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Dear Mr. President: 
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MINNIC S. WOODSON 

:\s one of the few minority political persons who is not disappointed 
with your performance with regard to solving the problems in our communities, 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you for actually exceeding 
mv expec t.:lt ions in that area. I would also like to take this opportunity to 
commend you for taking a daring step forward and beginning the 1980 Presidential 
CampQign in otl1er than the traditional location. Mexico City sure beats the 
p.:.•:1nuts out of New Hampshire in many ways. Perhaps you and Senator Kennedy, 
who is awaited in Mexico with great anticipation by many people, could together 
pccsu.:1de all of the other 1980 presidential candidates to kick off their campaigns 
i 11 ~ll>x ico City as well. If all the Democrats, Republicans, Raza Unida, 
(ullscrva t ives, Liberals, and all the others send their candidates to Mexico as 
a prelude to the 1980 races, Mexico's economy might start booming just from the 
dis cussions that will ensue about all those dollars and all those petropesos. 

I would like to take this opportunity, Mr. President, as you prepare to v1s1t 
my other country, to discuss with you some matters of common concern, such as 
ed uc a tion, immigration, human rights, dollars and petropesos, and the D. C. 
Public Schools. It is almost a pity that you have refused for over a year 
to m~et with the leadership of the Chicano Movement. We might have been able 
to pr~pare you for your visit to the land of love, peace, and a freedom-loving 
peop l e whose roots on this continent go back many thousands of years. You might 
h:we J earned that the "Hispanic" l?..art of our roots is only a part of the mixture 
of Asian, African, European, and ~erican Native that makes up the Mexican. It 
,·an be s.:1id that, even though the Indian and the Spanish parts of us are greater, all 
people in this world are our people. You might also have learned that the only 
diff e rence between a Chicano and a Mexican is a border imposed on us in 1848 
~t the point of a gun. You might have noticed that, in spite of how we have 
collec tively been culturally abused by the educational system of the U. S., 
l.:1cge numbers of us are still aware that, in spite of being occupied by the 
government you head for the last 143 years, we realize that our roots, 
~or t llamericanized as they have become externally, internally are firmly planted 
in the land of Hidalgo, Juarez, Hadero, and Zapata. 
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If, instead of deciding to discredit us in a White House meeting almost 
a year ago, rather than meet with us as has President Lopez Portillo, you had 
chosen to learn about our problems as Chicanos facing barriers to opportunity 
in our own country, you would be better prepared for your trip. Instead of 
meeting with us, you have ordered efforts to discredit and destabilize us. 
TI1ese politically motivated efforts have resulted in the denial of economic 
development funds to the people of Zavala County, Texas, the planting of one of 
Hr. 13 -.:- zezinski's agents as the Director of the Council of Hispanic Agency 
Directors in our local D. C. Latino community, the continued harassment of 
Rcies Tijerina and Jose Angel Gutierrez, the government-sponsored attacks on 
t he Raza Unida Party, a government-assisted campaign against bilingual/bicultural 
education--legislated in Title VII of the ESEA and guaranteed in the Treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, a document violated by the U. S. since its signing. 

It is ironic, Mr. President, that in less than two years you find yourself 
rushing down to buy gas and oil from the very same people that you have wanted 
to keep out of this country since your entry into office. Your pencilled in 
''1-!erits consideration" to a Charles Kirbo memorandum suggesting that a good 
jobs program for Chicanos would be to stand along the border to keep Mexicans 
out of the United States indicates an attitude inconsistent with your pronounce­
ments on human rights. Your Immigration Plan, the INS-KKK joint operations along 
the border, the increase in police brutality against our people, the attacks 
agai ns t us by the Federal government in housing, education, health care, and 
economi c development all serve to indicate an anti-Mexican, anti-Chicano policy 
tha t is consis tent with the anti-Black, anti-Indian, anti-Latina, anti-female, 
3n t i - .:ged, anti-poor, and anti-youth activities of your and prior Administrations. 

A N D Y E T Y 0 U W A N T T H A T 0 I L 

You want to spread a few dollars around Mexico today so that you won't 
be i nundated with petropesos tomorrow. Is it perhaps your fear that many 
of t hos e petropesos will pass through Chicano hands that motivates your actions with 
r ega r J to us? Is it your f ear that equality for us--meaning, as it will, a 
drasti c improvement in the lifestyle of the migrant farmworker, as a beginning-­
wilJ a l so mutually improve across the board the condition of Blacks, Indians, 
Asians , and Latinos in this society? Our communities have been starved too long 
of the dollars needed for education, housing, and social services. Do you fear we 
might be able to get some petropesos to help us out, too? 

.... 
~ 

One word of caution. Before you and Chase Manhattan begin spending all 
those petropesos, it might be a good ideas to provide Mexico with some "no­
s trings attached'' technical assistance and dollars so that Pemex can verify 
the existence of all that oil. You wouldn't want to buy up all we've got only 
to discover that there wasn't quite as much as the CIA and the Washington 
Pos t said there was, would you? Both of them, by the way, have been wrong on 
quite a number of things lately. 
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Since che long-term investment has to be in people, not in gas, oil, and 
weapons, you might, while in Mexico, commit some dollars to help provide 
improved educational opportunities in our barrios and ghettoes from here to the 
Guatemalan border. You might even consider going beyond. It would be an improve­
ment if the U. S. spent as much on education as it does on the military adventurism 
and police-state tactics fuat imposes its will on Latinos from the streets of 
N~w York to the fields of the Rio Grande Valley to the halls of government from 
Guatemala to Chile. 

As a real gesture of friendship toward the Mexican people, you could announce 
the end of all U. S. intelligence operations in Mexico, with the proviso that 
the same amount of money would go to "no-strings" community-based economic develo­
nent. After all, your spies do spend a lot of dollars all oyer Mexico. 

Some of us appreciate your family's and your efforts in learning Spanish. 
~~ny of us would appreciate it more if all government workers providing service 
in our communities would do so. Af ter all, if Mr. Castillo's INS agents can 
harass us in our own language, there is no reason why those portions of government 
designed to help us can't learn to communicate with us as well. 

I know you will enjoy Mexico's hospitality and weather. While you are gone, 
you certainly must admire your fellow farmers braving the cold here to 
remind us that they can't pay their farmworkers a decent wage, let alone them­
selves, because of the government-supported greed of the big agri-business 
conglomerates who have invaded the family farm in this country with the same 
viciousness they have used throughout Mexico and the rest of Latin America. 

But, as I mentioned earlier, if you would meet with and talk with us instead 
of acting against us, you would be aware of these things and more. We would 
certainly be able to meet with you after your Mexican trip ~s well. I hope the 
preceding ideas will be helpful as you visit the homeland of Mexicans and Chicanos. 
I feel confident that if you get to really know the Mexican people, you will, 
upon your return, repudate all your commitments to David Rockefeller and his 
Trilateralists and will begin attaching some meaning to all of those populist 
promises made in the last campaign. You would do this because you would learn 
that, in s-pite of Mexico's "distance from God and proximity to the U. S.", 
in spite of the U. S. corporate control of Nexico's economy, in spite of the 
multitude of U. S. intelligence operatives tacoing their way around Mexico, 
in spite of the poverty, racism, <liscasc, and ignorance promoted in our Chicano 
Latino communities, in spite of all these things and more, the spirit of Zapata is 
alive in all Nexicans. \.Je all know that someday the land truly must belong to those 
who work it. 

