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PALMER PHYSICAL LABORATORY 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
King's Crown Hotel 
420 West ll6th Street 
New York, New York 

My dear Szilard: 

March 21, 1939 

Here enclosed I send you copies of the answers which 
I got. I must confess that in this moment we have no special 
interest in the uranium fluoride as we think to have another 
simpler way for measuring what we are interested in. It may 
be, of course, that our plan does not work and that e have 
to come back to the gas. If this will be the case I 1 ll let 
you know. In any case it does not seem to me that we could 
get the gas before the summer anyhow, so that there is no 
hurry about the decision. 

~ , 
1 
P~ease let me know if you get in touch with Professor 

v.rJJ~ or ~~ • Otherwise I would write them 
that we will delay our decision till we have done the experi­
ments we plan. 

Thank you :or the address of !liiss arburg. So far 
I have no answer from her. 

RL:MH 
ENCS 

Hoping to see you on the twenty-fourth in New York , 

Ever yours, _f .. _) /J_j .L
1

,.,_.. 

V?.~~"":J 
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TELEPHONE 

454-71 26 

CALIFORNIA 

WILLIAM SCRIPPS KELLOGG, MAN AGING DIRECTOR 

H WILLIAM BONO , MANAGER 

Janua~ 17, 1964 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
c/o Salk Institute, 
La Jolla, California. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

This letter will acknowledge your contact with 
our apartment office, and confirm the fact that we will be 
reserving our studio apartment unit No. 40 on the ocean 
front walkway for your arrival April lst, departure June 
lst. 

These accommodations rent at the rate of $250.00 
per month on the housekeeping basis. 

If satisfacto~, it would be appreciated if you 
would confirm with a deposit in the amount of $50.00. 

Cordially 
I 

HWB:ha 



r 

Mr. H.w. Bond 
Ia Jolla Beach and Tennis Club 
La Jolla, Calif. 

Dear Mr. Bond: 

31 January, 196h 

I wish to thank you f or your letter of January 17, advising me 

that you are reserving a studio apartment unit No • t~o for us, starting 

April 1st. 

Unfortunately, our plans have changed and I am vri ting to say that 

we shall not be able to oc .. upy the apartment as we had planned . 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

I.S:jm 



LAKE FoREST CoLLEGE 
CORPORATE T ITLE : L..AKE rr'O R EBT U NIVERB I,-y 

LAKE FOREST, ILLINOIS 

Office of the President 

DR. LEO SZILARD 

HoTEL DuPoNT PLAZA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DECEMBER 15, 1961 

DEAR DR . SZILARD: 

[ ' £ .j- 3 t tJ s-
0 ~ 1-~l/3 

FOLLOWING OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION, I WANT 

TO REITERATE MY URGENT INVITATION TO YOU TO COME AND 

LECTURE AT LAKE FoREST COLLEGE AND TO EXPRESS MY SIN­

CERE HOPE ON BEHALF OF THE STUDENTS AND FACULTY THAT 

YOU WILL FIND IT POSSIBLE TO ACCEPT THIS INVITATION . 

YouR IDEAS ON PROSPECTS FOR WORLD P EACE IN THIS AGE OF 

NUCLEAR ARMAMENTS COULD HAVE WIDE-SPREAD AND LONG - RANGE 

INFLUENCE HERE AMONG OUR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND MEMBERS 

OF THIS COMMUNITY. LAKE FOREST IS A LIBERAL ARTS COL ­

LEGE WITH AN ENROLLMENT OF ALMOST 1,000 STUDENTS: WE 

HAVE ALSO HERE A NEIGHBORING COLLEGE, 8ARAT, AND THREE 

DISTINCTIVE HIGH SCHOOLS . WE WOULD LIKE TO PLAN A 

REGULAR CONVOCATION IN THE FORM OF A STUDENT ASSEMBLY 

ON A WEDNESDAY MORNING, OR PREFERABLY, PLAN AN EVENIN G 

MEETING AT WHICH YOUR AUDIENCE WOULD INCLUDE STUDENTS 

FROM THESE OTHER SCHOOLS, MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY AS 

WELL AS OUR OWN STUDENTS AND FACULTY MEMBERS. 

HAVE HEARD THAT THERE IS A POSSIBILITY OF 

YOUR TRAVELLING TO CA L IF ORNIA I N JANUARY, SO I AM 

HOPING THAT IT MIGHT BE CONVENIENT FOR YOU TO COME HERE 

EN ROUTE, AS WE ARE CLOSE TO CHICAGO AND COULD MAKE 

CONVENIENT ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSPORTATION FOR YOU, BOTH 

FOR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE. 

THERE IS A GROWING INTEREST IN THE 
11

MOVEMENT
11 

AS DESCRIBED BY YOU I N YOUR TALK AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

CHICAGO, AND I BEL I EVE A CHA I N - ~CT I ON AMONG STUDENTS 

MIGHT BECOME A POTENT FORCE IN THE COUNTRY TODAY . You 

MIGHT BE INTERESTE D TO KN OW THA T CHANCELLOR BEA DLE WILL 

GIVE A CON VOCATION AD DRESS HERE ON J ANUARY 17TH FOR THE DE­

D ICATION OF OUR NEW SCIENCE CENTER . IT WOUL D IN DEED BE 

THE GREATEST HONOR TO US IF YOU COULD COME TO THIS CAMPUS. 

WOULD AN HONORARIUM OF $500 BE SATISFACTORY 

TO YOU? WOULD THE DATES OF JANUARY 21, 23, 24, 26 OR 3 0 

BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU? I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR CALLING 



DR. LEO SZILARD -2- DECEMBER 15, 1961 

ME COLLECT SO THAT WE CAN MAKE APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

I SHALL BE LOOKING FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU. 

WITH HOL IDA Y GREETINGS. 

WGC:H 

CORDIALLY YOURS, 

Lf u(,.__ · 0.d-Crv-
WILLIAM GRAHAM CoLE 

PRESIDENT 



DRAFT 

Mr. Arthur S.Lall 
Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations 
3 East 64th Street 
New York 21 NY 

Dear Mr.Lall, 

J 
'f) 

0 
Enclosed you will find a letter to PriJae Minister Nehru, and ---

~ Q 
a letter to Mr. Krishna Menon, from Mr. Albert Einstein, and a letter "'-- I 

~ """-./\ 

~~ 
I would greatly appreciate your transmitting these letters to ~ 

addressed to Dr. Homi K. Bhabha from me. 

India. 

A copy of PrGfessor Einstein's letter to Prime Minister 

Nehru is attached for your information. 



Dear r ltapbael, 

PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

3 EAST 64!:!::' STREET 

NEW YORK 21 , N . Y. 

May ~9, 1955. 

In accordance with our telephonic conversation today 
I enclosing a copy of the letter which the late Professor 
Bin t in addressed to Pr~ Minister ebru on April 6, 1955. 
With r f.erence to your c.ah;L~ to him about this matter Priae 
Minister Nehru has informealtbat he baa no objection to your 
using Profe sor Binst in's letter to him at the meeting to be 
held on May 22. 

I have also consult d with Professor Szilard regarding 
this matter. He 1$ aware of Prime Minister Nehru's decision 
regarding Professor Bins t in' letter. However Professor 
Szilard said h would very uch appreciate it if you would 
kindly inform him by telegr at King's Crown Hotel, New York. 
as to whether you are going to use Professor Einstein' letter 
to Prime Minister Nehru. 

With kind regards, 

Mr Sidney Raphael, 
President,lnterfaitb Movement , 
New York . 

You, ~~ly,~ 

(Ar~/ bfalt} 
PeTmanent B.eprea.entati ve 
of India to th Unit.ecl Rations 

lc.c.to Professor Leo S~ilard, lting'a Crown Hotel, 
420 West ll6th St • • New York City. 



r • ' ,. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Pr~e Minister of India 
New Delhi, India. 

Dear Mr Nehru, 

A. Einstein, 
112 Mer~r Street, 
Princeton, 
New Jersey, USA. 

April 6th, 1955. 

All reasonable people here are very much concerned a bout the 

worsening of the American-Chinese conflict. They try to think how the 

acute danger of war might be el~inated, which centers on the issue of 

Quemoy and Matsu. Dr Leo Szilard of the University of Chicago, who is 

as concerned about this danger as I am, wrote me a letter which you will 

find attached. It contains a thought which I believe ought to be considered 

if it has not been considered heretofore. 

For this reason, 1 would greatly appreciate your reading the 

attached copy of Dr Szilard's letter. Also I would greatly appreciate 

your transmitting at an opportunity of your own choosing, the enclosed copy 

of this communication to China so that they m4y be in the position to judge 

the validity of these considerations on their merit. 

On this occasion I wish to express my sincere appreciation of 

your untiring constructive efforts in the field of international relations. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Sd/- A. EINSTEIN. 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Council for a Liuable World 
DuPont Plaza Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

302 Fall Creek Drive 
Ithaca 1 New York 
February 12, 1964 

You may recall that when Arthur and I 
saw you briefly in Washington last December we talked 
to you about our project for establishing an Inter­
national Institute on Arms Control and Disarmament. 
We have continued to work on this project and have been 
applying to foundations for a grant to enable us to 
undertake a year of exploratory effort. In submitting 
our proposal to foundations we have emphasized that in 
addition to the exploratory work we would undertake 
two studies that could be published independently of 
the explor•ation. 0ne study would be a compilation of 
research being undertaken by individua~and groups in 
non-nuclear countries in the field of disarmament and 
arms control and related matters; this would also include 
the names of people worlcing in this field and the nature 
of work and interests being performed by them. The second 
study would be of the role, attitudes, and trends of thought in 
the non-nuclear countries in regard to disarmament and arms 
control. 

I am enclosing a copy of the prospectus we have 
devised for the Institute and a copy of our proposal for 
an exploratory grant. I had ho~ed to discuss this with 
you in person but I do not at this moment have definite 
plans to get to Washington, so I am sending this letter 
as a poor substitute. My reason for writing is to enquire 
whether your Council, friends of your Council, or other 
organizations with whom you are in contact may be interested 
in participating in our exploratory proposal. We have a 
couple of tentative offers of funds providing other g roups 
also contribute. If you share our proposal with any of 
your colleagues we would be pleased to receive their comments. 

