
Early FBI File References to the 1970 LA Moratorium 
(Ernesto Vigil FOIA FBI Documents Collection) 

The FBI documents in my possession show that the FBI field offices and 
headquarters made many early references to the August 29, 1970, LA Moratorium. The 

• 
documents show such references in documents on the Second National Chicano Youth 
Liberation Conference that endorsed the moratorium event in the spring of 1970. The file 
references, moreover, show that the FBI was monitoring the antiwar activism in our 
communities and these references also touch on the events, organizations, and leadership 
in antiwar events that preceded the Moratorium. 

This note will be brief, but I do want to mention that there have to be complete 
FBI files dedicated to the Moratorium, the Moratorium Committee, and the key 
individuals on the Committee if anyone wants to take the time to request them. I believe I 
have seen the references and numbers to these files, but do not now have time to re-read 
about 6,000 pages to locate the file numbers. 

You will find herein Y"ge attached to the cover sheet for the Denver FBI field 
office on the Crusade for Justice, its fifth volume, and will see that the FBI subscribed to 
New Mexico's El Grito del Norte newspaper and clipped the article for its files. The FBI 
uniformly subscribed to all movement publications of any significance and used their 
contents to glean "intelligence." Note the reference in the article to Rosalie Munoz in 
California. " 

I have included 5 similar references found in the FBI's sixth volume of the same 
field office file. Similar references are undoubtedly found in numerous files on 
organizations and individuals who were involved in antiwar activism in the barrios in that 
era. These are forwarded to you in view of your interest in the Moratorium and its 
history. I will send additional copies as I continue to go through my FOIA collection. I 
hope they are useful to yourself and others who are involved in political event this year 
that coincides with date ofthe Moratorium of 1970. 

Emesto B. Vigil 
4 7 64 Baldwin Court 
Denver, CO 80211 

- (720) 855-8073 
Emestovigil@aol.com 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Balow) 

Sept. 16 - liJ"J!aza· UliidiJ! 
••Jt w<~s tlu~ hi~t~l demonstration in the history of Denver," said Crusade! 

·:;or justice lcadc.•r Corky Gouzalcs. He was speaking of the Sept. 16 student 
btrikc.~ to mark Mexico's Independence Day, .in which thousands of students: 
.and c.~vc.~n tcadac.~n; walked out of school to marches, rallies, and a picket line 
.at the Safcway stow (whie!t sells grapes). " 

The Denver cclebr.ation was only one of many acroS$ the Southwest. In 
Alamosa, a small town 250 miles south of. Denver, about 500 students 
walked out of the high school. In San Jose, Calif., the day had been made an 

official school holiday and there, too, thousands of students expressed their 
pride, determination, and demands for change in the school system. · 

Even in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, over 200 high school students, parents and 
community residents marked Lhe date. Students walked out of school, went . 
tp a "teach-in" on the history of Sept. 16 and then attmtded a rally. (La . 
Cuardin, CPA) · · 

j Activity was limited in Los Angdes for several reasons. But a forme~ 
Oniv. of Calif. at Los Angdcs student leader named Rosalio Munoz, now a 
admissions director at Claremont College, did announce his refusal to b ·. 
drafted in front of an induction center while some 100 pickets 11tood by to ' 
show support. 

In Denver, the marchers went to the c~pitol and posted the Plan of 
Aztlan (see column by Enriqueta Vasquez in this issue) on the locked doors. · 
A student from the Univ. of Mexi<:o read the original "grito" of Father. 
Miguel Hidalgo on Sept. 16, 1810. As Corky .Gonzales said, "Sept. 16 is a; 
day of unity of all Chicanos. For us it is Chicano liberation day." · 

And right here in New Mexico, on the UniversitY. campus is Albuquerque~ 
r.everal hundred students gathered in a similar spirit. 

A teacher at San jose State College spoke for iill chicano students who do . 
not seek to become Anglo but take pride in their own culture and people : 

· when he said: .. They tell us to go back where we came from. Well, we don't . • 
have to go back ..• we arc: back where we came from!'' VIVA LA RAZA · 

. UNIIfA! . . ---~-- . . . ~-· ·-.. --

x~~~r--
3- o~~ c..R 

( 1- /OO- 9.2901 
(j-110- 9.3~ 

(!-toO ... /tvR~) _, 

3- ft(f 
{ J-Joo-3JS~.J Cru-........cil.. F j~) 
{ t-/6S- )6/f/J ~ ~~1 

I J-~ o~--/,;)2-.J ;cQ~ PJe.P~) 
,,_~9-6YI/ 

(Indicate paqe, name of 
newapapar, city and •tate.) 

EL GRI TO DEL NOR'l 
ESPANOlA, N.M. -~; 

Date: Undated 
£cUUODI Vol. II, No. lL 
Aatbon 

£cUton 

Title: "CORKY" GONZALE .. .. ... 

IS - SA . .• ,;·. 

ClaaaUlcaUon: 100-3153 
SablllttUnq Offlcei AQ · .. 
0 Belncrln!~l!~•a~•~ ·- . ~ 

----------·---.J·-~--..---.;...·-----·.,.-.~ 



. , . . . 
. - • , c· 

Freedom of Information 
and 

Privacy Acts 
Subject: CRUSADE FOR JUSTICE 

File Number: (DENVER) 100-9365 VOL 6 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



~ 
- -· 

--, 

r..d:c~·~, /, ~! iJ 
L. \· .: t<·(. •. :· ~· w 

(' 
j } , , .-... f"'.!l 

ii '-.:..:. : ~ 

By ORRIN BROWN 

DENVER- flodolfo "Corky" Gonza­

lez, head of the Denver Crusade for 

Justice, announced plans this week for 

a Chicano gathering in Denver to begin 

the last week in March. According to 

Gonzalez, the gathering will be a "Chi­

cano Congre!:'s'' which will take up plans 

"to form our own political party and 

mak.: planl> for cunvening our own na­

tion of Aztlan." 
Gonzalez says he expects delegates 

representing Chicano organizations 

throughout the country to attend the 

gathering. lnvitation3 will ::.Is•;) be sent 

to Puerto Rican organizations in the 

East. 
The gathering is the outcome of ac­

tivities which began at the first Chicano 

youth conference held here last M<!rch 

when the Plan Espiritual De Aztlan, 

a program for liberation of the Chi­

cano people, was drawn up. The plan 

outlines basic principles underlying the 

Chicano movement including Chicano 

control of the Chicano community, com­

munity self-defense and independent po­

litical action, 

The planned Congress will work to­

ward implementing thtse principles. A 

Chicano Congress is necessary, Gon­

zalez said, because "we are not repre­

sented in the one in Washington. The 

two parties are the same animal with 

two heads that feeds from the same 

trough." 
Gonzalez described the Congress ns a 

gathering where decisions could be 

made which affect the Chicano people. 

'..::--

One of the issues lo be taken up by 

the Congress will be to decide whether 

Chicano youth should fight in the cur­

rent war being waged by the govern­

ment in Washington. 
At a talk to Ci1icano students at Colo­

rado College wr.ere plans were first 

announced, Gonzalez projected the per­

spective of retaking a large area of the 

Southwest and renaming it Aztlan, "the 

name originally given to this land by 

the Indians." 
Gonzalez says that the Chicano move­

ment today is the beginnings of the 

fourth revolution. The first three have 

already taken place in Mexico. 

Representatives from more than 20 

Chicano organizations attended a Chi­

cano conferenre in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico, Nov. 29-30. 
According to an article in the Dec. 6 

issue of El Grito Del Norte, the pur-

pose of the conference was to improv~r.,t..-..--- --. - .-:--::- ·.:::.·-.• -_.;. • ..,..,~~"":i1!) 

communications between Haza group~: - H. -~ r/ . rm._ _ BJ_'1"f'~•J 
The final speaker at the conference 7 ! ~ LV ... f 

was flodolfo "Corky" Gonzalez of the 

Crusade for Justice in Denver. He told 

the gathering, "We have to start think-

ing of ourselves as a nation." Em-

ph asizing the need for community con-

trol, he s<dd, "This is a colonized state. 

Texans come here and take out the tim-

ber. Our sweat is paying for all these 

businesses- we must take our share. 

And if we are not allowed to take our 

share, then we must become a nation 

within a nation. We need to take over 

our communities, de-annexate tlu~IU .. " ~/ . 7 .... 

"; 
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UNITED STATESc~~ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (100-9975) (c) 

t$l . 
~ A 
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DATE: 1/21/70 

FR. OM SA 

SUBJECT: LmLPL:N:J~ :lT CHICANO POLITICAL PArett··--~·- · - ·· ~ . .. ,. - ~.,. , ... ~~" ' .,._-::D 

rs - ~rr:: ;GCAN At::;;ucAN 'i;L'Id!IY ' ~Xif£8uj/ 
It is noted the n~lr, ;c in caption was derived from a "Ch1cano 

Symposium" held at Hayward State College, Hayward, California, on 
~ovember 13 and 14, 1969. Listed among the speakers at the symposium 
for the "Formation of an Independent Chicano 'Political Party" was Corky 
Gonzales. 

GONZALES was in fact in the San Francisco area as of 11/14/69 
inasr.:mch as he was a · speaker at the Anti Vietnaam War Moratorium 
atvities there on 11/14/69. · · 

GOiJZAlliS has voiced the ide.q.aof forming a Chicano political 
party and make plans for "our own nation of Aztlan"; he did so in !a 
speech at Colorado 9ollege, Colorado Springs, on 12/11/69 

The 12/26/69 issue of 'fhe Militant, ·a ·weekly paper of the . -r 
Social:l .. st 'ilorkers Barty, carried an article datelingd Denver, in ! '~ 
which Corky Gonzalesannounced the convening of a "Chicano Congressf' :· 
in Denver the last week of Narch, 1970, which would take up plins Ito · 
"f.Jrm our own political party and make· plans for convening our own: 

nation of Aztlan". ~ 

The forrnation of a Chicano polictical party at the confer1nce 
in Denver in Narch, ~970, will be ccvered under the "eruscide for~ · 

Justice" file (100-9365) and accordingly it is recommneded that 

instant case be closed. _c: _,.,. ._h V ~ 
/0 CJ ?'-..?t::>-S / 

I. SEARCHED 1 . ' • .... ,. . 

), _.:J..Q.Q.:-~~290 ~ P7c_ SERIALIZEo-_...,· · "!'C"'~---
~ 1 CID..S:£65") ( C ;:-J) 
1 100-9975) 
JJO:jjo 
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A CP.-1 Sp~·•ial frvm /;'/ Grito and El Pnp_cl 
(.\<I "r~g:ilar" press 11we im•ited tu tile meeting) 

Repr.:sent::tiv.:s of m'ore · than 20 Raza organizations 

. ir0m ~cw ~:exico and across the Southwest came 

tog.::her in Albuquerque on Nov. 29-30 at a historic 

ConicrcnciJ de l:l Raza 
Tl1c cor.fcrcnce did not aim to draw up any big 

pro;r:llns or ti.J\:e any great decisions. Its purpose was 

sim?lY to improve communication between Raza 
groups worki:1g foi social change within the state, and . 
:!ls.o wit~ groups outside the state . But when we think 
of how isobt.:d people have been in New Mexico, that 

is a grc:lt accomplisl:m.::nt. 
The weekend get-together grew out of several 

previous meetings oi d1if.:rent groups around the state 

who felt t~e need to establish closer contact. 
0::: Sat1.:rday, Nov. 29 at the University of New 

~.:cxi.:o's :-o:cwr:1an Center, a representative of each 

frvu? present tuld wi:at it had been doing-its goals, 

pruf_r:i7.s. j)rob:.::ms. Ramon Tijerina, President of the 
A: i:::1u, ;;.;-:d otl~;~ gave formal speeches. There were 

wa:;.;s::o?S on ?•oblcms related to the land, welfare, 

ecu:.!lion, po:i:ical representation. • 

___ Tr.c r.~x: dJy's events took place at the Alianza 

o::,.::e, wr.ere a number of people sp6kc before the 

.:rowded hall. Spe;;kers were introduced by Felix. 
C:m:;;~., oi Q;.;ebrar and Fidel Lovato, a MAPA . 

representative ir. :--lew ~1exico . 

Rosalia ~1ur.oz oi Los Angeles, former student body 

presicer.t at U.C.L.A. and one of the first chicano draft 
resis:ers, showed a film about the draft and talked 

about it. ~~unoz was in the 19th day of a fast -to protest 

the drafting of chicanos, the fact that they are being 

drafted and dying in Vietnam all out of proportion to 
their popuiation percentage, that they are being used to 

kili innocent ?eoplc. He urged people to attend a 
confcrer.cc on the draft in Denver Dec . 6. 

. ' . ~... . 

Tl1e white. man's treaties with L1t'.-.-American countries 

arc for him to ~xploit. We can't depend on that mi.n's 
word." •• . .... 

. ~orky we_nt o_n to explain how som'c people arc 
afra1d o~ nat1onahsm--think it is "racist"--yct the Irish 

were bcmg natio~alist when they supported Kennedy, 
the black_s arc bcmg nationalist when they root for a 

black pnzefighter, the Italians are being nationalist 

w~en they protect a person of Italian background he 
satd. 'lt's nothing unusual. ' 

''The women understand the need for nationalisr.: 
bet~er _t~an the men," Corky said. "They art.} 

na_honaltztng the chicano students in college. Before, a 

young <:hicano who went to college wou:d become J:k.:: 

: a gring1; th;re and end up marrying a gringa--becausc­
. that's J 11 there was around them." Now the chicanas 

- were rnaking the Raza boys aware and proud of their 

'people, and anxious to struggle for them. "Women ;are· 

the muscle of an or~anization," he added. 
Corky made it clear that nationalism did not simply 

mean putting a chicano into office. "Has having clucano 

politicians changed anjhhing?" he asked. "No!" the , 

·audier.ce shouted back. "Has it fed the babies of Rio 
Arriba County?" he went on. "No!" the people shouted · 

again.' "Has it given us our ~n~ ~~?~' _And again~~· 

Wilfreda Sedillo, Vice President of the Alianza, had 
some sharp things to say about the politicos. "The 
Republicans and the Democrats arc a family," he told. 
the crowd. '"And the two parties are scared. They are 
ricos, t:1ey are scared of the poor peo?le." 

Cor~y Gonzales from the Crusade for Justice in? 
Denver w<ss the tinal speaker. 

"We have to start thinking of ourselves as ·a nation,'' 
Corky said . "The white man has broken every treaty 
with :he Indians-the Indians have never brok~n treaties. 

co 

The wl..;te rr.an broke the Treaty of Guadalupe H;dalgo.' -10-
• •• • 11 ~... ,.., 

-·- ---. ---------
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A Hispano anti-war march in 1 imately-3,000 youths attending I The youths also heard reports 

Los Angeles, Calif., Aug. 29 was I the conference~ I from confe~enc~ wo~ksho~s · on ! 

proposed Fridav in a report to I The report asked a hard lo.>~ art, women s . hb~rahon, htera· 

. • . _ at college draft deferments. E1- lure, commumcat10ns and grape 

a plenary session of the ~atlOnall ther the requirements for the j boycott . 

Chicano Youth .Liberation Con- ! deferment should be as strict I The communications group ad- . 

ference of Aztlan in the Crusade! as tpose for receiving a hard- vacated the estalishment of a 1 

~or Justice Building, 1567 Down- !ship deferment, or hardship de-jnational Hispano nev.;spaper aitd 'l 

bg St. i ferments should be made as demands for time on radio a{td 

~ The report, presented by a I easy to get as those for col:e;ieJtelevision. . \ , 

spokesman fer the conference's : the report said. · Representatives of three Hi:S- ; 

drajJ._r_c.illiance and __ Chjcano I The spokesman co n t c n d e 
11 

no street gangs in Chicago, 

moratorium workShop, a l S 0 1 other anti-war activities haven't Ill , agreed publicly at the ;neet­

calle'lt'tora'li~tit!On urging im- ~ helped Hispanos. Anglo draft re- in to stop fighting among them­

meatate--timerican - wi thdrawal sisters, he said, simply create Is ves and to work for the city's 

froiilvimi!mnob(_s;.it_culated ·"spaces in the Army for C"ni- ispano people. · · 

among lliSPanos. canes to filL" Rodolfo (Corky) Gonzales, 

The report and others on such . The report opposed the crca- Crusade leader, said the agree­

topics as political action, com- tion of a volunteer Army be- ent was "beautiful." 

munity security and economic cause "it would be Nixon's I The conferenc~ began here 

a~t~!%_ .~ill be considered for place for unemployed . Chi- I ednesday and will run through 

1

. 

aaopuorn:iunday by the approx- ca1,1os." =~-'=.. Sunday. · .----:-..== · 
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· ·thfite orperish, 
declares Gonzales 

. Crusade for Justice leader Rodolfo "Corky;' Gon-

\

zales Tuesday night told about 400 cheering Chicano 

l
nowers at Colorado State University that "we free 

. rselves together, or we don't free ourselves at all." I 
Gonzales spoke under the\ "Black people are getting\ 

s onsorship of the United what they want," he said. ··Now t 

:MexiQan- American Students we will get what we '"ant." 
(U~S). His ca~ to Me~ica~- He said his people would do it 
Amencans to _umte or pensh 1~ on their own, and not with sod­
what he des_cn~d as an Amer~- olpgists with master 's and doc-

can econom1c JUngle was a k~l ;-· s egrees ......----............ 
note to the four-day Mexican , 

0 

Awareness Week Crusade on the ' 
CSU campus in Fort Collins. 

