 

No. 

NOMAD Patrol Post, 
kiun.ga Sttb•Di�trict, 
Western District. 
lat. April, 1964. 

PATROL REPORT N 0 MAD No. 4 - 1963/64: 
--------······--···············-······-··· 

Re:gort of a patrol to the BIAMI and to TARI in the South,1'6 ltgl 

R. A. Hoad, Patrol 

From 16/9/1963. to 11/10/11 
SUPEI ; kUBOR ; BliMt ",pl 

From 13/11/1963 to 12/2/1164 
GEBUSI; BIAMI ; KOMlrA ti'�' 

: M. Rarua, Aasistattt Patr61 
from 24/12/19&3 

(1) R.P.& N.G.C. 
-------1111!.------

(2) !!!!t!�!!!�! 

• . 

(3) carriers t 
.. ______ _ 

EAST STRICKLAND 

Familarization: anaittly 
BIAMI population and uaeaws 
of the Administration; · 

To aaaeas populatidllt. � · 

subsistence pattern Aild ·tril. 
To consolidate intldf!!fJ.ct di' 

--- : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ---



INTRODUCTION 

When Hides left his canoes at the RENtotlt 
in 1935 he led his patrol ottt to the east and this expedition would 
then have passed tht'ough the tribal area that we speak of as "BI!Mi••, 
The population located was found to be mostly timid and few in rtttDtfi@r 
and except to recal l an incident in which an armed constable was 
ambushed by a native on the Strickland River it seems that Hidea 
was left rather depressed - except, perhaps, in the simplicity ot 
life of the "nomadic folk" who lived contained by this sea ot fi��A�; 
Certainly Hides was less thrilled with his discoveries of this 
locality ( ''fit only for wallabies and bandicoots") that his repot-t 
presents a gloomy picture of the depressing inhospitable countt-y 
"where the goru tree predominates" and where the limestone footh:U18 
abruptly arise thousands of feet into the KARIUS Range. Rottnditt� th@ 
eastern shoulder of Mount SISA Hides named the two predominant out� 
crops after his companion, O'Malley. 

-� 

I suppose, however, that Cl�wd Champion was the first European to 
come in contact with the main populat ion - or that part of it •hich 
did not evade his patrol .  Working up to the north from the TioMU 
River Mr. Champion encountered the AEBE, GEBUSI, and BIAMI people. 
The kunai grassed ridges were crossed and Mr. Champion reached the 
headwaters of the SEWA River . Reaction of the natives to tht! patrol 
ranged from pos itive hostility in the AEBE to ill-defined hospitailty 
and avoidance of contact by the BIAMI. Little food was offe�ed to th@ 
strangers, but that is reasonabl e  for there is no surplus ot f&od 
when gardens have to be hewed from forest with only primitive stdtte 
tools. 

The small population that was found in this sea of forest warranted 
little immediate attention for there would obviously be negligeAb1@ 

, return for any amount of expenditure. The only interest then expr@l8@d .; 
... was by a geological team ttorking for the Australasian Petro led C6f, /s� 

t. , in 1953. That party was •orking tri th the sanction ot the Adminiltrlitl«Jl': 
:� attd. •as escol"ted as tar as the headwaters of the RENTOUL River bt th@ /;i 

Assistant District ·Officer from Lake KUTUBU, Mr. D. Wren. UntortttttAt&1Y · 

Mr. Wren returned to ht1·'atation before the geological party ettter@d 
the BI.AMI. 

It seems that after he left them their party then encountered a seri�8 
of unpl easant and emb�rassing incidents. There is little recorded 
about what followed except by Mr. Wren in a subsequent report to the 
BOSAVI area • . . • • • • • • • • • • • Moving do1hl on the RENTOUL River Mr. Wren 
wrote, "Having seen the river my alternate plan to move do'Wnstrerun 
by raft to the junctiott of the FtJMA (East RENTOUL) and the SEWA 
(North RENTOUL) was abandoned. The people said that there is no 
life at this junction but the A.P.c. party reported that here was 
the place where they liad experienced hostile demonstrations.it 

In any event that was not the last encounter for almost certainly 
there was a serious attack on a camp which had been placed near the 
NOMAD RIVER - that is, a good way from the SEWA incident, but still 
amongst the group we have ill-defined as BIAMI. 

Talking with the people today it is possible to glean some intormaf:.:lt:Hl 
about their earliest experiences and of their subsequent intention ti 
attack a patrol camp. They expressed themselves in these following 
terms . • . . • . • . .  

1 l 
l ' 



a 

Some years ago a party o f  Europeans and many carri er• cable troM the 
KUMA River , or RENTOUL River (point ing to the south ) and cAiiped kf�I . We were not very contident o f  them and so we hid in the bush away 
from our houses . One day two of our women (their names were ANUMAMA 
and BA IANGI ) were captured in a garden and assult ed by the carrt er-1 . 
They were raped many times before they were rel eased . At length , 
when presumably a considerabl e degree o f  satisfac t i on had been tattttd ; 
( though not with an unbl emi shed c onsc i ous ) the carri ers rel eas ed 
their capt ives and s ent them otf with two axes , a knife , and some 
cal ic o . � 

I suppose thi s was an att empt to appease the husbands but i t  had quit e  
an advers e effect . Not only did it appear that t h e  foreigners wo�o 
aggressors of the worst type . ( for they also destt-oyed the gardltlA 
and ki l l ed many pigs ) but they also promised weal th undl'eamed &t . 
The whol e  of this c ommunity was outraged by the inc ident and early 
one morning they desc ended e n  mass o n  the camp to redeem the 
s i tuat i on .  To the ir stlt'pri�e , however , they found the camp vacllted 
( ''discre t i on became the greater part of val our "  for those at the 
camp ) and so instead the nat ives compromised and l oot ed .  I suppose 
the A . P . c . party then depart ed from this l ocal i ty pecul iarly swi ft ly . 

This part i c ular c ommunity has had the wealth o f  stee l tools sinc e  
that t ime - a c omplete anomaly for even t o  this day al l the surrounding 
c ommuni t i es possess only stone adzes . However , it also happened 
that both women short ly died ; in each case death was attributed t o  
the inc ident s i n  the gardens . Death attributed t o  thes e causes could 
be imagined but that i s  of l it t l e c onsequenc e in the c ircumstane e8 . 

Four years later Ass i stant Distri ct Off ic&r B .  McBride led a patrol 
acros s  the NOMAD RIVER .  When the patrol": ent ered the K.AIMOBI at-ea 
( t hen cal l ed S IRODUBI ) the patrol was c onfront ed by a formidable 
force of armed tribesmen working thems elves int o a frenzy • • . • •  

11The forest c l eared int o very ext ensive gardens ahd some di stanc e away 
across a creek in thes e garden lands we saw a l arge communal house . 
S IRODUBI .  In the sma l l  cl earing near the house more than three 
sc ore ful ly armed men al l c lutching their weapons were running Up 
and down crying out what was obvi ous ly a war chant . The no ise was 
t err i f ic . Numerous other armed men were moving about in the gard&n ; 
s ome chant ed , ot hers remained innobi l e  and s i l ent . •• The pe ople 
were of two minds : the impetuous wanted a t est of strength and the 
st eel trad e ; the caut i ous saw that here was a diff erent set ot 
peopl e ,  and armed , and stayed their hand . 

Mc Brides patrol moved on but the t ension and inc ident s  increased 
unt i l  they reached a stal emate on the SEWA River . It now seems 
fairly c lear that init ial ly the antagoni sm was an expression or 
tear and ignoranc e . There was a fear o f  recurring inc i dents l ike 
thos e they had experienc ed . There was also a fear that these new 
peopl e were material ly stronger than their predecessors . But a8 
the patro l entered deeper int o the BIAMI it s e ems that other el ementa 
were drawn in whose obj ec t was the weal th o f  the patt-ol . I suppose 
t hey thought t hey c ould somehow fri ghten t h e  patrol out and in 
simi l ar c onfus i on grab the l oot . 

It was against _this background that this patro l ent ered the BIAMI 
i n  November last year . We had made a few fri endly c ontacts with " 
people l iving on the fringe areas but within the tribal territ ory . . 1 
the peopl e had remained al o o f  or t o o  afraid t o  vi s i t  the Administrat i oft • J As the Ass i stant Di strict Officer po int ed out prior t o  my departure - l 
• • • • · · "the real c ore of fee l ing t owards the Administrat i on is st ill  ·1 
only t o  be guessed at '' • • • • • • • . 

--- : : : : : : : : : : : : : i : - --
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The main patrol t o  the B IAMI was preceeded by a patrol t o  the bOrth 
in Sept ember . The pe opl e of the Strickland River had been vi ait�d 
and there remained their neighbout-s the K-U B O R  who l ived betwe en 
t he SUPEI and B IAMI .  

Th e  KUBOR were vis ited for the first t ime by David Cal der i n  1 9 53 . 
They are a small group who l ive in smal l conununi t i es on a feeder 
stream from the DAMAMI River . They had remained quite impass ive 
during the establ ishment of N OMAD Patrol Post , seeming to pre fer 
the ir own stat e  of ' incomparably l ovely ' to the new order . 

Purpose of my visit t o  this l ocal ity was to ass ess populat ion and 
build rest hous es in the main c ommttnity c entres . They were very 
friendly and assisted the patrol of their own vol i t i on .  

PATROL D IARY ( 1 ) 
· · · - · · -- · · · · · ·  

�!E!!��!!_!�!�!--!��� 

Patrol prepared . Obj ects of the patro l explained to pol ice and carrier8 � 
instruc t i ons were given that nat ive property and customs are to be 
respect ed at all times . 

Al l the equipment was ferried across the Nomad River and •ith Mr . boug!l!i 
we set out at 14 . 00 for the barracks at SUGIABI, the first SUPEI 
vi l l age . 

�!�!!��!!:_!!!� · 

Mr .  Douglas departed for the next SUPEI village , DOGUGU. My carri ers 
put to work making sago palm thatching . Mysel f with the interpret6f 
then c ontacted three SUPEI homest eads GOSIALUBI ( lhr .  15 ) t  BOLUWASU 
and SOKABI (main c entre ) al l in c l o s e  proximity . The ALtBU p6op1 e 
from WOUMOSOM have migrat ed in - apparent ly in sympathy 1rlth the 
migrat i ons of S IUMOSOM fol l owing inc idents on the RENfOUL - see 
NOMAD REPORT No . 2 - 1963/4 . 

!!I?!!!�!�-!�!!! · 
Depart ed for the KUBOR at 8 . 00 . Arrived DOGUGU homest ead at 9 . oo ;  
WAILIBI homestead in 1 0  minut es and K.WOBI gardens in 10 . A further 
30 minutes to DOGUBI and lhr . 15 to G:lWOBI , the first vi l lage with 
KUBOR influenc e .  Camp made . Contact made with K IUNGA on the 
portabl e  transm i t t er . 

Camp GIWOB I *KUBOR Time 3hrs . 15 . 

�!E!!�!?!�-!�!� · 

Working out from GIWOBI , the adj acent homest eads , old and new , were 
vi sited . These include BOISUBI (migrat ions t o  GIWOBI ) and S ISIOBI 
(migrat ions to SONABI ) .  The Andu River to the nort h was visit ed and 
two other homesteads KWOBI and MODYUBI were found . A site was l ocated 
for a rest hous e and the area c l eared . Local peopl e most helpful . 

�!!!!'!�!!:-�Q!!? · 

• 

At GIWOBI . Further cl earing of the s i t e  for a rest house and gathtPitti 
of bui lding mat erials .  p . m .  visit ed gardens OJ the GIWOBI peopl e f  
peopl e o f  SONABI also int o  camp . Some 60 peopl e int o  camp with ta64 
this evening . 



�!f!!'!�!!:_�!!! · 
At GIWOBI . Framework of the rest hous e c c>mpl et ed . Labourer8 ottt to  
coll ect goru palm tor the floori ng and sago palm for thatching . 
Frequent showers of rain t oday and generally the weather seems t o  
be deteri orat ing . 

!!E�!I!�!!:-��!� · 
( Sunday ) at GIWOBI . Construction of the rest hous e proceeding ; 
l ocal peopl e seem more l lthargic today - must be in sympathy with 
the weather . 

!!t?!!!�!!:-��!:� · 
At GlWOB I .  Rest house compl eted . A nuinber of visitors into camp ; 
inc luding peopl e from SONABI , S INAB I ,  an d  some BI.AMI speak�r$ • 
Visited another house north ot GIWODI ; it appears t o  be a purely 
garden house . Pl ent i ful supplies ot tood pur�hased . 

!!l?!!!�!!-�1!!! · 
Depart ed GIWOBI for SHUAMOSOM at 11 . 15 .  Crossed the Aridu Riv6¥ At 
its junction with a smal l creek , BOLI 1 E ;  cont inued to the N . E . ta¥ 
lhr . 20 to arrive at the communal c entre . Site sel ect ed tor a cl.Mp . 
Some peopl e in with food for sale . However , no women are presettt 
and these peopl e are not as atrabl e as the last villagers . ittt1tt@ftc@ 
ot the BIAMI pre sent and •ost peopl e are bilingual speakers . 
camp SHUAMOSOM *tctJBOR 1'ime 2h.NJ . 30 

�!!!!1!�!!:_�2!!! · 
j At SHUAMOSOM. Sit e selecte� for a rest house and clearing eoiittlene�d ,  

Building materials brought in . Framework erected . p . � .  vi8it@d 014 
vi l lage sit es ASIAWOBl and DOGUMOSOM. 

�!f!!!�!�-!�!� · I 
At SHUAMOSOM . Work on the rest house c ont inued whi l st I visited 
vi l lages to the s outh . Crossed the ANDU River and arrived At Fot • t�t 
in lhr . 50 minut es . Population 15 . Continued to the aottth tor a 
further hour to the commttflal centre BONOBI . ( The ol d village sit e  
i s  cal l ed S INABI ) .  Lesser homest eads inc lude UNAGABABt and DUGA.stJ�'' 
Returned t o  camp . Matty more peopl e into camp today with food . 

!!!!!!�!!:-�!!� · 
At SHUAMOSOM . Rest house compl e t ed . More visitors . into camp t oday , 
inc luding peopl e from the BIAMI vi l l ages to the nolth . The relati on
ghip between these peopl e and the B IAMI is by no means c l ea:r .  
Yesterday the peopl e told of how so recent ly the BIAMis came down 
and raided one ot their homesteads ki l l ing four vi l l a�ers and 
taking five girl s .  Thus though *Ost of the KUBOR truely t1ar th6 
SIAMI there st i l l  appears to be some l iaaon between the nei1hbottfittg 
peopl e . 

l 

· .. ·. j 
At SHUAMOSOM. .Barracks for the labourers completed . Further talk · . . > 1 

with the peop l e  ot th:il M-ea 9 llao tti t'h visitors in from FOI 1 tlH . .  ;. i': ·t:\J 
and HONOBI . Gar-dells t"ilitt4 •· .. u4 ··. a gariden house . to the north 1&eat1tt i · 

j 
I 
I 
1 
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�!e!!I!�!!.:-��!� · 
Patrol packed and we departed for HONOBI . - One hour ' s  travel t o  the 
south brought us to FOI ' IBI ( ho11test eads inc lude UAMOSOM and EBA ) .  
Furt her l hr .  1 5  t o  the south and we arrived at HONOBI , vi s i t ed 
last Thursday . Camp establ ished . 

Aft ernoon obs erved , Sunday . 

Camp HONOB I *KUBOR Time 2hrs . 1 5  

Camp area c l eared and an area marked out for a rest house . Vi l lag�rs 
sent out t o c o l l ect thatching and sago pallll . Populat i on appears more 
meager than I had real ized . 

Oc t ober 1st . 1963 . 

At HONOBI . Framework of the rest hous e laid out , with s ome supp ort 
from the vi l l age peopl e . Vi s i t ed again FOI ' IBI and then walked S . W .  
t o  SONABI ( lhr . 15 ) .  Returned t o  HONOB I i n  a direct rout e i n  l i t t l e  
more than one hour . 

October 2nd . 

At HONOBI .  Construction o f  the res t  house progres s i ng . Vi l lage peopi e 
have brought i n  suffic i ent palm for thatching and are now coll ect ing 
kipa for the wal l s . p . m .  gardens and the thre e homest eads again 
trisited . 

Oc t ober 3rd . 

At HONOBI . Res t  hous e c ompl eted . Carr i ers c ommenc ed c l earing a 
further area for additional barracks for patro l carr i ers . 

Rec onnoitred the NOMAD RIVER thi s aft ernoon hoping t o  find a 
sui t abl e cro s s i ng po int to take the pat rol over t o  the B IAMI . 
However , wi th the rec ent heavy rains the river i s  in flood and 
qui t e  impo s s i bl e  t o  ford . Returned t o  c amp . 

Oc t ober 4th . 

At HONOBI . Labour barracks c ompl eted . Vi s i t ors in agai n from t h e  
B IAMI homest eads of t h e  nort h . An ac c ount obtained of a BIAMI raid 
on one of these vi l l ages approximat ely a year ago . 

Oc t ober 5t h .  

Patrol departed for BIAMI homest eads l oc at ed somewhere t o  the north 
and as inde f inat e ly descr ibed as be ing "i'ar away" . Guides are with 
the patrol and peopl e from these homest eads have vi s i t ed the patrol 
at HONOB I .  Returned . to SHUAMOSOM in just over two hours . Cont inued 
on at 1 0 . 00 al ong a track which fol l ows the t op of the ANDU cre ek 
to ANDUMOSOM at 1 1 . 30 and KEGABt at 1 2 . 00 .  Both these areas are 
now des ert ed and ANDUMOSOM has been burned t o  the gi-ound - by the 
BIAMis from the east side on the occas i on o f  a raid some three 
months ago . A bush camp made on the NOMAD RIVER at 1 5 . 30 .  

Oct ober 6t h .  

Broke camp at 7 . 00 .  Cont inued t o  fol l ow up the north bank ot the 
NOMAD ; pass ed Mc Brid�s turn�ort at 7 . 45 and so c l imbed north�east 
on a fairly high ridge . Gard�n areas l ocated at 1 0 . 00 ,  ttow probably 
800 feet above the NOMAD ltiv�r . Homesteads are TIGASUBI ,  YOLoBt ,  



,. 
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and KOSABI . Populat i on about 50 ; ( 43 c ount ed ) .  Peopl e  al l appeat
fri endly and apparent ly have had l i t t l e  c ontac t previously , or 
wi t h the other BIAMI groups on the s ou t h  si de . Women and chi ldren 
are present . Food purchased . 

Camp YOLOBI •BIAMI Guard post ed 

Oct ober 7th . 

Patrol remained at YOLOB I .  Vari ous peopl e int o camp but apparent ly 
none from the south side . Enquiri es were made int o  previ ous foreign 
incurs i ons inc luding Mc Bri d e ' s  patro l o f  1959 . If they are pat-t o f  
that group whi c h  at tacked the pat rol ( and I think some were involved ) 
they have c erta inly amended their approach . These peopl e have also 
rec ount ed the same st ory of rape and destruct i on t o  property which 
I heard from the peopl e on the RENTOUL . Visited gardens and two 
other homest eads which are both - ca l l ed T IGASUBI. A pig brought 
int o  camp , purc hased and shot . Guard post ed 

Oc t ober 8th . 

Camp broken at 7 . 00 and we moved back t o  the west t o  the �est house 
at SHUAMOSOM , arriving at 1 4 . 00 .  The t rack fol l owed was inland o f  
our previ ous dire c t i on .  Cros s ed one o f  t he tributari es of t h e  • 00 1  
creek ;  arr ived at a homest ead WOGULUBI at 1 1 . 1 5 ,  at KEGABI at 1 2 . 00 ,  
and ANDUMOSOM at 1 2 . 30 .  These areas c ontain banana gardens ot a 
fairly large size but a l l  homest eads are now desert ed foll owing 
the raids . 

Camp SHUAMOSOM •KUBOR Time 7 hours 

October 9th . 

Patrol moved from SHUAMOSOM t o  HONOBI in two hours . Peopl e c ont ac t ed .  
p . m .  labourers out t o  c o l l e c t  sago that chi ng ready for the 
c onstruc t i on o f  pol i c e barracks to-morrow . 
Camp HONOBI Time 2 hours 

Oct ober 10t h . 

At HONOB I .  Framework of barracks for pol i c e  party erect ed and most 
of the that ching laid on . Further de tai l s of the B IAMI raid on 
ANDUMOSOM obtained and the invest i gat ion c ont i nues . 

October 1 1 th .  

Pol ic e  barracks at HONOBI c ompl et ed . Patrol packed and thenc e a l l  

moved down t o  t h e  stat ion ,  arriving a t  1 2 . 30 - three hours on the 
track . The rout e taken had not previ ously be en fol l owed ; approaching 
the NOMAD RIVER (approximately l br . 30 from HONOBI ) lfe found a 
l evel stretch of ground which appears to have airfi eld sit pot ent ial . 

Three hours t o  NOMAD Patrol Po et . 

- - - : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : � - -
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The pat rol had re turned t o  the stat i on t o  mee t  a number o f  
c ont i ngenc i es . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I )  On Sunday , 1 3th . Oc t ober , the s t at i on was inspe c t e d  by t he 
Minist er for Terri t orie s , Mr .  Has luck . 

2 )  On Friday , 25th . Oc t ober , the first D .  C. 3 aircraft landed on 
NOMAD airfi e l d  ( whi ch up to that t ime had only taken traffic by 
Cessna aircra ft ) and as the ' plane pl oughed further i nt o  the surfac e 
runway and was fina l l y  hal t ed , bogged , i t  became s omething o f  an 
embarrassment . After manual ly moving i t  out and a s eri es o f  t axy 
t es t s  we were l e ft with an amount o f  work t o  do t o  fi l l  i n  the 
whe e l  rut s and c ons ol idat e . Fortunat ely the ' pl ane was abl e  t o  
t ak e  o f f  t h e  next day aft er j eto had been fit t ed .  On t h e  l i ght er 
s ide o f  i t , a number of nat ives had been drawn int o the stat i on 
t o  s e e  t h i s  strange beast . ( The nat ives have their own word for 
aircraft : they cal l it UDUKAI ,  -a large and noi sy bird . ) 

3 .  On Thurs day , 31st . Oct ober , an aerial survey was c onduct ed o f  
the ma i n  BIAMI populat i on by Cessna aircraft . W e  were able t o  
l ocat e the di s tributi on of gardens , c onc entrat i on o f  populat i on ,  
gaps betwe e n  popul at i on ( BOSAVI and B IAMI ) et c . Thi s  informat i on 
was of c ons iderab l e  assistance when the patrol ent ered the fiel d •  

Ori gina l ly i t  was my int ent i on t o  take 
the patrol int o TARI for Christmas ; al s o , i f  it were possibl e , t o  
c o -ordinat e wi th a patrol working out from KOMO Pat rol Post . But 
unfortunat e l t  the B IAMI c ommuni t i es were more di fficult to contac t 
than I had ant i c i pated and in the end we experi enc ed a truely 
"bush Christmas '' . The Assistant Di strict Officer was kept informed 
of our arrangements and movement s .  

PATROL DIARY ( 2 ) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - ·  

November 13th . 1 9 6 3 . 