Sin~;;;;~~ 
Betty Goetz Lall 



Betty Goetz Lall 
302 Fall Creek Drive 
Ithaca, New York 

Dear Betty Goetz Lall: 

May 13, 1964 

\fuen I received your letter I was just in the process of 

moving to La Jolla. This is a wonderful place and very good for 

my work in science, but it puts me out of circulation regarding 

the field of Arms Control in which you are interested. In the 

circumstances there is not much that I can do except to express my 

good wishes for your project and hope that you will be successful 

in establishing an International Institute on Arms Control and 

Disarmament. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:jm 
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AVENIDA DE MAYO 1365 

BUENOS AIRES 

REPUBLICA ARGENTINA 

T . E. 38-4873 
37-1687 

ri~.JUI!~I£X*.~iKJl31 
IMPORTACION- E X PORTACION 

Buenos Aires,26 de abril de 1.964.-

Senor 
Leo Szilard 
Post Office Box 9499. 
SAN DIEGO,CALIFORNIA • 

Muy distinguido Senor m!O 

Mi hija Teresa Sanchez Cuevas - su traductora 
de su eminente libro LA VOZ DE LOS DELFINES - recibio oportuna­
mente su carta del 31 de enero ppdo.,pero en esos d{as estaba 
preparando su viaje a Europa,para visitar Espafia-F~ancia-Italia 
e Inglaterra. Ella me refirio que iba a contestar a Vd.su atta. 
carta del 31 de ene ro,sin embargo hoy al revisar sus papeles por 
indicacion de Teresita-mi hija-encuentro yo su carta que la cre1a 
extraviada • 

Me apresuro a manifest~r a Vd.Sr.Szilard que 
Teresita regresara a Buenos Aires a fines de j ulio y que entonces 
le sera muy grato corresponderle en ingl~s,pues yo no domino este 
idioma. Si Vd.quisiera escribirle a Europa,por cualquier 
circunstancia,lo que sin duda le agradar!a mucho a Teresita,puede 
Vd.hacerlo a su domicilio eventual,entre el 1 y el 15 de mayo,a: 
Embajada de Bolivia en Londres,donde se alojara por esa fecha co­
mo invitada .Mi hija recibiri1a una gran alegr{a si Vd.le escri­
biera a Inglaterra • 

toda la 
Con estos motivos quedo de Vd.para servirle 

a-tenction y afectos que Vd.Sr.Szilard nos merece • 

Mi hija : 
Teresa Sanchez Cuevas 
Campichuelo 2l-3°P. 
Buenos Aires. 
Argentina.-

( A {Q· S.S. 

J[ ' ~ 
J edlJO • sanchez Lamo • 

con 



Professor Corliss Lamont 
Columbia University 
New York City, New York 

I 

Washington, D. c. 
April 17, 1962 

Attached to this letter you will find the text of a speech which I 

gave at a number of universities, and which has just been reprinted in the 

"Bulletin of the Atomic SCientists." The response to the speech is rather 

overwhelming, and I have to run veey hard to keep up 'With my followers. 

In the absence of :.my organized effort, merely as a by-product or the speech, 

I have received communications representing close to 1,700 pledges of 2%, 

and I formed a Committee of Scientists ltlrl.ah will assume the responsibility 

for creating the organizations that are needed. (List of names attached). 

I don•t anticipate any difficulty in obtaining the funds Which will be 

ini tia.l.ly needed for this Col'llilli ttee to get going. I &In in need of funds, 

however, for taking care of my greatly increased office expenses. (At the 

present time, I receive about 2.5 letters a day which require a personal answer.) 

I can charge these expenses to the University of' Chicago • but only to the 

extent as funds can be provided. 

If you happen to think that the proposal made in my speeeh represents 
),~_d. 

a promising approach to the problem. and if your financial commitments~. / 

perhaps you might r~el impelled. to send me a check made out to the Ul'li. versi ty 

of Chicago. This would l"epr.esent a tax-deductible contribution. I would 



Professor Corliss Lamont April 17 • 1962 

transmit your check to the Uni versi. ty of Chicago • and advise them that 

it be credit~ to a special account, i.e .. , "Szilard, 1-lorld Security Fund11 

and that they should a.cl<nowledge the gift to you. The check should not 

exceed $3,000. 

There is no need for me to ask you to make a ttpolltical contribution,., 

and perhaps 1 t wouldn't evan be adv.tsable that you do so. 

With b st wishes. 

Yours very sincer~ly, 

Leo Szilard 
notal D~pont Plaia 
washington 6, D. c. 

P. s. You might be interested in the initial reaction of the press and 

the initial set of letters which I l"ecei.ved, and a set of photocopies of 

each is enclosed. 



450 Riverside Drive 
NewYork27, N.Y. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel DuPont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. c. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Nay 1, 1962 

Returning from a month's speaking tour on the 
Pacific Coast and throug h the :rvliddle \..Jest, I found 
your letter of April 1 7 awaiting me in a large pi l e 
of business . 

I am naturally v ery s ympathetic to the splendid 
work you have been do i ng a gainst nuclear weapons and 
nuclear we apons test i ng. However, at this poi nt I am 
not certain how muc h, if anything , I can c ontribute 
to your special fund. 

I shall be writing you definitely in another 
week or two when I am not so pressed for time. 

Very sincerely yours, 

CL: RS Corliss Lamont 
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Dear Landau: 

This is not entirely a private letternor is it a letter that in any way 

has official character, The purpose of my writing it is to find out from you 

whether your personal circumstances would permit your serving on a "working 

group" for six months or perhaps a year, that I will describe to you further 

below, 

Clearly you could not do it unless it had your government ' s sanct ion 

and at this time we do not yet even know whether the project will be set up, 

I am merely trying to determine whether good men would make themselves avai1-

able for the project, in case the project proves to be feasible. 

It all started with a Letter to the Editor which I wrote to the New York 

Times and which was printed in February , You will find the test attahced . The 

response which this letter elicited thrust upon me the mandate of trying to set up an 

in~uiry . The nature of this in~uiry is described in docummnt No. 2. 

Douument No. 3 which I enclose is rich inf detail, not well thought out, 

and thrown together for the only purpose of trying to define the spirit in which 

the problem ought to be approached. Otherwise the details are irrelevant and 

should not in any way influence anybody, The main purpose of drafting this 

document was to have a basis ~~~ion for drafting certain premises on 

1.,rhich the "working group" ~agree in advance, before they accept their 

assignmmnt. 

I have tentatively put forward seven points ~ which are listed in 

Document 2 that might serve as such a premise . 



Enclosed you wiJl find a list of those who are ~otential members of 

the "wrking group." I am ~ing slowly to find out one by one who of them 

might be avilable. In the end we may keep down the membership of the "working 

group" to perhaps five or seven, but we would want to have a larger group from 

which to draw . The inclusion of the name of Father Cavanaugh, who was President 

of Notre Dame University, might surprise you . I am enclosing his response to my 

inquiry, from which you will perhaps see some of the personal qualities of the 

man which makes him a desirable member of the ",.rorking group." 

The University of Chicago has given me a year to try to set up this inquiry. 

This does not mean that the inquiry will take place under the sponsorship of the 

University or that the funds will be administered by the University. There should 

be no difficulty, however, to find a suitable tax exempt institution that may ful­

fill this function. 

I amfiling a copy of this letter wi~h the Embassy of the Soviet Union in 

Washington, D. C., and if you reply, please address your letter in c/o 

Embassy of the Soviet Union, Washington, D. C. 

This is not the time to give you an account of all that has happened to 

me since I la,t saw you in the 1930s in Berlin, but I am enclising a clipping 

from the New York Times that will give you a glimpse . 

With kind personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



\ 
\ \ 
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ROUGH DRAFT 

December 1, 1955 

Dear Landau: 

We have met only once and for no more than a few 

days. It was in Berlin sometime between 1925 and 1930, 

I believe, but I assume that yo~~~not forgotten the 

encounter. Little did we think~t one day I might 

write you such a letter as this one. Let me come straight 

to the point. 

Many scientists here in America, as must be also 

the case in Russia, are deeply concerned about the 

necessity to avoid war. This problem cannot be solved 

on the level at which political thinking has moved in 

the past. The public discussion of the issues involved 

is very confused, and I am wondering whether a discussion 

among scientists of these problems could lead to a clari­

fication of thought after overcoming some initial con­

fusion. The public discussion, of course, is largely 

dominated by the pronouncements of statesmen; and it can­

not be claimed that scientists are by and large more 

intelligent or experienced or astute in these matters 

than are the statesmen. However, there is one important 

aspect which leads me to thi~:t a private discussion 

among scientists might lead .· ~--after some initial 

fumbling--to a clarification of thought than the public 

discussion among statesmen; and this is as follows: 

When scientists talk to each other, we ask ourselves 

only whether it is true what our fellow scientists say, 

while if statesmen speak to each other, the first ques­

tion is not 'Is it true what he says' but rather 'Why 

does he say it'. Thus, a discussion among scientists 

differs in an essential aspect from a discussion among 

statesmen. This makes me believe that if it were pos­

sible to get a discussion going among scientists upon 
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the basic issues involved in the problem of establishing 

genuine peace, we might in time come up with sound ideas, 

and in the long run, come out ahead of the statesmen, 

even though initially we might start out ignorant of the 

real problems and be politically naive in our approach. 

If we could get such a discussion going by sending memo­

randa back and forth among a handful of scientists in 

America who are sufficiently interested in this problem 

to be eager to learn more about it, we might end up with 

a rather interesting collection of papers. Out of this 

material it should be then possible to select a few dif­

ferent approaches to the problem that might deserve 

further consideration. 

We could not hope, of course, to reach unanimity in 

favor of any one particular approach. These are matters 

on which ~~people will hold differing opinions. 