•·we must become one peo­
,ple," Gonzales said. "If one of 
; us is in jail, we're all in jail. If 
:one of us is out on bond, we're 

0 

all out on bond. If one of us is : 
·hungry, we're all hungry. I 

"You have to have a collective 
mo\'ement. And, eventually to , 

~
otect it, you will have to se~' 

your own security. Until w 
come strong, we'll never b 
spected politically, socially or 
onomically," he said. . 
Young Chicanos, he said, 

are starting their own peace 
'IJIOratorium because they are 

now relating the claim that tor 
every Anglo that doesn't go to 
war, one more Chicano does 
go. He said the movement 
would stage its own peace 
ntora.torium Aug. 29. 

Gonzales called for an "eco- 1 

nomic revoultion" \\'ith educa- 1· 
tio~iM by Chicano teach­
ers 'a'St'hefust step. -:= --· - --- ' 

p-.. ~ 
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1'h,· {ulluteing is an ahridged 
1 ·er~ ion ol a pre~en tat ion 
J.fl l '<'ll hy Rodulfo "C'orl.·y " 
Gun.wlcs rFuundcrand JJireN ­
ur u/ The CruHude fur JuH­
tice in IJenuer, Cutoradu) at 
the Uniuer.;ity of Calif. at 
Santa Barbara, un June 1, 
1978. 

The one thing we see across 
the nation, not particularly in 
the chicano communities or 
college organizations or 
community organizations, is a 
lot of apathy. We see a lot of 
the_ p.re-war apathy coming 
back, the right wing attitudes 
and approaches to society. We 
see the emergence of n Ku klux 
klun not ju!lt as a Southern 
organization but as a national 
organization. We know what it 
is to have the John Birch 
Society as part of our 
neighborhood, living in the 
state of Colorado. In fact the 
Ku Klux Klan at one time ran 
everything politically in 
Denver and in the state of 
Colorado. So we are familiar 
with the right wing elements. 
We see that emergence coming 
on. We see students at the 
University of Colorado cele­
brating an Alfred Packer Day, 
which means they are ·honor­
ing the memory of a cannibal 
who ate his friends. Maybe 
that is very exemplary of some 
of the society's advances on 
underdeveloped countries. We 
see gpldfish-eating contests 
taking place at DU; this is the 
most radical thing they can 
think of doing. But this is why 
we taik to our youth and 
specific&lly.,talk to our group. 

Some peupl!J have nam ed me 
a reverse or rl)gressive n a tion­
alist, and I think . I'd like to 
explain the word natio'nalism 
and the types of nationalism. 
The reason why I'm ~oing to 
talk :1bout this is-. \; ~cause I 

, thL111\ it s~j.~~R"'ili..a ~~r muci~ of 
- - fhe orgamz~yo9. .~ork we ve 

done anll plan 'to du and that 
we're involved i.n now. What 
the tools are to usE: to organize; 
something the ultra radical or 
right have been unable to 
analyze (figure out). about our 
particular group. The two 
elements have really never 
penetrated the masses of our 
people, so I think it is 
important to explain what I 
mean by nationalism. There 
are three types of nationalism. 
There is regre~siue national­
ism-the type of vicious 
nationalism· which produces 
the arian race, the Nazis who 
hate people of color, who 
consider themselves superior. 
There is progressive national­
ism-that nationalism that 
uses the identity, the history, 
the cultural ties as tools to 
organize a mass qf ,p_eople in 
one political directio}\, which 
has been used by great leaders 
such as Ho Chi Mingh. 
Internationalists .will say he 
was an internationalist. The 
Vietnamese will eay he was a 
nationalist. He knew who he 
was taking the money home to 
and the mater{ale ~nd 
supplies; and,l}Jl.knliw what he 
was going to lib.erate-that 

I . 
was Vietnam .. , ,\ 1 ., 

I think that is . progressive 
nationalism. There's,progress­
ive nationalisro going on in 
Africa, and ~s they. go through 
their progres!live nation alis m 
they aj~o recognize they are 
Placed . in the role and 

I' understand claHsism much 
better. We don 't deny the fa ct 
that classism exists and is the 
final level that must be 
destroyed. But again we have 
to work with the tools that we 
have. When you nationalize 
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the resources of an under­
developed country . when the 
liberators, the revolutionaries 
nationa lize that country, that 
means that they will use the 
natural resources-the 
minerals, the oil, the diam­
onds, the metals; whatever 
they have for the benefit of the 

·group, the benefit of their 
nation. That is very necesaary 
to develop the economy and 
the liberation of a country. Not 
just to drive the oppressors out 
but to control the economy­
that's very important. For us, 
for chicanos, we don't have 
money, and in this society 
where some of our people £o 
happen to turn on the big bills, 
the big bucks, they usually do 
it based on capitalism and 
individual ambition; therefore 
they are useless to their peer 
group. We have to think on 
terms of nationalizing our 
national resources. And since 
we've been driven from our 
land or obbed of it, since we 
have no natural resources of 
material value, ' we have 
natural resources of physical 
value, meaning the masses of 
our people to put those masses 
to work in the political 
direction that is necessary to 
liberate them a1r ·-rrhat is 
progressive nation<~.li&W,,. . 

Now we get to the one that 
we r un into more as chicanos 
than any other type of 
nationalism, and that · is 
naiue na.tii.malism. or stupid­

ity. To say that Por.firW, DiB.z 
wa& a. Me,_i, t.;.no ll"d therefore 
we wou1d suppor~ him'' is in 
error. We know what a deBpot 
is we know what u traitor is, 
w~ know what treachory and 
murder are, and for us to 
support a politico who votes 
for arms or war or regression 
or repression , ~_ against our 
people and other people is not 
to have the support of the 
masses of our people, and we 
have to show them the 
difference•., :We cannot allow 
for naive . 'or stupid national­
ism. 

The coyotes and the 
uendidos who sell us out, then 
turn around on election day to 
say we'rf\ . .ll ~hicanos, o>o vote 
for me because he doesn't even 
do what the other white 
politico does: to put on a serape 
and a sombrero and eat a taco 
on election day or on Cinco De 
Mayo. He just uses his name­
sometimes his color, some­
times his relatives-but you 
know an oppressor ia an 
oppressor. A 1 violator of 
principle is . a violatLr of 
principle; a hypocrite is a 
hypocrite. We, have to recog­
nize the different species of 
animal and know that that 
person is not a part of a 
progressive nationtdism and 
therefore does not deserve our 
support; that we use the 
nationalism for organization­
al tools, and we have always 
said that, while we stated th'fl.'t 
nationalism is a tool for 
organization, not a WEl!H?On for 
hatred. . . . 

I want to ask any chicano 
here, Is there an immigration 
problem? I have no problem 
with immigration. The only 
problems I have ·'is with the 
immigrant!! who have become 

' · ,. , 

y 

the fathers' of this country, the 
illegal aliens who came across 
the Atlantic Ocean-there's 
where we have our problems. I 
have had no problems with 
any Mexicano crossing, bec­
ause if I would have I probably 
wouldn't 0e here because my 
father crossed what we 
consider an imaginary border 
line. So when we talk about 
that and those are the i!lsues 
that effect us, those are the 
issues that effect us not only 
intellectually but emotionally. 
For ua to say that there is a 
problem, for some fools who go 
around saying well there is an 
im ... :.Jration problem I want 
to discuss, then he has a 
problem. He doesn't under­
stand his history. 

I don 't look L<L immigration 
from a point of economics-I 
look at it · from a point of 
hi s~ory and politics. I look at it 
from the fact that historically 
this is occupied Mexico, any 
way you want to look at it. 
Historically we were 
colonized; historically there is 
no border line. Factually and 
legally, we use something 
called the Treaty ofGuadalupe 
Hidalgo-we use that to show 
the issue of discriminatio.n;the 
robbery of the laiid ahd the 
culture. But the 'fact is, there is 
no valid, leg-trl l Treaf}i ' ' of 
Guadalupe •-·-Hidalg-o; which 
means ' tneter1·atei-; rw 'bOrders I 
because' · anyf' treat'y" ·s'igned ·' -· :,·,.. . 

must be sl.gned by those 
representativ eu of an elected 
leadership and the majority of 
the people of the nation, under 
the Constitution. And that' s 
why when any South 
American country finally 
liberates itself from the 
dictators that are supported by 
the arms and money of the 
corporations of this country 
and the politicians; when they 
liberate themselves and 
nationalize, those treaties are 
invalid-under international 
Jaw they are invalid. 

And if we ·look 
historically there are no 
border Jines and somebody 
will say 'that's fantasy. It's 
fantasywherl'we do khowchat 
there -are.J lirme'd1 giJard'S' ' and 
that· Cartet wari'tsitwo ·. 
thousand or four 'thousand 
more border pa:trols, · wl'fen 
they accept the assistance of 
the Ku Klux Klan to help them 
arrest what they call iEegal 
a liens, when tney accept the 
assi~:~tance of right wing 
organizations to support their 
stand-thon that reality is 
thO!'!l, !Jut ilul rt~n lity of 



legality is something th~t has 
never been discussed and 
something that r think we 
have to look at. People will say 
it is a fantasy because time 
will t e.. e care of everything. 

I tell you we have to think in 
terms of generations and of 
time. Cinco De Mayo just 
pu~:~~:~ed and some of the words 
of Benito Juarez were, 
Mexicarws could not stand for 
a ny foreign invader to occupy 
the land of Mexico, neither 
'from Europe or from North 
America, and the generations 
and generations !~'.. a t came 
would struggle for t.hat 
liberation. And dramatic as 
that might sound-and maybe 
as fantastic-that's the 
truth-that the generations ~fJ';J 
Mexican people and the 
chicano element, the people 
that we come !rom, that we 
think on terms of liberation. 

And if you think of the word 
liberation as some word of 
rhetoric-a word used but 
never really put into action-! 
think we have to evaluate 
what liberation really is also; 
we have to fyee ourselves fl'om 
brainwashing, from media 
and newspt.,Jer yellow jour­
nalism, we have to free 
ourselves from views that are 
narrow. We have to free 
oursel1r from pacifjcation_ 

You now some of the things 
I thought I should say today I 
was saying ten, twelve years 

ago. And to some of the 
students you know it seems it 
sounds new to them. We ta lk 
about pacification. You know 
you see a baby and you put a 
pacifier in his mouth instead 
of a bottle. He 'thinks he is 
getting something, so he shuts 
up, he sleeps. And that is the 
type of pacifi Ll tion that takes 
place when th ey want to dilute 
a mover ent, to keep a people 
thinking that everything is 
a.rig:'1 t, satisfactory, to keep 
you away from the news or 
idea that your brothers und 
sisters in Mexico could eat and 
live good from the garbage we 
throw out, that people i.: , sia 
and South America and Africa 
are dying from the oppression 
of the imperialistic and 
capitalistic countries. 

You understand that we are 
being kept in the,dark and that 
we" are being pacified from 
everything-from govern­
ment programs to drugs to 
heroin and junk. You know we 
use a lot of that in the parks; 
we use the parks as our 
political forum, and there is 
always that 1{\iY uut there who 

is grumbling, What .are you 
do ing out there, Wfiere are we 
at now'? Well, he ain't 
nowhere, because when any· 
thing happens l'ie can't even 
wiggle his toe 'cuz he's strung 
out. The wino passed out under 
the tree-)le's ·a butt for jokes 
by little kids; he's not an 
example and possibly he could 
be an example, and we don't 
want that. We don't want 
those types of examples. 

And some of those guys who 
have been through the mill 
instead of understanding that 
they don't want ~heir children 
(there's no one ~alking theJ 
earth, ·I don't tHink, except 
those people who can't think), 
who wants their children to 
have less education they they· 
had, they want them to have 
more education they they had. 
They want them to have a 
better job then they had. If 
they,'re an alcholic they don't 
want their children to be.drug 
addicts, so there is that love 
and understanding that if 
there is an avenue out of that, 
then we have to find it and we 
can't allow ourselves to be 
pacified and hypnotized. 
There's a pacification going 
on. 

In the sixties, when the 
chicanos started to move, for 
example, let me give you that . 
history because we're coming 
to a point where we have to 
make some very important 
decisions. We've had to make 
them all the time but 
collectively, I think there-s ~1 
going to be only -emergencies \, 
that are going to bring us 1 

together collectively. Just like · 
a family, everybody gOSSipS 1 

about the prima, gossips about 
the prima, is glad when his 
brother-in-law gets in a wreck 
and ruins his new car because 
he doesn't have a new car and 
inside he feels pretty good but 
he says, Hey, that's too bad. 
But inside he feels pretty 
good-there goes th at slob's 
new car. It's that competitive. 
ness-it exists in families. But 
come down on a family and 
you got a family fighting and 
that's what is important: we 
have to show what's coming 
down on us. So we remember 
in the sixties when the 
chicanos start to move pro­
gressively, when they start to 
relate to history, demanding 
jobs and education and civil 
rights and human righ ts and 
we start to march. There's 
blood stains on these steps 
from students who opened 
these doors for more students. 
And I understand most of 
them are out on a picnic, and 
that's part of the pacifica· 
tion-out on a picnic. I hope 
they have a lot of company 
with a lot of big red ants. 

In the sixties when we 
started to demonstrate, when 
the schools were blown out 
and we had actual wars with 
the police department who had 
been trained in riot control 
and brought it out to Colorado 
and tried it on us, they lost. In 
a physical confrontation they 
lost. We had a five-day war 
they lost. But they had control 
of the money, they had control 
of institutions, and they had' 
control of the politics. And 
when they saw we started· to 
teach young people ril{ht in the 
parks, when they would do 
nothing but swim in the parks, 
lay m the sun and maybe get 
high, when we ~tarted to 
organize, to take over that 
park, to drive out the people, 
they recognized they were a 
colonized group, that the 
community should run .the 