Princ ipl e patrol t o  the B IAMI c ommenc e d . Thi s  patro l c ompri s e s  o f  
55 carriers , 9 pol i c e  and two int erpret ers ; al s o  a bi -l ingual 
BIAMI-KUBOR who has agreed to accompany the pat r o l  and as s i s t  our 
offic ial int erpret ers , none of whom can understand t he BIAMI t ongue . 

Patro l moved t o  S IRIGUBI where barracks had been c onstruct ed . Vi l lagf 
peopl e c ontac t ed and a l i t t l e  food purchas ed .  Condi ti ons are extrem�1y 
dry as we have had no rain for a month . The banana harvest has not 
matured , the taro is wi thering in the ground . 

Ton i ght the patrol was agai n addressed on our purpose , on the conduc t 
expec t ed o f  al l , and that under no c ircumstanc es were any t o  abscottd 
from the main patrol body or to i ndul ge in any personal transact i ons .  
Camp S IRIGUBI *GEBUS I Time 2hrs . 30 

November 1 4t h .  

Some st ores and rat i ons l e f t  at S IRIGUBI , the bulk carried through 
t o  UNAWOBI , the GEBUSI homest ead to t h e  north-east . S IRIGUBI vi l lagers 
decl ined to ac c ompany the patrol as apparent ly they are not al l  t o o  
fri endly . Passed through ROROGOMI ; those homes t ead peop l e  hast i ly 

' i 

I c overed up one o f  their brothers , a corpse , wi th a goru frond as i t  
s e ems to b e  n o t  good et i que t t e  t o  a l l ow one ' s  enemi e s , the B IAMis 
( who are acc ompanying this patrol ) to v i ew dec eas ed kindred . The 

. 
j 

dec eas ed i s  in a ni c e  stat e of decay and the fragranc e i s  over-powerifi� � 

People of UNAWOBI �ontact�d . The rest hous e , c onstruc t e d  last Aprii t  I 
i s in fair shape ; but t he grounds are unt i dy . j 
Camp UNAWOBI 

• ' ! 
•GEBUS I Time 2 hours 
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November 1 5t h . 

Depart ed at 7 . 30 t o  the north-east walking up on the wes t e rn sid� 
o f  the HAMAM River .  The first BIAMI v i l lage contac t e d  was AMA.DALAB ! ;  
three new hous es i n  a garden sit e . Women and chi l dren pres ent and 
none was d i s turbed by our approach . From here on , f o l l owing e l os �  
t o  the HA�IAM , we visi t ed a further five dwe l l ings and other garden 
she l t ers . The old c ommunal houses ( dobu ) TULIMA and MISUEB! are 
s t i l l  oc cupi ed but general l y  the peopl e are in a process o f change . 
Camp made at new MISUEB I above the creek . Guard post ed . 

Camp MISUEBI *BIAMI Time 2hrs . 30 

November 16th . 

At MISUEBI . Commenced the bu i lding o f  a rest hous e ; ac tual 
c onst ruc t i on is be ing done by the patro l and the l ocal peopl e are 
bringi ng i n  the bu i lding mat erial s .  p . m .  out to vi s i t  homes t eads 
which l i e  further to the nort h and east . These i nc lude SAIOMI and 
DOGUBI , an hour ' s  walk d i s t ant , and WOMI across the Hamam River . 
By the l at t er homest ead were a skul l and spinal c ord rest ing in 
an inver t e d  c onical basket . Above the verandah entranc e were 
hanging two s e ts o f  human j aws - al l t he trophi es o f  a feast l ike 
the threepenc e s  out o f  a Chri stmas pudding . Pe opl e said that one 
was a youth from YOLOBI ,  ki l l ed in a pay-back . Ei ghty peopl e int o 
camp wit h  food ,  mainly sago . Guard mounted . 

November 1 7 t h . 

At MISUEBI . Cont inued work on the barracks and thi s aft ernoon they 
were c ompl e t ed . Talked with the peopl e about di f f erent mat t ers , their 
ne i ghbours and their relat i onships , the ir gardens and the harvest etc . 
No pat rol has been al ong the HAMAM be fore but o f  c ourse they have 
heard o f  Europeans , dat irtg back probably to Hides ' patrol in 1935 . 
It i s  quit e  remarkabl e that s o  l i t t l e  s t e e l  i s  pos s e s s ed by these 
pe opl e .  Even now in the new gardens most of the trees have been 
f e l l ed by s t one impl ement s �  It i s  no wonder they put a high pric e  
o n  their food - even for s t e e l . Eighty peopl e int o  camp again wi t h  
food . Guard mount ed . 

November 1 8t h . 

Patro l moved o f f  at 7 . 45 wi th gui de s . Returned t o  the c ommunal housea 
MISUEBI and TULUMI in �O minutes and c ont inued al ong the north s ide 
to SA IOMI ( one h our ) . Crossed the ISYUA cre ek - fe eder stream o f  thf 
HAMAM - at 9 . 00 ,  and c l imbed to DOGUB I , 9 . 20 .  It was found to be a 
fairly large dubu .  Here were some new fac es not previ ously s e en . 
One o f  the assoc iat ed homest eads is lSUEBI to the north . Moved on 

' at 1 0 . 00 .  Many camp fo l l owers by now ; s ome had acquired their weapons • 

• 1 Apparent ly t hey had good reason t o  be caut i ous for on arrival at 
i /  SAF IBI ( 1 1 .15 ) we found depl oyed all the bones o f  a youth on a \ plat form . Peopl e said that members o r  the DOGUB I homest ead were 

re spons i bl e for hi s deat h .  Camp establ i shed away from the hous e . 
p . m . talking wi th these pe opl e ; s ixty int o  camp lat er with food . 

� Guard mount ed . 

Camp SAFIB I •sIAMI Time 3 hours 

November 1 9 t h . 

Broke camp at 7 . 30 .  Marc hed t o  the north through two homest eads 
OHAMBI and KOLOMI and then to the east fol l owi ng the DUDUGWA River 
( fl ows i nt o  the NOMAD ) . Across the river we c oul d s e e  a homest ead 
which they cal l ed ABALUMBI . Arrived at a new dubu homest ead cal l ed l 
KENAGOBOBI a t  08 . 45 .  ( Pe opl e say the o l d  home MOGULUBI is now desert@d � 
Cont i nued on at 9 . 30 t o  the east and the KUMU River . ·� , l 

l 
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TWo hours lat er we arrived at the ho•est ead IANOfOBl. As #e appf6A!k84 
we heard the wail ing of •Atty women • heralding someone • s  death • #8 
thought . But surprisittgly there was nothing here but a buhdlt ot 
bl eached bones and skul l stacked on t he mortuary pl atform ; sti l l  
the women s a t  around shrouded i n  their kosika capes and moaned . 
camp moved to a high ridge on the KUMU River . About 50 men int o 
camp to l o ok us over . Many are •ery wary and a few bol t ed as the 
guard sal uted to the l owering of the f lag . 

camp IANOWOB I • BIAMI Time 3hrs . 15 

November 20th . 

Remained at IANOWOBI , visit ing the different homest eads and trying 
to estimat e the population . Crossed the junction of the LtJDA and 
KUMU streams and from there fol l owed a fairly good track across and 
up . Homest eads inc lude OWOBI • FALIBt ,  FOMYABI , and G IGILIMOB I .  
Returned t o  camp . Seventy adult mal es in this evening with food . 
No women , however . Guard post ed . 

November 21st . 
Depart ed at 7 . 20 .  Crossed two small cre eks 4nd headed in a south
west erly direct ion for two hours . Pas se• a homestead kEGANOBOBt At 
9 . 00  but then the guides pul l ed us away from the KUMU Rivt� . 
Camp made near a c ommunal house NAGABI at 11 . 00 .  p . m .  vi8it�ft� 
gardens and smal l homest eads assoc iat ed with thi s area . 

Camp NAGABI •BIAMI Time 3 hours 

November 22nd . 

Camp s it e moved t o  an area more central and then l walked to a 1Afg8 
homest ead west on the KUMU. It is called IMOBl and l i es 1ht- . 30 
over a very di f ficult track . Inside the house I count ed �3 ptople 
( including infants ) .  Peopl• friendly and although the we••tt �e 
t imid they vi ew me with great int erest . There are many SIUlll ' gat"4ett 
houses on the se ridges and banana gardens are ext ensive . R6tttrne4 
to camp by foll owing a track al ohg the KUMU River . J 1 j 

··.ll.· Departed t o  the east foll o•ing the KUMU. The tracks ai-e well fo:Hft�4 
which indicat es a fairly (relative ) substantial population here . ·i·.' 
November 23rd . 
- - - - - - - - � - - - -

At 9 . oo we reached a 1arge dubu cal l ed ADABOBI . A further branch 
road was seen , probably leading t o  another dubu . At 10. 16 o� gui40A 
desert ed us , saying that they were now in t trritory hostile t o  thim , - l 
( They admit t ed that thi s was one o f  the ir hunt ing areas *».d that I only a few months ago they had taken two heads . )  The track then : 
deteriorat ed c onsiderably unt il we arri•ed at WAILIBl . There are 
three large communal houo es here . 

Camp WAILIBI •BtAMI Time 4 hours 

November 24th . 
- - - - - - - � - - - - -

At WAILIB I .  Carri ers commenc ed work o n  a rest house whilst I visittd 

some garden homesteads and mapped the country . Clear view ot Mt . StSA 
( 0  Mal l ey ' s  Peaks ) trom here . 

November 25th . 

At WAILIBI ;  work continued on the barracks . Further in•eatigate4 
this area . Some visit ors in trom a vil l age to the north , thottgh 
these peopl e have inlisted that there i• no vil l age t o  tho no�th . 

� 
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November 2 6th . 

Camp moved t o  WAMOBI , one o f  several smal l- homest eads on the west ern 
s i de of the KUMU . Peopl e here are fri endly and many into camp thi s  
aft ernoon wi th food . Four different hous es visited ; the ' dubu ' is 
stil l under construc t i on . Peopl e say there is n o  populati on between 
here and the KUMU although maps have indicat ed to the c ontrary . 

Guard post ed . 

Camp WAMOBI *BIAMI Time l hr .  30 

November 27th . 

Broke camp at 07 . 00 .  Today we moved further t o  the east to a hous e 
cal l ed MIGILOBI ; I had previ ously sl ept at thi s plac e when returning 
with my patrol from the TOMU River . Recal l ing from that experi enc e 
we had found the peopl e t o  be fri endly but demanding exc essive prices 
for food . Camp made on our former site and arrangements made t o  
compl e t e  a rest house whi l st we remain here . Further to the east 
across the river we c oul d see a homest ead which the peopl e cal l ed 
KOGOYABI . The women o f  this area remain very much in the background • 
taking a fas t gl impse o f  the patrol as they dare . Only a l i t t l e  
f o o d  was purchase d .  Guard posted . 

Camp MIGILOB I Time 2 hours 

November 28th . 

At MIGILOBI ; work commenc ed on the rest house , the peopl e bringing 
in the bui l ding mat erial s .  Two homest eads on the west ern side ot the 
HARAGUMI were vi s i t ed - the first , KOGOYAB I ,  is the main ' dubu ' .  
Out on the verandah I turned tac e to fac e  wi th two heads mount ed 
on the wal l . One was mal e and the other femal e .  The bone had been 
paint ed black , the eye sockets fill ed with wasps ' honey and berries 
inserted for eyes . A nose was formed and c ompl e t ed with bamboo p i e c e  
through t h e  septum . Over t h e  forehead were draped bands of cassowary 
qui l l s  and small white feathers added a smart touch o f  colour .  
The peopl e said they were trophi es from the SEWA Ri ver . I had not 
s een skul l s  dec orat ed l ike this before . Most of the t eeth were in 
plac e so I doubt that the heads - in thi s  stat e - were very old . 

November 29t h . 

At MIGILOBI . Work continued on t he barracks ; the house was c ompl eted 
this aft ernoo n .  Visited the homest eads we l ocat ed yesterday and 
photographed the heads . Talked with the peopl e over contact by 
former patro l s  and the act ivi t i es of the A . P . C .  party . However , 
they say that they are not the peopl e who were harassed . They 
i nsist that their c ontacts are to t he s outh and west . Po int ing 
t o the east , they rub the ir hands acros s  thei r bel ly - indicat ing 
the first carving act of the cannibal feast . They are not fri endly 
with thos e peopl e .  This aft ernoon we vi sit ed other homest eads t o  
the wes t  o n  the AGUWA streams . Long houses are cal l ed AWOBI and 
GAFALABI . Guard post ed . 

November 30th . 

Patrol packed and returned t o  the west t o  the GEBUS I peopl e . 
Travel l ed north t o  AWOBI in one hour 1 5 ; then crossed the AGUWA 
and FF..S IGARA streams and travel l ed west t o  WA ILIBI , in two hours 30 . 
Carri ers rested before c ont inuing s outh through WAWOB I across the 
KUMU to FABI . Peopl e contac t ed , a l i t t l e  food purchased . 

MIGILOBI t o  FABI via AWOB I , WAILIBI , and WAWOBI .  

Camp FAB I *GEBUS I Time 4hrs . 45 
- -



\ 

• 

! '  

December 1 st . 1 9 63 

Fi ft een carri ers detai l ed t o  return t o  the station for suppl i es . 
Myse l f  wi t h  party vi si t ed S IS IOBI and . tri ed to l ocat e a route t o  

/ .  BIAMI homest eads whi ch c ould be see n  on distant ridges . However , � these peopl e are compl etely unc o -operat ive , maintaining that . the 
houses we c ould see do not real l y  exist . In their capac ity tor 
mendacity these peopl e are unsurpass ed . 

Dec ember 2nd . 

Remained at FABI . Start ed out t o the south t o  a GEBUS I vil lage unt i l  
we met a group o f  B IAMI tribesmen returning with the carri ers fro• 
NOMAD . They are from a vi l l age east of the HAM.AM and so far not 
vi s i t e d . They agreed to guide us back into this area . So we returtttd 
t o FABI . 

Dec ember 3rd . 

Depart ed FABI at 7 . 00 ;  arrived WAILIBI at 8 . 1 5 .  The track then 
c ont inues t o the north across a smal l creek ( ASAWA ) to reach sor • tat 
at 10 . 40 .  Thre e homest eads c omplete this cot11nuni ty with an a8Aociat1d 
group HALIMOBI to the north . One c onstabl e cut his foot badly •hilit 
sett ing camp up ; we wi l l  have to repatriat e him t o -morro•. Ei ghty 
peopl e int o  camp this evenittg with food - l ike the ent ire populatioft 
has turned out . Guard post ed . 

Camp SOI • IBI *BI.AMI Time 3hrs . 30 

December 4th . 

Carriers and two police detail ed to escort the injured constable 
back t o  NOMAD . The patrol is now c olnlnit t ed to statin� here t.Ulti1 
their return . Camp moved to BALIMOBI , visit ed yesterday , and A 
s it e cl eared for a rest h�use . Fi fty peopl e int o camp •ith food. 

Camp HALIMOBl Rest house under c onstruction . 

December 5th . 

At HALIMOBI . Work proceeding on the rest house . Vi sited the Area 
known as S OGA IBI lying lhr . 30 to the east and across the headwat 8rs 
of the HAMAM River . There are tour smal l homesteads in thi s at-ea bdt 
the c ommunal dwel l ing has not yet been c ommenc ed . Tried to glean 
information on set tlements to the north - a di fficult process at 
the best o f  t imes . It seems that the peopl e o f  SAEFOLOBI were 
responsibl e for the rai d  on the KUBOR community earl i er this year . 
Guard post ed . 

Dec ember 6th . 

At HALIMOBI .  Re st house compl et ed and payment given . Different 
peopl e int o camp again . Tri ed to recruit some to acc ompany the 
patrol onwards , but unfortunat ely they are al l afraid of the next 
group - they expressly stat e  that they have no desire to be eaten . 
Carri ers returned from NOMAD this aft ernoon.  Guard posted_. 

Dec ember 7th . 

Depart ed at 07 . 00 ;  art-ived SOGA IBI at 8 . 15 and c ont inued N . E . and N , t ,  ' 
around the streams feeding the HAMAM River . Arrived KENAGABOBI at i0 1 te, 
Camp made . p . m .  patrolling some of the c ountry on the northern sid8 · 

of the DUDUGWA but could find no populat ion there . Gttal'd posted a -
Camp KENAGABOBl *BlAMI Time 3hrs . 30 
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December 8th . 

Departed at 7 . 30 t o  the north . Crossed the DUDUGWA river and then 
crossed a ridge to the KANO river ; at 8 . 50 .  Crossed this and 
c l imbed the divide wi th the NOLUWA , then east . ( The�e stream8 
f l ow into the NOMAD ) For the next two hours we had to cut our 
own tracks . Th ere seems to be l i t t l e  converse between these peopi e 
and their neighbours ot the west - e�c ept tor raiding , and wel l  
defined pads are not nec essary for that . Arrived SAEFOLOBI a t  12 . 00 .  
The gardens are al l new and so tar the colllblunal house has not be en 
bui l t . In one of the garden Stouses l ies the body of a youth . tt ha� 
been there l ike that (decomposing and swell ing ) for five days . Thi 
peopl e said that they wi l l  move him to the mortuary platform in 
two days . 
Many of the women were sent away int o  the bush from the patro1 
but a tew returned to sel l us food l at er in the aft ernoon . The 
men were more confident . Great- bundl es of banana were brought itt 
for sal e ; it is the only crop which is be ing bar-rested . Gttard poAt&a � 
Camp SAEFOLOBI *BlAMt Time 4hrs . 3() 

Dec ember 9th . 

Crossed a fairly l arge stream cal l ed ULALA and cl imbed to tho maltt 
dubu of ULALOBI . There are two other houses assoc iated with it t 
both large and new. There are ext ensive gardens , al l banana , 
merging int o  old gardens and for the next hal f  hour we were c¥awl iftg 
our way al ong , through , under and over the sl ippery debri a .  Quito  
a number of men were seen about i n  the gardens , standing o n  tr�e 
stumps and eyeing the patrol otf . A few were gathered in their 
houses and a few women were also pre•ent . No war trophies we�e 
s een . ( Thi s  was the group Who raided ANDUMOSOM) Walked Oh for 
thirty minut es through theAe gardens Ahd then for an hour- th�ough 
bush to recross the ULULA stretlDI . A garden house cal l ed GtGtDtRtBt 
was s i ght ed on t he northern aide . Then east tor two hours e�oasiftl 
two streams KASIMA and SAMO to arrive at the c ommunal houae �al l ed. 
KAS IMOBI at 3 p . m .  camp made . Guard post ed . 

camp KAS IMOBI •BtAMt Time 4hrs . 30 

December 10th . 

Prepared t o  move on but then delayed leaving when it appeared that 
arrogant abuse was being directed towards us . The continuous cal l ing 
out had no c l ear interpretation .  A ntllllber of men c ould be seen in 
the gardens running back and forth , whi l st others jutnped up on t 6  
t h e  high tree stumps and eyed the patrol oft . Some were enj oying 
themse lves in an obscure dance whilst many others were wi th weapons . 
Contacted five e lders and impressed upon them that this behavi our 
was not good nei ghbourly .  Relat i onships thus amended , we visited 
the two l ong houses . A few •omen and chi l dren were present . Fi fty 
mal e s  int o camp lat er wi th food but no women acc ompani ed them . 
Another at t empt made to  st eal a kni fe from the patrol . Another 
firearms demonstrat i on given . Again the ir arroganc e seemed t o  
dissipat e . Guard post ed . 

Dec ember 1 1 t h . 

Broke camp at 7 . 20 ;  moved south around the head o f  the LUDA cre ek 
( cal l ed KA IANOBO ) and the KUMU creek . Arrived at the large communa1 
house cal l ed TEGOMil>IBI at 9 . 30 .  Made camp . p . m .  vi sit ed two other 
homest eads . Women and chi ldren present and there is no strain in 
relat i onships here .  Guard post ed .  

Camp TEGOMIDIBI *BtAMI Time 2 hours 
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Dec ember 1 2 t h . 

Today we wa lked for l i t t l e  more than two hours t o  the s outh t hrough 
gardens and forest t o  the next c ommuni ty c entre SEDADO n ear the 
HARAGUMI Ri ver . Mad e camp and vi s i t ed the homest eads assoc iat ed 
with thi s  group . Cl ear vi ew o f  the ranges and Mount S ISA , al l o f  
which t h e  peop l e  simply c a l l  " t h e  mount ain� " ,  wi thout any names 
for the predomi nant peaks . Guard pos t e d . 

Camp SEDADO *BIAMI Time 2 hours 

Dec ember 1 3 t h . 

Departed at 7 . 30 t o  the we st foll owing bel ow the streams which 
int o the KUMU River . Tracks are wel l  formed and al l the way we were 
proc e eded by a go od number o f  l ocal camp carri ers , s ome 40 in al l . 
We were then inf ormed of another l arge c entre cal l ed S IB ID IBI . 
When l ocat ed , however , i t  was found to be only a smal l homest ead 
and s o  we returned t o  the main popul at i on c entre . 

Permi s s i on was requested t o  set up camp . Then as one of the carri ers 
was cut t i ng a sappl ing he was at t acked by a local nat ive who grappl ed 
for the kni fe . See NARRATIVE The who l e  camp was immediat ely on the 
a l ert .  The carri er ' s hand had been cut between t humb and finger 
and required e i ght st i tches . Camp made wi thout further inc ident 
and s ome nat ives who had fl ed returned l at e r .  Fireanns demonetration 
given . I mad e i t  qui t e  c l ear I want ed the return o f  the kni fe and 
c ompensat i on for the inc i dent . Guards post ed . 

Camp UGWALUMOBI *BIAMI Time 2 hours 

Dec ember 14th . 

Out at dayl i ght b ent on a v i s i t  to the homest eads . We encountered 
a party on their way to meet us wi th the st ol en knife . t shbrt ly 
exp l a i ned that under the c ircumstanc es the return of the knife 
was inadequat e  and compensat i on would have t o  be added to thi s . 
Returned t o  c amp . lat er a group of nat ives in from a "di f ferent 
l oca l i t y "  (al l eged ) advi s ed that al l the peop l e  had fled . 
In return we expl ained we woul d remain here as l ong as nec es sary . 
Another firearms demonstrat i on given . The se peopl e were then 
s ent away . A number o f  s et s o f  bows and arrows found in the bush 
and communal hous es were destroyed . 

p . m .  camp was moved t o  another s i t e  and the area c l eared as a 
precaut i onary measure . At 1 8 . 00 emissari e s  shouted that they had 
brought a pig and would l ike t o  vi sit the camp . The pig was 
ac c ept ed as c ompensat i on and the peopl e were t o l d  that they had 
nothing further t o  fear . They should return t o their houses but 
we wi l l  remai n here t o -morrow unt i l al l appears normal . 

Dec ember 1 5th . 

At UGWALUMOB I .  Wai t ed in camp for the l ocal peopl e t o  vi s i t us 
and then proc e e ded to vi s i t the l ocal homest eads i nc l uding TANABI ,  
ISISMALIBI , and GIGILMOBI . By the aft ernoon many o f  t he peopl e ,  
including s ome women , had retu�ned t o  their homes . Some s i xty ma1 es 
int o  camp wi t h  fo od this evening . Amongst the crowd are vis i t ors 
from the SEWA and FUMA ( RENTOUL ) Rivers . Guard posted . 

