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• TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 
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Director of District Admini tra •. :1, 
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Teie,rom. 

T....,,_.. 67-6-1 
Our R./.rwice . .. .. . .. . .. . . . . ............. . 
If callln,, 08' /or . 
Mr ............. ..................... ... KAB ... j .fh ..... . 

The Secreta t 

Department •f the Administrator, 
KONEOOBU. 

No. 

eARu. 
•stern District. 

29th December, 1971. 

REPORT 0£ LAKE MURRAY PA1ROL Nt. 2171-72 

Ple•ae ftnd attached tw~ cepi•s •f the 
above repert, subaitted by Mr. P. Beurne, OIC Lake Murray. 

2. 1be r•pert hes been aade the fenaat 
of the old s tuation rep rts. t deubt that Mr. Beuru 
would heve receiv~d t•ur 67-1~ of, 25th Nevember in 
time tti prepare this report accerdingly. 

My c mments are: 

Para 3: 

The W. I./PNG tierder ia mere Ulan 2) •il•a 
away fr m Lake Murray, and so sheuld net adversely 
effect any animal husbandrr, schemes. 

e..~t 
All p ssihle assistance will be given te 

BABOA Animal Husband~ Centre. 
Paras 19-Z2: 

The IO JM/PARE peep! heve different value -:: 
t the 'SUKI' felk. While the latter may net have ideal" 
which please the ave ~e admini~trati n efficer, it is 
net the administrati ~n s task to fercibly change them. 
If tactful advice. assistance etc de not &chieve this, 
then the situat on sheuld be accepted as is. 

Para 23: 
Sh uld the school be mov•d from MAKA tti 

LAKE MURRAY Pat£ol Post, the nerthern half of the lake 
w 11 be with ut a school. wtlile the stat.ien at MAKA 
is, in s ~ ways not running well, it is net th! 
department's position t criticize. As is, there is a 
scho 1 near each end of the lake and this provides fair 
oppertunities to everyene th@re. 

Para 35: 
I sh uld imagine cost was a prohibitive 

factor ln the non-construction of an airstrip at MAKA. 
I do not think the administrati n would provide funds 
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I. Para 3~: 

fer building a small air~ trip these d~ys, as it would 
have limited use. 

Para ~: . 
lh•re is ~ p•ssible land resettl 

scheme (LI ) planned fer this area, if it 99e1 
ahead, ••Y s•lve the PARE peeple'a dil ... a. I any, c•••• 
the present si tuatien must be handled with tact and 
diplea cy te aveid fostering resistance. 

The reoert is quite infomatiYe, t 
perhaps t.e leng. betails ef the pig bunt,i fer 
instance, ar• got requi_ed in a repert such as thi • 



TEnRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

Teonurie 

r *r>J.on. 6 7 1 ..2 <::>.. R.(eNRCI ... .............. -~· ··· ·· ·· .......................... . 

~ asltno a.It /or PB : b 
. ''··· .. .. . ... ········· .. . P. .......... .... ····· .. ···· ·· ·········· 

~. For 1 ur 

In R.,J:1 
Pf..M. Quor. 

No. 67-1...2 

D....,me11J t>/ the Atlintnl•m.ilor. 
Divj,~ion o~ . D1str1ct Adaia 
pa 1 Poat, 

c.c. A~sistant DiRtr1ct Commissioner,, 
Sub-District Office, 
KO .EHEAD. 

Att/••••••••• 
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J IPAKE MURRAY PATROL REPOR! No 2 of 1971-?2 

INTRCD'QCTION TO PATROL REPQ!ll 

1. Th• patrol was conducted in tb• L&ke Murra7 
Census D1'Y1•1on1 in which the population or 1938 ccupics 
appronaat•l1 14'87 square miles o! the tak• Mur 1 Adilit'.i­
strativ• Area. The census division encompasses the whole 
er the IIJ.k• area, including taka Murray patr 1 Pest. 
B ~dering the Census Divisi n to the north is the p&re 
Census D1Y1•1ea of the Ntmad Sub-District, to the vest 
and south-••st the Middl~ Fly Census DiY1•1•n of the L&ke 
MVr&f .Ada1nistrative Area, am t~ the east am south-· 
ea1+, the Lower Rentoul Census D1v111 n, adilinistered. b7 
N a&d. 

2. Topocr•~hie•ll.1 speaking, the rea 11 4llll. 
T7pie•1 a1n-tore1t covers the monot nouslf tl•t l& -
scllp• berd.eriq tri• l•k<1. Th• 1ake itsert, v1ta an 
aver•c• depth r round siX t seven tatnoa• 11 a l&r .. 
basin whose l•v•l is determined b7 tbe height •! M 
Strickland River. 'l:he waters et th• l•ke ill tlU• 11., 
rec1.on are rare11 clear And the •T•r-pr••e.rit swaa,-11'••• 
triAce •••IM•t a .. evnat destro1s tbe 14e&l et cr1•t&l 
waters l•pp c on ,1turesque r ckJ shoreline•. In 1t1 

vn va.1 tho · n, the iake 1• attr•ct1Y•. 

3. Al! tbe v111a3es iii · his Census Dirt.Si 
save obi•, are l ocated ro·and t • l•k•. Thi• 1• 
understa able. The •bwidance ot feisb 1 the l•k• ~ the 
ease in catching g•m• bf bleclg.Ag tt p•ni.a.:Jul.a• -~• 
be a great attracti !a and, t0 a leaser u.t·1nt I 1Jl8.C1Y, 
the preseuee or the Admi.nistrati n and m1••1ons. 

~. When Speaking in tera& or the •ophl.Sticatten 
t the area on• can be fairly general, de1p1te tb• tact 

that soaa groups give a ,reater impressien at tir•t th.& 
do others. Tflll• and experience v111 teach a11 the people 
a lot. 

5. Th• Jl8.in bJ• t of tb• patr 1 vas to 1-wu•• 
the people S in the .DOI'th f the census di Yi lien &c&iaat 
whooping cough. Th• patrel was, in raet, precipitated b7 
the unannounced arrival of a .. ic•l •IX I>Aru i. do thi• 
work. This seemed a good oppertunitJ t r xqselt to cet 
out and see part or tho area I was ada1Aistertag (a DiJht 
~as spent in ever7 Tillage except Boiabul•vu iml. !&g11a). 
General adainis tio,n was cta.rried c.t-.t and e few verds 
were sa1 in each place tf pr pare the people for the 
coming H use of Assembly electi ns. 

6. 
patrol. 

No patrol instructi ns were 1asued tor this 

7. The duration of the patrol was thirteen da7s, 
eleven nights or whi• were camped out. 



LAKE ~'URRAY pATRQL REPORT No 2 or _!j21 _72 

SITQATIOI REPQR? 

