
An excerpt from "The Voice of the Dolphins" by Leo Szilard. ----------------------------------------------------------

Below is ~e Russian translaho~ the !;ext r;¥ a passage selected 

from "The Voice of the Dolphins". 

There are people in America who believe that America and Russia 

are less likely to resort to force against each other if war means all 

out a t omic destruction and therefore they are not in favor of discussing 

any alternative strategies which are aimed at limiting the destruction 

in case of war. The adoption of a strategy that involves all out 

destruction may discourage a resort to force , but it does not reduce the 

UiQ;<f__ 
probability of it to zero, and one ~ wonder whether there is much 

merit in a strategy which makes war more terrible in the same measure as 

i t msJ makeJ it less likely . 

Alternative strategies are discussed both publicly and secretly 

in Amer i ca, perhaps more than anywhere else in the world . "The Voice of 

the Dolphins" sold over 30 , 000 copies in America and has been read by some 

of the key people in the US Department of Defense . 

The selected passage reads : 

"No one had any doubt that the revolution in Iraq , which caught 

America by suprise in 1970 , was in fact Communist - inspired , and America 

responde d promptly by landing troops in Lebanon and Jordano This time 

America was determined to settle the issue of con t rol of the Middle East 

and thus to end , once and for all , the threat that Western Europe might 

be cut off from its middle East oil supply . Egypt and Syria declared 

that t h ey would regard an invasion of Iraq by American troops as an 



attack against themselves . Turkish troops were poised to move 

into Syria , and Russia was concentrating troops on the Turkish 

border, for the purpose of restraining Turkey . 

~At this point America proclaimed that she was prepared to 
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send troops into Turkey , to use small atomic bombs in combat against 

Russian troops on Turkish soil and , perhaps , also in hot pursuit 

beyond the prewar Turkish- Russian b oundary . 

Hit appeared that Russia strongly disliked the prospect of 

fighting an atomic war on her southern border . There was little 

assurance that such a war would not spread and finally end up in an 

all - out war , and rather than to take this risk Russia decided to 

adopt a strategy of another kind . In a note , which was kept very shor t, 

she proclaimed that she would not resist by force of arms in the Middle 

East an American invasion of that area , but would , rather , seek to 

"deter" America by setting a high price for such an invasion . The 

price would be set , however , not in terms of human life but solely in 

terms of property . 

~The Russian note listed twelve American cities by name . Russia 

stated that if American troops crossed over into I r aq she would single 

out one of these twelve cities , give that city four weeks of warning 

to permit its orderly evacuation, as well as to allow time to make 

arrangements for the feeding and housing of refugees, and thereafter 

the city would be demolished with one singl e long- range rocket . 

~ America r e plied in a note which was even shorter and intimated 

that for each city that Russia demolished in America , America would 

demolish two cities in Russia . 
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H To this Russia replied in a second note - a note of unprecedented 

length - that if America were to demolish two cities in Russia for 

each city that Russia might have demolished in America, and if 

Russia were to demolis h two cities in America for each city that 

America might have demolished in Russia , then the destruction of even 

one city would trigger a chain of events which would, step by step, 

lead to the destruction of all American as well as all Russian cities . 

Since clearly America could not possibly want this result, she should 

not make such a threat of "two for one" and expect it to be believed . 

Russia, on her part , would tolerate America ' s demolishing one Russian 

city, in return for Russia 's having demolished one American city. 

But for each additional city that America might demolish , Russia would 

demolish one and just one additional city in America . 

q The note made it clear that even though Russia would abide by 

such a principle of "one for one" , this did not mean that America 

would be free to demolish a large city in Russia in return for a small 

city demolished in America . What would count in this respect , the 

note stated, would be the size of the ci ty , as expressed by the number 

of inhabitants rather than by the number of square miles covered by the 

city . 

b Twenty- four hours after this Russian note was received in 

Washington, the Division of Vital Statistics of the Vienna Institute 

issued a document which listed the number of inhabitants of all American 

and all Russian cities . In their preface the dolphins stated that if 

American troops were to invade Iraq , and Russia were to demolish one 

of the twelve cities she had listed , an undesirable controversy might 
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arise on the issue of which American city was equal to which Russian 

city , unless an authentic list of the number of inhabitants was readily 

available . 