Dec ember 1 6th � 

Broke camp at 7 . 1 5 .  Crossed one o f  the Nafunya streams at 8 . 00 
and at 8 . 20 the patro l was halted whi lst I vi s ited t h e  homest ead 
cal l ed KUMABI. On again At 9 . 0o ,  now deviat ing in a s . w . directiaft i  
Arrived OBAMI at 10 . 30 .  camp Made . Contact ed K IUNGA on the 
port abl e wi rel ess and ai:'ranged for an fir drop of supplies . 
Aft ernoon was quite exc ept for a branch t orn from a tree that 
came crashing down through the tent . 
Cainp OBAMI •ntAMI Time 2hrs . 40 . 

I 
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Dec ember 1 7th . 

Moved o f  at 7 . 30 in an east erly direc t i on through a homest ead cal l ed 
GASOGA IB I  and gardens o f  WASILIBI . At 9 . 05 we came t o  the edge Of 
the s t eep ravine o f  the HARAGUMI River and changed our c ourse t o  the 
s outh . Cross ed the river thirty minut e s  later and c l imbed up t o  the 
homest ead cal l ed , I bel i eve , YOLODOfifO . The best camp s it e is on the 
edge o f  this (plat eau ) but we were enc ouraged t o  go further and 
ended up put t ing camp in the bush . Seventy mal es in wi th food ; 
vi s i t ors inc l uded peopl e from the SEWA Ri ver . Al l s e em fri endly . 
Guard post e d . 

Camp YOLODOMO *BIAMI Time 3 hours 

Dec ember 1 8 t h . 

First vi s i t ed gardens and two homest eads o f  the MUFULOBI area . 
Again it  i s  a very c l ear morning and the range s t o  the north are 
al luring . Mount SISA appears as the weathered l ips of a vol cani c 
cone and it i s  a remarkabl e fac t that these pe opl e do not name i t . 

Departed this l ocal i ty at 8 . 40 ;  headed s outh and then west to arrive 
at YAS IBI at 1 0 . 00 .  Then on for a further hal f  hour to arrive at 
KOGOYABI vi s i t ed last month . Camp made Guard posted . 

Camp KOGOYABI *BIAMI Time 2 hours 

Dec ember 1 9 t h . 

Depart ed at 7 . 25 pre c e eded by a nwnber of vi l l agers and guides o f  
l i t t l e  value . Met s ome pe opl e al ong t h e  track from a vi llage they 
cal l ed WAIAMOMI . A garden house cal l ed BULAMOBI was pass ed at 8 . 1 5 .  
Arrived at a fairly large homestead cal l ed UGUBI at 8 . 45 .  Then on 
for another hour to arrive at a dif ferent homest ead HIOLIB I .  
Guides by t h i s  t ime were c onfusing the i ssue as t o  where further 
p opul at i on l ives and as the Cpl . was di sturbed by the ir weapons 
their s ervi c es were t el"111inat ed . Then on t o  the s . w . for one hour 
t o  arrive at homest eads cal l ed TA IBI and KEL�I . Camp made . 
Only a l it t l e  food brought in . Guard post ed . 

Camp KELEMI * B IAMI Time 3hrs . 1 5  

Dec ember 20th . 

Broke camp at 7 . 30 and moved o f f  t o  the east . Arrived at MIHAMOBI 
at 8 . 00 and then crossed the MIHAM River at 8 . 50 .  A new house cal l ed 
HARAGOMI i s  l ocated here . Entered the first kunai grass ed ridges at 
10 . 1 5 ;  many trac es c ould be s e en further to the east . Arrived at a 
homest ead K IB IGILIBI at 10 . 30 and t hen the main c ommunal c entre 
AB IGOLIBI at 1 1 . 30 .  The next two hours were spent l ooking for an 
air -drop s i t e . More vi l lage peopl e were l ocat ed and the camp then 
establ i shed on a ri dge . There are a number o f  hous es in thi s are a  
but s o  far only a few pe opl e have b e e n  s e en .  Guard posted . 

Camp MUGULUBI *BIAMI Time 4 hours 

Dec ember 21 s t . 

At MUGULUBI .  As the drop -s i t e  has c l eare d approaches and requires 
no further at t ent i on the carri ers were put to work bui lding a rest 
hous e . Cont ac t e d  K IUNGA at 1 0 . 30 and advi s ed that al l was ready . 
Two drol!s were r e c e ived in the aft erno on by Cessna aircraft but the ' 1· rec overy o f  r i c e  was a po or col l ec t i on .  A few more men int o  camp •. t h i s  evening but they said their women have f l e d  for they were 
fr i ghtened by the ' plane . Guard post ed . j ·� 

! 
1 
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Dec ember 22nd . 

At MUGtnJUBI . Work on the re st hou s e  c ont inued . A l ine o f  c arri ers 
was s ent to the s t at i on for Ass i s tant Patro l Off i c er RARUA who 
wi shes t o j o i n the patrol t o  TAR I . p . m .  vi s it ed homes t eads o f  the 
HAD IMABI group . There appears t o  be no ' dubu 1 but the popul at i on 
wou l d  be 60 pl us .  Two other hous es WAS IBI and KOROBI are t o  the N . E . 
ac ros s  a c r e ek c al l e d  SOGAMO . 

Dec ember 23rd . 

At MUGULUBI .  Re s t hous e c ompl et ed t oday . Vi s i t ed a few hou s e s  
assoc i at ed wi th the l ong house and a l s o  went hunt ing d own t o  t h e  
HARAGUM I River - but wi thout succ e s s . 

Dec ember 24th . 

Some exc i t ement earl y  t h i s  morning when a cass owary ent ered the 
c amp and was short ly t hrown into the s t ew pot . Le ft the camp at 
2 p . m .  for YULUB I , a re s t house i n  the GEBUS I .  Arri ve d 3 . 45 ;  
Mr . RARUA had r eport ed in earl i er .  

Camp YULABI *GEBUS I Time l hr .  45 

Dec ember 25th . 

Patro l moved back t o  AB IGOLUBI and p i cked up t h e  s t ores wh i c h  had 
been l e ft t here . A few of the kunai ri dge s were examined but 
no t hi ng was f ound to be very l evel . At 1 1 . 00 we c ont inued on t o  
HADIMABI wher e we made camp . La t er I visited the l arge s t  home s t e ad 
whi c h  i s  ca l l ed D IBAGOLUB I .  Fi fty pe opl e int o  camp wi t h  food t h i s  
evening . Guard post e d . 

Camp HAD IMABI * B I.AMI Time 3hrs . 45 

Dec ember 2 6 t h . 

Depart e d  at 7 . 30 t o  t h e  east t hrough DIBAGOl.UBI and i nt o  t h e  bush . 

Here the "gu i de s '' hecame bushed and we had t o  re t urn t o  t h e  v i l l age 
for other gui d e s  more fami l i ar wi t h  the road . On aga in at 9 . 20 t o  
arrive a t  t he homest ead H ILOBI previ ous ly vi s i t ed .  First c ontac t 
was not al l that c ou ld be des ired here s o  we c amped . Guard po st ed . 
p . m .  tryi ng t o  form a pictur e  o f  the sma�oos e home st eads

. · 

i n  

t hi s  area . 
/ 

Camp HILOBI *BIAMI Time 2 hours 

Dec ember 2 7 t h . 

Depar t e d  at 7 . 00 t o  t h e  east . Reached the edge of a narrow ravine 
( NAWO ) at 9 . 00 .  A number of hous e s  wer e f ound l oc at ed in t h i s  

par t i cular area - ULUMOBI ,  ENAB I , KOS IBI . Mad e c amp t o  c ons o l i date 
i n  a n  area whi c h  has b e en antagoni st i c . Thi rty peopl e int o camp 
wi t h  food . Guard pos t ed . 

Camp HAF IAMI * BIAMI Time 2hrs . 30 

Dec ember 28th . 

Depar t ed at 7 . 45 .  Heavy ra in last n i ght and the cre eks are swo l l en 
t oday . Cro s s e d  the NOWA River at 8 . 1 5 . C l imb ed t o  a homest e ad 
UGWALUMI above the river . Then genera l l y  east t o  t he G IWAGAFI 
homest eads . Camp made . 

p . m .  vi s i t e d  the two c ommunal hous e s and talked wi t h  the pe opl e .  
They t o l d me about the e lus ive HALADO peopl e acros s  the RENTOUL 

River whom I had tried t o  c ontact l ast June . Then t hey showed me 
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three more heads whi ch proves t hey are something more than a mtre 
l egend . The s e  were probably c o l l ect ed from the SONIA pe ople who l ive 
on the extremity of the populat i on patrol l ed from Lake Kutubu . 

Camp GIWAGAFI •BIAMI Time 2 hours 

Dec ember 29th . 

Broke camp at 7 . 30 ;  arrived at KALUMABI at 8 . 00 .  Then north t o  SULUBUBI 
on the NOWA headwat ers at 10 . 00 .  Fairly ext ensive gardens in this area ; 
as far a s  I can det ermine this was where McBride was attacked . People 

i now s e em c ont ent to be hospitabl e .  They said there was no reason tor 
us to be afraid and they would not st eal from us . Their psychology is 
pro found . Camp made . Firearms demonstrat ion . Pig purchased and shot 
at c l o s e  range .  p . m .  vi sit ed gardens and homest eads . Ninety ( 90 )  men 
int o camp wi t h  food ; however , almost c ertainly there are many from 
di f f erent c entres Guard post ed . 

Camp SULUBUBI *BIAMI 

De c ember :30th . 

Time 2hrs . 30 

Depart ed for the north branch of the RENTOUL Ri ver at 7 . 40 .  Returned 
through t he homest eads and gardens , l eaving the last cul t ivat i ons 
around 8 . 40 .  Arrived at a small hous e FASIBI above the SEWA River 
at 9 . 15 .  Then a st e ep desc ent int o the gorge and a di fficult cross ing 
of the SEWA . When al l were safely over we cl imbed to the h�est ead 
call ed KEDAMOBI . Thes e  peopl e have heard the st ory of KOMO stat i on 
and i n  fac t some trade - beads , knives , axes - has found its way 
down int o the i r  hands . They cal l the peopl e o f  Mount S ISA the kOMtFA 
peopl e and t he mountain t hey cal l KOMI . These people we l c omed the 
patrol - the first t o  vi a i t  them - and agreed to find guides tor us 
t o -morrow . Camp made above the connnunal house . Guard post ed . 
Camp SEDADO •ntAMI ( ? )  Time 3 hours 

December 3 1 s t . 

Revei l l e  a t  5 . 00 ;  camp packed up at 6 . 1 5 .  Patrol moved high along 
the� east ern bank of the SEWA River . Ent ered some large c l earings 
and the c ommuni ty c entre of the FILISADO peopl e at 10 . 00 .  Homeattl.ds '.:i'. · inc lude OBI and FALOB I . Talked wi th these peopl e for some t ime a�d · lthen moved on at 1 1 . 30 through the forest wi th new gui�es .· . Langttage 

.1 is becoming increas ingly c ompl ex and we now use three interpret e�I . 
Arrived at the first homest ead of the ISQMIFIA peopl e at 14. 30 .  

<; 

Dmnediat ely beyond the st tep l imest one esAarpment o f  Mount S ISA 
( s ome t imes call ed "the Whaleback11 ) l o omed up sharply . It brought 
the carri ers much pl easure s inc e they think t hat now the worst 
part of the j ourney is over - ( l i t t l e  do they know ! ) Request ed 
permi s s ion t o  set camp up in a garden and then vi s i t ed the hous e s . 

None o f  t h e s e  peopl e have vis i t ed KOMO , none have previ ously�ee // 1 
a European , but they s e em surprisingly fami l iar with our pecu · riti68 • 1 
( Th ey t e l l  a strange st ory of a flag flying from a mast , but no I 
patrol wit h  i t ! )  Certainly qui t e  a l o t  of trade - beads and s t e e l  ! 
in part i cular - has found its way down t o  thi s l ocal ity . The first J 
large gardens o f  sweet -potat o were found t oday . Guards post e d . ,j Camp UBULA *KOMIFA Time SEDADO-OBI 3hr8 ' , 

OBI - UBULA : 3 • 30 l 

��2���l.!���-!�2! 
Depart ed at 7 . 40 ;  for four hours we walked east over a l i t t l e  us ed 
track t o  A IDULUBI .  Two feeder streams o f  the GIWA were crossed and 
the GIWA was r eached at 1 3 . 30 .  We have been c l imbing al l the way . 
Home st eads are f ew but sti l l  large , and they seem t o  be situat ed 
i n  the most remot e and difficult places . From KAFUDALA •here we 

j 
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camped two house s  c oul d be s e e n  perched precari ous ly on t h e  l ip o f  
the e scarpment . I t  would probably take t h e  bet ter part o f  a day t o  
reach them though across the gorge they are near n e i ghbours . The 
inf luenc e of the BURI cul ture is becoming increasingly evident . 
Many men ar e wearing the Mother •of -Pearl she l l  o f  a good qual ity ; 
the women are shy and ret iring but st i l l  have the i r  t apa c l oaks . 
Sago tree s are s t i l l  found but we are moving int o  hi gher c ount ry 
and it i s  dec i dedly c o o l er . Main harvest i s  st i l l  banana . The peopl e 
are fr iendly . They cannot recal l having s e en a patrol be fore ; ! should 
have t hought that onc e Hides passed t hrough these vi l lages . 

Camp KAFUDALA •KOMIFIA Time UBULA - A IDULUBI : 4hrs . 
A IDULUBI - KAFUDALA 3hrs . 

January 2nd . 
- - - - - - - - - - -

At 7 . 45 t h e  pat ro l  moved o f f  wi th new gui des . We crossed thi s divide 
and desc ended to t he c ommunal hous e  S IS IGOLO . From here we l o oked out 
over t he Great Papuan Pl ateau and t o  Mount BOSAVI which rises f i rst 
gent ly and t hen s o  s t e eply out o f  the plat eau t o  f inish in bi l l owing 
c l ouds . To the s outh the wat er cours e s  of the RENTOUL and T IOMU broke 
through the forest . At 9 . 45 we crossed the WAMUGALA River and the 
BOGOLA I at noon . From another ridge I c ould see more gardens and 
homest eads by the WAMUGALA . At 13 . 1 5 we arr ived in the c entre of 
the KA IBI p e opl e . Camp made . Thi s communi ty seems t o  have acquired 
the o f f -casts ot c ivi l i zat i on : bot t l es and cans (mainly V . B . ) and 
b i t s  of wire are amongs t their treasured possessions . To the south 
we c ou l d  now see the Bosavi c ommunit i es and I think there is 8om� 
trade amongst t h e s e  peopl e .  Guard post ed . 

Camp KA IBI •KOMIFA Time 5 hours 

:!����!:l-�!:� · 
Torr ent ial rai n  al l through the ni ght ; final ly moved out at 8 . 00 
with new guides but wit hout int erpretat ion . We forded tir8t the 
ARABABU River at 8 . 30 and later the WAS IA River •hieh tumbles out 
of the crat er o f  S ISA . Crossed over the boul ders through the white 
spray ; the carri ers were not al t ogether happy . Then a st e ep c,l imb 
through the forest wi th the guides cut t i ng the track . At 12 . 30 we 
reached an unf ini shed c ommunal house - I bel ieve i t  was cal led DADO. 
By s i gns the peop l e  t o l d  us it i s  now thr e e  days to KOMO over the 
shoulder of S ISA ; or it i s  many more days across the FUMA. River 
and through vi l l ages of the L IBANO River . ( TUGUBA pe opl e ) The s e  
peopl e a r e  very friendly but it is n o t  possible t o  c onverse wi th 
the� .  Thirty pe opl e brought food in for sal e . 

Camp � •KOMIFA ( ? )  Time 4hrs . 30 

January 4th . 
-- - - - - - - - - -

A c l ear morning ; Mount BOSAVI c ould be s e en t o  i t s  best advantage . 

Depart ed at 7 . 45 .  Travel l ed north al l day . The track i s  l i t t l e  used 
and had t o  be widened for t he carri ers . Cl imbed st e eply over one of 
the many spurs , then crossed the last two tributari es of the RENTOUL 

River - t h e  POBOLE and FUMA Rivers . Arrived at the first of the 
TUGUBA homest eads , cal l ed IDABI , at 1 4 . 00 .  Very few peopl e pres ent 
and I gat hered that many had gone int o KOMO for New Year Cel ebrat i ons • 

Camp POBOLE *TUGUBA Time 6 hours 

:!�����l-�!� · 
Away at 8 . 00 ;  at first a s t e ep c l imb over the RENTOUL / K ll<ORI divide I 
t o  reach t h e  t op at 1 1 . 00 .  Desc ended t o  the AVIA creek , feeder s t ream · ·i·,Jl 
o f  t he TAGARI ,  fol l owed this and t hen crossed it ; then penetrat ed 
further s e c t i ons o f  forest . Ent ered the first BURI gardens at 2 . 30 
and reached the more densely set t l ed ar eas at 4 p . m .  
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The HURI pe opl e wer e  very fri endly towards u s  and their cul t ivat i ofti 
in the MARENDA Basin l o oked spl endi d .  No wonder Hides was so imprelsed 
aft er the scat t ered and uncult ivat ed gardens o f  the nomad peopl e .  

Camp TUANDA *HURI Time 9 hours 

:!��!:!��l-�!!! · 

From TUANDA t o  KOMO Patr ol Post through the HURI c ommuni ty in 
t hree hours . 

Overni ght : KOMO Patrol Post Southern Highlands Di strict 

:!�����l-Z!� · 

Depart ed KOMO at noon and moved- down t o  the TAGARI River camp in 

four hours . 

Camp TAGARI RIVER Southern Hi ghlands 

:!��!:!��l-�!!! · 

Cros s ed the TAGARI RIVER by cane suspens ion bridge ; al l carri ers and 
cargo safe ly across by 8 . 1 5 .  Then commenc ed the haul across the divide 
int o the IUMU and the road head at AGAU . Thenc e int o TARI by vehicle . 

T A R I Southern Hi ghlands Di stri c t . 

:!!����l-�!� · t o  :!���!!:l_!�!� · 

At TARI . Carr i ers rest ing ; the B IAMI nat ives who acc ompani ed t h e  
patrol shewn over the stat i on .  

!!�!!!:!�!:�-!�!!! · 
From TARI t o  KOROBA by road with s t ores for the return j ourney . 

K O R O B A  Southern Hi ghlands Di strict . 

January 1 4th . - - - - - --- - - --

At KOROBA . Packing st ores and arranging l oads for carri ers . Ei ght HURt8 
recruit e d  t o  acc ompany the patro l back and assist us through t erri t ory 
known t o  t hem . Dec ided with the Ass i s t ant Di strict Off i c er that the 
best rout e l i e s  through LAVANI VALLEY , through two s ink hol es known 
as HANOI and GERERO to the STRICKLAND RIVER and int o the WESTERN . 

��!!��!:�-!�!� · 

Said good-bye t o  Mr .  Haywood and moved out t en mi l es al ong the 
TUMBUDU road to a camp cal l ed PIANGONGWA . Vi s i ted the Baptist Missiorl 
and obtained a l it t l e  further informat i on about the rout e t o  the 
STRICKLAND . 

!!!����l-!�!� · 
Broke camp at 7 . 00 and c ommenced the cl imb over the divide int o 
Lavani Val l ey .  Reached the t op at 10 . 30 ,  though the carri ers arrived 
much lat er . Down into the •alley ,  crossed the TUMBUDU , and reached 
GWALI camp at 4p . m .  Local pe opl e ( Html )  in wi th food . A very cold 
in these hi gh places . 

Camp GWALI in the LAVANI VALLEY• S . H . D .  
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Unabl e t o  obt ain a l ead on the passage out the back d o o r  o f  LAVANI ;  
t here apparent ly is one , but there are no s t eps , j ust a she er desc ent 
thousands o f  feet down . Only c ourse l e ft i s  to go west and find the 
Strickland wat ers . 

Depart ed at 8 . 00 and moved the pat rol t o  HUGUN I ,  an easy walk . 
p . m .  vi s i t ed the ponds o f  LAVANI where the wat er i s  so c o l d .  Today 
was a beaut i ful day , apparent ly an exc ept i on in thi s poor -man ' s 
Shangr i -la . At 1 7 . 00 c ontac t ed the A . D . O .  KOROBA on schedul e .  

Camp HUGUN I i n  t he Lavani Val l ey ,  S . H . D .  

������l-!�!!! · 

Patrol moved off at 7 . 00 .  Cl imbed hi gh out thr ough the north -west ern 
pass at 9 500 feet and in the c l ouds ; then a st e ep desc ent int o t he 
sink ho l e  and t h e  smal l c ommuni t i e s  o f  t h e  HUR! p e opl e .  Camped a t  
the rest hou s e  call ed HANOI . Most of t h e  carri ers t o ok e i ght hours 
over t o day ' s  walk . 

Camp HANOI in t h e  DUNA Sub-Distri c t , S . H . D .  

:!�!?���-!�!� · 

Moved out a t  7 . 00 and immediat ely c l imbed high int o the moss forest , 
aga in . Two hours o f  c l imbing and we c ou l d  s e e  our dest inat i on , GERERO ; 
however , it was more than s i x  hours l at er that t h e  first carri er 
arr ived in . Turning , twist ing , c l imbi ng , and desc ending , none were 
happy at al l about t oday ' s  march .  Contac t ed peopl e of this c ommunity 
and tried to asc ertain detai l s  o f  what l i es west . W e  ar e  a t  the end 
of the last pat rol . 

Camp GERERO i n  the DUNA Sub -Di strict , S . H . D . 

:!�!?���r-�2!� · 

Broke camp at 7 . 00 .  Though the peopl e are not keen for us t o  c ont i nue 
west a few agre ed to guide us al ong a track whi c h  crossed and then 
recrossed the AD IA River ( fl ows i nt o  Stri ckl and - or subt errai n ? ) , 
and t hen ent ered more mo ss forest tangl ed wi t h  rat t an vine . The track 
is l i t t l e  used and we had to cut our way t hrough . At 1 . 30 our guides 
l e ft us , a fra i d  to go further . We then st art ed the desc ent down and 
down t i ll  we came t o  a pandanus hous e at 1 6 . 00 .  Camp made here . 
Wat er i s  imposs ibl e t o  find in the dry l imestone creeks but inevi tably 
the ra in came and we col l ec t ed wat er from the t ent s . 

Bush camp in t h e  DUNA Sub -Di strict . 

��!?���l-�!�! · 
Further ra i n  through the ni ght and ano t her tree c ame thundering down 
int o the t ent . I was very c onc erned t i l l  I found it had only crashed 
int o my t ent , and I was s t i l l  alright , though a l i t t l e  shaken by it 
al l . 

