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· 'P.RO'SPECTS. 

(Wf!.rt: l'RN UN'DER THE AUSPICES 0~' THE SAN DIEGO CHAMBEllt QF COMMERCE.] 

To THE 'SAN Dr-Eoo CHAltBER oF CoMMERCE :~Your Committee to whom w~ 
•rejt:T'f't'd the le/te'f'8 j1101n ·~1a1-iOtt8 parties, askin,q jG1' injor1nation regarding San 
<Di~o and vidnit!J, ·wov..ld · 1·c..~pee({ully repm·t the jo/.lowing a8 a general an8wllr to 
·Blteh letter<~, aitd would ncommend the Chamber to have 'the same printed. 

D. CHOA'rE, } CoMMI'~rEE 
E. W. MOUSE, • • 

Probitbly no t)Oint is •now 'n.tt.-aeting more gene,ral att~ntion, on account of ad­
yantages otlered •to i'mmigrarits. than ·San Diego, the •Seaport of Southern CaliforniA. 

'It ha8long been known to the tar si'ghted one>~ of t1he Pacific Coast that San Diego 
:l><.)~ses.~ed advar1t.ages which wou·ld one day make her •R< commercial city of groat 
' im·pOrta nee. . 

'L'he 'Rev. 'Valt~r Colt·on, Chaplain in the United States Navy, who resided i.u 
<8otifl1ern Oallfomia, in his work· uv•m California, published in 1850, thus speaks of 
l£he peculiar 11.dvantages of San ·Diego, and pl'ediet.s her future •greatness: 

"San Diego is nnother ~pot to which the tide of Immigration mus-t turn. It stands on 
·r.he border line of AltaCull!<)rliih, and opens upon a lh n'd-locked .bay of surpassing beauty. 
·'l'be cllmatc .i;; sot't <lnd•mild•t.he year round ;·tlw sky .IJrilliant., and the atmosphere fl·ee ot' 
,rhose cmHI.s which .t.he .. cold cm·J·ents throw on the northern coast. The sea breeze cools the 
, heat of summer, l)Hd t.he ,great ocean .herself modulates lnto ·the Kame temperature th11 
tough a!r·" of wint.M. The seasons roll round, varied only by t.he fresh' l'rultl< and llowel'9 

" tlmt ft>llow ln tllelr t.ruin. 'Be lore the eyes that f>dl · (n! these pa~es are under death'8 
~ha<low , San Diego will have beeome the' 'queen of the South l'n Calltornla, encircled with 

. l\·ln:oyarilf-i .nnd fields of g-olden!grftin, and gathering into · l1er bosnn1 ·. the 11owing commerce 
!Of tile Go lorado and· Gila." 

trhis>prophecy wa.~ made twenty yearw ago. Since that time San Dieg-o, .and 
-indeed the greater ~)a. t:t of Southern <::alifornia.: has lain in .Rip Van Winkle slum­
··her.. Calllornia .energy wnd •Calit(n,nia ·capital a're anxious to meet with immediate 
-~·<l t-m·n' for t.heir·:Iabot· ,; . and ·'Other• localities, receivingil·om various eauses an impa­
Etm«whi.-;h ·San Diego clidmohfeel, ;(,hey fur ontsrripped ·her in the race for prefer­
'Jment. Indeed. mvhor part.thorwhas ·been no eflort ·to rim prove-no desire to pub-
.li'lh •her -ad!vanta~es until within .• the- 'last two years. '\V ithin .that time, however, 
political and .commercial changes base taken place, >which are so powerful as tu 
<perri1it·Irer tid v::nrtag-es JlO longer to-renmin ·unsought. 

Y.ear,; ago, beJore,the outbreak of, the civil •war, .the necessity . for a trans-conti­
· uental rnilway was :tppartmt.. Various surveys · demonstrated · that the route along 
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the 32d parallel of latitude wa>; the most practicable ; and a c·ompany was organ­
ized for the purpose of constructing a railway along that line,;-the superior advan­
tuges of whi.eh ·'"were so obvious that it would have receiY~ti s ubs-tant ial aid ti·om 
Government, had not poli.tical an.Cl military neeessity m ade } t impe ra.tive that the 
Government aid be given to a road, the terminus of whic h \\'6nld be in the North­
ern States, 'l'be necessity for a time eftectuaJJy put a stop to the mo,·em ent ; but 
with the elose of t.he war the pressure was lifted, alld the spriug again ~et in motion. 
'J'he corwnercial necessity of the road is now mnch ·g reater tlum it was before the 
war; for the co':nunercial importance of i.he ·Southern 8tatc~s is far exeeeding the 
hopes wl1icb ten years a.go were· entertained by their most sanguine frie nds. Be­
sides, teu years:ago the trade with the Orient was not considered. Its present bear­
ing will be noticed h ereafter. . , , · 

THJ<~ G ROWTH OF-TWO Y E ARR. 
Two year s ago, wher e 'the · business centre of San Diego n ow stands , but a few 

Government buildings for the ac\)olll!)JOclation of a m clit;ary lW3t, \vere to be seen . 
'!;he settlemen t was to ur miles t'urt.h:er north, and at sorne distance from tbe ed&e of 
the bay. It eom pr.ised a few hundred inhabitants , chiefly l\lexieans , who reliea for 
their sup p ort on the t raffic with Mexican stock- r aisers o'l' tbe surrounding country. 
It was J'ot:(n ded in .L76D. at the time ofthe estauljshmen t l;>y th e old <;at,holic priests, 
of the Mission de San Diego. 'Steamers arrived from :>an Fmncjsco once a month. : 
n o wharves we re the n ·in existence, and a transfer of fre ight and pasHenger s had to 
be m ade to snwll,boats and lighters, aml fronr thence to shore by sta lwart Indians 
and boatlllen . 