GENERAL 
1. P 11t1ca1 ed cation was the main task o! the 
patrol as tar as &clmin1strat1v• duties were concerned. 
Th• approach to this in each place vas made usua117 b7 
openi.nc with the aubject or local government counc11s. 
Kost p•opl• were o.k. this tar although a f6w ideas ware 
a little inc•A•istant with racl. After it seemed that th• 
peopl• understood ~ . t ccuncils did, Sii& the House o! 
Asseabl.J vas br-~ugbt in~ tbe discussion. The people wsre 
&sked te conlider the B of A as big council - that is, 
it voted its ~ember• th~ saa•, aeetings WQre •iail&r, 
tbe1 beth a11ecated 110 · •• to p::-~Ject•, and 'both had 1n 
a sense, r.:t•-ltllki.n.c ,o~•r•. S l.! 1overnmeAt vas expla1n­
~d _ •1oa'T• jast abeut get it nov.• - they were told, 
and tb• matter or Ind•p•nd•ac• cl&ritied - th• p•opl• 
being re-•.aaured that au the Europeans woaldn •t just 
diaappea1 .. and thing• go back to the old ways. Education 
was breucht into tih• talk next. The policy of 1 ca11aation 
~a• pointed oRt a1l4 it was aske wbo would do the r•­
placinc. ~•nerallJ the people caught on to what I was 
going en about with reference to education. That completed 
th• talks and a question time/general d1scujsion followed. 
Below, &acb Tillage ts dealt with under a separate head­
ing, ~be yarious comments ilw'ttll made in each being listed. 

i) BO IMBULAVY 
Only a few people were present here due to 

short notice of the patrol. The group was quit• 
rec ptiv• but had little original comment to m&k • 

ii) BOOEKI 

The talk here i,1sted quite a time. The people 
were fairly quiet till the p int or education was 
reached

1 
.. when great concern was s,b9wn re the future 

ot t•• pr1Ja&ry T School at the old govQrmaent station 
at Maka. It was pointed out that this stat1 n was 
in a ah eking state &.nd any or the children had run 
away from school. The people agreed with this and 
t~n.ded to bl&aG the agricultural cffic~rs for this 
due 'o th64= 1ax1ty. This point will be taken up 
further in separate correspondence. NANTUNG comment-
d: "Education can•t go o Boboa(present patrol Pest 

site) tor we have worked very h&rd at¥1 if the school 
goes we shall have lost everything - Boboa is a long 
way away.• KUOK added: "If Education and Agricultuxe 
sthy, then Maka will be good. pWD sh uld send peopl 
to maintain the station. to 11ild classrooms and the 
aid-post (now a Council . concer )." 

lii) UPOBIA 

Here the people were most receptive. The 
eply to the question of who allocated the Council 

funds to what of "The advisor" was an interesting 
one, ac.d tbe comment " 'h·~n we want something anti 
we say se in the counc. l meeting th ly ~ver 
peopl · stop us from getting it. Nothing comes 
quickly to us aDd we are told a11 the ti .. s tuat 
things are in Daru" ~s really getti.q.g the peopl 
out or their shell • Councillor KUOK (Bus ki) was 



POT I T:iC.&L (Cont 'd) 

r OB .. Cor 'd 

as ~ect ta1 · na 11 ha u opl 
day Lefor in bis villa 
w· ;: a s u c,.. e s s a d s e 

ceptiou her a~· goo • ~. 
about tLa f J u hey . ut hi-

ra-1.:!. .t .he c tnc llor, 
Council &dio - onl h 
to 1as ki, ·ago s emed q'.:. 

out th educ;j. tion Si tua.tion.. _ " 
ak~. I . tne tcao go&s o 

o ~ ble to su ply food from .. r 
4. ol~ t e stu n s w 1Mou.l ave to hunt nPar th 

t.c;.. j 1 on Tagum ground. '.l1his would m n tha the 
would be much troubl and you You1d oon ir of 
he..irin.g courts involving us.' Counci 1 r ~UO. said 
a re~ words ler hat ent down w 11. 

v) 

The p~ople re onl partiP lJy r vr £ented 
her c The shoe ing state o~ th ~11age contr~ ted 
with the fairly rood ::-es cuse to t talk 4 o 
unique comments re t1 ted b.ere. In the even ~. <r 

councillor DOT ga .,her d th.e peop t togetr.e 
told ~rem a11 h t d haara so ar on e p trol -
it se . ed to go do n very ell. 

i) MA.GIPOPO 

J.ft 
COUOCillor :fUQ WbS 
stv.ge of the gam 
cont nt ~ th a 

ere re~€pt 

vi.i) 1 OKOF 

9Y ,_; • ) 
.. ~ . .1 

p 0 l. 



(Cont' ) 

1) l1I_.::.. 

o .;.. of 1 97 -7c. 

u, so 
fello-ws~ 

was ood. The st~rt 
gener· dis~ussj as 

chap wtre ~ctively 

nG o 1- p her ·as goo • ui .e a number of 
re ..., en b. r th . r av1Ilff a fair 
h t t bi~s ·e~e about - here r 

of • • on ~ p repli d when th 
,1· l aske h . t they Kn w. n. other chap , AI NAU, 

good i dea of 'atter • ~he eopl ~ere 
·ous ~hen th subject ef independen~e was 

·p. Tue l portance of educ~tion I'm sur. was 
d quit ~ ew of th , young, s ~-educat s 

o be l ef ~ith a look f appreh nsion bout 
talks ~ .ni down ~ell here. 

f..c1t in mos t ... as · 
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I.k:KE QRivA.Y P,A'llWL REpOfsT No 2 of 1 971 -7? 

S ITlJAT.IQM REEORf. 

EC NOMIC (Cont'd) 

UBBER 

5. In the C~D. rubber 1s prim rily concentrated at 
the 'op' end of thezlllke, in the Yongom/Pare area. Tbese 
people are app n ly very keen as evidenced by the vell­
kept bl ks ~ •• The rubber is just starting to be tapped 
and wiil be w lcome sourcs of income for tbe people 
involYed. Current prices ar 11 or 12 cents per pound for 
tJ• rubber. Other villages in tb.e L8ke are , being aad• up 
predominantly of Suki p~ople, do have rubber, however, the 
p ople's attitude here has been to just let the rubber look 
after itse1r. 

6. The vi11ages iuvolv d with rubber are not Yer7 
happy -with the pr 1 t agric. Otficars in the area. I h&ll 
not go into things here (separate correspondence), ho ver, 
I feel that at least DASF officers should get •lone with 
the people and try to keep them happy. 

7. The top villages in the lake voiced tvo req ests 
to the patrol. They wanted Buseki £.Dd Nago Till• es to be 
linked by vehicular road to Mak ( ~ 750.00 b.as been All cated 

the Cou.:1cil tor this) so t rubb•r txansportation 
would be rac111tat€d by the use of a tracter. Th y a110 
wanted boat» similar to , . at which the Couccil 1• 
currently operating, f:,r g..er.\erf:il transportation re Uire­
ments (particul rly rubber move~ ut~ ex Upob1&). -

FISHING 

Bo Fishing in the lalc• at present is b iDC con-
duct d on a very sma11 time basis. The v111age peopl• either. 
s ar the fish 1:>r J in the case ot the l ck".y rev, t th•. 
Th lRke has great quantities of .... .._ T&rioUI )d. .. I of 
fish (particularly barramund1) and potent1a1 tor b1l81ness 
development is there o I have b.ea .... d that t .he Council 11 
laying with t~e idea or setting-up two freezer units en 

r. 1ake wi • '4:.he vi w 1n aind of •lling frov.en t1lleta 
outside the area. This is an eLcouragilg thought it •11 

? s well, l10~everl without strict supervisie chance or 
s ccess 1s doubtfu • Deparnence on the interest or the local 
people is certainly not enough _and it it 11 hoped that it 
will be notgh I can only pr diet a sheer failure ( b7 
'people' Ire n the 'centra1• lak people). 

9. Eel J.1 r tnis year Bo boa Animal Husband.r1 entre 
were marketing barramundi fillets in Dar~ through Gulf 
Ent rprises, ho ever, a fire recently destroyed their entire 
fre zer network. 

1 o. n the pa t the occasio ·'ishi g boat h&s been 
· or ing in th la , but poor commwu.~ations seem t dis­
courage th m. 