11 This document was issued so promptly that it aroused Russian 

suspicion . The Russians thought that somehow the Vienna Institute 

might have had inside information about Russian intentions and thus 

been able to prepare in advance this list of cities . American and 

British statesmen had so often said that the Russians were unpredictable 

that finally the Russians themselves came to believe it . There is no 

reason , however, to think that the Vienna Institute had any advance 

information. Rather, it seems that the dolphins , being not inferior 

in intelligence to the men in Moscow who devised Russia ' s policites , 

were frequently able to predict the moves that Russia would make . This 

view is borne out by the few records of the Vienna Institute which 

survivied the fire that destroyed the Institute in 1990 . 

h The second Russian note caused a tur moil in Washington . Various 

groups urged that the Government adopt a rigid policy of demolishing 

two Russian cities for each city demolishe d i n America , or that it 

accept the principle of "one for one," or that it do neither , but just 

keep the Russians guessing . 

fAt a meeting of the National Security Council several public ­

relations experts expressed the view that were Russia actually to 

demolish one of the twelve cities she had listed , the public would 

demand that America retaliate by demolishing a number of Russian cities. 

They said that the President would thus not be able to abide by the 
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principle of "one for one," even if he desired to do so, without 

seriously risking the defeat of his party at the next elections . 

k The Government t h ereupon asked Gallup to conduct a poll on 

an emergency basis. Resident s of the thirty l a r gest cities were 

asked whether if Rochester, New York, one of the twelve cities 

names , were demolished , America ought to retaliate by demolishing 

just one Russian city, or whether she ought to retaliate by 

demolishing a number of Russian cities. To the surprise of the 

Government, 85 per cent of those who had an opinion favored the 

demolishing of just one Russian city . In retrospect , this response 

does not appear to be so very surprising ; the people p ol led knew 

very well that if America were to demolish two Russian cities in 

retaliation for Rochester , Russia would demolish one additional 

American city - and this additional city might be their own . 

/f Some of the members of the National Security Council declined 

to take t h is poll at its face value and said that the people would 

react differently if Rochester were a ctually demolished . The rather 

involved psychr log ical argument they cited in support of their view 

was never put to a test , however , for America did not intervene in 

Iraq . 

4 ithin a few days after the receipt of the first Russian note 

wnich listed the twelve cities , people began to register in Washington 

as lobbyists for one or another of the twelve cities , and ten days 

later there was not a hotel room to be had in the whol e city . It was 
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the most powerful lobby that ever hit Washington. After an initial 

period of uncertainty , this lobby succeede d , with steadily increasing 

editorial support across the nation , in forcing a re-examination of 

the whole Middle Eastern issue . Doubts were raised as to whether 

Western Europe was really in danger of losing its supply of Middle 

Eastern oil , since there was no other market for it . It was said 

that while the price of oil from the Middle East could be raised , it 

could not be raised very much , since it could be replaced by oil from 

the Sahara . As the result of a re-examination of the whole issue , 

America decided to withdraw her troops from Lebanon and Jordan . 

P This de c ision was reached in the face of strenuous opposition 

on the part of a small , but vocal and influential , group of opinion 

makers . There were prophets of doom who declared that if America 

yielded to Russia ' s threat on this occasion , then from here on Russia 

would be in a position to get her way on any issue ; she would be 

in a position to change the map at will , simply by threatening to 

demolish a limited number of American cities , in case America should 

try to resist locally , by force of arms . 

~ Fortunately these prophecies proved to be incorrect . For the 

time being , at least , Russia appeared to be quite satisfi ed with the 

map as it stood . True enough , a number of nations in Southeast Asia 

went Communist , and so did several nations in Africa . On the other 

hand , the Communist government of Iraq broke diplomatic relations with 

Russia , in protest against Russia ' s supplying oil at cut-rate prices to 

Western Europe , thus demonstrating once more that the capitalist 

nations have no monopoly in feuding with each othero 
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k Russia did derive great economic benefits from her decision 

to forgo war. In short order , she abolished her Air Force and her 

entire Navy , including her fleet of submarines ; she also reduced 

her Army and retained only a comparatively small number of highly 

mobile units equipped with ma chine guns and light tanks . Russia 

continued to maintain, of course, a large number of long-range rockets 

mounted on trucks or on railroad cars, which were constantly moved 

around along her highways and railroad tracks . 

11 As the result of the economies thus achieved, Russia was able to 

invest 25 per cent of her national income in capital goods serving 

her consumer- goods industry , and her standard of living was increasing 

at the rate of 8 per cent per annum . rler per capi ta c onsumption 

of meats and fats rapidly approached that of America ; as a result , 

deaths from coronary attacks rose very markedly and were approaching 

the American figures . 