'l'he n ow element eouldnot put up with this disadYa ntag·e of loca tion. Th e new 
town must be Jlearer deep water, and where the channel was widest,. 'And so a 
town was laitl out wher e t he thriving- business centre now is. It.s r>1]Jid g rowth has 
astm~[shecl e,vc:n ;_'ltlifor·n ians. A wharf was immediately run ont to deep waw r . . 
The steamers, which up to this time, even w ith mont hly tri]Js, brought bm a hand­
ful of passengers, wer e obliged })y the rush to make a trip every six days, a nd nl­
ways tinivocl loaded with freight and passenger s, m any of the latter hav ing to 
81eep o n the tioor ior lack of staterooms . ':Chese six day trips were soon changed 
to four day trips , and these with invariably a heavy load. There is a t ri-weekly 
communication (to be d(l.i.ly qn the first o f July) with San F rancisco, via Los Ange­
les and Gilroy, the lalter place being the present terminus of the Coast Railroad, to 
terminate at !:>an Diego. 'There is also tri-weekly communication with For t Yuma. 
!l'ucson, and othe1: parts of Arizona, New Mexico and Sonora. · Another wharf haf! 
been built, and at e ith er end of each stands a capacious warehouse. 

'I' he cny of San Diego now numbers 3,000 inhabitan ts. It contains twel ve heavy 
wholesale and r etail houses of general merchandise, eaph of which is doing a brisk 
business with the surroundjpg country. It has twenty or more smaller stores of 
different descriptions. Lt has a first class flouring mill, with a capacity of 300 bat:­
rels per day. It has two thriving newspapm·s (Bor,LE'l'I.N and Union); two churches 
completed '(Baptist and iYietJwdist). E~lifices for several other denominations. will 
be erect.ed within a few months. 

The society is good, and is characterized by that freedom from conventionality 
and that liberality of opinion which a mixt ure of the intelligent from various local­
ities always produces. It is composed bot h of Eastern and Southern fan1ilies ; ·tho 
former having sought this point for its .superior climate, and for the . field which it 
offers to energy and'enterprise-t be latter finding here :,t r elief ti·om unpleasan.t as­
sociations, and a desired asylum of political quiet. 

· San Diego is a point especially adapted to the gr owth of educational faeilities. 
IIer uns urpassed cli mate, h er fertile soil and h er fine loca twn, give her unusual 
natuml advantages therefor; while h er combined inducem e nts tend to draw to this 
point a class of inhabitants who will foster such facilities, 'l'her e a re alr eady estab­
lished two classical academies, which receive good encouragement and m erit it, 
Several other teachers of ability are making arrangements t~ establish similar in­
stitutions, during the coming summer. There are also three or more select schools 
of primary charaeter. '£here are four free public schools. The graded system- of 
common schools is soon to be put in operation. A few years hence will show this 
city second to none on this coast in such advantages. 

In one respect the early settlement of San Diego differs greatly from that of 
most Californian towns. Those who come here. come as permanent residents, and 
the floating population being comparatively small, much interest is Lal;:en in reli­
gioUis, social and educational advantages. 
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. Sar\ Diego bas two good hotels , ami ~ix or e ig·ht of les;;er p retens ions. A 
m agniticenr. urick hotel,is being erected , to contaifl all the moderu imJJro \·ernen ts, 

.. and be furnished ini)leguut style. It will aeeommodate HOU guests, will ue lit with 
gas ancl warinecl throughout with steam , ;iud supplied with hot and cold water. Jt 
.will be completed within two months and will be an establishmeu~ which would 
not dishonor any eity. 'l'he town has a large numucr of brick stores and publie 
b uildings, three pub~ie halls, and numerous elegant private r e,;iden ces. Grea t pains 
are being taken to pla nt trees and shru bbery, whil:tt will .in a Jew y ears be r ewarded 
,by a pwfusionof foliage.· Buildings are springiJ?g up in all direction s, ~n~ ever y 
.day brmgs an un provem en t trl t he appearance ol the town . . 'fhe town s1te 1s most 
.beautiful. l Por a distance of a mHe back from the bay, the ground rises gently, 
forming a ~loping plain, which at a ny point commands a. full view of the harbor. 
The slope is sufficien t fo r purposes of dmiuage, but will not neces~itate grading. At 
a dil'!tance of about a 'mile from the bay the ground rises somewhat m ore abruptly 
forming a m ore elevated plateau, and aftording numerous e [egant site:; for r esideu­
·ees. '.L'he whole of t his pbteau conunands a full view of the bay, it s en trance and 
the ocean beyond . 
' . 'l'he .atm osph ere h as a pecl;flia r clearness, whieh enables one to easily distinguish 
:a passing sail a( a dis ta nce of twenty miles. A cluster of mountainous islands 
>f!ltaJ~ds in the ooean, about fifteen miles distant, and add grea tly to t he m agnifieence 
·of t.he view. The purity of the a tmosphere attords frequent exhibitions of 
the most wonderful mi?·age.s ; making the islands appear at times to b e sus pended 
' in mid-air, and a t other s , to h ave l111ge tunnels pierced through thPm. They often­
times take the tonn of grotesque eastles, with turrets, towers and domes. 

•· Real estate h as advaneed fr01n almost nothing to comparatively large figures. 
Business lots in th e centre of the city, 50xlOO, command from $500 to $2,000, accord­
ing to location. F ine loeations for residences , within a m ile of the bay, can be 
purchased at from $100 ,to $300 pe~· lot ; and further back, larger tracts for villas 
can be o btained a.t from $50 to $100 p er acre. The title is perfect . 'l 'h ere is every 
,reason to believ e t hat the rapid growth of San Diego L<~ permanent. Geographical 
•loention , COl1Hnereial necessity, agricultura l and mineral wealth, and the unsur­
pass~Jd health fulness of climate, all combine to advance San Diego to a position 

•second to but one city on the Pacific coast. -
;·. · GE OGRAP HICAL LOCATION. 

The harb or of San Diego lies in latitude 32° 40' N, and longitude 117° 12' vV. To 
the n )r th, San F r anci;;co is the nenrest· harbor, !1-nd is distant .550 miles. To thtt 
south, Mazatlan i.s th e n earest h arbor, and is distant abont 750 miles. San Diego i8 
' the n atural commercia l cen tr e of a vast scope of counLry , rich in mineral and 
·agricultural wealth , embracing all of Sonthern California, Southern Nevada , Ari­
zona, New Mexico a nd Nor th ern Mexico. 