110 ~ his cent e 1 ~ a sort ,r vocat1ona1 ~chocl with 
he 0 1 ft achiig the students basic manag~a•nt of tar~ 

c.rli a1s and cr~ps, and fish n tting. 'rhe c r.itr's manager, 
Mr Bev varidel, is doing a great job trying to make ends 
eet fin~nci~q y and g nera11y im rcve the c ntre •s s:tame_'d 



PORT No 2 of 1971-72 

SITUATION REpeRT 

ECONOMIC (Cont'd) 

BQBQA NIMAL ffipBA @RY CEN'l'RE (Cont 1d) 

12. I feel that many people don't quite realise 
what the situa ion regarding the Centre is. The Centre is 
actua11y operated as an association, with a constitution, 
office bee.rers etc •• The dut1 or tne manager, Mr V&ridel, 
is to ensure the proper !unctio.ning or the Centre .1. am 
to superYise the training ot the studen 1. It DlSF or 
Education tried to replace this set-up 1 t •oaJ.4 c at a 
.rortUAe to do so and sal ries vou.ld be a r g~ r expense 
(Ml' varid•l h&s eompleted an gricultur 1 cotl•g• eourse 
a.Dd just his replacement voul be expensive enough). The 
point I 'm trying ~o make is that the Centre J.l e1tabli1bed, 
it 1! a going concern, it~ naye a coapetent aanacer 
with plenty or experience in th• area, it ~ h&Te sreat 
potanti•l, and it is llO{ a priY•te protit-a&king concern. 
It bigb•r- pi would rea ise the gitt-horse and de so .. -
thinc about 1 t then I 'II sure 1 t voul.4n rt be regretted. 
It th ~hollow fears ot piekiDC-llP di1ea1e in cattle from 
across the border were iaid as1dti, and thiAg• looked at 
a little aore rea11st1ca117, then I'• sure Mr V•rid•l 
could do vomers with raa117 raras etc •• With added tin& c 
the Cen • could. expand its start to include •oaethi 
tor re.ales (in the field of velt•re - Mrs •ridel 11 
trying to do this herself nov). TUtors in lGC&l aater1a1 
crarts could teach various skills such as 4:h&iraalt ng 
(• ntioned in para. lf.) etc •• There are aa.ny things that 
could be don• with ssr1eus support tr GoYeriae t 
d•p•rtaenta. V&rida11 reli•nc• on Develo~ent Bank 
loans am the occ ional gJ.:&nt i not nouih to reap t 1 
ben !its. It sk ll•d ••n were to c nsult vitb Mr V•ridel 
ab~ut the CeAtre, givjr ii •nt•t tt thtucbt, a&7be tew 
things could be pl•nn• ·u pu into 1perat1ea v1th 
a good chance r success (which is more tha ea• be said 
tor a lot or go t. 1nstigat3d ventures). 

13. I have just he&rd th8t the VaridelS bav• gone 
to Austra11a tor some ti••· Thi~ was brought &bout bJ 
Mrs Varidel's sudden illness. Now, mo~ than eyer does the 
Centre ne~d support. 

I!IE MURJfAY CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY 

1~. This is an embarrassment to the area a.Qd 
should b~ either yast11 r•-•r~'nised or disband• • The 
peopl• around the ia•• 1•nera111 h&v• the pini•n th• 
the S eiety is sl•ck - Be! re (when the croc•a were ia 
vast nuabars in 65/66) the Seciet7 waa coodt nov it 11 
not good.• The ueople don't like the idea or taking a 
croc' skin to th~ Society to sell ami being given a 
credit Slip !or paym~nt. The prices !er skins are low too. 
PricPs vary betve•g stores as well - S!Dall. tinn d-fish 
were selling at 25 at Boboa branch store Whilst the 
main store at M ka were charging 15c o None ot this go s 
down well With the people. Thiags lik• the 4 ooc.oo 
Forestm.11 saw deteriorating at Mnka (now t1na!1y under 
shelter after encouragement ~Mt- Eggleton) and the 
freezer unit at Boboa a1rstri ":'tip sise the Soci tiet 
i~dequac1es. The intormat1on ~h&t a Co-operatives Officer 
is ~oiling to take Murray early 1972 is encouraging - I 
am sure tb.at if he is a good an he Will sort things 
out - one way or the ther. 



SITyATION REPORT 

ECONQMJ& (Cont'd) 

TRADES TORES 

15. Onl.7 tiY• natiT•-operated trades~res •%1.St 
in this census division {ap~rt from th• Co-op•s interests). 
They are at NAGO, B!JSEKl tJ30KOF TAGUM ~r.d BOIMB VU. 
The stores are neat &nd !1d7 buildings a!Jd ars a credit to 
the ¥mas, a1thouch the range •f stock is tairl7 11mit44. 
ith onl.7 aaa11 c~pital and dea11ng at '11112g l•Yel th11 

1s only to be expected. 

K!IM RIVE OU,~ 

16. This conc•rn bas been operating in the 
c 1 e on a year now. A nu ber et take Murray ah&p 
obtained v rk there from time to tiae, hovevei·, - n or 1A 
great nwnbe s. iew o! the lAke telloVS h• Jl89A iD.Y lYed .. """'""".__..__ 
in theft cases and, with their reputa:ti for l•ZiMs•, 
have not bee to pop • Most or the c•ap l•bour 1• 
sup~liad frc~ the BalillO, Kiung& and Nomad areas. 

CROCODILE F#s~ 

17. Through the pres~a.ee or the DASF (14sol 11) 
Crocodil• Resea:rcn Stati ~ • at L&k• Murr•7 a g~r•l 
lnterest bas beea. !'ost r. ~. in this t1•14 by the::_J• •l•. 
Maybe th• f£ t of dsa11~ With ra.11111ar things 1i&a a 
g"'Od dt ~.,1 te 6.o w1 th th1 s ~ I im•cin.• pr ·•tic• 1a •t 
disassoc1a <,ed Vitb it eith i·. Most Yi.ll•gos bf.ye tal•U' 
one or two crocodile pens Which they k•i • •-11 oroc '• 
1.n. The general idea is to reed th• u.p 111 the7 , • at a 
food selling size, then b&m thea ove.· to ttta Cree dil• 
~ r11. In practice this only part1a117 vorlts aa Ui• 
temptation to se11 the croc•s shortly after cer::· 1• 
usua11y hard to suppress when watchiag t a s ng 
around inside a pen. Bo boa A.o..tm&l Hu ba.aidry Centre co d 
poss1 bly work out an approach on the busin• 1 manac• . t 
Sid• of things and work b&n.1.-in-hADd With the Crocudil• 
ReDearch Station. 

SUMMARY 

18. By regarding the above poi~ts it must be real­
ized by anyone reading them t at the take area is tar troa 
being in a hopeless Situ tion. ~here is great po ent1a1 
ther~ in ract, and this ean be unearth it the right moves 
are made by the right people. I suppose like the Kenneaot/ 
Kiunga Sub-Di ~ trict s1 at1on, things -w'ould start h&ppeWli~ 
if the Union 011 Co. went _4 ad. Referring to subsequent 
remarks in this report ma7 clarify thi s to some degree 
and may bring fw.•ther factors to bear on the econo:idcs of 
the regign~ 

.GENERAL 

190 In thl! census division the people seem te be 
divided into twn main group~ - the northern YONGO /PARE 
group and the SUKI • The former i a t..-adi tio 111 been 
used to living a shifting cultlvator , w1 th not such a 
great dependenc on sago. They grated down fro their 
forest ar~as and established t emse1~es at th take. 
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S IT!J&TION REPOfi.T 

SQCIA.L {Cont 1d) 

G NEP~. (Cont'd) 

The l&ke-dvolling Suk! people b&ve had it easy in 
comparison. They h&TG readily been abl• to spear •nd trap 
fish in the l&ke, am the cccurre.nc• of many peninsaias 
on the l&ke's foreshores ba• a&d• it eas7 for gas1 t be 
cbas"r.' .into a 11.n• of va1 ting hunters. It is thus not 
S?J.rpr1s1nc that vben a good look is taken at tb area, the 

ovious workers (rubber etc.) are the YoAgom/P&re gr up. 
Conaequentl.7, a concentration or devel pment on this 
gr up Will probabl7 occur, s1m.pl.7 owing t the tact that 
re sul ta are oi.Jtailled. 