parks,shuuldtakecareofthose 
children, should do all the 

• I 
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their degree, not that a degree 
means any . level of education 
or intelligence. It jus t guaran­
tees you a paper and possibly a 
job, but beca use m o>. t ,,f these 
people are futher educated 
then most of these degrees can 
get them, some of our older 
people and our youth we sent 
to college, so we deal in sports 
becau!le that was an arPa we 
talked about in 1 ~t:J5, we 
organized a group called 
Colorado rep leaders and the 
Boxing Coaches Association, 
we got rid of a raciet 
commission, there is no 
commission in Colorado. We · 
run our own shows wP. are . 
going to be organL1.1ng a 
Ronnie Law fight this Satur­
day, a professional fight 
because nobody will give· 
Ronnie a chance tu fight 
because he's got a case 
hanging on his head. We 
started · our own teams, we 
organized and nationl-llized 
our own recreation centers. 
You know, a bunch of guys 
came and analyze it and say it 
is racist, it's too general, it 
doesn't allow for pragmatic 
organization. We say we are 
going to nationalize our 
int~titutions, we're proving it. 
There's Aztlan Park, there's El 
Alma Park, La Gente Park, La 
Raza Park, Meztizo Park, 
Aztlan Center, Junior Martin­
ez Center, there's ab0ut four 
clinics, and they are all named 
chicano names, they are run 
by Chicanas o.r chicanos. The 
recreation centers are nm by 
youth , the parks are run by 
Y•luth. This is nationalization . 
~~~me people don 't rerognize or 
re~ate to· it, but i.t's t 'l\ring 
; ,I,, • , fruHl thi " L 1h ;,: .I ce 
Ll :t" t1ecessary puJJtiL·.tl instruc­
tion. The first th ing in the time 
table was identification, if we 
wouldn't have id entifi.:d our­
Hdves, we c.,uldn ' t have 
related where we stood on the 
ladder in comparison to the 
majority of society and in 
education, employment and 
social standing. We got 
identity by using th~ word 
chicano as a political identity 
in the mov ement. We don't 
reject our Mexican heritage, 
never , in fact, where did the 
\\ urd ch icano come from? Sure 
a o, hell didn 't from Washing­
ton LJC . 

The cultural eventsused by 
Cinco de Mayo and the seis de 
sep tiemhre a re used to devtlop 
a forum; no radical left wing, 
right wing group or Demo­
cratic party has ever been able 
to bring thE: masses of our 
people tu~ether. But our social 
a nd cultural events do, and 
from there we have a forum 
a nd from that forum we are 
able to start teaching, start 
exch<:~nging ideas and situa­
t io no, . the chicano park 
t·elehration in San Diego, 
, , asses of people, Cinco De 
Mayo, Seman a De La Raza 
• h£·se are necessary to bring· 
peo ple together from which 
you have a forum for your 
ideas and for your direction so 
we let nobody take over those 
situations. The students run 
Cinco De Mayo in our city and 
the activists run Deiz y Seis De 
Septiem bre and we have never 
had a politico on that stand. 
They sure would like to be 
there but we don't allow them 
to talk because they haven ' t 
1-{ot nothing to say, not for that 
duy, we cull il the day of 
lllltli'I.IH«-H\ In r~lt4~1un !:! ldp t.,, 

Cor y 
day of independence for our 
fatherland . Those are some of 
the things we've used as took 

Someth ing a ll of you ha ve 
been touched by is division­
ism, that is cliqu ism, people 
who consider that they are 
intellectually and politically 
superior, people who in the 
early sixties came to us to offer 
their leadership and we said 
no dice ; if we develop 
administrators they are going 
to be our own. We started a 
school with no help, with 
people who had no degrees, we 
had to bring friends in with 
degrees to front for us. Today 
we have fifty people in our 
educational circle; we have ten 
people in school with masters 
degrees and "three of them are 
PhD candidates. We have 
another ten to fifteen who are 
getting their BA's who are 
oldi:! r people and then we have 
our youth as they graduate 
and go on to college, and we 
didn't have that before, but 
took our time to develop that; 
we h a ve our own administra­
tors and our own legal defense 
committee; we have our own 
director of our prisoners' 
rights organization; we have 
our own ballet directors, who 
grew up with the ballet, we 
have had a ballet for twelve 
years; we have our own 
director of our teatro, we have 
our own artists. They boycott: 
ed our boxing team, we started 
our own boxing team a nd 
whipped them all. Our kids 
don't fight because they have 
to ha ve identification, they get 
involved and they know they 
are representing something 
political, and . they're tougher 
that way. That's why I say 
with · the seed of revolution 
planted in th e people 's minds, 
you have io givt: people goals 
and especially youth why they 
go through that . university, 
why they go through that 
school and to encourage them 
to stay in that school, not just 
to go for a pot of gol d but for 
satisfaction. To live and love 
in a world full of humanity, 
something like that, that's 
much more important than 
living in a world of hate and 
murder. The divisionism h as 
come about, in some cases 
planned; we went back and we 
remember we a lways worked 
with Brown Berets every­
where. Na tionally they used to 
have a few words, insinua­
tions, insults about us and we 
never did anything to these 
guys and then later on we 
found· out that the guy who 
became the chairman of the· 
moratorium after H.osa!·(o 
Munoz, Francisco Martinez, 
was one of the Prime Ministers 
of the Brown Berets and he 
must have been suggesting 
these things because he was 
an agent." You know wh at 
happened- to us and the 
Panthers, they put up cartoons 
the FBI did and they kill ed 

each other. That never ha p­
pened to us but, but the.)£ tri ed, 
they created animosity, n.,,; 
we have . pepple coming in to 

the comm.onity, where our 
youth ate organizing every­
thing: basketball games, foot­
bal l games, political rallies, 
lega l defense banquets and 
dinners, fundcaising things, 
just doing t\:lings, lead ership 
programs; and theM: talking 
a bout bringing in a guy from 
the A/i,~slly sehoul in Chicago 
at our conference in March; 
looking for iduus and ~owl u· 
ll ll ll !jt Hlld wc'ru helpirW t.h •rn 

ta 
organize because nothing is 
happening in Chicago and 
thC!l , somebody is going to 
come f·rom Chicago to or:~an ­
ize us? But that is just the la wst 
thing. the first thing, was, SWP 
came in to tell us how th ey 
were going to create direction 
for us. Then they came to tell 
us how they're going to tell us 
what we should do in our 

community, then the very guy 
they are defending, u guy 
named Baca, they now 
through out their pa rty, they 
found out we were right in the 
first place, we knew him, I 
knew him since he was 
practica lly born, he's ·not a 
valid human being. The other 
guy they were Hu pporting 
involved a drug program 
because one of the guys who 
was ·managing the park 
threw him out for selling drugs 
to kids, and when he got back 
he got what it takes to keep 
him out, and he went to the 
pigs because he had cases on 
him, and he became their rna:: , 
they're the ones who took him 
to court, until the final day 
when he showed up he didn 't 
even testify. I guess SWP is 
thinking differe:1 tly aboc t. the 
people they supported. !Ju t, we 
were right becau!le we know 
our own community. Then we 
had some M-Lers (pseudo M­
L's, in this case, E.M.). We 
never disagreed with much of 
the Mar:xist philosophy or 
·deology: there is much that 
can be used, there is much thd 
can be respected. 

But let me tell you this, that 
when they come in to our 
communities and try to 
organ ize and say we are 
cultura; , regressive national­
ists, and try to organize 
a 1·onnd El C inco De M~1yo or 
one of our martyrs' deaths 
then they are regressir1g, a nd 
the young peop!e who bled 
fighting for t hose parks went 
up, picked _;1em up and threw 
them out. 

We don't disagree with the 
ideology; t-Je disagree with the 



baskets, they packed it, they 
canned it, they sold it and 
stored it. And when the 
militants got down and 
everything was starting to 
ease off and they said, look 
man we've been within the 
movement and we've starved 
our children, my family 
doesn't have things, I've been 
to prison,I've either got to go 
back to robbing banks or 
sticking up little old ladiel:l or 
selling junk, I don't have a job 
I'm not qualified, I don't want 
to become a poverty pimp, so·. 
let's utilize that money for 
economic growth, utilize it for 
scholarships utilize it for the 
things we said we all believed 
in. ;\nd th~y all said no you 
cant come Jn, 

Education means to educate 
a person, for them to analyze 
things for themselves, not to 
plan it in their mind that this 
is the way it is. Because we go 
through life learning. 

Educators have to remem­
ber they have to broaden the 
mind of students not narrow 
it, that they have to teach 
them that if we have chicano 
studies, the social, political 
implications of our history 
and what it amounted to and 

~. 

We started an educational 
circle so that allofourwomen 
and all the janitors could get 
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lion every twenty years, by the 
year l99Gor2000wewill bcthe 
big-~est m inority in this 
nation, we don't have no 
immigration problem. They 
have a democratic ruling 
problem, because .- they say 
where you arc a majority you 
make the decisions and since 
we are majority we will be 
making decisions, and those 
decisions should be revolution­
ary. So look at the long term 
gains of planting the seed w 
historically understand where 
we come from. From Aztlan w 
build the mines build the 
railroads and dig the fields, 
and it is the same people 
coming back and forth and 
developing ourselves, growing 
bat we have to maintain the 
political · philosophy, self-de­
termination and liberation 
only those things can satisr; 
<:<ny human being, only those 
things should satisfy any 
human being, ·and I think 
that is very important. So we 
Ul:!e those tools, we use our 
experience of what has taken 
p!ace in the past to understand 
we have to develop economic 
channels to support ourselves. 

The last thing I want to end 
with, I want to tell you a little 
of what we're doing, su you 
don't think we're just talking 
about it. In 1965 whtn .we 
organized the Crusad#. we 
organiz~d it to be independent~ · 
to be mdependen t of any 
influence, any political influ­
ence, economic intlut:rll ·c, nny 
religious int1uencc. 'l'o be a 
strictly independent group 
that would resist any injus~ice 
that would l.Jc J.l.ut UJlllll our 
people, to start a political 
direction, )to create unity 
identity, political awareness. 
We helped the ve .. ple in the 
farmworker strug,.;Je and in 
the union struggi• . Wl' started 
legal attacks agLtinst tltc used­
ear Jots and the g y p artists und 
'the i1nann' '"'-' ~ ' '''aniPs . · This 
ha,; beer• l:tkt:ll u,; by l• ·galized 
service agencit· .; thr,.ugh the 
what our progress t>h~uld. be­
and what we are flg.httng 
against and why that .lustory. 
took place, who ~~ the 
oppressor and who ts the 
oppressed who is the pot~r and 
who is the rich, who .Is the 
liberator and who IS the 
oppressor and we have to have 
that taught at our scho~ls. 
Because with each generatwn 
it will come out until the s~ed 
will be planted, and I'm telhng 

·you and I'm telling everybody 
everywhere that the . seed of 
revolution has to be m all of 

our mmds and in every one of 
our heads day and night. We 
as a people can never relax if 
there is racism if there 'is 
unjustice if we don't control 
our own destinies if we don't 
run our own communities if 
we don't control our o:.Vn 
education, our own health if 
we don't have our own 
~obs then we have to change 
1t,and if there are any 
dictators or despots then we 
have to get rid of them. If there 
are people who fool us then we 
have to get rid of them, we 
have to exist in a state of 
revolution until all humanity 
is fre~, till all humanity is free, 
not JUSt ourselves, not just 
individuals, but the masses of 
humanity who count in this 
world, and not until we think 
that "way will there be a real 
place to live in where love is 
fin;t, where love does come and 
make everything beautiful, 
because until that time we 
have to have that bit of anger 
against any kind of inJustice. 

We are doubling our popula­
government. We started 
attacking the schuol.:i for 
beating our kids for not 
having their g-yn! dues, and we 
sent guys down there lu paddle 
the guy who was Jladdling. 
They created new laws after 
the '69 blowouts wl:ereEJs you 
cannot disrupt ·a classroom, 
whereas if you hollered , 
chicano power or viva la raza 
or down with radst education, 
you were ·arrested. They 
created ntw laws against 
marching because we would 
march every 16 de septembre, 
we would b:ow out, 5 w 15,000 
would go C:own those streets, 
and not as a parade and there 
is nothing commercial about 
it, so they passed a law in ' 
council, along with one of our 
vendidos, that you could only 
march on national holidays. 
We're taking that to cour• 
already because t~ey already 
violated it, because when they 
had the Broncos going great 
they had a Bronco parade so 
we're going to hit them on it. 
These type of things you know [ 
are the constant problems we 1 
had to deal with, so we worked 
in that art''\, we started our · 
OWn t;ChooJ, OeCUUt!e we didn't 
allow our children to be 
sacrificed on the alta .. . uf 
mit~educe.tion, ~o we .l{d 
create the leudt'rHhip ' •.u t 
was necessary, we didn't [, ;tve 
the muney to do it for 
everybody, just fo• t.Jw;;e 
within the organization who 
wanted their childrer• there. 



people and their trach record 
when they try to come in and 
organize us when we are 
already organized. We have a 
timetable to know where we're 
going and we know why we are 
doing it. 

There are a few things we 

ask somebody when they 
question us, when they 
criticize us, saying we should 
do this, or you didn't cio thill or 
you didn't do that , you're 
wrong here, you're ideological­
ly wrong on this point, we just 
ask them simply. What have 
you done for · your people? 
What have you done? Have 
you fed anybody? Have you 
taken anybody out of jail'? 
Have you saved anybody from 
jail? Have you saved youth, 
have you worked with them'? 
Have you done anything to 
educate them, to better their 
lives? Have you gone to jail 
with us when we have gotten 
beaten in the streets with the 
moratorium, when we got 
beaten in the streets at some 
of our marches and demon­
strations? Are you doing time 
with all of us in the 
penetentiaries, are you going 
to the jails? Are you standing 
in the unemployment line, are 
you getting the worst jobs? Are 
you \VOl:king out in fhe field 
with us'! Bleed with us , starve 
with us, we're trusting. Don't 
come out here and criticize us. 
And even amof'.g our own 
when they say why didn't you 
guys do this right? We say 
what have you dune? And if 
you have an answer, give me 
an answer, not somebq~ 

else's book, give me yq 1 

a,nswer, don't give me some­
one else's quote. Tell me what 
your principles and values are. 
Don't tell me you're bad 
becaus•~ somebocy else did 
something; you're !.wd because 
you did it. And don 't tell me to 
do such and such a thing if you 
won't go with me.· That's the 
way you rate those people who 
come to confuse and divide, so 
l want to finish with that. I 

want w say that I don't ha-c' 
time to criticize, to insult, to 
use derogatory terms that 
could hurt any other orgamza­
tion. We only have time to 
think in terms of positive 
steps. We just say history will 
absolve us, as :Fidel Cat>tro 
said. 

We ~uok a stand against 
certain people because of their 
lack of principles or because 
they violated certain values of 
honor with us . History ab­
solves us because sooner or 
later, they show the same 
characteristics to other people. 
When we take a step in self­
determination or liberation, 
by doing it ourselves, it takes 
time to produce young admin­
istrator$, it takes time to 
produce professional people; 
and we need those profess­
ional people, and they're 
coming out of these univer­
sities, and every one of you 
who comes out of these 
universities has to understand 
:. at there is an obligation and 
responsibility to a community. 
To a community right in your 
own home or right in your own 
land or a community right 
across this nation, or right 
across this false border line. 
When your grundparen_ts 
came here they came here for a 
better life for their children 
and you're prospering from 
that better life. And your 
relatives, your primos and 
primas, and your blood is still 
starving, and it is still without 
work and it is still being 
taught to be subservient, 
fatali sti c, and l:lUmble. And we 
know the spirit of revolution is 
in them, and we know all they 
need is the help and support of 
].Jeople who are willing to take 
a &ta11d, and they 'll foilow the 
example. Those people are the 
children of the last two 
gen erations and they're the 
children at these universities . 
So, we do have a responsibility 
to ourselves and to our peers 
and to our :".;ople. 

~ · 



·story of ep 
May, 1968, Ernesto Vigil 

refuses induction into the 
armed services. charges 
dropped. 

I 
March, 1969, Ernesto Vigil 

and Gil Quintana arrested for 
assault on U.S. Marshall in 
anti-War incident. Quintana 
aquitted; Vigil convicted but 
released on parole due to 
community pressure. 

March, 1969, over 50 
Chicanos arrested at West 
High School Walk-Outs over 
50 are Crusade members. Five 
trials result in 5 acquittals. 
Remaining cases dropped. 

December, 1969, Art 
Cordova refuses induction 
into armed forces. Found 
guilty; con vic tion later 
reversed on appeal. 

December, 1970, Ernesto 
Vigil and Roberto Elias beaten 
by police and charged with 
disturbance, interference and 
resistance. Acquitted. 

August, 1970, Thirty-two 
Colorado Chicanos arrested at 
L.A. Moratorium; only Corky 
gonzales and Alberto Gurule 
are tried. First trial acq u i Ls 
G urul e on possession of 
weapons charge; hung jury on 
Corky. La ter retried , Corky is 
convicted and servoH 'tJ() dn ,y~; , 

M I ,.h 1117 \J, All HiJIIl 0 

Peralta and Bobby Roybal 
charged with bombing Ft. 
Lupton police station. 
Charges dropped at trial. 

Ma rch, 1973, Over 70 
arrested in police attack on 
Crusade apartments. Luis 
Martinez killed. S1x trials 
result in 5 acquittals. Mario 
Vasq uez sentenced to a 
reformatory for the shooting 
of 2 police. After a few months 
Vasquez is released on 
"unauthorized leave." 

1973, over 100 Crusade 
members harassed, stopped or 
a rrested by police 1 conviction 
results. 

September, 1973, Nota 
Aleman and Ramon Alvarado 
charged with assaulting an 
officer. Charges dropped in 
court. 

September, 1973, Juan Avila 
charged with shooting police 
officer, Avila 15, acquitted in 
September 1974. 

January, 197 4, Ga ry 
Garrison framed in attempted 
bombing. Acq uitted. 

June, 1974, Five women, 
. wives and friends · of six 
assassinated ch ica nu act ivists 
killed in May, 1974, are 
l:lubpoenaed to a De n ver 
Fedcrul Grand Jury . Cum· 
unit,v trl!lh i l~<n ti o r fnrt'I'H 

• ess1 
dropping of subpoenas. 

July, 1975, Corky Gonzales 
arrested for interference and 
resistance. Charges dropped. 

September, 1975, Juan Haro 
and Antonio Quintana framed 
for conspiracy to bomb police 
station. Haro acquitted in 
stat e case, charges dropped on 
Quintana. Haro convicted ·on 
possession of explosives in 
federal case. Conviction now 
under appeal. 

May, l !l7o, Corky Gonzales 
arrested for assault. Charges 
dropped. 

September, 1976, Tony 
Marquez and Ernesto Vigil 
charged with felony menacing 
and assault stemming from an 
incident where activists were 
preventing sales of drugs in La 
Raza Park. ·Charges droooed. 

October, 1977, Alberto 
Mares framed for bank 
robuery. Continues his 
pol itical activity by not · 
showing up to court;. 

Decem ber, 1977, Van and 
Steve Lucero subpoenaed 
before a New York Federal 
Grand Jury investigation 
underground Puerto Rican 
independence group. Legal 
a nd community mobilization 

, ftJJ]!i!,dr_op~in~ uf l!lu_b11Jll" 
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things that are necessary to do 
for ourselves and family, that 
we didn't need carpetbaggers 
who were college jocks, who 
came from Indiana or Illinois 
or New York, who were 
vacationing in our city and 
getting a nice paycheck while 
they were sitting in the 
lifeguard stand and giving no 
example because there was no 
relation to the youth. They 
don't know what they did at 
night or how they suffered, 
and we started to change that 
acid which was selling for five 
bucks a capsule at that time, it 
was being given away like 
chewing gum. We established 
an anti -drug patrol of some of 
the baddest, toughest vatos 
who had been through !lome of 
the same thingl:l themselves, 
who didn't want the same for 
the other youths or their 
children, and step by step they 
became menacel:l to the 
pushers and the users because 
we didn't want those kinds of 
examples. 

When La Raza park was 
organized, nationalized, and 
taken over by the community, 
there was a total political 
upheaval and the whole 
political situation changed in 
the north side, which was once 
little Italy and controlled by 
the Mafia. The whole political 
picture turned by the activists, 
and immediately drugs be­
came practically given away, 
and immediately the drug 
pushers and users had jackets 
on and became snitches 
against the movement. They 
became the informants and 
thooe are the people who try to 
set movement people up. We've 
been going through court 
Hituations ever since then. 
Again, using drugs to control 
our people, using handout 
programs to say "do nothing 
man-just pick up your 
check ." 

Suw .-...: "'".Jlti jj;,l' lu pid~ Ujl 

t~se chec~3 but do something 
to teach, to organize, to 

....... ...-. r" .. 

' '· 

.. " A 

prepare our children fo~ the 
future and to understand the 
political social implication~:~ of 
this society. So we took over 
this park and the young men 
who became managers of 
them were political people; 
they understand the political 
social implications and they 
started to teach and have 
culture programs and political 
probrrams. So the sy~:>tem 
comes and trie~:> to ·destroy 
them, but now they h'ave to 
contend with one thing: that 
when they want to destroy one 
of these people or one of these 
parks, there'are five hundred 
youths who march to those 
parks, and they get mad and 
by Monday they give them 
what they want, and they 
have to or there will be a war. 
We have to keep that level of 
pressure at all times. So we 
know what pacification is, we 
know how they try to buy us 
off, we know how they try to 
hypnotize us, so some of the 
things that have happened in 
those times, those dramatic 
things that have happened, 
th01:w hif>toric things that 
happen will be blown in the 
wind if we allow them to 
control our chicano studies, if 
we allow them to direct what 
we think, what we read and 
what we write. If we allow 
them to control economically 
everything that we do, allow 
them to give us, what I call; at 
one time we were colonized 
now we have common wealth 
politicos as our leaders who 
tell u::~ we're ~:~haring the 
wealth because they're shar­
ing the wealth. We have 
politicians who are marching 

\,,.n 

with us in the sixties and early 
seventies, and we said that 
system is hypocritical, that 
system is nicist. The educa­
tional system is a racist 
institution and we pointed to 
those situations that showed 
us racism, they showed that 
they were against minorities 
the~ were against our people: 
agamst the poor and they 
agreed with us and the 

, ~; politicos were lying and they 

' ' were hypocrites. And you 
' know what this year they are a 

legislator, they're a senator, 
: ' they're councilmen. And you 

know what, "there is no 
problem, you just get in that 
system and you do it within 

, . because after all, those people 
before us didn't have our 
intelligence, they didn't have 
our intellect, they weren't 
suave they weren't cool. We'll 
do it the right way, the 
legitimate way." They have 
back-l:ltabbed any pri,nciple 
they believed in ten years ago. 
We say they arEl wrong. If they 
become part of that system 
and they're in there as 
infiltrators and they're going 
'to be ready to come out if 
anything happens in this 
country and give us a design of 
every community building 
and every arm defense plan 

' I then I say they are revolution-
aries and they believe in what 
they were talking about ten 
years ago. Otherwise they 
have become part, they have 
been absorbed and co-opted 
and they do .not serve the 
principles and values of the 
movement of their people and 
of humanity. Undcrlltand 
that. It's up to us to keep the 
needle in them 

The other thing that hap• 
pened, it's very much like 
allegory, I'll say that. I was 