~l we-~an aep~ox:....i.s-- that the differesees of opi-G:i~ 

~bonest diffexence~ .f If it were possible to engage 

in such an exchange of views as here proposed, we could 

apply an objecti~~9A~t~c;ss o~~i~~o~~ 
after a final ~io~of~pinions IS=aesomplis~4- ~ 
The testj Wh~~Pfl1j' is to see if 

there is any strong correlation between the kinds of 

opinion that are held and the nationalities of those 
~~/ 

who hold ~t~articular kind of opinion. If there is 

a strong correlation, the best place for the material 

assembled would seem to be in the waste paper basket. 

~In America, there are not very many scientists who are 

spending much of their time and attention in thinking 

about the problems that are involved. Still, the number 

of those who might ~ participate in the ex­

change of views is probably sufficiently high to make 

such an enterprise possible. What about Russia? Do 

you know enough scientists who have thought or are 

willing to think about these problems independently of 

whatever the current thoughts of the authorities might 

be in much the same way in which they think about a 
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scientific problem?~ have recently written an article 

in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists which you will 

find enclosed. It is far from being a good article, and 

I am told that I have left out of consideration some im­

portant points of view. The article does not deal with 

matters of practical politics. It is rather an attempt 

to stress the importance of certain issues and to draw 

attention to certain points of view which are not cus­

tomarily taken into account. Vfit seems to me that it is 

easier to reach a meeting of the minds on the ultimate 

goals that may be acceptable to all and therefore that 

we must seek agreement 

practical matters that 

on that level at first. The 

may lead us to those goals are 

~ scientists are :iess adapted more 7on;;~~~)al and 

to ~pafty ~em . If you or someone whose opinions you 

a memorandum, pointing out all of 

wrong with the particular approach 

value were to write 

the things that are 

that has been adopted in this article o! m~~ I shoul9 ( 
~..,.._~,~~ ~~ -It{) 

be most interested in receiving a copy. dlioz eo·;er ,· :it ~~ 

,.might ...lte: t t,.t .,S;uch a memorandum would tlt eft~ show us ~~~ . # 

if the ~rqy exchange of views that I am tentatively ~~~ 
proposing in this letter is going to run into )}gsurmount.!. jJwf-rt_:./ 
able practical difficulties of communication. Ff If communi.!. ""'1tt'q ~ 

cation proves to be possible, I would think that articles ;< ~%"17 )~ 
written by different scientists reporting different ,7 '/11Jt-) VJt/ 

!11}J,.w.,L.., points of view could be sent to you and could be circu­

lated by you among all of those who may wish to partici-

pate in this exchange of views. Similarly, articles 

sent by you would be circulated among the American par­

ticipants.· After several exchanges back and forth, it 

should be possible to make editorial suggestions to the 

authors in what manner they might wish to rewrite their 

articles in order to avoid confusion and overlapping and 

thus we might end up with a collection of articles that 

could greatly contribute to the much needed clarification 

of thought. If there is a dis. a~r~:;f~ on major issues, 

it should be possible to see ~hat the reason is 

. /'ti;.,+~tl!t~ 

4t~~ 
A 
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for such disagreement and how the conditions need to be 

changed in order to make it possible to eliminate the 

disagreement. 

I am, of course, mindful of the practical difficul­

ties that stand in the way of such an enterprise and I 

am also aware of the possibility that some of these dif­

ficulties might be unsurmountable; but even if the odds 

are small, the potential benefit is so great that it 

seems worthwhile making a try. 

In America, public opinion seems to demand that 

whenever you write on the issue of peace in more than 

just a general sort of way, you should make it very 

clear in one way or another that you are not pro-Russia1h­

I assume the situation in Russia is rather similar in 

the reverse way. If you read my article, I very much 

doubt that you will consider it pro-Russia1z, .- Yet, E. P. 
Wigner tells me that another scientist reading my arti­

cle complained that "It is not clear from the article 

that the cause of the democracies is close to the heart 

of Szilard". This illustrat,_e_s some of the difficulties 
_,_.-v-e., ' 

we will have to n 

obstacles are 

ter 

!'bug on this ph:t:ne-t... 
;)~ 

if 

at-

ry 

I meant this letter to be a personal matter, and 

the opinions here stated are my personal opinions. The 

Bulletin of Atomic Scien~~~~A Jill forward this letter 

to you with a covering ~expressing the Bulletin ' s 

concept of what they may regard as desirable. 

LS:cf 
enc. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 





173 MORRISON AVENUE 

MONTREAL, QUE. 



PLAZA 9-4880 

DAar Dr . Szilar~: 

Mv" sistAr "R.uth VollmP,.. gave mA vnu,.. n~=>wPst. Voi C'P of tbA 

DnJph.i.ns to r <>arl. !e are all <>nt.hus~=d about i_+ .• 

Would VoLl be kind PnOUFh o.:a-1 Wl:'itP a WO~ in rrrr n rn? 

To bA sn,..e that. you won't have anv work with this, I Pnclose 

a stamuAd <>nveloo w"t.h my adt:J 1'.'ASG , so that vou ,iust have 

to nut it. back in the mail; thP uosta~<> tnclu~As the corru~ate~ 

w-ra1Jn~=>,.. too . 

Thanks fo1'.' your kindness, 

Auril l~th, l~Rl. 

p. s.: 



./ CLASS OF SERVICE OESIREO \. 
DOM ESTIC CABLE WE s TE TELEGRA~ ORDINARY 

~- URGENT 
n RATE 

SERIAL OEFERREO 

0ilt:t'l!~~~ NIGHT U N I 0 lffiER 
SPECIAL SHIP 

SERVICE RADIOGRAM 
Patron& ahould cheek dau or aervic:e 
dtti~ : olherwir.e the me~~&:~ge w1ll be 

lranarnitted aa a telegram or A . N . WI L L IAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON 
ordinary ubl~m. PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Send the following telegram, &ubjecl to the term& on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 
or similar phrases may be 
included without charge. 

Sender's address 
for reference 

RN 1207 I CH ECK \.. 

$ 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

N s 

TIME FILED 
F 

J. C. W ILLEV ER 
'\. . FIRST VtCE·PRESIDENT 



CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \. 

WE STE RN .I '-DOMESTIC CABLE 1207 CHECK 

TELEGRAM.., ORDINARY $ 
D>V URGENT 

LETTER RATE 
ACCOUNTING INFO RMATION SERIAL DEFERRED 

0 ~;NIGHT NIGHT UN I N s GRAM LmER 
SPECIAL SHIP 

SERV!CE RADIOGRAM 
Patrona 1hou\d check tlaM of ttr\'lU TIME FILED 
dfairtd : othtrw\te the meuaae w1ll btl F tr.uumiued aa a telq:ram or A . N . WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON J . C . WILLEVER 

""\ ordinary tabltf'I"Sm. 
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST V IC E -F>RESIDENT 

s~nd th~ follo wing telegram, •ubj~cl to the term• on back hereof, which ar~ h~reby agr~ed to 

To------------------------------------------ ------------------'9----

Care of or Apt. No. ----------------------------------------------------------------

Street and No.-------- ---------------------------

Place 

WANT A REPLY? 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases may be 
included without charge. 

Sender$ addTe$$ 
for reference 



J ClASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \. 

WE STE RN 1207 / CHECK \. DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM-! OROLNARV $ 
DAY URGENT 

LEn£.R RATE 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION SERIAL DEFERRED 

UN 0 N ~NIGHT NIGHT 

I s T EGRAM LETIER 
SPEC IAL SHIP 

S[RV~CE RADIOGRAM 
TIME FILEO Patron& ahould ched dau of nrV\ce 

F dnirM : othttwllt the mtAUit w1ll be 
tranammed aJatelettramor A. N . WILLIAMS NEWCOMB C ARLTON .J. C. WILLEVER 

"'\ I' ord1nary c.ablernm. F'RESIOENT CHAIRMAN O F THE BOARD FIRST VICE·PRESIOENT 

Send the following telegram, •ubject to the term• on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

To------------------------------------------- -------------------'9 --

Care of or Apt. No.------------------------------------~---------------------------

Street and No. -------------------------------------------------------------------

WANT A REPLY? 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases may be 
included without charge . 

Sender'• adtfre55 
for reference 



_/ CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \. 

WE s TE RN 1207 I CHEC K ' DOM ESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORO I NARY $ 
DAY URGENT 

LEnER RATE 
ACCO UNTING IN FORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

U N I 0 N 0Tili~~~~ NIGHT s 
lffiER 

SPECIAL SHIP 
SERV:C[ RADIOGRAM 

TIME FILEO Patron• ahould check clau or 1ervice 
F de.irfli: olherw,,e the meMage will be 

"'\ 
transmitt ed •• a lele,ram or A . N . W ILL I A MS N E WC O M B CARLT O N J . C . W I L LEV ER 

"\. I' ordinary cableanm. PRES I DENT CHA I RMAN O F THE BOA RD F IR S T V I CE- F>RES I OE NT 

Send the follo wing telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

To------------------------------------------- ----------'9--

Care of or Apt. No. -----------------------------------------------------------------

WANT A REPLY? 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases moy be 
included without charge . 

Sender's adtfre55 
for reference 



J CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \ 

WE s TE RN 1207 J CHECK \.. DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM_. ORDINARY $ 
DAY URGENT 

LETIER RATE 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION S! 11AL DEFERRED 

UN 0 N ' v'ERNIGHT NIGHT 

I s TELEGRAM LmER 
SPECIAL SHIP 

SERV!CE RADIOGRAM 
Patrons ahould che-ck daa. of aervice TIME FILED 
det1~: othtrwtte the mti!M&e will be F 

'"\ tranamllled •• a telq:ram or A . N . WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON J . C . WIL LEVER 
"\ ordinary ublqram. 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram, $ubjecl to the terrm on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

To------------------------------------------- ------------------'9----

Care of or Apt. No.·-----------------------------------------------------------------

Street and No. -----------------------------------------------------------------

Place 



_} CLASS OF SERVICE OESIREO 

WE STE RN 1207 .f CHECK \. DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM .a ORDINARY $ 
t-oAY"'- ' URGENT 

LEnER RATE 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION SERI,._l OEFERREO 

UN 0 N -~[~~~~ NIGHT I s 
LmER 

SPECIAL SHIP 
SERV•CE R>\OIOGRAM 

TIME FILED Pau'Ons should c: h~~ek cia" or 1erv1ce 
dNired; o1 he.-w1u t he meuaae will be F 

tnm1m1t1ed •• a telearam or A . N . W ILLIA M S NEWCOMB C A RLTO N J . C . W ILLEVER 
"\ ordi nary cablegnm 

P RE S I DENT C H AIR M AN OF THE BOARD FI RS T V ICE·PR E S I D ENT 

Send the following telegram, lubjecl to the tem,. on bac~ hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

To------------------------------------------- -------------------19--

Care of or Apt. No.-----------------------------------------------------------------

Street and No. --------------------------------------------------------------------

WANT A REPLY? 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases may be 
included without charge. 