20. If it 1s considered how a devel m1~1t7 
group Will o against a comp~r tivel.y undeve op•d ~jorit7 
(the Sukis)• turther thought! · ecessar7 re the Lelk• 
peopl s ' tu:ture. 

21. The Yongom/P&res Will probably be tb f rmers 
of the future (that .i. s figuring or: a project! •Jl or th 
current trendj - Will !he Sukis a1so be involved in r rm­
!og too, or •ball they just live as they are now aad 
van~er about from sago-place to sago-place? M&yue through 
tceir long contact ~ith the PANGOA PTS the1 may have mors 
men gc.ing through high school etc., and they might decide 
to let the Yongom/Pares be the farmers ~o long as th•1 
(the Sukis) are the u~sses. This iatter •rg ant coUld 
win over but I think it unlilcely due t'J the important 
fact that While the Sukis are wandering a t in theil' 
ram11y gro ps searching for sago, the Yo.ngolll/pares are 
developing into 1 re compact close-nit communiti s, by 
virtue of the fact that they are compelled to sta7 togetha 
because their r,bber blocks are together. Rubber thus might 
not be so rewarding !1 nci&ll.y, ~ut at least it is devel­
oping the p•ople into civilised communities. I r.eel sure 
that so long as the Su)d people of the l&ke continue to 
sit around not doing nything (apart from sago-gatneriag 
forays), there s a potent1a1 trouble ractor in the take 
area. Tne ., uk.1 sho lld be strongly enccuraged to develop 
some interest - ~e it rubber, coconuts, vegetables or 
what - for the sake of the area as a wnole. tea e it too 
1ate, and I am sur~ it Will be regretted (even now I am 
aware of Suk! jealousy over the Yongom/Pare achieveaents). 
Let D.c.SF a1 tar slightly its policy of 'it you don't jump 
at what we offer we '11 give it to someone else.' 

22. I have more-or-less regarded development here 
a s economic. If the ~ ukis play nto the part of the boss s, 
through polit1ca1 development of their group, thus causing 
economi c and political development to be assumed by two 
separ~te groups , trouble coulG resultQ Re1at1vely uriiform 
economic and poi1t1ca1 evelopQent for a11 the Lake peoples 
I feel, is f prima importance. 

EDtTCii. TlON 

23. Th6re are two schools in t he area _ th 
Adminis t r a tion Pr:!.m ry ' ' - chool a t '-1A ~. , a nd. t 
P CIFIG CHR ISTI, 'fJ I ~ION Primary 'T' School t . . 
f'angoa school appears quit well orga mseo a. d. 
much is said about it. I t caters for any of h 
Murray Station people •s children. Mak< hool is dil _ 
erer t kettle of fish~ As one wa1ks ove the s t a tio.:i, th 
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feeling of depression usuully develops. The grass is long, 
and the houses are dirty a.r:n unkempt, and throughout the 
year the a tendance at the school has bean falling-oft 
regularly. My first conclusion was that the school (and the 
Agricultara1 complex) should be hastily moved to Lake 
Murra11 pati·ol Post 0 Attar completing this patrol I was left 
ith mixed feelings due mainly out o ~itnessing the efforts 

of t~e hard-working Yongom a'ld pare people or the areao 
fter thinking about it I realise that the school will 

possibly have to go to ~oboa for proper and e:f'ficieut (or 
something pproaching that ideal) administration to ~~v&il. 
Tb.e rapid expansion of Lake Murray Station ith the 
increasing ne6d for educat1on,rac111t1es close at and for 
the Station child en, only emphasises this thought. If the 
change 1! made, I cohSider it mandatory that proper thought 
be given to the schooling o the Yongoa and pare children -
thatt.a is1 reasQnab1e dormitorI facilities and a syste of 
food supply for them. 

HEALTH 
21t_. The patrol was ini.tiated through. tba:& need te 
imm se against Whooping cough in tha villages at the top 
end of the Lake. This was done. Lepers were a1so cheeked, 
but no new cases came to light. Flgures for Sickness cases 
should be obtainf.·ble from PHD, Daru, and the APCM, pan.go&, 
f requir·ed. ~he .ApCM medical acoompanied the secoild leg 

of the patrol. 

25. Genera11y speaking, the 1ake people are a 
fairly healthy lot. 

26 0 The .D. is served by an ApCM aid-post at 
pangoa and a Council run aid-post at ka. Minor ailments 
are a1so dealt w1 th t the Boooa A .. 1 H·1sbandry Centre, 
which is handy for the station peopleo 

270 It was noticed that the Yongom/Para peoples had 
toilets in the v111ages, Whilst the Sukis had scarcely one 
between a11 their villages., They were g ven tvwo weeks to z.a 
remedy this situat1ono It is interesting to note that the 
people have been v ry quic.k to comply with this _ the 
Usokofs have finished (a total of 18 toilets having be n 
built) and a nwnber of other Villages are well into it. 
Perhaps what is most important is that the people seem keen. 

LAW !~ND ORDER 

28. Upo my arrival at tak . Murray St tion in JuJ.y, 
1 9'71, an·i the onth or so subsequent to that, I gained the 
impression that the Lake was a remarkably peaceful area 0 

0 er the iast few months my opinion has changed _ they are 
just like anyone a1seo The people seem to have a good dea1 
of faith in the Governm t t the mom nt which., though 
someci~es time-co surning, is an encouraging thought 0 

Probe bl th r~ates t trouble develo:ps from ~orcery . The 
later is e trem ly reva1ont in the area (p rt cuJ. .rly 
round the sou the n end of the ].aka) • A few peoph1 have been 
c h r g e · und r c • 8o of th • R • 0 • ' s in my time and th y 
Kno VI ere they stand. P ..... ona11y, I +" el that the use of 

ear t .actics such as ~orce y oes no t ke for ood devel-
opm'3 it. 
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290 The p trol was pr s ut d wi tb many m!nor disputes· 
to settle ar:n a few case~ _equtrin court hearings. In the 
ca~e of the former the v111age committee men and the Local 
Government councillors were encouraged to be the mediators. 
They were reminded th t the Government 1a1d dow the 1aw, 
however, with mea1at1ons so much epended on loc 1 custom 
that it was far more suitable for minor matter to be settle 
by village authorlti So 

30o Wh Ist at Buseki village three gentlemen were 
broug ,t to the patrol. They were escapees fr m ~ke Murra~ 
S "Cation. They h~ d taken off during the uight and made their 
way through the bush to the M' nda/Mipan area. People from 
these vill ge~ h heard a broadcast about the escape ai:n 
h sp<itted tbe three round a camp-fire in the bush. The 
v·11agEts apprehended the escapees nd brought them to the 
patrol!' The ~aptors were p< d for their efforts. This 
certainly pr ves to me t' a worth of Ra io astern District. 

_ 1 . T a llSia pacific Christian ·is sion is the only 
m ssion in the tano Previous patrol reports have adequately 

ea1t With s topic. I :nay mention, however, that Mr 
e th Dennis of tne mission, is a most interest! g fellow, 

and a aa1th of knowledge for he Lake Murray p trol officer 

320 -''l.t v.11age level c un ty a c ion is fairly 
limited to th ork done by ~adio Jestern District. The fact 
that the Lake .urray escapee werb pp:-ehended duP. to radio 
broadcasts s.t 11s that the ra1io .is list ned to 0 I ha e made 
it a policy to use the radio or announcing patrol schedules 
t e I 1 . Councjl d es like ri s • ; cer ain mount of commun­
ity e ,~'11'..a tion 1 ea ri e out by lli~s on sta_f, the .cobo 
Animf' - bandr C-:. n re .. n p'.4 .rols o 
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25 0 r.s a Tesult o the openine of the 1800' strip 
at pangoa on Mooc.ay .1 15th ~ovember, 1 971 J. t e tota.1 or 
airstrips in the c.v. has risen to twoQ The pangoa strip 
need s ... lot of '1.,,rk on :i. t yet in surface cond.1 tioning. The 
strlp at the patrol Post is in very good conditlon. In 
very wet weather the sur1Rce does get soft, howev , by the 
us of loctl gravel a solid surface mat is hoped to b• 
developedo 

~6. Out of interest this officer me~sured out a 
stre eh of grow1d right on Maka Stat1 ·o for airstrip 
su tab1 li ty. J t seems strange to me that w1 · a11 the past 
contoversy on the 'Lakd Murray .r-.irstrip '! a a tit&.tion wao 
hardJy consid r ed. The only argument aga nst it is possi ly 
that it is too shor • ~ithout d~ing hardly nything a 
1500' strip 'itn 200 1 fly-overs at each em is no ava11ab1e 
and w1 th excavations this runway length could be E:.xt nded to 
at 1 east 2000 ' -with 200 1 fly -ovflr s either end 0 I rea11ze 
that tbis site is out of tbe question for construction, but 
it just seems odd that v1rtua11y no consideration (on our 
r c0rds) had been given to it. 