THE TR ADE OF THE ORIENT. 
011 the completion of th e 32d parallel railway, the bulk of the traffic b etween 

'the State!; east of the Mississippi and the Asiatiq empires, and also the fas t freight 
J>e'tween E~1ropean and Asiatic ports, must of necessity pass thro1wh San Diego, 
arid make this ,the . Pacific coast port of tra.ns-s~1ipment. Vessels , both sail a nd. 
steam, plying b etween San Francisco and Oriental ports, in their trip westward, 
invariably take th eir course down the California COi\st, until they r each or pass thlb 
32d paralle'1 of latitude, in order to take advantage of trade win ds. In returning, 
·the same course is retraced, and v essels near this eoast between parallels 28 and 
32, before th ey veer to the northward. This practically places Sari Diego be tween 
Sa n F rancisco and the Orient, g iving her the advantage of 500 miles of tm vel. 
. 'l'he int'roduction of Chinese labor in the Southern States (as predicted by many 

:ear-seeing min¢Js) will add greatly t~ the traffic which must pass through San 
Diego between these Sta tes an d the Onent. . 

The commerce between European and Asiatic ports will add much to the busi-
n ess of a Sou thern Pacific railroad ; for in the transportation of valuable eommodi­

- ties such as 'l'eas, Silks and Opium, the saving of time will far more than offset the 
-extra tariff. Until within the past few years, an immense capital was required for 
the Asiatic trade, on account of the length of time necessary for the transit of 
goods-by water to E uropean ports , preventing the possibility of quiek returns, and 

. adding a heavy interest account to the already enormous expen ses. This age of 
commercial development is fast r emoving those difficulties. The Su ez Canal 
g reatly lessen s t he distance and cost of transportation between Asiatic and E uro .. 
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penn ports ; hut the route across the American 6g.ntinrmt is ')Hieker still, especially 
fro m the seaports of f~a,..tern Asia. 'J'he interest on a valua:ble c:argo dt 'goods 
m a k es it necessary that the quickest possible transit be obtained, 

A concise a ud comprehensiVe statement o f t-he benefits which will inure 'to tbe 
U nited 8tates lJy this trade, and of <the nece8sities which will make the ·Houvlrern 
Pad fie railroad the grand artery for the European trade in valuable comn1odit.ies, 
i" eontai 1ect in the report ot the 'l\fernphi8 Commereial Conve ntion -Committee·<oll 
the Sou thern l'a('itic railroad, made to the Louisville Commercial Convent ion; 

•from whi(;h t h e fo llowing is an extract: 
"Ove r til e P a <:i.fic Rn.ilroad .Jnpan Is within 2n days of N ew YMk and 35 dnys•of -J-'tver· 

' pool. F rorn London via l\{n.rs6ilte s nnd Ru t"?., t.he .Rhorte~t ti'nv el iR r,:j dJty~, n.nd Nha. ~lh'rft'l'­
t o.r and Fluez, 60 days. The1·efore tlw ti'>Wel fro m ,Ju.p:w, lluHsia , A"ia, il:'hilllplne Islands, 

. ]~astern India, Ind ia n .A.rehipelu-ga and AL~stndia Jnust ,e<.nne via. ~·ew York ,te Eurpp~, 
because it is qnieke r nnd,chea per. 

"li,ro rn Shan~·hae to Han Francisco ls5,!);j5 n1iles; to London via S ue z, 10,469tnlles'. ·IN·om 
Yokoharnu, in Jnpan, -it is 4,52D n1iles to F;n.n Fran L"isco, HIHt 11/>I"U tnile s via Suez to !..on­
d o n. The rapidity of trans~ wi ll compel the s hipment of all lig h t a nd costly ,goods by· 
w·ay of A .. merwa. The Te as nnd ·Silks ot China will r ea c h Engla nd and li"ra.nee n.fter t~a:n· 
sit ove r our rc1ilways; a.nd their higher priced exportR ·wiJ.l reach A s ia by .the- sun1e rou.tt~. 
~he Teas -ancl Silks ilnported ;into J~ngland dtuing the five year~ on d ing in 1864, ~unountea 

1t,o :j{J ,4~8,H2fl "ltos. , va lued a t over $206,000,000. Our foreign tr ade wit h Japan is in its i'ntitncy, 
lJnt it w'lll gww with gigantic striil ee~. The steame r Uo!orndo on llm"llrst trip, brough't to 

! Ail n ' l•'m n ciseo a fre ight n eat·ly th1'ee tim e>< t h e va lue of the e ntire t rnd e between .that:plaee 
· and Jltp;m fo r the fi rs t q uarter of the yea.t' 18ft6. In ISHii our direet t.1•nde with Ghum w,.)fi 
more than three t ime;; that of the previous year. In 18il6 t he fore ign ·goodR ,brOU$hLto $11n 

" Francisco wore 675,000 tons ; in 18ti7, 900,000 t\)n s. For ' J&l8 we h ave no datu. Jn ,J!J6trl.J;le 
pa-sse nge rs w·e re 3:1,7,81 ; thr .1867, UjJWa.rdH of 00,000. 

"And •whilst W P- have s hown the great. a{(~'"anta,ge of the Ann F'rane tsco'a,nd· Ne.w i\tUFk 
.route , t.he supe rior ity is ·stil1 1nore tSignal via· Sn.n Diego. Over th.is route it i sBOOanih:··a 
- !l:horter fron1 ~an Dieg-o to Sa-va.nnah, tha.n it is f ron1 ~an Franci~co t.o Sew York . . Both 
, the passenger anfl gootls !:raffle hetween Asia a nd J<;nrf.>pe will be abbreviated by. p118sl.nl' 
over t~H~ El Paso route, ecouoinising froight.s and faTcFO, nn<.~ le~sening- t.he duration :or-me 
trip. Direet lines o f s tennters will :s:,iil fro1n ·New Orleans l\f o!Jile, S a vannn-h, Ghn.r)el!lton 
nnd Norfolk, to E uropean por~~ ·\ nnd we shall all ,grow •·Jeh n p<Jn the <ou~t<:>m whtc·h,s1!81ta 

lSouthern citJCs . . A nd t he1·o n ee< not be ·any rlv<tlry or ,Jealousy het:ween the talld'()ad <•~t~ 
,o r eithor sec tion, as the re will be ample worlc tor all, and th e i·n crea.slng com.merci'. .w-111 
rP~OUI' j t,S a.uri.t'erou~ - s~T·eaJl~S into Sottth ern a.nd N orthern lap s u.Ukc." 