Propagandawise the Russians stressed the moral issue involved 

and made the most of it . All over the world Communists and Russian 

sympathizers proclaimed that wars , which initially merely meant the 

killing of soldiers , but in the end came to mean the wholesale killing 

of civilians - men , women and children - as well as soldiers , were 

now a thing of the past , thanks to Russia ' s decision to forgo , abrogate 

and abolish war . They said , over and over again , that rtussia was 

the only truly Christian nation , since she al0ne , among the Great 

* Powers , was upholding the Sixth Commandment . 

* The possibility that it might be to Russia ' s advantage to adopt 

this type of strategy was discussed by Szilard in an extensive article 
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which appeared in the February issue of the ' Bulletin of the Atomic 

Scientists • in 1960. It is not known whether Szilard ' s article 

elicited any respons e other than a notice in ' Newsweek ', in America , 

and in ' Krokodil ', in Russia . ' Newsweek ' condensed this article 

beyond recognition and managed to convey the impression that Szilard 

proposed that Russia and America ought to demolish each other ' s cities 

in exchange - to no sensible purpose. Taking its information from 

' Newsweek ', ' Krokodil ' suggested in its issue of April 20 , 1960 , that 

' Newsweek ' carry an ad for Szilard offering to exchange his Room 812 

in the Medical Division of Memorial Hospital in New York for a bed 

in Ward 6 in the Psychiatric Division of the same hospital . Some of 

his American colleagues do remember that Szilard made a prediction 

concerning the strategy which the Russians would adopt if there were 

no general disarmament , but they remember only that he predicted some­

thing rather crazy , without recalling what it was that he predicted . 

After his death , Szilard appears to have received some recognition , 

however , from his Russian colleagues , who named a small crater after 

him - on the back side of the moon . 



n c r fr oice of th Dol in " y L o Szilar • ----------------------------------------------------------

lo i t- e elect d 

fro Voice o the Dolp in ". 

h r 0 1 in merico. who beli v t t merica and u ia 

re les lik ly to r ort to force against each ot r if war ean all 

out tomic d true ion and ther for they are not in favor of i cussin 

any a r trat giea hich ar aim d &t limitin the de truotion 

in c of r. The adoption of a ~tr tegy that involve all out 

destruct on y di oour a r ort o force, but it doe not reduce the 

pro i i y of it o z ro, and one ~~er whether ther is much 

merit in a tr y w ich makes war more terribl in the same mea trre as 

it tfl/t m ~i lee likely . 

lt r tiv tr tegie are diacu ed both ublicly nd secretly 

in ~ erica, erh more than anywhere el e in t world. "The Voice of 

th Dolphins' old over 30,000 copie in Americ and has been r ad by some 

of the ey eople in he US Department of D fen e. 

he elect d pa~ ge rea 

" o on had any doubt that th revolution in Iraq, hich caught 

marie by upri e in 1970, in fact Co uniat-in ired, and meric 

respon d ro ptly by landin troop in ebanon and Jord n . Thi time 

ric wa d ter ined to settle the i ue of con rol of the Middle East 

and t u o nd, once and for all, the thr at t t stern urop might 

be out off fro it iddl ast oil upply . ' ypt and Syria declar d 

t at hey ould r gard an inva ion of Iraq by A erioan troop a n 



attack gai t e elves . urki h troop were poi ed to ove 

into Syri , and u sia was cone ntrating troop on th Turkish 

bord r, for h purpo e of r straining Turk y . 

t t po~nt A erioa proclaimed th t e wa~ pr pared to 
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end roop into ur ey, to u e small atomic bomb in combat a inst 

Ru i troops on 'u ki oil and, perhap , 1 o in ot pursuit 

beyond h rew r ur 1 n- us ian boundary . 

It appear d that Russia stron ly di liked the pro peot of 

fi htin nato ic ar on her outh rn border . There was little 

a surance hat uoh a war ould not spread n finally en up in an 

all- out ar, and r ther han to ta · thi ri k us ia decided to 

adopt atr te y of another kind . In a note, which w s kep t very hort , 

he proclaimed tha sh would not resi~t by force of arms in the iddle 

East an American invaa~on of that area, but ould, rath r , &eek to 

"d cr'' Amer1ca by etting a high price for suo an invasion . h 

pric would b et , owev r, not in terms of human life but solely in 

terms of property . 