As if these matters were not enough--Mr. President--! must also share some 
matters with you in your capacity as a concerned parent of a child in our public 
schools. First, you are invited to participate in the events connected with 
\.Jilmington 10 Awareness Day in the D. C. Public Schools on March 21st of this year. 
TI1at would be a perfect opportunity for you to announce a Patty Hearst-like order 
of executive clemency for Reverend Ben Chavis and the rest of the ten. Secondly, 
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if your inclination is to, instead of dialogue, retaliate against me for my 
human rights activities and for this letter, please be aware of two concerns: 

1. The contents of this letter are my own, do not in their entirety 
reflect an official position of this Board of Education, and are 
protected by the First Amendment to the U. S. Constitution. 

2. Please do not direct any attacks, such as interference with grants, etc. 
against the D. C. Public School System. Hurting the children of this 
city for my expression of opinion, as a public official, on public 
issues would be just a bit much. 

You as a matter of fact, could work ~ith us to increase our Congressional . 
appropriation back up to at least the minimum amount requested by the Board 
of Education and subsequently reduced by our own City Council. We would welcome 
your support. The children all over this city all need your help when it comes 
to providing for their education. 

Please enjoy Mexico. Her hospitality is unsurpassed. 

FSC:ncg 

... ... 

() 
~£... Corona 

ge 
Education 
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From the Offi ce of Fr ank Shaffe r-Corona 
Memb e r, At-Large , D.C. Board o f Education 

Conta c t the above office at 724 - 4283 

At 2:00 p.m. t oday , Mr . Fr ank Shaffer-Corona, elected member of the D. C. 

Board of Education, me t with officials at the Embas sy of the Islamic Republic of 

Iran i n Washi ngton, D.C . This meeting was held to discuss the treatment and 

pos si b le release of Ma r ine Cpl. Willi am Gal leges of Pueblo, Colorado, and any other 

Chica no , Puerto Rican o r American Indian detainees. 

l'"r . Shaffe r - Corona, as the first and only elected Ch lcanostatewtde public e>ffictal 

on t h ~ East Coast , made his appea l for t h ir relea se on the same basis as the 

ar l i cr re l ea se of the Blacks and wome n from ~e American Embassy in Iran. NBecause 

of t hL ma ny injus t i ces and oppre ssions suffe red by th e Chic ano and La tino popu l a ti ons 

i n t his country , whi ch at 22 ,000,000 constitu t es the second l a rge s t racial minor i ty 

in th e U.S., he an d othe r Ch i cano leaders fe e l that the se capti ves should be accorded 

the sane treatmen t as the Blac ks.'' 

Mr . Sha ffe r-Co rona se rves as the Washington Re presenta t ive and spokesperson 

of L- Raz a Un ida Pa rty , whos e Nati onal Chairman is J uan Jo s ~ P e~a of New Mexico, and 

whose Secretary of Inte rna tional Relations is J os~ Angel Gutierrez of Texas. He 

ser ves t hat same ro l e for the Alianz a de Pue b los Li bres headed by Rei e s Lopez Tijerina. 

Mr . Sha f f er-Co rona pointed out t hatPChicanos are Mexicans who have lived under 

the yoke of U.S. impe ri a l agg res s ion and occupation since the land was stolen from 

Mex i co in 1836 and 1846. Fo r 200 years the Latin Ame r ican countries have experienced 

t he sawe kind o f U.S . dom ination and control t hat Iran experienced between 1953 and 

1979. As f e l low vict ims of U.S. greed and raci sm , Iran and the Latino community must 
I) lea r n 1nore abou t on e another and stand together. 

The refore , as an expre ssion of that need fo r understanding between opp ressed 

peop les , Mr. Sha ffe r- Corona urged t he rel ea se of Cpl. Gal l eges , as well as Messrs. 

Lope z (o f Ar izona) and Val de z (of California). 

The se comnu ni cat ions were favorably received by the I r anian Embassy offici a ls 

and t his plea, a long wit h s up porting documentati on outl i ning Chicano gri evances 

and h'sto ry, a re being fo rwar ded immediate ly t o Tehran for consideration. Mr. 

Juan Jos ~ Pe~a in i t i ated a si mi lar r eq uest to the Iranians some three weeks ago. 

PA l R ICI J. I:. VANS MINER 
EXE C UTI ·/ € SECRETARY 

- - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - ~ - - -

L Ayot t olah Ruhollah Musavi Khomeini 
c/o Emb. of the Islamic Rep. of Iran 
3005 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Wa s hington, D. C. 20008 

j i-~fu J ff:n;:o2) :97-657 
PRESIDENTIAL BUILDING ~~ 

4 1!H2TH STR EET, N . W . JAMES E. OR-J/;? 
W A SHINGTO N , D .C. 200 04 GENER AL COU NS E L. 

(202) 724-4201 
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Ayo t. tolah Ruhollah Husavi Khomeini 
•: /o En ha ssy o f the I s a mic Republic of Iran 
300.) ~· tss achuset.ts Ave. , N.W. 
W;tshitltton, D.C. 20008 

De<Jr 1\ \ o tto l l a h Khomeini: 

CAROL L. SCHWARTZ 
VICE PRESI DENT 

A LAI RE B. RIF.FI'IEL 
CONRAD P. SMITH 
JOHN E. WAf~ R£N 

By way of introd uction, I am the firs t Chicano elected t o statewide public 
di. i ct lH1 the East Coast of the United Sta t es and i n t he Distr ict of Columbia, 
\-. iH:;r e. :1 lies \.Jc sh:ington, "The Capital of the Emp j re." Chicanos a re Mexicans who have J : ved under the yoke of U.S. i perial aggress i on and occupation since our 
l a11d w •s stolen from Me xico in 1836 and 1846. We and other Latino peop l e constitute tt1e se o nd largest oppressed racial minority in the United States, Our countries , forth'' hundred years of U. S. domination and control, have exper ienced what yours 

IHH> ut·twe en 19 53 and 1979. As fellow victims of U.S. greed and racism we must lenn1 11.0 r e about one ano ther, and we must stand to~€' th e1· . In addition t o being a 
meml1t"r of t he Board o f Education , I am the Washington Repr esentat ive o f La Ra za Unida r dr ty, whose National Chairman is Juan Jose Pena of New ?-1exico , and whose 
Sccret .1ry of I nternat i o na l Relations is Jos€ Angel Gut ierr ez of Texas. I am also L•le Wash ington Represent a tive of Re i es Lopez Tijerina and the Alianza de Pueblos 
l.ibr~s. As the Wa s hing ton Representative for t he se na tional organizations and leaders , and speaking i n the name of s ome 22,000,000 colonized Chicanos and Latinos, I wuu l d hope that the enclosed materials, once th ey have been studied by your advisors , \·1111 t'ldigh ten you about our histo ry a nd our condit ion within North American socie t y . 

i\L· app lauded yuu:r action in releasing the wome n and Blacks f rom within the U.S . 
F~l>ls!: compound. We now ask that in the s ame s pirit of solidarity you extend this 
~.am~ . •n<:>i deration t o the Chicanos, and any Puerto Ri cans a nd North American I ndians 
IN110 mi!) 1t be detained among the 50 Embassy per sonnel . I would add that we (La Raza lnidJ l'.nty) have taken the position tha t th e Shah s hould be r eturned to Iran as a 
C'l)r,di t 1 •)n for the release of the ~.fuite Nor t h Americnn males . I would personally add 
LILJL tl .' U. S. , Tra n, and the res t of t he world woulci benef i t if Nixon, Kissinger , and Dilvi l l·•c kefeller w2re al s o to be turned over to your judicial system for approp r iate 
t l ia ! '' 1d punishment alon g with t he bi llions of do)} ors stolen from you r people, 

1 l13ve stated t hese posi tions publicalJy as lta v e other Chicano leaders . We are looki:1h forward to yo ur expedi tiou s and f av orable tr ea tment o f our reques t , so that 
1 ur peo~• J e um better understand the need for s 1 idarity and cooperation. 

f'ATRICif, F. VA NS MINER 
t:XE CUT I', E SEC REY ARV 

PRESIDENTIAL BUILDI NG 
415·12 T H ST RE!: T , N .W . 