Sender'l address 
for reference 
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J CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \. 

WE STE RN 1207 I CH ECK ' DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM .... ORDINARY $ 
DAY URGENT 

LEnCR RATE 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UN 0 N OfJrE'I!~ll.i NIGHT I s 
LETIER 

SPECI AL SHIP 
S(RV~CE RAOIOGRA,_I 

Patron• ahould check dau of aerVlU TIME FILEO 
dni~ : oth~rw1se the meuaa• will b. F 
"\ 

trantmllted aaa telerramor A . N. W I LL I AMS NEWCOMB CARL TON ..J. C . WILLEV ER 
~ ~ ord1nary ublqram. ,.RESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRES IDENT 

Send the following telegram, &ubject to the temu on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

To------------------------------------------- ------------------'9----
CareoforApi !Vo·----------~-----------------------------------------------------

Street and No. ---------------------------------------------------------------------

WANT A REPLY? 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases may be 
included without charge. 

Sender'& address 
for reference 

Sender's telephone 
number 



Ootober 16 , 1943 "l• I. v , 

Colon 1 L dale 
li tary Int llig nce 

Dep tment 
Pent ~on Building 

hing<l;on , D. C. 

Dear Colonel Lansdale: 

'' 

. .. . . 

On Friday of 1 t ek , Oot'ober a, I sent you upon my return 

to New York the foll ing t legram: 

'~ind that it 11 be vary difficult for me to meet conditions 
of propo d settlement and would , therefore , now appreoi to aa• 
auranoe by L :vend r and general to the ef'feot that the 1 ad 

of' the special projeot will be given a fl'ee hand to r employ me 
th b ck pay t his discretion o that he will be tree to liT ., 

up to his interpretation of' the understanding that exiote b • 
tw en him and me . Shall a em yo~ photocopy of' 1 tter sign by 

project 1 ader arch 26 in whioh oondi tions for my reemployment 

with back pay were defined • I reaffirm that I never refu.led ai1'3' 
oh ok tend red to me by the Uni var 1 ty and would appreoi te your 

checking thi point • Please note that I informed r • Hume who 

r preaenta me in negotiationa with Lavender about law suit when 

he took over • 'lire containing auranoe reque ted ould hava to 

r ach me by onday morning to influence outcane . 420 ·~ st 116 

Street . 

(signed) L. SZIL!Jm" 

I am enclosing the phot~oopy mentioned in the above telegram and 

you will see that it contains no st_1lfl&tiona concerning eny of my inven­

tiono whioh wer made prior to my. employment on a government contract • 
' ., 

~~' . I wish .f'urther to ini'cl'nl you that the l :w &ui.t has been ettled 

o that 1 f a.ny' danger of a l k existed in o onneotion with thi matter, 1 t 

has ben averted . 

m 110tttM!'rf'r HA! 
TAKtN FROM A FILE OF THE 
:~QOONNE NATIONAL LABORATORY 

0~ . WAS TURNED OVER TO 
- \~·. l(Q SZilARD ON 

V ry truly yours , 

L . Szilard 



20.52-22.00: 

Gt:CBUS'Z 
A G!6busz uj szcimciban ar r6! !esz s 

v alamifajta kiizde!em az ember harmon 
nizlici6, a magcira mrzradottscig ellen es 1

1 met aram!atokban. EgyU.tta! egy mcisik < 
a perspekttva, a jov6 tcivlata szubjekt!t 
sztercijciba ta.·tozi~<:. . j 

Kil>ernctik?. ~ • , 
Reszlet Szilard Le6 Nobel-dijas atom-w · 
tud6s fantasztikus r egenyebol 
Elmonctja : Szakats Miklos l 
Aragon : Reszlet a ;<oltO nyilaikozata­
iab61 



.. • 

LANG IMRE 
J 

A sOP R ON I F.s UJPESTI posz r 6 Es szONYEGGYARAK R. r . 
VEZE RI GAZGA TOJA 

Kedves Le6 ! 
Nem tudom helyenval6 e ez a megsz6litas, 

miutan kb. 35 eve nincsen kozotti.ink 'kapcsolat. Ha j61 emlekszem 35 eve annak, hogy az az6ta elhunyt felesegemmel -Spitz Arankaval - egyiitt ~ondonban ve­
led ebedeltlink. 

Raterek soraim celjara: A magJar radi6ban a napokban ismertettek "Fantasztikus" cimii konyved nehany reszletet. Az adast nagv e1·dekl6dessel hall­gattam. Miut&n azonban ezt a Ronyvet itt beszerezni fiem lehet, remelem nem veszed rosszneven, ha arra kerlek kozol6. velem milyen m6don juthatnek ennek bir­tokaba. Nagyon lekoteleznel ha egy peldanyt kiild~et­nel, ha lehet nemet nyelvi.it, de amennyiben ilyen nin­csen lehet angol is. 4iut~n az el1enertekJ t az ismert oknal fogva atutalni nem all m6domban, kerlek kozold egyb~n, nogy mely magyar konyvvel viszonozhatnrun ked-vessegedet. , Ha egyszer elhataroznad magad arra, hogy idelatogass, regi Julia utcai villamban igen szive­sen latott vendegem v~lnal, ahol b oven volna hely szamodre. 
R6zsival kb. 30 eve talakoztunk Parizs­ban, Belaekt6l AraP~a halalakor kaptam nemny sort 1 de reszvetleveli.ik megkoszonesere mar nem kaptam va­laszt, igy tehat r6luk sem tudok sem.mit. 

En azert nem kezdemenyeztem a levele­zest, mert a ki.ilfoldiek rendszerint azt hiszik,hogy ez erdekbol tortenik, 3r~ek pedig meg a latszatat is el akartam kerulni. 
Szivesen 

Fogadd kerlek el6re is 
hallanek valamennyiteknol. 
koszonetemet es sok SZlVelyes udvozletemet 

Budapest, 1964. aprilis 4. 

Lang Imrei Budapest. 
I.Jul1a u. 15. 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hot.el Dupont Plaza 
washington, D. c. 

Dear Dr~ Szilard: 

Apartment 201-A 
4509 s. 1.-J.· Vermont Street 
Port 1 and 19, Oregon 
February 9, 1962 

Finst, I shoul d like to personally endorse your plan 
for disarmament as stated on your colle g e tour. It is 
a concrete st~p toward the abolition of weapons and 
is supported by clear,lo g ical principles~ 

Second, I wish to inform you that ~ne-hundred copies 
of your speech (at Reed Colle g e) were distributed at 
our school, to studenrs and teachers, and the plan 
was discussed in our Students for Peace g roup. ~here 

has been a great deal of enthusiasm for your pro gram, 
and I hope you will lnform me on any fur t her act ions. 

Sincerely yours, 

\ l""~ l~ 
( Miss)Irene Lapin 
Lewis and Clark College 



1 • l. 

• • • 

ol.l • ' 

Dear Professor Laski, 
this is a copy of my lett~~ to 

Beveridge. I met Ka.nnhei1Jl in Bruessels on hie .way to 
.Amsterdamm 1 he offered ·to help in thie work th~. e, and 
1 informe t him about the appeal which will be la .ched 
in England. He had some 4oubt4 &bout the advisibi ity of 
making this appeal through the press in the near futar and 
I suggested that he should write about it to yoa . Of course 
one can not stop any move which leads to raising funds and 
I do not know whether it is possible to make an appeal without 
using ·the presb channel. I thouiht it will be in any case int 
resting for you to get the vue of Kwmm" somebody who just left 
Gemany and that you may like to have Rannheima address in 
Holland. 

Yours sincerely 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

DIVISION OF HUMANITIES 
RIV E RSIDE, CALIFORNIA 

De nr rofessor Szilard : 

2 0 Ha r c h J.C'' 6 2 

I av e been follo":i nc; ;r0u r a r c un· ent s lil.nd 
wr itings f o r m· .n~r mont 1!3 n0' '1' anc' wis ~1 t h .t I r enem'1e r ed you bette r 
f r om my f the r ' s h ou se i n er .LJ. n . 

s t u dent sent me a co :r of yo r spe '3 ch -_._n~ your 8.i'1P e l l , i n 
'3.118"'" t " ,.,J, ic 1• I '"lf'l e:-! c l o~~ -,~ my co;,~t. r5.hut i o"1 • You a r e entirely 
r i ght : \7e a r e on the roacl to v.ur . I myself hwe pu blicly c o ,mi tfed 
mys elf to thi;- prophecy: \7&..r a·G the be,·inni · · of K~nnedfs t 11ird te r r1 
( t o h i ;:::hlir'1t t l1e f a ct t hat i n an eme r c ency c on::- t :i t tt i ··nal p r o ­
VlS J.cns ill ('01 nt f or l jtt l e ) . Yet I run afr a i d t h t I c:....1mot 
sh ·"re y ou r optimism :J.S t o hou i t t' i . h+ be r ev ent ed , anc: as ~ n on­
sci ent i st I resent t he mo11 opoly of the s cientiGt r o n t 1e pro pos ed 
Cou ncil. The trou ble lies not i n r t i ,.,nal ;-cle mes o f in ter nat i onal 
agreement s o r p o lic~· ov e E: . I t lies ""it'-1 ubli c o . ini rn . I f you 
C O' l d f i r s t of cdl s i l enc e y --;ur coD.e ..ft,Ue anc' c o:.· nt r yman iir . Tel ler 
I '"Ol.'ld hav e more ho;_~ e . A\:d .in g ene ral, publi c opinj on , cert ,i nly 
i n s Juthern C1tii fo rni a , i U)Zthm;i liz e ci fo r ·;·a r t o ar: inc r e· 1ibl3 extent . 
No one ..,.ant s 'l"'a r, to b e ru r e , ut av er :' o m~ny " ant A.ll t h8 tl"dn,_:s 
that msl( e for 7ar . 