The ussi n note listed t elve American oitie by name . Ru sia 

tated tha if A erican troop oro cd over into lr •ne would singl 

out one of the t elve oitie , ive that city four weeks of warning 

to permit it orderly ev cu tion, as ell as to allow time to mak 

arrangement for the feeding and housing of ref gees, and thereafter 

the city would be demolished with one single lon - range rocket . 

A er·ca r pli d in note which a ev n short r and intimated 

that for ac city that Russia de oli hed in Am rica, merica would 

demol· h two oiti sin Ru sia . 



l:O thi u ia pli d in cond not - a note of unpreceden d 

length - th t i er to demoli h wo citie in Russia for 

each city t t us i might ave d molishcd in m rica, and if 

Ru r to d ol 6 t o cities in ric for each city that 

me ric i h hav d ol hed in ussi 
' 

then the destruction of ven 

on city ould rig er c in of event hie auld, tep by Pt 

J.e 0 de truction of 11 A eric n as well a all ussian cities . 

Sine clo ly Americ could not po sibly ant t is result , she hould 

not a uch a hr t of "two for one" and exp ct it to be believ d . 

u ia , on er part, would tolerate Amer1c J d ol· hing one u ian 

city , in r turn for u ia ' s havin demolished one American city . 

:But for ch a di ional city t at America might demolish , Ru ia would 

d moli h one and just one a ditional city in America . 

he note d it clear that even t ou h ussia auld abid by 

s ch pr~nci leo •one for one" , thi did no mean that orica 

would e fr e to de ali h a large city in ussia in return for a mall 

city decolishe in A erioa . ha would count in t1is respect , th 

note st t d, auld be tne size of the city , as expr ss d by the number 

of inh b · t nt r he 

cit • 

han by the number of square miles covered by th 

enty- four ours after thi Rus ian not~ wa received in 

ash ngton, th Division of Vital Stati tics of th Vienna Institut 

1 su d docum n hich li ed the number of in1 bi ants of all American 

and all u i n cities . In their pr f c the do phin tated that if 

Am rican troop r to invade Ir q, and Ru ia ere to demoli h one 

of th lv citi h had listed, an undeo r bl controv r y might 



ari on th 

city , unl 

vail bl • 

i u of which Am rican c~ty was qual to which us ~an 

n uth ntio li t of th n mber of in1abitant was eadily 

hi doc ent 1 sued so promptly that it aroused u i 

au p cion . h u ians thought t t omehow th Vienna Insti u e 

might h ve h d inaid inform tion about Rue ian in entions and thu 

been bl to prepare in advance this li t of oitie • Am rican and 

Bri 1 h te men had so of en aid that th u ian w re unpredictabl 

tha finally th Ru ian hemselv came to beli ve it . There 1 no 

rea on , ho ever, o hin th t the Vienna Institute had any advance 

infor tion . ther, it eema that the dolp ins, being not inf rior 

in intelli nee to them n in o co o devis d u sia ' polic·t a , 

ere f eque tly b to predict th move th t us ia auld make . This 

view i borne out by the few record of th Vienna Institute which 

urvivi d th f~r t at de troyed the In ti ute in 1990. 

group 

t 0 

The second Ru ian note cau ed a turmoil in a hington . Various 

urg d that the overnment adopt a rigid policy of demolishing 

ian citie for ach city d mali hed in America , or that i 

accep the princi. of 'one for one," or that it do neither, but jus 

keep th ian e sing . 

At a eeting of the a ional Security Council several public­

relation exp rt xpreseed the view nat ere u ia actually to 

demoli h on of th twelv cities she had li ted, t e public ould 

d mand th A rio retaliate by demoli hinB a number of usaian cities . 

h y said hat th Pr ident ould thu not be ble to abi e he 
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rincipl of 'on for one,'' even if he de r to do o, without 

seriou ly ri n t e d f t of i pa ty t th next 1 ctiona . 

Th Go n t ereupon a. d 

an e 

a 

rg ncy asi • eeiden·t of th 

allup to conduct a poll on 

thirt lar t oiti wer 

h th r 'f Rooh ter, ew York , on of th twel oi ti s 

by d moli hin , re d 

ju t one Ru 

oli h ~ , A erioa ou ht to r t li t 

i n ci y, or wheth r h ought to retaliate by 

emolishin n r of us ian ci t ie • To t e eurp ise of the 

Gov r nt , 85 per cent of thos who had an opinion favored th 

demoli hin of ju t one u sian c ty . In retro p ct , this re pon e 

doe no appear to b ao v ry urprising ; the people pol led kn w 

very 11 that if eric w re o demoli h t wo Ru sian citie in 

retalia ion for Roche ter , Ru sia would demoli h one additional 

Americ n city - and this additional city ight b t eir own . 