WASHINGTO N, D .C. 20004 
(202) 724 ·4289 

JAMES E. BROWN 
C.EN£RAL COUNSE L 
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The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Hr. President: 

February 11, 1980 

It would appear from various recent press reports, conversations with 
constituents, and the following cartoon strip that there is a bit of concern 
about your and my use of the telephone at taxpayers• expense during the events 
of the past couple of months . 

Ooonesbury 

While there might be some here in this colonized District of Columbia who 
share your keen interest in farm problems in Iowa, weather conditions in Maine, 
and highway travel in New Hampshire, I would prefer to think it more significant 
for al 1 concerned to share with you some matters of importance that I have 
learned in recent phone conversations related to the Iranian crisis, including 
some 16 directly with the students inside the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. This 
information should prove valuable to you in that it may wel 1 complement and 
supplement that which you receive from your advisors, who are known for the 
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excellent job they have done in isolating you from the people. Please remember 
that it is this type of isolation which led to the excesses of one of your recent 
predecessors. If it is not too late to reverse the process of this isolation 
in yourself, perhaps you will consider becoming more sensitive to the needs of 
the people. The needs of people should be more important to you than the needs 
of Chase Manhattan, the Shah, and the armaments and oil corporations, particu­
larly if "human rights 11 is more than a rhetorical theme by which future historians 
are to remember you. 

One group of people from whom you are particularly isolated are some of the 
parents of some of the hostages, with whom I have recently met. Their frustra­
tion at your Administration's inability to peacefully extricate us from the mess 
caused by your generous and ill-advised hospitality of a few months ago is 
growing to a level which will not be placated by monthly PR-type trips to 
Washington. 

It is important for you to know that many people in this country will not 
be duped by the blatant effort of the White House and the big media and big 
business to build a level of war fever and "patriotic11 hysteria unknown in 
almost 40 years. Please do not think that you can sail unscathed into re-election 
on the backs of the hostages, their families, and the concern of the rest of us 
for a peaceful, non-violent solution to this situation. 

People in this country are becoming openly frustrated with the carefully 
orchestrated efforts of your Administration to infest this country with war 
fever. Many are further angered by your rather transparent attempts at 
exploiting the hostage situation to the advantage of your re-election campaign. 
The imposition or threat by the White House of economic sanctions against the 
mayors and governors of this country seems to be bearing you more fruit than your 
efforts to similarly irritate the people of Iran. The ABSCAM caper speaks to 
the level of corruption rampant in this city, but it also reveals the type of 
fascist tactics you will allow to be practiced in order to undermine the anti­
poverty and anti-racism efforts of a John Jenrette or the labor support of a 
Harrison Williams. Many people object to the fact that the U.S. and Canada 
managed to hold six American hostages in Tehran some two and a half months longer 
than necessary and then brought them out in a manner designed to provoke rather 
than pacify. 

Based on my own direct communications, I am keenly aware of the inability 
of the White House, the State Department, the Pentagon, and other elements of 
the U.S. government to communicate with the Iranian government or the students 
inside the compound. The world is aware of your ability to talk to those 
concerned. There is a world of difference, as those very few of us who have 
engaged in serious and respectful dialogue with the three major "players" have 
clearly seen. The consultation and support of the Raza Unida Party and the 
sacrifice and understanding of the citizens of the District of Columbia have made 
possible the significant progress made in our efforts to move this uncontrolled 
crisis to a posture of respectful negotiations. 

The amount of duplicity demonstrated by the State Department in these 
procedures is frightening when one considers that they are supposed to be closer 
to reality than the rest of the bureaucracy. Their attempt to eliminate one 
of the most significant communications 1 inks for clearly no other reason than 
that it represents a Chicano/Mexican breakthrough and solution to this whole 
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mess is consistent with the anti-Mexican attitude demonstrated by yourself and 
your Administration since you took office. The following facts support this 
conclusion: 

1. The intervention at the White House and Cabinet levels against the 
venture capital CSA grant to the Zavala County Economic Development Corporation 
to prevent economic growth for Chicanos in South Texas and the subsequent hiding 
behind "executive privilege" soil your hands with your own "Aguagate". 

2. The Carter Immigration Plan, inspired as it was by the Corwin Memorandum, 
clearly placed you in concert with the Kissinger solution to ''the Mexican 
problem" promoted by both of your immediate predecessors. 

3. The lack of access to the White House and your refusal to meet with 
the elected and popularly chosen leadership of the Chicano nation indicate your 
feelings toward our people. Surely after several phone calls on important 
matters you can let Esteban Torres do better than a form letter as a response. 
On this point you have broken a personally made commitment. 

4. In the summer of 1977 you penciled in "Merits consideration' 1 on a 
memorandum to you from Charles Kirbo which suggested that a good jobs program 
for Chicanos would be to have us stand shoulder-to-shoulder along the border to 
keep Mexicans out of the U.S. Your hiding behind humor as a defense at the time 
hardly absolves you of your racism at this time. 

5. Your remarks at public events during your visit to Mexico indicate your 
unwillingness to accept the fact that "Montezuma 1 s revenge" is, in fact, all 
that oil. It is apparent that you would rather let the American people go 
without than stomach the notion of having to treat Mexicans with respect. 

Your negative attitude toward Mexico, Mexicans, and especially outspoken 
Chicanos prevents you from seeing the parallels between the Iranian Revolution 
and the Mexican Revolution of 1910. Your blindness hides from you the 
similarities of U.S. intervention in Iran to similar capers in Mexico, Central 
and South America, and elsewhere throughout the world. The inflexibility of 
your advisors prevents respect from entering the proceedings, and the recent 
decision by the State Department to severoneof the most significant communica­
tions 1 inks speaks to your Nixon ian fear of the people. I would neyer have 
entered into these communications via the method agreed upon if the State 
Department had made severing these contacts at their whim a precondition. 
upheld my part of the agreement, what prompted them to renegue on theirs? 

There~ a people-level solution to this whole mess. It cannot be imposed 
by the heavy-handed, duplicitous, and unilateral tactics of the State Department. 
It cannot be aided by the inflammatory, divisive statements of your advisors 
and immediate staff whenever the Iranians make a positive gesture. It cannot 
be assisted by the headlong mad rush to war which the White House seems to be 
promoting in between prayer meetings and phone calls to New Hampshire. There 
is a solution--one which will respect all the parties concerned, improve the 
relations of this country to the rest of the world, significantly heal domestic 
divisions, and prevent a war. I would like to discuss this solution with you 
personally. Please do not be afraid of the people if you are sincere. 

