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MILNE BAy DISTRICT
‘M

PATROL REPORTS
\

LOSUIA
1921 - 1972

Officer ¢ t

- -~

Area patrelled

v -

J.C.Daras~Wells Harshall Bennets & Weedlark 3.D.

GUASOPA

G.W.Tayler Woodlark Island
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PATROL REPOR1
Report Number... L LA 1 71772,
Subdistrict i,J(-/_H Lice
e [LNE BAY
Type of Patrol.. b e s ,
Patrol Conducted by... . ¢« A L3
Area Patrolled VA, COUNCTIL. AREA
(Council and/or « iSHAL BEN] IVIS..ON
Census Division/s.) | 4 +OOL LARK LVISIOI)
Personnel Accompanying Patrol
104-.05'04--\.1"- l‘l
1- L)JL;:,LCI) I,: .',;J WL IUG LIS .
Duration of Patrol—from< . 11 To < . 11 ( oken)
No. of Days e, SOY B o
Last D.D.A. Patrol to Area : s oo 1.70/71 .
A . €1 1 077
Daf&.....‘.hl:;w.‘.’)},‘.‘..? ..... L2440 ’\llr””“n + ) ;:‘,.J .2
" . e | tice a1 ior
Objects of Patrol (Bricfly)... ensus e vy FOLLLL L Lducation,
woumaeil Amalsamation, Routine Admin tion,
Total Population of Area Patrolled
Director of District Administration,
KONEDOBU. 5
Forwarded, please
//' /19
District Jommissioner
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the sgetiwn on elitical _duestion does not contain
the irioru i sted in ay clroular . jmses of 3/6,"7N.
dhile your § le~\ Ldaucation talis fAay have boesa a fullure
throush 1 @l aias, | stild Pogdre the lafirustien
PSyv <teu in the above cireul.r,

ihe provlem of the closure o Guasnng has pay
P PREPI ST p e s 10 By RS e ey LOtaaga and My, ~Jgar

when he  eturps ferow leave,

s O Lhe tmncence 2 T Ccomiunications Lin
viids widely scatiere Féa, 1 ¢ 1 . see little uevelopuent
trking L .r7ce 1a the fucure, I & .- % ¢ that these people must
be left beaind ia the overull devesopmeat of Papua Jdew Guinsa.
Lhudr eavironment i against them, 1haip geographicul isolation
alone is snouzh to impede development,
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Distroff
Twbm1, JDW/ig.
I «ras=Wells

Sub=-Distriet Ofeine

LOSUIA,

t she October, 1971,

The Distrint Coumiesione:,
Milne Bay Disvrict,

ALOTAU.

PATROL REPORT LOSUIA 1 of71/72

Herewith please find attached Patrol Report Losuia

No. 1 of 71/72 conducted by Hr. Daras-Wells with map amd Camping
and Travelling Allowance Claims,

For your information,

Véluyog¢./7élc’-
(J. Daras-Wells)

Aosistant District Commissioner.
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‘0 pems Gear on te N T o oy e
3a.a. per Aku to Iws Srriving zf it s .
1000, i L

™0 Ima village talks with peepie 1B
ete,

Might ¢ Iwa, ; i
:
WEDNESD.Y 20 ooootr-xuul-u-.su B .
arriviag 1215, Malaria teas 1
42‘"’““““&. 1400
Clear up uu..vm....m
811 haalets talks te peeple ' ,
Jounsiller ete. Night at Gawa, !

T ——

;
THURSDAY 29 0600 Prom Gawa te Kaur.4 arriving ?
b 1130, ishere at Kaurat, salk to }

Couneiilor ama Ceme people. Returm
t¢ boat,

T I B

PLIDAY 30th, 067% Kaurui to Dikeias arziving
1033, .iskore to Dikeias, Talks 2
t0 peaple but Commeiller at .
; Xulumadau. Digoussiens re : 1
various matters. Day at Diketas B
‘ [ Night at Dikeias, .