d~sarPam\'Jnt 
There c ~1 b e no effe ct ive maEi xixoci xxn u nles s t her e i ; psyc hol o i ca l 

di s a.ri'l arnent first . Jhat you need i s a b etter c o: ·- re 1 ens i on i"1 our 
public of ·rhy the Hu s s ians b eh ·we like Rus s i a ns , more sympathy ~7it h 
the i r :1r nblen, s , a bet t er unde r;- t n.no nnr.· of their rnoti?Za t i on . I g iv e 
t a l ks i n our comr•,u ni ty a n c'l a e alwa ·s appalled by t he f a ct t 1:,t s o fev; 
;o eo p:Le l"" •• n a{,e to make sens e of t he · ·orld i n · ·11ic L they l ive • .tl.nd they 
hav e l i t t l e i d ea of the d estructiveners o f ·as.r . I "uv e hea r d them 
c!1eer a f'T' e 3 . ..1<:e r ,. ,].,o c 2-.lled for a n a ct i v e ':'2._ ··j_-L aJ. l o>; r Y'e apo ns 
at t.1e e a rli ef' t opporluni t ~ • 

I ag r e e ·it h y u abou t the s eri 0us n esf': o _ the s i t u .s.ti on , but I 
cannot h el p fe elinc~ t h at mu ch of our p r e s ent. nat i ·''ia.l menta lity 
i s the r esu lt. o f an exc es s ive c; l o ri -~ic ~:E ilon of .-, ci ence a n ·· a resu l ting 
c a l l ous n esc t o,·;::;.r d t he humani ti -s . I sometimes even fee l th t a l l 
t hoc, e ·,·rho c a ll f or a bet · er und e:~;-tanc~ i ng of - ci ence in our a ;:; e , like 
Rabi , Snoy , and a l l the others , are cast in~ a n j ndirec t vot e for 
war. Let u s end ou r v ast s c i entific . ; oject r- , son e of them d o··nri ~ ,t 
silly ( lik e t he hu r:; e radio t eles cope s se "..r <h i nr; for r a di o v oices 
f r om out er s pa ce) a nc' c onc ent r ,to:. ou r at t ention and ene r-gies on t he 
human prob lerr.s , Ul'ial1. r elat i ons i n ou r on r. ociety i n or de r t o 
g et m'!ay fr om t he panic of the J ohn Bi r c h s ociety , and humc.L n r el.3.tions 
bet ·een countri e s . The c au s es o f ;:·ar J. i e v er y de ep i n our ;, oc i e y - ~ 
t hey cannot be elin i nat e d by clev e r g i lill:nick s . The deeper c au ses h ve ) ) / J 
alr e ad; do omed us - unless t he re be a v a s t rr or al r evulsx i on agai nst 
-: he very bas e s of our cu r rent societ y r and, no ne i s i n prospect) . 

" J i . f i..--~- ,r.-_s. I w:i s ~1 y nu ·--ell i n y our puo j e ct. ~"""' -, ~A-.........,~ ....... ..._~" ~ -

,_.;_j' v;.-,. ;,-+..; I,! ~ - !/....,...., , 7 ·"-'·• <> !lr> s pe ctfull y ::ours , IJ v~ ...... L.,.,.~---
11~ 

Theoc'lo re 'Y: . Vo n L<J.U9 
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ry to o ueh11 - P 3. 

o •lneJ·y ot 
'f r~ prob"1bly ne tb .r 
U 1 be r lou d 1D. II 

a ot a ek! .; out 
oo1ootit'i.c, Pl"<i lam 

nt l ~o not kfto -ttttude ot the libe~l twJ ot 
. awe r, o beervi ot the or.k ~h y .bK:.., pro \10 d , 

1 ot them m13ht a· o th1 -.1ewpo1nt ncl ot on ito 'Ihlil~e 
pl •• t ~118 he ·ponl eT r:y 1 htoh, tor the pnrt, take us tsnher 

nd tA:r'h$r own th• rDtld to flaother z-. It they it bet'ort t.bulr atkee, 
CnMJ'rH• n4 tJPet~r1te with lUtl or noth1 tt to onsr th 1r list ners, 
v1 wer Hn ~- er 1:n .n r to the tan1ble pb.,llomGM they ollserv • 'thtly 

to hAVe no a:&ort or lOll$ run "'ttem Into ;bleb to fit a.y t .o liky oocur-
r nee in y t.t1.0t t di~tea a ,ti'Y out to peao or security. 

r·or exr mple, a fer; roont 3 :J ~> \id urrow eYoteCl l:.1 pTO m to th(' llOI'rors 
nd . er leutleff ot' the *'euttonse A... ,~b n c • tt t diel he ot'for !'!18 

.list ne·.r a a my out~ Cnly tlu~t tb.ey bou.ld rapcrt to thfl ·.t\1 n;y uep1 ... 
cio'I1S oti iti s au~h t'\S a u•1AAbor tPki.~ a ~ll, too-he ,..., ~ Jeet into 
hie pl~c -ot busin or ho ., 'l"h n, I remember. his progr m tl'G.Uee ott 
into nothing w1 th the thought t nt ... a "~ust dErYelop t,;Qn$ .u a:ne o:t :c_rtYre Uns 
this sort ot thtq. In t(ltb.er rogl'om.'il he ht1 a vn aly rot :n-ed t4 "th-e need 
for .oc; k.W ot rl.4 o"r$"'lmba tton.. •llat tl 7 l£1& to a .~ ~ha oom>a sort. 
of tbing on ht!l pto m. 

t bout thr ., t! tll tn the ua't year or ~u the ollve:r r·oe.t 1 in 1sen "".ins 
41tor 1. 117 aom.o knott7 current •nl'ld 1·robl m ~~d up tts op1n1on by 

s~y1. that nrob~bly thia -vroblf1!1t could» •t be aolVI'l<d ·it.llou.t oo.r. tort Qf 
•orld or~n1:;eU or. 1.1o:rld ,ovo.l"fllil nt st:Ml'l!J(l> .. thnn thu ·~. ~i. 

It ems to that t'lOOll.'!lwttatorr.~ (.!Dd 14ri'!: 1.'•1 l1kG ·iihos~, :.ilic ob•1i!)UlJl 
beve no a.... :\1 ~rs bioh $Van tho}' eonat dar d<II::.U· t~, could 'be t:i 1hld ~o 
$9~ after so.~ 'b ttar ~ys out th 'n they ' V< l'litt QnVi ion~:Hl. !t t> !9 

t'urth r trult the ide'a ot s~akttt~ tte . ..- such tde.&3 by in<nmu ot the 0~11 tned 
and pro'nKl r.ll'tthott .A\iah ha prnf!ucoa thil bo:"'lbm ~hat 't·ht• ten u;~ !lli~t 1nap1re 
such psopl • 

:.o ~, bf 1t11< y t>. whl'lt I am t tnk1n1; i!ilbout -::;r al'l.lin. ~4a't uur ooci5l solen~tia·ts 
r;igh~ prod:uoe, oon.siear our dfld.f.~ ·.1\h the ovie}t vnion. J:t p~JBt t, our 
two t.ahn u~B for de, UnJ 1r i tb the .1u JJ1nn eo m ttl be t.br .:Ht ot ''l!tr EUU\ · 
rot"01 our GO<--calhw slH.es to f.oll9··r ou.~ l•d• Th ne ~1etheoo • aven thoup 
they ~7 Pt tl.\13 tim 'bs an •s;a.:ntl 1 ~rt ot ow dipl(lllli!!OJ, uaaa elone 
tro :tbt 1th t.r1. ttUl rt.ak'e tc ~~ a O\lr worl -• UN!J, ·tlwre i a WS# o 
pu into . r!ict1o th» add1.tion.l twt.J.~~>d<~~ e .1N~•4y l:Jl.oy; ihr d lin."' 1th a 

, S""(JU6, .o tll :nsoiOJl. f\U."\::ly, Ow:' pn e~ul'-'&ista, aooiologist'i), i;i~tc .. can 
dig up .. <ldi tton:> l te llni :w· tt l)"lot•e .:u destroy t.:nu.•si!lllT a. If '.b tn17 t irl7 
aU1ck :r.es,;lt of tlLU k.ia.O c:t" Wl')rk \1f!l"6 to bG juat tl ·~1 ilupl•+)'f. t in vtU" 

re.l tions ~1 h the ~vtets, tb:l OO-!i! little mpl"OTenwnt could m1'lk oh! ~.r. t 
~ d1ff~l' ace!" 

Th{o1ee id could be illumreted ttU"' 11 eeY ~l sora 0£:1~&Js. ~.owner, 
th fore 1 sori"ption pro bly :to1 · .• y I! l£'01)4 i d . of wh"'tt's ou fQ" mind. 
T i.,it.a& tio~ ncy ill l'iO te 4~·yr~lt!p th !;~ 1 e.,qa into -.orkeblu proJ ·t. 
~~l ~)ys oi '~~l t"id.f. • on tlw p.r•obltt b.:.-1\Ve oo u:rred {) • l;'h$ three tol-
l i geiH'Jral pprooct~6 · ~e th'!l ooat H. ely: 

1. e dliilt ;r.,d ~.uittkest · y to get to ttJ<~r w9ul b!f! to "111 mysnlf 
witb uniY reity or other or~'ni7~tion ~idch gtthor •• nt• t~ l~uneh ~}TO 
ot the \;v:pe ~-riai ne4 o;,;' rlti>Ch hatl Mt< now in o;wrn t1 • .d(l .ver • !. kfilm of 



Gregory to Laughl i n - Pas& 4 ot 4. 

no organization which 1 either c ont emplating o~ presently carrying on s ch 
a prog Do you know ot any to whioh you oan refer mei 

2. I oould, and failing aooompl1shment of my /;3 alternetivep probably 
will try to interest a uni "'ersity su.oh· as Oolo. University i n takiBg OD. sooh 
an effort. 