You have a daughter in our D.C. Public Schools. She is a member of our 
community. You as her father can afford to isolate yourself no longer from 
this community. We do not want a draft. We do not want to see our young 
Blacks, Chicanos, Latinos, and women turned into cannon fodder for the continued 
growth of Exxon's profit margins, which you seem to be singularly unable to tax 
meaningfully. We in D.C. are particularly sensitive to the efforts of one of 
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your staunchest supporters--our Mayor--to undermine childrens 1 education by 
cutting the school system 1 s budget, sell school buildings, and hasten the 
displacement process of Third World people and working people away from the 
centers of power and decision-making in this city. You as President and as a 
concerned parent can set an example that will begin to reverse these destructive 
trends. The ever-escalating war hysteria wil 1 only divert still more badly 
needed funds from public education. 

call on you to instruct the State Department tore-establish the direct 
lines of communication which were beginning to bear fruit and I request that 
you make yourself available at once for a meeting on this matter. The symptoms 
of chaos are numerous and widespread. The chance of a mishap is too great. 
Who occupies the house you live in a year from now is not quite as important 
as the desire that the house and this city and its people~ here a year from 
now . 
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July 10, 1980 

TO: Leaders of the Lati (Community 

Frank Shaffer-Corona, r, At-Large, FROM: 
D.C. Board of Educati 

SUBJECT: L~~C Resolution re International Tensions 

J'rank Shaffer-Corona 
At-Large 

Enclosed you will find copies of my remarks to the LULAC 

Annual Convention on June 28, 1980, and a resolution approved 

at that convention resolving LULAC support for any and all 

efforts to reduce tensions in the world's trouble spots, 

especially serious and respectful efforts that will result ln 

the release of American hostages from Iran. 

As you probably know, I and other members of La Raza Unida 

have been active in such efforts for some time. It is sincerely 

hoped that" the passage of this resolution will encourage many 

other members of the Latino leadership nationwide to also 

support such efforts. 

Enclosures 

(OVER) 



\I 'ffilEREAS, the world we live ln is llled with ten 1ons wnlcn are 

capable at any time of erupting in to a condition of war; and 

~EREAS, cognizant of the inter-relationships that exist in today's 

world, we are mindful that conditions in the Middle East, in Iran, in 

Central America, and other plac.es do actually affect the lives of all 

His panics; and 

~EREAS, the increase in t ensions around the world has shifted our 

national priorities from much needed programs like bilingual educa tion, 

housing, health care, employment, and civil rights; and 

4 WHEREAS, we must recogni ze the significance of the words of Benito 

Juarez: "Respect for the righ ts of o thers is peace" and we must reaf f irm 

our commitment to t ha t belief; 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that LULAC supports any and all efforts 

to reduce tensions in the world's trouble spots , especially serious and 

• 
respectful efforts lhat will r esult in the release of American hostages 

from Iran. 
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Brothers and Sist ers, Pl atform guest s , Pr esident Bon i I Ia --Than k you 

to r allowing me ~o we lcome you to the District of Columbia, a jur i sd icti on 
wh ich a lso , I ike t he Chicano or Hi span ic o r Mex ican nation , suffers from 
les s than eq ua l representation in the U.S. Th i s i s a cjty with no Senators 
and no vote in Congress . A co lony--and yet he re i s the cap ital c ity--an 
amorphous thing ca ll ed Washington. It is because of what happens in 
Washington, whi c h is right here in D.C. --my city--that I must stand before 
you in shame . In shame because it is this city which up unti I now has 
control led our destiny--from the i nvas ions of Mex ico in 1836 and '46 unti I 
now . For 144 -years this city has orches trated many of our problems-­
inf lati on , hous i ng , immigrati on , po l ice brutality, rac i sm a nd cultural con­
fusi on. Your presence he r e has begun to change al I that. 

Each and every one of you is to be congratulated for being here and 
participat ing i n this histo0c convent ion. Each of you is here out of a 
s i ncere belief that it i s our turn as a peop le to make a difference . You 
a re right--it is! We wi I I make a difference during the coming decade. 
In spite of being sandwiched i n between the gal lop to the right on one 

end and the sceptre Ch icano nat iona l i sm on the other , you --each and 
eve ry one of you--have the opportun ity to participate i n shap ing the most 
significant decade in a lI of histo r y. We have a destiny as a peop le--a 
miss ion i n I i fe . Your presence here today i s evidence of the import ance 
of our role. We come here from great traditi ons , such as that of Benito 
Juarez, who sa id, " EI respeto al derec ho ajeno es Ia paz ." Respect for 
others is the cornerstone of any great civi I izat ion . Our soul , or 
tradit ions are root ed in a sp iri tual ity as deep as the so i I of America and 
as far away as the sac red ground of the Holy Land--to whose people we are 
lin ked through the bridge cal led Spain . Europe, Asia , and Africa have 
also contributed t o our fo rmation as a people whose de stiny is to made a 
diff e rence--a fundamental difference in I if e . You have come here to this 
great white cap ital city wi th a sense of purpose and miss ion wh ich has 
a lready been felt i n meaningful ways. Yours has been a presence which 
pe rsonifie s respect , understanding , and love. You speak for everyone as 



2 

you v rb I lze our r1 eds s a peop le , beca usG history has decreed that alI 

peop le are our people , just as we a re the mixture of a lI others. We are 

quite I iteral ly the fruit of th e seed that was planted almost 500 years ago 

by the joining of the hi spanos an d the indi os (within God) as the last hope 

for mank ind. Ours is the opportunity to chose between mak ing the same tired 

old mistakes made by everyone e lse or having the co urage to change course 

into a directi on yet untraveled and unc harted. You wi I~ be strong. Your 

tradition of res pect an d your humanity have made an ind e libl e mark on this 

c ity. Togethe r , we wi I I ma ke a difference--we wi I I do it! 

*** 
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June 11 , 1980 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contact the Office of Frank Shaffer-Corona, 724-4283. 

D.C. School Ooa r ~ Member Frank Shaffer-Corona, Washington 1 s first and only 
elected Latino Official, was assaulted and arrested by members of the D.C. 
Metropolitan Pol ice en Saturday, . June 7, 1980. The incident occurred at around 
3 a.m. Shaffer-Corona , who a}so works as a free-lance writer, was drinking a 
cup of coffee at Al's Sub-Preme, a restaurant located at 18th and Columbia Road 
in the heart of Washington's Latino community. The restaurant was crowded, 
enjoying the overflow from closing time at other establishments in the 
neighborhood. There were some 20 to 30 people present. 

A group of three or four pol icemen entered the restaurant, rushed to a 
table where several Ldtinos were sitting, and began shouting at one of them. 
He, obviously shaken by this approach, responded to them in a similar manner. 
Sensing the imminence of possible violence, Shaffer-Corona approached the 
table, which had become the center of a growing crowd. Identifying himself as 
a public official, th e School Board Member questioned the constitutionality and 
"courtesy" of the poli-::emen's conduct. Pointing out their lack of probable 
cause, he was rudely shouted at by the pol ice as well. When he cautioned the 
victim of the officers' harrassment about the illegality of their tactics, the 
pol ice left the restaurant. 

Things quieted d~wn, only to be interrupted by the sudden return of more 
than ten policemen, who this time ushered their victim, a Manuel Gasc6n, out of 
the restaurant. Res~onding to requests from several of the people present for 
further intercession, Shaffer-Corona went outside. There he discovered Mr. 
Gascon being handcuffed. As he began to further question the pol ice about 
their tactics, one of them gave an order to grab Shaffer-Corona as well. 

