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i PATROL REPORTS EAST SEPIK DISTRICT 1966=67
]
i PAGHI
Patrol No. Officer Areg Patrolled
1-66-67 W. van Rikxoort Sepix Plains Census Div,
2-66=67 W. van Rikxoort Main River Census Divisioa
Y=b6=67 W. van Rikxoort Part of the Burui Xunai Cen
i sus Division
{ 3
* 6\’ ° AMBUNTI
i
’ ! 5=66=67 PN, Colten Karawari Census Divisicn
|
. j 7=66=67 P.N, Colton Numau-Ablatak Census Div,
‘ A 7A=66=57 P.Y, Colton . 1 b
3 Suppl. Patrol Report by
g K.P, Wearne
» 2
L |
"
i
-~ |
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PATROL REPORT
District of............ ik Report No.
‘ .‘ Patrol Conducted by....la.. viJlinnanty

Area Patrolled............
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans

Natives...1../lea b SO O SO A D 5

Duration—From. .../ ......./19.0....to i 5 19
Number of Days

Did Medical Assistant Accompany /..

Last Patrol to Area by—District Services......../ . 19.
Medical ‘ 19.
Moo Reference......... 3
Objects of Patrol......c.. ~ialan. o VR Yo o102 ries..and. S sl

Director of District Administration,

PORT MORESBY.

Forwarded, please.

/712 !«)é‘/ e '
District Commissioner [

Amount Paid for ‘'War Damage Compensation £
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund ... i B %

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund
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29th May, 1967.
Pistriet Commissioner,
F.al 30’” M"“.
L EAY,
ZAGRT PATROL NO, 1 OF 1966/62:

Your 67«19 of the 17th Fev>uary to the Assistant
District Commissioner, Ambunti, copy to ayself, rafers.

2. Tour comments and those of the Assistamt District
Coumiseioner, Ambunti, .muw“-mncw-uuuu
Hr. Van Rikxourt in his report. I 1ike tharoush and eritical
mumwmm-uw
mﬁuhh.c“dh,ht&cu-twwum
the patrolling officers' findings, opinions and remsrks.

3 Councillors are often .n a better poasition than oure
uﬁmcommnmvocmmunwum
mmmmmmmmuumw
mmmscrmummzuc-un«-u-m
Tridunal, if hardship is cluimed, and
mturMMQCummmIImtintwmm
undmnﬂmuofmmmbludm.
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Bast Sepik District,
WK,

17th February,-1967,

Ascistant Diatrict Comuissioner,

AMBLNTI,
PATROL REPORT NO,1 of 1966/547,
PAGYI,
————

Receipt is acknowledged of the above report,

Your covering comments exgee 4 approximately the body of
this report which I cone? ‘er rather meagre.

Vhen can the Area Survey be expectad,

I concur with your corments that such abominable terme
as " get off their butts" has ne place in official ocorrcspondence; it is
a prineiple perhups that Mr, Van Rilooort may well apvly %o iimself; as
little or ne F,0,J'%s ~Patrol Reports have come to this Office sinees he

Plamdrnn:pahtv.l?nmtartun”ﬁmnd.ﬁ
that it is carried out,

Your covering comments ldave uttl%om{” foonm this

—

Office, ;4;9‘ ,,C;;#. ' (}/
e Deo ey ...{(.’2;...%\.:..-..(..{/-'i
o Di ' (B.G,Hicks), A
7 e District Commisodiomef,

i e




67-3-22

Jec Dept.Distrist Administrotion,
Sub-distriet Offlce,

ANBRUMNZZ. . .

. “ e 1 e

Kast Sepik Distriect.
3rd.February ,1957.

The Distrist Gommissioner
East Sepik Llistrics,
SEWAK .

PAGWI PATROL NJ,1 OF 196671967

Attached please find the above patrol re wieslhe
Report was submitted by Mr Van Rikx ort at this Office -a 2%rd
December znd the deiay duvolved arvse horecsYour vonfidential
meno dated 27th January Patzol leports:Fe0.Je8 has been noted
and cthe delay im submission is regrettod,

AR b Tie VBOP

the people of %the Sepik "lains live in an area of
podmaturul ondowsent and, uniess this can be wllered,either by

a gras of reafforestation or re-seltlement to bettier areas,no

is possible.lowever,ir spite of “iiu the people are still
a lot and do not display the dour and at times antipathetic
atti of the Nain siver pocple.

dheir attitude to Local Governuent is satisfactory
although it is not surprising that soss reluct.nce or hesitation was
shown in accepisance of the idea as the necessity %o [ind momey on an
apnwal busis to pay council tux would give grounds (v such wpprehension,
However,such reluctance ar hasitation deoes not go very .«.p and,give
adequate sxplanation,l aa coalidemi the peopie wiis Juiiy accept Lhe 1dea,

In his report under the hoading lersgmal Tax, Mr
Van Rikzoort wakes comrent that ne norsomal tax was collected aince
1962,He suggests the reason sas that it was cpparently snticipated a
council was to be establis’ed soomn after 17952,This ie pot coupleisly
corrvet, ac ,although it was assumed the area was to cors under Coumedil
Admicistration,no definite date let alome year had heen set at that time,

The reason for non-collection of persomal tax in the
Sepik Plaine ( as woll as the ¥osera area ) was that both areas were
( ard still are ) sconomically dopressed.The only incentive to pay tax
was fear of preaccution and econnequent fear of the Aduninistration,Year
i3 not a basis on which to mild » good working relstionebin with the
pecple. Under vouscilegaltbough their ecouvwic sacuation has
not improved eignificantly and the fear of presecucion still prevides
an incentive to find tax money,providing initizi explanations on nature
and fun2tious of councils have beea adequate,the incentive of fear of
procaeution for default should be supplanted in some degree by a
cznsciousness that the wcney is comtrolled by the pecple of tue lecal
area their elected representatives on the Council for use which
will benefit the local aria whereas perconal tax is controlled by
a faceless and anonymous entity to the local veonle,7ix the Central
ddminietration,
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I - @ The negligible amount of tax collected would have been ia inverse
A1 proportion te the estmangement of the peple from the Administration,
flowsvar ,Aif this war the situation under persunal tax,under Councils,
T préviding an explanciion aleng the lines iadieutec whove has been
reasonably put asross to the people at every oppottunity, then I do
1: not antivipate any difficulty wilh signiiicant npobers of Tax Defaulters,

A» Resuvde 3 tpv »ate for tha area. *he Couna’]l =3 ALk 2 F

r
Ve well advised not to judge too arbitrarily the pecples' ciale to not
L being able to afford a tux of two dollaru.There Ais very little coming
out of the area in '".» vay of agricultural sroduce and their area ,as
‘Jf,’ fam as & cush ecunony ie concermed, is extresely depressed,.There is
provision for exisience of JdiJ ordug (au rotes for different areas
T within 2auy particuler counvil, sud when the council decides om their
tax rates they shcould bear this in mind.A smooth introduction of the
T Sepik Plaine people into the way of Cowncils i@ the main consideration
€ and this should not be prejudiced by 3 o harsh an / itial tax rate.,After
a successful introduction the incentive to greater economic efforts
}

j should emerpe and , if poesible, then the tax ra*e could be broaght
{ into line with ' : reat of the ccuncil aron,

A8 Nr Van Rikaoort prepared an area study iao conjunction with his
prtrel repurt, further discussion oun tho aree snd people will bo
reserved for ny comasats on his wrea surveya.

£ONJL'(:A (o HE VATHOL ANMD ....Lu;.
T, - — . e ———— i —

Diary eatry for romday 12th lecember wentione eome dhkscased dogs
ordered destroyed, There are rany more Goge in sueh a conditiva whiel
Fr Van Nikwoort oid not see n the Jepik gine Diviedog. Thouwe he
ovdered deostroed are only « dyop iu the vcean, I do not think euch
sction,alttougsr undoubtaily sctivated by &« hupane deeire to put an
end to arinsl eulrering,is verth the cost in possicle delerloration
of relatione netween the Administration and the local pepulecesin a
reighbouring Olivieicn suame vears agcean officer went around and
conducted » veritahle purge on dogs and the rescntment Luilt up ae
& rosult wa. juite gorsicerrole., The forgolng does not preclude an
spproach to the owner,in etrong terms if necessary, peointing out his
PPlect 1» “arung for hir animal, but this should etop shert of an
a0tusl ord®® teo destroy, sveu though sveh an order is authorised
undor the Native Adwinistralion Regulatiors, Regulation %9,

T e
( Jo°°w )‘

J Diary ¢Mry for 7th luwcember showe thet Mr var hikxoort arrived at
§ HOT Villare at 2500 and departed 1300 the same day.This is uufortunate
- » ae ihe viliage is the nont isolated of aony of tho lepik l'lcins and an
overcight stay at the village would have incdenced our sood relationas,
-1 no matter how small in dggree, with the peopley The pevyle do not oftem
receive administraiion visitors and have gone to the trouble of