Departed here at 8 . 10 when the rain had eas ed .  Des c ended through a 
saddl e unt i l we c ou l d  s e e  a r iver rac i ng away t o  t h e  S . E . Thi s  was 
very confu s i ng as I had exp e c t ed t o  f i nd rivers fl owing t o  the we st 
t o  the STRICKLAND . However , I suppose anything can happen in t h i s  
l imes t one c ountry . Pass ed around t h i s  river ( though I s t i l l  don ' t  
know where i t  c ame from ) and cut a c ompas s  bearing west t o  another 
range . Stumb l e d  on t o  an o l d  nat ive pad at 1 4 . 00 and a l ong pandanus 
she l t er near a fl owing creek . Mad e camp here . 
p . m .  c ont inued t o  cut the track over the range . 
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��!!�!:l-���� · 
Moved off at 8 . 1 5 when the rain had eas ed . - We c ont i nued on a west e�1t 
c ours e as far as possibl e ,  c l imbing hi gher and hi gher over the rang@ • 
Looking back on the sheer limest one wal l  I wondered how we managed 
t o  find a way down there ye8t erday . At 1 0 . 45 we reached the crest of 
thi s range and proc e eded t o  cut al ong its shoul der . Movement through 
t h i s  moss forest was very , very s l ow and t edi ous . At 2 p . m  • .  we ran 
int o l imest one l ike honey -c omb such as I had never se en before . This 
was impo s s i bl e c ountry . For three hours we tri ed t o  wend · our way 
through , cut t ing back and forth and bridging the gaps which sank 
myst eri ous ly . The Cpl . o f  pol i c e  had hi s own ideas about this strange 
phenomena , impressing upon the carri ers not t o  call out or the spirit8 
would drag t hem under . 1 rnys elt was c onc erned for our safety for som� 
of the gaps were conc ealed by mos s -c overed debris which would give willy ;  
start l ingl y , int o nothingness s o  that one would have t o  l eap for the 
s ide or extract the foot · from the thigh downwards . 

At l ength I de spaired and we returned t o  the top where we next cut 
out to the south to avoid that country . But now luck came our way 
and on to a desc ending Spttt' � an old pad ; we commenced down . 
At 1 8 . 00 we s et up camp and again wi shed _ on the rain for wat er . 

Camp in the MULLER RANGES which de fines the Southern Highlands / 
West ern Dist rict . 

�!!��!:l-��!:� · 
Cont inued down the mount ain slope making good progress exc ept in a 
few places where the l imest one out crops pres ented the usual hazards . 
By some chanc e we cont inued t o  find the nat ive pad taking us wes t  
closer to the Strickland . But then a s  chanc e would have it the track 
abruptly ended in the fork of two large rivers , neither of whi ch 
c ould be cross ed . 

Re turned wi t h  the carri ers up the inc l ine for an hour and locat ed a 
si te for camp . Then sent · three parties out t o  l o ok for a constric t i on 
where the rivers may be bridged t o -morrow . 

( Lat er I found that these were feeder streams of the BURNETT RIVER ) 

�����!:l-�!!!! · 
Patrol moved down to the south to the l arger o f  the ri�ers . In the 
c entre was cast a huge limestone boulder and we were abl e  to move 
bearers on t o  this and bridge the river in. two secti ons . All 'the 
patrol members with gear- were moved safely across ; we then commenced 
the j ourney up out of the gorge to the crest of the . ridge which we 
followed · s .w .  Al l the aft ernoon we c oul d hear the roar of the BURNE'l'f 
as i t  plunged through the rac e . 

· 

��!���-��!!! · 
Broke camp at 7 . 00 and cont inued t o  cut our track down c l os e  t o  the 
river . At one point we .were forc ed up a sheer c l i f f  and along a 
narrow l edge for 200· yards . It t ook a l itt l e  over an hour for. the 

carri ers t o  negot iat e this difficult sect i on .  
At l p . m .  we unexpectedly ent ered a garden . Two women and a child 
who were working t here shrieked and ti ed . Some of  the HURis that 
accompanied the patrol immediat ely dropped their l oads and s et foot 
aft er the fl ee ing women ;  we had to shout at them aggressively to 
recall them , which did not help the soul of the f l e eing •omen who 
ih the meant ime were discarding aweet �potat o from their st�ing bag8 
to l ighten their l oads . Papuan sa•age s .  

one . track from the garden lead straight down. to the BURNltTT and a 
flimsy cane suspensi on bridge . The other (which we l at er fol lowed ) 
found a desert ed house , toot :Printa and another gai-den . We contin1114 
south to a broad shallow ¥i\l'er . r1otilit bE!tween banks of •hitt . tf'AYl1 
quit e  at tract ive . No difficult:t in · rordi:ng this river . Then olimbecl \ 
and cut our way thl"ough an 614 14t�trt till  17 . 1 5 .  
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�!����l-��!� · 

Broke camp at 7 . 30 .  Tried t o cut a track out t o  the s outh but this 
ended in a sheer wal l  and even the track-cut t ers c ould not c l imb 
around i t . Then tried another direct i on west and dropped int o  another 
ravine , t hen c l imbed high again and dropped into another ravine . 
In t en hours we c overed not even two mi l es . Al t ogether a ti'tlstrAt ifig 
day . The last ravine was so steep that we had t o  c l imb back t o  the 
t op t o  find s omewhere to spread our t ents ( 17 . 30 )  and then we were 
without wat er . 

To -morrow we wi l l  try to move back on to the river and fol l ow the 
bank down . 

�!��!!:l_!!!� · 
Dropped down int o  the ravine again , crossed the river which was 
surpri s ingly smal l ,  and commettetd cl imbing to the t op .  From the 
crest of the ridge we could 8ee over the enormous expattse ot swamp 
forest which i s  so cllttactcu:•i11tic <>:t the Western District . llo\'tever 9 
there st i l l  remain two o r  tht-ee ridges to be crossed before \'te reach 
that . The Strickland cottld be seen bending its way to the west and 
below us was a house and a garden . On the whol e  this is certainly 
not a hospi t abl e regi on . Dropped down on t he other side and was 
pl eased t o  find that the taint hunt ing pad became more and more a 
de fined track . 

At 1 4 . 00 we c ould see smoke ri sing from a river bank and our B IAMI 
fri end was sent off to make c ontact . The peopl e , who were of the 
DABA group , were not at al l afraid and when the ini t ial formal i t i es 
were exchanged the patrol moved down t o  the river . The River is , 
I bel i eve , the LIDDLE , quit e  deep and swi ft flowing .  We crossed t o  
the other side by a cane suapensi on bridge and cl imbed a ridge , 
through a garden , past a house , to make camp . 
Camp BUGUHA I •DABA 
Locat ed on t he bank of the LIDDLE River ( DOGOMO ) . 

January 28th . - - - - - - - - - - - -

Se l e c t ed guides t o  take t h e  patro� south and departed at 8 . 45 .  
Two hours later we arrived at the southern feeder stream o f  the 
L IDDLE ( c a l l ed ABAI ) .  No difficulty was experi enc e d  in fording 
this though e l s ewhere the river was seen t o  be deep . Fol l owed 
the river upstream (south ) to a cane bridge ( apparently no l onger 
used ) ;  then c l imbed over the divide o f  the LIDDLE and CARRINGTON 
wat ers . Arrived at a homest ead at the crest of the ridge at 14 . 45 
and made camp a litt l e  beyond . Possibly thi s wi l l  be a place 
for a rest hous e lat er .  Peopl e  c ontac t ed . 

Camp GABIOMOSOM •nABA \ime 4hrs . 30 

Remained on the divide of the Liddl e and Carringt on wat ers rest ing 
c arri ers and drying t ent s , c lothing and s t ores . Pol ic e  party s ent 
down to the CARRINGTON t o  find the cross ing and the canoe al l e gedly 
t i ed up there . Discussi ons with a few peopl e in camp t oday . 

������l-�2!� · 
Patrol moved down t o  the CARRINGTON al ong a poor track in two hours . 
Mere we found the canoe , quite reasonabl e for bush people •ho are 
not river peopl e .  Coftimenc ed the crossing at 10 . 00 ;  it took two hottfl 
to ferry al l the carr-iers Attd geat- across . , Then start ed an arduottA 
c l imb up a creek b«td. ; the traok was ttrrible .  Reached the head of 
t h e  CEC ILIA ant icl ine at 1-5. �o ; , the carri ers a l i tt l e  lat er .  Cop 
made by a sago house lt 16 . 20 .  

"'''fl¥i' : Camp KUHAI i�� . •niBA . 
Time ?hrs . 30 

:J\i ',! ·• 
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Depart ed at 7 . 40 ;  c l imbed over the last- part o f  t h e  escarpment . 
St i l l  very rough c ountry . Reached the last ridge at 9 . 00 and no• . 
we c ould l ook down on the featurel ess c ountry o f  t h e Western Distrlet 
stretching beyond for mi l e s  and mi l es . Desc ended and found a small 
homestead KOMOGATO at 10 . 30 .  Spent a n  hour here s earching for 
peop l e  but wi thout succ ess . Cont i nued to t he south fol l owing a 
creek and then a good track t o  reack YAWOBI at 1 4 . 1 5 .  People 
c ontac t e d . Two other homest eads r eported l ocat ed thi s area . 
Made c amp . 

Camp YAWOBI *DABA Time 5 hours 

February 1st . 1964 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Broke camp at 7 . 30 ;  then s outh wi th new DABA guides . Tracks have 
improved c ons iderably so there is at l east a l i tt l e \lllore populat i ort 
here . Found the main homest ead cal l ed TOISA at 9 . 45 with people 
pre sent . Adv i s ed that the best track was to KWISUBI but there 
were no c ano e s  or raft s to cross the CEC ILIA River . other rout e 
was t hrough D DIAB I l ocat ed on the river i t se l f . A l i t t l e  food 
purc has ed and the patrol moved on . At 1 1 . 30 we came t o  a homest ead 
cal l ed HAGWA IBI ,  the largest l ocated s o  far , and the skul l s  in 
evi denc e again . Reached the TAIYO creek at 1 3 , 00 - now swol l en 
by heavy rains . It s crossing t ook us two hours . Made camp in the 
bush at 1 6 . 00 near the · banks of the STRICKLAND . 

!��!:��!:l-�!!� · 

Moved out at 7 . 30 .  Then for three hours we walked south o•e� a 
good track t o a garden hottse AlMOSOM. Peopl e here c ontused the 
i ssues c onsi derably as to •here the patrol should go , tracks , 
canoe cross ing , et c .  Decided the best thing t o  do was t o  cont inue 
int o D IMAB I .  Finally l ocat ed this home stead but it was deAert ed . 
Made c amp . No canoe found ; others had said it was away at the 
sago -making plac e . To -morrow we wi l l  have to c ont inue dOWll to 
the STRICKLAND camp .  

Camp D IMAB I  Time 6 hours 

!!�����l-�!:� · 

Broke camp at 7 . 30 ;  cont i nued south al ong the CECILIA River . 
Country very flat with only a few springs feeding int o the river . 
Arrived at the STR:tcKLAND junct i on at 1 3 . 00 and aft er a short 
spel l  we c ommenced the crossing o f  the CECILIA . Al l completed by 
1 4 . 45 and then walked on t o  the first camp in the SUPEI . 
Camp BEBELUBI Time 8 hours 

!!!?!:!�!:l-�!!! · 

Patrol ' s  movement t oday was along the main l ine ot ommunicat i on 
t owards NOMAD . Departed at 8 . 00 t o  the DAMAMI River all were 
safely over by 10 . 30 .  St opped for a rest at the HON ABI miss i on , 
pre sent ly desert ed , and then continued on t o  make camp at SOGIAB I •  
Camp SOGAIBI •stJPEI Time 6 hours 

!!�!:!�!:l-�!!! · 

Patrol depart e d  at 7 . 30 and moved do� in t hree hours t o  the 
NOMAD RIVER . Al l cross �d the river safely t o  the st at ion and 
the patrol st ood doW'n tor the evening . 

END · . or .• • PATROL DIARY 
- - ----.- - - - �  .. - � - - - - - -- - - - -
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East Strickland Patrol 

N A R R A T I V E  

Peopl e who l ive by the Nomad River and Stri ckl and are far removed trom 
in fluenc e of e i ther the c oastal peop l e  or the mountain peopl e .  Their 
l and i s  i s o l at ed by a never -ending gre en sea of for e s t  and by the huge 
l imest one escarpment s ri nging the north . The populat i on i s  spars e ,  
di spersed i nt o  smal l c ommuni t i es mutual l y  i nhospitabl e .  There i s  l i t t l e  
trade , l i t t l e  wea l th ,  and l i t t l e  promi se for t h e  future . T o  them their 
hori z on had . no alure . Or perhaps it was that . they were t o o  afrai d t o  
t rave l far t hrough t h e  fear o f  l o s i ng their heads . In any case they 
have f or many years remained- quit e  beyond t he c ivi l i z i ng int er e s t s  

· o f Europeans . 

A few pat r o l s  have vi s i t ed the Fast Str ickl and Divi s i on with d i f ferent 
i nt erests in mind . They dat e back t o 1 9 3 5  and ,:aome informat i on on the 
environment and t h e  way o f  l f.f e of the peopl e has been rec orded . But 
st i l l it was surpri sing t hat so many years lat er there woul d be many 
peop l e  who had not s e en a European nor c ount ed the c ommodi ties associate< 
wi t h  a patro l .  The ir int erest was s impl e  and amusing , then somet imes 
embarrassin g . 

At one vi l l age · I was gre e t ed by a man who f e l l  t o  t h e  ground and moaned :  
" He ' s  c ome ; oh why d i d  h e  c ome ! Now the s eason o f  t h e  l ong night s begin ; 
the harvest wi l l  wi ther and fal l t o  t h e  gr.ound . When wi l l  he go ? "  The 
int erpr e t er st art ed t o  reproach him but I think hi s heart was set more 
at eas e by the promi s e  of trade exchange and a plac e to sleep ro� the 
night . Yet on another occas i on when I had l e ft the patrol t o  v i s i t  tl 
garden homest ead , and was returning , I was hal t ed by incoherent cries : 
"wai t ,  wa it ! " Aft er a whi l e  a man cathe up t o  my party . They exchanged 
words and t hen the i nt erpr e t er sai d : " It ' s alright , we can go noit : 
he ' s  s e en you . " The women also find a European an amus ing novelty ; 
s ingul arly po i nt ing and j abbering t hey show no respect · ror a persott ' s  
di gni ty .  

· 

The spontane ous reac t i on t o  c ertain trade c ommodi t i e s  was more 
pronounc ed in this l ocal i ty than I had enc ount ered e l s ewhere . The 
things that d e l i ght ed them were simpl e and s o  o f t en taken for graht6d 
that t h e ir ast onishment was refl ected in me . Looking int o a mirror 
for the first t ime : a puzzl ed expres s i on of unc ertainty or del i ght , 
or ( quit e o f t en ) immediat ely c entreing one ' s  bamboo nos e  pi ec e l ike , 
a woman wou l d  t ouch up her l ips . Common sal t : anything whi t e  -
powder or granul ar - was taken t o  be sal t and swo l l e d  without thought 
or c ons equenc e . One persist ent , trying youth ac c ept ed a tast e o f  
Sal Vi tal and s e emed bewi l d ered by t h e  result . Fishing hooks were 
ac c ept ed as ornament s unt i l their purpose was explained . St i l l  s ome 
pr e fered t o  wear them in their hair . Matches : so easy to strike , yet 
some had t o  hold them at arm ' s  l ength as though it woul d al l suddenly 
exp l ode i nt o  a great fire -bal l .  And the subt i l ty of openi ng a box : · 
how the mat ches wi l l  spi l l  out i f  the box i s  opened ups ide down ! 

But it was not always easy t o  t e l l  what woul d  capture the r imaginat ion : 

or what woul d  be pas s ed over as normal consequenc e o f  the patrol . 
The pat r o l  radi o , for examp l e , was general l y  acc ept ed wi thout c onnnent . 
But any book I happ ened t o  be reading br ought a l oud appl aus e - a l l  
those page s between t h e  c overs . And pictures de l i ght e d  them t o o : i t  
didn ' t  mat t er much i t  they were vi ewed side ways or simply ups ide do\tb . 

The camp equipment was always regarded · wi th s ome appri sal : the 1 h6U8�8 t 
we carr i e d  about , t he lamps at ni ght , the flag up a post Where i t  
d i dn ' t  d o  anyone much good . Boo t s  •ith hob nai l s , c l othing , cA1Uled . 
food , c ombing the hair and pe�eonal t o i l etry : al l t hi s . They e�fitinttlll 
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f l icked t h e i r  wi de bark b e l t s  and ut t ered cri es o f  ast oni shment at 
a l l  our wond ers .

1
Wi t hout doubt they are the most primi t ive peopl e 

I have enc ount ered , bot h in degree o f  infl uenc e and cul tural prac t i c e . 

Many o f  t h e  c ommuni t i e s vi s i t ed l ive within the s t one age , c omp l e t e ly .  
Th e  sma l l amount o f  s t e e l  that has s e eped i n  i s  surpri s ing ; s t one 
adzes are st i l l  used f or fel l ing t imbe r  and c l earing l arge gardens . 
It is a l abori ous task , ye t st one i s more e f f i c i ent than s ome peopl e 
wou l d real i z e . 

Becaus e st e e l  i s  so s hort there i s  n o  abundanc e o f  food . Cons equent ly 
the pri c e  asked i s  hi gh , out of proport i on to the i t em ,  and a haggl ing 
proc ess has t o  be c ommenc ed to reduc e the trad er to a reas onabl e  value . 
It wou l d  s e em that i n  a poor s eason the s e peopl e have barely suffi c i ent 
t o  l ive on and there i s  nothing t o  s e l l . On the o ther hand t h e i r  p i gs � 
as valuabl e  t o  t hem in pr est ige as i n  other soc i et i es - were sold for 
a t omahawk wi thout quibbling .  In fact i t  was di fficult t o  l eave any 
one c ommun i ty without purchas i ng at l east one pi g .  

The wea l t h  assoc i at ed wit h  the patro l  i s  st e e l and unfortunat ely the 
hosp i t a l i ty o ft en ac c orded the patr o l  was art i fi c ial , their real 
del i ght b e i ng the pat ro l ' s weal t h  and their hope t o  obtain some o f  i t  -

one way or another . The di f ficul t t ime was always in set t ing up camp 
when , no mat t er how wel l  po l ic ed , there i s  always s ome c onfus i on .  
Tent po l es , stake s , and fire woo d  must b e  found ; i n  ass ist ing us t h e  
i ocal pe opl e were pecul i arly l ithargi c , more o f  a hindranc e .  At thes e 
t imes there were a few who contr ived to break t hrough the camp ,

· 
wi th 

mixed succ e s s . ,,Two axes were stol en outright but were later return.�4 
by the v i l >l age ' elders . Four t omahawks were ' l ost ' by carri ers thr0tt.gh 
their negl igenc e . One carrier , going against instruct i ons deep inte . 
the bus h , was assault:ed and as he grappled with h i s  assai lant for, ibH� 
kni fe h i s  hand was severely cut . Yet another ass ert ed he was aboutkto 
be attacked when he wandered o f f  t h e  track t o  ur inat e . H e  l et out�<8ttt:h 
a ye l l  that wou l d  have start ed the saint s  praying for his weltare: 
Before I knew i t  the patrol was in c onfusi on wi t h  carri ers every-.hAr� , 
the assa i l ant fl ed , and the l ocal peopl e mel t ed l ike in a chapt er 
from Isaiah . 

.:. ·,: 

It wa s d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t ermine what was the best c ours e o f  action f'or " ' ·  
thes e c i rcumstanc e s . The c ommunity had not previ ous ly been c ontacted 
and European i nfluenc e was s l i ght to say the l east . The inc identA 
were c aus ed by individua l s  who t r i e d  to sat is fy th e i r  own personal . ,  

ne e ds . It was not group act i on or group support e d .  But quite obviotts1Y' 
the mat t er had t o  be c orrec t e d  for t o  do nothing woul d be int erpret�d 
as weakness and woul d sur ely invi t e  other i nc i dent s . 

� 
1 
·1 . J ·· l ! 

From my experi enc e  o f  t h e  area i t  was not yet a que st i on o f  court · '  . 

,. 

and criminal proc eedure which wou l d  be

. 

qui t e  beyond the i r  underst� .. 1.fn . .  .g· · · ·. · · .. · 
and s ophi s t i c at i on .  It was a ques t i on o f  how be st t o  admini strat i:v�l'f�:· . • �  
deal wi t h  the mat t er and how t o  ext rac t c ompensat i on .  ·without paying . I 1 for t h e i r  errors in s ome way the mat t er would b e  l i gh t l y  pas se over . • .  j 

) As m mat t er o f  fact I t hink I was rather l eni ent i n  the s e  part cular 
instanc e s . But oh the o t h er hand when the s t o l en i t em was retu ed 
and c ompe nsat i on agr e e d  to  our � ont ac t wi th the peopl e was r e s.t red . 
Any pat r o l  ent ering the area, should not experi enc e r ep ercus s i ons . 

Many f i rearms demons trat i ons were given by the patro l . Pi gs w�re shot ; 
ac c uracy , range , and penetrat ing power were demonstrat e d .  I matte tto 
apo l ogi�es for t h i s , it was i n  t h e i r  best int eres t s . 
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The word f or fri end is ' mul i ' and f or c l as s i s fact ory brother t h e  
t erm i s  ' kwa l i ' ;  t hey are frequent l y  h eard amongst t h e  SUPEI . 
Peopl e gre e t  eac h o t her by shak ing hands and c l ipping the i ndex 
f i nger . Very strong fri ends (MALE )  wi l l  embrac e each other , ut t er 
c r i es o f  endearment , and pat each o t her for a l on g , l ong t ime . 
But amongst the B IAMI the talk o f  e nemi e s  i s more o ft en heard -
the . dast ard ly pe opl e  o f  such -and -such a p l a c e  - and at t h e  s ame 
t ime t h ey draw the i r  hand across t h e ir be l l y ( i nd i c at i ng the 
c arving o f  the c orps e ) or chopping at t h e  bas e o f  t h e  sku l l  - t hat 
i s , t h e  removal of the trophy . 

Most o f  the peopl e c ontact ed were fr i endly t owards the patro l , 
a most we l c omed change . We had gone perhaps prepared t o  meet s ome 
host i l i ty but o f that there was none . The f t s  from the patrol 
c ont i nued to be a s or e  p o i nt and I mus t  admi t  that there were 
s ome anx i ous t ime s when I was wai t ing for t h e  return o f  i t ems / 
and c ompensat i on .  But the peopl e came good and in the end I f e e l  
c on f i d enc e was rest ored . It s e ems that t h e  pos i t i on v i s  l'iivis 
the Admi n i st rat i on has improved . 

But on t h e o t h e r  hand the Que en 1 s  Laws are not f e l t  here . Pe opl e 
may have h eard o f  Europeans now but they don ' t  know where we ha•e 
c ome from or why ; a l l  they know is t hat we are associated wi t h  
weal th . I t  s e ems that '<ra i ds s t i l l  o c c our , pe opl e are eat en , and 
h eads c o l l ec t e d . In fac t t hey didn ' t  mind at al l posing with t h e i r  
troph i e s  for a pho t o graph . 

As a st ep i n the r i ght direct i on - that i s , t o  l im i t  the i r  unp l easant 
pra c t i c e s  - f ive rest houses have b e en bui l t  in t h e  BIAMI . Thi s 
wi l l  be a r emi nder t o  t hem · that the Administrat i on i s  not c onf ined 
t o  NOMAD R IVER and patro l s  wi l l  be back more frequent ly . However , 
I f e e l  sure t hat other p e opl e are going t o  go l os i ng t h e i r  heads 
be fore we have contro l  of this area ; that i s ipso facto the probl em 
o f  the area . The impr e s s i on o f  the pat rol was t hat these are very 

· pr imi t ive type s .  

--- : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ---
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PROVENANCE OF THE EAST STRICKLAND D IV IS ION 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � - - - - - - -

The East St rickland Divi s i on t akes i n  a n  area o f  9 , 200 square m i i e s  
o f  l ow - land c ountry . The northern l im i t s  are the mountain range s .  
The s outhern l imit l i e s  s omewhere bel ow the TOMU River ; i t  is 
immat er i a l  where and al l w e  n e e d  say i s  that beyond .that l imit 
t here i s  j us t  an ever -progressing forest c ont inuing and it is 
s t i l l  a l ong ,  l ong way d own t o  the delta c ountry . If we wer e  to 
give further stat i s t ic s ,  t he average populat i o n  dens i ty i s  about 
1 pers on per 2 square mi l es . 

Fortunat e l y  much o f  this Divi s i on . i s s omething o f  an unde c l ared 
' re s erve ' - i t  c ontains no populat i on or human influenc e ; just at 

pres ent it l i e s an unwant ed pro fi t l e s s  wast e .  The populat i on l i es 
out side thi s ; or rather , isolat ed. by i t . Above i t  the cul t i vat i ons 
become more numerous and ext end around in a wi de arc to Mount BOSAV i .  
Thi s  i s  wher e the peopl e o f  the East Strickl and l ive - i n  organised 
s oc i e t i es of a kind . 

Th ere ar e l o o s e  tribal format i ons based mainly on language or 
dialectal d i f ferences . There i s  no c l ear cul tural or physical 
change but peop l e  have . a  t endency to declare themse l ves as bel onging 
to a par t i cular local i s ed group . They refer to al l other peopl e who 
c ome from a d i f f erent area by a c l as s i fac t ory name . That i s  the 
tribal area , though there i s  no tri be i n  any pol i t ical sens e . 

So l idar i ty i s  vi l l age bas e d . Vi l l agers wi l l  occasi onal ly uni t e  t o  
form a c ommon front against others ( as happened to McBride ' s  party ) 
but t hi s  i s  rar e . Free soc ial int erc ourse s e l dom penetrat es beyond 
two or thr e e  vi l l ages . Rai di ng part i es t ook over from ther e  and 
ventured further afi e l d . They trave l l ed for up to two days in s earch 
o f  t h e i r  quarry , going wel l  beyond the ac c ep t ed l ine o f  sate l imi t . 
The hard c ore o f  the raiders woul d be made up from one part i cular 
vi l l age but ot hers from an ass ociated vi l l age woul d perhaps be 
i nvi t ed to part i c ipat e .  

The rai ders o f  Lake Murray di sturbed the i s o l at i oni sm o f  the peopl e 
on t h e  TOMU , and the AEBE further nort h , when t hey raided t h o s e  
vi l l agers and t o ok heads . More occasi onally young girl s woul d  be 
t aken .al ive and l at er wed , then c omp l e t ely i nt ergrat ed ittto the 
Lake Murray s o c i ety . Further north there was s ome exchange betwe eft 
the groups on e i ther side of the Stri ckl and , the SUPEI and the PARE. 
But t hat was fairly l imi t ed becaus e the STRICKLAND i s  a si zeabl e 
stream t here and a natural barr i er . Furt her north , near the BURNETT 
Ri ver , pe opl e told me of the men who wear the l ong phal l ocrypt arid 
who c ome from the mount ains of the nort h -we s t . So apparent ly there 
is a cano e cros sing s omewhere and s ome i nt eract i on of these s o c i e t i e s . 

On t h e  o t her l imi t s  the BOSAV I peopl e are much t h e  same as the 
Nomads . But around the bas e o f  Mount S ISA there i s  a change where 
the peopl e not only l ook shor t er and heal thi er but have i t ems ot 
European manufacture . Bands of beads , st e el axes , Mother - o f -Pearl 
she l l  - i t ems that have obviously been traded in for no pat rol had 
camped t here prev i ously . l l 
I should t h i nk  that these peopl e are relat ed t o  the HURis and the 

�1 
mount a i ns but the idea i s  no

. 

t sha(d by the mountain peopl e th. ems e i'f@s • 
who pre fer t o  e quat e them with the canniba l s  o f  the l ow-lands . 
In shor t , i t  i s  a cul tural mixture and i t  st art s r i ght at the i 

bas e  of t h e  mount ai ns . .,';�, 
" 

f 
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Many peop l e  l ack the extremer trai t s ot the west ern Papuatts - the 
' Jewi sh noses ', and depth of skin col ouring . Here there is more 

variat i on in stature , facial features an� compl exi on . Some ot t he 
peopl e are tal l ; most are l ean and l i thargi c . Progressively further 
t o  the east they become shorter and nuggety . 

Commonly their culture has been det ermined by an environment hot 
and humi d  but removed from c oas.tal influenc e s . House s are a refl ect i oh 
o f  the c l imat e : l arge and spac i ous , they al l ow for a measure ot 
c omfort under primit ive c onditi ons . The land is not natural ly en4o•ed 
wi t h  an abundanc e of tood (sago ) and therefore the peopl e are 
c ommit t e d  to an agricul tural subs i s t enc e . Garden prac t i c e , which 
at first s e ems to be i l l -devel oped , is the best sui t ed to their 
area and the ir natural resourc es . The crops they gro• indicat e s  
what the l and wi ll produc e :  very l it t l e . They manufactured s t one 
adzes , whi c h  happened to be the only impl ement they needed . tf the s e  
peopl e a r e  s o  far behind others i t  i s  s imply a refl e c t i on that they 
are l ocked away in an unfortunat e environment . 

The peop l e  are not nomads in any true s ense o f  the word but t hey 
do mi gra t e  from l ocal i ty to l ocal i ty over short di stanc es when the 
o l d  l eaders die and home st eads become infect ed by e•i l spirits ot 
the dec eased . Near the Rent oul River there are coconut gro•es 
indicat i ng former vi l l age s i t e s . However , the new vi l l age is never 
very far removed from t he old and over -al l the i r  kno•l edge of other 
c ommuni t i es , not even distant , is apau l i ng .  In many re spect s t hey 
s e em t o  be qu i t e  the ant his is o f  nomads . They are farmers and 
s e t t l ers . 

They are pooi" trave l l ors and afrai d  o f  the.ir nei ghbours , and the 
unknown . The t owering , alttring mount a i ns ,

. 
for exampl e ,  have no 

mean i ng t o  t hem : they don ' t  even give them a name . They are 
d i spas s i onat e traders , al though it must be admi t t ed that their 
wares and tal ent s  are f ew .  Occasiona l l y  the B IAMis o f  the north 
came down as fr i ends bringing bart er - ropes of c owr i e  shel l in 
exchange for st one c e l t s , salt arid arrows . But more o ft en the 
BIAMis came to c ol l ect h.eads free of exchange and the other people 
had no d e s ire to go north int o  t he c ount ry from whenc e they came . 

The ir normal c ommunicat i ons were l im i t ed t o  two or three c ommunit i � s  
and beyond t hat nothing was very fri endly . 
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The c ommuni t i es are s e l f -c ontained and are organi z ed on an agricultura l  
pat t ern . The focal po int is the c ommunal hous e , perhaps i n  associat i on 
wi th two or t hr e e  other homest eads . Smal l er bush she l t ers are l ocated 
deep i n  the forest' but peop l e  pre fer c ommunal res idenc e for reas ons 
of s oc i al s ecur i ty and safety in numbers . The houses are very large 
c onstruc t i ons and can ac c ommodat e many t imes more the number o t  
peopl e who would normal ly reside t here in . 

Ext ens ive banana gardens surround the hous e s . Thi s  i s  their stapl e 
c rop , banana . It is pl ant ed out in t h e  forest and when the crown 
start s t o  sho o t  the heavy t imber i s  fe l l ed int o an impenetrab l e  
mass of broken branche s  and foi lage . I f  not i destroyed by this 
sudden disaster the crop wi l l  cont inue t o  gt.ow through the debr i s  
and mature as b e s t  it can . 

The peopl e are ke en hunt ers and never travel far wi thout the ir 
weapons . The ir arrows are l ong and s l ender and fin.ly carved , 
b?ne t ipped or some bone barbed . Others ar\e prong.t .� .f;( tor fish 
bird ) and s ome are fi t t ed wit h  wide bamboo' blades · • ·  .or hunting 
cassowary , or wal laby . 

s ome 
and 
pi g ,  

Men hunt individua l l y  or in groups . Ind ividual ly they are good at 
tracking and moving wi th s t eal t h . They know the i r  own htiht i ng grotilldEt , 
the ri vers , the ridge s ; the c onstri c t i ons where t o  c orner the ir qtta:t-ry . 
But they are not a lways as ac curat e wi th the ir weapons as they would 
pro fess and in the end the poor beas t  may be stuck about l ike 
SL Seba s t i an before it final ly y i e l ds up i t s  l i fe . 

As a group the men hun� wi th their s ons and dogs . They bui l d  a l og 
fenc e through the thickest part o f  the forest l eaving just a narrow 
gap where the game , hotly ·pursued , rushes torth . Their best mark8 -
men take up a pos it i on in hiding behind .this out l et and the otheNi 
then fan out . With much whooping and yell ing they at t empt to drive 
what ever may be c ontained in the fores t to this c onstrict i on . 

The peopl e a l s o  trap ; snare , and f i sh wi th mixed resul t s . Fal l ing 
l o g  traps are the most c ommon . They are frequent ly bui l t  across the 
track or over o l d  sago trunks . Deep pit traps are also bui l t  but t 
have never s e en one yet that was very deep . I have s een two cage 
a f fairs wi t h  swinging doors held open by rope . From a distanc e the 
trapper awa i t s  hi s quarry t o  ent er and then j erks the rope . The door 
shut s . He must be very pat i ent . Simi l ar cages c an be found in the 
t op-most branches of tree s or on the ground just o ff the track , or 
oft en l ocat ed near the wi l d  towl nest . But here in reverse the 
hunt er wa i t s  ins ide , concealed , just wai t ing for a bird to al i ght 
and t.hen he l et s  fly with an arrow . 

·; - !  , 
. 
, 

Fi sh traps made of . •P.Ji*'i:ted cane may be small and open or sma l l  and 
bot t l ed at the n���l The open traps are scooped through the wat er 
or l eft in t he tast fl owing constri c t i ons of a river tor smal l :ti.sh . 
The bot t l e d  traps are for deep wat ers . The peopl e also ' poison ' the 
wat er wi t h  the perandan pl ant , a kind of derr i s  cul tivated around 
many of the hous e s . The stunned fi sh rise ti,.· ,,,·. 1t

. 

h e  surfac e and are 
scooped out .  ·� 

What ever t he catch may be it is always fqll owed by c e l ebrat i on and 
honour for t he hunt er , .. Back in the home st ead it i s  roasted and 
distribut e d  with pra(ftos gal ore . Final ly t he skul l ( of wal l aby or pig ) 

• breast bone s ( of birds ) hip j o ints ( o f o ' posswn ) back bone o f  ti.sh -
or what i t  may be - is mount ed to the trophey wal l  in the collllnunal 
house . 
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But hunt ing is pl easUre and subs ist enc e is agriculture . Inevitably 
c onununal l i fe resolves around the gardens and the desultory ta!Jki 
of preparing , plant ing , and maintaining-. Soc ial ac t ivit i es are 
threaded with this routine and the consequences of it ; it 1s their 
existenc e , their cyc l e . Every individual is cal l ed upon t o  make 
his part i cular contribut i on to the common effort . 

Gardens are o f  two types : the large banana gardens , as we have s e etl t  
hewn out o f  a forest wi th stone . They cover many acres around the 

· 

c ommunal homest ead . The other gardens c ontain supplementary cr-ops t 
taro and yam each in it s season , the tal l edibl e pitpit , vat"i ous 
cabbages ,  cucumbers and mel l on etc . These gardens are prepared on 
the usual Papuan styl e - trees fel l ed ,  gardens tettc 6d , debri s 
c leared and burned , crop plant ed , maint enanc e . 

It may seem odd that with the banana cult ivat i ons the trees are 
fell ed aft er the crop i s  planted ; many of the crowns are damaged 
by fal l ing t imber . But then the debris whi ch l i tt ers the ground 
also hinders secondary growth •hich in this cl imat e grows pro fusely ; 
and this . the peopl e know bett er' than anyone e l s e . Maintenanc e ot 
the garden i s  thereby greatly reduced and the banallll ' )Jlants have 
a good chanc e to carry the ir crop before being stra:ngled. Also the 
need for fenc ing aga.inst wi l d  pigs is el iminat ed ;  it :ls sufficiently 
di fficult for anyone t o  walk through these gardens , e•en by the 
so-cal l ed tracks . 

· 

The vi l l age nat ive lapses into peri ods of idl eness after the p1Anting 
o f  one crop and before the maturing of another ; but at other time8 
he works •ith a good deal of intensity tor in no wise is a matt 1 8  
measure more surely taken than bu the a.ntount of food he can tive 
away . His sat i s fact i on is the display ot his proclttce and aetin� 
as host to all his fri ends . 

Feasts and ceremonies are organised t o  c el ebrat e  the hat-ve*t and A8 
the season 'dra•s on more food is stacked away into the lone hottlt • 
Coc onut s , bundles o f'  sago , and the red pandantts are added. . The Jitl 
al s o are l ed into a series or cubical pens an4 tor their laAt tt• 
days they are ni c e ly fat t ened . Then c omes the day of the feast and 
the c onnnunity achi eves that pecul iar sense of ful fi l lment ot pttrpcute �  , i  

l 

Aft er the feasts new gardens are made and the cyc l e  c ont inues . 

- - - : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : - - -
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The Tribal Groups 

Something remai ns t o  be said for t h e  d i f ferent t r i ba l  groups o f  t he 
East Strickland . That i s , for the p e op l e  who l ive i n  t h e  c ommuni t i es 
o f  a part i c u l ar district and have b e e n  given a c ommon name : 
t h e  SUPEI , the BIAMI , for examp l e . Here we are not µsing t h e  t e rm 
' tribe ' in i t s  stri c t  and narrow po l i t i cal s ens e but rather i n  t h e  

more popu l ar i d i om� 
./ 

l .  THE K U B 0 R PEOPLE 

Legend of the tribe 

Near the banks o f  the Nomad River l ived spir i t s  o f  the bambo o  plant , 
ordinary folk l ike you and I .  They � ived i n  a vi l l age , rai s ed p i gs , 
bui l t  gardens , and behaved i n  a normal s o c i a l  pat t ern . One day t hey 
decided t o  c e l ebrat e their exis t enc e and s e n t  out invi tat i ons t o  
di f ferent s et t l ement s around . I t  was t o  b e  nothing l ess t han a 
proper feast . 

Amongst t h e  gues t s  who came were p e op l e  from G IWOBI .  They apparent ly 
enj oye d  t h emse lves more . than others and t o  show t he i r  appr e c i at i on 
t o  t h e i r  host , chose t o  adopt one o f  t h e  sp i r i t boys , an orphan , 
and a rather wretched l ad at t hat . They t o ok h im home , fed h im we l l , 
and in t ime he grew int o a fine young yout h . But then s i ckne s s  
overt ook a l l  these mortal s , hi s ' brot hers ' ,  and they died . He was 
l e ft a l one , l ament ing . 

He wandered around aiml e s s ly t hrough t h e  bush , hunt i ng mainly . 
At s ome s t age he dec i ded t o  bu i l d a camp and make h i s  l i f e  a l i t t l e  
more comfor tabl e .  He pr epared the t imber , bar� for t he wal l s , goru 
palm for t h e  f l o o r . But how hard it was for one to bui l d  a house ! 
So he wandered o ff i nt o  t he bush again , hunt i ng wi t h  hi s dogs , 
int end i ng t o  c omp l e t e  t h e  c onstruc t i on when h e  r e t urned . 

At l engt h he came back t o  h i s  c amp and beho l d ! there was t h e  hous e  
standi ng c ompl e t ed . H e  was rat h er st art l e d  b u t  ent ered for c l oser 
s crut i ny . What h� saw then s t art l ed him even more , for there was a 
woman , wit hout property , wi t hout ornament s ,  wi t h  nothing . He start e d  
t o  f l e e  but was drawn back . The woman sai d : " I  have c ome from t he 
goru palm you cut , and I wi l l  b e  your wi f e . i i 

So t he next morning the man packed a l l h i s  e f f e c t s  int o his st ring 
bag ( for t he woman had none ) and t o get her they returned t o  t h e  o l d  
vi l l age where t hey s e t t l ed and rai s ed t h e i r  t r i b e . The man i s  c al l ed 
WASUBU and ' the goru palm , WADIBI , o f  G IWOBI i s  the t o t em .  

�e e  hours t o  the north -east o f  the s t at i on l ive t he KUBOR t r ipe .  
First c ont a c t e d  in 1953 and only twi c e  s i nc e then , t h e s e  peopl e have 
remained wi t h i n  the ir own d i s t r i c t  .and have rar e l y  vi s i t e d  the s t at i on .  
They s eem t o  b e  a pe opl e i n  the c l ass ' i nc omparabl y  l ov e l y ' and pre feJ' 
to go about t h e i r  buisness uni nfluenc ed by r e c ent devel opment s at N OMAD . 
They are a smal l group o f  peop l e  who number . .  lJ,.t t k. IJ!,2.Z:e _t!l�,1.Ll Sq on 
current est imat e s . They l ive in five agr i c u l t ural s e t t l ements eacA----� 
wi t h  i t s  own par t i c ular l ong hous e . 

The KUBOR t r i b e  i s  the bu:ffer group betwe en the SUPEI and t h e  B IAMI 
and ( ac c ording t o  t he ir view )  t hey l ive a per i l ous exi s t enc e .  The SUPEI 
were fr i ends but fa int heart ed folk who o f f ered l i t t l e  comfort i n  formi � 
a co�n front again�t t he conunon enemy . The BIAMI are the numeri c a l ly 
supfll'ior group l iving aero�s the river and cons idered the KUBOR t he i r  
personal quarry . 
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F\trther wes t  t owards t he Strickland l ive the DABA who are t he mai n  
a l l ianc e o f  t h e  KUBOR . I n  r e c e nt years t h e r e  has b e en some mi grat i on 
t o  the west as remanents o f  the KUBOR vi l l ages s e ek t o  put d i s t anc e 
betwe en t hem and disast er . On the other hand i t  app ears that a few 
KUBOR f o lk have an assoc iat i on - e i ther trade or marriage - wi t h  B IAM I . 
It qui t e  o f t e n  emerges that t h e s e  p e op l e ar e bi - l ingual and I t hi nk 
t hat t he t err ors of the B IAMI have t o o  o ft en been exaggera t ed . 

I have , however , extract ed informat i on about a ra i d  on a KUBOR house 
( ANDUMOSOM ) apparent ly thr e e  months pri or to the vi s i t  by t h i s  pat ro l . 
Not that i t  was report ed , I stumbl ed on t o  i t . We pass ed the burnt out 
she l l  o f  a hous e and I sai d ' Why ? ' ,  and t h e  gu id e s  said ' ra i d  by t he 
BIAMI . ' The s t ory that four peop l e  had b e en ki l l ed and three gir l s  
taken capt ive then unfolded . One of t h e  girl s was later returned 
becaus e  ·she had already been betroth ed to a B IAMI nat ive from a vi l l age 
on the north s ide of the Nomad River . But the other two gir l s  wer e 
kept and are pro bably by now qui t e  part o f  the B IAMI social group . 

The disturbing t hing about �hi s epi sode i s  that t h e  peopl e ar e d i s i nc l iE 
t o  say anyt hi ng about i t . Whereas t h e  SUPEI are for ever t el l ing t a l e s  
o f  t h e  t e rr i b l e  BIAMI and the threat o f  invas i on *  the KUBOR have 
at t empt e d  t o  c onc eal these is sues . It was as t hough t hey r e s ent ed 
anyone pryi ng int o their a f fairs . The ir approac h i s  c onfus e d  and 
int angi bl e but I t hink i t  suffic i ent ly r e f l e c t s  the l i t t l e  i n fl uenc e 
we have over the area . It woul d  s e em t hat s o  far t hey lack c onfidenc e 
in the Administrat i on .  They have made no r e quest for pro t ec t i on 
against any further vi o lat i ons . 

In ano ther c ommunity further north I found another c ommunal hous e 
c ompl e t e ly desert ed . The pe opl e  no l onger l iv e d  t here . I was s imp ly 
informed that the B IAMI had said should the peop l e  c ont inue t o  res ide 
in the hous e then they woul d eat them . 

But on the other s i d e  of the balanc e people from HON OBI vil lage (KUBOR) 
quit e  del ight e d  in t e l l ing me s t ori e s  of thei r raids on the GEBUS I 
pe opl e . They had no res ervat i ons in out l ining the i r  desul t ory 
operat i ons and what they di d wi th t h e i r  capt ives . Five s t one c l ubs 
whi ch I purchased here each had qui t e  a st ory at t ached to it - vari ous 
notches on the hand l e , to us e the We s t e rn idi om . It s e ems t hat eac h  
st one c lub i s  made for a part i c u l ar rai� 
Thr e e  rest houses have be en bui l t  i n  t he KUBOR c ommuni t i e s . They wi l l  
r emind people - and others across the ri ver - that we are ext endi ng 
our inf l uenc e .  The hous e s  were bui l t by t he pat r o l  wi t h  the c o - operat i or 
o f  t h e  peopl e .  

· 

As a final not e we wi l l  ment i on that on February 2nd . ( or short ly 
be fore my patro l returne d ) a group from G IWOBI vi l l age broke i nt o 
the s tat i on st ore and made off wit h  many trade i t ems , princ ipl y s t e e l . 
The l o o t  was lat er recovered and the mat t er i s  c ons i d ere d  as an 
app�ndix t o  the report . 

•A case i n  point o c c oured whi lst I was on pat ro l amongst t h e  B IAM I . 
During the lat e hours of the night a youth ro l l e d over in his s l e ep 
and kicked t he t a i l  of bis grass skirt int o the f i r e . It immediat ely 
caught a l i ght and the youth screamed out in alarm , �ain and fear . 
Everybody e l s e  so rudely aroused fr om their s l umber l ept from t h e  
house one aft er the other with t h e  great est o f  spe e d . They t hought 
it was a rai d  and it was every man ( or woman ) for h ims e l f . Meanwhi l e  
the yout h was left t o  discard t he fi erc e l y  burning garm�pts a s  best 
he c oul d .  He was badly burned . ,;o��J i 
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Ea s t  o f  t h e  Nomad and we st o f Bosav i  l iv e  the BIAMI p e op l e .  

Ac c ording t o  l e gend t hey are s omething o f  a n o t or i ous group and 
pe opl e who have ever v i s i t ed them have never s i nc e  spoken a very 
kind word for t hem . Ac c ord ing to  nat i v e  fantasy t hey are s uppos e d  
t o  b e  l ike bats ( actual l y  wi t h  wings , I run t o ld ) who f l y  a t  ni ght 
t o  feast on t he i r  prey . 

