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Statement 

submitted to th e Committ ee on Fore i gn Relat ions of th e U. S. Senate 

The Testb a n agre ement which the Administra tion has submitted to the 

Senate for ratific a tion would advan c e th e c ause of peace , if, subsequent to its 

ratif i cati on, th e Government were t o propose t o th e Soviet Union an agreement 

providing for an adequate pol itica l settlement 1 vrh ich .vould serve the interests 

of the Soviet Union and the othe r nat ions invo lved, as we ll a s our o~m 

interests, and which the Sov i e t Un i on might rightly be expected to accept . If 

this were not done , h owev er, a nd if th e Government proceeded with an extensive 

prog ramme of unde r g round bomb t esting , then, r a ther tha n furthering the caus e 

of peace, the Tes t ban Agr eement would be likely to do just the opposite . 

By en gaging in this type of t es ting on a large scale, th e United 

States would force th e Sovi e t Union to conduct numerous bomb tests also . The 

und e rground testing of bombs is very exp ensive, however, and sinc e the Soviet 

Union i s economically much weaker th an che United S t a t e s, it vvould in the long 

run be forc ed to ab rogate the A~reement. Such a turn of ev8nts would prove my 

old fri end and d i s tinguish e d colleague, Dr . Edward Te ller, to h av e be en ri ght -

for the wrong r eas ons. 

The p robl em of estJblishing pedceful co- existence between the 

United States and th e Soviet Union involves the rest of th e world as much as 

it involves Europe . It is difficult to visua lis e a po litical s e ttl ement in 
~_k(o.-

which Russia would agr ee to co - exist with parli ament a ry wwsrrrrrfs-loc a ted 

i n its proximity which l ook t o us for support, whil e a t th e same time th e 

Unit e d St a tes \tould continue to maintain its present posit i on that it cannot 

co- exist with a communist c ountry, loc a t e d in this h emisphe r e , which looks for 

support to th e Soviet Union. !'Jly attempt on the part of the Government to 

arrive at a political settlement wi th the Sovi e t Union on s uch a basis would 

be an attempt "to eat one's c a k e a nd have it too 11
9 a nd f ew people, if any , 

have ev e r a ccomplished this f eat . 

If I we re a membe r of the Senate , I think I vmuld want to know at 

this point how th e Government proposes to follo w up the conclusion of the 

Te stban Agr eement , b e for e cas ting my v o t e f or t he r a tific a tion of the 

Agr eement . 

I am not speaking here as a sci entist who can cl a im to have spe ci a l 

knowl e dge of th e atomic bomb, ~~t ,Z;~ a citiz e n whose polit ic a l judge 

ment is not obscure d by being ln possesslon oE111 inside informa tion 11
• 

Geneva, Switz e rl and, Au gust 23rd 9 1963 Leo Szilard 
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