thinking that we were talking 
about o:Cr-eating a teatro. we 
look aro'I:JrH.l 1111d !;CC who's 
rurq11ng tlH· sL'rvi,·c program . 
who'a the labor department 
work pr:lgram, hi}~ none of 
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,· these \\ guys come around 

top in the top branches, and we anyn16re. We don't see them 

told all the people that we'rl' here; we sec them only at the 

g-oing to l,{O up there and we're Hilton or at the big hotels in 

going to get that. The priests their tuxedos and electing a . 

came by and say don't go up queen once a year. When they 

there, pray and kneel here and call their club meetings they 

we'll say a rosary together and couldn't fill a Volkswag-on, but 

the Lord will drop it down. The when they have social events 

militants said no. We turned once a year, they pack the 

around to the politicos there different auditoriums and 

was a senator, probably the fancy hotels . So, where are all 

first senator in the history of these guys? How do they 

our existence. He told us, go represent us? All these funds 

slow,everything will change. that were given to them out of / 

Just don't push, you're infur- the reaction of the imprison- i 
iating me, you're getting me mcnt and court c'ases, and the r 

mad and these people mad, starvation and the demonstra­

meaning the leaders of the tiona of our . people. What's 

Democratic party and the happenin~(with them? They 

politicos. Just go along,ever- have been pacified, but one 

thing will come along its day. thing that has happened is, 

While he was dealing for the well it's like this, I was telling· 

oil companies and the mining some young guys that were 

companies and he was getting very frustrated and I think 

rich. He told everybody else there are some young men and 

you take it easy; well, he told women here who have. been 

the militants don't go up there involved a long time, they may 

and get that fruit. Then the be young but they're involved. 

educators who were educated They're children of the move-

by the system and didn't know ment born into it. There's some 

any better and were following frustrations and I understand 

the same educational routine ' them. We've gone through 

on the same merry-go-round them and their problems in 

said, education will do it just many situation!:!. They say 

read these books, be here every look at this , these guys are 

day, be here on ~ime, never be getting a million and a halffor 

r--__ .. , · ----- - "'.. ·· · this, this guy is getting a 

million for that program, that 
guy just got out of the joint he 
was a head man for heroin in 
Canyon Ci~ and now he is 
part of a five million dollar 
language program in another 
state. How do these guys do 
this? I'll tell them look, what 
happened was that when there 
was no movement we said 
there is a big tree with fruit on 

absent, be a good- ali-American 
bdt lind wash your hands and 
put on a tie ·and go to church, 
you're going to be alright, you­
re going to make it, but you 
don 't go up there and get those 
apples. When you get educated 
you learn how to climb that 
tree. And then the radical...­
were saying you don't have f.& 

go up there and get that, you 
have to know why you are 
oppres11ed. 

We want you to know that 
you're oppressed. Well, who in 
the hell doesn't know he's 
oppressed? He's getting sent to 
jail doing life on the install· 
ment plan, ninety days at the 
county every three months. 
Who didn't know he was 
oppressed, getting shot down 
in the streets, bloodied, getting 
thrown out of school, getting 
dropped out l kieked out 
making up 60% of t he juvenil~ 
halls when we're only lQt)"o of 
the population. And we didn't 
know what oppression was, 
they're going to teach us,' and 
define it to us on the right 
revolutionary line. After we 
learn that then we can chop 
the tree down. And if the tree 
lived weeouldgrabaomeofthe 
fruit. But we said no, we're 
going to do it on our own and 
we climbed up. The militantsd 
went ahead and climbed up 
the tree, they went up to the 
highest brances and they 
shook it all down and it took a 
long time shaking the fruit 
down but down at the bottom 
the guys who didn't climb up, 
they picked it up Mtd put it in 
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One of the severe ­
tragedies in the life and 

-struggle of any people is 
the loss thru d.eath of its 
great m.en and women 
who are models of . hu­
man - possibilities and 
a c hie vern en'ts and· 
necessary evidence of a 
people's capacity for 
greatness. The severity 
of the tragedy, however, 
is increased when a 
people forget& or fails to 
understand and · 
appreciate fully the 
meaning and contribution · 

of its grea_t. > men and 
women. 

Such . failure of 
unders-tanding and , 
appreciation is often 
reflected in the tendency 

DR.KARENGA 

to trivia!ize these heroes · 
and heroines by reducing · 
the richness of their , 
thought to poorly · 
rem~mbered sayings and ' 
slogans used to justify 
dubious actions and 
positions. Moreover, it is 
equally as often reflected 
in the practice of trotting 
them out on ceremonious 
occasions to lend 
credence and support to· 
events and organizations 
which the heroes and · 
heroines, themselves, 
would have neither 
attend~q oor ~~roved. 

It is difficult not to 
think these and other 
thoughts in relation to the 
recent' march held . 
downtown in Malcolm X' s 
nac..g, .P U!:-J!Q~ exac.tly in ; 

~his honor. A - critical· 
review of the march 
re veals key problems it 
posed which tended to 
negate its alleged value . . 
The first problem posed 
by the march was that 
although it claimed to be 
for Malcolm, it was not 
directed toward · the 
education and 
involvement of the very 
people for whom 

1 Malcolm struggled and 
gave his life, Afro­
Americans . 

The planning, location, 
and speakers ' line-up, 
among other things, 
reflected this de-Afro­
Americanization of the 
meaning and contribution 
of Malcolm and the 
relevance of L'1e holiday 
in honoring him and our 
heritage as a people. 
Malcolm X is not just an 
abstract leader of all 
oppressed people, but a. 
leader of Black people. 

. His contribution--tO' us as a­
people is at the same time i 
a contribution to the , 
advancement of 
humanity, but the focus 
and fight· which gave him · 
greatness were for Afro­
American people. 

So it was with Zapata . 
for Mexicans, Metacomet 
and Geronimo for 
Indians, Mao and Sun 
Yat-sen for Chinese. 
Thus, if others wish to 
celebrate Malcolm's 
birthday, we are·pleased 
for he deserves it. But we ; 
don' t have to ·deny his · 
Blackness to win his . 
acceptance, no more than 
any other people would 
deny the essential 
na tiona! or ethnic identity 
of their leaders to win ' 
their acceptance by ', 
others~ If Malcolm is 
great, it's because of his , 
contribution to his people, 
not because of his belated 
or supplemental 

- acceptance J)'y others .... 
Secondly, the choice of ? 

Jane Fonda as the 
keynote speaker can in no . 
way be considered an · 
appropriate choice. To 
have Fonda give the 
keynote speech at a 
Malcolm- X ~elebration, 
in spite of her . acting 
ability, name recognition 
and political orientation,. 
is like having Cicely 
Tyson give the keynote 
address at a -celebration 
oi Israeli Independence. 
This choice reflects at 
least two important 
cox:t!'adictions. First, it 
shows appalling 

. disregard for the spirit 
and practice of self- . 
determination of Black 
people whose holiday this · 
is and who must, in the 
fi nal analysis, be in the 
forefront of its planning 
and execution. 
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Malcolm X 
(Continued from A-5) 

This does not mean no ··- - - --Finally, there was th e 
otherThird World people : oroblem of .ne 
or progrssive whites can appropriateness of the 
be involved. But it does march itself as a means 
mean that Black people of honoring, involving 
must be at the heart and : and· educating. Certainly 
·head of their own history, Malcolm was not one for 
their · own holidays and marcheS". He viewed 
their own life and. them as essentially 
struggle. And leaders like creating a myth of action, 

!
Herman Baca, Dennis _mobilizing energy. that 
Banks and Delores gave a false- sense of 
Huerta, who we respect accomplishment to the 
highly and whose petty-bourgeoisie who 
participation we always1 organized them, but left 
welcome, understand, the masses with the same· 
teach and practice- this problems. The rally at 
fully for their own_ the end of the march 
peoples and culturally could have been 
specific events. For it's a instructive, but like most 
question of leadership -rallies it was designed for 
and focus, not exclusion. e motiona 1 elevation 

The second- con- rather than education or 
tradiction the Fonda action. 
choice reveals is the The full employment 
consequential projection conference afterwards 
that no Black person - was perhaps the most 
man or women, radical or meaningful event and 
progressive- was capable should. ·have been 
of keynoting such an honestly and effectively 
important Afro- divorcect-from the march 
A m e ric an c u 1 t u r a 1 and rally as they were 
expression of self- constructed. The · 
determination. Are Black problem, it -seems, was 
people to· believe that one of over-extension-
nowhere among them is- to gather the largest 
there -s uffi c i en t crowd and _perhaps hide 
competence and the lack of organization 
commitment - to honor and mobilization efforts-
their own heroes and by the march' sponsor 
heroines fully and that as among .the Afro-
a result the community -Americans who are not 
must appeal to a_ person . only the heirs of 
outside the community to Malcolm, but the greatest 
give the keynote address victims of unemploy-
at such an impor- ment. 
tant Afro-American Next year will be the 
celebration? The 13thannualcelebrationof 
contradiction is further KUZALIW A since I 
compounded by the fact established it in 1966 and 
that neither the keynote it: .. is imperative that we 
speaker nor the other p·ian and execute its 
speakers spoke directly celebration in a more 
and definitivefy on the meaningful, beneficial 
life, work and meaning of · ·and self-respecting way 
Malcolm X to Black than was the case this 
people and by extension, year. I offer these 
to the world. Given these observations, not to 
fa cts, how can one condemn, but to criticize 
seriously call this an· constructively .and 
avent to honor Malcolm · defend the life and work 
X? . nd lf it were not to of a man whose 
ilonor Maic olm, why contribution to us as a 
:.: :~r-ioit his n~me? people- is Immeasurable. 

Moreover, it is important 
that we as a people and 

Malcolm X 

(Continue-a from A-11) 

community- prevent 
negative practices which 
threaten -its validity and 
value as· · a self-
determined - Afro-
American . cultural 
expression. 

Other Brack com­
munities define and 
boldly-defend our heroes, 
heroines and heritage as 
a -people. It is obviously 
our responsibility to do 
the same here in San 
Diego. Only in this way 
wilL we deino.nstrate· 
respect for ourselves and 
our - history, and thus, 
inspire the same respect 
in others - not only our 
Third World allies, but 
all progressive peoples 
throughout the world. 

-~ .. 
' .. .. 
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Sorry it took me so long to send you this. I am organizing the FOIA materials and putting them in chronological order, and putting 6,000 pages 

in chronological order takes a lot of time. If you have a collection of similar materials, make an extra copy of the collection and put it in chronological order. A different picture emerges from the materials when the stuff is read 
in chronological order, because the FBI's own actions become more apparent. 

At this point I am awaiting the decision of the Justice Department on my appeal of their denial of the waiver of copying costs. Meanwhile, I have 
sent the FBI the $200 for previous copying costs and asked that they continue to review and release the remaining 1,600 pages of documents. By my math, the FBI has already reviewed 4,400 pages and released about 2,200 pages; if this pattern carries over into the remaining materials, then 
another 800 or so pages should be reviewed and released. 

I am not optimistic, if for no other reason than I sent the money and the appeal on the sam.e day. The letter and money to the FBI was sent "Certified/Return Receipt Requested" on November 6, 2002, and I have yet 
to get any notice that they even received the fucking letter and money. k\ Attorney General Ashcroft already notified all his subordinates that the DoJ <; if'~ will stand behind them in all cases where they reject FOIA requests. All }~~ 11~ , decisions made by the subordinates will have full government support; I ~ ~-~ anticipate the waiver appeal will be rejected and I'll be charged for the ~ ~~ ~ remaining copies. Or they may reject the appeal and refuse to release the ~ ~ O S

4 ~ remaining materials. i.~ .1 """;5 'j~etr \~ ln \ q ~ ~i (~~ The FBI had previouslyl(eferred some materials to the IRS for the IRU lo.~ "R S l ~'<to review (the materials had been generated by the IRS and sent to the FBir.­} ~rJ. .1 I got a form letter from the IRS; they refused to release even one sentence of ..,_t9 ~~\ e ocuments .Under the Bush administration, the Patriot Act, and the soon­~ ~1 to-be Department of Homeland Security, all FOIA future and pending ~~ ., requests will run into such obstructionism. I have not yet double-checked the f _ "~ IRS materials, but am pretty sure that the stuff they now refuse to release ~): ~~ had already been released in 1977, and I have old copies of it anyway. ·'-t.ili What happened was that the FBI had asked the IRS to audit the r> ~ Crusade's tax re orts in ho es of catching the Crusade in something the FBI Y\ \ \ ~ could use against the Crusade (or have the IRS do its dirty work, if such was 1"' / needed). In effect, this is sele~~ive enfo~ce~ent of the la~~ and ?ro~ed~r~s /\. . on tax matters, and the political motivatiOn for such mvest1gat10n ts obvious. It is also illegal. ~~WI\&, \6\i05 

The IRS distanced itself from the FBIA.when th_e FOIA shed light on 
·(C.~ this activity, and the IRS then made a fairly complete disclosure of this (..~~b~ 

, 
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incident in FOIA materials released to Gonzales in the late 1970s. So I have 
the data to show how the IRS did the FBI's [illegal] bidding in the 1960s, 
how the IRS itself disclosed thjs via the FOIA release in the late-1970s, and 
now in 2002, the IRS is refusing to reveal matters that are already revealed. 

I am not only going to donate my FOIA materials, but the FOIA 
correspondence (the FBI to me, me to the FBI, my waiver request, their 
denial of the request, my appeal of the denial, etc.) will also be donated. It 
pmnts the picture of obstructionism by itself: the 8-year delay on my 1994 
FOIA request, the withholding of materials previously released, etc. Fuck 
those shit-heads. 

I know these enclosed materials are few, but I will occasionally 
review the whole collection as I go through it and will notify you if I think 
other materials may be of interest to you. Please stay in touch. 

Although I did not want to begin another book until I had all the ideal 
conditions (mostly fmancial) in place to do so, I have now decided to write 
another manuscript. This means my limited income will now drop, and that I 
will be under the resultant stresses until the manuscript is done. This means I 
need to generate enough money to pay for rent, phone, and have food until 
the manuscript is done. I think I can knock off a 300-page manuscript in nine 
months. 

With passage of the Patriot Axe, the apparently-impending invasion of 
Iraq, the Homeland Security Department, etc. , I anticipate that we are on the 
verge of another McCarthy era, maybe worse. These considerations have 
compelled me to decide to do the new manuscript (while there is still some 
time and operating space). My personal experiences lead me to believe that I 
am the kind of person whose writings and related inquiries irritate the 
Powers-that-Be, so if I am gonna write, I better get started before they 
decide to go on the offensive ... 
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Herman, 

I am sending Rosalio Munoz copies ofFOIA documents from the materials I have from 
the FBI headquarters file on the Crusade for Justice. References to the Crusade's antiwar 
opposition are found throughout the Crusade files, and show how monitoring the Crusade also 
drew FBI notice to the Moratorium. The FBI may well have been following "Chicano 
moratorium" activity (ofRosalio Munoz or that of the Brown Berets) previous to the time of these 
references. Ask Rosalio for copies if they interest you or I can send them later if you want; let me 
know. The inventory below describes them, and I don't send them now only for reasons of 
postage. These FOIA materials refer to the Denver December 1969 [anti] draft conference, the 
second national youth conference in March 1970, and the Moratorium and its aftermath. I am 
sending you some items not listed below and will comment on the materials sent you after the 
following inventory. 

1. 105·178283-38, 4/3170. This document was written a few days after the 2nd national 
Denver youth conference. Among the FBI officials who read and signed the 
documents was a man named "L. E. Belanger" whose name or initials appear on 
many documents. You will also see the name, nearly illegible, of"C.D. Brennan," an 
FBI official who figured prominently in the Ellsberg investigation. Brennan once 
headed the Domestic Intelligence Division, sometimes called Division Five. 
Seventeen crucial pages were not released. 

2. 105-178283-39, 5/8/70. This copy is of a memo from W. Raymond Wannall to 
William C. Sullivan. I think Sullivan was the Domestic Intelligence Division chief at 
this time, the number 3 position in the FBI after Hoover and Tolson; Wannalllater 
replaced Sullivan. Note the list of headquarters recipients-- the highest FBI officials. 
Hoover' s and Tolson's names are not listed, but if you look at page two, you will 
find Hoover' s scrawl: see "OK" and the initial under it. There are also the initials 
"WCS," for William C. Sullivan, the FBI's number 3 official. 

3. 105-178283-40, 5/11 [or 13?]170. Note the recipients and field offices to which it 
was distributed. 

4. 105-178283-41. The FBI is apparently very sensitive about their activity vis-a-vis the 
youth conference, and probably the Moratorium, to withhold the whole report after 
all this time. 

5. Denver FBI field office document, not numbered, but dated May 22,1970. Note the 
reference to the "anti-Vietnam war moratorium at Los Angeles, Calif, on 8/29170," 
and to the "anti-draft conference at Denver on 12/6/69." 

6. 1 05-178283·NOT RECORDED, 9/2170. References to the Moratorium in the 
Crusade file were scarce from May 22, 1970, until September 2, 1970. What 
happened, I am sure, is that reports on the evolving Moratorium were made in a 
separate file, as indicated by the caption "National Chicano Moratorium August 29, 
1970." Though the document cites no corresponding file number, it is under the prior 
caption that Moratorium documents should be found in FBI headquarters and field 
offices. Wannall's name and initials are on the first page. Sullivan' s initials are found 
on the second page; see his almost illegtl>le remarks: "Discussed [illeg., 'with'?] the 
Director [2 illeg. Words]. WCS 4:05- 9-2-70." 

7. Albuquerque FBI field office report, May 28, 1970, numbered only as 105-178283. 
The 1970 youth conference antiwar resolution is cited. 

8. 105-178283-45, 6/30170. Note the recipients listed on the lower left comer: the CIA, 
the Office ofNaval Intelligence, the Office of Special Investigations [of the Air 
Force], the State Department, etc. Again, 17 pages were completely withheld from 
release. 

9. 105-178283-46, 5/25170. Note the recipients and the FBI field offices listed on the 
lower left portion of the page. References to the Moratorium are on the second page. 

10. 105-178283-47, 7/21170. Five pages were completely withheld from release. 
11 . 105-178283-48, dated 8/28170. Note the stamp in the lower-left comer, "cc to IDIU, 

Adm[inistrative] Data deleted." IDIU =Interdivisional Intelligence Unit. For more 



on the IDIU, see Frank Donner's book, The Age of Surveillance, under the "Justice 
Department" entry in the index. This one page report is brief ("administrative data" 
was deleted). From the last two sentences: "SA's [Special Agents] will witness 
activity. LHM follows." The first sentence shows the FBI was physically present at 
the Moratorium [not really surprising, on its own, but it is the only official admission 
of this fact that has come to my attention]. 

12. 105-178283-49, dated 8/29no. This one page document is signed by C.D. Brennan, 
Wannall, and Belanger, and was sent to the IDIU after "administrative data" was 
deleted. The FBI's hierarchy was apparently following the Moratorium, and related 
activity, on a daily basis; see date of no. 5, above. 

13. 1 05-178283-NOT RECORDED, 9/14/70. This is a Denver FBI field office report to 
headquarters under the caption ''National Chicano Moratorium. Los Angeles," etc. It 
would seem that the FBI file number for the Moratorium was "105-2912T' in LA 
and "105-4371" in Denver. No headquarters file number seems to be indicated. 
Belanger, Brennan, and Wannall read this document. If you look at the right-hand 
margin, you will see the words "Original filed in [illegible file number]," maybe the 
FBI headquarters' number for the Moratorium file. 

14. Denver FBI field office report, dated "December 11 , 1970." Note the table of 
contents; the FBI was methodical in monitoring all aspects of organizational activity, 
almost scientific in their methodology ... 

15. 105-178283-NOT RECORDED, Jan. 8., 1971. Note the caption is "Mexican 
American Matters " [sic; actually, "Mexican American Militancy"]. 

Herman: I had written Rosalio that I have some non-Crusade FOIA material, stuff from 
the San Francisco FBI field office, mostly clippings that they kept in their files. The Denver youth 
conferences, especially the first two, were in favor of national antiwar and independent political 
activity. The national scope of activity concerned the FBI and they seemed to have opened a 
generic file titled "La Raza" that later became more specifically focused: La Raza Unida, 
Committee to Defend Los Siete de La Raza, etc. When the FBI monitored a Crusade delegation 
that attended a November 1969 war protest in San Francisco, they were also concerned about the 
La Raza Unida Party efforts and the articles the FBI clipped also mention the antiwar activity. 
There should be an FBI field office file on LRUP in San Diego. You could also file FOIA requests 
under La Raza Unida, Herman Baca, CCR, etc. If key members at that time also file FOIA 
requests, you get a bigger picture of what was going on. The process, however, will take years and 
the FBI is now under no pressure to anything but the bare minimum. 

A friend is trying to arrange a flight for me, but I can only attend the first Friday to 
Sunday events, the 24th or whatever, but I will be in touch when I know more. I will try to contact 
people whom have shown interest in the FOJA materials to see if I can get something done while I 
am in the area, to further contacts for donating the stuff, etc. If you want to meet about anything 
along that line, let me know. Lastly, I will send you more material once I retrieve several files that 
are now being copied. I should get them tomorrow, but will have to go through because much of 
the material is from the recent releases and 1 am not sure how much is about the Moratorium. 
When I see other materials that may interest you I will copy them, as well. 

I have highlighted captions, dates, etc., for your attention in the enclosed materials. 
I hope the enclosed material is useful to you. 

Please confirm receipt. 

Emesto B. Vigil 
4423 Zuni Street 
Denver, CO 80211 
Emestovigil@aol.com 
(720) 855-8073 



=-~7-m~ · ·· · 
'.. -- ·- - - -- . -- -- -

v ) --~:._.:.-~ :....:..-_ --··---: - -...;.~ ·-·. 

MeTnorandufn 
: SAC (100 ~~?;~i' 12/31/69 ·_ 

ftOM : 
... -- -· ~;.. - .. 

told till em 12.69 that the WIDA hoped to 
pic the construction or ~he new Cit~ Center Project !n 
San Jose but all construction haa been at alstanl at111 due 
to weather and the holida~s. 

~ s~~d he !.a convinced that._ i1 atrictl~ a 
•disturbing influence" in the Mexic~an comr.nmi t~ 
and is interested in rurthering his personal gain and n~ 
interested in helping the Mexican-Americana • 

._r,~rther stated that i* is an impossibility to 
un1r~ all the Mexicans in the area and the U'JIDA would never 
succeed as best he could predict.· . .. t 

ACTION: CLOSS 

100~~1:,'1-7 ... • 

&r'4 __ _ ,_,.,- r===-~---
=~-~ ~ P"' DEC 3 1 l%9 

FBI- SAN FQ~ 

I , 

I 'i . ·~ -• './ ,.J· / ;J-, ~·'7 ~ ·~ .. , • ' - --< .J 



w~~
~~~