( 

The United St.a.tes has, thus far, th_e lead of all othe r nation~ in the eflOrt .. to 
~;eenre t his trade. vVith the eompletion of the Soutl•eru l' ac ific milroad, no nation 
will be rnore ablfl to comn'lani:l the lmlk thereof. 

'l'IIE BAY. 
( 

'l'here is not, in the world, a harbor more 1>eeure than the bay of San Dil!gO. J.t 
· i:<~ ~o oomplete ly land-loe~?:.ed .that during t he most violent winds ever e:J~~peiien<,~ 
.het·e,-~ small skill can ride ,in satety a.cwss any . portion of its wators. nl'l ;le-WJl-h 
1'ro m Ballast P oin t, t he entranee, i8 137,:!" mile :'<. I t contains a c hannel 12}-i miles·:in 
l e n g th, a nd :n·erag-ing n eal'l,v haiLa"rnile in breadth, with a d e pth varying at, alf-
1'erent p oints o f from 20th 51 feet, a t e x t rem e low wH.ter·. 'l'h is gi ves ample accom­
'modations ih r a fl eet of a. thousand e.lipper ship~ to 1·ide at anetto1·. 'rhere·is:at th11 
!<ides of thb cle<J p c:hannel, as ll11JCh more· availab le water, the sh-allowest' f5oitit ·tif 

··vt hieh, at extrem e low t ide, is 1:! teet, a.flording acconHnoda.t;ion ·t"or sevetlat>tl:mu­
sa.nd craft of smailer size. Aside from t it is, Were is, o ntsiHe of Ba.Hast•Poi'!lt'tl';iril 

•l•llt-ween Point Loma and t.he Znriiga S l1oal, a ehannel o,·e r lu(lf a mHe'in•w:i'dlll, 
·and more than a mile ih ' length, '\\1ith n depth 'at extreme'low water·, a t the' !>'haHow­
· e~<t point, c\f ~ o leet, which eltannel _ ·:a.ifords pe t· teet anehorage at aU seasol'IS-'of.l.ttfe 
y ea r, t h e shoal (~hfHoking ' the 'brenk$JI'S d u ring snutJJe-dst wincls. 'l'he"'aci'Iclhdrag'e'-'is 

' good ntitll point~ of th e ba.v. 
· Jrhese ihct:H a 1·e· takenj ro rn offieia l soul'ces, and· ehiefly fmrn a Teport of,;-antt-a 

c !uu-t. eompi lt>d from a ·sm·vey m a lle· 'lr1 18!\7, nnde r t he dlreet-ion of· A. D:'Hache, 
bnpe'rintendent of t he •U niterl' Shttes Con~tSnn·ey. ln the Heport·bf ·A~ · 'B. ,t111&j:, 
o f the s urvey of t~ route lo r the Sonth~rn Pacific· mHwad 0 11 ti)e .32d p311!iHel; '}IUti­

-lished in 1 ~-'ii), t he followingrt•ferenee·'iS'fn ttde :. 
- "T.-,_ ~p_eal~ of t~1e accesf:ibilit.y. ~nd ~aft~ ty .or~ tlH~ harbor· of A:~n Dleg~ ll"Ot;tl'd ~l5e .s~ 
n HOtJ.;'::, tor ItS fHUI H lll that 1respe«..~t JS ·'weH ·e~tabhshed as. the d tStfO'Very ot Cn \ lfOl"iHa • . ::•• J :.' 
* ,:. ··· ··· In 1781 it was ~lt.n~'{+.Ykd 1l:li;y ' IDoh · :Juan Punt.o,ia, 'sCc..j(.)nd pilOt Qr-nav;lgatfo.l·J.Of,..t)le 

.Sp'1nish flee t. In the snn1n1A.r of 184-0tth e s h ore lin e wn.s, c.wc untl e ly Ql ea..:.:.ureth niu:t tFifln· 
g n la t ed , rLnd('r the direer.ion ,Qf ~Hon. ~Tohn H. ·\Vt")lle r, r.rnitell S ktte . ..; CommisstonA~T. rl~ -t.~ ... 

. ~~ · · ot.inn wit.h Tni tl al'"l>oint o~·. ~he, :\:fe.Ni<~~Ul, Lo,undo.p·.v; and in the sprLng.of ' 18EJO;wllile ~n .. 
' Pa~nped tl u:~ re, ''?l.it.in:; in~tnH~~.i~!l~ fr·ol!' \\ ... a~·H i i ~lg t~~n ,' l .~ounded t he ha!'bo·r·' th:O]"r)U.'~Jilj: ; 
J a, ,, d 111 t: o n.)llil (; t i H n .. ,:n t h t.lle ·o ftH:e r;., ot tthe lJ. ~- :-::; r,{mtnel' J fn.ssru~hu~Otts, Je,xten:tlea:i"tti:e 
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soundings into deep water, Rince then large steamshipe and ID011-0f-war have ancl:lored -
off the mi'litary depot in six fa.thoms wate r, four rmle,.; .abovc the l:'ltty <~. 