L providing a reet hovse for such visits.ir vis Rdkxeort will be reminded

' that the convenienesr of saving an c¢dd 2ay is not the primary task of
. (\Y routine petrolling but to maintain and sncrease our contuct with the

\ mpl.o

The occurronce of LLe oxpressisn " get off thelir butl " fer dlary
ontry 15th beeembbs ls unicrtunate.r Van Rikxcort will e wsdvised there
ies no place in officisl reporting such as patrol reports and Field
Journale, for such exprescions,

in hias zoiments on page three, Mr Van Rikxoort makee mention
of possible action in medical regle~t of a ciild arainst a psrent.Nothing
has been heard of this as yet snd ir van Rikzoort Wil) be a#™*% to heep

s 58 ¥
i

o
iaformation .plom:

} = this 4n mind
o Aside from the above criticaism , the repcit is quitz well done and
' . the satrol has satiefied ite objutiw..'w’, will be sudmitted
> with the Area Survey as soon as Mr Van R4 aréa survey for the

4 non-gouneil villages of the Burmi Yunai Census Division’“9th “Wrveys will
i ! be submitted jointly.Camping allewance and Field Journal Foli®s 34 to 38
E are attached herewith,
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fstri f 3 gt el i"\. it 0. 1 /196667
FPatrol conducted '~/ t Wo Vi ! : trol i y v
. ab 0. g “

Lo et bt 28 o Lepis PAMMMovensus Oivistods

Patrol accompanied by Buropesns : Nil

Native« t 1 Member R, P.EN.G.Cs and the

o » ' > .y ' snunsd

Lagt Fatrol to Area by = D.D.i. :February 1965
Medical : February 1966 ( Malaria)

lap Reference: Aerial Photograph py unmarkede

Objects of Psatrol : Census Revision, Area Study and Ward Soundaries,
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y ] usual rate
L ug pe r | f I 5 theeof. } ey \re ng '6“‘1 A carry
from village U« { \ wse of ¢ relatively short distane
ea invol I they are never 1 er absent than abuaut 3 hours.
.¥'3'] t“.
e - - - . & -

i poOj area seems to be good.
against Malaria have been 4di i

Drngs 11 houses have been
sprayed twiems during tie past year with DDT., There were ro signs of
alarda but according to the visions village officials few people
-
ever ffered *rom this nyway

A few people with swelli and other unidentiiieu symptoms were =

t to the ical Officer in Maprik for diagnosis and trsatments .

There are o 11 dpoe 3 in the area gtrcllied anc treatment for minor @
L ! ) e L . n .

complaints is given at the ne ‘b "oreimbei Catholiec MNission which

also provides »r infant welfsre service run by a qualitied nurse.
People tend to neglect sore ind tropical ulcers until they some-
times reach tage where surgery ic necessary ani action is being
taken against oneman feor neglect of his young davghter who had Baen
suffering from a large tro,ical uleer for some months with the :

result that thexme t} rl needs extenseve treatment. A report'is
being awaited from the ‘odic CTficer in Mapriks

- i s e ey
Roads and Bridges.

he veniculsar roads, 3 far as they exiat ~re seldon if ever used
b.y VC‘)‘)‘-"‘w' 5 "“: (“)’ ' "|';;\ “." »d ‘“’" V“"‘.ﬁ“,"‘i:\iy‘\‘_’ ‘."1"' h'!.’s On L
several occagions bYeen questioned by the loeal villagers, =ltheugh *
they are meet‘ng their st tutory obligations without exceptionsg,

ig
All rvads in the area are suitable for vehiculsy traffic excent

between Yar 'ni and Bangwingei lowever there arc several depressions,

swamps and rivers which can only briugsd with bridges and raised b

rosdse More details and recommendations regarding these will be -

made in the Aree Study report. %
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Airfields,
——eea
Ther ire o ].‘: two airst ps &8 an st ra LON i W | '_-{npt
oneé At the Burui Catholl i Lon ar € -Fagwi Road snd a
new one at Kwosdmbi village. Both are-ressonab y well kept and serve
mainly the Catholic Miszsions nea by e
There re numeron 1 N & 144 1 or new rstr
but "i"!‘t fromths vl 3 1 1@ roe Fhe . , 1ittle .
point in establishi y furthor strips st this stage. \
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We van Rikxoort
Patrol Officer
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA !
’ 3

PATROL REPORT

)
District of ... Bast Sepdk_.. ... Report No.... Pagwd FU1966w67.............ccooo...
Paero, Cond Gted by. ... We. van Rikxoort, Patrol OfLECer. ... ...

Duration-—From...?,../'....g../l9.§?...to1.6,../....a../lv.ﬁz_u
23/2/1967 to 2/3/2967
Number of Days........ | SOOI I 550 3/ 70 &
: }
Did MeSical Assistat® Accompany 2. X808 ...,

Last Patrol ) Aea by—District Services..Noy= /1965 (Part)

Director of District Administration,
PORT MORESBY.

3 _ Forwarded, please.

SUPGOg T R T R el e R A

Amount‘aid for Wat Damage Compensation ... £ ... 3

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund ... B BT




Bast Sepik Distriet,

/: r 67-‘-9 .
5 1 1A QUARTERS
KOLELCRU & 3rd May, 1967,
LIH/EP N
el Inp aet S
Assistant District Commissioner,
SQE-_ strict Office, 2 >
BAGHIL PATROL NO.2 OF 1966767

Receipt of the Report on the above Putrol b
Mr. W. Van Rikxoort, Patrol Officer, and your comprehensive
comments are .\ctnmt{odnd.

As there appears little hope for economiec devel op-
ment wvhilst the e ramain in thair present village
lLocations, interest in resettlement should be fomte at
every opportunity. There will ba Little support from the
Administration for a "have not area™ in wvhich people them-
selves show no signs of vanting to be in a "have area".

Greater effort will have to be made by the Adviser
to the Gaul Council to keep up the level of fileld contaet as
thare i{s no chance of additional staff for Pagwi,

Are all Council Heotings held at the one location?
the meet places halps maintala the interest
of those who feel they ar- forgotten ani have a "received
nothing for their taxes",

The RBducation situation also slips into the domn-
sing state of affairs of the Division. A fully documen
memorardum s required to support the recommendation of
establishing a school ( stration?) at NOQSOP or GAIKA.
ROBI, A reminder to Mr, Van Rikxoort that matter invelving
comment by other Departments should be dealt with in ordinary
correspondenee with mentlion of this in the Patrol Report.

Three coples of the Pogul.auon Reglister are required
here as two ies are to sent to leadquarters (Sec 12 ¥
23 Vol 1 Stan Inst,)

Completed Camping Allowance claim is attached,
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67=1=9 Dept . Dietrict Adninistration,
Sub-district Cffice,

2 . - . s R J"ﬂ""
Bast Sepik Biltrict.
2%rd March,1967.

The District Commissifuer,
East Sepik District,

FEWAK

PAGWI PATRO 6

Attached please find a report by Mr Van Rikxoort
on his patrol to the MATIN RIVER Census Division.The report is
informative and giv's a good indication of the attitude of the
River Pecple, Unfortunately the report is slightly marred by
deffiodencies in the section off Bducation where the required
statistiecs are not quoted and there is ro report on Village
0fficials, Geography/Topography nor mention of referemce to
report on accompanying persomnel, However, these are errors
in form only #nd do not detract greatly from the overall merit
of the report vhich gives a good insight into this depressed
and at preseant, depressing area.

The people of the MAIN RIVER Divieion have seen
the full range of occupying powers and for anything to stir
them out of their present slow tempo of existence amd apathy
towards the Admipistration would indeed have to be extraordinary,
in view of the traumatic nature of smany of the earlier contacts
by the Germans,Pre-war Administration and the Japanese.This is
indicated by their take it or leave it, not particularly over
receptive attitude to patrals.

Economiec prospects for the people are dim but
this is not saying anything new. Yhile the people remain in
the village, crocodile skins offer the only source of cash
income and, of course, it is well known that Skins is not the
most dtable of industries.

The Sepik People are nct an isolated case and there
must be many other peéples living in similar environments
in the Westerm and Gulf Districts. As yet I kmow of no wide-
scale solution to this problem o her than re-settlement and to
2 much lesser degree, Education(whereby children eam gain
qualififkcations to fit them for jobs other tham labouring
tasks.) .However, Re-settlemeAt is still in the Theory stage
and is an unproven solution.As regards Education, the Dept. is
having an uphill struggle to maintain its extremely inadequate
present facilities.

Possible re-settlement areas within the Sub-district
could lie in the LJMAU/ABLATAK Division, although there would
be considerable opposition from present small numbers of land-
holders. The area around the HUNSTEIN Range and the APRIL/SATIFA
fivers Junction could alsc be a poesibility. However, neither
area has been investigated with a view to re-settlement and it
would not do to be too pptimistic.Next patrols to the area will
make a general survey of these areas with re-settlement in mind.

cesssssenss/2 o
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Jor the immediate future present possible Administration 1\
effort should be aimed at gotting the GAU1 Couneil fumectioning |
as effectively as possible and keeping up the level of field
contact in the area to show that the Administration is concerned P
with their welfare and is prepared to put goms effort into the
area.