So of the bers of the a.tional S curity Council declined 

o take t i oll at it face value and aid that the people would 

react diff rently if Rochester wer ctually demolished . The rather 

involved p yah lo ical ar ment they cited in upport of their view 

never put to a te t, however , for America did not intervene in 

Iraq . 

ithin f d y fter the reo pt of the fir t us3ian note 

1ich li ted th twelve citie , peopl beran to regi ter in a ington 

as lob yi t for one or another of the t elve cities , and ten day 

later her wa not a otel room to b had in th whole city . It as 
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the o t po rf l lobby th t ev r it hington . fter an ini l.al 

pe iod of uncert in • , thi lob y ucc ad , with steadily incr a i 

ditori 1 u por cross h n tion, in forcing -exa ination of 

the hal iddle ..,.. tern issu • Doubts re rai d as to whether 

t r urop wa r lly l.n dan r of losing ts upply of iddle 

a t rn o 1 , sine t re no oth r r et for It a id 

hil th ric of oil fro the iddle .... a t could be rai d, 

could ot be ai ed v ry much , since it could be ~eplaoed uy oil from 

h Sahara . As h r sult of re-exa ina ion of the whole i ue , 

erl.c c d d to ithdr w her troop fro ebanon and Jordan. 

1 decision was reache 1n the faa of str nuous opposition 

on th p rt of small , but vocal and influential , group of opinion 

k r • There r rophet of doom who declared that if Am ric 

yielde to ussia ' threat on this ceca ion, hen from here on uasia 

would be in a po ition to get her y on any issue ; she ould b 

in position to ch nge the map at wil'l , imply by threat ning to 

demoli h a 1mited numbe of American cities , in ca e Americ hou ld 

try to r i loc lly, by force of arm • . 

or tun 1 th propheoie proved to be inoorreot . or he 

time being , t le t, Ru si appeared to be quite atisfied with th 

map it a ood . rue enough , a number of nations in Southea Asia 

went Co unit, and o did everal nations in'Afrioa . On the other 

h nd, t Co uni t ov rnment of raq brok diplomatic r 1 tiona with 

ussi , in 

uro 

in t u<sia ' s upplying oil at c t-rnte pric 

hu demons trating once mor t at the capitalist 

n ion have no onopoly in feuding with ach oth r . 

to 



u riv at co no ic b n fi fro her d 01 ion 

In hor order, he bali h d her Air orce and h r 

e tir ' i eluding h r fl et of ub ine ' leo r du d 

h in d onl co par tiv ly 11 number of ighly 

obil uni d with chine gun n ight tanks . u i 

continu t in, of cour e, 1 r ber of' long-r ng ock t 

oun d on rue or on rail o d car 
' 

which were con tantly mov d 

around lo h r ig aye and railroad rae a . 

h r ult of th eoono ie hu chiev d, u ia wa ble to 

inv t 25 r c n of h tio1 inc om in ca.pit 1 good ervin 

er con r- ood n ustry, and her standard of living .a~ in or in 

t of 6 p r o nt p r ann • :ier p r capita consu ption 

t nd r pidly appro ched th t of' erica ; a a r ult, of 

d fro coro ry ttac ro e ry .ttedly and e approaching 

op 

and d h 

8 biz r 

nd 

0 

h Russi str ed he or 1 i ue i~volv d 

of it . All ov r the orld Communiot and u ian 

d that war , which initi lly m rely eant t 

illin of oldi r , bu i th end cam to m an th wholesale illing 

of oivi 1 n, wo n nd children - well a oldier , re 

now thin of th 

and boli h ar . 

thank to us 1 1 decision to forgo, abrogate 

id, over and ov r again, that \uesia as 

th onl t 1 C i tian nation, since he lon , amo the Gre t 

Power , upbol in h Sixt h Co mand ent. II 

• o ib 11 y th t it might b to us ia' vantag to adopt 

thi TP of y a discussed by zil d in n extensiv tiel 



oo no 

hich 

Sci n 

licit 

and in ' 

be ond r 

propo d 

in 

in 

in 

(co inu d) a. 