} SATUIDAY 31et. 0730. Prom Dikeizs to dunuveoe §
and dropped Malaris teas themoe g g
iadau village, Talks with Madau 3
3
{

K DA e

pPeopie. 1400 Nadau to Bougis,
Talks with Coumeoillor and people
aight Beagis.

SUADAY 1st, August 0700 Prom Boagis te Kulumadua, %
Talks with Dikeias Councillor and
¥re D, Neat at Kulwmadau. Nighs %
Kulz.adaz, Y

$
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HONDAY 2nd sallgust

L3 Y h!-un-t

WELBESDAY 4th

THURSD.LY Sth,

FRIDAY 6th,

SATURDLY Teh,

SUND.Y 8th,

NONDAY 9th,

TUBSLAY 10t 170
YOHDAY 163%m

TUESL.Y t1T7ta

0600 XULUNADAY se - OLOu. Haalat
for spraying, thence te Unuma tana
thenov to Gumespa arriviag 1500
Ni ht Guasc

VN0 smanay Ouasopa to Jawsb) -
‘slands erriving 1530, ashore

monmmuu-
aryiving t“’.ho.luu!
tnnuu-m. V.C.
tlh.i&al‘ tﬁ-"m.

omum-mmm.

ouocmuaum.nxm.
People thenee .ssuia,

AT LOS JIA o

1130 Per Macair to Juasopa
arsiving 12,30. Cbecked mail etso
an) Office Correspond._ ge. Bight
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WEDNESDAY 18th,

THURSDAY 19th,

FRIDAY 20th,

SATURDAY 21st,

SUNDAY 22n4,

MONDAY 23%a,

TUESDAY 24th.,

WEDNESDAY 25th

THURSDAY 26th.

FRIDAY 27

SATURDAY 28th

All day Gussopa, Taiks with
Oounonlom, President, Farenis
and Citigens Agsociation etec.
Night Guasopa,

Proay g

“ -7 <aly vo Kavatan arriving ¥
1530 due bad weather and rain,
1630 Oensus «né Talks Kavaten, p]
One court, Night Kavatan,

"'sht m‘.p& .

Iwo Courts heard and correspondenc ’
Night MO”. '

Obrezved Guasopa,

M. Kotauga dispatched Census
Sinamata etoc., Self 2 court
cases and Preparing handover to
M. Kotauga,

Irspecticn housing, stove eto ]
with M. Kotauga. Through books |4
4nd correspondence. Afternoon )
writing reports.
Night Guasopa.

i g YR e 4

Wrling Patrol Report. Court
Cases, Correspondence. Night
Guasopa. 5

11,0 Per Plane to Losuia,

1030 Per Ako to Kitava -

Politica) Education tulks at

Kitava and films shown. Night f
Kitava, !

0630 Walk to Kumwegeira and 5
Political Education talks

Kumwageia

sassssosbe
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SATURDAY 28th,

SUNDAY 29th,

MCNDAY 30th,

TUESL .Y 21 !t.SOpt.

WEDNESDAY 22nd, S.IJto

THURSDAY 23rd, Sept.

1130 to Iwa,
Education talks.

Te opening store at Iwa. WNight
I'ao

PXlms and Political
Talks with Iwa

0830 to Gawa arriving 12,00,

Talks with Councilloy and v n

PMlms apa Political Bducation,

Talks a¢ night., Night Gawa,
0830 Return Losuia,

To Iwa par M.V. Possum to arrange
store Opening at Iwa. 9800 Night Iwa,

1RO xwt xEwnx Talks with people

re siore, training of storeman
and priocing of g80vdr., To Kitave
Night Kisava,

0800 Retum Losuia
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BATRCL NUMBER 1_71/72

§LTUA| ION REPORT
INTRODUSTION

The objects of this patrol were.

a) Conduct o Census Area Stady of Woodlarts Ares,
PN IX Il .4 waé peoples attitude towarde amalgamstion
of Kiriwina and kurua Counclls.