i 
""

-
~'
:"
) 

z 
.. 

\~
~~
, 

i:
ei

 
J~
·-
~m
t 

.,.
~ 

I. 
I 

' 
. 

. 
lt

 .. _
 

~
 

>
 

. 
-

·-

. 
I 

h 
r 

rl
l 

tJ 
:I 

lt
r 

.. ~
hs
' 

,h
 p
;,
i~
~ 

....
....

 __ 

~ 
i 

. 
l.·

l!
n.

•r
. •

•.,
.Ja

f!'
J 

~ 
i 

. ~
U!
 
u
n
~
 ..

. c 

I I I I·
 

.. ,
 

U
al

.L
\J.

l.i
.1

 'l
.ai

_!~
 _ _!_

r_
 .. 
iL

tJ
h

l 
&

ht
_.

. 
.. 

' 
a. 

§
lL

 
jr
Ut
Ji
•t
~i
u.
l·
'f
!~
lH
J!
•!
'j
f~
(i
r.
 

· 
~
 

.gt·
Jid

hJI
 1

1 lt"' 1iftlr
~lr.

rl' 1i f
! 

· 
~ 

1 
.fJ

! 
·g

 
£ 

~. 
il'2

js
 I

 
f 

• s
 · .

• ~~
 i}i

 -.~
 

J ~
~~ 

·•~
 · r

t.i
1J

s.l
. ~

 ! 
f~·:~

~~
~i
 .1 

.. · 
1 

· 
a 

1 t 
1!

:~
1·

• 
.. ·r

 
/' 

. 
:: 

.... f
~ 

,.,. 
~ .,

. 
E

 ;
~e 

• 
f;

 r
 

~ 
E£

 
~ 

If
 

I 
f 

. 
~
 

a. 
f 
f ·

:-.· 
S

 •
 · 

1 
' 

~ 
r 

' a
 f 8

'( 
il
l 

t 
I 

. 
fi
'H
II
J-
'I
~l
)H
i•
 ~i

'fl
'na

 :J
[ 
f 

.. ~
. 

J1
iU

a'
1 ffi

iilJ
Hf

, H
Jt 

•:, 
. 

...
 ··

 I
 ... 

rJr
 i

· 
t"
~l
 1

 I 
,•

 

, 
!:

f 
t;

.J
!i

' 
j 

If 
i 

. 
. 

-
~
-
-
.
.
 

I ~
r.
 