In 1851-52 it was again surveyed and sounded by the Un1ted Star,es coas t survey. J;,rorn 
the results of the three examinations it appears that the couformation of the shore line has 
very little if any c h a nged and the soundjngs a r e identically the s:une . The average rise and 
fall of tide is 67;! feet, and six fathoms·at low wate r is mlrried in ove r th e bar, for a distance 
of eight miles up the bay; when five, four ancl t hree fathoms are ex teodecl for seven miles 
further. Thechannelofcleepwaterishu.lfa mile wide for overS miles ; at. one place,. 
little Jess (nea r the entmnce.) On eithm· sicle of the four-fathom curve, which is dist.iuctly 
tna rked, the b a nk b e jng v e ry preeip itous, are flats h a ving from one to three fathom~, 
ge i1 e rally averag ing two faLhomH, a nd a t one bend of t,h e bu,y, nearly t.wo rniles broad. No 
<lifticulty ls experience<! in getting into the b ttruo•· night, or day 1 wilh n. Ch!Lrt or pilot; the 
wind fl'orn any qUf\.l'te r. For nine n10I~ths of the yea1· the pre va.tliHg ' ' ' in<ls AI'(' from the 
north-wc.~tand ttu rjng the 1nonths orNov c.n1ber, Decmnber and .) u nnat y 1.lle sout,h-eastei·s 
mnke their appearance on the coast i. occasioning very heavy ston t !-i lastiug several UayiJ 
at a time; but when fairly in the hur }Or, it i~ a.s s1nooth ar-; a Inill-ponU, a~1d a vessel will 
ride n1ore set;tuely at anchor tlHULin the b a riJOl' of Ne'v York, so co1npletely land_ locked 
and proteeted fro111 alJ ga.Ies as it is. There a re . no heavy swel1s u pon the bar and the 
channel js VC1J7 r egular . .:\._strong curre nt. se lis ill and out of the bru·IJor, nntl so long as the 
tides continue to c bu rm<ltlow there will be no material change in l.h e width or tlHl de})tll 
of the channel. · 
. It .ls shnply ne<;~essary to exa1nine a eOt'J'8f.:t chart. of the port of R<l.n Diego to o'IJserve at 
onee its ca.pa eit.y. l•~rorn a r eside n ce of sevc·l'a.J y carR the re , and Cl(}se t)b~ervaUou, I fe lt 
sn.tisfiecl tlu tt for t.he oeean l,ra.tlic oft h e Pacific, from t.hc Islancls ant! the Indies , it. i~ om ply 
capacions, be ing large enough to ho!cl comtoi'trtbly more tha n a thousand vessels at"' 
tirr1e." 

AGRICULTU RAL RESOURCES. 
· The latent agricnltura,l wealth of Southern California -is as yet unknown and 

unappreciated. 'l'he counties considered as composing this section are San Diego, 
Los Angeles, San BeY·narnino, Kern, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo. Of thelile 
Los Angeles has the greatest amount of developed agricul t ural wealth, and 
perhaps more than all the others combined. Iler semi·tropioal prodnots hav9 
already a world-wide reputation. Los Angeles county to-clay has a population ot 
nearly 30,000. In 1869 she produced 300,000 bm;hels corn; 100,000 bushels wheat, 
385,000 bushels barley, 50,000 tbs p eanuts, 700,000 tbs wool, etc. e tc. She hacl2ilO,OOO 
Orange, :Fig, L emon, Olive, Mulbery, Almond, Walnut and othe r va.riet.y of trees. 
She had over 4,000,000 vines. 

One of the most convincing proofs.of the agricultural c-apacity of San Diego 
County, is derived from the present condition of the gardens of the old Mission. 
There, even in their d ecay, is shown that the valleys of this oonnty will abundantly 
reward the cultivator; even as tbe Htot that the Mission owned, in Ul31, 194,000 
head of cattle, horses and sheep, shows the capacity of the same region for grazing. 
The following is a description of the Mission at present: 

•'Immediately in front of the church are the Mission garclens, three in number, and 
occupying, I shoulcl t hink, respectively two, three ancl five acres. These g~trdens are partly 
inclosed hy·actobe walls, and partly by cactus, or pl'ickly pear, called by native Calilo.-nians 
tuna. 1\'Lost of ·the cacti phwts here are sixteen feet in h e ight. Upou the outside of these 
enclosures are large numbers of castor bean plants, all of which, like the tuna, have been 
8ome clay in a ' very hlgb state of cultivation. Within' the enclosures are olive and palm 
trees, ancl a leguminous plant, or tree, the bean of which, in its ripe state, may be used for 
shot. This bean tree is an ever~re~n, and is in leaf, bud, blossom, a nd all ". tages of fruit 
the year ronnel . . One purpose of th1s bean was for the manu~acture of mk. The padres 
w<,:mld take it when neady ripe, roast it, then crush it fine, and pour water, ancl oid nails, 
and rusty bits of iron upon it, the tluicl part becoming in a few days rich black ink. 

"There are several palm (clatala) trees which are very beautiful aud"ornamental. 
They grow tall ancl stately, ancl have branches like immense fans in'shape, and are used 
for purposes of ornamentation by people giving parties, etc. 

The olive trees constitute the olclest (and one of the largest) olive <'rchards in tho 
country, there being three hundred and seventy-one trees, nearly a hundred years old, 
-and aH in abundant bearing order. There are no evidences of the cultivation ·or the gra.pe 
at presenti but an olcl m anuscript states~ Item forw.,.ln enumerating the shipment ot 
hides ancl tallow, that "a pipe of wine, maae at San Diego, was sent to Charles 14., King o' · 

·spain, by the Padre Fermin." 
San Bernardino, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo h:ive, within the past · two 

. years, increased their agricultural wealth ten-fold; but San Diego has rern&ined 
nearly stationary. This is chiefly owing to the spirit manifested by the owners of 
large tracts oflancl held under Mexican grant titles. While in the more northerly 
of these counties many of these immense tracts have been subdivided, and offered 
on reasonable terms to actual setlers, the choice lands of San Diego County have 

·been jealously withelcl from occupation save for grazing purposes. But this con-
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~rvatisrn is passing away; and many large and fertile tracts are now being sub­
divided and plaeed in market on fuvorable terms, at }Jrices ranging from $2 to $5 
per acre. 