A . . . ]

At the moment there are signs that the people are show
impatience with the Couneil.The people of Yentchan, I have heard,
are beginning to questior the wisdom of paying tax when they
have received nothing in the village in return. It has been
reported that they will not pay any future tax and will ewiet
any tax collectors calling at the Village. I have asked the OIC
PAGNI to get confirmation of this report and if this is confirmed
then I will make a visit to the Village to talk with the pecple,
In the meantime the OIC PAGWI will be instructed to try and
influence the Finance Committee of the Couneil to install ome
of the new wells for water supply to placed throughout the
Council Area, at YENTCHAN, It is a fact that if the Council
had to make some immediate visible effect on all villages
within the area then it would indeed be a very microscojiec *f vet
considering the meagre revenue.However, the people can‘t or

won't accept this fact at present .

Instructions have been received to activate the GAVI
Demarcation Committee and this should create some interest in
the area,and, if successful, a sense of pride and achievement, 1
something which would never go unwelcome .

There is a lesson in the attitude of the people to be
read by the Missions.That is that the people are no lomger
content with evangelisiig and platitudes.They are quite selfish
about their attitude and make no effort to hide this., They want
everything to their advantage,especially as
distinet from present poor and inadequate educati facilities
for their children, If these are not fortheoming, then as fars
as the people are concerned the Mission will be writtem off ea
of no account and they will bo made unwelcome.

Although lMr Van Fikxoort makes mention that wvillages are
undsr water at present,this is nothing wnusual at this time of
the year.At prosent the water level has dropped at least three
feet in the last dwo weeks and may well have reached its peak
at that time. This aspect will be covered by a special memorandiuwv,

Rl For yrnur information,please,

6:irignn )
s

Algiltnnt District Commissioner
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b g PATROL REPORT

o v District of : East Sepik Report No.: Pagwi 3/1966-567
F Patrol Cenducted by: W. van Rikxoort, Patrol Officer
4 b 4o Pl L sl DL Cesotd varasion .

-
i Patrol Accompanied by Europeans: Mr. V. Barnes, E.M.2. ( From 23.2.67)
_J

Natives : 1 Member R.P.& N.G.C.
Duration-From : 9/2,/1967 to 16/2/67
23/2/1;3 and 2/3/1967
! Number of Days: 16

L E
|
!,.
o

Did Medical Assistant Accompany Patrol? : Yes
% + Last Patrol To Area- D.D.A.: November 1965 ( Part Patrol)

Medical: February 1967 (Malaria Service)
Map Reference: Unidentified Aerial Photograph

Objects of Patrol: Census and Electoral Revision and Routine Administration
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| Introduction.

_E . The object of the Pairol was a Census check, revisicn of the Elec-
| toral Roll and Routine Administration.

In ‘ It was the first full scale p.trol since 1963 of tho entire area,

part of it being patrolled in 1965.

i The Census Divisior Jg_adttypstasd V-p=tt - goL ° =i~ et B B 2 i i
i Lages duilt on the banks or a few hundred yards away bnt still connec-
i ted with the maia river by means of tribituaries or lagoons. The entire
area is predominantly swamp which is flooded by the Sepik River from
‘*-1¥ January to June each year and gardening or cashcropping is restricted
to a few small and ineignificant p.ots.

; The area is depressed economically and fuller comments on this will

- be given under other headings of this report.Vegetation consists mainly
of swamp grass and kunai with some small patches of rainforest which are
; t+ usually flooded for about six months of the year.

: ‘ The climate is hot and moist with an estim.ted average rainfall of
1 70 inches per year, but no accurate figures on this are sgvailable.

—
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Diary.

H Thursday 9.2.1967 Departed PAGWI at 1100 hours for Main River Cen-
. sus Division Patrol. Arrived by motor cance at
TEGOI at 1600 hours after some celay with motor.
Many people absent. Settled at resthouse.

Friday 10.2.67 BEPERXEAXTEGEX Census taken at TBEGOI, Village in-
spected and talks held with various village leaders.

- Saturday 11.2.67 Departed TEGOI at 0800 hours, arrived FANGANAMAN

r 1 ‘ . at 0830 hours. Village inspecied and some cleaning
| - ordered. Census revised and talks hold on econo=-

! mic prospects, virtually nil, of the area.

Sunday 12.2.67 Visited end inspected nearby MALINGAI and PAREIMBEI
villages. Both villages flooded and Census will !
be taken at KANGANAMAN.

Monday 13.2.67 Census revised of MALINGAI and PAREIMBEI villages .
at KANGANAMAN, Talks held by myself and Mr. Smith, b
A.O, Ambunti, on economic prospects. i |
Allegations by KANGANAMAN people of irrsegularities '
in the running of their trade store. An audit
check to be made at Pagwi when all tooks available.
Seven complaints from all three places settled.

e St

-

. q.J}m —~-

———

One case of child neglect referred to Ambunti for .
Court action.
& Tuesday 1%4.2.67 Departed KANGANAMAN after several hours delay by

rain at 1000 hours. Arrived YFNTCHAN at 1020 hours.

Place in a disgraceful mess and immediate cleaup

ordered. Census revised, the majority of men are away ‘
at towns and plantations.

- Dispute about YENTCHAN pigs raiding KANGANAMAN gardens

S settled. Some minor complaints; mostly debts.

Wednesday 15.2.67 Departed YENTCHAN at 0730 hours, arrived INDABU
W at o830 hours. Villagesx inspected.
Census revised and several complaints settled.
3 Only a few of the men are at this village, most
of them are away at towns or plantations., The little
} il land this people possess is completely flooded.

T
l"!'”1"“T"ﬁ“‘ s
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Thursday

Friday
until

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1642.67

1742467

22.2.67
23.2.67

2“.2.67

25.2467

26.2.67
2742467

28.2.67

143467

2¢3.67

Departed INDABU at 0930 hours after delay of
some hours because of rain.

Arrived PAGWI at 1400 hours after breskdown with
Outboard motor.

Attending Outboard Motor school at Ambunti and
urgent correspon ence, paysheets etc, at PAGWI,

. >

Departed PAGWI at 1000hours for second stage of
Main River Census DIvision patrol.

Accompanied by Mr. Barnes, EMA, from Ambunti.
Arrived SUAPMERI at 1200 hours. Village inspected
and camp made at resthouse (Temporary onme)

Census and Electoral Roll revised. Some minor
complaints settled.

Departed SUAPMERI at 0800 hours,arrived KOROGO

at 0830 hours. Village inspected and camp made

at resthouse.

Census and electoral roll revised, Some complaints
about smell debts settled.

Departed KOROGO at 0720 hours, arrived NYAURINGAI

at 0800 hcurs. Rest house falling down and village
in 2 mess. Immediate cleanup ordered and two people
fined $2 for keeping pigs in the village, Contra
Gaui VCouncil Rule.

Departed for nearby KANDINGAI, village inspected
and camp made at resthouse. Place wall kept.

Census and hlectoral Rcll revision of both villages.
Two minor complaints settled.

Sunday ohserved at KANDANGAI.

Departed KANDINGAT at 0800, Much delay in reaching
Sepik River because of blocked creek. Arrived
YENTCHAMANGUA at 1900 hours. Village flcoded and
in need of re¢pairs.

Census revised. One KOROGO mar sentenced to one
mcath hard labour for striking a woman.

No further complaints.

Departed YENTCHAMANGUA at 0700 hiours. Arrived
JAPANAUT at 1000 hours after breakdown with out-
board motor.

Census and Electoral Roll rovised. Repairs carried
out on outboard motor. Village inspected and one
miror complaint settled.

Departed JAPANAUT at C730 hours. Arrived Pagwi at
0750 hours. Called at Office for any urgent cor-~
respondence Or messages.

Departed Pagwi at 1000 hours, arfived JAPANDAI

at 1030 hours. Village inspected and camp set up.
Census revised and Electoral Roll altered.

Departed BAPAUDAI at 0700 hours. Arrived Pagwi at
0730 hours. Patrol stood down.

G
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Repeption of Patrol.

The patrol wasreceived friendly but no great interest was shown.
The area has also been patrolled within the last montL or so by the
Malaria Service Officer stacioned at Pagwi and the Agricultursl Officer
from Ambunti. The Malaria Officer has complained repeatedly of the
unco-operative attitude of the peopla throuraeut [“e Tenevg Diyirio- L
Card vt = Lt L LaLuse wad evei sdfused permission to spray the houses.
The Agricultural Officer drew only comparatively small audiences for

hie talks and only approximately half of the men in the village usually
attended.

It can thus be see¢ that Lhe people have a rather indifferent at-
titude towards patrois which may perhaps pertly be hlamed on their
unfavorable enviromments and their less fartunate experiences with
other Furopeane like traders and recruiters which nave been operating
in the area for many ysars. Further comments on this will be given
in the heading on the Political Situation.

