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NEWSLETTER FROM DR. BEN YELLEN ;
August 14, 1980

S el
DISCRIMIATES AGAINET
DRUYELLEN

On August 15, 16, 17 of 1 » 080, the Nutilonmal Associstion for.
the Advancement ‘of Colored PeOpie is going to hold & Southern Califernia
Regional Counference at El1 Centiro, Calif.

It hes scheduled 2s a speaker Clair Bureener, the Republican in-
cumbent Congressma of the 43rd Distyict. Mo, Burgenar is running for
election in the coming election in Nevember 1680, Tom Metzger, who is
the officlal Democratic romlnee for this Congressionsl position and who
belongs to the Ku Klux Xlan, has reguested to be aspeusker gt the confer-
ence but has been refused.

Dr. Ben Yellen who is running a3 an Independent for Congressman
for the 43rd District hss slso reauested to he a speaker but also has
been refused. Since thils District is very lasrge, msny of the persons
coming to this conferen:ze will be subjected to a camnaign speech by
Mr. Burgener, As will Pe weveuled later, he 18 so oxtremely right ‘
wing, that literally he can be considered an enemy of the black people.

Now these people coming to such a conferenée, can not be consider-
ed, rank and file. They are acstivists. Soms ¢f “hexn gre professional
politicians. Ben Solemon, the local N.A.A.C.P, #nm La charge of
arrungements, works for the city of Fl Centro. Mony persons feel that
he hes thls eity job for his abillty to deliver the bleck votes to
the power structure in El Centrce In the newspszpors, he has claimed to
be the one to refuse Tom Metzger to make lis cumpalgn speech. But
the refusal to permit Dr., Yellen to meize his campqign Spoach is hidden
by nobzdy taking the responslibility fo“ it. - :

Readers should know that the power strueture in Imperial Valley
is the big farm interests. You do wiat the big farmers want or ycu do
not heve & 3ob or your business 1s rvined. To show the power of the
big fera interests, It isg Inteoresting to relate an ineident cerser ning
two very prominert memters of the N.AA.C,F.  If was January 1978 ard
the big ferm interests had been defcated in August l9/? in the luwsu*t
UeSe v. Imperlal Irrigation Distrist by & decl:=ilon of the Federal 9th
Circuit Court of Appeels in San Francis: a. This decisfon gzld the
the 160 acres limitation must be enferced in Tmperial Vulley. The big
farmers were very angry snd used political infinence to get the Int-
erior Dept. to send un Assistant Sccretary of tihe Interior to hold a
hearing at the local feirgroands.

. The idea or the big farmers was to get their cohorts out to the
fairgrounds in a big demonstration to impress the Assistant Secretury
of Interior. There cohorts consisted of Mexicans living in Mexico
and cross the border to wexk. These people work at wages that local
workers would starve on. So every tractér, even those in sales rooms,
was driven to the fairgrounds by these allenpeople and after this was
done, the workers would sit in the grendstand and on signal boo er
applaud those who gave testimony although these workers do not under-

stand English.

~ Yvenne Burke and Mervyn Dymally, tuo blaeks who belong te the
N.A«A.c P, sane ta.giva testimony. They came here even'thoush they



know nothing about Imperial Valley. They gave testimony favorable to
the blg farm interests. In that year Yvonne Burke ran for California
State Attorney Generul and was defeated. Mervynm Dymally ran for Lt.
Governor of the State ¢f Californla --in 1978. He was also defeated.
The. secret of the power of the big farm interests 1s that they. have
plenty of money., You can be sure that both Yvonne Burke and Mervyn
Dymally received campaigncontributions from the big farmers or their
allles that year.for giving their testimony ut the fa‘rgrounds.

#

- SO THE QUESTION ARISES---IS ANYONE RECEIVING MONEY FROM THE BIG
FARMERS SO THAT DR. YELLEN IS REFUSED THE CHANCE TO MAKE HIS SPEECH?