3. Sinoe the main working idea whieh I have put forth is that or trying 
to inter est mass medi a people, preferabl y on a national le 1, in themselvea 
s eking after more adequate knowledge as well as oawmunioating uob ideas to 
their widest audiences , ~erhaps the best way of proceeding would be tor me 
to work out the spec! fie objaoti vas ot this particular approach together w1 th 
t he tasks involv d in reaching those objectives. Then, I should apply tor a 
grant ot money to make possible the working of the proposed plan. 

At this point, you ~.y b wonderin~ what things I am Asking of you. 
Depending on y·our reaction to this letter and your d.egree of inter est 1n 
t he idea I have tried to describe as well as the probl ems I have in working 
out those ideas, your help could range from. : 

1. The least - suggestions of groupe or individuals who may have a 
similar interest to mine • 

2. To the most - your act ive participation with me - and any others 
we might c hoose to i nvolve , sucth as Oliff Houston, for example - i n helpins 
to plan and finance the project in the shortest possible time. 

I Should appreciate your reply giving me your general reac tion to what 
I have written as soon as you can spare the ttma to reply. 

If we find that a per sonal inta1~1ew 1 desirable , I expect to be in 
Chicago i n Maroh and could e ane on to Uew York at that time. 

I 'll look forward to your reply. 
It you want to check on me further than our brief but rather intense 

experience together at Idyllwild, you may write to any or all of the fol­
lowing people all of whom know me to some extent both oharatter-wise and in 
a orking-associate capacity: 

Max er , lditor, Oolo. Labor Advoeate, 360 Acoma St, Denver 
~ack Gibb, Psychology, Univ. of Colo., Boulder, Colo. (Jack rnBY be 

1 aving tor Austria within the next week or two} 
Rev. Rudolph Gilbert, Minister, Unitarian Church, 2045 A h, Denver 
Charles Graham, atto:x·ney, Symes Bldg., Denver 2 
Oharles Grey, (my brother-in-law), teacher & builder, 4802 1 . Mth Ave. 

{Charles probably knows my abilities and lack of them) Denver 
more ACcurately than anyone else in my entire acqualtance. 'hile he 
would undoubtedly be prejudiced in my favor in any personal evalua­
tio~ he ould nevertheless try for the most aucurate presentation.) 

Clifford houston, Dean of Students , Univ. of Colo., Boulder, Colo. 
Dr. Max Kaplan, Ophthalmologist, 3706 E. Colfax , Denver. 
Wm Reynard, patent attorney, 709 .Kittredge Bldg, Denver 2 . 
Mrs. Flvelyn Lewi , Director ~ dul t Education Council of Denver , 'Public 

Library, Denv r 2, Colo. 
lUwood Murray, Head of Dept. of Speech, Denv r University, University 

l'ark Campus , Denver. 

Cordially, 



INTERCULTURAL PUBLICATIONS INC. 

Mrs . Louis Gimbel 
163 East 78 Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Mrs . Gimbel, 

April 11, 1955 

477 Madison Avenue 

New York 22, N. Y. 

PLaza 1-2900 

Cables : Perculta Newyork 

I can't begin to thank you enough for such an 
extremely p leasant evening at your house last week . 

Professor Szilard ' s letter and proposal are most 
interesting . Off hand, I would certainly say that 
he is on the right track . As far as getting support 
for him from the Foundation, this would be in 
Shep Stone ' s department, since he is in charge of 
things to do with " peace"., and I feel sure tha t you 
can persuade him to bring the matter to the a ttention 
of his colleagues. 

As for myself, I would l ike to check into this a 
bit, to see if there is anything I can do to help, 
a nd would be most grateful if you could a sk Professor 
Szilard to let me have a few extra copies of the 
material for circulation to friends whose judgmentH 
I rely on . 

I am convinced that the politicians are getting nowhere 
fast and that only some kind o f popular movement 
inspired by this type of thinking can hold out any hope. 

t vvishes, 

JL: ss 



Mr . James Laughlin 
Intercultural PUblications Inc 
477 ~adison Avenue 
New York 22, N.Y. 

Dear l·tr. Laughlin: 

The University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 
April 16, 1955 

Personal 

~rs . Louis Gimb l told me that you would 

like to hav a few extra copJ.es of the material she a howed 

you for circulation to friends on whose judment you rely . 

I am grateful for your interest. 

Through d1acuasions with different people, 

our ideas gradually evolve and you will find attached to the 

Memorandum a.n Addendum that dascrlbes our current thinking. 

I understand that you are about to go 

abroad. If tnere is time left for us to coet and discuss 

th s things, please contact me at the King's Crown Hotel, 

420 W at ll6th 5t, New York City (Telephone Un 4-2700). 

Otherwise, will you let me know upon your return if you are 

interest d in discussing this matter? 

In the meantime I shall attempt to putd.oan 

on paper some of the concrete oone1derat1ons which, according 

to my own views, should enter into th considerations _ f the 

Commission and we might discuss thee also 1f you are 1ntereatedo 

V ry truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS/nr 



INTERCULTURAL PUBLICATIONS INC. 

Professor Leo Sz ilard 
King's Crown Hotel 
420 West 116 Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

April 20, 1955 

Thank you so much for sending me extra copies of 
your interesting material . I will take these with 
me to India and show them to some people there and 
see if we can ' t get some useful reactions . I 
have always agreed with Toynbee that the next "step" 
is going to come out of that part of the world . 
But somehow we must keep the politicians of the 
west from wrecking things until it doe~ . 

When I get back from India in June I will go to 
work on this thing and see if I can be of any help· 
to you . It can probably be only a personal inter­
est, but I agree wholeheartedly with what you are 
trying to do. 

Sincerely~ • 

~ughlin 
President 

JL:ss 

477 Madison Avenue 

New York 22, N.Y. 

PLaza 1-2900 

Cables : Perculta Newyork 



Dr. Chsrlea I. uritaen, Sr. 
C~li fornia Ins titute of Tachnolo~-y 
Pasttdena, California 

Dea r LHur i t.sen: 

March 15, 1950 

Havin6 just t alked to y ,)u over the >hone, I 

an s ending you enclo s ed soffia mn t erial t lw t ie 

r a t her out-dated, but. still srnves the J;:Ur1:ose 

of ,; iving you s ome 1nf orJM.tion about .our enter-

prise. Plluline; can brin5 you up-to-date on the 

b <t$:\. S of our las t Princeton zr.eeting ~ 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



t ,, ... ,...,.,. 

til\~· " (.. . ... Q.JtUQI. 

.'h 

~in er«" 
I 

FJL: 

.. 





1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

June 16, 1948 

Miss Ruth C. Lawson 
Mt. Holyoke College Institute on tee United lations 
South Hadler, Massachusetts 

Dear Misa Lawaona 

I am vritirag to acknowledge your kind telegram, whieh 
I 

I reeeived today. Since I talked to you over the telephone, I 

pave ~en urged to attend a meeting of the trustees of the Emer-

geney 0011111 ttee ot Atomic Scientists which is to be held in Prince­

ton on the lOth and 11th or Julr. If you have not meanwhile found 

a satiatactorr aubstitute for me, and wish me to come, I could split 

the traveling expenses tr0111 and to Oalitornia halt and halt between 

your organisation and the Emergency Committee. I would prefer not 

to charge tha the fUll amount, since they are supported by public 

contributions. 

On the other hand, If' you are short of funds, I ahould be 

glad to waive any honorarium. 

It you have made other arrangements already which •l• my 

participation unnecessary, please do not hesitat to let me know. Per-

hapa rou could send me a wire at the Quadrangle Club, 1155 East 57th St., 

so that I can begin making the necessary arrangementaooae way or another. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LSaaa 



American Association 

for the Advancement of Scielue 

CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE, President 

Professor Leo Szilard 
Room 804, Memorial Hospital 
444 East 68th Street 
.New York 21, New York 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

Hamilton Hall 

Ohio State University 

Columbus 1 0, Ohio 

April 1, 1960 

All of us 'Who have been privileged to participate in the Pugwash 
Conferences, so skillfully arranged by Mr. Cyrus Eaton and his asso­
ciates, are extrenely interested in your proposal on "how to live with 
the bomb and survive" which was publ.ished in the February Bulletin ot 
the At0111ic Scientists. The difficulty is that in any "game" such as 
you propose, there is no one to erutrorce the rules, atd th&. players so 
far haven't indicated much of an inclination to abide by ar.v. 

IV own opinion is that the stalemate will continue on its own. 
V.'hat is there to do? Neither side will trust the other. Under these 
circumstances, as with two people who do not trust each other, there is 
simply the "uneasy peace" of the "Wild West Saloon" and the "poker table". 
It may very well be that the responsibility felt both by the Russians am 
ourselves for hUJilallity as a whole will be able to maintain the stalemate. 
Whether this will result in a gradual reduction in the amount of power 
necessary to maintain it, is an i.D:q:>ortant question. Personally I think 
that we will gradually reduce our annaments as we learn that we can get 
along with our business even in the face of guns being pointed at each 
other. 

I am perhaps foolish enough to think that maybe scientists and 
artists can hel.p sbow the way. We seem able to get along pretty well 
with our Russian colleagues, arxl the more that we indicate that this can 
be done at a scientific 8IXi at an artistic level, ttE more it m~ be . 
possible to show that it can be done at other levels also. This is wtv 
the Pugwash Conferences are so important. 

We are all greatly ilxiebted to you for the highly intelligent 
leadership that you glve us. You are a brave man. We are all for you. 
We hope that your work rolls along, alXi that you will live to see a 
happier and a more secure world. 

CDL:jen 

cc: Mr. Cyrus Eaton 



American Association 
for the Advancement of Science 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE, Chairman 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
Washington 6, D.c. 