¢) asses the impact of the clcsare of Guasopa Patrol Post.
d) Conduct ’cliticei Education disoussions.

e) Hold various vourt herrings.

f) Routine Administration.

The patrocl got much co-operation from the people. Thke
Wocdlarks are unsophisticated and very much out of the way but they
are helpful and friendly. Considering their small population they
have achleved quite a reasonalle economy through ex® carvings, copra
and sale of ebony. The mgensy ga.ued is only vsed to buy avticles

from the two stores on the island and pay council tax as the pedple
still rely completelv on subsistance agriculture.

Although the people of woodlarsk island had much contact
with Buropeans in the sarly part of the century when the gold rush
period was on, they have beea almost completely neglected sinc~
contact being iimited to & once or twice a year patrol by D.D.A.
Officers. Since the patrol post .a= opened up the main island

p40pl: have had more cuntact but the outer islands have not due to
lack of boate,

BOLITICAL

‘a) The people in the area have little political awarenens.
Political Bducation discussions were held in all places and the
overall ignorances was almost complete. The general understanding
19 that the House of Assembly is virtually a councerbalance to the
government. Attempts were made to explaink the real functicns of
the House and clso the Local Government Council but I do not think
that it was very successful.

b) Attitude to Loczl Government
This is covered in Area Study.
¢) COUNCILLORS

Moet Councillsze rnre illiterate, but the majority
of them were el@eted bscause they were natural leaders in the

senssslfe
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group. They are g CO=0perative group bat are frusirated pecause
E ¢f the council's recent unrunctioning status,

? d) HOUSLE or A.JS@L!

| Little 14 known of the House. The member visite the ‘
; area appreximately once

in two years ang 5 large number of veonla "
‘ have litvle idea of the frwmntq- 5 - wid Lousy, e .

€ i MEMBER OF QUSE OF AS3i

The member, Mr, Watson h. g only visited the Woodlarks
three times in four yeurs, He has got been ioand a1l villages and

most people have not 8%en hir at all, gy, Popularity is waining g .
and there was some talk of g Woodlark candidate standing, = }

o ¥ £ i
\ f)  POLITIC.I ELUC.TI0N | !
Talks were given on this but were recieved usually with

1ittle nndorltanding. Being no isoleted and unable to pick up
; elearly Rudio Milne Bay en radios, local poliiics alse is not
|

e A S

wnderstood. The main cbjeet of Political Education on thig patrol
wa8 t0 show that the government and the Houge of Assembly were ;
ane entity and work together. This concept was not really |
acoepted and will not e I feel until meiibers stop acting as :

emdud sman for theixr areas ana interferring in porochial
Public-Service Matters. ™nis goes not effect Wocdlarxs to any
sxtent but worg from other areas filters through. Generally
it may be stated that politice: Bducation talks were a failure, 7
think the noxt patrel shownld use some vieual guildes as well as
verbal to holi the peoples inverest. 4 lecture on some aspect of
pelitics almost invariably secnds People into a dogze or a daze.

2. ONOMIC. '

: Thie was coverdd in the Are. Study and in D.A.5.5, report
. Fo. 1 of 70/71 of this area. No fu ther comments are needed,

Al

AN L.

ES OF DEVELOPI

L DEVARTMERTS
&) Co-operatives - Nil

a(1) The people of Iwa requestes the ratrol V0 help them stort
& trade store on a buyers' club basis. This was dene anc with (ne
money collected a store has been set up in the latter stages of
the patrol. Whether it works or goes broke only time will tell.

b) culture

DedeSeF. have two Field #selstants at Guasopa.
s this o 81X

A8 well

e

L .’/30
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monthly patrol is done gy g Rural Developemen Officer who buys copra
and advises on pPlunt-.tiong, This 1s a much needed service as no
other trade vessel P-ie8  thig area. If gore frequent ealle were
made the copra ou‘vat would be doubled Oor trebled,