f !
;' 
u

r 
. l

 
.. ~

~ 
~~~-~

 
.. 

r 
o 

1 
£:

 
i'
 ...

 
a 

au
,~
~ 

e 
_..

.__
 __

 _..
 

i 
1·

 
:!'

 
::

 t: 
c,

 
~ 
i'
 

cr 1· 1 
. :

.: 
·· 

i 
pa

. 
~
 ~
 

tJ
 

("
t 
~·

 
•. 

. •
 

-
~
 

~
~
~
 

. 
. 

. 
C

J)
 

t&
 

...
,. 

'<
 

. 
• 

• 
r 

: 
. 

1 
1 

"-
l 

...
,. 

...
., 

n 
~
-

: 
. 

t 
"1

 
• 

. 
0

'1
1

 
• 

. 
I
.
 

~
 

~.
..
. 

-
' 

~
0
 

• 
c
t:

S
 

~
'
!
 



- "' ~ ~ ..,· . ·- .. v . . • 

• 
. . 

.. 
·. 

~ ---· ... . . i 
. r 

. · . 
-·- - - . __.., r- -- -

. ·. 

I ... . 

~ ..... --. .. 
.... ~!~~., .......... , 

-
- .. 

-

-. 

i 
! 
I 

' ! 
j 
~ 

f 
t 

1-- The Daily Pioneerj 
Calif .St•te College, I 
~ard . f 

Jiayward,Calif. 

Da.c 11-1 )-69 
c.I&U.I Daily ...... . 
ca ... tou Jf..&dei:-4 · 
'I'IIMI 

Cll I ... -a... a.--. 
a.MAwacoaa-. ·SF 

C]lh&aela_ ...... 

.... ..... 

• 

i 
l 
;. 

I 
' , 
.( 
I 

l 
I 
t 
t 
; 
! 
i 
I 

. 
I 
I 
l 

f 
I 

' l 



( ... ---- -~ - . -',J : ..... . t ~ --· :_ __ :_·_ · ~- -

. f 

I . ~ 
f 

--------------------~~~·~n~tQ~~~-~'~--~~-~--~-~-~-----------------4 

SMC Sets Rally-Today. 
Af"".Cafefefia Agora 
n. Sc.&*m llobilizatJon Can- Theu ~PUten .will ct1aau 

mittet to End the War ill Viet- tho St&adent Strike tblt will be beld 

um will be JPmSOril1: a ral.l¥ tcllnor1ow OD th1a c:ampualftdt!D · 
$oc1a1 It 12 DOOD at the CaCe:eria ..... aarcJl cm s.turdQ No\_-. 
~ The speakers wW include • 1 
Barry D3vid, c:h&innan ol the 1 ember lS ill S. FnDc:iac:o. • , 

:;. Francisco State S).IC, JohD f The SKC llfPI all studera wl» . 
ftod:e. a Cal Stu philosopey l aro ~C&Wt t.be war ID VietDam to 

proles~r. Ed Prwcmps, Chair- llteDd th1l n111 anrtdemoostra. · 

man o1 La Raza llrWSa. aDd Caeyl . tbelr It Jon tbia F.-•• - ' 
Toner, ASB Vice President. .,.,.... ·- ov : 

Two members ol tbe Cal State ~~~ the~~ . ' 

sue will also IPUk. a1orw witb c~em Strik.t • NoYember It, IDII 

Joe Car7, ~ member o1 &be. ~~ &Dd De~!~.!.~-~-~ .. 
Hvwanl Dnet CeQter. . . ........ .-~-llco ._.,_ ____ ._._·.·:.-: 

. . . . . ·.·.·· ·.· ·· . . · · ··.·.-. 
~ ----- - -- - --- -- - .........__, · .,;_-_____ ____ 

I~ -f7'/rf.( .r/7:t 9 
.,., -' 

.. 

. -

S£ARCH£D nwmo 
swum0721JUD an 
~ DEC .1 9 i569 

Rl-SAM FRANCISCO. 

rt-1/;J' -

0 

: 

,. 

(&Miccte.-.e,_., _.,._.....-a_. ........ , 

-
.-
-

• 

~ ' 
-,- The Daily Pioneer_; 
Calif .St•te College, j 
~ard . J 

,Hayward,Cali!'. 

~ 11-1)-69 
&* ..... Daily 
Aa._. 

. 
&a ... Lou Jf~deira 
'l'ltle& 

-c-... ...... . 
a-a. .... ot~&eM SF 

Cl ....... -" ..... 
· · J,.:;;:;~------~--:-.-

.. .. , .... 

. . 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
i • 
' • I 
i 
I 

I 
I 

1 n- vJ! 'rr-~7 
. (p~ ~47 . 

-I 



.· (, . ·-.. .,. . . . ~ ,.. 
• 

. . 
. - . - ' - -·· . 

• • • 

' 
0_.a.1~ . r:Jbl'IUil oen~•7 

*-..ll) ;·~:-.ai..AH G&AJ ~ .. oe-J .., writiaalt)' Ac.a.: 
lla&ot 

-------------~------------------
----

Traa.cri .... ---------

Aa~~-cti.:c .. 
tl)' lar~mucl 

• l~DJ\"!t'UA; .S D~~!C~o\TEO OY •'-" :\:\1"F:!U:in (•) 0:\1.\" A'1"a"~OC::D A \.•r.t="""''~,., 

\"IOW::~n; Oil Rt-:VOU:&IO~ARY ACTlVITIC:S ~·EnE SOT D~SCUSSt:D. 

' 

) _ _) _ . ..: · 
~ . 

(~yf'p;vrltA ·L~ (f.gi:-;tK'H, . 

~Z.A AC-,/#IT ;JI~:- w~lt) 

_, . . ---~:-~ ~- f 
~.-- --- --~ 

I 

• 

fC4"1.C... \J" ,a4 :oo-~~ 147., t ·, . 

• 

• 



-.-

5- . 

·. ': - . - . __ ,. - ~ ~ . _ -:-:_ ~- - ~ - ---~~-=--~~- . ; 
. . .V .. --

.. 

. . 

. . ~.. . . . . . ... . . . . . 
. R.ua Contra La Gue.rra ea ima oqanizacion .• Chlc&Doa, 

Mexicanol, P~erto Riqueoos J otro• Latinos que •• han aaido . 
para luchar contra la Guerra Vietnamita eon lu dem•Ddaa ceo• 
tralel de ~ SAqUEN TODOS HUESTROS CARNAlES DE VIETNAM ARORA' 

•. 

7 "PAREN EL SERVICIO MIUTAR OBLIGATORIO PARA JOV!N!S DE tA UZA. 1 

., 
~· . 

Bltamos or~anizando un contla.sente para la clemoa.tr-=ln 
·~-del aeis de NovlemAlre que aera compueato de rau aolamenta. 

, 

·-.,."':. t· 

·-

' . .. 
I 

.. • 

Habra un llitln de l.ua Contra La Guerra durante 1a Conferen­
cla contra _la auerra de norte California, Octubre 2, para plaoear 
coaeretamente laa maneraa de unir a todoa de la la&a de Bronze 
an la lucha contra la guerra. Si quieren ayudamoa, lleaan al 
cupon abaJo. • 

. . - .. 
llaza Contra La Guerra ia an organization of Chicanos, KUi~· · 

canos • Puerto Riquenoa and other Latinos vbo have uai ted to fight 
around the central deunds of 'BRING ALL TBE CARNALES Bet£ Nai' 
and 'END THE DRAFIIR: OF RAZA YOUTH RCJJ'. 

We are involved in organizing.an inde~ndent all-raza 
·. • I 

contingent for the Nov·eDU>er 6 Demonstrations .against the war 
being sponsored by the National Peace Action Coalition (HPAC) 
and the People'• Coalition for Peace and Justice (PCPJ) • 

. 
There will be a -etlng of R.ua Contra La Guerra after 

the panel at the· Raza Workshop at the October 1-2 lorthem CaU­
Jornia Ant1~War Convention t~ plan vaya of involviaa all Raza 
~rothers and listers -in the contingent. If you~ to help 
ua, please f~ll out the coupon on the bottom of thla abaet • 

. • 

Clip aD4 ..u· to: l'ara Contra X. Guerra/ 50 Oat Street/su l'nact.eo 
Call.torn1a ~102 t'booe: ~-5835 

. . 
JlcDre (!Ue) 
Dlncc~ (~--.-.~,------------------------------------
!'e letoao (Pbooe) 
IDte:reee• e~clale~ ..... -,..:(s=-pe~ci&l~-In~te~re~•~t ..... •)r---------------

• 

• 

... 



. . 
. ~ ... --- - --- ·- -.. ....... 

-La-·c·Raza~~arr~· ... -carr~bT. 
--

. . 

I 

• 

- ... · .. - .. .. 

,~ ..... - .. -......... ., ........ , 

~1 P=cFL~ • 3 wc:u.:> 

o.t.a 
E • ._. 

A•~ 

Ea-. 
Tn~s 

6/26/71 

Itt' -1 J.1f l· S'? 



I 

j , .
 

. 
, ; 

'I 
• 

. 
. 

..... r
lrt•

 
J&

P. 
I 

!ja
 

I 
1t

r 
r 

t 
1 

s .. 
•-

.f
 .. 

ll
 

I 
•t

 
J 

!!I 
~l
r 

.. 
; 

.. 
I 

: 
• .~~

 ...
. 

~. 
I
f
 

l .
..

 

::· ·
 4~•-

df.t
fll.

lllr
dl:.

..:.
.Jih

.!t_
dl_~

.lf_
 ,tU

I~l
r!l

~~:
,,h

 :a!
.: i

.1 
,_

 : 
·•

 
:t. 
il
fJ
l~
fi
bJ
!f
lh
~t
t,
~a
 ~:; 

i :
 

. . 
. ~

~ 
!Jt

ol I
ll 

·t•
 I

:~·:
: 

t 
I 

B
 p 

.. 
I 

•.
 

( 
'I '

K 
'. 

. 
.I 

' 
I r

 ; ~:
 • v:

 
: ~. 

fll
 '. r

 
[ ~

 
-~} a

 . 
.~. ·

~!;· 
; . 

, 
ft

 
1!1

 .
. 

' 
I 

·"
' 
~
 

'I';
Q

I'.j
 

· 
· 

· 
tlr

&
.h

el
dl

 I 
e_;

:JI
!'~

(~'
 ~,

 ~
· ':

 
· 

~ 
a.}

ilj
j~~

~-·-
--;

···
(i.a

k 
···~~

(·I· i
. 

l'
Ji

tl
 IJ

I .
. ~~

~~
-~
 r

r(~
,l·

::
. 

} J
~"!

« 
~
 

.i 
. 

r 
e 
~ ~

 
r 

f 
.. 

r 1
• 

J 
\~
' 

,': '·
 

. ,:
 , 

if
 

. 

r 
~ r

 
~ 

1 
f 

a.
 l

i .
. f, ~ I

 
I 

. . .
 

'... 
. . .

 ..,
 . .

 ,.
 

I 

.· ii
 . 

Il
l I

iI
,.

 w
tiJ

a. 
• I

 itl.
lfr

 I!
 
li

tr
~n

J 
l;·;

t.f:
:/ 

. 
.· .

 
I;:

 

, rli
m:~

.~ l:
t~ i1

 h
 ~i:il

h::I
iiiU

!i!~
rHJ:

rii·
;i:r

;l·.
 

· . 
.ii-

! 
-
.

. 
-

-
. 

..~
 -

• 
. 
.
.
.
 

. 
• 

11 
• 

• 
• 

••
 

0 
.. .

 ~
 ·-·

-...
.. -·

 ...
....

.....
....

 ~
.
.
 . ... 

. -
· O

·o·
·-

l. .
 

r 
. 

. 
, 

. 
• 

. 
. . .

 
0';

 •, 
. ' 

~. 
i 

• 
• 

I 
l 
..

 
. 

I:
: 



' 
,_) 

.._.a ... -. .. .._. .... _. . 

.. . 

• 

. ·- . 

) 

,~ ....... -. .. --.......... .,.~ ..... , 

- • • y • • JiEW YORJC 

Cll I lift -c .......... . 
a.a.a .... o.._ S.P. 
o ..... .._ ...... 

• 
l 

t , , 



The Drums of War 
Beware the leader who bangs the drums of war in order to whip the 
citizenry into a patriotic fervor, ·for patriotism is indeed a double-edged 
sword. It both emboldens the blood, just as it narrows the mind. 

And when the drums of war have reached a fever pitch and the blood 
boils with hate and the mind has closed, the leader will have not need in 
seizing the rights of the citizenry. Rather, the citizenry, infused with fear 
and blinded by patriotism, will offer up all of their rights unto the leader 
and gladly so. 

How do I know? For this is what I have done. And I am Caesar. 

Julius Caesar 



After copying and mailing the last materials to you, I found three other items that 
I had meant to copy and send. I am not sure if these items were listed in the brief 
inventory sent )IOU. If I wrote the inventory and did not send the materials, then the 
inventory may confuse you a little. Sorry. 

The first copy is an FBI clipping from The Militant, 12/26/69; see the anti­
Vietnam war reference. This copy is initialed by Mr.Wannall. The other two items are 
from the San Francisco FBI field office, one a cover sheet to an early-August 1970 
report; note the references to file captions and numbers and the seeming confusion about 
a "Chicano" and "La Raza" moratorium. The last item is a leaflet that shows the 
groundwork activity that was going on in San Francisco before August 29. I assume that 
the various FBI field offices that were recipients of the kind of reports that I sent you in 
the last packet opened files under the Moratorium file caption[s] and monitored all 
related activity. 

I retrieve several more files from where they are being copied and should be able 
to review them and send additional material by early next week. 
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Ncit'l ChiCano conference_\ 
is planned ·for next March 

By ORRIN BROWN 
DENVER- Rodolfo "Corky" Gonza­

lez, head of the Denver Crusade for 
Justice, announced plans this week for 
a Chicano gathering in Denver to begin 
the last week in March.- According to 
Gonzalez, the gathering will be a "Chi­
cano Congress" which will take up plans 
"to form our own political party and 
make plans for convening our own na­
tion of Aztlan." 

Gonzalez says he expects delegates 
representing Chicano organizations 
throughout the country to attend the 
gathering. Invitations will also be sent 
to Puerto Rican organizations in the 
East. 

The gathering is the outcome of ac­
tivities which began at the first Chicano 
youth conference held here last March 
when the Plan Espiritual De Aztlan, 
a program for liberation of the Chi­
cano people, was drawn up. The plan 
outlines basic principles underlying the 
Chicano movement including Chicano 
control of the Chicano community, com­
munity self-defense and independent po­
litical action. 

The planned Congress will work to­
ward implementing these principles. A 
Chicano Congress is necessary, Gon­
zalez said, because "we . are not repre­
sented In the one in Washington. The 
two parties are the same animal with 
two heads that feeds from the same 
trough." 

Gonzalez described the Congress as a 
gathering where decisions could be 
made which affect the Chicano people. "-.:-_--

One of the issues to be taken up by 
the Congress will be to decide whether 
Chicano youth should fight in the cur­
rent war being waged by the govern­
ment in Washington. 

At a talk to Chicano students at Colo­
rado College where plans were first 
announced, Gonzalez projected the per­
spective of retaking a large area of the 
Southwest and renaming it Aztlan, "the 
name originally given to this land by 
the Indians." 

Gonzalez says that the Chicano move­
ment today is the beginnings of the 
fourth revolution. The first three have 
already taken place in Mexico. 

Representatives from more than 20 
Chicano organizations attended a Chi­
cano conference in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Nov. 29-30. 

According to an article in the Dec. 6 
issue of El Grito Del Norte, the pur­
pose of the conference was to improve 
communications between Raza groups. 

The final speaker at the conference 
cJ:..as Rodolfo "Corky" Gonzalez of the 

Crusade for.J~~in Denver. He told 
rne gathering, "We have to start think­
ing of ourselves as a nation." Em­
phasizing the need for community con­
trol, he said, "This is a colonized state. 
Texans come here and take out the tim­
ber. Our sweat is paying for all these 
businesses- we must take our share. 
And if we are not allowed to take our 
share, then we must become a nation 
within a nation. We need to take over 
our communities, de-annexate fJ)em" .~ 
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x COBKI GONZALES--Colorado Qlail"'llo.n, La Haza Un1da Part7 • 
~ROBERTO ELIAS--National La Baza Moratorium COmmittee. 
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Chic~os y IAtinos que est& organizando 
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ta.dos Unidoa, ~ de laa be.jaa en Viet.n:sa 

[l Raza. lA Guerra en Vietna.a ea en verda4 

aol.&mente uca guerra ccm tra loa Vietna.meaea, 

uoa guerra cootra ~za tambien. 

ftaza Cootra Lt. Guerra 1a • ~ · 

Chicano and Iatino o.nt:1-w.r ar.p.n.taatlao 
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. . 
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Chicano Moratorium History Draft (about the draft, ha!) 

The chicano anti Vietnam war movement that grew into the Chicano Moratorium demonstrations of 1969-
1971 got its first major impetus when the UCLA Mecha chapter mobilized a protest demonstration in front 
of the downtown Los Angeles draft center on South Broadway near Olympic Blvd on September 16, 1969. 
The demonstration was in support of former member Rosalio Munoz who refused induction that day 
accusing the draft system of discrimination against Chicanos. Over 100 demonstrators were on band to 
support the stand of Munoz, who had graduated from UCLA in June of 1969 after having served as the first 
Chicano Student Body President of UCLA. Munoz had been ordered to report for induction that 
September 16, which was also the anniversary of the declaration of Mexican independence from Spain 

The protest drew on a study by professor /activist Ralph Guzman which showed the percentage of Spanish 
surnamed casualties in the Vietnam war were nearly twice the percentage of Spanish surnamed people in 
the population. In a statement made in front of the draft center that day Munoz said that the 
disproportionate death rate was a form of genocide resulting from discriminatory draft laws and other 
forms of institutional racism in the political, educational, law enforcement, social services, and employment 
practices. He called for draft deferments for "all Chicano youth who serve our people" and for the 
government to provide "the money and support that would make such work meaningful in social political 
and economic terms." 

Munoz' statement was read at Chicano movement celebrations at in other locations like Denver Colorado 
and Albuquerque New Mexico. The demonstration got major print & electronic coverage in Los Angeles, 
and was put on the Associated Press bulletin for the day which was printed by several papers across the 
country. 

The demo was the launching of an effort to build an "antiwar anti draft current" in the growing Chicano 
movement to encourage Mexican Americans to find ways to stop being cannon fodder for an "unjust war". 
Leading the effort were Munoz and close associate Ramses Noriega a painter and organizer who was a 
graduate student in fine arts at UCLA and had worked as an organizer for the United Farm Workers. 

In October Munoz quit his job as a recruiter for the Clarmont Colleges to work full time to antiwar 
/antidraft work within the Chicano movementis cause. He was given office space at the Euclid Community 
Center, directed by Rev Antonio Hernandez a staff person for the Congress of Mexican American Unity 
and umbrella group for Mexican American groups and agencies in the greater Los Angeles area. 

TURNING POINT 

The turning point in the Chicano anti war work was the November 14 national moratriums against the war 
in Vietnam held in San Francisco and Washington D.C. Between 500,000 to 1 million Americans 
demonstrated against the war that day. Among them were thousands of Chicanos. Chicano leaders Rodofo 
Corky Gonzalez of the Denver based Crusade for Justice, Dolores Huerta of the United Farmworkers, Abe 
Tapia of Mexican American Political Association, and draft resistor Munoz spoke at the San Franciso 
protest. 

Munoz remembers "when we saw the coverage of the event we saw a native American chief in traditional 
garb, Black Panther David Hilliard, and antiwar Republican Senator Wayne Morse featured, we Chicanos 
were invisible". Munoz adds "we realized that we helped build opposition to the war which resulted in 
more mainstream American youth to find ways to refuse to fight in an unjust war, leaving the draft boards 
to fill their quotas with more minorities and the poor. It was clear to us we needed affirmative action on the 
issue, a peace movement for the barrios". On November 18 at a protest in front of the downtown L.A. 



induction center Ramses Noriega told the L.A. Times (quoted Nov. 19) "we are talking of holding a Chicano 
moratorium. Independently the Los Angeles based Brown Berets had also decided to take action on the 
Vietnam issue. A few days later a committee was formed to organize a Chicano Moratorium in East Los 
Angeles. Brown Beret leader David Sanchez and Noriega helped lead the meeting. A demonstration was 
planned for Dec 20. 

Meanwhile Munoz was carrying the Chicano antiwar message nationwide. On November 20-22 Munoz led 
an antiwar workshop at a church funded national conference of Chicano organizations, activists and 
leaders from around the country. The conference was held in Kansas City, Kansas and was convened by 
Presbyterian Minister, a score of chicano activists from around the country signed up to work with Munoz 
for future anti/war anti draft work. Among them was Los Angeles activist Bob Elias who committed to 
working with Munoz full time. The two both planned to attend a New Mexico wide Chicano conference the 
following week, While Munoz traveled to Tucson and back to Los Angeles to continue organizing, Elias 
agreed to make contact with Corky Gonzalez to enlist the Crusade for Justices support of the budding 
