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Dear Doctor Szilard: 

Congratulations on the wonderful article in yester
day's Sunday Star Magazine. As one who has received 
the benefit of your good works, I was especially 
interested in reading this report of your activities. 

I appreciate, too, the congratulatory telegram which 
you and Dr. Doering sent to me on my maiden speech. 

The Council, as you know, is now arranging to mail it 
out to their members and friends. 

With very best wishes, 

Doctor Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 

George McGovern 



'l'he f~onourobl ~ or go l cGovern, 
U ited ''tat'3s Senat(.:l 
l<fashington 25, D.C. 

Dear nator He overn, 

G lneva, Oc~obcr 2nd 19J3. 

I have bel.}fl avmy from th Unitod tatcs since June and I had meant to 
write to you before th.is. I do · ot want to dela.r any further, even 
thou~h I am n01., scheduled to be bncl<: in vashington by October 18th, uhere 
I expect to stay for a week. 

I k ~ p continuing rrett.Lng favour·abl: r·"3sponses to the eneral idea of 
t e 11Hearings 11 which r.-1<1 hav11 discuss .d and T wondered whctJ er you might 
not think that t.h~ im~ las corn~ far y-ou to take Jr.atters into your own 
hands. There ar.J a few thin,·s >vhicl l:ave core up since I talk•d to you: 

a) Before l .. avint_; 'vasl ington, I ltad luncr t-ri·t' Justice Goldberg ~mo was 
r:cn 'rally syrnpathetic but warn ;d that the administration will be concerned 
witl) leaks to the press and that unless this objection can be net, the 
administra ·tion could be exp'1cted t.o say that b3causo of thJ danzer of such 
leaks, members of tl0 administration uould not, and should not, feJl free 
to state t})~)ir vi~ws, particularly if tl nse vie1us do not conform to trJS 
current offic · al policy of t.} nov )rlll!Kmt. 

Since I talked to Justic; Goldberg, it occurr0d to rna that there 
mig}1t be a war to make roasonablr sure that there would ba no sucl leaks 
to the pr:;ss. Thoro are only five or six likely channels ·tJhrough t-Thich 
such leaks might occur, ~Thich include Drew i>earson and James Peston. 
You might see those five or six paople individually, describe to them the 
value of the project which you are about to set up, and expbin to them 
that such a project could not succeed except if they agree to co-operate 
and to pledge in advance iJhat G ey would not accept any lea s tbat micrht 
r"'ach them. 

b) I had 1 letter _rom .:dw-ard Nurrow just after ·I: left lvashington, who 
express d r J<o 1 •nthusiasm for th ~ project ·md said 11m t he would be 
willinp to rl'eet wiU anyone at. any tirn 3, to discuss how it. might bast be 
in1pl !ment .d . Please fe .l l fro"l t,o co ,tact him und to r0fer to th 
interest which he expressed to •e in his letter . 

c) I am .nclonin~ correspondet c~ v1hic1 _[ bad ~ri.t.h Adl ai Stevenson for 
your inf'orm.~tion, and if ·rou tl-1 de .:.t ie1 t b~ useful t.o you, please 
contact dlai :::t ,v:mson and ref ,r L.o this correspondence. You ma7 k ~P 

tl . oru;inals but [ ilould aoprJciat it if rou ~1ere to give I1l'3 phoiJocopies 
ii' T call at rour office arou 1d 20 October. 

d) I b;;li ,ve J: mentiomd to ou alread.r that Harriman react ~d favourably 
and offgr ~d to invito t,o d.:.nn'"r .n fe~tl p ople t o discuss with him and with 
encr other how the renJral idea might be bost implemented . If you think 
it might s rva a useful purpos.}, you mir;ht tak13 him up on this. 
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) Art mr '~chlcsingor Jr. 1,1i h w om l1ad lunch b.lfor~1 I lof't ~ash.in d;on, 

r·•e 'mod ~0 like th~:: idea and ot'fer • .)d to help. 

f) Bmjnmii1 1, ad, uho used to b. Le~i!Jl~rtive Aidt~ to 3e···ator Clark but 

l<V'ho i.s no vrith the Departn •rrt, of' >tat!, likes th, idea vJry mnch and rou 

m~coht ' nd it l·mrtt your whil3 to talk to him aoout its impl morrtation. 