Ac tual l y the BIAMI are the peopl e whom I shoul d l eas t l ike t o  c al l  
a tribe . Int ernal di s t rust , fri ct i on , hos t i l i ty and s orc ery , a l l  
this i s  v ery much in evi denc e . They thems e l v e s  never express group 
s o l i dar i ty nor use the t e rm ' BIAMI ' .  Ins t e ad you h e ar o f  the 
Andumal i p e op l e  in t hat direct i on ,  or the Gi gi o beyond t here e t c . 
A s eri es o f  fragment ed mutua l l y  inho s p i t abl e groups who s ome t imes 
c onduc t e d  raids amongs t thems e lves . But the ' BIAMI ' cul ture i s  fairly 
homogene ous and whe t her one c omes from t h e  eas t or we st st or i e s  of 
these t erri b l e  peop l e  are t o l d  and of t he c onfus i on o f  others who 
are fri ght ened o f  them by ni ght . 

The pat r o l  c ontac t e d  3 5  o f  th e ir c ommuni t i e s  and v i s i t ed 1 20 assoc iate( 
homest eads . Populat i on I have e st imat ed at 2 , 500 . 

There i s  no s ingl e thread j o ining t h e  vi l l age s and t h ere i s  no 
s ingul ar t hought or ac t i on . Betwee n  ne i ghbouri ng c ommuni t i es t h e r e  
is a fairly fri endly ass o c i at i on by i ndividua l s  who may be bound 
by fami l y or a f f inal t i es but no al l -embrac ing al l i anc e . Moving 
from one c ommunity to the next the pat r o l was esc orted by gu i de s 
whi l s t  others who r e fus ed t o  ac c ompany us t hrough f ear o f  s ome 
past mi sdeed remained i n  the v i l lage . 

Commun i t i e s  are l ocat e d  two or t hr e e  hours apart . Oft en c o nne c t ing 
t racks are i l l -formed and show no i nd i cat i ons o f  frequ ent us e .  A l l  
s oc ia l  l i f e  s e ems t o  c i rcul at e around t h e  part i c u l ar c ommuni ty 
c entr e . The focal po i nt i s  the c ommunal hous e s i t e d on a r i d g e  
and surrounded b y  gardens . Other home st eads or e v e n  a s e c ond 
c ommunal hous e are probab ly l ocat e d  n earby . 'I'he s e  peopl e a l s o  
b e l i eve in t h e  s e curi t y  o f  numbers . 

The c ommuna l hous e s  are l arge c o nst ruc t i on s  and are a pro duc t o f . t he 
envi r onment . Th e bui lding mat erial s ar e a l l  s imp l e  bush mat e r i a l s  -
sapl ings and spl i t  palm , tre e bark , sago frond s , and al l i s  h e l q  
t oge th er b y  bush vines . The roo f i s  s a g o  palm t ha t c hing . No us e i s  
mad e o f  heavy t imber . Some o f  t h e  h o us e s are s o  l arge ;:r wond er t hat 
they do not c o l l aps e under their own fra i l  c onstruc t i on .  

.f t  
'rhe e s s ent i a l  feature o f  t h e  house i s  s e cur i ty : a s trong fort i fi ed 
front , a narrow c entral ent ranc e wi t h  heavy s l i d i ng bars whi c h  fal l  
i nt o  pos i t i on t o  c l os e  the µous e , and a rear verandah bu i l t  out 
over s l oping ground . 

In front o f  one c ommuna l house on t h e  SEWA River wa s a t rench and 
de ep p i t  - proba�ly a natural f ormat i on ori ginal l y  but the h o l e  
had been d e epened . I t  appeare d  t o  b e  s omet h i ng o f  a ha zard t o  t h e  
unwary . I asked t hem why they d i d  no t  f i l l  i t  in ; t h e y  rep l i ed 
that wh en t h e  p e opl e from beyond came t o  rai d  t hem t h e n  they 
hoped that s ome woul d  fal l  in . It wou l d  b e  qui t e  easy t o  s h o q t  
t h em a s  they- were trying t o  g e t  out . 
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Close to the mounta i ns the desi i gn changes with a raised fl oor 
thr oughout and many fire -p laces for warmth at night . There i s  no 
real privacy anywhere exc ept for the dllen who c ongregat e on the i r  
own verandah . Somet ime s t h e  i nt eri or divid ing part i t i on i s  l ow ,  
and this a l l ows the husband t o  eas i ly check up and s e e  what h i s  
wives may be about . 

Though man i s  undeniably mast er and woman i s  s ervi l e  t o  him one i s  
s t i l l i1upressed by t he fre e  s oc ial ac t i on . Women are not embarrassed 
or under duress in the pre s enc e o f  men . They mix fre e ly , talk fre e ly , 
ac t nat ura l l y . They are unashamed o f  the ir affec t i on for men ; there 
is no af fec tat i on . In camp they wer e  not at al l shy and s omet imes 

4the ir int ens ity of interest had to be . checked . In the home they are 
respons ibl e for smal l chi l dren and the dai ly meal s . It i s  here 
part i cqlarly that they are l ikely to b e  upbraided i f  t hey take 
the j ob too pasual l y , An obstreperous or di s obedi ent wi f e  is l ikely 
to rece ive a cuff on · :tlle ear and is qui ckly re duc e d  thereby to a 
submis sive . mo o d . 

-�. 

Prope.-ty : 
Pe opl e pQssess very l it t l e  property and pers onal weal th . 

Of land there i s  so mueb that it is never disput ed . Land is c ommuna l l y  
owned and vested int erests are wi th t h e  mal e s . Some l arge secti ons 
were said to be owned by indivi duals but I think in those cas es there 
was only one surviving member of the parent l ineage . Hunt ing r i ghts 
are a greater preoccupat i on than cul t i vat i on ri ght s . 

� 
Women are the un4isput ed owners o f  their personal be l ongi ngs , feminine 
things : string-skirt s ,  bags , kosaka cape s , woven ornament s , et c . 
They possess very l it t l e e l s e . The stri ngs o f  c owri e she l l  aroun4 
their necks bel ong to their husband or father . Pi gs , though spoken 
of as "be l onging to the women "  and rai s ed by them , are the property 
of man and are slaught ered ,  barted , or given away by them . Women are 
s imply their custodians ; but at l eas t they r e c e ive a l l  the af fect i on . 

Trade The peopl e are not weal t hy and are very poor re lat i ons 
o f the i r neighbo�s i n  the Hi ghlands . Wea l t h  i s  measured i n  t erms o f 
pi gs , strings of c owri e ,  st one c e l t s  and more rec ent ly s t e e l , strings 
ot dogs ' t e e th and the l ike . There was very l i tt l e  trade : normal 
c er emonial exchange was more c ommon . It ems exchanged were the strings 
of c owri e which came down from the mountains for the st one c e l t s  and 
arrows go ing north . No Mother - o f -Pear l she l l  were s e e n  unt i l  the 
mountain peopl e were reached . 

Smal l bundl es o f  salt and t obac co are traded or simply given t o  
vi s i t ors . Sal t  is made from the ' Kabugi ' c an e  found throughout t h e  
St rickl and area . The cane i s dri ed and burne d and burned again t i l l  
only a f ine res idue remains . Thi s  is washed and the sal t i s  taken out 
in solut i on .  Then crystal i s ed the sal t is brown and c oarse and has a 
ve ry strong bi t e , I b e l i eve . 

Acc ording t o  pract i c e  it ems of weal th were frequent ly obtained during 
raids , thereby removing t he ne ed for any formal i z e d  trading expedi t i on 

Betrothal , Marri.•gt , ood Bxekaage The pat t ern i s fami l iar t o 
western Papua . Gtrll are bethrothed at a very early age , perhaps in 
respons e to s ome to�er exchange l ong be fore they wer e even c onc e ived � 
Under the syo t em ot txcb4�ge hUlllan debt s are so o ft en l e ft outstanding 
From t he mal e  approach tben , the compet i t i on for a wi fe is fairly keeu 
and so a man wil l  only loo� in those places where an exchaiige h•s 
already oc coured � t�ftt is , where he can ,  i f  nec essary , demand a 
wi fe by ri ght • .  
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The ideal exchange occ ours betwe en t wo men who give one another t h e i r  
t rue s i st er ; but where a man has no true s i s t er t o . exchange he wi l l  
b e  pro�ided wi th a c l ass i f i cat ory s i s t er from among h i s  kin . A y o ut h ' s  
matrimonia l cho i c e  is thereby restri.c t e d  and uni nf l uenc ed by any .• 
c ons iderat i on o f  s ent iment or des ire . Hi s exchange partner may b e  
an infant i n  arms ; but h e  i s  at l east t o l erably sure o f  her and 
may wel l  be c ont ent ed t o  wai t . 

Dail7 lite 
Unl es s . there is a pro j e c t  underway l i f e  i n  the hous e 

ho l d  st irs from i t s  s lumber very casua l l y . Men s l owly l o osen t h e  bonds 
of s l eep ; women meanwhi l e  are already att ending to the chores of the 
day - t i dying t he hous e a l it t l e , perhaps , and prepari ng the first 
meal . Daught ers are c ont i nua l ly get t i ng i n  the way t ry i ng t o  he l p , 
but ineffec tual l y . 

In pairs er one by one the men dri ft out t o  the forest int ent on t he 
day ' s  undertaking - probably hunt ing , p erhaps f i s h i ng . A f ew may b e  
engaged in the task o f  garden maint enanc e ,  fenc i ng o r n e w  p lant i ngs • 

But s ome wi l l  probably r emain in the hous e engaged in nothing more 
attrac t ive than sheer idl enes s . S i t t ing out on the verandah st ead i ly 
scraping d own the fine arrow heads , or p l a i t ing an arml et o f  fine 

, cane , or weaving a new string bag ; or j us t  s i t t ing there maki ng idl e 
/ ' '  ·' c onversat i on ,  and then s l e ep .  

·, , , . .  . , 

The women have more t o  do of cours e . If there i s  sago t o  be made , t hat 
is their j ob .  If t he garden i s  t o  be ma int a ined , t hat too i s  the i r  j ob 
with the ir husband . They carry the l oads , fetch firewo o d  and wat er , 
ke ep the hous eho l d  func t i oning . The ir main r e spons i b i l ity is the 
we l fare of their i nfant s and feeding o f  the p i gs . For creat ive t ��ks 
t hey have the monopoly on a l l  feminine interest s .  

Deatlt. aad. the corpse When a pers on d i es , and espe c i a l l y  adul t  �l e ,  
he iEJ i l:aid out on t he fl oor of the c ommuna l hous e . The women mour:a•rs 
gather around it shrouded in their di smal t apa cape s . For the next 
we ek or , l onger they keep up a forml ess wai l  whi l s t  the c orps e swe l l t  
and the body fluids and grease s  s e ep out . The women occas i ona l l y  
caress t he body and trans fer some o f  t he gr eas e t o  the ir own ski n . 
The hair i s removed and apparent ly bur i ed . 

4ft er the sevent h day approximat ely the men pr epare t h e  mortuary 

p l at form . It i s  slightly t roughed and e l evat ed about six feet above 

the cground . A further wi de plat form i s  bui l t  around i t  so that af�9� 

the body is placed in stat e the women may c l imb t o  it and c ont inUfil' 

t o weep over it . The body is now l e ft t o  decompose wnder the weatti,r . 

Inc identa l l y , the 
'V.ortuary plat form i s  plac ed immediat e ly outside t.he 

conun�al house aai4! so for the next f ew mont hs the bereaved ki ndred 

are more or l t•s pei'm.anently reminded o f  h i s  i ndispos i t i on .  His wearing 
apparel 1 orna1tents ,  and other pers onal i t ems ar e t i ed t o  the plat f orm 

o n whieh he rest � . Small bundl es o f  food , banana or t aro , are regular!� 

brought and laid at his feet . 

As the body de�ays an4.,. the bones become bl eached by t he sun t hey are 

stacked int o emi&ller bta:ps . St i l l  the women occas iona l l y  c l imb up to1  
the plat fornJ ap.d. i wQe:p over him .  Ol1 approachi ng a vi l l age onc e I hearcl 

thi s terr i f i c  wa:Uing . Thought i, ·:' that ' s  ni c e ; a new c o rps e . But t o  

my surpr i s e  tberf was nothing l e ft but a shiny whi t e  skul l . 

When i t  i s  further bleached the skul l may be put int o a string bag 

and hung from the c e i l ing Qf the c onununal hous e . 

--- ; ; ; ; ; ; ; : ; : : : : : : : : ---



} ' 

34 

W A. R F 4 R E 

"One hes i t at e s  t o  use t he word ' warfar e ' t o  describe these desu l t ory 
opera t i ons - which hardly ever involved t rue f i ght i ng . The raid 
indeed was a k i l l i ng expe dit i on rather t han a fight ing expedi t i on , 
and perhaps t he best expr e s s i on for it i s  t h e  l egal one o f  "murder 
in c ompany . 11 The two f o l d  ob j ec t  of t h e  raiders was to take the i r  
revenge for s ome r e a l  o r  imagined aggres s i on , and t o  carry o f f  a s  
many a s  poss ibl e of t h e i r  enemi e s  heads . 11 

( F .  E .  Wi l l i ams , Papuans of the Trans -lt""'ly ;  P .  287 ) 
In this distric t  peopl e mixed cannibal i sm wi th their headhunt ing . 

The Bia.mi Raiders 

The BIAMI mor e than anyone e l s e  enj oyed t h e  t hr i l l  o f  raiding the ir 
f e l l ow beings and taking up the c arcas$ to the f east . It is impo s s i b l e  
t o  say wi th any accuracy how o ft en t h i s  l ust had t o  b e  sat i si f i e d  
but i t  is qui t e  obvi ous that they had t h e  SUPEI bewi l dered and the 
KUBOR - tho s e  who did not flee to put di s t anc e be twe en them - wer e  
c ont inua l l y  on t he al ert . The KUBOR in t h e i r  t urn wer e  c ont ent t o  
make retaliat ory raids int o t h e  GEBUS I where the c ommuni t i es were 
weaker than those o f  their aggr essors who had s o  vi c t imised them . 
The · pi cture i s  pres ent ed that t he ne i ghbouring peopl e held the thin 
edge o f  the wedge and l os t ' more heads to the B IAMI t han they could 
ever capture . The evidenc e i s  st i l l  on display in the d i ffer ent 
BIAMI home s t eads . 

'l'he raid at ANDUMOSOM ( whi c h  we have not ed was not reprt ed ) brougat 
the warring BIAMis t o o  c l os e  t o  the s t at i on . It unfortunat e l y  
i l lustrat es their re frac t ory spiri t . Thi s  party o f  rai ders came from 
a c ommuni ty l oc at ed fairly deep in t h e  c entre ; they had not been 
c ontact ed by previ ous patro l s . But st i l l  I suppos e it c oul d be 
assumed , though perhaps errone ous ly , that the rai d ers �ere aware 
at th� t ime t hat t h i s  prac t i c e , however sat i s i fying , had been 
ou't!lawed .  If s o , they c ont inued undaunt e d . 

' �  ·� 
· . .  issues at ANDUMOSOM were de l i berat e l y  c onfused unt i l  I quest i oned 

ung boy who knew no bet t er and t o l d  the truth . He hims e l f had 
· :in the hous e . Just as the first grey �treaks o f  dawn were 

· ng he was arous ed from s l eep by the shr i l l  cal l of a bird .  
the need t o  urinate he went out s i de . He wandered a l i t t l e  
int o t h e  scrub and was then on t h e  p o i nt o f  r e t urning when 

two f i l e s  o f  men scurry out o f  t h e  bush and surround t h e  
H e  froz e . 

· r;;? :i-- . 
Th�5�c cupant s l e ft i nside the house i nc l uded two men , t hr e e  women , 
and

r�five girl s . Meanwhi l e  the two fi l e s o f  men , whi c h  also i nc l uded 
youri.J'· boys , moved up hunched over each o ther , l ike cassowar i e s . 

Aft e� they had the hous e surrounded they c ont inued t o  shuffle 
around it . Singularly they let out a l ong s inist er wai l  Ohh • •  e e  • •  e e  • .  

and rat t l ed on the wal ls . Men were pai nt e d  in black and o i l , wi th 
black fac es and cassowary qui l l s , wi th grass streamers from their 
hai r  and arm bands , ver saturnal . 

The occupant s o f  t he hous e were i nstant ly arous e d ; t hey knew what i t  
was . They sprang up t err i f ied and c onfus e d  from t h e i r  s l e ep t o  f l e e  
from the hous e o r  t o  fal l int o t h e  hands o f  t h e  raiders . One woman 
came f lying out over the verandah corner and went swnmersau l t ing 
down a thirty foot embankment int o  t h e  river . But s h e  escaped . 
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The c orner was s e a l e d  o f f .  Next moment one o f  the men came out wi t h  
hi s weapons . He pul l ed t h e  bow string back but the weapon was knocked 
from hi s hands by a s t ick and at the s ame t ime he was c l ubbed to death 
from behind . The s ec ond man came running out , s t umbl ed , and was 
shor t l y  admoni shed wi t h  a final b l ow .  

I ' m afra i d  our young wi tness by thi s t ime had s e en qui t e  enough and 
f l e d  for deare s t  l i fe int o t h e  depths of t h e  for e s t . We may as sume 
t hat the other two women were c l ubbed wi t hout further de l ay . The five 
girls were all t aken capt ive . The hous e was s e t  al i ght . 

The who l e  pri nc ipl e of t h e  assaul t  i s  surpr i s e  and spe e d ; suc c es s  
depends upon it . I t  is pl anned in s e cr e t  and d e l ivered in one swi ft 
unexp e c t e d  at tack i n  the ear l i est hours . Never by d e s i gn did the raid 
take t he form o f  fac e -t o -fac e c ombat . They needed t hat e l ement o f  
surpr i s e , t o  cat c h  the ir v i c t ims unprepare d  and d e f e nc e l es s , and t o  
hav.e a c l ear start t o  fly wit h  t h e i r  b l o o dy troph i e s  bobbing over 
their shoulder be fore the enemy could mus t er for a c ount er -at tack . 

The weapon par exc e l l enc e  i s  t he c lub . St ar shaped , c ircular , di sca , 
e l ongat e d , or pineappl e ,  c l ubs are t o  b e  f ound in every c ommuna l 
hous e . There are also wo oden shingl e s  o f  d i fferent shap e s  and s i z e s . 
The men a l s o  carry the i r  bows on t h e  rai d  but t hey are t o  be us ed 
only as a last resor t , only i f  the v i c t ims s t art to fl ee be fore t h ey 
have been c l ubbed . 

Aft er the vict ims have been . slain they are p i cked up and c arri ed 
wi th a l l  po ssibl e hast e  t o  the nearest cre ek . N o t  a moment must b e  
l o s t . Wi th a f e w  swi ft cut s  o f  the bamboo kni f e  through the st omache 
t h e  bod i e s  are halved . The head and l e gs are pul l ed backwards , t h e . 
spinal c ord s naps . A few more swi ft cut s wi th t h e  kni fe and the l egs 
ar e s ep�rat e d . Already s omeone has s nat ched up a l e g  and thrown i t  
across h i s  shoulder . I f  there i s  n o  more t ime t h e  head wi th c h e s t  
and arms s t i l l att ached i s  fi l l e d int o a stri ng b a g  a n d  c arr i e d  o ff . 
But pre ferabl y  t h e  head i s  detac h ed , sawe d o f f  . .  A rope i s  t hread e d  
through t he nasal s ept um ( t hrough t h e  bambo o  p i e c e ) and t h en wi t h  
much del i ght t h e  hap l e s s  head i s  swung over t h e  t r i umphant vi c t or ' s  
shoulder . 

The who l e  bu i sness takes only a few s e c onds . The b l o o d  i s  washed i nt o  
the cre ek and t hey al l take t o  the i r  he e l s . Now t r i wnphant , i t  wou l d  
be d i sast erous t o  b e  caught wei ght ed down wi t h  t h e s e  t r ophi e s . S o  
t h e y  c ommenc e d  the i r  homeward j ourney . 

�. 
When they approach the c onununal hous e t hey depos i t  t h e i r  l oads int o 
t h �  bush . They � ome down t o  t h e  c l ear i ng and l et out a s i ngular ye l l . 
Th e  women and o l d  men ( o f t en t he inst i gat ors o f  t h e  .raid ) run t o  t h e  
doo r . "Were you triumphant '? 1 1 , t hey d emand . N o t h i ng i s  s a i d  but t he 
warr i ors , now standi ng on one f o o t , l i ft up t h e  o t h e r  l eg and turn 
t h e  f o o t  skywards - ( i t i s  succ ess ) .  A cry of j ub i lat i on goes up . 
"How many 'l 11 t hey shout . "Four' i s  t h e  reply . 1 1Come t hen" , say t h e  
women .  

The men go cant ering down t o  t h e  hous e . Suddenly t h ey s t op ; t hey 
form a s ingl e f i l e  and pursue a s l ow t ort uous c ours e around the hous e . 
"Come i ns id e , c ome ins ide , "  shout t he women . As t h e  s i ng l e  f i l e  
rounds t h e  l a st . c orner o f  the pous e t hey go i n  t hr ough t h e  entranc e .  

Now they move t hr ough t h e  hous e , chant ing . 1 1 But wh ere i s  i t , where i s  

i t ? 1 1 d emand the women ; "go and f e t c h  i t ! "  Fina l l y  the men c omply wi t h  
their wish ,  run out s ide and pick up t h e i r  bundl es' . The f i r e s  are heapec 
up . The bead is thrown in �pd the ha i r  is s i nged o f f . The meat i s  
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roast ed , o r  smoked f o r  a later snack . Al l i s  c ons�e d ; nothing i s  
l e f t  t o  was t e ,  n o t  even t h e  gut s . Women , chi ldren , bo t h  young and 
o l d  par t i c ipat e .  

I recall r eading onc e  that Jack Hi des asked a youth why he had 
part ic ipated in a cannibal feast . His reply was simpl e :  " I was 
born wit h  t he t as t e  in my mouth . 11 I asked a group o f  KUBOR peop l e 
i f  t here were any amongst t hem who had not tast e d  human fl esh ; a l l  
said they had part i c ipat ed at s ome t ime . 

Young girls are spared the bl ow and are t aken back t o  the c ommunity 
as capt ives . Lat er they wi l l  be marr i e d  i nt o  BIAMI soci ety ; they 
b e c ome an int e gral part of. i t . There i s  no f ear t hat t hey wi l l  try 
t o  escape . They are their capt ives 1 property w1t i l  t he day t h ey 
d i e  or are given away . Of the gir l s  t aken in the ANDUMOSOM raid 
one was later returned to YOLOBI , a * BIAMI vi l l age , becaus e she 
had already been betrothed int o t here . 

Very few women ever survive a rai d .  Even i f  she i s  extraordinar i l y  
at tract ive , des irabl e ,  t h e n  s o  i s  her h�ad and t h e  l us t  for bl o o d  
sweeps asi de any s ent imental c ons i derat i ons . And i f  t here was one 
who hesi tat ed a s e c ond to del iver the coup de grace then another 
woul d  s t ep in and s t eal h i s  r�l e . Jt i s  important to real i z e  t hat 
a head is a head and it is qui t e  immat erial i f  it was orig:i,nal l y  
at tached t o  a mal e  or female body . There i s  n o  l oss o f  mal e  prowess 
s imply becaus e i t  happens t o  b e  feminine . 