This was done instantly with an excessive amount of violence. The Latino 
official's a rm WdS i njured as he was thrown against a poi ice car. He was then 
pushed into the back seat and told that he was being arrested for "obstruction 
of justice." The police began exchanging insulting remarks about Shaffer­
Corona, calling him a "communist," an "Iranian," and a "sympathizer of Fidel 
Cestro. 1

' Upon arrival at the precinct, he was informed that the charge had 
been altered to ''disorderly conduct." His Miranda rights v1ere read to him 
only after his insist ence tnat this be done. Later the charge was changed 
again to "interfering v1 i th a pol ice officer. " 

Shaffe r-Corona ' s response to the harrassment of a Latino citizen was a 
reaction to a common oc~urrence in the Latino, Black, and other communities in 
the Nation's Capita l . The actions of the police toward an elected official 
attempting to protect the rights of a constituent are frightening in a 
democracy, particula rl y in its capital city. Cognizant that these violations 
have been commonpla~e in s uch places as Nazi Germany, Israel, Pinochet's 
Chi le, and Miam i , Sh~f fer-Corona has urged restraint on t he part of the 
citizens of the Distr ic t of Columbia and ha s sug gested human relations train­
ing for the pol ice in o rder to read off the alarming tendencies toward a "long, 
hot summer" in the Nation's Capital. 

* "'}:;': 
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, ,Letters to the editor t • • ' ~ ... ~ 

A glimpse of a rnan in motion 
Aft -~r reading your "Mr. Shaffer­

Coral a and Mr. Toad" editorial (Feb. 
8) with some thoroughnes~; . I find 
rnysl'lf the subj!!ct of mixed feelings. 
Altho 1gh you have compared me to 
one o : the heroes in Kenneth Gra­
hamr '·; children'~; classic, I find your 
com p.! rison of the elected govern­
Tn('ll1 of this colonized District of 
Colun. bia with the anima l kingdom 
to be ·;ornewhnt less than innocent, 
nlbei 1 amusing. It Is important to 
corrc:t t several ruisimpressions nnd 
dcv ia ions from fact <md reality 
cr cn td by your editorial. 

Fir·' of all, I gnve up my fascina­
tion\\ ith shiny motor cnrs long be­
fore Exxon made it necessary to do 
so. 

Seccndly, the salary of mos t D.C. 
School .Board members is not :517,500, 

[ 

as Tin· Star reported, but $18,750, an 
nmonJ , t still not commensurate with 
our le ·•e l of responsibility. Hatber 
than a ;same that I "revel in bad pL~ b­
licity, · y_ou should ask yourse lves 
why Y'>n nnd that other J.13per turn 
yo urst 1ves on by creating such nn 
unobjc ·~ tive and ncg:ltive Image of 
myself <md my colleagues-·- seldoru, 
if eve I . prdviding nn in-depth nnal­
}'Sl S of our views nnd r eason s for 
functi cning as we do. 

I do uot understand you·r refer· 
l'nce to Chinese textbooks. as that 
count I y appears to be facing nn 
inund<ttion of U.S. "educntional" 
mutcri:l!s . While I have maJe uo nt· 
tempts to acquire Chinese material >, 
I have .;ought to acquire some Mexi· 
Gill textbooks to compensate for the 
Jack of books our system provides in 
Span is! . for its Latino children. 

Conditions in El Salvador, Mexico 
and otncr Latin American countries 
imp ilc t a significant nnmhrr of my 

j
onsti tuents in ma ny ways. It would, 
; "ma: rcr of fact . be of constructive 
;s is tunce for some of my fellow 

FRANK SHAFfEH-COHO ;'IJ i\ 
Tllis chap will go far 

the problem than with th!substance. 
of these conversations. This conf•1· 
swn Is magnified by the lack of jour­
nalistic scrutiny into President Car­
ter 's usc of the taxpayers' phones to 
inquire about farm problems in 
Iowa, weather conditions in Main e 
and rond conditions in New Hamp-~ 
shire. 

The State Department's opinions 
and recent actions design ed to pre­
ve nt dialogue leading tu an imm i.­
ncnt breakthrough of a people-leve·l 
solution which would be respectful 
and positive for all concerned 
should not be given much credence. 
The State Department would benefit 
from the lesson of Claude Debuss'l 
in the Fren ch opera "Peleas et Meli­
sande" where King Arkel says: 
"HistiJry does not produce useless 
even ts." 

I 
"moles, badgers and toads" in city 
government to learn more about 
those conditions. 

It would perhaps be more benefi· 
cia! to make copies of the Lewis Car· 
roll quote on "everybody mindin1; 
their own business" for the desl;s of 
David Rockefeller, Richard Nixon, 
Henry J<issinger and Jimmy Carter. 
That in spired notion mi gh t have 
Jlrevented the unwholesome inter·· 
vention r,f tbe United States in Iran's 
affa :rs since 1953 and the complicity 
of the Carter administration in ex­
tending o).lr hospitality to the shah . 
It is, after all, those events which got 
us into this mess in the first place. 

Being mindful that the last words 
of "Wind in the Willows" are, "This 
was n base libel on Badger, who ... 
was rather fond of children; but it 
never fail ed to have its full effect," I 
will opt, ove r my desk, for the fol­
lowing words of inspiration from 
I<enneth Grabame: "The whole 
world before you, and a horizon 
that's always changing!" And, "The 
poetry of motion! The real way to 
travel! The only way to travel!" 

It is true that I bnve had severr.l 
conversations with the students in­
side the U.S. Embassy in Iran, other­
wise known as the "Nest of Spies" to 
Tehran cab drivers. It strikes me as 
odd that the press is more concerned 
with the tn)(pnyers' fin ancia l sac ri· 
fice In this serious effort to suggest u 
peaceful and equitable solution to 

Frank Shaffer-Corona. 

Washington. D.C. 

Mernber, AI ·L.,rge, 
0 C. Board of Educetlo" 

(NOTE - Mr. Shaffer-Coronal 
sllould re-exmnine his salary. Tbe of. 
lice of the scllool board 's secretarv 

· 1----UJ..si.~:ts it is 517,500.) 



Thursday, February 7, 1930 

Shaffer-Corona Pll~ones 
IriiJ'l~'iJills School Board 

Bv Jucli.th Valente 
wS.:Dtncton Peat. Sta.ft Wnter 

D.C. school board m~mber Frank 
Shalfer·Corona hu been ma.klng tele· 
phone calls at board upense to the 
Iran ians holding American hostages 
in Tehran In an apparent effort to 
medi.tte the standoff penoully, board 
f'resldent R. Cal\'tn Lockridee dis· 
clused last nleht. 

Lockr id~e and other board mem· 
bers said they are not only angered 
that the calls are being billed 10 th~ 
school board, but greatly conc&rned 
that Shaffer-corona's attempts at 
long distance diplomacy mlibt be 
j ..ooardlztne U.S. attompts t.o ne&:<>­
tiate the hosta&:u' releue. 

Shaffer-Corona retlaed laat ni&ht 
to confirm or deny that be had mad• 
the calls. .-..ceordlng t.o bOard mem­
ber Cuol L. Schwartz. me and other 
membert confronted Sh&filti'.COreAa 
two weelu aso abOut the Tehran calls, 
and he acknowledged at that time 
that be bad made them. 