Villages.
(1) The type of housing throughout the Census Division is eimi-
lar. The houses are raised about 5 or 6 feet above Lhe grou.l on posts

and are built of a square model with the walls made out of pangal and
the floors of limbom. Generally speaking the standard of housing is
low and orders had to be given on every past patrol to repair or re-
build houses.

Some of the difficulties in maintaining a reasonable standard of
housing are caused by the faucts that a large percentage of the men zre
continfously absent in the towns or on plantations and the demand for
materials exceeds the supply available. Some villages depend almost
entirely on the goodwill of moie foistunate villages for the gathering
of biMld'ng materials. Also repairs and bAdlding can only be done ef-
fecyively during the dry season when the Sepik River is at a low level.

(i1) The villages a''e all situated on the best suitable ground
available to the people t it nevertheless the sites are almost without
exception dismal places and canoces have to be used when people wich
to leave their house or at leasi wade kneedeep through the water. The
Bepik River has risen about a further three feet within the last few
weeks and only one or two villages still have any dry ground at all.

(ii1) The watersupply is suffigient in quantity although the
quality leaves often much to be desired. Water is obtained either from
the Sepik River, which is often very muddy but nevertheless quite
drinkable, or from small creeks or swamps near the villages. This lat-
ter source of supply seems often doubtful from a health point of view
. but is sometimes the most ~onvenient available and people will persist
in using it.

Some of the villages have been included in the Estimates of the
Gaui L.G.Council to have wells installed within the next year or so.

‘ (iv) Hygiene und sanitation is reasonable although the latrines
are now unusable because of the high water level and people are forced
to use the swamp surrounding the villages. The are aware of the dangers
invelved and take care to go a long way and dowistream from the village.

Outline of Political Situation.

The area has been under outside administrative counltrol since
approximately the turn of the century when occasional trips were made
up the Sepik River by the Germans and since them the present Admini-
stration has been steadily increasing its control and influence with
a short interruption during the Japanese occupaticn.

From records available at Pagwi, ie Pitrol Reports, and that ob-
tained from the local population there have been no unsettling occur-
rences such as cargo cults, at least within living memory.

. Government contact has not been as close as is perhaps desirrble
mainly because Pagwi Base Camp has been vacant for most of the time
as its existence as a Base Camp and the Area was administered direct

from Ambunti.Perhapes consideration could be given to raising Pagwi to




P G

S i W M—Nw

T

———

K,

ﬂ&:‘

—J z

|
:A:t

—

n

4

the status of a Patrol Post with at least 2 Field Officers perma-
nently posted there, this would seem to be the only sure way of closer
contact with the prople and should greatly increase Administration
influence., The attitude towards the Adminisetration is favorable as

far as a definite statements can be made on this, and the people

are quite ready to confide their econcmic and social troublee to

the patrol: passing through the area or at Pagy”’

ine sediings towards the Mission and Puropeans other than Ad-
ministration Officials is usually much less friendly. The area has
been visited since almost initial contact by European traders anua
recruiters who had often, and obvirusly stiil have, little regard
for the Native population. Prices axm charged for trede goods are
exhorbitant and crocodile skius were and still are, only accepted
for relatively low prices compared with the market price. Two cases
of this animosity were only manifested recently; a trader from
Ambunti approached the Kanganaman pecple with a view to establish
a store there but was told he was not welcome there. The Council-
lor later told me it was resented that so much money left the vil-
lage and nothing permanently was received in return. He intimated
his village will refuse to sell ground if it means that a trade
store is to be opened there.

A similar incident occurred recently at Pagwi when the Coun-
cillor from JAPANAUT village informed me that his village has
rejected a request from another Ambunti trader to allow him to
build a store on village land near Pagwi.

Another Administration Officer stationed at Pagwi says that
the priest at Kapameri had told him that the people from Tegoi
village informed him he is not welcore there and are unwilling to
co-operate,

At Yamanambu the Assemblies of God Mission school there has
been closed for this year because of lack of teachers and the people
there started to demand that the Mission sumrender their lease
and leave ths village, the exitement eased however after a talk
given by the ADC from Amounti. Nevertheless it could be regarded
as an indication of the generel feeling towards the Missions.

The Seventh Day Adventist Mission seems to have almost aban~
doned their half dozen or so villages and this is resented by these
places, not because they have any close affinity towards the
Mission but because of the fact that the schools have been closed.

Aged and infirm persons and families of absentees are looked
aféer in the traditional manner, viz. by the other clan members
and no instances were encounterel whers hardship was evident
because of negelect.

As can be seen from the attached, revised Census form the de-
gree of absenteeism is very high. This mainly because of the poor
economiz situation and the fact that there is li*'le or no land
available for agricultural purposes. It is claimasd that a Lorge
percentage of the absentees have no work and are living off re¢la@
tives in the towns. Efforts are to be made by the Gaui L.G.Counec!l
soon to establish the whereabouts ol these people ana Inform the
proper authorites in order to have them sent back to their village.

"Mamriage Gift" or Bride Prices ure becoming a serious social
problem in a numberof the villages of the Census Division, viz.
Suapmeri, Korogo, Yentchamangua, Nyauringai, Kandingai, Japanaut,
and Yamanambu., These villages belong to the one tribal group and
it is felt by these peole that the problem is gettin out of hand.
Amounts of up to $1000 or even higher on several occasions, are
demanded and the custom has developed into a lucrative business
with women more or less sold to the highest bidder. Apparently
it all started off when one BONJUI, a former memberse of the
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Executive Council and unsuccgessfull candidate for the House of
Assembly, started to demand high prices for his daughters and people

were silly enough to pay $79C or $800, a coaplete break from es-
tablished custom.

This is a problem which could be solved through the Gaui Local
Government Council but the Councillors from the other villages take
little interest in the matter, ip fart T S _' Cuwpeve vame vuere
8 4 ~ertaiu-amoudcoglie with the other villages prc¢' m. Also the
Councillors from the villages concerned are under str.ng pressure
not to lower prices. The matter was brought up at a recent Council
meeting but the other Councillors intimated that this problem is
more or less self inflicted ani does not concern them.

Agdculture.

The food situation is good although the area is unable to pro-
duce all its own food. The custom is to exchange fish, of which there
are large quantities available, for produce wi’r villages further
inland, mainly the Woseras.

There are no introduced crops of any kind except her~ and there
some small amounts of tomatoes or spiingonions and then only during
the dry seasonr. Apparently some crops have been tfped but without
Euccess.

Cash cropping is norn-existant, it has been tried in a few places
but the trees were promptly destroyed by floods. Young cocorut palms
have also met with the same fate and all attempts to growm economic
trees have been abandoned. There are no other agricultural activities
in the crea except for some small scale gardening, The ares has hea
patrolled within the last month by the Agricultural Officer from Am-
bunti and he will be able to give further details in his report when
it becomes available. From discusaions vith him it is clear that in
his opinion there is no fWture for the area as far as agriculture is
concerned.

Considerable quantities of fish are caught in the Sepik River
and attempts are being made to find a market for them. The main dif-
ficultym is transport, the Maprik - Pagwi Road is again in a dpimx
deplorable condition, which seems to be more or less a permanent
feature, and transport by read cannot be depended upon. At any rate
the transport charges are high and enquireis will be made to trans-
port dried fish by ship to Wewak.

Livestock.

Each place, except some of thode associating themselveus with ' .e
Seventl. Day niventist Mission, has a number of pigs, chickens an”
ducks. These are occasionally sold outside the village but are sa.nly
for 1ocal consumpt.on. Livestock is still regarded as a source of
wealth and no attempts have been made to breed pigs commerc.'zily. The
opportunities are limited for such an enterprise because of the regu-
lar flooding of the terrain and the shortage of feed.

Cattle hreeding in the area is impossible because of the above
reasons,

Forest. .

One village, Japumdai, has a sizeable are of land with some good
stands »f timber. A number of loge have been floated downstream for
processing at sawmills near Angoram, A villager froam Japandai is
making attempis to install a small sawmill on the spot but at this
stage it appears doubtful whether he will be able to raise the capi-
tal or has the konow how to make such a venture at all sucessful. He
certainly would be a bad risk to a bank if 2 loan was granted.

Apart from the above village there are no timber stands of any
importance in the entire area.
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T Conmerce and Industry. ‘,
rar @ |
There are no commercial activities or industries operating at
In ‘ all in the area.

’ - F I l.ands. :
l The avsbeuce v{ suicudie land 1a the Main River Uensus Division

f‘ — «} is probably the most serious problem these people have to face and
one which can probably only be solved by such drasyic action as re-
F~w«+ settlement in another area., Enquiries were made in some of the villages
r . as the the willingness to migrate but liitle or no enthusiasm was
“‘“*t shown. These people seem to have a strong attachment to their sur-

} roundings, dismal though they are, and feel that as long as they
still are able to scratch cut a living by sBooting such crocodiles
? - as they still are able to find or by working in the towns, there is
no reason for them to migrate to some other place.