The Trophey Aft er the vic t im has been c onsumed and the final 
r i t e s  performed the skull i s  c l eane d , dri ed , and paint ed black 
wit h  s o o t . The eye -s ocket s  are f i l l ed wi t h  be e s -wax or c l ay ;  they 
o ft e n  have scarl et abrus s e e ds for pupi l s . A nose is moulded wi t h  
c l ay o r  wax and t hrough the ' s eptum ' a bamboo or bone nos e p i e c e  
i s  ins ert ed . Bands of cassowary qui l l s  a r e  t i ed back across t h e  
for ehead . Smal l  whi t e  parrot feathers s e t  i t  o f f  wi t h  a smart t ouch 
o f  cQl our . The skul l i s  mount ed to t h e  trophey wal l  in t he c ommunal 
hous e . The j aw bone is a l s o  hung from the wal l , s e t  i n  array wi t h  
t h e  w;Jual ( anim�l ) hunt ing trophi es - cro c odi l e  j aws , p i g  t usks e t c . 

The B IAMis o f  the east are l e s s  elaborat e wi t h  the i r  skul l decorat i on .  
They are e imply c ont ent ed t o stuff i t  wi t h st raw ( s o that the 
eye -socke t s  are fi l l ed ) and then t i e  the skul l to a beam over the 
main entranc e o f  their hous e . Streamers may be t i ed around the 
skul l t o  at t ract a l i t t le more at t ent i on to i t . 

The prac t i c e  is again s l i gh t l y  di f ferent on the fringe areas o f  
NOMAD . Whi l st t he skul l , undec orat e d , i s  l e ft i n  an i nverted c onical 
basket to be bl eached by t h e  sun , a l l  the other bones o f  the feast 
are also kept . The ri bs in part i cular and t h e  spinal c ord ( rec onstruc t 
- threaded and knot t e d  on t o  a pi e c e  o f  string ) are laid on a 
crude tabl e . In nat ive phyl os ophy t he displays are t o  fri ght en 
off ones enemi e s . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - - -- - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
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3 .  

/Beyond t h e  B IAMI at t h e  bas e 
s t e ep l im e s t one e scarpment l i ve t he 
part o f  t h e  s o c i ety o f  t h e mount a i n  
i s  f e l t  s e e p i ng i nt o  t h e  c ommunity . 
c hanginy 

o f  Mt . S ISA and east a l ong t h e  
KOMIFA peopl e .  Th ey are not y e t  
p e opl e but a n e w  c u l t ura l i n f l u enc e 
The pat t ern o f  l i fe i s  gradua l l y 

From the headwa t ers o f  t h e  SEWA River t h e  t ra ck r i s e s up st eadi l y  
t hr ough a sadd l e  t o  a he i ght o f  about 3 , 500 fe e t . Cut t ing out from 
the s i d e  of Mount S ISA through the escarpment ar e the f e e d er s t r eams 
of t he RENTOUL , and each c u t s  i t s e l f down i nt o  a t i ght ravine . The 
t rack fql l ows ar ound the s i d e  of the mai n  escarpment i nt o  and out o f  
each o f  t h e s e . 

;/eo u s e s  o f  the KOMIFA peopl e are l oc at e d  on t h e  ridges or perc hed h i gh 
i n  inac c e s s i bl e p l ac es . The hous es ar e bec oming sma l l er t hough s t i l l  
bas e d  o n  the same des i gn .  More f ir e -p l ac e s  are i nc l ud e d  f or here t h e  

· ni ght s a r e  c o l d  and t h e  winds s i nk  down from o f f  t h e  hi gh mount a i ns . 
Garden crops i nc l ude swe e t -potat o and t aro wh i l s t banana ha s b e c ome 
o f  s e c ondary imp ortanc e / 

Inc r eas ed d i f f i c u l t y  was experi enc ed i n  maki ng ours e l v e s  und ers t o o d . 
We were now working t hrough t hr e e  i nt erpr e t ers and as we pro gr e s s e d  
further t h e  d i a l e c t  c hanged even mor e . I n  t h e  e n d  w e  w e r e  wi t hout 
i nt erpr e t at i on .  

/tf'he pe op l e ar e shorter i n  statur e  but wi t h  he a l t h i e r phys i que . They 
wear bands of beads whi c h  have b e en t ra� e d  out from 1.'ari or Bosa v i . 
They , for t h e i r  numbers , p o s s e s s  many s t e e l  axes . The s t one adz e s  are 
s t i l l  there but no l onger us ed . The ir grass ski rt has b e e n  r ep l a c e d  
wi t h  tanke d c ordyl ine l eave s . The b e l t  i s  narrowed and made o f  c ane . .  
Th e ha ir i s  be t t er groome d ;  s ome men ar e f o und t o  b e  wear i ng the 
ornament al blue and ye l l ow ever - l a s t i ng das i. e s . Mo t h e r -o f -Pear l s he l l  
o f  a good qua l i ty and s i z e ar e worn b y  both s e x e s /' 

The pe opl e are wea l t hy but the c ount ry i s  di f f i cul t and t h e  gardens 
are poor . Populat i on here i s  even mor e hard pr e s s e d  in i. t s  s t rugg l e  
f o r  subs i s t enc e . Th e few hous e s - s e en were d i s p e r s e d  o n  st e e p  s i d e s  
o f  r i dges wi t h  cul t i vat i ons go ing down at s e emi n g l y  i mpos s i bl e  s l op e . 
There is l i t t l e  surplus o f  f o o d  f or t h e s e  p e o p l e .  

The pat r o l  c ont act ed f ive s e t t l ement s whi l st a f ew o t hers c ou l d  be 
s e en across the fe eder str eams s outh of our track . ( lt"'A I ' A and A I ' ABA ) 
For the pre s ent I have inc l uded t hem wi t h  t h e  KOMIFA group but i t  
mi ght b e  found lat er that t h ey are part o f  t h e  BOSAVI peopl e .  

Popul at i on est imat e d  on hous e s , gardens , and p e opl e c ontac t e d  i s  350 . 

So far as I know t he KOMIFA had n o t  b e e n  v i s i t ed by European b e fore . 
Th e  f or e i gn art e fac t s  they possess wer e  a l l t raded i n  from t h e  
mount a ins . Wi t h  t h i s  t rade c ame t h e  a s s o c i at e d  s t ori e s  o f  the art e fac t s : 
European s et t l ement , ' mi grat i on ' and expans i on . Wh en we arrived i n  t h e  
KOMIFA the pe opl e were not surpr i s ed - t hey sa i d  t h ey knew w e  wou l d  
c ome s o o ner o r  l a t er . They were t o l erably fri endly - n o t  appear i ng · 

at al l inferi or t o  us nor disturbed - and t h e  keen s en s e  o f  i n t e r e s t  
wh i c h  c hara c t e r i s ed the B IAMI was c onsp i cusously abs ent . 

- - - : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : - - -
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4 .  

/) 
1 The peopl e who l ive c l os e  t o  the STRICKLAND and near the 

Cec i l ia River are cal l ed DABA by those who l ive on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  
o f  the river � '  There is a l i t t l e  trade assoc iat i on between them wi th 
the DABA o c cas i onally cross ing the Strickland b y  canoe at two or 
thre e pl ac es .  Further north , on both s i de s  of the gorge , l ive t he 
men who wear t he l ong pha l l ocrypt s . The DABA have heard ludi crous 
s t or ie s  o f  t h e i r  cust oms but have only s l i ght perspnal experi enc e 
wi t h  t h em . In the main their c onne c t i ons l i e  wi t h  the EAST STRICKLAND , 
wi th the KUBOR and SUPE I peopl e .  

Th,, �et t l ement s are . very few and smal l ; I d o  not think the popul at i on 
would exc e ed 200 . other small gardens are dot t e d  al ong the h.eadwaters 
of the Carringt o� River . It s e ems almos t imposs ibl e t hat anyone would 

. .  J..j;v, there ; those savages must have an introverted twi st . St i l l , as 
·�  · ' the DABA cal l them their own we mus t r e c ord them wi th the parent group 

Flying in from th.e Strickland around t h e  range there i s  nothing t o 
report but a smal l crat er lake ; there i s  no populat i on/ 
I/ . , • ,' // • / 

· . 'l'lt  .. "DABA peopl e were very ' f:ri endly t owards the pat r o l  and we ourselves 
· · w�pe extre�ely happy to find thelll aft er many days t hrough the mountain 

, .fores t . Some o f  the people were contac t ed by Mr .  Cl anc ey in 1948 but 
llii'nY were then t imid and watched the pat r o l  i n  s ecret . The first peopl e 
we saw , women , screamed out in alarlll l ike th e ir day had c ome , and f l e d  
lt was then that we found the bridge cross ing the BURNETT but no one 
was suffic i ent ly intrepid t o  cross i t , l east of al l me . 

The next group o f  people we c ontact ed were on the L IDDLE River . 
I s ent t he nat iv' int erpret er o f f  and he was abl e  t o  c ommuni cat 'lt 
wit h t hem . Wh,.�lJ: . .  :��tf;lr the patrol moved down as a group they i:; imply 
said : "We a�e . pl�§ed .you �aye c ome at l a s t . "  

.-, ._, .::,,\ : 

l.t(.>we.r down on th�: , .��ia River the DABA are mixed wi th immigrant .fll 
Qf the KUBOR wlu�:f;,fled . ttie BIAMI . The home s t eads ar e l arger , some 
peopl e have int er-marri e� .  The language s e ems to unde�go a subt l e 
c hange but peopl e can underst and each o t h e r . 

� 
Unfortunat e ly the peopl e of the north would not ac c ompany the pat r o l  

back t o  the s t at i on ; the midd l e  peop l e  were unknown t o  them and 

there fore poss ibly unfri endly . 

I hope t hat the next patrol t o the Cec i l i a River wi l l  be abl e  t o  

appoint Vi l l age Officials • .  

- - - : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : - - -
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D R E S S  

Thi s  has been r e c orded be for e , but t o  make t h e  n�rr i t ive c omp l e t e 
I vent ur e  t o  add a l i t t l e  further c omme nt . 

Men wear a narrow pubi c apron o f  bark c l o t h  and a short kni t t e d 
sporan s imi l ar t o  t hat worn in the Hi ghlands . Thi s  c overing i s  
at tached from l engths o f knot t ed s trings which hang l ow from the 
thi ghs . Across the but t ocks swing a s eri e s o f  gras s  skirt s , t h e  
firs t reaching t h e  back o f  t h e  kne e s , the s e c ond b e i ng short er , 
and the third being only s ix inches or s o  in l engt h . A wi de bark 
c orset is worn around the waist - or even hi gher , around the chest . 
Str ips o f  cane are s ome t imes fast ened t i ght ly around the girdl e s ; 
t hey may be us e d  for fir e -maki ng when t h e  need ar i s e s . 

Onc e I saw a youth wearing a ful l  grass ski rt . It was made from 
the shredded r o o t s  of the r e d  pandanus palm and i t s  funct i on was 
apparent ly c eremonial . The men make t he most o f  t he i r  appearanc e 
on these oc c as i ons ; they dress very handsome l y . They ar e  very 
part ial t o  us ing red orchre or the red s t ai n  o f  a berry . The who l e  
body i s  dec orat ed . Zig -zagging stripe s  o f  wh i t e  o n  bl ack cross the 
che s t , back and t h ighs . The fac e i s pa i nt e d a de ep d i ngy b lack wi t h  
s o o t  and i f  h e  has b e e n  eat i ng the ber�y o f  t h e  goru t re e t hen h i s  
l ips wi l l  be very , very r e d . The who l e  e f f e c t  i s  qui t e  satani c . 

Many wear a fringe o f  cass owary qui l l s  h i gh acros s  t h e  f orehead ; 
al t ernat e l y  s ome . may wear wi gs o f  gras s ,  t he grass b e ing fine and 
l o ng , bending perhaps to t ouch t h e  s houl ders .  Fi�e l ong l engths 
of sagu l ea f  tuffed int o the arml e t s , b e l t , and gart ers add a 
t ouch of c o l our . 

other ornament s o f  the men inc lude c o i l s o f  pl ai t ed s t r ing ,  stri ngs 
o f  berr i e s  r e d and whi t e and threaded on t o twine , narrow bands o f  
woven twine , o r  st rings o f  smal l c owr i e  she l l  - a l l  t h i s  may be 
s l ung from the shoul de r acr o s s  the body , ba l dri c - fash i on .  Other 
s tr ings o f  beads made from t he same s e e d  berr i e s  are hung aro und 
t h e  neck , or from t h e  l obes o f  t he ears . Arm l e t s  of f i n e  c an e  
strips , gre en and whi t e ,  are p l ai t e d . 

The bambo o  or bone nose pi e c e  c omp l et e s hi s dre s s . He i s  very 
prowd o f  t h i s  addi t i ona l i t em and none l o ok prope r l y  d r e s s e d wi t hout 
i t . The larger and l onger the pi ec e he can . push t hrough the great er 
i s  hi s prowess . What happens i f  h e  sne e z e s ? - s l ivers o f  bamb o o , 
I suppo s e . 

The ha i r  i s  gr oomed int o do z ens o f  greasy r i nel e t s  wh i c h  fal l down 
t o  t h e  shou l der . The forehead i s  shaven we l l  hack and wi d e bands 
o f  whit e  beads are t i e d  i n  p o s i t i on .  Ch i l dren o ft en have t he i r  
ha i r  shaven exc ept f o r  a sma l l  tuft whi c h i s  l e ft . A t  l eas t t h i s  
gives t h e  pare nt s s omet h i ng t o  h o l d  on t o  i f  t h e  s p i r i t s t ry t o  
drag t h e  chi l d  away . 

Onc e we have cros s e d the SEWA Ri ver the men have d i s c ard e d the 
grass skirt s which c o v e r e d  t h e i r  but t ocks and i ns t ead a branc h  
o r two o f  c ordyl ine , r e d  or gre en , i s  t u c k e d  int o t h e  b e l t , t h e  
l eave s hangi ng down . 'fh e s e  pe opl e t o l d  o u r  B IAM I int erpr e t ers t o  
r emove t h e  gras s  s k i r t s  as the nat ives who l ived fur ther a l ong 
woul d  b e  deri s ive of i t . The s e  pe opl e. a l s o  d i d  not l ike the B IA.MI 
and our i nt e rpr e t ers j us t  had t o make t h ems e l v e s  as i nc onspi c uous 
as other patro l carr i ers • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - 
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l 

. 3.9 

It was my int ent i on t hat from KOROBA I would go west int o 
the STR:J;CKLAND, GORGE and t hen fol l ow down the r iver . The c ountry 
t o  the north was bet t er known but I chose the MULLER Range as the 
rout e app eared short er . 

As it turned out we found the mount a ins t o  be ext r eme ly d i fficul t ; 
at one stage we had t o  turn around and c l imb back on t o  the range . 
It is di f f icult t o  deecribe this c ountry ; the l imest one i s  l ike 
honeyc omb with f i ssures and ho l es ,  and wi th moss and debris c overing 
the cracks . Real l y  quit�,- dangerous for the carr i ers i f  they should 
casual ly l oo s e  their foo t ing . Despit e  the numerous out cropa o f  rock , 
the cont inuing whi t e scars of the crevi c es always cr i s s -cros sing ,  
all i s  c overed by a stunt ed mos s  forest . Terri b l e  c ountry . There 
are no streams here for the rain seeps straight in . For wat er we 
c o l l ected the rain from the t ent s  at ni ght . 

The country betwe en the $trickland had not been mapp ed and we 
found the headwat ers of the BURNETT River penetrat ed further north 
than had been indic a.t ed .  These are large str eams and we c ould not 
cross th.em . � i t. was we h�d S"Qffici ent di f ficulty cros s ing the 
smal l er stre.ams , improviliil ing bridges as nec essary . At first , I 
c onfess , I thought I had reae�ed the STRICKLAND ; then as we cont inued 
to go s0uth I became more c ontus ed .  It i s  very d i f f i cul t c ountry � 

Ther e  i s  no populat i on here . We did not f�nd any t racks unt i l  we 
were fa.irly we l l down on the BURNETT , i?\Dd · then we f ound a cane 
suspension bri dge crossing th�t river . 

The populat i on there is extreme ly tbin , ins i gni f i cant . The c ountry 
c ont im�es t o  be dif ficult unt i l  the l ast range , t h e  Cec i l ia ant i 
cl ine , is crossed . And then we were down int o  the DABA populat i on -

though even that i s  perhaps o f  l i t t l e  more s i gni ficance . 

--- : : ; : : : : : : : : : : : : - - -

� �  
( R .  A .  Hoad ) 

Patro l  Of ficer 
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Nomad Patrol Report No . 4 - 1963/64 

After the Patrol - Theft of the Steel Trade 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - � - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

When t h e  patrol ha d  final ly run its cours e , crossed t h e  river to 
the stat i on , pleased to be home agai n at last , we were gre et ed by 
the news that the store had been ransacked and a number of i t ems 
removed . Princ ipl e among them were 24 t omahawks and 3 Austral ian 
flags . The value of these goods does not appear to be much in 
sophisti cated tenns but here in this primi t ive s oc i ety where st one 
adzes are st i l l  the ec onomy it of c ourse repres ents a c onsiderabl e 
haul . 

The the ft c ould , I think , be compared to the Royal Mail Robbery . ,  
In fact i f  i t were possible tor these peopl e t o  break into the 
Bank o f  England their only motive woul d be a fast search tor 
t omahawks and Austral ian flags . 

The news of the theft was not real ly we l comed aft er three months 
on patrol and a hard walk back . But the inc i dent was rec ent �nd 
of a nature t o require immediat e  at t ent i on ; c ertainly i t  would. . 
not be good for other groups to hear o f this nor tor the off en4t�i 
to go unpunished. To have done nothing woul d  have sanct i oned the 
the ft and invited contempt . 

Therefore the patrol was remounted and those who had partieipated 
in the robbery were taken into custody .  We were very fortw.at e in 
oqr act i OllS and in the rec overy o f  all stol en goods . Unfortunat.e ly 
the flags had been t orn into fragments for rami s  ( how they show 
the ir spirit ot patrio t i sm for the Goverwnent ) and they are now 
qui t e  use l ess t o  be fl own from even the tallest mast . 

Al l o f  the prisoners were sent out t o  DARU , many through K IIJWGA . 
This i s  the first t ime that any of thes e  peopl e have l eft the ir 
native area and c ome int o  the sphere of a c i vi l i zed society as 
we know i t . It wil l  be int erest ing to hear their impressions in 
due c ours e .  

Mt- .  Rarua and Mr .  Viner -Smit h  ac c ompani ed thi s patrol and have 
gained experienc e .  

;,;.:;,;, 
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Reports rec e ived that the stat i on s t ore had been broken int o and 
a number of i t ems stol en . From other i n format i on i t  appeared t hat 
peopl e from the KUBOR vi l l age GIWOBI ( s e e  Diary 19th . - 22nd . Sept .) 
were probably respons i bl e . 

Mr .  C .  Viner -Smi th , C . P . O . arr ived i n  at N OMAD on transfer . 

Overni ght at NOMAD .  

!'!�!:���l-'!!!! · 
Contact ed t he Distri ct Officer and explained the c ircumst anc e s  of 
the theft . Arranged to take the pat r o l  out and i nvest i gat e .  St ores 
ferr i ed across the Nomad River to camp . 

other s t ores , pol i c e  and carri ers , ferri ed across the river . The 
patro l set out prepared to visit al l homest eads which were fri endly 
wit h  and possibly sympathet i c  t owards the GIWOB I  peopl e . Arrived at 
HONOBI vi l l age i n  t hr e e  hours . Seven men taken i nt o  custody and t h e  
hous es searched . Patrol moved t o  FOI ' IBI in two hours and tho s e  
house s  s earched . Then o n  t hrough SONABI i n  a n  hour and the process 
repeat ed . More taken int o custody . Patrol moved next t o  G IWOBI t o  
l ocat e t he pri ncipals . Heavy rain was now fal l ing and o f  c ourse al l 
the vi l l agers had moved t o  their c ommunal house . I c onfess t hey 
were taken by surpr i s e  ana we did very we l l .  Lat er the houses were 
searched and we rec overed most of the st o l en goods - flags t hat had 
been t orn into rami c l ot h , mat ches , s oap , knives , mirrors , and the 
t omahawks . The bood l e  had been cunni ngly c onceal e d  beneat h t he 
floor boards . 

Camp GIWOBI 

At GIWOBI . Quest i oned our pri s oners , l a i d  charges and c o nduct ed 
proceedings . The houses further s e arched and more o f  t he l o ot 
rec overed . Camp GIWOBI 

Patrol moved down t o  KWOBI , wi t h  pri s oners . Unab l e  t o  c ontact 
any peopl e here who have apparent ly become a fra i d  of reprisa l s  
and f l e d . 

Camp KWOBI 

�!�!:��!:l_!!!� ·  
Mr .  Viner -Smith and Mr .  Rarua esc ort ed the pri soners back t o  the 
stat i on whi l s t  my patr o l  moved down t owards the mi s s i on and SOGAI . 
I was pl eased t o  f ind many peopl e working around the rest hous e , 
bus i l y  c l earing up and t i dying as I had prev i ous ly instruc t ed . 
I set t h e i r  heart s at ease and t o l d  t hem t hey had not hing t o  f ear 
i f  t he Queen ' s  laws wer e  obeye d .  

Camp SOGAIBI 

!!�!:��!:l_!�!� · 
Patrol moved down t o  the stat i on . There c ont ac t e d  t h e  Di stri c t  
Of f i c er and not i fi e d  our return . Al s o  request ed t h e  evacuat i on 
of the pri s oners t o  DARU - part ly for s e curity reasons and par t l y  
t o  broaden the hor i z ons o f t h e s e  i s o l at ed bush p e opl e . 

� .  rlr>a#l 
( Patrol Of f i c e r ) 



A P P E N D  I X  ' B '  

• • • • • • • •  est imat e of the populat i on 

( 1 ) K U B O R  l ingual area 

DUBU Cco111munal house ) HOMF.STEADS ESTIMATES 
-- ----

GIWOBl • 

FOI ' IBI 

U.ONOBI * 

SUUAMOSOM • 

_ _ _  ... _ _ _ _ _ _  

Giwobi 
Kwobi 
Sou.bi 

Foi ' ibi 
EbaJDOl;JGll 
U..oeo111 

Honobi 
Unagababi 
Dugayaau 

SbµMoeom 
Dogwaosom 
An4WllO't01l 

TOTAL esti.Ulate K u B 0 R 

( 2 )  B I A M I l ingual area 

- - - - - - - - -

30 
12 
30 

12 
4 
8 

20 
5 
6 

3 5  

. . . . . .  162 

DUBU (c:opunal !louse ) HOMESTEADS ESTIMATES 
- - - -- - - - - -- - - -

MISUEBI 
TULUMI 

TOG UBI 

SJ.FIBI 

TIGASUBI 

UNOWOB! 