Schwartz said Shaffer-Corona t.old 

. - -·-- -- -~ 

th~ other members that the calb 
were .. in the national interest'" and 
that therefore It was appropriate 
that they be paid for out of school 
board fun ds. 

"! th ink it's appalling," Schwartz 
said last night o! the calls She said 
•he told Sha!!e r-Corona: "your poll· 
tics are \'OUr bustness ... I just don't 
think tt:iat we should be payin¥ Cor 
it." 

SchwRrtz also ;aid that she is out· 
:<he told Sha!fer-Corona: " Your poli· 
pear to be concentrated on trying to 
win the release o! only two Chicano• 
&nd an American Indian being held 
at the embassy. Shaffer-Corona, ,. ho 
is of part-Mexican ancestcy. refers to 
himself here as a leader o! the Latino 
community and commonly Identifies 
himoelf In official correspondence as 
"the fi rst Chicano e lected to statewide 
office on tbe East Coast." 

ln a letter addressed to the Aya. 
tollab Khomelni that he delivered to 
the Iranian Embaooy here lasl Decem· 

See BOARD, CS, Col. 3 

Board Upset by Tehran Calls 
BOARD. From Cl 

ber. ShaUer·Corona says that "Chica· 
nos have llv&d under the yoke ot U.S. 
imperialism." and adds that Iranians 
a n d Chicanoa "as fellow Yictlma of 
U.S. greed and racism ... mllllt •tand 
lDMether." 

Board members said they became 
aware that Shaffer-Corona WiS mak· 
ine the c~lls when a phone company 
telephone operator called Superinten­
dent VIncent Reed to ask It it were 
permls.sible for Shaffer-Corona to be 
calling Tehran. R~ed told the ope,... 
tor that he had no power to stop 
board members. ·from telephonine 
wherever they wish . 

Board sow·ces said Shaffer-Corona 
has telephoned the embassy In Teh· 
ran at least th ree times In the l .. t 
two weeks and each time spoken for 
about 30 mlnuteL One source said 
that Shaf!er·Corona allowPd him to 
li5ten to a tape rerordl1>11 of one of 
the caU. during whicb Shaffer-Corona 
told the lranlaM that the ho1tag~ 
taking incident Is much like a "bac i<· 
gammon game." The I'ranjan on the 
other end of the line merely replied, 
"We want the sbabl We wmt the abab l" 
the source said. 
Lockrid~e said last n i~h t th•t the 

board Ius not received the bilt. fur 
the t•alls and that he could not e&ti· 
mate how murh they mi ght have co>t. 

Sch\\ anz and l.ockrid t:e also said 
they were ups.!t O\'\!r sel·eral ear lier 
c•lls made !rom· Sh•Her-Corona 's 
hume 10 ~lex ico that he charged lo 
the S<·hooi boaro. Ooe of those calls 
amounted to SUI. according to phone 
=-~cords. 

Shsf!er·~oron.l ha~ saJd a member 
of hl1 'lalf had made that call !rom 

his home to lum "'bile he wu in 
.Mexico last Jul 1 wllb the D.C. Youth 
Chorale and t!!at It wu "perfectly 
legitimate." He said he made other 
calh to ~lexico himself to diacuu 
"cultural and P.ducational excbanee 
prngrams" betw•en the U.S. and that 
country. 

ln a memo to Schwartz. board 
counsel James E. Brown advised that 
while ShaUer·CArona·s calls to Teh· 
ran do not " rise to the le\'cl of crl m· 
ina! cul pability." the board could in· 
struct the telephone company that it 
Will not pay !or certai n cll! ls, or It 
could Initiate dvll actlvn to ·recover 
!unds allegedly expend&d in an im· 
proper manner." 

A State Department spokesman •ald 
last n i~ht that he penooally had 
helped Shaffer-Corona telephone Tcb· 
ran ''fi ve or sL'C times'' alter depart· 
ment officials had given tbe board 
member pernti~s.ion to try to cont~ct 
hte embassy there shortly before 
Christmas. llecentty, the •pokesmno 
5aid. the State Department had ask•d 
Shaffd·Corona to . top placing calls to 
the embassy, "be<·ause it is getting to 
be a rat her sensitive time:· 

The spokesman "''d he did not 
think the State Department would be 
w>llin~ to pay for the calls. 
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StOP.Calling u.-s.-Embassy in Ira~, 
State Dept. Tells Shaffer-Corona:] 
ByJody Beck 
Wuhlngton Star Stall Writer 

The State Department yesterdny told 
D.C. School Board member Frank Shaffer­
Corona that he may no longer make calls 
to the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. Shaffer­
Corona has been calling the embassy in 
an effort to win release of the Hispanics 
among the American hostages being held 
in Tehran. 

Shaffer-Corona, better known for his 
controversial public statements and for­
eign travel at school board expense, has 
tried to play the diplomat's role In recent 
w~eks. 

But his telephone calls- to be paid for 
by the D.C. school system - have become 
an open topic of discussion at school sys­
tem headquarters and in the District 
Building. 

After an ininal press release in Decem­
ber about his activities, he has refused to 
discuss them except in general terms. For 
example, he has steadfastly refused to dis· 
cuss his method of contact with the mili­
tants in the embassy. 

Some of his colleagues are known to be 
furious that Shaffer-Corona has billed 
calls likely to cost the school system hun­
dreds of dollars as It faces a budget deficit 
of several million dollars. 

Member Carol L. Schwartz asked the 
board's general counsel whether Shaffer­
Corona's calls had violated any laws. In a 
memo to her, James E. Brown, the general 
counsel, said they appea red to be legal but 
that board members could seek to have 
Shaffer-Corona pay for them if they 
wished. 
· Schwartz said she would seek another 
legal opinion, adding that other board 
members had expressed outrage at his 
calls to Iran as well as at expensive calls to 
Central and South America. 

A member of the State Department's 
Iran task force here said Shaffer-Corona 
was one of a "very few" persons who have 
been allowed to cnll the U.S. Embassy in 
Tehran. All such calls were cut off yester-
day, !!e sai~~----· ·--____ ·-·--·· .. ~ 

FRANK SHAFFER-CORONA 
No specifics on contacts 

Calls were stopped, lie said, because of 
"the combination of the fa'ct that the 
situation (in Tehran) has changed a little 
bit, the combination of that, and in the 
many calls that he (Shaffer-Corona) has 
made, there has been no discernible re­
sult for our end." 

Calls were allowed in the first place, the 
task force member said, because "we, as 
always, have been open to any and all ave­
nues ... at that time a decision was made 
to let him see if he could mnke any worth· 
while contact with the militants at the 
embassy." 

Asked if Shoffer-Coronn's cont<Jcts were 
indeed considered wo rthwhi le, he 
replied, "No." 

However, he desc ribed Shaffer -Corona 
as "very cooperative in terms of calling us 
after he has talked to them ." 

___ ...Js~ce.E\.IRASSY:..B.2. 

/Vo Embassy Calls, Shaffer-Corona Told 
From B-1 
Che~apeake & Potomac Telephone 

Co. spokesman R. Webster Chamber­
lain sa .d that, with the exception of 
ca lls to the U.S. Embnssy, telephone 
calls tc• Iran are being placed nor· 
!I)<.dly. 

Any ca ll to the embassy is referred 
to the State Depart ment , he said, 
wh1ch decides which calls go 
through . 