g) I do not k 101-1 w},erJ or I rrum. · oned to ;rou tJ.at I talked to 1 nator 

•i'ulbright. He ~nid tht t,rl He '~-1' did not know 'Wliothor or not such an 

opera t.ion could b · lll fact set up, he did ·think it V>Tould be a ood t11ing 

if it could bo s Jt up. H'c) did not offer to t.nko a hand in promotin6 the 

project but l1e did indicate th:lt hu 1rould want to par-ticipate in it if it 

came about. You probably 11ould uunt to talk to him at your convenience . 

h) 'abort Eichr·olz, a lawnr a1 d 1mnn about town 11 in ~1ashington ( 1ho 

rec,mtly r;arr1 Jd Justico l.!owlas' s divorced 1-1if21), sa ~d tl'at he -would be 

vary much int rested in lvorkin,.,. for this project. He has a private 

income and is in no need of a salary. .Jince 1 any people in · .rashington 

knoir1 him, you should have no difficult r i11 gcttin,s further infornation 

about him and tr"~ , d;pandin · on Hl·ethor or not rou 1-vould ne d his services, 

contact him and refer t.o trn interest whict he expr~ss :d to me b.Jfore the 

suntrrer. I know t' at he "JOuld have lik..ld to work for the ~)tate Department 

and tbat thin desire o, his vms frustrated becarun, 'or some reason or 

oth r, Ball docs not like him. If you knou Ball, perhaps you could find 

out from rim wl 1at l e has agninst him. It IID 7 be, of cours , , t .. r.a t your 

own staff, or ~·taff borrov.red from other s ·nat .. ors can take care of the work 

uhich is involved, .::md that you do not mod the services of -~ichholz, 

i) I discussed th:J project with 'l'homas '·.ratson Jr·., Cmi.,.,man o 

He sa'rned to like th•3 gJrural id'la very much and offerad t.o r'<~lp 

h3lp war, neJdad. If '{ou uish, you mif'ht contF.tct lim and rofer 

cor>v rsation vll-ich I had ui -ch him. 

I.B.r1. 
if his 
to tho 

j) I also discussed tl o project 1V"itr1 '.mbassador 'ladswort: , at th time 

w en I thou ht that .i.t might b9 ndv:i..ncdbl to ::> lt up a small sponsoring 

citizens' committee. n" expres~r·d irrt.~~r-est, in the proj3Ct and off~red 

his h.}lp . fou night contact l-rin if ~ou think :rou can use hiP. 

k) I hav ~ discuss 1d th · project l·ri't h T'ranklin Long, up 'to rae :mtly-

ssi tant Dir ctor for F •scare nnd 1''1clmolor:r of th U3 Agency for Arms 

Control and Disar1 tament, who is noo back at th<J Dopa rtment of' Chemistry, 

Cornell lJniv ,rsil:.y, Ithaca, 1lew York. I found ~·lrn v·~ry symp,'1thetic. 

I b3licve i,i1at he would be an exc 'll:mt man Lo Sp:lak befor the group and 
he migl·t perhaps b<J tho first ono t-lhom rou would want to ask. I sau him 

rec,,ntly at the Pugwash m<3eting in Jubrovnilc and ::.old him that I run going 

to writ to you and tl1a you might contact him. 

* 
I belhvc that it would not. be a'1viseable to try to clear tllis 

project with the j 1 ite House in adv<'nce. It would be better first to 

hold t~.ro or tt ree sessions and to con /1Ct the IJ'-:ite House at. a time Hl'un 

one is able to sho-v.r them the ldnd of rnntorial that is bein~' produced. 
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The onclosed m-~mornn<.lurn dated Octob'n' 2nd 1)63 reflects lny current 
thoughts rep,nrding the l.mplernontat:l. on of the memorandum of 20 Hay lthich 
you 'ave in your ~iles. 

Betl-ror.:m nou ar1d my return to ~Jaoh ington on or about October 18th, I 
shall be on th} go and cannot b() reacred. I intend, however, ,,o call 
you on my arrival in Washinpton, ov;r the tJl phone, ~wd you con tJll mo 
then thether you uould be prepared to carry t -~ ball i'rom hera on and 
t-rhethcr there is anything further thnt you wuld vmnt me to do to 
facilitat; tb..! _implam".mtation of th ' project. 

i th b""'st. uish:;s, 

Leo 'Jzilard. 



08neva, October 2na, 1963 

I iEHOP..AliDUl1 

from Lao .Szilard 

to )enator George HcGovern 

This memorandum reflects my current thinkinc regarding the implemvntation 

of nry memorandum of 28 Jfuy. 