L.‘—‘ . Some of the more responsible leaders realize there is no fu~

ture, economically speaking, in the area and that the only thing

| . | to do is to migrate if their children are to have a chance to im-
prov~ their standard of living to any significant degree. It will
probably some time, however, hefore this point of view will get

- any significant support.

Cogplaints.

—H Approximately fifteen complaints were dealt with and consisted
out of “he ususal long outstanding debts and minor disputes about
pigs reiding gardens. There was no trend evident.

Courts,

Only two Courts were heard on Patrol, one for assault and the
other for breach of a Council Rule.

Rest Houses.

1 The: are rest houses situated in every village, although some
Ty of them are in a bad condition. Promises were made to repair these
R or build new ones as soon as the water recedes.

,pA_ri Carriers, Canoes etc.

All villages are situated on the banks of the Sepik River or
tribituaries and can be reached by motor canoe., No carriers or

{ 4 cances have to be hired.
— Health.

The Patrol was accompanied by the European Medical Assistant
from Ambunti and all matters relating®were dealt with by him.

; B Generally sneaking it can be said that the health of the peple <3
L ‘L ‘. is good with tne only complainte consisting of some infections

b L. - and the ususl headaches and other complaints.

% 2R E Education.

] Education is one of the most talked abou! subjects in the area.
- ] Due to the lack of suitable ground, money and teachers and some-
times the unwillingness of the people to build bush material class-
rooms (mainly for the Mission) a number of children Lad to be refused
admission this year. This causes some concernbut it ig understood
that little or aothing can be done in the near future, at least as
far as the Administration is concerned.
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| ] " The Catholic Mission Schoolat Kapameri is closed for the first term
because the school is flooded. This happens practically every year and
' k2 fultime teaching is difficult. This probab’y causes much of the value

of this school to be lost.

The Primary T School at Korogo, situated some miles from the Sepik
’ F |1 River, was not quite completed at the timeé of the Patrol and fini-
shing touches wer> made to some of fthe slasg 7"~ r- s % ~2 Sk s .
- . g ; “ . ubab@sialoe 2t as unuers$tod that this school will not operate at full !
| strength for a few wecks yet,

The Assemblies of God Mission at Yamanambu has closed down for this
year because of a lack of teachers.

— T Apart from the above schools some villagesx have schools which
‘ claim to teach Prep. but their value serems doubtful. Tn most cases the
teachers themselves are only semi-literate and are restricted (o re-

-

- ‘! cosideration be given toestablishing a school accessable te the people "
' from the Sepik River. A good central location would be at Nogosop or '
Gaikarobi, two places not in the Census Division bu¢ easily accesable
to such pgulous villages as Kanganaman, Parambei and Malingai.

loads and Bridges.

There are no roads of any description and such tracks as there are
betw:en villages become completely impamsable from December to about
June.

Mirsions.

There are three Mission operating in the area, viz. the Catholic
Mission, the Assemblies of God Mission end the Seventh Day Adventist
Hi"ionc

The Catholic Mission is located at Kapameri and has a primary
schocl and two European and three Indigénous teachers. It also employs
a Welyare nurse who makes regular trips up and down the Sepik River.
The Seventh Day Adventist Mission cperates from Ambunti and counts seve-
ral villages under its influence, due to the lack of contact however
their influence is waning and children from these places are now being

ligious instructions. L3
J‘_‘; There is a general shortage of schools and it is recommended that |
;

b

| sent to mchools from other MMissions.

The “ssemblies of God Mission is located opposite Pagwi on the
other side of the _epik River and has a staff of 4 Europeans and several
Natives. Their main work seems to be evangelical and their only school
at Yamanawbu has been closcd until another teacher becomes available.

For further comments on Missions sec the heading "Outline of
Political Development".

Airfields.

There are no airfields in the Main River Censues LCivision nor are
there any suitable places to establish any.

Anthropological.

No anthropological specimen of any interest weee encountered,
although all the artefacts held in the villages were inspected as a
matter of interest. The more worthwhile sxamples have long since been
removed hy traders and the people do not seem to have the same ability
and talent as some of the other Sepik peoples, e.g. from Tambanum amd
Kanduanum, to make artefacts worthwhile for commercial purposes.

3
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Labour,

There are no labour employing establishments in the area.

Perso Tax.

Tax is only paid to the Gauvi Local Government Council and the
rate is $2.50 for men and 50¢ for women. There were no objections
expressed to paying taxes.

.

- — A Nt A

Census.

See revised Uensus form attached. The sbsentee labour rate has
risen sharply in the last three or four years and this will proba-
bly be a permanent feature in view of the difficult economic and
agricultural situation of the area. In some places up to 80% of the
men are absent.

Su-ng.

The entire MainRiver Census Division is a dpressed area and the
main source of income is provided by absentee workers, some croco-
dile skins and small amounts of fish.

Until recent years these villages were comparatively well off
by trapping and shooting large numbers of crocodiles and sedling their
skins. The number of crocodiles and the prices obtained for their
skins has decreased sharply however and the per capita income has
been falling since., It has now reached the stage where a lowerweing
of the standard of living seeans imminent unless the men seek employ-
ment outside their area, as is in many cases done already, with its
mary associate social problems.

The only alternative seems resettlement and perhaps conside-
ration could be given to persuade one village to migrate and make
it an example to others. This is of course if resettlement is con-
sidered at all.

Theonly means of ob%taining some sort of local income is by
selling dry fish but the opportunites for this are limited no makter
how efficient an orgahization be set up.

/ ;%/’4 e s

“. van rikxoort

Patrol Officer
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

PATROL REPORT
District of...East. Sepdk.................c Report No... Pagwd b/1966-672. .

......................................................

Duration—From..22./..4../1962. t0.3../..5.. /1967 .

and from 13.6.67 to 23,6.67
PRI O Dars.. ..ot he T LSO
Did Medical Assistant Accompany?. Mo
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services... I u¥y....../19 45...
Medical ... June, /19 66  (Malaria Service)
My Aaliomen.. TRRRRLL BONIMES . ot GoenCE
Objects of Patrol. ....... Routine,. Cenaus.and. Commen. Rell Revisien. . . .

.............................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................

Director of District Administration,
PORT MORESBY.

Forwarded, please.

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation ... &

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trus: Fund .. AR

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund ...




6th October, 1967.

Thank you for your 67~ of the 24th August
1967 and the above mentioned Patrol Report. E

It is pleasing to note that the affaire of the
Census Division are and that the

are willing to matters with Administration

a4

Ituuhbudmtnﬂhmuhw
to the area which will gi nmmm econonmis
development, Iucuutlsh District Commig-
sioner, Ambunti in his submissions on the growing of rice

ﬂutwtmotmmuatummt
must be looked into carefully.

Mr, van Rikxoort has wriiten an interestirg
report.

(T. ¥, Ellds)
>
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S N 24th August, 1967,

Assistont District Commis sioner
SubeDis Office, )
.

< 13 acknowledged with thanks of Pagwi Patrol
Report No?':.::n.utm by Mr. #. van Rikxoort P Officer

of huh:atrol to the Burui Kunai Gensus Division and your

Mr van fikxoort 1s to be eo lmtodcnagod
renort, m&.ummmmmazctmwum
m’m‘““" ol o tabe youd o

memoranda a c your
Officers that there !’nn been :J!:... where ma*tors requir-
mmmuwqum in the Patrol

the rubjeet in the Report alse the fact ihat’ astion

is or has boen taken seperate correspondence ensures
att ntion to the mttz. o

The Dhtric:.:gruutuml Officer has beem given
the co.ntents of the ion "Livestoek™ rage 7 and he is of

the opinion that eattla has the best ceonomic potential in
that area.

Pull comments on this mbgnt are forwarded to you
in %6-2-1. I foel that this subjeet should be diseussed
by the Council with the Sugrestion that DASF be consulted and
asked how the Comncil can best assist with Cattle Development,

Please ensure that the ghoto aphs of the stone tool
carved posts sighted during tre Patrol are forvarded and also
lot 1t be lnown that until » decision 1s made by ths

Territory Museum that anyone purchasing the earvings ecould be
prevented from exporting them,

das Mr, ven Rikxoort mide out hils Camping illowancé
Claim?, it was not recodved with the Repeort,

/4

NTAT2T T Qo NP :
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@ Livestock
ln .
g Could Mr RYAN, District Agricultural Officer, be
¥ consulted on this poikt and asked for his opinion and
g ; advias on Bhe sappdtigigy @ o Sleupt L eby walBE
: ' l 41 introduced to this area,please,
- Ecrests
a1l In am memo 30-1-1 of 28/6/67 Mr Ryan DAC advised

that a helicopter survey was planned for parts of this
Sub-district, It is acsumed the GAUI Council area will
be included in the survey.In the meantime before the results

i

1

|
+

~F*_—¢, of the survey are made known ( if it is ever carried out )
y advice from the Dept.of Forests on the entreprise proposed
~;&-—'» & by the GAUI Council would be appreciated please.

1

l

)
—— ——

Comaerce and Industry

Under this headiag it is presumed the officer refere
only $o Secondary Industry.