in th e ru ry 1 u of th 1 ull tin of th io 

1960. It i n t h ther zilard' a.rtiol 

onse other than notice in ' ek ' , in rica, 

0 0 11'' in u i • art ole 

ni ion nd ed to convey ion that Szilard 

u 1 me ric ou ht to d moli l c ot r' citie 

o no n ible urpo i it infor tion rom 

sugg te in i sue of Apri 20, 196 ' 
t 

' 
an d for Szilard offering o e change his 00 01 

edic ion of mori 1 Hospit 1 in Y rk £ r a bed 

6 i e P ychi trio Divi ion of th hospital. ome of 

hi ric or me b r th t Szilard made a prediction 

cone rni gy hich th u sian oul dopt if there re 

no g nr ant, but th y re ember only thnt he predicted 

thi r out rec llin hat it wa t t ne :predicted . 

ft r hi d zil rd ppe s to have eceived o e recogni ion , 

0 r , fro hi colleagu s, ho nam d mall crater ter 

hi m - on th ck id of the moon . 



An e.cerpt fro 'T e Voice of the Dol hin 'by L o Szilard . ----------------------------------------------------------

a P ag el cted 

fro " he Voice of t e .Dolphins" . 

There are peopl in merica who beli ve th t merio and u sia 

are le s li ely to re ort to force again t each other if w r m an all 

au atomic d truction and ther fore they are not in favor of dl cussing 

any altern tive stra gies which a~e aimed t limiting the destruction 

in ca e of Th adoption of a trategy t~at involves all out 

destruction may discourage a resort to force, but it does not reduce the 
rh-i-"~>i--

probab 1·ty of it to zero, and one~ wonder whether there is much 

erit in a strategy hioh makes ar more terrible in the oame eaeure a 

i t iq t1 lea likely . 

lternative strat gie are discus·ed both publicly and secretly 

in merica, perh p more than anywhere el e in the orld . "The Voice of 

the Dolphins' old ov r 30 , 000 copies in America and has een read by some 

of the key people in the US Department of Defense . 

The elected p age reai : 

"No one had any daub that the revolution in Iraq , which caught 

America by uprise in 1970, was in fact Co uniat- inspired , and merica 

re pon ed pro ptly by landing troop in Lebanon and Jordan . Thi time 

America was d termined to settle the issue of con rol of the Middle East 

and thus o nd , one an for all , the threat tha estern Europe might 

be cut off from ts iddle ast oil upply . Egypt and Syria declared 

hat h y auld regard an invasion of Iraq by American troops as an 
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att c a i t · elve • Turkish troop ere poi ed to mov 

nto yri 
' d u a a a ooncentr ting troop on t e Tur ish 

border, for h purpo of restr inin urk y . 

t i point ric proclaimed tL t he wa pr pared to 

end troo in, o ur ey, to use small ato ic bombs in oomb t a. 

R ian troop on ·~rki oil and, perh p , also in ot pur uit 

b yond t Kish- uaaian boundary. 

It pp ared that Ru sia st~on ly di liked the roapect of 

fi hting an ato io ar on h r southern border . There wa littl 

inet 

assurance th t uch ar ould not spread ana inally end u in an 

all-out ar, and ra her t an to ta e thi ri k us ia decided to 

adop rat gy of another kind . In a note, which a kept v ry ort, 

she proclaimed that he would not reai t by ~orca of arm in the iddle 

ast an m rican inva ion of that area, but would, r ther, se k to 

"det r" erica b etting a hig. price for sue an invasion . he 

price auld b et, however, not in terms of human lif ut ol ly in 

term of prop rty. 

h u sian note listed t elve American citie by name. uesia 

tated th t if A rican troops oro sed over into Iraq une would ingle 

out on of he t elve citie, ive t1 t city four w eks of arning 

to per it it orderly v cuation, ae ell as to allow time to make 

arran ment for h f ding and housing of refugees, and thereafter 

t e city auld be demolish d with one ingle lon -range rocket . 

pli d in note which wo. ev n horter and intimated 

th t ror ac city that Rue ia demoli h d in A 

demoli h two ci iee in Ru eia . 

ic , America auld 
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1 ngth 

hi u 

th t i 

;. 

ia repli d in second not note of unpr c ert ed 

m ioa ere to de oli t o oiti in u for 

ch o ty i ht ave d ol1 h d in if 

ach c 1 ty that 

d truct on of 

to do olish two citie in A r· oa for 

ric oli h d in u i • th n th ven 

0 

1 

ci y oul 

o e 

i r o a.in of v n 

io of 11 American 

ould, t by t Pt 

ell all usaian oiti s . 

inc cl rly ric could not po ibly ant this re ult, e hould 

not uch thr of "two for one" and expect 1 t to b beli v l • 

u si , on p t, ould toler e A rio 1 demol .ing one u ian 

c'ty, in r turn for u i •s having de oli hed one Am rican city. 

ut for c dditional ci y that A erioa i ht d moli h, u sia would 

e oli h one d just on dditional city in America . 