'l'he private grants embraced in San Diego Connty cover about 6iO,VOO acres. 
:t'he bulk of this is fine arable land, and the re]nainder is valuable for grazing 
purposes. There remain oiJen for settlement and pre-emption a million acres of 
valley 3J1d mesa lands; !Jjghly valuable tor titrming purpose or for grazing. These 
me.;a tritcts are ele vated plateaus or table-lands, and the most thereof are especially 
adaptecl to grape or tree cnltnre. 

It is an easy matter to detennine the title to any tract. of land. All confi rmed 
grants are secured by U nited States patents. Official maps and reeords, easy or 
aecess, give fnll information as to the location of the v;.rious grants, and all lands 
outside of these, with the exception of one or· two tracts immediately to be surveyed 
are government lands, anli open to location under the Pre-emption or Homestead 
Ants. The liabili ty of nrisnrveyecl grants being floated over public lands ha's 
J1itherto b een a gt·eat p~:.evention of settlem ent, but this objedion i;; n ow· 1·e·moved 
hy Congresf'<imra.l enadmHnt. It may bH safe ly a;;serted that embraeed within the 
Ji\·e counties abo ve mentionetl are upwards of twenty nrilliott am·es of laucl, more· 
·than half ofwhieh is superior fo r agricu.ltnral pnrposes, >t nd the r·emainller fur­
nishes ~xcellmrt pasturage. 

'l'hese lands alford every variety of soil, and the gr·eater portion of them are 
good tor almost every branch of agriculture. But the greatest pride of the whole 
section is its peculiar adaptability to the culture of tropical, semi-tropical and 
}lorthern fruits and nutl'<. In the older settled counties the orange, lemon. ·olive, 
)ig, mnl bery, gmpe, almond, Ruglish walnut, and indeecl, all va,l'ietigs of fruits and 
nuts flouri~h lnxuriantly. The e!imate aw'l soil are also especially adapted to · the 
imltuxe of cotton, hops, castor-oil beans, hexnp,, fiax~ tobacco, wheat, barley, o~tts, 
potatoes, be_a11s and all v:;trietje!'; of grain and vegetables. 

Jn San Diego county but little has been done towards fruit culture: but every 
ptlort Jms been attended )Vith the best success. The next two y ears will cause a 
grt)at change in t)Jis f).t'tlnch of inc;lnstry. Wheat and other small grains are taisecl 
,v:i~h g~·eat pl'Ofit. Six hupgred acres sown on the Ca.jon ranch, t·en miles from 'the 
hay, yie lded in l8Ci9, an average of fifty-seven bushels tp the acre . 
, ·The ge neral topogmphx of the eonntr·y shows a rolling surface, with low hills 

,; .and higher mountains iutersptwsed with il.ne valley ~ands. 
l<'acilities tor tronsportation are as yet in a primitive state. Wagon roads into 

~he interior are generally good, and free from ·toll rates. Improve)ltents are con­
.stantly being projected; and the clay is not fttr distant when every farrrting district 
ofSouthern California will be tapped by r<tilway branches. '!'hose who are fortu­
ua.te enonglr to seeuxe farms b.e1or·e this de velopment takes place, ·will reap ' the 
bimefit. -
, Fencing, in many localities, 1s not a necessity. 'l'hl) Legislature of California 
1has passed laws protecting all agrieultnral districts (the inhabitants of which ·h'avll 
:,applied for.such protection) by compelling stock owners to herd their stoek. l ... i'yil 
·fence (osage orange and willow) are much. in favor, and in Los Angeles county they 

._;"are in common use. The soil ·and climate of the whole of Southern California is 
peculiarly adapted to the cult~yation of the osage orange. Board 'anli 'pbs~ ience)il 
'ean'be ~opstructed ~t ~ C<Oin_parfifi'Cely reasonap1e <?9St. ' LnmbEir~J.t be qelivere'l,l 
at ~he harbor of San Diego for. $20 per thousand feet, leaving a margin for .profit. 
:.1).. Jess figure than this will sutlic'e so soon 'as the products of the country fdrnish 
return cargoes to the north. · 

WOOD AND WATER. 

There is a good supply of saw tlmbe~ in the 'difterent patis of Southern · <J:ali­
lm;nia. In San Diego eotiilty two' s'a\v-mills are rridnirig. 'Miuiy of tlie ·mountain's 
an'd' ravines'ha ve il:' tliick gro~h M live-oak ahd btM'r treest· suledble'torfil'e"woog. 
';l;)l;e slJ.P. P.lY is not extensive. T)1is is1by. many con.siclerea ·n!marli'ab':!e, 'espe'cially 
'jlstJ1.'e fertility or·the ' sbJl ~oU!d ·~upffirt hl.rik 'vegHatidh. •But 'it · is 'e::tsil7 ac­

.1 ~tltipted. for, by'the· he'av~ fl}~s •wll.,iCh 'have lieretBfore ·ilrirni.lilly 'm~ed. 'o'ver ·t1le 
:~!(u;9irf 'r.he.r~ .~s . jn~is~~ta~]~e~i4'1JHce· )n .orctsp-il.Hi'sh' reootds· that deritur'i~s'a'go 
1'!!1 ~~cl"p,l~~~ 'r~re cove~~!i ~fSh dfn~~:f~I:e~ts. ' , , • 

v•;; [M;an.y, of tJ1e v~ll_llys lj.r,e, W!3;l! ,Sl,Jp_pJi~f! ~vjth runrJj!}g , \Vater frq{Jl mqul)fj}ip. 
.5.prini!!, and portions of the eonntry are a. paradise of verdure, even in a wild State. 
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MINERAL R-ESOURCES. 
The vast scope of country embracing Southern California, Southem Nevada, 