Sarziers

Agreed they are readily available providing tact is
exercised in the initial request, The people are quick te
take offence »t an over-bearing attitude,

¥hilst all majer new conatruction as distinet from
mainienance wvill cor'’‘nue to L2 on a voluntary unpaid basis,
replacement of eristing, or constvuction of new, culverts
and bridges will be paid from the meagre road maintenance
funds I hoild from Publiec Works.

1
l
i

The importance of a satisfuctory solmtion, accept-
able to the pecple, of the transportation »f economic
erope, will determine the degree of willingness to maintain
existing roads and construct new ones.

- —— R R B R =™ ==

In all, this repert by Mr Van Rikxoort is very
informative and in most inastances provides an accurate
picture of affairs ia this division, The preseatatior of
the report id the hest of any repert submitted dy him teo
this offices

Tor your information please.

“Corrigan )
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5 67-1-9 Dept.District Administration,
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|- 13th.July, 1967,

;F -

] The District Commissioner,

-t East Sepik District,
WEWAK.,

-

T * AG TROL NO iy b
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| Attached please find a report ot the above
T patrol.The following matters are worthy of comment.
Zutroduction

! In the fifth paragroph the officer states there

H- is no shortage of reasonably fertile soil, In fact the seil
in the Division ia suitable only for subsistence erops and

- not at all to cash crops apart from rice. In the seccndpara-
graph on it is indicated thut the soil is not

+ suited for crops.In the fifth parngr on the
same heading it is stated meay coffes trees hu bear any

Ll Agriculture

The psople are show ng interest i, rice but there
is a danger of this interest evaporating unlsec the matter
of transportation c¢f the crops is irornsd out. The people
are not members of the MAPRIK Rurdl Prcgress Socleties
and cannot use Society transport. This leaves open throe
e possibilities.

ol
2
§

‘& ’ (1) The people become -:bou of these Socleties.

(2) The Administration subsidises production

k. to th  extent of provision of transport
from certain roadheads to BAINYK,

¢l o (3) Failing either of the sbove two possibilitles,
the GAUI Cuuncil should enter the proédnce
marketing field.

At all c¢osts there must be no repétition of the

L—" fiasco of some previous yeare which also occurred in much
of the WOSERA arex, This was that rice was proauced and

e rotted in the village because it would not be tramsported
b 3 to BAINTK, It is uwrrealistic to say the people cam carry

it or find their own way of getting it to a market..This

b is beyond their capability. If anot)er fiasco occurs as
did before, them D.A.5.7. will suffer an irreparable loss
of goodwill in this area. This has already been taken up
in my 1-1-9 of 10/7/67.

0000':-000/2.
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Appendix "A"

Table of coftog‘nrdeng in the Burui Kunai Census Division.

Village

GATKAROBI
NOGOSOP
MARAP No.1
e, " |
MIAMBEI
YAMUK®
YAKIAP
SARUM

SLET
NAMANGOA
TOLEIMBI
VAGIPUT
YANGET
WEREMN
MAIWI®®
SENGO**

No, Gardens Jmmature Mature Av.3ize Total
12 208 588 66 796
7 ke 420 - 60 420
18 1570 - 87 1570
. 20 Ny A - e _glho S €53
8 1616 P07 290 3038
15 3038 - 202 364
2 364 - 182 328
3 328 - 109 1635
9 553 1082 181 1087
8 709 378 135 1856
8 23 1651 232 1095
2 - 1095 547 828
2 8 820 k10 3807
16 3807 - 238 221
2 - 221 110 310
3 10 300 103 310
fgg 14392 6842 153 21234

* Yamuk is the collective name for Worimbi, Waniko and Kaimbian.

** These two vi) ages were pl‘ro;

an Area Study.

i
o

led some¢ months ago as part of
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It is intended that the Gaui L.G.Counecil buys a chainsaw and
some wheel barrows within the nexc few months in order to hurry
up the conpleteion and maintenance of the road.

Talks were held in each village on the importance of the road
and it has now hmmm generally been accepted by the people that
their economic development largely depends on tgja road.

L - s oA L g

Hillionl.

The only Mission operating in the area is the Catholic Mission
which has a large establishment at Toreimbi. It is s#af®ed by a
pries, lay missionary and 5 nuns. Severai Native teachers are also
employed.

One of the nuns is a trained nurse and holds regular clinics
in the neighbouring villages and on the station.

The rest off the staff teaches at the school.

There are two airstrips in the area, at Toreimbi Mission and
Marap respectively. They are suitable for light aireraft only and
are reasoaably well maintained.

There are numerous sites .vailable near most of the villages at
which airstrip could be build but there seems to be little or
no need for them. It is planned tp build two more, at Worimbi and
Slei, for the convenience of the Misaion but there seems ‘o Le
little ot no enthusiasm by the people to start building them.

Anthrogolog;cal.

Over the years the area has been effectively cleaned out by the
Mission anu traders of interesting anthropological specirer. Some
posts were seen which, it was claimed, were mXimmmg carved with
stone tools prior to European contaet. They have been photographed
and a copy will be forwarded to Headquarters with comments when
the copies become available. The posts were to bulky and the price
too high to be collected by the patrol, .

The art of wood carving has declined sharply over the years
and is done mostly by a few old men, young men show no interest
in the art and it can be expected that it will disappear comple~
tely withi. .he next generation or so.

Labour.

There are no labour employing establisments in the area, spart
from a small number of people employed by the Mission.

N

K
Gt

W. van Rikxoort
Patrol Officer
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to the or for another Admini
Kaimbian but it has
veen advised that this will not be ossible within tle foréseable
future.

Roads and Bridges.
——

1

\ll villages are connected by trac which are kept in
condition, at le they
visit, and some places
to pass over thenm.

=

wers all cleaned just prior to the 1!

- i
even have builld them wide enough for cars
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[t is planned to builc a road from the prik - Pagwi Road a:
b EWwWl oa
i Ar ag Gailkarobi (see map for proposed route). jork has now com-
t it men~ed on this road, genera'yy calle ‘creimbi Road, but du

{
f ! ‘ lack of supervision and

4

tatutory obligations to work on the
I i regularly, comparatively progress has been made to

e Such work as has been done was complete un-coordinated
' *ech village refusing to work an inch of road or

i on anothers
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could perhaps be used as a long term project. If planted near the
Toreimbi road now being build tranpport problems could be reduced
to a minimum.

It is intended to take this matter up with the Geui L.G.Council
with a view of establishing a Council nursery ncnr Pagwi, mainly
'Q- 9"‘ b-wr’j‘ ~ Ch. 0. -."- ?J “sw wil)am ‘h.. v L Yol 20 e
ocononaeal problems, but which would also be to the advantage to
the Burui Kunai Consus Division.

At present the oanl, use made of timber is for the building of
houses and canoes.

Commerce and Industry.

There is a total lbatence of commercial activity in the area,
nor does there seem to be any prospect of establishing some kind
of industry.

L.ndo

There are a number o¢ areas the Administration could buy. Due
to the similarity in topography and vegetation throughout the Cen-
sus Division they have not been marked on the map. At present it
is unlikely that the Adménistration will be interested in buying
any land, unless for séme special purpose like a cattle project.

? ! The quantity of land avamlable to all villages &s adequate

! at present estimate for at least another 60 years, taking into

ﬂ | account the rate of natural increase at 4.3%. If, however, large
4+ umpunts areas of land must be made available for forestry, cattle
‘ or intensified agricultural activity, it is quite possible that

F all the available land will be needed within 30 years or so.

There are very few land disputus in the srec. and wostly
‘ : . involve vorthless pieces of kunai. The diputes are relatively
‘ minor and all parties agreed not to make any further claims
until the .itter copld be settled by the appropriate autho=
rity. The Gaui Dem pcation Committee 'y expeeted to be re-ac-
tivated soon and talks were held in each village on this subject.

spproximately thirty complaints were made, most of them for
] tresspassing of pigs, outstanding debtg or bride prices. There
i‘ was no trend evident.
!
i

i : 7 Complaints.

CQurt‘o

Three Court Cases » "monrd dealiig with Council Rules vio=- i
lations. Tvo defendants were fined §2 each and one convicted to i
one month I.H.L. »

" l'.
t w6 o Resthouses, |
All villages have regs l:oyia, except those which are ¢ Ay a
| . few minutes walking 4 ‘apnee ay fréom other villages. These are
Marap No.1, Vagiput, Toreimbi No.2, Kaimbian and Waniko,

All rest houses are in good condit’ ;g

B
F Carriers.

