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NAVY DEPARTMENT
0ff ice of Naval War Records,
Wadgh ington, May 26, 1891,
Mr. George F. Hollis,
U.S. Consul, Capetown,
South Africa.
Sir:

Your letter of April 21st to the Secretary of the Navy, re-
ferring to your having been the first to commmnicate with General
Ste rmen's army befare the capture of Fort McAllister, and asking
whether such a fact is on record in the Department, has been sent
to me for search and reply.

I find a report from Admiral Dahlgren from which it appears
that he had been in communication with General Shemman previous to
the date you mention. The log book of the Fernandina has been con-
sulted and shows the date of your leaving her, apparently for the
purpose ment ioned in your letter, although it is not distinectly
so stated.

There is no report from your o mmanding officer in regard to
it.

I enclose you copies of the documents referred to .

Respectfully,
Vs ir
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Flag-Steamer Philadelphia,

Port Royal Harbor, S.C., December 12,1864.

Sir: It is my happiness to apprise the department that General
Sherman, with his army, is near Savannah, and I am in communication
with him. In view of his probable arrival, I had stationed several
steamers at different points, and have come down from the Tulifinny
vesterday in order to be at hand. I had not to wait manv hours.
This morning, about 8 o'clock, the Dandelion ;rriQGJ wi{h Cap-
tain Duncan and two scouts, Sergeant Myron J. Emmick, and George W.
Quimby, bearing the following lines from General Howard:
Headquarters Department of Armmy of Tennessee,
Near Savannah Canal Georgia.
Sit: We have met with perfect success thus far. Troops in fine
spirits and near by.
Respectfully,
0.0.Howard,
Major General, Commanding.
Commander U,S.,Naval Forces,

In vieinity of Savannah, Georgia."

Captain Duncan states that our forces were in contact with the
rebels a few miles outside of Savannah. He says they are not in
want of anything.

Perhaps no event could give greater satisfaction to the




ffcountry than that which I anmounce, and I beg leave to congratulate
the United States government on its occurrence.

It may perhaps, be exceeding my province, but I cannot refrain
from expressing theﬁupe that the department will comménd Captain
Duncan and his companéons to the ~honorable Secretary of War fﬁr
some mark of approbation for the success in establishing communicas=
tion between General Sherman and the fleet. It was an enterprise

that required both skill and courage.

servant,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
J.A-Dahlgren, A

Rear-Admiral,

Commanding S.A.Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Wells,

Secretary of the Navy.




Extract from the log book of the U.S. bark Fernandina,

Commanded by Acting Master Lewis West.

Monday, Dee. 12, 1864. At 6 p.m. the 1lst and 34 cutters, with
armed crews, in charge of Acting Master Geo. J. Hollis
and Acting Master's Mate, W.C. King, left the ship on a
reconnoitering expedition.

Tuesday, Dec. 13, 1864, At 7 a.m. the 1lst and 3d cutters returned.
From meridian fo 4 p.m. Seven U.S. army officers came
from Kilkenny to Ossabaw Point. 2d cutter, B.H. Chad-
wick in charge, was sent to communicate with them. All
went back to Kilkenny at 2 p.m. At 3:30 p.m. 1lst cutter
Acting Master Geo. F. Hollis in charge, left the ship for
Kilkenny. At 8 p.m. the 1lst cutter, Acting Ensign B.H.
Chadwick in charge, returned to the ship.

Wednesday, Dec. 14, 1864. From 8 to meridian. 1lst cutter in
charge of Acting Ensign C. Sawyer. left for Ossabaw with
despatches. 1st cutter, Acting Master G.F.Hollis, re-

turned to the ship.
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