The sc hool system has not yet 
been bil led for any of Shaffer-Corer 
na ·s c:J!ls. 

Chamberlain said a direct dial call 
at any u me costs S7 .80 for the first 
thr ee min utes. Operator-assisted 
call s are $9 for the fir st three 
minute·. and person-to-per ~ ails 
are Sl2 .or the first thr P·' 

After that, the charge is S2.60 for 
each minute. he said. 

Shaffer-Corona said yesterday his 
talks were at a "delicate point and 
should not be put 111 the hand s of 
somebody who has a less comrlete 
data base." He Silid that he did not ac­
cept the communica tions cutoff "as 
a final statement by the State Depart· 
ment." 

Shaffer-Corona said he was trying 
to reach higher officials for a rever­
sal. 

In his contacts. Shaffer-Corona 
said, "I have accomplished the initia· 
tion of respectful dialogue." 

He began his efforts shortly after 
the December television interview 
with Marine Cpl: William Gallegos. 

Shaffer-Corona said that was the 
first he knew of any Chicano hos­
tages. 

He told Irnnian government offi· 
cials, "Chicanos are Mex1cans who 
have lived under the yoke of U.S. im· 
perial aggression and occupation 
si nce the land was stolen from 
Mex1co in 1836 and 1846." 

He has not been In touch with any 
hostages , Shaffer-Corona sa1d, al­
though he has been in touch with 
two families of hostages. 

Should his commun icat.ion with 
Tehran be cut off here, he said, "I 
can always pick up the phone and 
patch through Mexico City, and I 
don't need the State Department for 
that." 
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. :~ ~YlrG Sllaffer-Cot~on.a · and·Mr .. Toad·: .. -'\ . ;~.') 
I ~ ,:. ~ ,; I ~ 

. " . 
Like the clever, witty nnd wise Mr. Toad of The What has he nccomplished? Nothing much,-re· 

.. ; ') 

. Wind in the wmows, the irrepressible Fronk I ports a member of the State Department's Iran ·· 
· ·· ~!Jnffer.Corona of the D.C. School Board seeks task force, At wbnt cost? The price of sever.al · 

.' ·, always to surpass himself, • I hundred <lollnrs in long-distance telephone 
Mr. Toad wus obsessed with shiny motorcnrs, calls. To be poid by whom? District taxpayers, if 

. while Mr. Shaffer-Corona seems compulsively ' Mr. Shaffer-Coronn hus his way.' I.: ' . 
• • I drown to lnternationnl intrigue. It wus perhaJ)S . · • · •· ··. · ; . . ; ·· ~ . ~ · 1

1 :. • 

inevitable that he would find his way to the Iran The State Department, which controls calls to 
· · crisis. You can almos£ hear the triumphant "0 · the embassy compound, has told him to stop dial· 
. · :. ' poop-poop!" from Mr. Toad. · . .· , lug but he may have other plans: "I cnn alwuys 
. . _• Mr. Shaffer-Corona does business from his · pick up the phone und pntch through Mexico 
_ . o~,n Toad Hall - school system headquarters · Ci.ty and I don't need the State Department for 

and the District Building. That's because he is an · . that," he told The Star's Jody Beck. He is also 
. : · · elected member of the D.C. School Board, for ··' "making prcparutions to go' over there and m•eet 

· which he is paid $17,.SOO ·a year. He is not, how- with them face -to-face and engage in t:yeball·to-
·. ever, a self-effacing school board member. He eyeball contact." We'll bet he is. It's a fascinating 

. seems to revel in bad :publicity. He undertakes . world out there for . the daring Mr. Shnffe~-- · · 
· such causes as securing textbooks from the Peo- Corona, especially when the motorcars dash by. 

, . pie's Republic of Chino. He likes traveling to · District voters may be fascinated ln November 
exotic places. Some months ago, he undertook n 1981-if he seeks re-election. 

· sel !-assigned diplomatic mission to Mexico and ., · · . . . · 
El Salvador,'for which he charged the city $1,000. . . But enough is enough, and it. is time for the 
In the summer of 1978, he billed the city $852 · : school-board to set some rules. We propose these 
after attending the Wo:ld Festivnl of Youth and . ' ';. for starter~: 1) Tha~ expenses not connected with 

. Students in Cuba. · · . school busmess be paid from personal funds. ,2) 
· .. · In recent weeks, Mr. Saffer-Coronn has busied ,Ditto any trips. J) 'fhnt this from Lewis Carroll 
. ·.himself with what he considers a secret diplo- ~e posted above .Mr. Shaffer-Corona's desk:" 'If 
. · matic mission. He has been phoning the U.S. · everybody minded their own business,' Sllid the 
~ · Embassy in Tehran to tlllk to the terrorists about : . Duchess in a hoarse growl, 'the world would go . 
· releasing the Hispanics being held. . ; . round n good deal faster than it· does.' " · · · · • · 

'.' 
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. h;P, 
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District of Columbia Board of Education 
415 12th Street, N .W. Washington, D.C. 20004 
202-724-4283 

Honorable Edmund Muskie 
Secretary, U.S. Dept. of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 14, 1980 

l'raDk Shaffer-Corona 
At-Large 

Your appointment as Secretary of State was viewed with a degree of optimism 
by those of us who struggle for the achievement of equal rights for all people. 
An elected official ordinarily acquires a sensitivity for the concerns of all of 
his or her constituents, regardless of their point of view. That is the nature 
of responsibility in~e governmental process in a democracy. Your former views 
on such sensitive areas as the Middle East, Iran, and Central America are 
understandable and consistent with the limited data base made available to the 
U.S. Senate about the reality of conditions in the Third World. I would hope as 
you travel to other parts of the world that you would pretend that the people 
you see living in the squalor of poverty that has engulfed this planet were all 
citizens of the state of Maine. If you can influence a real improvement in 
their life condition and in their aspirations to achieve dignity, self­
determination, control over their own resources, and the ability to make a 
difference in life, you would give true meaning to the old saying "as Maine goes, 
so goes the nation." 

Even in Maine there are nations of people who have suffered invasion, 
colonization, and the theft of their resources and dignity. I refer, of course, 
to the Indians. If you were to view the recent history of the Middle East with 
an open mind, you would have to be the first to insist on the presence of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization at any negotiations designed t~ impact on the 
future of the Palestinian people. It might, perhaps, be helpful to view the 
history of Palestine from a slightly different perspective. One can look at 
England and the U.S. as a childless frus~rated couple who adopted an unwanted 
orphan. Rather than take that orphan into their own home, they assisted him 
in seizing a neighbor's house. They expelled the neighbor and imprisoned his 
family. They raped his wife and exploited his children. When his other 
neighbors rose to his defense they fought them. They beat one of them into a 
submission so devastating that he has joined forces with the oppressive invaders. 
The Camp David process is doomed to failure because it essentially involves the 
stepchild, the beaten neighbor, and one from the childless couple sitting 
around trying to justify their actions, while the ousted neighbor merely tries 
to be rejoined with 'his family in his own house. In ·short, Mr. Secretary, our 
present policy in the Middle East is unAmerican. 

The recent release by the Iranian government of Mr. Queen should demonstrate 
to you that even in this situation respect and reason can prevail over militarism 
and bullying. Given the history of British and U.S. involvement in Iran, perhaps 
it might be educational to continue with the former example. Perhaps due to 
his domestic frustrati0n, ·or perhaps out of a perceived need to defend his first 
set of illegalities in the neighborhood, the frustrated father decided to expand 

·. 
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his activities as a rapist. When his victim finally had had enough, and broke 
free of his control, he did not want to accept the reality of her freedom. 
When out of sheer frustration, she slapped him in the face, he had the 
unmitigated gall to denounce her for assault, as if he had been her victim. 