THPOPOLO~ 

37. I t may oe worth Ment oniug a littl of the 
marriag custo s of tbe people. These customs do a1y with 
the different linguistic groups. The Yongom pee le hav a 
s·~tem of bride price, whereby the man•s fa~1y . gives pay 
to tne girl 's family. Everyon th n gets t0gether in 
party nd the pay is retur e • om.e ·cimes bowetrer, the . 
payment is re urned en an i ,c:ta lme.nt basls. The S ~1 people 
exchange tbei:- w men. i a y ung chap ac uires a ~ife from 
a ce··t'"in gto• p, tten that chap's family bas to supply a 
female to li~ Wife's famillo 'J'he Pare people have a similar 
custom to t1 at o the Sukis. 

38. h 'le at ·iagipopo v111::ige l particip<lted in an 
inter sting evont - c game hun .. o l quickly learned that the 
hunt was o ~onsic:t of hunter ~ wi h shotguns arranging them­
selv ~ in a line acros a ar ·o 1sthmuc, WhiJst a nUDlb r 01 
m n o.nd wc-nen would condu · t .. r o dy walk through the bush 

ow e... ds _.ho hunt ·s he sys e .. PCrn ~ .just lik Jtlat used 
for a game hunt ·n frica. 

_, 9. l' r Shotguns ~"a been checked , canoes bailed 
out ( -· noticed nc: less t an four diff 0 rent met ods of bail­

ng being used) a4~ ev r) on ~ r~omLled , we se off for the 
hunting groth'1d, the me p~d j ng a iarge canoe and the 
w o 0 n ~ n s nar r J f c. s t r one o 

he womazi and some 
hun ers With 

swifter canoe 
left to 
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41. Th place wa s a narrow ridge flanked on either 
side by sw· p. The men positioned themselves and waited, the 
foint jil.i.gle of the beaters in the distance. I selected a 
spot just beside an enormous dead tree trunk. · e didn't have 
to wait long. Suddenly o t of the dim bu~h came a fast-moving 
shadow. The pig dashed through the lin~ te my right anc! was 
saftl. The man coverira.g this are was cur:ing for his cart­
ridge had failed to fire. Shortly there was 1 loud repurt to 
my left. The beaters were quite audible now - the Yomen were 
chanting and o~casiona11y a loud drum sound ~as picked-up as 
a h llo • tree was £truck. ~uddenly the steady jingle was 
broken by tho sound of crashing underbrush. Up the incline 
to my right and coming straight for me at great speed was a 
pig. 1 didn't move. The pig came on till I could have touched 
it before it rea11z~ I was there. It 't>aulkeo and !kirt~d ~b2 
great tre6 trunk. On the other side the 1 terpreter •s 
weapon exploded, ·but e pig kept going - I couldn't see bow 
he missed at such a shc1t distance. Hastily I cut myself a 
heaYy club, assured tbat if a cbanc~ like t at pr sentea it­
self again I would bag myself pig. We didn't haye ucb mo:re 
waiting to do as the b at~rs $~on came to our line. The 
fellow to my left, wbo bad fired ea~1ier on, h'ld bagged him­
self o. fine pig, so the day was .uot wasted. We waited e. littl 
while, 'Whila the interpr ter tried •msuccessfully to !iad. hi• 
wound er· d pig, then we s t of!, the dead pig •s blood Sloshing 
about in the oottom of the canoe. 

~20 The iads thought they'd try a second place. 
Events 'Wer similar, only this time I was prepared Wi h a 
stout club at the readyo The interpreter fully redeem d hiin­
self by bagging ~ good-siz d pjg With a fine long-dist ce 
shot. I'wo other .. hap~ fire d shots but were unlucky. Wh 11 ttie 
beaters arrived ~ noticed that one of the women was earjying 
a large python ste bad found - a11 food for the pot. 

1+3. un bot occas1ClnS after the hunt thel'e was great 
chatt r nd excitement as the shooters swapped ta1ec. The 
chaps found great humov~ in my incident at the first place. 
Then came the long h~ul home in the canoes. It was getting 
dnrk when we got back and everyone was weary. It vas a 
unique e perience for myself though, which was really topped 
off a :1ttle 1ater as one of the bunters ea e to my quarters 
and pr ented me with a bloody piec of pig meat, as part of 
the spoils. 

41+0 On t e patrol ther were a umber of r quests 
made by people wishing to shift their vi11ag s _ aJ l by 
Suk:iso ~11 the·e -era considered o their long-term possib­
iliti s and t eopl advised accordingly. n. 
4-5. ..hilst at UPO I , a request as made on 
the p ople fr om DOAi ~ v111age, in the pare C.D. of the omad 
rldministrative areag This v111a~e wishes to Migrate south, 
half the ople s ttling-in With Upobia and half with Mag1pop 
'1 he1 e l ~ u problem. Magi po no had bougt1t their ground (a sma 1 
is1aad and two sago swamps) from the USOKOFs _ obviously the -
industrious Doanna eople will want ground for rubber plantr 
ing or uchlike (the ,aeipouo i iand is already fully util­
ized ) ~ but the Usukofs said that they would not part with any 
more ~ando That the iatter are jealous of the ha~4-work1n.g 
Pare~ (the 1!ag1pofos ar f ' res) is obvious and their attit­
ude is very annoy ng (after t e Magipopos had developed their 



• 

ll 
I):.KE MUR y ;eAT~OL REPO.ctT No 2 or 1971 _zg 

S ITUA'l'ION REPORT . 

MJ:LCELl,ANEO~ (Cont'd) 

site similar ccmplications had been created by the Usokofs). 
The usokof p~ople were referred on to the various talks made 
in Council meetir~s regarding re-settlement (in the KongUl1l 
tr ek area) and I played on making them reel a little 
ashamed or thems lve' (they have stacks or land). In the end 
the general attitude· of the Usokof people was that or passint 
the buck_ 'It's not up to•• me to decide - I b&va to 
consult the other members of the line involved and they are 
at such-aJ;)d-such-a-place.' i told the Usokot people to do 
som9 serious thinking about the matter. 

CO CLUSIOJ 

I t should be seen th .t the Lake aTea ha 
potent1·. 1. The moving of the Government station to Boboa 
Island bas brought with it many problems, and I feel that 
they have been looked at fairly rea11st1ca111 ill the rep rt. 
The proble of t e two groups, tne Yongom/P res and the 
~ ukiw is very rea1 and a gearj.ng down of development (that 
1s, economically) to th prQsent ,aee of the latter maJority 
to gain sameness, is not, I think, the solution. The lukiS 
have to catch up to the worke't's. 

The patrol vas m lnly one of fa 111ar1zat1on 
as far s. s I ,.,as personally concerned. Political education 
talks were fairly basic and were accepted ver1 well 0Yera11. 
his officer ga1 ed gr at 1n~~ght into the Lake area 0 
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Const, 1 /C KQRINA 1672 RP&?1GC 

~ knowladgeabl• member - work d well. 