N8N LNDEGINEQUS DvLomiyy

fheey f= ~—- R A wi weodlarkx (gland owned by
Mr., D. Neate, His Copra activities are tied in with o sawmill,
ehony merketins and buyin of carvings. He provides a good service
t0 the area in this Tedpect but being the only one in the area has

a monopoly. He glves fair prices for carvings ang ebony however
and is well liked 5Y nhe people,

3. SOCIAL
a) WLIH
Add poste are located at Guasopa, Wabununa apd Madau,

Miror aid posts with half trained orderlies paid by vhe Council
service - Iwa, Gawa, Kaural, ang Budibudi,

®)  EDUCATION

Sehools are locutea av Guasope - Frimary '1' $50hool =
150 pupils up to 8tandard 6 agng Kulunadey - Catholic Mission School
79 pupils up to standard 3, Caly ebout 304 of 8chool age children
attend,

e) LAW AND ORDER
-“*
People are generally law abiding and majority of cases
Are civil action. B8 courts Wwere heard on the patrol copriing of
1 stealing, 2 adultery and 5 civil actions,

d) SERVICES

A fortnight;y Governmert charter services Guasopa., A
boat goes to Kulumadau every month and @ governmeant trawler when
available joes completely round the area every three monthes,

Ch LOUS
a) Atsitude towards amalgamatiun with Kiriwins Couwncdl

The Murua Local Government Council at a geuera” meeting
on July 3ri. voted 9.2 agailnst amalgamatior with Kiriwina., The
dissenters were Iwa snd Gaws énd the Ianaba Councillor - not present -
also wishes te Join Kiriwina. Their reasons areie

1) If they join with Kiriwina they will he outvoted at

meetings and goin nothing.

o aeso sl

e e ——
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Services will not improve if they join with Kiriwina
as they have no boat and it will be

: harder for
Councillors to attend meetings,

3) They are different people with a different language
and do not wish to Joir with Kiriwina,

The people from Iwa, 3awa and Iazabo on the Patrol told
ks w360 Al (Ll relld Jaexdr w0 joan Kiriwina Council and ;

break away frum the Murua Council. As Iwa, Gawa and Ianabo have
half of the council's population, this would leave Murue Council
almoet non-viable as a body, There is strong feeling with Vvoodlark
island people against joining Kiriwina. They realize tne difficulties
they face as an entity but feel it is the govermment's
responsibility to make their council function properly as the
government started their counmcil. Tais attitude is form amd I Ao
not think easily changed. The Council hes reached an imp osse
it does not earn encugh money; to employ a clerk and the Admiaist-ation
has not enough Officers to pluce one at Guasopa to act as a clerk,
As well as insufficient boats to provide regular services at present.

ADTITUDE TOWARDS CLOSURE OF PATOL POSI

The people were all very concerned about the closure of
Guasopa Patrol Post. They mequire it npened again so that an
s officer will be available for maintenancec of '@W gnd order and
also for advisery functione. This patrol however noticed no great
impact on the pecple by the closure. VWhen previously the post was
mapned, the main function of the Officer~in-Charge wac Council
Clerk/Adviser. The council is the only thirng that seems to have
been effected by vhe closure. .3 the 0fficer-in-Chorge had no
transport at CGuasopa anyway it is only the day to 42y bookwork of
the council which nas fallen behind. Various projects such as the
wharf and the school uave taken mmch longer to compaete than they
should, but this wue to be expected ond the erection of these siuculd
8 council responsibility in any case. I do not feel that inc
- olonure of Guasopa ratrol Post hew had aay significant impact on

the people of the area.

CONCLUSION

The objects of the patrol were achieved satisfactorily.
The problems in thie arca are extreme and at present insurmountable

Tronsport and communication in the Woodls .8 are

almost negiig. '°. The scattered noture ol the ponulation and the
meny islands meke economic nnd sociul progress very hard to obtain
and with the present ;overnment resources it scems this situation
will coatinue for some time.