Mnd now to Mr. Burgener. He 1s the darling of the big farmers and
has at least $250,000 for his campaisn. None of it is his money. It
1s all glven to him by the big farm interests for he serves them well,
Dr. Yellen on the other hand is going to spend about $5,000 to $10,000
on his campalgn andi the reader can help Dr. Yelln by passing this leaf-
let and his other leafliets for other voters to read.

There 1s a big struggle going on here to enforce the U.,S. Reclam-
atlon Law, The U.S. Supreme Court has given a decision recently in

= the U.S. v. Imperlel Irrigation District in which the people here have

been fooled by the local papers to believe that the struggle is over.
This 1s not true. The decislion was about the 160 acres limitation.
But since the U.S, Reclamation Lsew has 2 provision which says that the
person farming here must live here, this importunt point has not been
settled since 70% of the land 15 owned by absenues landowners.

These absentee landowners have been charging a rent of $100,00
per acre peyx yesr for inferlor land. So for 160 gcres, thls means a
yearly rent of $16,000 snd he pays only about $Z00 in taxes. For aver-
age land, the absentee landowner collects $200.,00 per acre and 160 acres
glve a rent of $32,000 with taxes of about $600. For superior land
for 160 acres he collects $300.00 per acre snd for 160 acres, the
landowmer collects #48,0007 and p2ys about $800. A Rough estimate is
that a person owning 1,000 acres oud farulng it himself, his yearly
profit 1s $250,000.00. Rezsder:z who ccme f{rom farws please explain the
significance of all this to clty pecples If the lew wess enforced only
little people could get the lend and farm it. Whites sre about 49%, X

. Mexican-Americans about 49%, blackz zbout 1% nud orientals gbout 1%.

Clair Burgener has teen the Congressman most 23tive in trying to

- change the law so that Imperisl Valliey be exempt from the Reclamatlon

law for he and the big farm interesis know they have not reelly won by
Lhe recent U.S. Supreme Court decision on the 180 acres limitstion for
they know that Dr. Yeilzn 13 now going Lo start on the yesidency limit-
ation, The big farm interests control tine Imnerlal Irrigation Distriect
se that the people asre churged 3 times tne correct price for electricity
80 that the blg farmers can get irrigation water for 1/L the correct
price. Dr. Tellen has bimck patients that tell him the electricity

is 80 high thet they can not use real alrconditioning but use water
covlers which are not effective wnen tne Mumidity 1s high.

If an ordinary perscn owns a house worth 20,000 cn the open
market, it 1s assessed at 25% or $5,000 for taxation. If fermland.is
worth $20,000, it ic assessed at 2% to 6% or $400 to 41,200, Farmlund
escapes 66% of the taxes ard 70% of the farmlaud is cwned by sbsentees.
Dr. Yellen has tried to gat local lawyers to.stop the electricity and
texation swindles but they are afraid. So:if you NAACP members-know
black lawyer in San Disgo or Los Angeles tell him abecut Dr. Yellen who
will hire him, There are several other swindles of lesser extent
but there is lack of space to reveal them. The sleolrioliy swindle
amourts o P14 millions yearly. Senator Crenston fools you like Burgener.

The Mexican-American population is large and they even have 2 of
them on the County Board of Superviscrs but they are afrald to talk about

| the electricity end tax swindles. The whites are the same. These clubs

called Lions, Rotary, Kiwanis, that the whites call service clubs. The
only service you see 1s thelr service to the blg farm interests and they
also do not invite Dr. Yellen to make speeches. They invite Burgener
all the time and he talks the usual doubletalk of successful politicians.
He never tells you what Dr. Yellen tells you in this leaflet.

So pass this leaflet around and the others Dr. Yellen distributes
and you wlll help outfox the blg farmers who want to keep you in ignor-
ance by preventing Dr, Yellen talking to you.POWER TO THE LITTLE PEOPLE.
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