~,. 1 /C MORKA 1121 RP&i GC 

Worked efficiently. 

Medical tvlAI TOI (PED) 

Worke well. 

Medical PANG! (aFCM) 

Worked well ... holds a ke(Jn intere t in his 'Work. 

Interpreter SEK.QWARI 

Has much experience 
it is applied. 

Inter 1.tr et er W.h OM 

Wor s w 11 with 

Engineer D~ 

Performed his duties well. 

Councillor KUO '"~ 

A gr 4t asset to the 
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Tel.r>hon1t 

D E P A R T M E N T 0 I~ T H E A D l'vl I N I S T R A T ' R 

Our ~fel'f!nce . . ...... ..... 6.7..-9-:-1: .. 
I/ oalllno ~ /or 

ln R.ply 
Pk.. Quote 

Mr .. . .. ... .. .. ................. . No 

DARU. 
Western District. 

25th February, 1972. 

Th .. ecretary, 
Departm~nt of thP Admlnist1ator, 
P .o. Box 2396, 
~X'~ 

LAVE MUhRAY No. 3 f...J..2.1Ji22 

Two copies of 
informat·on please. 

c . c. ssj stan-•: ui &trict Comrn.issiore •• f'K:VLAD 
Of '"ic<?r in Charge, LAK MUR" Y 

District Local 3o ernwent ( fi""er. 
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'fhin re t is s ort 
artio.. The aim of t his Pat r ol ._ 

rri t er to become f a111ili ar with are 

The det ails 0f repo 

,a. b ief as writ er a;i hir. firs vis · t to the 
co ec t Co ell Tax for t e ·ear 1' 11-72 , 

arG in the di ary. 

for oo . · t t 
Thi s repor t, covered •he period fro-, t' /9/71 to 22/9/n o 1 y a.µoloc::, es 

t..lri. s r epor t earlier. 

The people a.re very ~een on pq:J. l (j taxes, yo t t hey were little wrried 
a.bout vater supplies t o the villagea . .. his matter had been so]:~ed vert WEl.ll and ma.twr is 
on hand. 

wq, nod about 

1.eporter vao not,if iod ~ various Councill.or and people about general 
Health Seni es &Iii Infant We.lf are Clinics. This 1 :tter had n t been w~ll treated and ther 

been some 1.ll f eellngs in t.he area.. U. .Mission at. Pa !ma in the Lake ~ census 
di vision runs this s me 

legar ng this ma1*111il I personally agree that she an attampt 
approached in t.h ~ ot im~.roving and the a andard of the Hospii;al to hn.w e. bit 1'0re 
11.ght on u. It so, why not Admittl.stration loo { i nto 

an have ito ~wn tablish~d for the area. 
such ina.t ters as matter of 

There had been no welfare ac 1:.iviti s such as clubs , th men and women 
consideration be. gi.v n the matter \rould b ~eat to tho area. 

cc. A.a iste.nt District Commis&'ion r, 
~ &ub- Dis rict Office:-

~· 

~4l~ 
D • o. Meakoro )LGl. · 

Council Admirtj.stratJ. ve Adv1Sf'.f• 



ucsd.cy 71~h depttnber 

rt n the 

Depart•3d 1.,0 6. a..m. fo... I ..3.b.- vL.l!i..g .. on in ')et ca'1 injector 
n the or ... :;ine era.eke ' vnd f.uel started Hcking .1..ror.i l , so bo ... t 

ha.U t.o ret· n slowly ~ u:iJO arrivin~ o .,41. t 0.J . 1.m patrol 
lo ... t bo a"'v at JO thebce walke.l i:,o ,. av .Lnan a vill e arriving 
1 r. a.m. tax collecte .... there 'or -avinm . ..;a/:..omvai. villa es til 
1.J . p.c tha ce rot~r · :.o OJJ. v se-ved w ole afternoon n 
overnight at OnO. 

ednesd 8th .3eotambe • Dena.rte< 6 u. . OOO por 'i •• V . fil.wa for ~nke 1· urrq st tion and 
dark on the WaJ' so ooat anchored and nlept on th boat. 

Thursday 9th ~ept.anber • Dep ""ted .J.a.m par boat e:1t om t..ra.valling for Lake ~?urrq 
station arrivi g 6. pa. 

Tuesaay 11,.t. Sept.e: ... oer .. De~arted 8. 30 a .m. per v m cil Canoe for upabiro. village and 
arri vlng rluseki · 11 e o3"0 hours and t e..x collectio 
villaee lllltil / . 30 • p. m. and overnight at Buseki. 

September .. D .. artad 7 . 30. a.m. Bu ld vi.:. 1.ltie for u .... 8pira vlllage per CoWlc. 
1 cano~ arrivinc 1.p.m~ ~hence tax ccllection tmtil 2.30.J:E. 
t ience r at n ., per canoe to Mak.:. sta'Lio•1 srrhing E.30.~in. 

Saturcley 181.h .:>ept.:i~ er-. 

6vernigat at . :Bk • 

a::: collectiori coro.menc d 7 . J . • a..m. for 1'aka Sta.tioL and B•lmbo­
lavi:. villBGG until 9. a..m. Departed l oka Station 9.25 • a..m. p-n­
Cottllcil canoe powered y diesel propet Aneine for ilWA village 
arriving 1 .n..m. tax collect ·on thAre unt 1 10.30.a.m. thence 
dopurted for JJ.' vlllag per canoe arriving 11.a.m. Tax coll~ 
ctio) tnore Wltil 1 . JO . p.:na At. 2 .p.m. wal.ke<.l to £,1,K.l/N.a.rie oad 
cl a.red par'vs w re oru. thr~e in.ilea and st:i.11 anothE:1r f0ur 
1.1ilo of road to be cla ed . Af'tor an hour~ walk returned to 
vi.D.c.ge at .',,_. :) .m. theace t.,o canoe left. for llaka ~ tation arri vir 

p. r.. Overnight .·:n.k· 

· .1 . f .)r i~ f';IPO 0 village per Council canoe 
ta"'< ., Jil'3c on t. ere until 12 noon t 
fo:· · SUKOJ Vill :r~e arriving 2 .p • tax 

. i '_il 3p.m., tho:mce d-parted usm o .. fo~ 
~tat.i n r c e srrivi t; 5.p 

tor 
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Ree iv 1_ - 23/2/72 

LAKl:: MUflRA Y 4 of 71/ 7 2 

t :ers raic;ed by . • Dia rtonJ conc<:..1..r.i.ng HIFAN 
village will Le di scu d by separat .. memorandum as wj 11 
the f:_t ne of • " nd ~ KF. 1UJHRAY. I d.11 ' <3ke Uf the 
1 .. att <.. f Lake Murray Sash Adva .ct=a with Tr sury 
Repr.P.se . ta ti v~ . 

LIBU Sche . wi ll be di -cuss d at 1 P.ngth by 
• ./ s t.ri , t Co-or g r- 1. 1. i tte_ . 

A ery valuabl effort by ·Ar. Diarnondcc 

c.c. As i tar1t Di · t ict vommis ione ••• I-O,~~ 

Of -i c.~r in Ch ar'"j • • • LAKF r lAY 

r. R. ;~ . Di a .o nd. 
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MTJlIBAY 

SUB-DISTRICT: 0.W) 

.rrDD :. FLY 

The ishing · ndustey a.t BC"SSET, 
No.4/70-71, is now a o L"'lg c:incein. T'nP 
lias urchased 1 a.rge free~er · th dfo .. ml 
~~ta.bli ·hed t'l-:em o·. B / \_,ET viJ lage 1 
a capaoi ty of 5,000 lb. / 

'lbe BOSSE'!' people SJXe n tting 
'lhe.ae are thel1 sen .. by wr ateir 
and axe sold there. ;.. 
PaJ of the purcl ase and 

nGrating lant. These· 
,,..eo:)la. 