Hamilton Hall 

Ohio State University 

Columbus l 0, Ohio 
May 9, 1961 

Your sophisticated satire, The Voice of the Dolphins and other stories, my 
dear Doctor Szilard, has greatly excited me. I am very thankfUl to you for having 
it sent to me. 

This delightful little volume arrived a couple of days ago, and I have been 
reading and rereading it. How amazing it is to consider the insight of Stephen 
Vincent Binet when he wrote Nightmare for Future Reference in 1938: "But you see, 
there aren't children. They aren't born." And now you have follovzed this with 
an exciting forecast in "The Voice of the Dolphins 11 , which is as brilliant a bit 
of writing as has ever come along. It really thrills me to realize how superbly 
you appreciate biological matters, as well as physical matters, and then it is 
really overwhelming to appreciate how you understand the characteristics of psych­
ology as it applies to individual am group endeavor, especially in what we call 
11politics 11 • 

I am sorry that I did not appreciate earlier your satirical writings in 1947, 
1948, and 1949. Your brilliant 11My Trial as a War Criminal 11 is so prophetically 
pertinent: I think Israel recognizes the difficulty. How pathetic it is that we 
do not yet realize, even the most perceptive of us, how much we are bound in our 
behavior by our very primitive and basic emotional drives. Do you lmow the writings 
of Paul MacLean at the National Institutes of Health on the functions of the "lymbic 
system" in the mid-brain? I think you could have a good time writing something on 
his point of view on the built-in drives for self-preservation (searcl; for food) 
and for species preservation (search for sex). 

Your excursion with "The Mark Gable Foundation" is a real delight. Ironic, 
tragic, funny, it is all too hurnanL 

Your "Calling All Stars" interests me greatly because you express so simply 
and succintly the significance of organizational levels in regard to biological 
affairs. Rich associations crowd upon me as I think of your writing. Many years 
ago, when I was a youngster at Princeton, I remember writing an essay on disembodied 
minds, - the idea that some of the brilliant minds of the past can still be floating 
around, and find physical existence in prepared machines for handling their ideasl 
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You know that I have an extremely high regard for you and for all that you 
have accomplished. I hope that you have a feeling of real satisfaction over all 
that you have brought to your fellow men. One of these days I hope to have the 
pleasure of meeting you, if it is at all possible. I am particularly happy that 
so skilled a publisher as Simon and Schuster should have issued your stories 1 
and in such a splendid manner. I hope that they will go rapidly all over the 
world, so that they may help us to see ourselves a little more clearly and 
perhaps to inspire us to work a little bit better together for our common 
welfare. 

With all best wishes and thanks, I am, 

Co:O.ially yours, 

CDL:fh 

,<f;w/~ / . ~4~ 
Chauncey D~e 



STANLEY A. LEAVY, M.D. 

235 BISHOP STREET 
NEW HAVEN 11 , CONNECTICUT 

TELEPHONE MAin 4-5416 

Dr.Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6,D.C. 

Dear Doctor Szilard: 

February 8th,l962 , 

!hope that it is not too late to 
write you of my sympathy with and support of 
the plan which you outlined in your sprech 
'~Are We on the Road to War? 11 , copies of which 
were sent to me by Dr.Margaret Brenman. It 
was h E>artening to my wife and me to learn about 
this first positive effort to do something 
politiC'a lly a bout the pre sent crisis, and we 
are glad to be counted among those who approve 
of it. 

Thr details would need a lot of 
considera bon. I am not sure that I should be 
so confident that a group of scientists 
could best d ~cid~i on political issues. And 
that the amo unt to contribute should be tw~ 
percent of one's income also deserves further 
thought, although at the moment it does not 
seem to me to be too much. 

I have shown your speech to my 
colleae;ue Dr .Bryant Wedge, who tells me that he 
too is in principle in favor of your proposals. 
I think that what app r als to us all is the 
open decision to take the stand that,whatever 
the appearance to the contrary, something ~ 
be done to deal with Soviet Russia. This is 
of course a gamble, and we know that there have 
been rulers impossible to deal with in the past, 
but is seems to be a necessary gamble. 

Sincerely 
~(j,~ 



July 10, 19 0 
Dear r. Le Chien: 

In ~urther ce of our telephone convers tion, in the 
'ake of the enli~ht.enin conference thb.t r rofessor Urey .nc I bad 
itb. you on Jilll Ust 1 I should like to .nake more precise the t•o 

6 ts of questions on 'hich we should like ~n ~ns er for sub~ssion 
~o colleagues of the Committee and coordinating authorities' 

'f he fi.r~t set is cone erned with ur nium oxide as dis­
tin5uished from the ore, and t.h. quantities s.re an initial 
mount of, se.y, ten tons, witn an option on another forty, 
to be taken up within the fisc l year. I take it that the 
present co arcial piice would c.pply t.et the tot£tl qll&lltity. 

The s cond set of ~uestions is concertl$a with the im­
portettion of uranium ore from the Le-4;ic..n Congo, on condi­
tion thai. transportation and stor~ge charges are ?aid, in 
exch&nge for ~n undert.bkin net to re-export without per­
mission and the right of the potential buyer to tske up10 
the total amount thus imported. This, presumably, will 
require your setting forth and reachiDg an understanding 
as to the condition and GS ~o the prices for varying 
l!Uilouuts of the thus optioned imports od t.he terms o.f re­
newal of the impdrted ore that may not be t&ken up within 
specified initial periods. 

In connection wi~h the available 1,000 tons of 65~pure 
ore t.o be thus import.ed, questions will be put to us on whicl:t-' 
further light e.nd information from you would be of gre t help, 
n mely: (1) t he arrangements that e uDderstand you are planning 
to m&ke for ~elting in this country as against the former 
Belgian a.rrs.ngem.ent, nd {e) potential output and product eom­
p6.risons with Canada. finally, bile remote, a question may lso 
arise as to what further q antities of ore on a monthly or quarterly 
b is could be mined ,ln the Gongo for inclusion in a supplementary 
t..rrangement. 

With kind reg&rds, 

Mr. Gustav Le Chien, 
r~ium Chemical Company, 
570 i.exington Avenue, 

ew iork City. 

lours sincerely, 



C 0 P I 

THE UNIVEH ITY Oll' CHICAGO 
Chicago o7, Illinoi 
Institute of .Radiobiology and Biophysics 
6200 Drexel Avenue 

llr. Howard Hook-Tan Lee 
Institute of R.adiobiolo~y and Bio ~hysics 
The University of Chicago 
Chica~o 37, Illinois 

Dear Lee: 

July 7, 1950 

I told you a.ftHr & conversation with Mr. Hoc:.. ness that your 

salary from the firr1t of August of this yeur on will be $5, SCO a 

year or $2.75 a month. I now understand thet it is doubtful whether 

your m.w appointment will be / Ut throu~h before the first of ue;ust, 

a.nd I am therefore writing to you to say that, atart.ing AUf,uat first 

e.nd until such time as your appointment on this new salary basis 'ill 

be pu t through 1 I shell supplement your income frorn the University out 

of my personal funds so as to brine; it up at the end of each month 

to $275 a month, 1. e. the amount v;hich you hs.d been told you will ~et . 

LS/sds 
cc: Mr. R. W. Harrison 

Dr. L. T. CoggeshaLl 
lr. M. C. Coulter 
Mr. T. R. Hogness 
Mr. C. B. lokstad 

sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



December 13, 1950 

Mr. Howard H. Lee 
Institute of Rediobiolo.;y & Biophysics 
University of Chic&go 
Chicago 57, Illinois 

Dear Leet 

Enclosed is a. check f-0r ~54. . 56 !'or th l8 r.·onth r:: of 

October •~nd November, ser.t t o you in oroc·r to bring up 

your salo.ry to the amount which you were told you would 

.,et. 

Sincerely your·s, 

Leo Szilard 

JiV 



THE LEE NA.SHEM A.GENCY 

THE MUTUAL BEN EFIT LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

110 EAST 4 2ND STREET, NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 

MURRAY HILL 5·5087 

November 17 , 1953. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Brandeis University 
Waltham, Massachusetts. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

Please accept ~ thanks for your 
check for $42.50, the annual premium on your av­
iation accident policy. The enclosed policy is 
issued instead of a receipt for the premium. 

I have asked the company to correct 
their records so that all mail will be sent you 
at the above address. 





Dear Leo, 
..... 

15 GROSVENOR SQUARE, 

w . 1 . 

April 24th. 

Leona was very thoughtful "'nd sent me the clippings 

about you which we were very glad to have, the picture of 

you I thought was very good, most news paper pictures re so 

awful, but this WPS good, and my what a dashing bathrobe you 

have on, I have been trying to imagine the co~ours of the 

stripes. I think the work you are doing is wonderful, but 

then I have alw~ys admired you so much. Leona gives me reports 

of yo u very often which I am so glad to have.I will try and 

see you when we get back, but when one is busy people can be 

v~~y much in the way, but I will find out first , 

Spring is here in full bloom, really lovely and the 

grass is green AS only English grass can get and the trees 

are flowering, and the gardens too, really lovely.This 

temporate climate seems so gentle and well behaved after the 

rampant and flamboyant tropics, and most restful . Any how we 

are enjoying it.in May we are going to Portugal I have never 

been there and so am looking forwrrd to it, but my husban~ told 

in a misguided moment that he had seen some waltzing rats on 

the beach there, so naturally I HAVE to go there, they wal tz.ed 

to a music box on the beach, just what I need. 

Although I have never h d the pleasure of meeting your 

wife will you please give her my best, :md ifJy husband joins me 

in very best to you, 
, 

With love 

\~ 



DEAR SENATOR LEHMAN: 

I am glad to accept your invitation to JO!ll the American 
Committee sponsoring the celebration of Israel's Tenth Anni­
versary. 

NAME .................................................................................................................... . 

ADDRESS .............................................................................................................. . 

CITY ....................................................................................................................... . 

STATE .................................................................................................................... . 