Th no ada t cl ar that ven t ough ussia ould abid y 

such 

ould b 

city d 

note 

of in 

city . 

a in 

i u d 

and all 

Am ri 

of th 

princip o ''on for on " , this did not ea.n that A eric 

fr to demoli h a large city in Rue i in return for small 

ol hed in erioa . hat would count in t is re peat, the 

t , o ld b tne ize of the city, a expr s ed by the number 

bit nt r h r than by th number of squar ileo covered by the 

t 

nty-four hour aft r this Russi n note w received in 

on, t Divi ion of Vital Stati tic of t e Vienna In titute 

docu nt hich li ted the numb r of in bit nt of 11 American 

i citi In their pr f c he olphin tated th t if 

o inv d Iraq, and Ru ia were to de oli h one 

ci 1 e had listed, und ir bl controv ray mi t 



ri on th i u of which Am ric an city qu 1 to which ia.n 

city, un1 thentic li t of th number of inha. 1 ants r adily 

v i1 bl • 

i oc nt u d so promp ly that it r u ed u i 

u pia· n . hought hat 0 ho t Vi nna In ti te 

i ht av d in id nfor ation abo t Ru ian intentions d thu 

een 1 to p n dvance this 11 t of citi American and 

riti tat o often aid that the u ian er un r dictabl 

th fin 11 t u an the elves ca 0 b 1' v it . her is no 

re son, o ev r, to thin th t the Vienna Institute had any a.dvano 

infor ion . th r, 1 eem hat th dolphins, being not inferior 

in int 11' enc to the n in o co o d vised u ia' policites , 

er f quent y ble o pr diet th moves that u a ould make . This 

vi w 1 orn out y th f w record of th Vienn I titute which 

eurvivi d th fire that destroyed the In titut in 1990. 

The oond Rus i n note cau ed turmoil in a hington. Variou 

roup ur d th t th overnm nt adopt a rigid po icy of d moli hing 

t o us 1 n citie for each city demolish d i n Amerio , or that it 

aocep th ncip1 of "one for on ," or th it do neither, but ju t 

. eep th Ru ian e sing . 

t ting of the ationa1 S ourity Council several publio-

el tion rt ex r seed the view tr~t ere u ia actually to 

d oli h on of the tw lv cities he d li t a, the public would 

de nd th ric r t lite by domoli hin· a numb r of u ian cities . 

h y id th id nt would thu not b bl to a ide y the 



prinoi le o "on or one," ven if h d red to do so, without 

eriou ly ri in the d feat of i p rty at the ne t el ction • 

Gov rn ent c upon ed Gallup to conduct a poll on 

an no i • esident of the thirty lar t citi were 

a ... d heth r 'f oohester, ew York , on of the t elve citie 

na a , r oli h d , America ou ht to retaliat by demoli hing 

ju t one i n city, or whether he ou ht to ret lia.to by 

d molishing number of Russian cities . To the urprise or the 

Gov rnment, 85 per c nt of tho who h d an opinion favored the 

demoli h:Ln of ju t one u sian city . In r tro poet , thi re ponse 

doe not ppear o be so very surprising; th peopl polled knew 

very w 11 that if erica were to d moliuh two u sian cities in 

r t liation for ochester , Russia ould deaoli h one additional 

A erican city - and this additional city mig t b their own . 

So e of th members of the lational S curity Council declined 

to take thi poll t it face value and aid t at the people would 

react differently if Roche ter were ctually demolished . The rather 

involv d p ch lo ·io 1 argument they cited in upport of their view 

wa nev r put to 

Iraq . 

te t , ho ever , for America did not intervene in 

ithin f w day after the receipt of the fir~t u ian note 

w ioh li ted th twelve citie , people e~un tor gi tcr in ashington 

s lo byi t for one or another of the twelv cities , and ten day 

later here not otel room to be h in the w ol city. It a. 