Father BOUCHARD, 10 i. in c.'lia.r 
certain a.bout the amotint of p:r.:ofi. ·~ n 
a.ho 1.t the venture. 'Rhilo ! c · s a ill 
v ising, he has al~:ad.y trained soma 
and they have su.. c1~3 fu.l .L y done t t;. · s 
absPnce. 

'll1e uroj et :reqa.ims a lot of i t 
t be checked frequen"tly and heLo far a: 

is o tititi stio 
r: '",, €. r-

1;'1e n_ c.u1 ~ , 

durin r io 

cree.tes and agoons along the F'ly .P · ve· ... · nen no other tran o t 

is av ·1ablc, thic can entail long canoP. .rio. Prof.:t:s, ·1h tP.ver 
they a.re' cannot be ere t wnilc ()• mg off i;he cq.iiprr .nt, t this 
st~, the p o 1 e ..,ee111 au it p pared o out a lot i nto tr ·a ~ 
cles:- · te 1 ow returns , and the sc .em look, '; th ' ' i t wj 11 s ucc ·er • 

CRCCOD~ -· ~ r.im_ __Q: 

an:, Yll l agcs, in b";t' . 
crooodiles and c~n.:.ng 

t' o. e to th~ croc0d.il 
t n !foo ogi cal 

T! c rna!II · r of l ("!r .. s to purc'ho..:.Je th 
t1·e funas on t11e :in_ ro riaie vote, but cannot 
make the )urchaces . · ... ne imprest ? · 1ance at 

f o::: ome ro· on an 
art ready c~n , 

l.ost. t c 1 l d . 

3t J 





re becoming sh~rt 
T ~7 . a v th~y have 

in ', EST I UN, 
probabl:, not 

e ~till un ortunat ~ 
in resettlement, tho<.l h 

mon those rnoat interested in 
t t l e ent achom • 

f 
r 

a reo., ind · c ting 
r i•. 

on this 

ill ro A ly n v~r ~cce t t e 1 Lality 
cut· through tr~ditional landa. 





Si.d. .". l ,:-1ION IN SUPPORT OF 'LIBU' LAND RESETTI.EMENT SCHEME -· 

LAKE i•l.UhhAY - WESTEHN DIS1RICT 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • a • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

IN1RODUCTION: 

An arna of lard between LAKL MUHHA" and the 
FLY River, some 40, OOO acres has be e n consid~red ..;y C .. S. I.R.O.e 
as having good potential for t~p crops. "'1-iis land is being 
considered for resettlement as rliscussed in D.A.C. and D.C.C.~ 
mee iLJg • O:tober, 1971. 

The LAKE MUHRAY Admi1~st1ative area, comprised 
o LAKE MURhAY and MIDDLE L~ ~ 0 nsus Division~, has a 
popuL~ti . r of about 3, OOO and an area of several thousand 
square miles. Th people comprise severdl small language 
grou s. 

Development has beer1 ma· nly confined to that 
gained thro1gh crocodile skins, barramundi fishing, and a 
poorlv functioning co-operative. Union Oil are carrying out 
survey work over towards the Stricl~ and at present. 

Then=! are some 1680 people to the East of 
LAKE MURR Y in the PABE C~nsus Division and these have no real 

con mic develop ent at ull taking plar.e. ey are somewhc-,;t 
isolated, and it would appear their best chances for advancement 
liej in be·ng settled in aD area where great r o portu ;ties 
a=c! available 

The people administered to by LAKE MURRAY wo ld 
also be better off if they were not spread over s~ vast an 
are • This would improve administr~tion, but more 
impo~tant enhance the people's orospects of gaining 
income thro gh ugr_cultur a l uctivities. 

During Janu0ry, 1972 a Patrol Officer 
travelled through the LAKE MUHRAY :rnd MIDDLE FLY Census 
Divisions, visiting most of the villages there, and 
conducting a f 0ct findin g s urv y A~o ng people likely to b~ 
involved in this scheme. Details of this p~trol's fi~din~s 
~re contained in this report. 

FACT FINDING SURVEY 
DIVISIONS; 

L/\KILMU0h; Y ..and MIDDLE __ LY Ceosys 

During this patrol, ost villAge s in the two Census Divisions 
were visited. A few were not. but the interested people 

- from those villages came to meet the patrol at other places, 
and gave their v_·ews there. It would b8 reasonable to say 
that nearly all peopl e ln the two Cc· nsus Divisions who would 
have been interested in <?ntering i1 1to discussions about the 
resettlement scheme were in a position to do ~o. Peo~le 
have becm awi1re of the hdrninistration' s interes t in this land 
since at least Dec cmbc•rt 1971, and they were prepared to say 
wh~ ~ they have b 12 c:n thinking. 

Brief .Ly, th e peoole were given the lloNing information, a d 
then the:ir views were sought: 

(i) The l and involv 0d w~~ described, 0 nd its rough posit 
sbown or a map . (Th .._ name of the lc:ind varies from 
LIBU, LIBUMOND;., /\EO~lBE 0nd TIJ > • 
........ ~ ... , .... ._ .... 

/2 
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(i) /~11 the groups ~P/RES, B/~Gu ,), KUINIS: etc.) despite 
having different names for the land, agree that the 
area is that betw~en the Fly a~d Strickl~nd, and 
extending tup to Kiunga' (whi:t probably means it is 
vast and beyond their reckoning.) It was fairly simple 
to indicate whe e the desirable area was, ~nd that it 
did not involve all the land. Even illiterates c2n see 
that a large area is coll d tLIBU' or whatever, and 
that the /.dministr.1tion is .' nterested in a part of 
this, not all ot it • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(ii) Simply the idea behind resettlement schemes w~s 

expbined. 
(ii) The description of how resettlement schemes work was 

kep~ in very gener~l terms and somewhat low-key. 
PevpJ ' appeared to understand what was involved. h 
were somewhat woxriad th<J t compulsory resettlement 
might ~ brought in, but it was explained that such 
was not likely to be the case • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(iii) l!t was pointed out thdt the l.doinistre1tion 
only considering a resettle~@~ t. schene for 
and th~t no plans hav_ been finalised. 

(iii) This was understood by most people. Howev r, o 
m~tter how l~-key investigations etc. now are, it 
not possible to expect people's hopes not to have 
aroused, ""nd disappointments will follow should 
nothing come of this. 
. . . . . . ....... ~ ..... . 
It :..:i also expli!ined tha t resettlement schemes were 
not j~st un easy way to obtain wealth, but that they 
inv~lved hard work. 

(iv This, too, was under~tood. 1-Aost people claimed not to 
be worried by the thought of hard work. The main ing 
is that few people will have the impression that all 
wonderful things will come for no effort • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(v) Q~estions were asked coverin~ ownersJip c.aims to the 
land. 

( v) TH er~ a r no strong cl aims to o arnership of is l<rnd. 
Peo~le along the Fly and in the Lake, claim ownership 
of sngo sw~mps and crocodile hunting places. They 
consider the est to be just bush, with no real owners. 
Many people felt it would be utterly ridiculous to . 
~think anyoille ~oyld claim ownership to such a~ area. 
(Some Fly iver people felt the Lake people would ' 
try to do this, but their fears have so far no , 
eventuated.) 

Some opinions were that the ~dministration could ~ no 
~this laid, as there were no owners to buy it from. 
Instead, it could jus~ have i~, exceptfng sago places, 
etc. The P/.RE and IONOO ~ groups claim no ownership of 
~.wl of it, ;including sago swamps. ProL-ibly, lilter claims 
to ownership will be mcde, and the Hdmir · stration would 
not be wise to acc ep t a ny land without naking pnyment 
for it • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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(vi) Questi0.1s w1.::re ·Js ked )bout how the people would feel 
jf 'outside1·s' c ame to s2tt 1 c in the a r e, . 