SU ITE 2704 

ELDORADO 5 · 1182 

HERB E RT H . L E HMAN 
41 EAST 57"!.!:' STREET 

NEW YORK 22 , N . Y. 

August 16, 1957 

Dear Professor Szila rd: 

I have been asked to become Honorary Chairman of the American 
Committee for the observance of the lOth anniversary of the 
founding of the State of Israel. I have agreed to accept this 
responsibility. 

I am now writing you to ask you to serve as a member of this 
Committee. This will not involve any effort on your part other 
than that which you might be willing to make because of your own 
interest in this undertaking. 

I hope you will agree to serve. This lOth anniversary will be 
noted throughout the world, preeminently, of cour se, in Israel. 
&~t the rest of the world, especially the Western world, has a 
deep spiritual as well as a temporal reason to take appropriate 
notice of this lOth anniversary of the re-birth of this ancient 
state, whose roots are common with those of western civilization 
itself. As the land of the Bible was the cradle of the spirit­
ual heritage of all of us, it is today the foothold and the 
focus of the forces of freedom and democracy in the Middle East. 

Today, Israel is one of the world's most dynamic symbols of 
man's capacity to create and build, despite danger and adver­
sity, given the will and the passion for creation -- and for 
freedom. 

This lOth anniversary observance will be an opportunity to 
stress the need for peacefUl progress, and the factors which 
make for peace, progress, and justice in the Middle East. It 
will be an occasion to emphasize the community of interests 
whlch binds Arabs and Jews, and Americans, too, in the dynamic 
search for peace. 
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America's security interests are involved in the Middle East 
as never before. And America's special role in the creation 
of the State of Israel should not be forgotten. 

All this is why I have agreed to help organize an American 
Committee to celebrate Israel's lOth anniversary in the 
United States. The emphasis will be on the values I have 
tried to outline in this letter. 

I do hope you will agree to serve and to lend the weight of 
your prestige to this important undertaking. 

P.S. The enclosed card is for your convenience in replying. 





Tuesday ll-20-62 

Dear Leo and ~~ude: 

The sameevening you t elephoned to tell me about rece1V1ng a letter from 
the Chairman, I telephoned Mar f y Me and gave her a complete mes sage. Early 
in the d ay - - in fact immediately after the telephone ~all, I had informed 
Allan Forbes . I trust you got the material in the f older, includ~~g the 
letter of October 9. Bob was having dinner with Der Alte that evening, 
otherwise I could D~ve rreached him directly. 

On Sunday evening, I had a chance for a liesurely conversation by 
telephoPe with Bob. He was pleased with your r esults so far. He said then 
that if they ,, ere able t o make the kind of pvogress that seemed possible 
in respect t o the immediat e diplomatic pro~lems respecting planes , he thought 
the chances were very good ~or som~thing like your staff study to work out 
well. 

My impresRion is that once again Leo Szilard has measured the requirements 
on a global scale and has initiated the right machinery to solve the centra l 
problems. I hope that your "angels" will work eff ectively with you. 

I have had conversations with Leona Baumgar~ severa~imes since 
she came to ':Ja shington -- she i nvariably aske aft er both of you. Mainly, 
she wants to know -"does he sound happyj! have been reserved about your 
plans. 

Barnet and Raskin have been ~rking hard on the Institute for Policy 
Studies. I think it will be under way in good form this year. '1rTe arP all 
greatly indebted t o you for your sound advice in setting it up , and for 
enc ouraging the undertaking. Rockefeller Foundation s eEms jnterested in 
supporting a number of Visiting Fellows and is willing to r eceive from us 
B dr aft account of what we think v-re need for the institutional support. 
They will 1\Tork v<i th us in perfecting drafts of this , and perhaps support 
part of 'litt. 1r/e have a ssur ance of $50,000 toward the Ins t i tute's support 
if we can get Ted Sorenson to write a note tobrant of its establishment . 
Gerry vhesner, l'1cGeorge Fundy and Bob t1cNamara are al l v-rilling to be call­
backs on this. Dick and I4arc will go to work full time i n January. 
Marc is worki ng on a paper on the requirements f or pol itics i n a warless world 
which he will give in a coupl e of weeks out at Santa Barbara at the invitation 
of Hutchins . Dick is going to set t le do-vm on a book a s s oon as he i s free. 
So I think another of your step-chidren is definitely underway. 

I miss you both greatly. vlhen I s·,.ring around DuPont Ciritde I feel 
differently about the whole place than when you were there. I miss your 
teJ.ephone calls and our occasional meaih or meeting together. The city itself 
is not the same wi t~out you. Good luck with your ventures abvoad· -- particularl; 
on the central objective -- and hurry on home. 

Please give my (our) love to the Dorets and Post•r c- ks. They know 
as well as you do that we are not much at writing letters. But thought messages 
are frequent and laden with all good wishes. ~ _.a 

~-l~d ~-
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Enrico Fermi Institute 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Sir, 

126 John Street 
Princeton, New Jersey 
7 December 196ll 

As two college students concerned with the problem of establishing 

a lasting and viable peace, we are very much interested in the organization 

which you have inaugurated - The Council for ~bolishing War, as reported 

in the New York Times of Sunday, December 3. It seems to us that all 

other considerations must be regarded as second in importance to this 

question. For this reason we are particularly impressed with, and 

interested in your proposal for voting solely on the question of war or 

peace (and taking other actions on this basis as well). Although we 

recognize that you are in all likelihood extremely busy, we hope that 

either you, or someone working with you, could take the time to answer 

a number of questions we have regarding the organization. For the sake 

of simplicity (?) we will merely list these below. 

1) What would constitute the detailed program of the organi%ation? 

Or, for that matter, have you reached this stage in your planning? If 

not, could you then give us a fuller idea (than that reported in the Times) 

of the lines along which the program might develop~ Specifically, what 

sorts of unilateral steps for the United States are you considering -

and which, if any, have you adopted? 

2) What would be the nature of the organization's relationships 

with already existing political and quasi-political groups? Would 

membership in other groups act as a bar to joining this organization? 

Would you regard the committment to view all issues, candidates and 

action from the point of view of war and peace vitiated by membership in 

certain other organizations (e.g. the Communist Party)? For that matter, 

what would the nature of this committment be - what would it involve? 

3) Who are some of the other sponsors of this organization? 
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4) How will the policies and programs of the organiaation be determined? 

What will the decision-making mechanisms be? How will stands on s~ecific 
propose a 

issues be decided? What will be the method of deciding on/action, if any? 

5) Will membership lists be open to inspection - by anyone, by govern­

mental agencies, by private groups? 

9) Has an organizational structure been worked out at this point? If 

not, what are some of the possibilities being considered? If so, what 

is it? 

As we fully recognize the fact that it will probably take a book (or 

two) to answer these questions, (and we have others which we are holding 

in abeyance -you may consider this a first installment), we feel it 

might be of some help to you to know the audiance to which you are 

adressing your answers. We are presently enrolled at Antioch College, 

one of us insociology, the other in chemistry. We regard ourselves as 

(to put it oversimply) members of the non (not anti) communist left. 

One of us would call himself a socialist, the other would not. The 

metaphysical question of the freedo~ xmxmxmfm.aamm (or unfreedom) of 

the dead, although interesting in the extreme, is, however, equally 

±mamxm.m irrelevant. The red-dead alternative strikes us as the ultimate 

expression of irrationality, and boarders somewhat on the insane. We 

are therefore highly interested in joining the organization if we can be 

made to feel that it is viable and offers hope for the effective expression 

of this point of view. To be more conceete, if the organization should 

be set up on a chapter basis, we are considering the establishment of 

such a chapter on the Antioch cam~us when we return in January. In case 

you're wondering what we're doing in Princeton, we are here as part 

of Antioch work-study program - a program which incidentally provides 

the opportunity for widespread contact among a wide variety of groups. 

We would also like to point out that you should also feel free to query 

us as extensively as we have you. We will be at the above address until Bld 
un~on g. 

January 1, 1962, and thereafter may be reached at Antioch College,/Yellow 

Springs, Ohio. Thank you in advance for an~ consideration you may give to 

our letter. 



Dr. JJro Szilard, 
Professor of Biophysiccs, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

~ear Dr. Szilard: 

Emil JJengyel, 
76-H5 35 Pve., 
Jackson Heights,N.Y. 
Jan. 14, 1950. 

J few weeks ago I reaa a full translation of one of yuur articles originally printed in the Bulletin in the leading French daily newspaper, "J,e M:onde." Since French papers are short of newsprint, the fact that they devoted almost a full pa ge to it reflects their high opinion of it. In introducing the article, they made a special point in stating that it has been already Widely known in a large part of the European press. 

In the current issue of the Bulletin T read an article again by you, which was originally an address at the Rochester Institute. ~his induces me to write you this fan let­let in lieu of throwing up my cap and cneering wildly. Unless people tell ~ma , ~J dQ not know that others are pulling with you in one of the most constructive tasks man has faced. I am one of those people who are pulling with you. 

In New York University where I am teaching, there are occa sional lectures. ~ould it be possible at all to suggest you for a lectura,-what would be the best t i me and for how little could it be done? (~he "little" is not of my making.) 

With best wishes, 



. . . 

'Mr • End T.engye 1 
76-15 35th Avenue 
Jackson He5ahts, New York 

Deer .'lr- . L"'n!Zyel: 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
January 30, 1950 

It wna very d nd 0 r y0u 1 ndeed t0 WT'1 te me shout the 

hut I ~u~p~se y~u don't h ve a cony ava11able. In the 

F'ebru~r-y issue of the Bu et1n, you 111. find an rot1c1e 

which I WP"te end which I th"n'r you mif!,ht like, -oart1ou-

larly if ynu liked the other two. 

Y0ur kind suggestion that I might p-1 ve a tal k to the 

New Y0rk University is very tempting, but my schedule 

js sn uncerte1n th t I would ra ther 110t tat.re on any en-

y0u nrw, thou~h, 1f the s1tuat1on chan ~es ~r 1f I feel 

thet I hDvA someth1ng s~ec1n1 tr say th , ~1ght be of 

~1th kind regards--

Si.ncerely yours, 

wv 
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