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Book collections on the Celts, Laura Ingalls Wilder and sporting automobiles have been awarded prizes in the
1981 University of California, San Diego undergraduate book collection contest.

Revelle College junior John Stuart Houston received the top prize for his collection titled "The Search for
the Warrior Celtic." Della Johanson, a Muir College sophomore, won second prize for her collection on author
Laura Ingalls Wilder and Warren College senior Steven Brentano was awarded third prize for his collection on the
sporting automobile.

Each of the winners received a check and two books from Kenneth Hill, president of the UCSD Friends of the
Library, in a ceremony on the campus. The Friends have sponsored the undergraduate book collection contest
since 1975. Students from each of UC San Diego's four undergraduate colleges entered the contest.

According to the judges, Houston's collection and bibliographic essay displayed the "passion of the true
bibliophile. His limitless energy and optimism have led to the acquisition of a number of really fine old books," they
said. The judges found that his collection "contained a most interesting mix of materials" and that Houston "made
his witty and well-written essay into a work of art itself."

Johanson was cited for the broad range of primary and secondary works comprising her collection. "The
scarce pamphlets and other association items she uncovered could have serious scholarly significance," the
judges said, calling her "a true collector with the energy and intelligence to get what she needs."

Brentano's collection, titled "The Philosophy, Design and Maintenance of the Sporting Automobile," evoked
enthusiasm for his books and his cars, the judges said. "Although his is a utilitarian collection - obviously well
consulted - he effectively conveys his love for his books in his essay and demonstrates his knowledge about cars
and the related books in his well-written paper," the judges said.

Judges for the 1981 book collection contest were Del Mar book dealer James W. Meadows, Dr. Jonathan
Saville, associate professor of comparative literature at UC San Diego, and Marilyn J. Wilson, head of the
acquisitions department in the UC San Diego library.

The winning collections and other collections entered in the contest are currently on display in the Cluster
Undergraduate Library in the Humanities-Library Building on the Revelle College campus.

For more information contact: Paul W. West, 452-3120
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