There uould be formed a group of p0rhaps twelve to fifteen distinr?uished 

citizens who are knmdedgeable and seriously concerned about the trend of 

current events . This group vrould meet once a week and on each sucb occasion 

the rroup w·ould have one individual, chosen from a list, of about t.w~nty from 

within the AdmL"listration , as its euest . The task of th · 11guest.·' ~;ould be 

to try to look into th -: future and to come up with a set of desirable 

objectives 'iJ•lich he thinks might, with luck, be attainable by the onu of 

President Kennedy ' s second term. The "guest 11 could say bou.r, 1\l'hat be -rmuld 

like to see done on a short-term basis., •rould fit in •nth this set of 

objectives and he could elaborate on one particular objectiv~ which i& 

closest to his own field of' interest . 

In the ensuing discussion, the set of objectives presented by the "guest" 

would be scrutinized by the crroup; the group uould presumably discuss vmether 

these objectives are compatible 1fith each other and whether - to the extent 

as these objectives may involve other nations - they are likely to become 

nec-oti.nble in the predictable future . The discussion which would follow 

the presentation of the prepared statEillent would be off the record . !-t.embers 

of the group may however submit their observations in writing ~dthin two 

vreeks to the secretary of the broup .. These observations 1rmuld be nnde 

available to the "guest', who may within tvro ueeks submit his answers in 

writing . 

The prepared statement of tho 11 guest", the observations submitted by 

members of the group, and the anst-;ers of the ·'guest'' would be transmitted to 

the PreJident . In addition, they would also be Il'lD.de available to such 

individuals vri.thin the Administration as are desienated by the ''guest' . 

In this fashion, those indjviduols vnthin the Administration who are 

invited to appe:.1r before the group, 'muld have an opportunity to communicate 

their vie-,;s to the President, without having to ask far the privilege of 

seeing the resident . 
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Uo classifi•3d material would be comrnmicatA to the v,roup . Its members 

would be free to make use of any t'toughts expressed in t.hese deliberations , 

but not to attribute any p;1rt.Lcular vie~-v to any particular individual or to 

dtscuss such views in circumstances in wld.c h they could be traced to 3 

particular individual "t4ho had participated iu the delibe:r•ations of the group . 

I ant incb.nud to believe that it 1rould be possible to secure distinguished 

and knowledgeable persons as members of the group and to arrange for the 

appearance of distinguished individuals from ldthin the Administration 

before the group, provided this r:ude sense to the President, and provided 

tlk.,_t the President made it clear that he would want to receive a copy of the 

prepared papers that are presented together with the 11observations·1 and 

"answers" . 

It would seem advisable, hm.rever, to contact the .lhite House only after 

a few sessions bave been held. Only after a few sessions h~ve been held is 

it possible to show shat kind of material the sessions are going to produce . 

Also, only after a fm;r sessions IJ..'lve boen held uill it be possible to 

say that members o the administration -.;ffio appear as 11 guests'' before the 

group need not be apprehensive of l"'aks to the press that might embarrass them. 

It J"llight prove possible to secure the co -operation of the five or six people 

uho uould be likBly channels for such leaks and to obtain an assurance from 

them that they >-vould not ace 'Pt. sue h '1leaks 11 • . 



Senator George s. McGovern 
United Stat.ee Seztate 
Washington 2S, D.C. 

Dear Senator McGovern: 

June 4, 1963 

This is a final ~tmeographed vere1on of the memo 

which poses the problemo lt should be ~Md in conjunction 

with the typed text, "A Propoeal" dated May 27th, which is 

tn your files. 

With very best wishes, 

Stncerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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October 196 )l. 
l _:__;__ __ ,!__....:.....:. _ _ - ---

--------\ 

Thi s mP-morandum reflects my current thinking regarding the i mplementation 

of my memorandum of 28 May . 

It would seem adviseable, however, t o contact the White House only after 

a few sessions have been held. Only after a few sessions h~ve .been peld is it 
.'1 ti..,LV... _. .,.,.._,.....<' l,.._.._;_:::f: ---

possible t o ~what kind of material the sessions ~- proffil~. ~Also only 
=- }d _.cj_ 

after a few sessions have been held will i t be possible t o ~~~ 

'"88S~nc-eos~~ ha- ald}e t@':~€ tha T, members of the admin istration who appear 

as "guests" before the group need not be apprehens i ve of leaks t o the press 

of the five or six people who would be likely channels for such leaks and to 

obtain an assura nce from t hem t ha t they would not se:.l'.;~l~2 ~ such 

J/ /( II leaks. 

f 
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