Carriers are readil ,yMilabl Aom villgge tc village Ftne
usual rate of 10¢ per . _.r. None of them needs to be away from “/
his village for more that a few hoyps.

| .
bl ' " 3
} Health.
L———- The genral healtj of the ,sple seems to be good. There were
| ! . only w« few people ,l,ple to 1ent themselves for the Census
-
e |

&
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Planting of cash crops is hoth on n individual and on a com-
munal bas#és. Such individual gardens as there are have peen
cleared by other clan members of the owner, while the planting
and harvesting i3 done by the individual. The communal gardens are
usually the efforts of about 5 or 6 men, at present however the
.ndividual gardens are more in favour. There does not seem to ¢
any ereat adva~tege *r 'P v =YY . . _.wy wvin deed to work

The marketing of cash crops causes a prblem iu some villages
and in several, notably Sarum and Yakiap, nost people have ab~un-
doned their cash crop projects because of tne lack of roads.
Comments and recommendations of how to over come this problem will
be given under the heading Roads and Bridges.

Many villages have now a reasonably good road connection with
the Maprik - Pagwi Road and this should continue to improve,

Livestock.

The Catholie Mission has a cattle station at Marul near Ta wi
and more will be introduced by the Mission soon at Wereman village
and Toreimbi Mission Station. There is no Native owned livestock
apart from pigs and chickens.

From comments made by the Agricultural Officer and Missionary
cattle mm experts the area seems to be well suited for cattle
projects and the herd at Marui is steadily increasing. It bas been
suggested by the S5.L.G.0 at Wewak some time ago that the Gaui
L.G.Council could perhapes ewbark upon a cattle project or stimulate ; ‘
interest amongst the native people but a number of problems would
have to solved. There are no people in the area experienced in
handling cattle and would have to be trained at ar Administration @p
cattle station, it seems highly improbably that any Council Ad- 1
viser would ba able to be of any assistance in bhing able to /“‘ﬁ«",
nandle cat’le, especiully if it was established some distance away ' )
from Pagwi Station. The initial ontlay would also be beyond the

financial capacity of the Council, especially if a return on this
investment cannot be expected for a number of years.

Nevertheless the potential to build up a cattle industry seems
to be there and perhaps consideration could be given to the Ad-
ministration establishing a small experimentzl or breeding station
in the area, perhaps in conjunction with the Gaui Loczl Govern-
ment Council. Such a venture should have more success than the
experimentsl station at Yambi, approximately 15 miles further
towards Maprik. Thiz station is often crticized by various people
of being established in the worst possible area and would be
much more successful if bihikld furthet Lowards the Sepik River,
The cattle at !llarui are thriving on similar terrain found in
many parts &#f the Burui Kunai Census Division.

The mnext patrolling officer will probably be able to make more
definite recommendations after the Mission cattle has been intre-
duced at Wereman and Toreimbi.

YEXEXE Forests.

Forests of commercial value appear to be rare and such 28 were :
found consist of timber trees widely scattered amongst more worth-
less growth. They are mainly found near the southernvillages of
the Census Division. The amount of timber available and the tran-
sport difficultikes does not make it worthwhile to exploit the
forests commercially.

A number of pdaces, especially on the borders of the rain-
forests and kunai plains, which seem suitable for planting
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Village Offi. !g.

The entire part of the Census Division covered in this patrol

is pggx of the Gaui L., Gouncil snd sl11 village of{icials retired
in 1064,

The Councillgprs ear to be interested in their Job and usually
take their Autiay coeldously ort the=s awmg =~ ~ui e, .g*

- ‘.
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«2Te 18 no lack of the traditional foods being grown in the
area viz. sago, taro, kau kau, yam, bananas, coconuts and vari-
ous leaves. 1/, 'sof} appears to sufficiently fertile for an ade-
quate food supply in the future and gardens are plentiful, They
prodyee iiore than is ne~ded for loecal consumption and the supre
S g ¢xghanged for smoked fish with the Sepik River villages.
Ac gar-Avery small quantity is also sold to the Mission. The
Sale of garden produce could be developed to a more lucrative

diness if a market could be found. The greatest obstacle at
or@psent are the great distances to the more important markets
B Maprik and Wewak and the transport costs involved. There

~ .-
s WY R

ar2 tentative plans in one or two villages to buy csecond hand v

vehisies by tender from the Administration, in which case re- Cpﬂ’ﬁ o

gular trips could Le made even as far as Wewak, ‘ﬂﬁf -
Introduced crops are grown in only small, insignificant

quantities and ususally consisi of watery. undersized tomatoes,
stringy beans and spring onions. The Agricultural Officer
advigae - the hot climate around Pagwi is not very wekl
suit, { foy troduced crops. At any rate no interest was shown

in growing new ones as the people are guite happy with their
Present diet.

"Cash cropping was commenced several years ago when a number
of coffee trees were planted and, more recently, rice gardens
have been jaweloped,

v

See Apyendix "A" for table of coffee trees as surveyed three
months ago.In addition to these gardens there are several
"hole lined", i.,e. shade trees have been planted only.

At first glance the numbers on the Table may seem impressive
but it should be revembered that the methods followed by most
gardeners are most inefficient, Picking is done haphazardly
and many of the gardens are so overgrown that they have been
simply abandoned. Also mang gardens are claimed by the villagers
to be in the wroug place and coffee trees hardly bear any beans,
Some gardens have also been drowned through excessive rain
during the last wet season.

It is understood that further planting of coffee will be dis-
couraged by the D.A.S.F. and that preference will be given to
the growing of rice. This is being done in a number of
although the majority of men sti)l have not bothered to plant
gardens, either coffe or rice. It was stressed in every village
that the planting of rice, or whatever is encouraged by the
Agricul tural Officer, will be their main, if not their whole,
income.Solemn promises were made by a aumber of men to start
making a garden immediately but it is likely that this sudden
enthusiasm will fade somewhat in the next couple of months,

The advantage of growinrice that the people do not have to
wait for their labours to pay off in five years time and that
there will be less fluctuations in the price of rice, being
more or less a staple food.
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Watersupply is a problem in some of the villages although all of
them are as cl.se as possible to a more or less permanent water sup-
ply. Quite often the only source for drinking water is a .wamp and
the water cvbtained from this is usually poor and unpalgtable.

A few villages have made deep water holes and these produce
usually good clear water in sufficient guantities. A few wells are
axpect~d o *~ inr%2 lu. 3y ta€ saui wocal “iovernment Counecil in
the next financial year in those villages were the water problem is
most accute. Noae of the villages has to cope with any serious shortage
of drinking water.

The recommendations of a recent survey of water resources conduc-
ted in the area are available and some of these will be implemented
within the next few years.

Hyfene and sanitation in the vi)lages was quite satisfactory. The
Executive Committee of the Gaui L.G.Counci{l had visited the area som»
weeks prior to the patrol passing through and all places complied
with the var ious Administration and Council Rules relating te the
sanitatic: and hygiene of villages.

MIXINAMXQXTIEILINY Outline of Political Situation.

As far as could be ascertained there have been ts or simi-
lar movements in the area. Several complaints were made by a number
of ex-service men that some years ago they had psid $14 to an ex=-
service men association in Angoram. From conversations with them
they apparently expected great results of this Association althovgzhb
its work was never explained to them. They vaguely expected that
their standard of living would somehow be raised althoggh none of
them could give any explanations of how this could be done.

Because a Zuropean trader at the time was thechairman of this
Association ( who is always erroneously referrel to as Kiap) they
did not hesitate tc part with their money.

The disillusionment stage has now set in and they are demanding
their money back, but as much if not most of the money has been
used to build a club house in Angoram there seems little chance of
arranging this. Explanations were given , as far as possible, of the
work of these type of clubs and that they cannot expect any great
advantages in their area. They were also advised to seek advice
from Administration Officers when approached in the future to join
any club or movements.

It can be safelr stated that tre people are pro-administration
WiscuEs th

and Mission., They have no hesitation to eir problems and
appear to be friendly disposed towards Furopeans, perhaps partly
because the area has not been exposed to the less desirable prac-
tices of traders and recruiters, a factor which has caused the
Sepik River to lose much of their respect of Luropegps. Various
Missionaries interviewed also agreed that the peopl. are friendly
disposed towards them.

Aged, infirm and sick persons are still taken care of in the
traditional way, by the other members of the clan, Those people
who were vaable to take care of themselves were well fed and
taken cere of. They vsusally live with chaldren or other close
relatives.

The number of absentees is not large, with the exception of
one or two villages, but causes no proolem as {¢ does, for in-
stance on the Sepik River (see patrol r-ort no. 3/1966-67).

It is claimed that many, if not the maj .ity, of the absentees
are squatters in the various towns, especially Wewak, and have
little or no prospects of getting a job there.
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Introdgction

The area patrolled was the greater part of the Burui Kunai Census
Division in the Ambunti Sub-District. The remainder comprising of
two villages, has been patrolled some months ago as part of an Area
Study (Council Survey) of the neighbouring Se; ik Plians Census Di-
vision.

.

>ar¢ due to the visit of His Honour the Administrator, for which va-
rious arrangements had to be made, two Council meetings and a Police
investigation.

The area is situated generally north of the Sepik River; the terrain
is relatively flat with only some slight undulations Vegetation is
varied and ranges from rainforests, of which there are considerable
areas especially towards the Sepik River, to large kunail plains and
swamps varying from a few acres to several square miles.

The climate is hot and moist with the wet season extending from
December to May.