Today we celebrate the 191st anniversary of the storming of the Bastille. 
Let us never forget that it was the ideas which spawned the French Revolution 
that actually gave birth to the noble experiment in democracy known as the 
United States of America on July 4, 1776. What is taking place in Palestine, in 
Iran, in Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, and other places in the world is 
nothing more than a continuation of the course of human events charted some 
two hundred years ago in Paris and Philadelphia. What is taking place now in 
Albuquerque; Crystal City, Texas; Liberty City, Florida; Wounded Knee; 
Greensboro, North Carolina; and D.C. is merely the demand by people of color in 
this country that its original promises apply to all people. 

The spirit of democracy in America is not unique to the United States. 
The tradition of democracy is eviden~ throughout the history of all the peoples 
of this continent, from the attempts of Quebec to liberate itself from a second 
class status to the liberation movements in the Caribbean and Central America. 
The forms of democracy incorporated in both the U.S. and Soviet constitutions 
are actually patterned after some of the forms of government developed in 
America prior to the arrival of any European. Since the inception of the U.S. 
government, which has always placed the interests of corporations ahead of the 
needs of people, we have drifted further and further away from the ideals which 
gave birth to this nation. Our society has become a victim of 3 major illnesses 
--racism, sexism, and elitism. We have allowed corporate greed and dehumanization 
to replace our ideals. The growth of the economic, political and military power 
of this country has always been at the expense of other people and other 
countries. Need I remind you that Anglo-Saxon racism extends to more groups of 
people in this country than Blacks, Indians, Asians, or Latinos? After all, 
who invented Polish jokes? The secret to improving our image abroad is to clean 
up our house at home. If this country is to survive in tomorrow's world, it 
needs to adopt a foreign policy consistent with the ideals verbalized in the 
Declaration of Independence. For this country's pronouncements to be believed 
abroad, we need to adopt domestic policies consistent with a genuine adherence 
to our original beliefs. If that means a radical change in our economic sys~em, 
then that should happen. It is totally beyond the realm of logic and reality 
for the government of this country to be fighting ideas beneficial to people 
around the world with its armies. Military force has never proved who is right, 
merely, who is stronger. 

The history of the expansion of the United States, as controlled by the 
Anglo-Saxon, has been a history of military conquest, economic exploitation, 
and political domination since the English arrived at Plymouth Rock. The 
hypocrisy and "moral" justifications that have accompanied this expansion 
challenge every known rule . . of logic, truth, and justice. Our growth as a nation 
has involved successive wa~es. of innnigration which b·rought to these shores new 
groups of people to be exploited by the economic system, to be promised equality 
and democracy, and to be classified as somehow different from all the others. 
The natives of America welcomed each new wave of immigrants. In Xexico and in 
other parts of Latin America the Hispanic became one with the Indian in such a 

.. way as to cause recognition today of the fact that Mexico is the true melt i ng 
pot of America. I don't think it necessary to elaborate on the American and 
British system of slqyery that reintroduced Africans to these shores. I need 
not remind you, given the wealth of historic data at vour fin ger tips, that 
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Chicanos and Mexicans are not immigrants to the United States. After all, the 
U.S. military was the first "illegal alien" to ever set foot in Texas, New 
Mexico, and the rest of the lands stolen from Mexico. It is ironic, the amount 
of apparent respect which can be generated at high levels of the U.S. government/ 
corporate machine when people of color discover oil on their own land. I 
suppose it can be said that there has been some progress made between 1836 and 
1980, but not very much. In short, Mr. Secretary, we need to take a look at our 
entire foreign policy. With some slight exceptions, it is, in its totality, 
downright unAmerican. 

The situtation in Iran provides us with an opportunity to dramatically alter 
our course, to. right the wrongs of two centuries of imperial expansion and greed, 
and to demonstrate to the world that the people of America can in fact take 
control of their own government and can hold it accountable to honoring the 
principles which gave it birth for the first time in its history. It is 
possible to enter into a process of negotiations with the government and people 
of Iran. To do so will require a significant departure from the way we have 
done things in the past. It will require listening to the just grievances 
held against our government. It will require repairing the damage of economic 
exploitation. It will require levels of respect and courtesy heretofore 
unattained by U.S. diplomatic and governmental practice. It will require 
learning to mind our own business. It will require a sincere demonstration of 
commitment to the new policy of non-interference in the internal affairs of 
other nations. It will require an admission of guilt and responsibility for 
prior wrongdoing, not only in Iran, but throughout the world, throughout the 
history of the U.S. government. It will require a sincere commitment to curing 
our society once and for all of its three major illnesses--racism, sexism, and 
elitism. It will require a sincere apology. 

Here are some practical suggestions of 
sincerity in the areas I have touched upon. 
implement the following suggestions, I feel 
soon return home safe, sound and happy: 

what we need to do to demonstrate 
Were the U.S. government to 
certain that the hostages would 

1. A Presidential and Congressional Commission to study the violations 
of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

2. U.S. recognition of the independence of Puerto Rico. 

3. U.S. recognition of the sovereignty of the ~~erican Indian nations. 

4. Full equality and self-determination for Afro-Americans. 

5. Ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

6. Statehood for the District of Columbia. 

7. Serious de-escalation of U.S. military expenditures, particularly 
in the Middle East and Central America. 

8. An immediate termination of U.S. government· plans to seize currently 
frozen Iranian assets. 

9. Immediate termination of U.s ·. plans for military intervention in 
Iran, before or after the election. 

10. Serious economic development programs designed to eliminate poverty 
in the U.S. 

11. U.S. recognition of the PLO as the sole legitimate representative 
of the Palesti~ia~s. 
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On the surface the suggestions listed might seem difficult to achieve, 
especially in a short amount of time. However, a serious commitment of the 
national will and all of our resources would enable us to accomplish the above 
in a surprisingly short period of time. The bottom line is that human rights 
must begin at home. 

I would recommend the following as the basic theme for a letter of apology 
to the Iranian people: 

"Dear Iran: 

I want to sincerely apologize for the wrongs I have caused you in 
the past several years. I have behaved badly. I am like the new kid 
at school who thought it necessary to prove how smart I was by demon­
strating how strong I was. I will have to admit that when I first 
came to school I was afraid. My parents filled me with good values in 
my early years. I somehow had the idea that those values were unique 
to me and my parents. I really was scared because when I came to 
school I discovered that almost everyone else either spoke a different 
language or looked different. I really got frightened when I noticed 
that most of the other kids had darker skin than I do. I have 
behaved badly, and I realize that my fear led me to become the biggest 
bully in the school yard. I have learned that my values and those of 
my parents are not the only values in the school. I have learned that 
we all have to learn to get along with each other and respect each 
other's values. I want to try to do this. I really want to learn 
about the values of the other kids and to share mine with them. I'm 
not sure that I know how to go about doing this. Will you help me 
please. 

Sincerely yours, 
The U.S.A." 

Mr. Secretary, the above approach works wonders when applied at the local 
school level. It is my sincere belief that it might work miracles when 
applied at yours, especially since you are unning for anything. 

I I 

• 4 I I 
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