• 

_ _ _ _  .. _ _ _ _  _ 

.Amaclalabi 
Wagoibi 
No go bi 
Maif obi 
Nogo'bi ( 2 )  
Mogoaabi 
Saio.t 
Top bi 
ISTUEBI 
Woqai 
Satibi 
Qbubi 
Kolomi 

( �l•o 4b�lumbi across 
Tir;•1ubi 
?ult bi 
KOliH,\li 
JQ9wo.,i 
ltMJ,IJi 

. · . .  , , � . - , 

120 

10 
20 
10 
20 
45 

the DUDUGWA River ) 
100 

12 
6 

( 343 ) 
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DUBU (communal hous e ) HOMF.STEADS ESTIMATES 
- - - - - - - - - - .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

( B I A M  I c ont inued )  

OW OBI Owobi 70 
Falibi 
Fomyabi 

Ti ongabi 1 2  
NAGABI I Nagabi 80 

Kobalabobi 
Ku bi 

IMOBI 60 
AD ABO BI Adabobi 40 

WA ILIBI • Wai l i bi 100 
Uabi 
Malalubi 

WAMOBI Wamobi 70 
Al ibi 
Awobi 
Yo so bi 
Uno bi 

MIGILOBI f 
Taibi 

Mimobi 50 
Mo iyal imi 
Kobimi 
Migi l obi 

AWOBI 
Awobi 60 
Ga!al ibi 

HALIMABI • 
Soi ' ibi 80 
lgilabi 
Hal ima 

SOGA IBI 
Sogaibi 35 

SAEFOLOBI 
Saef o l obi 40 
Saeyagi l ibi 

ULALOBI Ulalobi 80 
Fonobonibi 
Hegeni ga 
Gigidirib i  

KASIMOBI 
�simobi 150 
Hi gwnedebi 
Fongoni 

TEGOMIDIBI 
Tegomidibi 80 
Il ibobi 
Nodobi 

SEDADO Degadibi 80 
Sinadinobi 
Domanagubi 
Nogasinobi 
Tuwibi 

UGWALUMA.BI Ugwalumabi 70 
Tani bi 
Gigilimobi 
Isismal ibi 
Sibdibi 
Kumabi 

• Rest hous es s ited here ( 1 157 )  



Pa,.ge 3 

DUBU ( co1P1Dunal house ) HOMESTEADS 

( B I A M  I continued ) 
OB4MI 

\f ASILIBI 

MUFULOBI I 

YASIBI 

KOGOYABI 

BOLUBI 
UGUBI 
HILOBI 
KELEMI 

HARAGOMI 
ABIGOLUBI 

(MUGULUBI ) 

llEDAMABI 

D IBA.GOLUBI i+ 
IUFI4MI 
SOG,4IBI 
FULUBI 
ENABI 

UGW4LUMI 

GIWAQAFI 
lULUMABI 
SULUBUJU 

SEDADO 
KEµUOlU 
FILISUQ · 

• 

Obui 
Moselamobi 
Kuni nu bi 
Gasogaiabi 

Yol ociomo 
Sohanabi 
Kuladagabi 
llanladagabi 
Ul ibi 
Yasibi 
llonibi 
Kogoyabi 
Obami 
Hogwalibi 

Bulamobi 

Taibimi 
Mihamobi 

Mugulubi 
Abigolubi 
\fogulubi 

Wasibi 
Korobi 

Kobini 
Pi1;Jyugubi 
Elamoni 
Bobogo lubi 
Maigomi 

Kosibi 

Ulqobi 
KoQ.asibi 

Ko l ibi 

Sulbubu 
Moefbi 
Tatalua 

Fasebi 

Falobi 
Obi 
Tebula 

• Reet · bou�e sited here . 

ESTIMATES 

40 

30 

60 

30 

60 

20 
20 
20 
20 

20 

50 

1 5  

60 

30 
70 

75 

65 

65 

40 

( 790 ) 



Page 4 

Est imat es of populat i on continued • • • • •  

( 8  I A M  I c ont inued , 2290 ) 
other homesteads said t o  be l ocat ed between the 

HARAGUMI and SEWA Rivers 
(not visited ) 

Bol osabi 
Hai baeo 
.Adwuli 
Kaiaabi 
Halagubi 

also 
Waf ami 
Modi 
Kuge 

(3 ) K O M I F I A l ingual area 

DUBU (communal house ) 
.. .. .. .  

UBULA 

AIDULUBI 
KAFUDALA 

FAl ' A 

HOMESTEADS 
- - .. .. ..  ,. .. _ _  _ 

Oeobodobi 
Wanibi 
Kugul i 
Wasi 

Sieigolo 
Hawli 

EST IMA.TES 

60 

20 

70 

MQbieli 
Hal ado 

( Three houses which could be 
the WAMAGALA River ) 

s e en on the western side of 

D4DO 
KAIBI Ramo 

Tolaba 
�niba 

40 

60 

These a�d other ..-1 1 homest eads are located around the steep 
l imest one escarpment , the base o f  Mount S ISA . 

(4 ) T U G U B 4 l ingual area 

DUBU ( commUPal house ) HOMESTEADS 

POBOLE 
IWUPANE 
KADIMANI 

EST IMATES 

30 
32 
45 

T�ese aad otb�r •umll bo•o•te•ds contacted by a patrol from 
KQMO Patrol Post in Novembt� 1963 . 
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Est imat es o f  popu l at ion c ont inued 

( 5 )  D A B A l ingual area 

DUBU ( c ommunal hous e ) 

YAWOBI 

TO ISA 

HAGWAIBI 

HOMESTEADS 

Buguha i 

Gabi omosom 

Komoga t o  

Yawobi ( 1 2 )  
Umobi ( 5 )  
Wegabi ( 6 )  
Si gonabi ( 1 2 )  

EST IMATES 

1 5  
1 5  
1 2  
3 5  

20 
30 

Other smal l homest eads seen to be l ocat e d  on the BURNETT River 
and STRICKLAND Ri ver b e l ow Devi l ' s  Race ( names not known ) 

BURNET'r 

STRICKLAND 

20 
20 

Also other peopl e se en t o  be l iving on t h e  headwat ers o f  the 
CARRINGTON River , i n  i nac c e s s i b l e  plac e s  ( s e en by aerial survey ) 

WAMITI 
BOGUWA 

30 

20 

Homest eads of the C�ILIA Riven· area 

DDIABI 

KWISUB I  

Dimabi 
Bogasobi 
Wamab i  

60 

70 

Est imat e t h i s smal l  and scatt ered , i nac c es s i b l e popul at i on 

( T o •r A L  at 350 more or l e s s ? ) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

( 6 )  S U P E I  Lingual area ( See  P/R No . 2 o f  63-64 ) 600 

( 7 ) G E B U S I Li ngual area ( Se e PJR No . 2 o f 62 - 63 )  500 

( 8 )  TOMU R IVER l ocal i ty . . . . . . . . . . . . .  500 

Est imat e t he T 0 T A  L populat i on of t he EAST STR ICKLAND D IV I S I ON 
at 5 000. A . #J� · 

( R .  A .  Hoad ) 
( Appendix ' B '  NOMAD Pat r o l  Report 4 - 63/64 ) 



P B O T O G R A P B I C  S U P P L E M E N T 

Pbotograpbe to  tlluetrate the • . • • • • • • 

� A S T  S T R I C K L A N D  D I V I S I O N 

A.Qd. env:i.rops of that Di vision 

No . 4 - 1963/64 

( � :f/-P� ' 
( R .  A .  Hoad ) 

Patrol Officer 
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S e t t i n g  up a Ba s e  Camp Ph o t o graphs show t h e  
na t i ve mat eri a l  rl om i c f  l e  qua r t ers o f  o f f i c ers 
and labourers who moverl o n  to t h e  N OMAD R IVER 
to e s tabl i s h  a patro l po$t in 1962 . 

In  June 1 962 . Top phot ograph 
C e n t re on c omp l e t i on 6 f  t h e  a i r s t r i p ,  

from Ces sna i n  c irc u i t  Ja nuary 3 1 s t . ' 6 3 .  
Bot t om A month l at e r  - flag s t a f f  and 

s tat i on i d ent i f i c at i on .  
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NOMAD PATROL POST 
Above 

Ce n t r e  

Bo t t om 

Vi ew o f  t h e  a i r s t r i p  c o nt a i n e d  b e t w e en t h e  
NOMAD RIVEH ( r ight ) and t h e  HAM.AM ( on l e ft ) .  
Lo oking t o  t h e  s t a t i o n bu i l d i ngs from t he 
j unc t i o n o f  t h e two r ivers ; 
Mo un t S ISA 8025 fe e t i s  s e e n. r i s i n g up 
in the d i s t anc e b e h i nd t h e  s t a t i o n . 

From t h e  same po s i t i o n Mount S I S.A i s  

v i ew e d  t hr ough a t e l ephot o ( 200 m l. )  l ens . 

··� 
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A J rm 1mps o f  SUPPL H:S by rl"' t e l i na from T AR E MURi? 1\ Y .  
F'o r t w o  y e a r A  d n r i ng t h e  e s t a b l  i Ahment o f  t h e  
pa t ro l  po � t , c o n s t ruc t i on o f  a irs t r i p ,  c l ea r i n g  
o f  forest , and bu i l d i ng d om i c i l e  quart e r s , t he 
l ahourers were supnl i ed a l l  ra t i o n A  hy r e �u l a r  
a i rd rops . 

nn t t nm ph o t o graph sh ews Cat e l i na i n  drop c i r c u i t ,  vi ewed f r om 
C e R Rna a l s o  in c i rcu i t . 



Re c overy o f  Airdrop SuppH eB ( above ) 
flnd be l ow 

Work c ont i nues on t h e  Airst ri p • . • • • • •  



Q>�.-1:>.()·� . . . . / t,·  ' . ,  

1 1 

St.url i es o f  t h e  SUPE I • • • • • • • • • • . Bamboo nose p i e c e s , 
band s o f  bead s , ear l ob e s  p l ugged wi t h  bone , 
bamboo or beads , ropeA of  c owr i e  she l l and 
wove n  band s worn ba l d r i c - fash i on t h e  men 
pres ent qui t e  a hand some pic t ure . 



d 
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More pho t o gr�phs o f  t h e S UP�I p e o p l e  ( l  962 ) 
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Th e n.rrows 

.... , llllrr ,-,; 4� . ��.fll" \ 
. - .. 

. • . • • . . . . . . . . .  Arrnw-mRki n �  prov i d e R  o n P  o f  
t h e b P R t  oppnr tun i t j e R  for t h e  pe o p ) P n f  t h i A 
regi on t o  prac t i � e t h e i r  ra t h e r  i n f e r i or A r t ; 
but i t  n e v e r  app e a r s  t h A t  t h e  cR re l A v i R h P � 
o n  t h e  carvi n g  o f  t h e  ha rdwo o d  poi n t �  n r  h o n e , 
or t h e i r  d e li c a t e  pa i n t i ng , ha.<t any hH t R n  
a ei::i the t i c  purpni:: e .  Th e c ommon a r r ow , n n r row 
and n e ed l e d or wi d e  bamboo b l a d e  wa q f o r  
hunt i n g- g;ame ; h u t  t h e  carved , pa i n f: Prl . o r'  

barbed arrow wa s expr e s s l y  for the  lwmn n 
vi c t i m . 
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The m e n  ( and boys ) make t. h e  most o f  t h e i r  appearanc e on c e remo n ia l 
o c c� A i. ons ; t hey dreAs very hand some l y . They are most part i a l  t o  
r e d , t h e  r e d  sta i n  o f  a part i c u l ar b e r ry o r  red c l ay orc her . They 
p� i n t  t h e  who l e  body , a l mo s t . Zi. g-zagg i n g  s t r i p e s  of b l ack and 
wh i t e  on red acro s s  the chest , back and t h i ghs . Somet ime s t h e  fac e 
j s  pa i nt ed a rl e e p  d i ngey b l ac k  wi t h  s o o t  nnd i f  he  hf\ S h e f' n  (' a t i n g  
t h P  herry o f  t he goru t r e e  t h e n  h i s  l i pe wi l l  be very , v e ry red . 
Th e wh o l e  e f fe c t  i. s  qu i t e  satani c .  

. 

' 



) 
The Weaponi::; 

(_(l:>,J 

t h e  c l ub ,  t h e  weapon g�c - �x� l �g� � ' 
( s tar shaped , p i neapp l e , d i Ak o r  

e l ongat ed , t hey a.re  ma ny A.nd 
vari ed ) 

or t h e  arrows , bone t i pped or h�rbed . 



// S,- )  l. _ .. 

At t he front e n t ranc e t o  t h e  hous e s  hang t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  
trophi e s  . • • . . •  

e i t her t h e  sku l l  o f  a human t aken d u r i n g  

a rai d or mor e o f t en t h e  b o n e s  o f  anima l s  o f  t h e  bush 
o r  f i s h . Top r i g h t : the b o n e s  o f  f i s h  over the d o o r 
way , a j aw b o n e  at l e ft , t h e  s p i n e s  o f  snak e s  e t c .  
Top l e ft : t h e  sku l l  o f  a r e l at i v e  out s i d e  t he c ommuna l 
hous e . Not e the narrow ent ranc e t o  t h e  c ommuna l house 
and fort i f i e d  fr ont - b o t t om l e ft . 



Dea t h  and t h e  c orps e : · · · · · · · Wh e n  a pers on d i e s , and e s p e c i a l l y  
adu l t mal e , h e  i s l a i d ou t o n  t h e  f l oor o f  t h e  c ommuna l 
h ou s e . The women mourners ga t her ar o u n d  i t  shr ou d e d i n the ir 
c :li sma l t a pa c apes . For t h e n ext we ek or l o nger t hey k e e p  up 
f o rm l e s s  wa i l  wh i l s t  t h e  c or p s e  swe l l s  and t h e  body f l u i d s  
and gr eas e s  s e e p out . Th e wome n  oc ca s i ona l l y c ar e s s  t h e  
b o dy and t rans f e r s om e  o f  t h e  gr e a s e t o  t h e ir o wn  ski n .  

A f t er t h e  s e v e n t h  day approx imat e l y  t h e  men pre par e t h e 
mortuary pl a t form .  It i s  s l i ght ly t r oughed and e l e va t e d  
about s i x fe e t  above t h e gr o u nd . A fur t he r  w i d e  p l a t f orm 
i s  bui l t  ar ound i t  so t ha t  a ft er t h e  b ody i s  p l a c e d  i n  
s t a t e t h e  wome n  may c l imb up t o i t  and c ont i nu e  t o  w e e p  
over i t . Th e b o dy i s  l e f t t o  d e c omp o s e  under t h e  wea t he r . 

'rl1 e m o r t uary p l a t f orm i s  s i t ua t e d  i mm e d i a t e l y  ou t s i d e  t h e 
c ommuna l h o u s e and s o  f o r  t he next few we eks the b ere av e d  
o n e s  a r e  mo r e  or l e s s  p ermanent l y  r em i nd e d  o f  h i s  i ncli s p o s e d 
s t a t e . Hi s wear i ng appare l , or name n t s , and o t her p e rs o na l  
i t em s  are t i e d  t o  t h e  plat f orm o n  whi c h  h e  r e s t s . Bund l e s 
o f  f o o d , bana na or t aro , ar e r e gu l ar l y  brought a nd l a i t  
a t  h i s  f e e t . 

As the body d e c ays and t h e  b one s  b e c ome b l eached by t h e  sun 
t hey are s t acke d i n t o  sma l l er heaps . St i l l  t h e  women c l im b  
up on t he {>lat form and we ep over h i m  unt i l f i nal ly o n l y  a 
a s h i nv wh i t e  sku l l rema i ns . 



'T'h e A.hove p e r s o n  i s  a c l an memb er o f  t h e  S UPF: I / KUBOR 
wh o provided many i nt ereAt i ng t A l e s o f  the ra i d s  o f  t h e  
lH l\ M l  a n d  o f  h i s own persona l ventures i n t o  t h e  <rEHUS T ;  
and o f  t h e  i nevi tab l e  canniba l i s t i c  feast wh i c h  fol l owed . 
Tt i s  n o t  hard t o  p i c ture h i m  s t a nd i ng ove r  h i s v i c t i m  
wi t h  head caved i n  by t h e  s t one c l ub and the pe opl e  eager 
t o  carry the body down t o  t h e  s t. ream there t o  cut it int o 
s e �ment s . 

. ·  /-"·) ) (__J J  

�1t  wh o a r e  we t o  b l ame t hem , t ho s e  wh o wer e  born wi t h  t h e  
t ast e o f  f l e sh i n  t h e i r  mou t h .  I t  wa s t h e  H f e  t ha t  t hey 
W P- r e  bromrht up int o , and not s ome t h i n g  t h ey mA d e  t h ems e l ve s . 



,. 

The C ommuna l Hou s e  . . • • • . . • •  wh e r e  peopl e spe ns s o  mu c h  o f  
t h e i r  i d l e  l iv e s . The f i r s t  two pho t o graph s show 
t h e " l i v i n g  r o oms " wi t h  l ow benc h e s a r o u n d  the 
s i d e  and i nd e n t e d  s e c t i ons f o r  f i r e  p l a c e s . I t  
i s  a n  i n f orma l , s o c i a l , c ommun i ty r o om . 

Th e t h i rd room ( ph o t o graph a b o v e ) i s  t h e  men ' s denn ( wom e n  
d e f i na t e l y  n o t  a l l owed ) .  Here the men s i t  around 
t he ir open va rnndah ga z i ng out over t h e i r f o re s t e  
h o r i z o n  wh i c h  r e a c h e s  t o  t h e  moun t a i ns on a c l ear 
day . Pi nn e d  to t he wa l l s are the var i ous hunt ing 
t r oph i e s  and bundles o f  arr ows rest wi t hi n  easy 
reac h . 



S A GO Mak i ng 

/// , I 
-· 

• • • • • • • •  ( th e  t ask i s  usua l ly c o ns i d e r e d  a s  a 

�". 1 1  

d ome s t j c  c h ore for t he women , but our f r i end 
here found i t  n e c e s �ary for hi s own survi_va l ) .  
The sago p� lm i s  fe l l e d , a � e c t i on o f  t h e  b�rk 
removed , and t h e  pi t h  i A  hammered out . Shredded 
i n t o  sma J l pi e � P. s  i. t il'l  l oa d e d  i nt o  t h e  t r ou gh 
o f  a frond s t em .  A cross t h e  c onstr i c t i on a c l os e  
m e s h  bag i s  t i ed a n d  t h e  p i t h , wi th a c o n s t ant 
i::i upp l y o f  fr e s h  wa t er ,  i s  worked i nt o  h e r e . Th e 
sago i s  carr i e d  away i n  s o l ut i on t o  a r e c epta c l e  
t a nk  where i t  s e t t l e s  out . The dros R i s  c nn t a i nd 
by t h e mesh ba g ( stra iner ) and t hrown awa y . 
The sago s e t t l es i nt o  a past e , t h e  wa t e r i s  
dra i ned o f f , and t h e  past e i s  then h a r d e n e d  t o  
a l ump by warm i n g  over a f i r e . Somet ime R i t  i s  
t h en packed i nt o  goru fronds and r e t nrn f' d , 
bur i ed i nt o  t h e sa g o  swamp , wh e r e  i t  may h e  
qu i et ly rec ove r e d  i f  t h e  n e e d  ari s e s  t o  va c a t e  
the normal d omi c i l e  pr em i s e s  - f e a r  o f  a ra i d  
or r epr i sal . 



Amongst t h e  GEBUS I peopl e . . . . . . . .  

i n  Apr i l  1 9 6 3  

Acros s t he N OMAD RIVER 



Pe opl e i n  c on t ra s t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

ij / .  / 

above , t wo o f  t h e  D I AM !� . 
be l ow ,  the HUR Is o f  1'11\ R f�NDA 

behind t h e  KAR T US Range . 

The d i f ferenc e i n  oppearanc e starts r i gh t  a t  t he 
base o f  t'he esc arpment . The HUR i s  are c hara c t e r i s t i c  

f o r  t he ir c o l our ful wi gs dec ora t ed wi t h  ye l l ow & 
b l tt e  everl ast i ng da i s e s ; the H IAMis and o t h e r  l ow
l and peopl e curl t h e i r  hai r  i nt o  doz ens o f  greasy 
r i n gl e t s . The Mo t h e r - o f -Pear l s h e l l is nowh e r e  t o  
b e  f ound ( wh ere d i d  i t  ori g i na l l y  c ome from? ) 
and o rnmenta t i on c ons i s t s o f  ropes o f  pl a i t e d  v i n e , 
n o s e  p i e c e , and fr i nge o f  cas i'l owary p l umes or 
shredded gras s . 



N o t  r j ver p e o p l e • • • • • . • • •  but t h e  f e e d e r  s t r eams 

f l ow i n g  int o t h e  STR ICKLAND are l arge and have 
to be c ro s s e d  on e way or anot he r .  Sma l l  dugo u t  
c a no e s  a r e  t rad i t i ona l ; t hey h a v e  been hol l ow e d  
o u t  from l ogs wi t h  p r i.mi t i ve s t o n e  a d ::o: e s . But. 
t he ir u s e  i s  l im i t e d  f o r  t h e  r i v e rs are fa s t  
a nd i n  the upper rea c h e s  t h ere are dangerous 
rapi d s . In o t h e r  p l a c e s  l i �ht bambo o  ra f t s  

a r e  u s e d  f or ferry i n g  t ra f f i c  from one s i d e  

t o  t h e  o t h e r . 



THE APPAREL OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN . . • . . • • . • . • •  can on l y  b e  

d e s c r i b ed as wr e t c hed in  c ompa r i. s on wi t h  t he l ot o f  t h e  

men . They d re s s  wi t h o u t  gay a t t rac t i on and are s o  o f t en 
d i r t y  and unt idy and ev en t h e  very t hought o f  c l ea n l i n e s s  

i:i e ems repugnant t o  t h em . The i r  ornament s are f ew - a 
few han ci s  o f  c ommon pl a i t ed s a s h e s : hea d s  or oc c a s i. on fl l 
r o w " ""  o f  <' OWr i e  s h � l l wh i c h may st i l l  rema i n  th� pr o p e r t y 

o f  t h e  hushand . Th e i r  appeara n c e  i s  a fa i t h fu l  r e f l e c t i o n 
o f  t h e i r wea l t h  and l ow s t a tus . 



• 

At first the women were shy and c overed thems e lves wi th 
drapes of beat en bark , or kosaka capes , whi c h  hang from 
the ir shoulders to bel ow t h e i r  kne e s . I suppos e it is t o  
be assumed that the women possess their average share o f  
good l o oks , but for those ac cus t omed t o  t h e  pot ential o f  
the Twent i et h  Century i t  i s  c ertainly d i f ficul t to 
apprec iat e here . The peop l e  are qu i t e  i ndi fferent t o  
feminine grace and beauty f o r  l ong ago in the beginning 
they l earned the l es son that t h i s  c ount s  for naught in 
subs i s t enc e farming . 

Be neath the cape women wear a wide ful l  l ength hip-t o -hip 
grass skirt . 



Photographs of women o f  t he gAST STRICKLAND D IVISION 



On the RfijNTOUL River �/ in June 1 9 6 3 . Now returning 
from the TOMU River a f t e r  fa i l i ng t o  
c ontact the l egendary KA BA S I  peop l e  

west o f  Mount BOSAV I .  
Fi ve cano e s  were made but s h o r t l y  aft e r  
c aps i z i ng i n  dangerous rap i d s  t h e  cano e s  
were abandoned • . • • • • • • •  

Shor t l y  b e l ow t h e s e  rap i d s  
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