This Census Division appears to have tRe best economical poten-
tial in the Pagwi area and is situated between two very poor Census
Diwisions, Sepik Plains in the North and Main River towards the South.
It is not subject to flooding nor has it any shortage of reasonably
fergile soil.

The patrol was a routine one but special attention was given such
subjects as building the Toreimbi Road and the Gaui Demarcation Com=-
mittee which it is hoped will be re-activated soon.

The area has been comparatively irfrequently patrolled in the past,
the last D.D.A., patrol was in 1965, and in order to keep up the presen
enthusiasm of the people to build a rosd throughs the area it is
suggested that another patrol visit the arca within half a year or seo.

More detuiled discussions of the eccnomic, social and political
development and potential of the area will be made under the headings
Agriculture, lLivestock, Forests, Roads and Bridges and Outline in
Political Situation.

Roception of Patrol.

The patrol was received well by the villages throughout the area.
Little or no curicuvsity was shown as the area is frequently visited by
Europuan Missionaries or Traders and has a ready accesability to the
various @overnment and lission Stations.

Villages.

The standard and type of housing throughout the Census Division
is reascunably similar. Orders had t~ be given in only a few instancas
to build new houses and/or demolish existing ones. The good standard
of housing is probably due to various Council rules stipulating maine-
tenance and repair of houses and which are now more strictly enforced
that in the past. A few procecutions have been made by some Councile-
lors in the past few months and this has obviously the desired effect.

All houses are build on posts and of a square model. They ususally
congists of nne large, single room but it was noted that in some of
the newer 'iouses partitions were build and verandahs are also beco-
wing more requent. Only bush materials are used in the building of
houses.

Due to the relative flatness of the terrain there are no distinct-
ly advant-geous sites and any one of the villages could be shifted to
sites similar to the ones they are occupying now.
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22,6.67 Departed Yanget at 0700 hours and arrived Wereman
- ! at 08¢ hours, illage inspected and camp made, 5
r diseased dogs ordered destroyed. Census revised
! and talks given Council Tax and Elections, Demarcat-

ion Committees, a gonnection with the Toreimhj Brsa
(already e O

S0 BN el wces wmanvenance) and
general ecunomic development.

One of the more go
p ahead villages with about $2tons of rice awaiting
tnl.’o" .
No complaints.
23.6.67 Departed Wereman

at 0730 hours.Arrived at the Sepik

River by cance at 0900 hours ang Pugwi at 0930 hours,

Patrol stooddown,
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15.6.67

16.6.67

17.6.67

18.6.67
19,6.67

20.6.67

21.6.67

e —————— ——"

Departed Yakiap at 0700 hours and arrived Sarum at
0810 hours. Camo set up and village insp wted.

Census revised and talks given on the coming coll-
ection of Council Tax and Elections, Demarcation Com-
mittees, building of a road to Toreimbi and general
economic development. Good ro-ponao to vnr.on- suupoe-
tion- made.

Y Y. Caspute”becwéen P.-..il nad Yakiap tolporarily

settled, parties warned to keep the neace or face the
consequences.
Two small debt complaints settled.

Depacted Sarum at 0700 hours, arrived Yakiap 0810 hours
Miambei at 0900 hours, Slei No.1 at 0920 hours and Sledi
No.2 at 0940 hours. Camp set up.

Cansus revised of Slei No. 1 and 2. Talks held on Ccun~-
ceil Tax and Elections, Demarcation Committees, building
a road to Toreimbei and general economic developmeunt.
Both places keen tr go ahead with the road.

Enquiries into caceless use of fire at lagotimbit but
no Court action taken.

Talks held with a number of Luluais and Tultuls assem-
bledabout coming Council Tax and Elewtion Patrols.

Twe small debt complaints settled.

Departed Slei No.2 at 0715 hours, arrived Namangoa at
0750 neurs. Census revised and some minor complaints
settled. Jne firearms offence to be heard at Pagwi.
Moved on to nearby Jiginimbu via Toreimbi Catholic
Mission Station, arrive. at 1000f hours. Camp set up
ond village inspected.

Census revised and talks held on Council Tax and Elec~
tions, Demarcation Committees, the Toreimti Road and
general economic development. A fairly good response.
N¢ complaints.

Sunday observedi at Jiginimbu.

Departed Jiginimbu at 0745 hours. Arrived Toreimbi No.2
at0?730 houis. Census revised and moved on to nearby
Toreimbi No.1. Census revised and talks given to
villagers from both places on Council Tax and £lections,
Demarcation Committees ahd economic development. Im-
portance of work on Toreimbi Road stressed and this
will be a priority project in both places.

No complai-.ts.

Walked back to Jiginimbu at 1500 hours and arrived at
1530 hours.

Departed Jiginimbu at 0700 hours and arrived Nambagoa
at 0750 hours. Camp made and village inspected. Two
diseased dogs ordered destroyed.

Census revised and talk given on Council Tax and Elec-
vions, Demarcation Committees, the importance of the
Toreimbi Road and general economic development.

A neat village but people appear rather backward con-
pared with other villages.

Ysparted Nambagoa at 0715 hours, arrived Yanget at
0815 hours. Village inspected and camp made,

Census revised of Yanget and nearby Vagiput. Lalks
given on coming Council Tax collection and Flec..ons,
Demarcation Committees, work on the Toreimbi Road and
economic development in general.

Complaint of sorcery against LONGA dismissed, evidence
+as obtained from "talking" bamboo sticks.




27.4,67

cCelby

29.4.67

3G.4.67
1.5.67

2.5.67

3.5.67

13.6.67

1“.6.67

Rations issuved to Labourers and Prisoners. Deperted
Pagwi at 0900 Lours. Arrived Yentchan at 100 hours
and Nogosop «t 1300 hours. Viliage inspected; not
too well kept. Camp sade at resthouse.

Census taken and a number o* comp” ~intg hapwg

veparted Nogosup at 0715 hours. Arrived Gaikarobi
at 0745 hours. Village inspected and a cleanup
ordered of some houses,

Census revised.

A cosiderable number of complaints heard. Mostly

b .e prices and debts, some *o be heard ot Pagwi
wiih al) parties concerned present,

Camped at Gaikarobi. Talks held on Demarcation Come
mittees and gsreral economic development,

Departed Gaikarobi at 0700 hours, arrived Marap No.1
via Nogosop at 0845 hours. Froceeded to nearby Marap
no.2 and Census revised, Regyrned to Mapap No.2 and
Census pyvised there. One Co.rt case heard and the
defendant convicted to one month I.H.L. Some other
complaints settled.

Departed at 1600 kours and arrived Worimbi at 1730
hours,

Camp made,

Sunday observed at Worimbi.

Inspection of adjoining villages Worimbi and Waniko
Census revised at nearby Kaimbian. Returned to Worimbi
and Census rovised of that place and Waniko.

Electoral Eoll revised.

Talks held to men from all three places about the Gaui
L G.Corneil, Demarcation Committee and general eco-
nomical development. People urged to complete the road
from Miambei and bridge some small creeks. .

Little or no cash cropping in either place ang people
urged to a greater effort,

Approximately half a duzen complaimts settled without
Court action necessary.

Dozartod Viorimbi ¢t 0700 hours, arrived 'iambei at
0745 hours. Village inspected and Censws taken. To
return to nearby village next week for second stage
of patroi. Const.1/C Pangora unahle to accompany due
to illness.

Returned to Worimbi at 1100 hagrs.

Departed Worimbi at 0900 hours. Azrived at Korogo
Lagoon at 1030 hours. Boarded canoe and arrived
Pagwi at 1300 hours.

Fatrol stood down,

Freparations made for Council meeting.

Departed Pagwi at 0900 hours by canoe. Arrived horogo
at 1030 hours, walked to Worimbi and srrived at 1145
hours. Unable to proceed further hecause of continmous
rain.

Camped at Worimbi and one dispute settled.

Departed Worimbi at 0700 hourg, Arrived Miag)ei at
0745 hours and Yakiap at 0815 nours.

Camp set up and village inspected.

Census revised,

Talks held on Council Tax (to be cqjlected soon)
Demarcation Committees, the building of a road to
Toieimbi and general economic development,




-
[ —
o

n

-

e |
S

g —g———

———

ey 9

:

(4
e i &= o i R

1/

4
.

District : East Sepik Repot No,: 4/1966-67

Patro) Conducted by : W, van Rikxoort, Patrol Offocer

Ar. . Pytrolled : Past of the Rurg® %+ »4 » . AP ISP

~Poreonnol Accompanying the Patrol ; Constable YANSUANG o7
the R.P.&N.G.C

; Dumgtion « From 27,4.67 to 35467 anu from13.6,67 £023.6.67

(See Introduction for reasons cf broken period)

Number of Days : 18
Last Patrol to the Are,‘; DDk = July 1965

PHoD, = June 1966 (Malaris Service)

DAS.F. « March 1967
»
Objects of the Patro; : Routine,

’
Map % _fewrence : Ambunti rFourmil

Census and Comuwon Roll Revision
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