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Pioneer in Robotics, Minimally Invasive Surgery Is New
Chair of UCSD Department of Surgery

September 19, 2005 |

ark Talamini, M.D., one of the nation’s leading authorities in the field of minimally
M invasive surgery, and a pioneer in the development and application of robotic
technology in surgery, is the new Chair of the Department of Surgery at the University

of California, San Diego School of Medicine and Medical Center.

Following an extensive national search, Talamini was recruited to UCSD from Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine, where he was Professor of Surgery and Director of Minimally
Invasive Surgery. He began at UCSD on July 1.

“With Dr. Talamini at the helm, the UCSD department of surgery will continue to be at the
forefront of surgical practice, introducing new programs and technologies that benefit San
Diegans,” said Edward W. Holmes, UCSD Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences and Dean, School
of Medicine. “Dr. Talamini is an outstanding surgeon, a distinguished scholar, and a respected
authority on minimally invasive surgery and robotics, which are the wave of the future in surgical
technology. He is dedicated to improving patient care through collaboration not only with his
clinical colleagues, but with molecular biologists, engineers and others who contribute to the
development of innovative new treatments.”

At Johns Hopkins, Talamini has been a pioneer in the use of robotics in laparoscopic (minimally
invasive) surgery. He specializes in gastrointestinal disease, including gastric, colon and pancreatic

cancer.

“The term ‘robotics’ is a little misleading,” said Talamini. “This is really computer-assisted surgery,
putting microchip technology between the surgeon and the patient, allowing us to perform
complex procedures through tiny incisions using vivid 3-D optics and instruments the size of
chopsticks. With robotics we can do complex procedures with remarkable precision through
incisions that are an inch or less long. This offers the promise of less risk, less discomfort, faster
recovery and better outcomes for the patient.”

He is launching a robotic surgery program at UCSD Medical Center, beginning with a
gastrointestinal surgery program utilizing the daVinci robotic system. He sees applications for this


https://health.ucsd.edu/

technology expanding rapidly and changing the way surgery is performed.

“Surgeons are generally conservative, we like to use proven procedures and tools and are
reluctant to let new technologies in the door,” he commented. “But with the strides that have
been made in recent years, bringing engineering, computers and technology together to give us
new and better tools, we have crossed a threshold - the sky is the limit for how far we can go.

“San Diego provides a unique opportunity. It's an amazing environment with a wealth of talent in
biotechnology and engineering, and UCSD is a research university that does not take a back seat
to any institution,” he said. “l am excited about joining a superb department of surgery that has
the potential to be a true leader in surgical innovation in the country.”

In addition to Talamini’s clinical expertise, he is a respected teacher and mentor, and a prolific NIH-
funded investigator with over 100 articles and book chapters to his credit. He has held national
leadership positions with the Society of American Gastrointestinal Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES),
the American College of Surgeons and the Association for Academic Surgery. He serves on the
editorial boards of several prominent surgical journals, and is editorin-chief of the Journal of
Laparoendoscopic and Advanced Surgical Techniques.

Talamini earned his undergraduate and medical degrees and completed his residency training at
Johns Hopkins, joining the faculty in 1987 In addition to his clinical training he has completed
extensive research training in number of subspecialty areas. He is married, with three children.

The UCSD department of surgery includes eight divisions, 74 full-time faculty, approximately 100
residents and fellows, and an annual budget to support patient care, research and teaching of
approximately $30 million.
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News Media Contact: Jeffree Itrich 619-543-6163

Note to broadcast and cable producers: UCSD provides an on-campus satellite uplink facility for
live or pre-recorded television interviews. Please
phone, or e-mail, the media contact listed above to arrange an interview.

UCSD Health Sciences Communications HealthBeat: /news/

Share This Article

fw]t Jin]lo]s

Related News


https://health.ucsd.edu/news

First Clinical Trial to Assess
Alzheimer's Gene Therapy Receives
$5 Million

5/25/2021

Cross Border Effort to Vaccinate
10,000 Maquiladora Workers
5/25/2021

Superficial Relationship: Enzymes
Protect the Skin by Ignoring
Microbes and Viruses

5/21/2021

UC San Diego Health Joins Call to
Don't Delay HPV Vaccinations, Save
Lives

5/20/2021

View All News >

Follow Us

t]e]o] t [in


http://www.facebook.com/UCSDHealth
http://instagram.com/ucsdhealth
http://www.youtube.com/user/UCSDMedicalCenter?sub_confirmation=1
http://ucsdhealthsciences.tumblr.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/uc-san-diego-health-system
https://health.ucsd.edu/news/releases/Pages/2021-05-25-first-clinical-trial-to-assess-alzheimers-gene-therapy-receives-5-million.aspx
https://health.ucsd.edu/news/releases/Pages/2021-05-25-cross-border-effort-to-vaccinate-ten-thousand-maquiladora-workers.aspx
https://health.ucsd.edu/news/releases/Pages/2021-05-21-superficial-relationship-enzymes-protect-the-skin-by-ignoring-microbes-and-viruses.aspx
https://health.ucsd.edu/news/releases/Pages/2021-05-20-uc-san-diego-health-joins-call-to-dont-delay-hpv-vaccinations-save-lives.aspx
https://health.ucsd.edu/news
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fhealth.ucsd.edu%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=ucsdhealth&tw_p=followbutton