1. 

u di d r ve gr t economic b n fit from her deci ion 

to ar . In hart ord r, she a bali hed her ir orce and her 

entir avy , including her fleet of submarine ; he al o red c d 

h r r and r taine only a comparatively mall number of highly 

obi e uni equipp d ith m chine gun and light tanks . Russia 

con inu d 0 in ain , of course, a large number o long- range rock t 

aunt d on trucks or on railroad cars , which were con tantly moved 

aroun 0 h r igh ays and railroad track • 

A e result of the eoonomie thu achieve 
' Ru. sia as able to 

inve t 25 p r cent of her national incot:le in capit 1 goo serving 

her con,u er- goods industry, and her standard of liv'ng was increa ing 

t the rate of 8 per cent p r annum . ier per capita cons~mption 

of cats and fat rapidly approached that of America ; aa a result , 

death from coron ry attack ro e very m rkedly and were approaching 

e A erican fi re • 

Prop nd ise the Russians strea cd the moral iasu involved 

and ade the mo t of it . All over the world Communists and Ru sian 

sympathizer proclai ed that wars , hich initially merely meant the 

kil lin of soldier , but in the end ca e to mean the wholesale killing 

of ci 'lin n , women and children - a well a soldiers , wer 

now t ing o tne past , thank to Russia ' s decision to forgo, abrog e 

and aboll. h war . hey sai , over and over again, that lus ia was 

the o y tru y Christian nation , since he alone , among the Great 

* II ower , a upholding the Sixth Com andment . 

* e po ibility that it might be to Russia ' advantage to adopt 

i type of tr t gy wao discussed by Szilard ~n an xten ive articl 



6. 

th o t po rful lo by t at ev r 

e io o unc r in y, hi lobby 

it a in ton. ft r n initial 

edi ori 1 u ort oro th n tion, in forcin re- x min tion ot 

th ho id 1 tern i Doubt re r i ed to whether 

e ter urop wa lly in dan er of losin it upply of i dl 

a t r il, inc h r wa. o oth r rket for it. It as d 

t hile th pric of oil from the iddl •ast could be rai d, it 

could not r i ed v ry uoh , since it could b r plac d by ~il from 

the S • th re ult of a re- xa ination of the whole 1 ue, 

e ica ci d to ithdra h r troops fro Lebanon and Jordan. 

his decision wa r ach d in the face of trenuous oppo ition 

on th rt of a all, but vocal and influential, roup of opinion 

a er • Th re w prophet of doom who declared that if er ca 

yi ld d o us i • threat on this occn ion , then from here on u eia 

would b in o ition to et her ay on any is ue 1 he would b 

in po ition o oha t map at will , simply by threat ning to 

demoli h a limit d numb r of American c~tieQ , inca e America OJould 

try locally , by force of ar • 

ly th e propheci s proved to be incorrect . For th 

ti e b in , 1 a t, u eia pp ared to b quite t i tied wi h the 

p i stood . rue enough , a number of nations in Southea t sia 

went Co uni t, and o did several nations in Africa . On ~he other 

hand, th Co uni t 

u 

overnment of raq broke iplomatic relatione with 

ain t Rue ia ' e u plying oil at out- rate pric to 

demon trating one or t t t e capital at 

u i , in rot 

t rn urop , 

nation hav no onopoly in feudine with ch other . 



00 0 (continue ) a. 

w ch ppe in h bruary u of b 'Bull tin of the A 
Sc ntists ' in 196 t i not known hether Szilard ' articl 
elici e any e p n e oth r than a notice in ' Ne wee ' ,in erica, 
an in' od1l 1 , in ' e k ' cond ns d thi rtic1e 
beyond n t1on nd n to convey the i pression that zilard 
propo i nd America ought to demoli h eac oth r ' cities 
in g - to no ensible purpose . in its information fro 

, 'Kroko il ' sugg t din t issue o April 20, 1960 , t1a 
e 1 carry an ad for Szilard offering to exchange his Room 812 

in the edica1 Division of emorial llospi al in ew Yor for a ed 
in ard 6 in th Psychia r1c Division of h e hos ital . o e of 
hi rio n coll s do remember t at Szilard made a prediction 
cone rni th y hioh the ussian would adopt if there wer 
no gener disar bu they re ember only that he predic ed so a-
thing rather crazy, ithout recallin what i as tl t h pred1cted . 

f r his d th , Szilard appears to have received ome recognition , 
owever , fro hi us ian colleagues , who named a small crater af er 

him - on the back ide of the oon . 
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