Chicano antiwar 

At the Nov 28 New Mexico Conference Munoz announce that a national Chicano meeting to plan antiwar 
anti draft actions was to be held at the Denver Crusade for Justice on December 6-8. In between trips 
Munoz attended the 2nd meeting of the committee organizing the Dec 20 Chicano Moratorium in East L.A. 

At the Denver meeting delegates from Texas, New Mexico, Northern & Southern California, Chicago and 
Colorado attended. Support for the Dec 20 L.A. moratorium was approved. 



In 1989, concerned Chicanos realized that this miscarriage of justice, this heroic and tragic event in 
Chicano history must not be allowed to lapse into oblivion; that the memory of its noble and empowering 
mission, the establishment's racist repression of the event, the thousands of Chicanos who traveled far and 
wide to participate in the event, and the racist establishment's brutal attack and murder of Chicanos 
engaged in the lawful, peaceful, and joyful exercise of their First Amendment Rights must be kept alive for 
generations to come. 

To achieve this end, Chicanos founded the National Chicano Moratorium Committee (NCMC) and 
immediately moved to organize an Aztlan-wide mobilization of Chicanos for the purpose of 
commemorating the 20th anniversary of the August 29th, 1970 National Chicano Moratorium in East Los 
Angeles. We must recognize and applaud the Chicanos involved in this initiative, for their foresight and 
planning brought about a mobilization of raza unseen since the protest marches and rallies of the late 
sixties and early seventies. To wit, August 25, 1990 saw some 8,000 Chicanos mass together in East L.A. to 
commemorate the 1970 Chicano Moratorium, the marchers proudly following the route to Salazar Park 
taken by the original marchers. 

The Chicano Movement of the sixties and seventies evolved from numerous social and political revolts 
originating in Chicano barrios across the nation. The problems these communities faced had deep historical 
roots; a history during which Chicanos were victimized by a virulent form of Nazi-like racism that 
characterized Mexican Americans as a mixed-blood and thereby inferior race; a savage race given to 
laziness, filthiness, lechery, drunkenness, revelry, thievery, and a belief in the infallibility of the Pope. 

Unfortunately, this demeaning stereotype is deeply rooted in the Euro-American psyche; its origins can be 
traced to a patchwork of impressions noted down by alien Anglos with a strong appetite for Mexican land. 
Then as now, it takes little time for immigrants who come to America from every continent and island of 
the world to become indoctrinated to this insulting caricature of Americans of Mexican descent. What is 
amazing about this stereotype is its archetypal endurance in the psyches of several generations of 
Americans. My mother once told me that "everybody needs a dog to kick." It seems that in America we are 
that dog. How else can one explain or justify the history of racist abuse suffered by Chicanos in the United 
States of America? Our poverty, our low income households, our low-wage labor, our substandard 
education, and social services; the police abuse inflicted on members of our communities; the violations of 
our civil rights by elected or appointed public officials E these are the products of a racist establishment 
that has mustered all its might to keep us in our place. 

Mexican Americans born in the thirties reached full maturity in the sixties, at the dawning of the Age of 
Media. It was an age rife with social, political, and cultural movements across the length and breadth of the 
nation. An age when media sage, Marshall McCiuhan, the father of modern communications, wrote the 
immortal words, "The medium is the message." Considering the current state of media influence on our 
lives, I think it's safe to say that the medium is now the media. 

Today, our world's become the lap dog of media power. Save for the influence of our familias, no other 
force has impacted our lives like the media; it envelops us like an electronic membrane. As independent 
Mexican American revolts coalesced in the Chicano Movement throughout America, the Media fell upon us 
in all its habits, print, radio, and television, and main-frame computers. Although a large majority of 
Chicano activists sought to redress grievances and bring about institutional changes beneficial to Chicanos 
by working within the system, that is, through the exercise of rights and freedoms guaranteed to all 
Americans by the Consitution and Bill of Rights, the "Movement" attracted Chicano individuals and 
groups with diverse political and cultural agendas, including liberal intellectuals, poets, visual artists, 
taggers, lawyers, budding politicians, centrists, Maoists, Che disciples, indigenists, and angry, unforgiving 
separatists ready to resort to violence to accomplish their ends. Needless to say, media focus on the radical 



elements of the "Movement" was tantamount to inviting federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies 
to infiltrate the "Movement" and hound some of its more vocal or active members. 

From 1965, the year Cesar Chavez and the National Farmworkers Association (NFWA) led a strike of 
California grape-pickers to demand higher wages and encouraged all Americans to boycott table grapes as 
a show of support, on through the high school "Blowouts of 1968; the incarceration of the "East L.A. 13 by 
L.A. District Attorney, Evelle Younger, on the ludicrous charge of conspiring to commit a misdemeanor, a 
felony; the protest demonstrations at the L.A. County Jail, where the "East L.A. 13" were incarcerated; the 
protest demonstration at Parker Center and the march and rally at Olvera Street; the legal battles at the 
L.A. County Courthouse; Zeta's challenge against the jurisdictional power of the L.A. County Grand Jury 
on the grounds of its discriminatory selection and unrepresentative character of the Superior court judges 
who refused to inquire into the alleged criminal conduct of the "East L.A. 13"; the Chicano confrontation 
of the Catholic Church: Chicano activists admonishing the Church to ally itself with the Chicano 
community in resisting the discrimination and exploitation practiced against them by a racist 
establishment; and the Chicano Moratorium of 1970, a massive effort by Chicanos across the nation to 
bring an end to the horrific bloodletting and death of American soldiers in Viet Nam--an inordinate 
number of whom were Chicanos. 

The Chicano Movement was not exclusively a political movement as revisionist writers of recent vintage 
have tried to characterize it. It was a collective catharsis driven by five hundred years of racist abuse and 
repression; a chronicle of suffering and despair so vile that some of us have unconsciously grown numb to 
it, while others of us have consciously played dumb to the havoc it's wreaked on our spirits and souls. Yet, 
the memory of this vile history has imposed itself in every cell and fiber of our being; a memory so vast that 
even the collective unconscious has yet to show it can contain it. The Chicano Movement was merely a 
servant of its premonitions, the catalyst that freed its pent up energy, the warrior spirit that pulled the plug 
on our collective unconscious, releasing to the world a thunderbolt infused with the anger, tears, love, 
kinship, courage, purpose, unity, organization, leadership, creativity, and pride of our people; a bolt of 
lightning that's lit up our precious homeland while America sleeps and the world wonders. 

From its onset, the Chicano Movement encompassed a cultural phenomenon that, in my opinion, has gotten 
short documentary shrift in the public record. In fact, the explosion of visual, literary, and performance art 
permeated, accompanied, and gave powerful expression to the "Movement's" goal of achieving political, 
social, and cultural justice for Chicanos. Not since the the muralist movement of the Mexican Revolution 
had art served the political, social, and cultural needs of a community as powerfully as the art of the 
Chicano Movement. For what happened in Los Angeles was a microcosm of what was happening in cities 
and barrios of America. Media coverage of the "Movement" brought national and global attention to the 
plight, latent power, and creative ability of Americans of Mexican descent. 

Nor has the energy released by the Chicano Movement disappeared in a time warp. That energy is alive and 
viable in the collective unconscious of every single one of us. Today a new generation of Chicanos is 
assuming the mantle of power generated by the Chicano Movement. A generation whose time has come to 
shepherd that power. A power fueled by our collective memory, encompassing all the fundamental truths 
(positive or negative) veiled by the contradictions accompanying our journey across the landscape of 
history. Our ancestral memory knows no boundries. Nothing less than a truthful account of our history 
must inform our ancestral memory. Nor does our ancestral memory recognize political borders. We do not 
dump our ancestral memory at the border simply because we exchange political allegiances. Politics is 
certainly an important aspect of our ancestral memory but our memory is a vast repository knowledge and 
wisdom that is vital to our spiritual and psychological well-being. Without that knowledge we grow 
muddled and contentious about our identity. Without this knowledge, we grow weak and vulnerable and 
much easier to expoit by people who would do us harm. We elders understand that it is our duty to pass on 



The National Chicano Moratorium, which was scheduled to take place in East Los Angeles' Laguna Park 
on August 29, 1970, was a massive protest against the legality and excesses of the Viet Nam War; a war 
Chicanos and Americans across the nation saw as an illegal and senseless war against the Vietnamese 
people. While many Chicanos shared this view, they were particularly incensed by the fact that Chicano 
Gis in Viet Nam were dying in obscene numbers relative to their size in national population, representing 
more than 20% of the casualties while making up only 6% of the American population. Ironically, while 
Chicano Gis were sacrificing life and limb in the steamy jungles of Viet Nam, their families in America 
continued to be treated like second-class citizens. This was a bitter pill to swallow--the more so because the 
National Chicano Moratorium never really got off the ground. 

An incident at a nearby liquor store outside Laguna Park was the slim pretext the Los Angeles County 
Sheriffs needed to justify their marching lockstep into the park, black batons at the ready, to begin 
breaking up what up to that moment had been a crucial, yet, in typical Chicano fashion, a festive, family 
oriented affair. Until that riotous point in time, the hopes and aspirations inspired by the Chicano 
Movement, which sought a redress of grievances that had been suffocating in our memories for nearly a 
century-and-a-half: the freedom to exercise our right of self-determination; the right to identify ourselves 
according to principles of faith and historical truths that we as a people deem valid; and the right to 
confront and wrest away from a long-standing racist establishment our fair share of political, social, 
educational, economic, and cultural power, an agenda that bad rocketed our spirits to an apogee of 
expectations unrivaled in Chicano history E an agenda momentarily interrupted by the police overkill at 
Laguna Park. 

On that fateful day, the warriors amongst us, that is, the men, women, and children armed only with picket 
signs, magazines, flyers, purses, bottles, fists, and feet gallantly withstood the brutal onslaught of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriffs, fiercely resisting this unprovoked attack against our First Amendment right of 
free speech and our right to peaceably assemble and petition the government for a redress of grievances, 
but as police reinforcements from surrounding municipalities or jurisdictions streamed into the battle zone 
with sirens blaring, those who weren't beaten into submission or arrested had little alternative but to 
scatter helter-skelter from the melee, joining the stampede of thousands of shocked, angry, and outraged 
Chicano anti-VietNam War protestors. 

At day's end on August 29, 1970, an estimated 30,000 Chicano souls-great numbers of whom had traveled 
to East Los Angeles from cities and barrios across the nation were gone; only the debris of those victimized 
by the police riot lay strewn on the park green E a haunting reminder of the foul blow struck against 
Chicano liberation and empowerment, the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights, and American democracy-­
along with torched and overturned police cars; smashed storefront windows; burning buildings on Whittier 
Boulevard; unjust arrests; hundreds of injured Chicanos; and the tragic deaths of three Chicano patriots: 
Lyn Ward, Brown Beret: Angel Diaz, and journalist, Ruben Salazar. The smoke plumes rising from the 
embattled ruins of our peaceful moratorium on the Viet Nam War signaling the people of Southern 
California that disaster had once again befallen East Los Angeles. This was indeed E a bitter pill to 
swallow--but, not an uncommon experience for Chicanos. 

In the weeks that followed, outraged Chicanos rallied again, this time organizing a march to commemorate 
the untimely deaths of Ruben Salazar, Angel Diaz, and Lyn Ward, while unleashing a passionate campaign 
to change the name of Laguna Park to Salazar Park. Ruben Salazar was, of course, the Chicano journalist 
whose assignment it was to cover the Chicano Moratorium at Laguna Park. Irony of ironies, little did he 
know that while he was quaffing a beer at the Silver Dollar Bar--taking a brief respite from an event of 
hope, empowerment, and joy suddenly turned violent, shocking, and tragic--that a Sherifrs ill-intended 
missile would snuff out his life and that Laguna Park, the site of this seminal event in Chicano history 
would be named after him. 



to the next generation our witness, experience, knowledge, and wisdom of what it has meant to be Chicano 
in our generation. 

Mas Caras/Aztlannet.com has understood for a long time that the various fronts of the Chicano Movement 
shared one important idea, the social, political, and cultural empowerment of our people. The pursuit of 
empowerment was a powerful unifying principle in the sixties and we at Mas Caras/Aztlannet.com believe 
we should make it our rallying cry in the present day. While we applaud the accomplishments of educated 
professionals and gifted lay-persons, their feats are dwarfed by the poverty and suffering of a majority of 
our people. Gregory Rodriguez informed us in a recent article published in the Opinion Section of the 
Sunday Edition of the L.A. Times, of the failure of educated Chicano professionals and gifted lay-persons to 
build powerful and enduring human service institutions in our community; foundations or nonprofit 
organizations fully capable of addressing the needs of Chicanos today. 

While I generally disagree with most of Rodriguez's revisionist babble on Chicanismo, it's obvious, with 
notable exceptions, that Chicano professionals and gifted lay-persons have generally turned right and 
browned-out in Chicano middleclass enclaves or white-washed their mongoloid spots in ex-burbs to gain the 
consolation prize of acceptance as creatures of a "different" stripe than barrio rabble from whence they 
came. Still, if our hearts are better for a remedy of our own, we must forgive their errant ways and welcome 
a change of heart, and whatever skills or know-how they can contribute in helping us build permanent 
public organizations dedicated to the empowerment of our people. 

Beginning with the Chicano Moratorium of August 29, 2002, Mas Caras/Aztlannet.com. and its friends plan 
to celebrate the personal achievements of individuals, organizations, and seminal historical events. Mas 
Caras is a 501 (c) (3) Private Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation dedicated to promoting, supporting, and 
showcasing Chicano arts and letters. We are not a political organization, per se, but we strongly believe that 
arts and letters should serve both an individual's fancy and the political, social, and cultural needs of the 
community. Mas Caras/Aztlannet.com was founded in the belief that art empowers individuals as well as 
communities. This year, Mas Caras/Aztlannet.com is collaborating with a consortium of individuals and 
groups to commemorate the 2002 Chicano Moratorium in Highland Park. The event will present all of us 
the opportunity to celebrate a seminal event in the rise to power of our people and an exposition of the arts 
or cultural achievements of our people. 



National Chicano Moratorium 

August 25, 1990 East los Angeles Califas, Aztlan 
COMMEMORATING AUGUST 29, 1970 

20 years of struggle toward 
Chicano Mexicano Self-detennination 

Official Program 



Compai'i.eros y compai'i.eras 

Those serious about Raza liberation must draw several lessons from the events 
surrounding the August 29, 1970 National Chicano Moratorium and the work that 
was previously done, including: 

1. U.S. "democracy" is a farce limited to token opposition. The state will use 
whatever means necessary to destroy any opposition, real or imagined. 

2. The movement needs a strong and disciplined organization that can withstand an 
all-out military /police attack. 

3. We must be on constant guard against police infiltration. This calls for security­