Arizona, New i\'[exico and Northern Mexico possesses untold mineral wealth. 
<;old, silver. copper, lead, coal, iron, tin, quicksilver and other metals ahoxmd. 
Late developments give assurance that the auriferous and argent.iforous depositg· 
are much more extensive than was formerly supposed. The mines of the Cole· 
iuan, .Julian, Bainbridge, Hensley and other mining districts are of recent dis" 
eo very. They are situated within a range of a hundred miles from the town of 
~an Diego, and promise large returns to those who have undertaken to develop 
them. Although yet in their intimcy, the trade which they already throw into the 
lap of; San Diego is of no ineonsiderable importance. Sou them California ha>;< 
never been thoroughly prospected for mineral wealth, but she will not in this res­
pect long remain a Um·,·a incogn·ita. Quite a:s little is known of the mineral wealth 
of Ar.izona. The depredations of the Apaches have hitherto pr!ivented even the 
valuable discoveries already madfl t'r;om being worked. But enough is positively 
known of its almost inc•·e<lible mine1·al wealth to induee hundreds of hardy pros­
pectors to wind among her mountai!ls, " ' ith their lives in their hands, in Reareh or 
riehes. 'Vith the railroad developments the lightofelvilization w~ll supereedeth~ 
darkness of savage lite, anu the untolcl wealth of this section will be made avail­
able. 
. An excellent wagon-road is now built between Sl!on, Diego and Fmt Yuma. Thi~ 
will throw much ofthe tJ·ade ofthat section .into Sari D~ego; and on the eompletion. 
of the !:Iouth ern Paeific Railroad, San Diego will necess.arily be the metropolis of 
all that itmuense n\ineral c-ountry. This city is .also the pm,tt.own of Calitbrnitt and 
the s"onth Pacifi(' coast for the extensive mineral deposits known ns· the Burro 
IHines, the mtnes being distant via the r'lew Frrrt Yurilin·oad from San Diego nearly 
two hnndred miles less than· by any ot.her route. At present a ll travel tor· the 
Burro District must necessarily go this wny. By means of an excellent stage Hne 
·the trip to the new l<;ldorado is made with comfort, safet.y and dispatch. 
: 'l'he Mexican'State ofSonora is proved to·bc·ex·eeed'ing-ly ' •·ieh in minerals, :ts 
indeed is the \vl1ole of Northern ,\'[exico. R<l'ilw'ay devel"optnents will g•·eat:ly open 
up tltis country, u.n(l will· tenrlto commere.ially, if.llpt·po]j\tically, nnit.e it \,"it~' the 
•United States of America. San Diego must be the ' eomn1,ercial port of this vast 
and terti.le section. 

INDUCEMENTS FOR MA:'N'UF~AO'FORll~S. 
An excellent field Is here ·open for the estaolish.me.iit of mamifactories of diff­

erent kinds. The mineral countr.v dependent on San Diego for supplies, will be -a 
hea·vy ·purchaser of machinery and mining implements. Agrieultural implernmi!M 
a1·e already 'in large demand. 'l'he superiority of-this as a grazing country renders 

, sl•ee·p:biising a·"bnsiness of great profit, and calls ·toJ' the erection of woolen ·milll!. 
'Sa'n Diego can much more profitaoly manufacture the' woolen goods· for the vast 
.count:ry ~f w.hict; sho:; is th~ n~etrppolis, t~an. to. e~p01't ~er raw .st.aple an,d import it 
when mamHacttrred 1uto fabrrcs. ·'l'he sorl and climate Is peculuulv adapted to the 
cultu:n;) o.f the sugar beet, the ramie and other .te~tile .pJ~n,'ts, ".tli\J castor be.an, an(l 
rnany other productions which require.machinexy to d!law from them their . great­
est··protit. Silk culture, also, ·is bound in ·a •few ·yearstto be ·a .. prominent .. source "of 
>~vealtlr; and the-machinery for preparing the•sta•ple •for mavket, and for manu1ac ... 
turin'g"' the fabric, will·sooh be required. ' · 

Great indueements are also offered for •tlie establishment of tanneries. 'l'he 
'vast·grazing ·tracts·of·this seetion yield·annti.ally ·a··l~f!~jl ·'!J.umber of· hiqes·; ·whi~li, 
lieretofore·have l:ieen forced at a""heavy·Mst' of ·transport~tion:to seek ·a ·ma;ket -in 
lNew.Yorko,r Snn'l1'r:ii:r.cisco. Win1- t]le O:palihig '!iL~lte :Chi:nE:J~e tr~de tl)e ):n<tQU· 
<facture of boot·s and. shoes will .meet with •much :encouragement. The .Ot:ient . is 
:already'a ·liberal· patron of $an ·F-ranci8eo·for· boots;·~holes>and· leather ·find·ings,.apd 
.the· traa:e· is rapidly increasing. The large 'supply·of' hi~:es· ·witl".'enable San "Diego 
·miiMfactllfehi tiHiiic!iessfully Co;Jn\Pete)v)~h'bii~.h .~!l,!li<'r~uci_s.c:oan\leastern ma:rk_ ~t~. 
i· ... .Salt was .produced by e'vapo.ration .at .the . .h!lad.ol! $ap ,Diego Bay .laeLyei/:i-; 0pf 
,suc~..quality, that it commandll¢1 five and !1-ha~f,dol~x:s ,pl)rftoJlll!o.r;e iniSan ,Ji'ran­
-cisco, than that from,Oarrnen Island, The manutaeture ·of t soav could be miMI!!! 
very profitable here, as the ice plant abounds\•W-h•m requires only to ·be ·bUl'D'edt~ 
yield the requi~ite potash . .fl'he.businessof:.co'ast whaling has been successfullv 
con\luctetl' at'th'e ·entrance ot San Diego Bay for mftn.)"years; ,and the ·same .<@us{. 
ness, as well as seal hunting, cou1~ -easily - be ~X:tenaed down Lower California-, 
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attract hdJor and capJtal. 

Fish abound, and their capture for drying has 'lately begun to 

CLIMATE. 
In regm'<l to c\ irnate, San Diego challenges comparison with the most favored spot on 

the globe. ln h e r freedom from extremes of heat and cold, from sudden changes, from 
penetrating , ellllly winds, from the rrtalaria caused by decaying vegetation, from disa.­
greea.ble fo~:-:, nnd frorn the tnany disndvant::t.ges ufa dan1p and hun1.id atn1osphere, sbe 
stands tllll'.l val Jed. The winter or rainy sea son con11nences at about the last of November 
a.1i<.l eontinues unt.il ~o1netirue in 1\:furch. 