(vi) No one raised Any rc~ l 0bj _ction to th µos s~~ilities 
of p opl from an yvvhe;:e e se ir· P.N.G. comirg to settle 
ther • The proviso is th ~ t th~y remair1 o~ the land 
.::illocatcd, and do· not trespuss on sago pL.-ces, etc . 
Some few individD~ls moda ~r - nd sp oches about bow this 
under-popul~ted district could benefit by people coming 
in. 

The NOd/J) people were specif lcally mentioned1 as they 
seem among the lot m st likely to bocome involved in 
this scheme. While there were Eome feors e<nlier held 
th:1t these d.rticuL-ir folk would ;-iot b 1ccepted by th\,; 
L:LKE MULrt·\y p (~ople, there v- erP r.o objection ment · oned 
during -i:his irr..rest:gation. 

The people mo5t interested in the scheme do w nt to have 
an opportunity to take part in it, ~n' ~t would not bt 
wise to bring in 'outsiders' without en uing people in 
the ar~& were first given u chance to re-settle~ 

GENER/~L /~TTI11JDES OOTED IN 11-IE /'J,E/.: 

People's feelings about this scheme vary from being· ery 
much in f~ our of it to not being enthusiastic, while not 
opposing it. 

People ~long the Fly ore r,rh~ps ~he most ke0. to ~~e 
things st rt and to bE·comc involved j n them. Many o[ .hes2 
feel tr.~ /\dministrn tion h0s not done enough f ·r t],.:, They 
have made requests to D.,· .. s.F. to stcJrt proj 1_..,ts, SL':i 1C' 

rubber, and they have ,1 f1.:ic lin that ~hey are being out­
distanced by the Lake Murray folk. 

This 3rea is h 1rd to ~dminister, with its small 
popul0tio and 1 ~ rge _rc1. Littl has been don~ to enhance 
deve opment, ~nd it is not likely much can be done if the 
situati remains os ic. The pc ple o the Middle Fly appear 
to realise thic, and indic~tions are th~t they would be keen 
to particip~te in th2 rlevelo;ment scheme, wl ich would provide 
more efficient c::idminis t r d tion 1id economic develop1.e1t. 

~ . c people in th Lake Murr~y Census Ojvis~on do not 
feel quite so neglectcJ . Some have rubber projects going quite 
well, ~nd were content with this. fhe whole Census Division 
is ea v to administer anr whatever activi ti s hLJV t? ·,ccur:..J in 
the pa;t have mainly bePn centred at the p1trol post. 
Conseque~tly, the people f ~cl less ignored. 
For the most p2rt they wish the scheme to go Dh~ ad , and cl~im 
thot they Hant to pnrticip~te in it. 

Two gr0ups in tbc: -:ke t·Aurr y Census Dlv · sion -
the IO~MS ..,'1d P, JiES a re n .. 't v c· ry ·xci ted 0bout it. The/ 
have rubber blosks nuw provicing s ;me inc ome , trnd ,Jrl' very 
satisfied with this. They do no t wish to re-settle, but will 
not oppose a nyone who wishes tc rlo -~ · They hav e no 
objection t0 the schem · 90in ~hr~d, b0t r1the r feel · t does 
not conc t1 rn thc-m . 

• •• / 4 
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CONCLUSION; 

The results of the fact finding survey indicate no 
reason why the resettlem nt scheme should not go aheJd. 
Ojrcct opposition from the peopl e to sell the lend, or to 
se~tl2rs comi ny fro~ outside areas w ul have fairly well 
quashed the whc lR scheme, but the&. objections were not 
r a ised by the people. 

Fu.wher reasons favouring this scheme are: 

(i) Little o ther opportun"ty exists for developing the 
Lake Murray ;inJ Nomad areas (of the two, Lake Murruy would 

e the better off). Further, depending upon the participation 
)f people from the 00~.'il\D ::,uh-district, the sc~eme could 
~enefit people wil ing to come from o her areas. 

(ii) ,\ resettl :v: ent scheme as envisnged w_qyld provide a 
centr~- of pop ati m and ollow imprnv ment ;§upply of services 
by g0vernment and councils. This is now difficult to achieve 
with the vast areas nnd small popul:~ti on involved. t~ny problems 
caused by con e uent socia l change should not pr~ve 

'l...'dliiii~:-.-.·1 • 
1 

.; c 1 t deal with, as Lt1ke Murray is t.o bee ,me Su~ 
~ ~ c ~ headquarters, and will ha e increased st~ff 

~ - ··il.:t:·es. 

tree crops - suah as oil 
ere. 

_ 'aucc wc...,uld n -~ t prove difficult t · ... 
w1. ' class boas c2n enter the lake at 

ave no problems navigating the Fly. 
fr uro. the lond involved, a thcr thrcugh to 

f eas bl e . 

g~sically initial investig tion reveal no reas n why 
this sch 111e cannot be successfully implemented. The people 
involved huve raiscu r.o objections to the scheme, th~ 1land is considered sui trlblG· and there arc sound econom:t cc.f and 
administrative reosons 10r it$ implementation. Mo~t 
important ly, there 2re no oeop:e in the area who wish to 
re-settle. 

1.ction shoul d nuw l:.ic tilken • o determ5 ne -

1. Possibl8 devel opment by D.i~ . .: F., hdmini~tr 1 tion, 
Private Ent\;rprise and smallho > T''S; 

2. riorc: a c r,urzitely loc,11 interest in rC-!:>'"•ttlernent; 

a nd 

3. lnt~rcs ~ in r · s ~ttlemont from outside the 
Di strict. 

There nppeJr;{ t o bc no r r: .::isons 
not be· successfu1, c: nc it is str ngly 
be commenced to i , plcment it. 
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(A) 

(Front of Jacket Colour Blue) 

PATROL REPORT 
REPORT NmtBER : ,... - Ar,..'., 1" ") O:s.JD;TS OF PATROL: 

DISTRICT: 5'TATIOM: 

PATROL CONDUCTED BY: K!~ ,.r-. C. 1 DESIGNATIOU: 

DURATIOW OF PATROL: 

LA.ST D.D.At.PATROL: mn.mm OF DAYS: 

LAST O.L,G. PATROL: TOTAL POPULATIO:i OF AREA: 20 

l:AP RCFEP~CE: coum~IL AREA: 
HOUSE OF ASSDIBLY ELECTORATE: ; fil'IT FLY 

• .. •• 
Th~ Diatrict Commissioner, 

• 0 • 

DATE: I I 19 --.-

District, 

In respect of this 9atrol, 1 attach 

F ELD O~Icms JOURNAL, FOLIOS TO ( ) 

PATROL INSTRUCTIONS, ( ) 

THE REPOR'l' :im 1rr COI !!'rr.-m'St ( ) 

AREA S'rUDY' ( ) 

UPDATING OF AREA STUDY, ( ) 
SITUATIOM ~(ORTS NO'S 1 • , ( ) 

PATROL MAP, ( ) 

······················ · ···········$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. -... .........•. 
•••••••••••••••• ••••••• 

Assistant Diatriot CODIDissioner 

In respect of this patrol, I attach 

AREA STUDY, 

U"PD!i.Til!G OF :~REA STUDY, 

SITUATIOF REPORTS m 'S 1 -

··········· ··· ~ ·········· ......................... 
DISTRICT !IBi\DQUl.JlTI!RS ASSEffi!Er~ OF 

P ; .. '):ROL & 'REPORT 

( ) 
(v) 
(0 
( ) 

( ) 

AOOVE AVERAGE 

BffWW .. WlltA.GE 

l~t-+'-'Mr' ..... ~ ." . . . ......... ·~ 
District Commi.ssianer.< 'l£.. 
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