Sau Diegan s speak of winter and summer from force of h abi t; but in reality there are 
no such sea son :<. T il e bulk ofthe rain t<LIIs during t.h e months known as winte r m01\ths. 
TJ; e sunJrrte r·:-; arc o<>cas ionally visited by refreshing sh~wers frorn pass ing c louds , ~~he 
n ight• or all 'eason s of the year are refreshingly cool, and the d ays are never disagreeably 
wann. The r~d n :s are l.H'Ought by ~ont.herly winds, and a.t·e aln1ost in va.rinbly wurrn. The 
bulk of Ci> e m falls i 11 the night time, ,~ 

It is imvossi!Jie for one to obtain from a tabular statement an Idea of the perpetual 
delight wllic:ll tit is climate produces. Day after day, week after week, and month after 
ntout.JJ rcJll a.ro nnci with ha.txlly an hour in which a person is uncomfortable if thinly clad. 
\\rork.n1e n doll t.¥1e.ir coats in winter as in suut mer. Stores and ottkes dispense with arti­
ft cialJJcat in win tel' us in :'Jurrnner. And it is uot only the genial wnnntll of this elf mate 
whicll re<:~o tll~JHI!S H. The attnospher~ is never duH and d epressing. I t is pn_re 3l1tl invfg .. 
orating. 'fhe Hli ld breeze fro1n the Pacitlc Oce an co.nstant1y fans the eity, but rarely 
t~·ings fog. 'l'l.w eon sumpt!ve teels at e '.rery breath, n e w vita lity. 'l'he ~ild and bracing 
mr gJves !lim <' u e w lease ot life; Rarely a death has e ver occlued from tills dread disease. 

The questi.on is oft.en asked: 'what are the prevailing diseases of this Joeality'?" There 
are none. A ll tliseases known here are either imported, or contracted by the most llag- , 
m ,nb viobtio n or nature's Jaws. The various classes of pulmonary, bronchial and rheu­
n'latic di sorder~ , however aggravated, are always cured or relieved by thi:;:; climate. BJl· 
lious fevers, and chills and fever are unknown here, except they are brought by the suf­
ferer. The cool and delicious nights will prevent yellow fewu· from ever gaining a foothold 
here. 

The bene fi ts derived from this climate thus far have been without the aid of mechani­
cal helps. Up J.o this t ime there have been no proper hote l accomn1odations-no fires for 
t h e coHtfortor inv<'lids , no bath houses, no roomy and well ventilated apartntents. But 
this uisatlvant<tge will be suffered no longer, for with the eompletion of the magnificent 
hote l being erected by Mr. A. E. Horton, the most ample comforts and luxuries will be 
a :tlorded, , 

Annexed will be found a tabular review of the monthly m ean for the year 18531 the 
record h aving been kept by w. S. King, Assistant Surgeon of the Army, and who remarks 
in a s ubsequ e nt article tb.at the table is a fair average for seven years: 

Month. Sunrise. 9 A.JII. 3 P, M. 9P. M. I Month. Sunrise. 9 A.M. 3 P.M. 9 P.M. 

~~1~~~f:::::':.:A~:;:::::::::,~::::~~;;;~~;~;:.:;.:.:.:.:.:.:.; ~ I ~~i~~~~·:.::;;::!:.:.:;:.:;::.:JL;;;:::;.:;~;:::::::::: ~~ 
~~?~·.·,·.·,:·,:·.:,,,,,·,,:,:r.l::,.·::,:::·:.:!fo::::::::·.:::~::::::::::: ~ I ~~;e~~~e~~:.':.'.::!~::::::::::::~::::::::::::g~:::::::::: ~ 

The following observations were made by Surgeon J. F. Hammond, U. S, A., at the 
Mission, six miles from town,ln l858 : 

Month. 7 A.~r. 3P.M. 9P.M~ I Month. 7 A.)l. 3 P.M. 9 P.M. I :Month. i A.)l. 3'P.M. 9P.M. 
J a nuary ,,, ..40 ....... ,61. .. ,, . .461 May ............. 60 ......... 72 ..... : .... 61 September ... 79 ... , .. 75 .......... 69 
Feb. rna ry ,,,.,44 .... ... :.63 ......... 53 June , .... , ...... 64 ......... 74 .......... 67 Octol>er ......... 59> ...... 71. ......... 61 
·March ... , ...... 47,, ...... ,64, ....... ,52 July ............ 68 ......... 80 .......... 70 November .... 40 .. , ... 67 .......... 47 
April .... , ... , .. 53 ... ,, ... 68 ..... , ... 55 August ..... ,.67 ......... 77 .......... 70 December ..... 47 ...... ,59 .......... 46 
, We now·quote t.11.e table of observations by thermometer, in the shade, for the month 
of June,l869, and cl aim it as the mostperfectpic,ture of an even temper·aturein the world: 

?~~.~: .. :, .. ~.~6:t~: .. ~~6"lf .. ~.:· .. ~2j ~f~~: ...... :.~63~: .. ~~7~: .. ~. :·.~~ I ~~~.~: ....... :.~62~: .. ~~:.: .. ~.:.:.~ 
~ L::::::::::Jt:::::::~::::::::::::E 1 u:::~~~::~~:::::i:::::::::i::::: :::::::i ~:::::::::::::::~::::::::1::::::::::::9 
. t:::::::: :::::gg::: ::::::~::::::::::::E it:::::::::::::n:::::::::H:::::::::Ji ~:::::::::::::::H:::::::::~::::::::::::~ 
. · 1~: :-:::::::::::::~;:::::::::~~::::::::::J~ ~::;::::::::::J~:::::::::~::::::::::::~ ~:::::::::::::::~:::::::::~&::::::::::::~ 

These tables prove conclusively that Slm Diego has the most equable climate o! any 
place in this or any other temperate country; while all writers and tourists have pro-

.nonnced it the healthiest place in the world. · 
,, ' Accepted May , 1870. . 

,D. FELSENHELD, SECRETARY. •, A. PAULY, PRESIDENT, 

(SAN DIEGO Bur~LETIN PRINT.) 
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