conscious, centralized formation willing to struggle against those who would 
idealistically call for an "open" organization. 

4. All social movements are based on the concrete conditions of any given period of 
time. Thus it was the anti-colonial struggles of oppressed people throughout the 
world that forced white people to become radicals. The sudden "unity" of white 
people with oppressed nations here in the belly of the beast (U.S.) was a response to 
the realities ofVietnam. Therefore, all strategies and tactics must be based on 
scientific examination of the situation in which our movement presently finds itself. 

5. The European colonial system, through a whole gamut of tricks, uses 
opportunists and sellouts found within our population to destroy the legitimate 
forces of self-determination. 

The object of this year's march and rally is not to simply commemorate an historical 
event, but most importantly, to draw attention to the actual conditions and 
situations facing the overwhelming majority ofnuestra Raza. Relatively speaking, 
conditions confronting La Raza are worse than they were 20 years ago, as 
newspapers or a ride through the barrio will confirm. 

The 1990 National Chicano Moratorium Committee members and myself call upon 
all Raza to put aside differences and place the defense of our community first. Let 
us join together in forging a more unified and stronger Movimiento through 
participation in the 20th Commemoration of the National Chicano Moratorium and 
beyond. 

jSI SE PUEDE! 

fi 
Emesto Bustill.......____..-
National Coordinator · 

Hay quienes quieren hacernos creer que las cosas han mejorado 
mucho para nuestra gente. 

Pero no es cierto-porque nuestros huos aun no tienen un 
presente y un futuro libres de injusicia y discriminaci6n. Hay que 

seguir luchando, porque Ia union si hace Ia fuerza! 

En solidaridad, 

CIWA 
ASOCIACION DE TRABAJADORES INMIGRANTES DE CAUFORNIA 

AFL-CIO 
(213) 738-8000 

UNION DEL BARRIO 

"Ni los eceptfcos, ni los apatfcos detendran la revoluci6n 
chicana, que avanza hada los nuevas amaneceres donde 
las nueves y viejes geneaciones de nuestra raza caminara 

por la alamedor liberador de Aztlan." 

POR LA UNlOAD Y LIBERACION DE NUESTRA RAZA 
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On August 25, 1990, Raza from Aztlan 
and elsewhere will hold a march and rally in 
East Los Angeles to commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the Chicano Moratorium. 
Marching along the same route followed by 
Raza in 1970, we will end our march and 
begin our rally in Salazar Park. Salazar Park 
(formerly Laguna Park) was renamed after 
the first moratorium on August 29, 1970 
when over 20,000 Chicanos, marching in 
defense of their rights and to demand an 
end to the U.S. Imperialist war in Vietnam 
were brutally attacked by more than 1,000 
Los Angeles police and sheriffs. Countless 
people were injured, hundreds were 
arrested and three Mexicanos died-Angel 
Diaz, Lynn Ward and journalist Ruben 
Salazar (for whom the park is now named). 

August 29, 1970 occurred during a 
period when revolution was strong and 
struggles were going on world-wide. In 

Beginning of the march, Beverly Blvd., August 29, 1970. 

Africa, Asia and Latin America, people were 
engaged in wars of liberation. The heroes of 
the time includes Mao Tse-tung, Ho Chi 
Minh, Che Guevara, Patrice Lumumba, 
Fidel Castro and Frantz Fanon. 

The Vietnam War brought the reality of 
"death for no just reason" home, causing the 
"radicalization" of a large sector of young 
white America. The Vietnam War gave birth 
to the "new Left" peace movement and the 
"counter-culture" hippie movement. 

At the same time, the massive rebellion 
of the African (Black) people educated and 
inspired other oppressed peoples to look 
toward what was needed to end their own 
oppression. Most notably, the Black Panther 
Party played a critical vanguard not only for 
African people, but for all who were 
struggling against oppression and toward 
self-determination. 

During this period, the Chicano 
Movement and the American Indian 
Movement (AJM) had reached an intense 
level of struggle. Close to 100 AIM 
members were killed by federal agents in 
struggles throughout reservations (concen­
tration camps) in occupied America. The 
Alianza, under the leadership of Reis 
Tijerina, was under attack by U.S. Military 
forces, who went so far as to use tanks in 
their efforts of destruction in Nuevo Mexico. 
In South Texas, La Raza Unida Party (under 
the leadership of organizers such as Angel 
Gutierrez, Ramsey Muniz, Vicente 
Carranza, and others) was gaining political 
power in several towns, as well as estab­
lishing chapters throughout Aztlan, running 

candidates for office and providing Raza 
with an alternative to the gringo-colonial 
political parties. In Colorado, the Crusade 
for Justice (led by Rodolfo "Corky" Gonzales 
and others) was advancing revolutionary 
nationalism and was viciously attacked by 
the pigs in which members were killed, 
injured and arrested after several 
confrontations. In California the Brown 
Berets (under such key figures as David 
Sanchez, Carlos Montes and David Rico) 
had established units in over 30 cities in 
other parts of Aztlan and as far east as 
Chicago, Detroit and Kansas City, with a 
combined membership of over 5,000. The 

farm worker struggle, under the United 
Farm Workers (UFW) leadership of Cesar 
Chavez and Dolores Huerta, had organized 
thousands of workers and raised the 
consciousness of Mexicans to their working 
class roots; literally hundreds of Chicano 
youth joined the UFW as community and 
field organizers. MEChA and Chicano 
Studies programs were organized at every 
college where Raza could be found; in many 
campuses Raza students were participating 
in sit-ins and walk-outs, demanding quality 
and relevant education. Hundreds of 
"underground" Chicano publications easily 
reaching 70,000 copies per month were being 

~~u~rUNta rE~~s 
vlv LA RAZA UN/IJA ~ 

Members of La Raza Unidafrom San Antonio, Texas. 



"] ust Married" couple join La Raza in the march. 

"Gavernment can't give us anything 
without depriving us of something else. 

Henry Hazlitt in The Freeman 

circulated, with La Raza being of particular 
influence and quality. 

The politics of this period were based 
on self-determination and self-reliance 
centered around attempts by our movement 
to build independent institutions that would 
compete with the racist, gringo-controlled 
social, political and economic institutions. 
This led to the establishment of independent 
political organizations (LRUP), economic 
institutions (UFW, food co-ops, credit 
unions, etc.) and social institutions (Escuela 
Tiatelolco, centros culturales, Chicano Press 
Association, etc.) 

This line of thinking can perhaps be 
best summed up by this quote from La Raza 
(Vol. 1, #5, 1970): 

"The schools still remain alien to our children. 
Their mothers and fathers continue to be 
exploited by their bosses, the local markets, 
the car lots, the department stores and the 
multitude of other businesses they are forced 
to deal with in the barrio. And they continue 
to get harassed and arrested by the police. 
They see the poverty programs and question 
of what relevance are they, other than to 
provide good salaries to a lot of individuals 
who proceed forth with programs of 
pacification, wait until next year, and hope 
in the Ford Foundation to solve all the 
community'sproblems. And at the slightest 
hint that their funding sources give that 
they are too community involved, they 
proceed to develop meaningless programs 
which will ensure the perpetuation of their 
incomes ... Nevermind the factthat the police 
are murdering your people, or that a family 
on welfare receiving 22 cents per meal is 
made to feel like thieves, or the sweeps of the 
Immigration Department through our 
barrios .. . This, coupled with the inability to 
drive down Whittier Boulevard without 
being stopped by the police, your car torn 
apart, insulted ... a crack on the head, and 
charge of resisting arrest, has led many to 
believe that change will not be brought about 
through submission of proposals to Father 
Ford or Rockefeller, but only through violent 
confrontations with the system and its army 
of oppressors, the law enforcement agencies." 

This growing movement toward 
Chicano Mexicano liberation gave birth to 
the National Chicano Moratorium 
Committee (NCMC) in 1969. Conscious of 
the illegal and brutal colonial war in 
Vietnam and angry at the continuing 
oppression of Raza here at home, the 

CHICANO 
POWER! 

National Moratorium Committee called for 
a national campaign of anti-war events 
which would culminate in a massive 
demonstration in East Los Angeles, home to 
over 3 million Chicano Mexicanos. 

Again to get a real feel for what Raza 
were thinking, we quote from a publication 
of that period, La Causa (political organ of 
the National Brown Berets, 2/28/70): 

" ... the Vietnamese who have had a long 
history of resisting external aggression by 
their many would-be conquerors, have 
turned the tables on the crumbling puto 
western civilization and it is only a matter of 
time before they free their land of the gabacho 
invader. Let us learn from their example 
that to resist is to survive a free man and to 
submit is to be a puto and thus a slave. 
DARETOSTRUGGLE,DARETOWIN­
jHASTA LA VICTORIA SIEMPRE! 

Protestors display signs against draft for Vietnam. 

Viva La Raza. 

The NCMC was not only attempting to 
organize the largest anti-colonial demon­
stration of Chicano Mexicanos ever to be 
held, but by recruiting the most committed 
and politically advanced militants of the 
movement, was laying the foundation for a 
truly national organization which would be 
the vanguard our struggle needed. The 
United States government could not allow 
this to happen and had, in fact, established 
through the FBI the Counter Intelligence 
Program (Cointelpro) designed to destroy 
all movements arising out of the oppressed 
peoples within the country. 

Months before the scheduled August 
1970 march, police began a campaign to 
destroy the NCMC. Twice in November 



1969, the "Special Operations Conspiracy 
Squad" of the L.A. Police Department had 
raided the offices of the NCMC, arresting 
members and destroying files and 
equipment. Also, the police had infiltrated 
the NCMC by planting the informant, Frank 
Martinez, within the organization. After 
spreading "rumors" and slanders, agent 
Martinez was able to oust Rosalie Mu:fi.oz 
and place himself in the leadership position. 
(The final chapter on the role that infiltrators 
such as F. Martinez and Manny Lopez who 
infiltrated the San Diego Berets, played 
during this period has yet to be written). 
Therefore, in retrospect, our analysis shows 
that the violent attack against the 1970 
Chicano Moratorium should have come as 
no surprise. 

On December 2, 1989, as a result of a 
nation-wide call by La Raza Unida Party 
and Union del Barrio, an historical event 
took place-the 1990 National Chicano 
Moratorium Committee (NCMC) was 
formed. The NCMC presently has two 
objectives: to insure a truly "national" 
commemoration and to continue working 
after the commemoration in building the 
necessary organization our movement 
desperately needs. The hundreds Qf 
activists currently working on the 20th 
Commemoration are convinced that a 
successful organization of this event will 
lead to a new era of struggle centered 
around community-based, self­
determination politics and would bring 
about a more active and unified movement, 
serving as a turning point in the nature of 
politics of this present period of struggle. 

Another chapter of La Raza Unidafrom El Paso, Texas. 

The objective of this year's march and 
rally is not to simply commemorate an 
historical event, but more importantly, to 
draw attention to the actual conditions and 
situation facing the overwhelming majority 
of nuestra Raza. Conditions confronting La 
Raza are worst than they were 20 years ago 
while the ability of the movement to defend 
Raza rights is presently extremely limited 
and in most areas of the U.S. no such 
organization exists! 

We have witnessed the elimination of 
Chicano Studies (especially at the high 
school level); attacks on bilingual education 
with "English Only" laws; the most brutal 
and racist migra raids; ever-increasing police 
terror; klan/ skinhead attacks against La 
Raza; the most degrading and low quality 

service given to Raza at Arab and gringo 
stores; young Raza full of self-hatred killing 
each other in barrio violence; over 50% high 
school "pushout" rates which have 
designated whole generations of Mexicans 
to menial, low-paying, slave labor; growing 
prison population in which 1 out of 8 
Mexicans is under some form of police 
control (jail, probation, etc.); the dumping of 
toxic chemicals and industrial waste in 
hundreds of barrios across Aztlan leading to 
a high rate of cancer and other deadly 
diseases; and CIA/FBI imported drugs 
pumped daily into our communities. Lack 
of organization does not allow us to 
effectively respond to our oppression or to 
support the struggles being waged by our 
Indio brothers and sisters at Big Mountain, 
or Raza fighting the genoddal, fascist 
oppression of U.S. colonialism in Central 
America. We believe that the 20th 
commemoration can give birth to a level of 
struggle necessary to effectively defend our 
people's rights. 

Since it's founding on December 2, 
1989, regional committees have been formed 
in Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, San 
Fernando, San Diego, San Francisco, North 
San Diego County, Orange County, Fresno, 
Phoenix, Pueblo, Denver, El Paso and 
Corpus Christi, Tejas. Several regions are in 
the formation stage. For the last seven 
months, the regions have centered their 
work around the building and mobilizing 
for the August 25 event which has included 
fund-raising, rallies, community meetings, 
presentations, publication of newsletters 
and the dissemination of thousands of 
flyers. The National Committee has been 
able to draw some of the most active and 
committed activists our movimiento has 

produced. In fact, no other Chicano 
Mexicano formation in the United States can 
claim the high caliber activism and large 
membership which is presently found in the 
National Chicano Moratorium. 

Brown Berets marching. 

In solidarity with Puerto Rico. 



Thank you for your 
participation in the 20th 
Commemoration of the 
National Chicano Moratorium. 

But, please, don't stop now. 
Yourcontinuedsupportand 
commitment to El Movimiento 
is needed to forge a stronger 
and more unified organization. 

iHASTA LA VICTORIA! 

iVIVA LA RAZA! 

Brown Berets proudly marching. 

1990 NATIONAL CHICANO 
MORATORIUM COMMITTEE 

P. 0. Box 4265 • Chula Vista, CA 92011 
619-422-4520 • FAX 619-429-1169 

Arizona Regional Committee 
Phoenix, AZ 

Corpus Christi Regional Committee 
Corpus Christi, TX 

Denver Regional Committee 
Denver CO 

El Paso Regional Committee 
El Paso, TX 

Fresno Regional Committee 
Fresno, CA 

Inland Empire Regional Committee 
Riverside, CA 

Los Angeles Regional Committee 
Los Angeles, CA 

North San Diego County Region 
Fallbrook, CA 

Orange County Regional Committee 
Santa Ana, CA 

Pueblo Regional Committee 
Pueblo, CO 

San Diego Regional Committee 
Chula Vista, CA 

San Fernando Regional Committee 
San Fernando, CA 

San Francisco Regional Committee 
Berkeley, CA 

Santa Barbara Regional Committee 
Goleta, CA 
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"We are the strength of 
one another" 

For a membership application or further information call: 

The Nosotros Theatre 
1314 N. Wilton Pl., Hollywood, CA 90028 

213/465-4168 

MACONOO ESPACIO CULTIIRAL 
Saluda a los compafieros de Ia 

Moratoria Chicana y se une a elias en 
su lucha y reMndicadones. 

jADELANII RAZA! 

P. 0. Box 15302 • Los Angeles, CA W015 

Presentan: SILVIO RODRIGUEZ EN CHILE 
VIdeo del conderto efed\Jado eJ 31 de marz.o, tm. 

en eJ Estadlo Nadonal de Santlago. 

r--------------, 
It is time for us to refocus, 
reenergize, redirect and 
recormnit ourselves, as 
individuals and as a 

cormnunity. 

iLa union hace Ia fuerza! 

EL S~~L 
1015 Crosby Street 

P. 0. Box 13447 
San Diego, CA 9211 3 

619-233-8496 • FAX 619-233-5017 

VlERNfS 7 Y SABADO 8 DE SEI'TIE.MBRE • 7 PM 
ANGELICAN LUIHERAN CHURCH AUDITORIUM 
1345 S. BURLINGIDN AVE. (Entre Pico y Venice) 
LOS ANGELfS, CA • For information: 213-746-9965 

l!;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;J L.-------------- .J 



Chicano being strangled at Laguna Park. 

Above photos: Over 20,000 marchers on Whittier Boulevard protesting the Vietnam war. A young Chicano beaten and arrested at Laguna Park. 



POLffiCAL PRESENTATIONS 
Keynote Speakers 

Emesto Bustillos (National Coordinator, NCMC) 

A 20-year veteran Chicano Mexicano activist from San Diego, who participated in student 
walkouts, the building of Chicano Park, and all major demonstrations and marches in the 
San Diego area. Past membership: MEChA, Brown Berets, La Raza Unida Party, Committee 
on Chicano Rights. Co-founder and member of Union del Barrio. 

Dr. Rodolfo Acuna (Professor, Cal State University, Northridge) 

An activist for over two decades, Dr. Acuna submitted a proposal in 1969 that led to the 
founding of the Chicano Studies Department at Cal State University, Northridge, currently 
the most comprehensive in the nation. He is a renowned Chicano author and historian. 

Nita Gonzales (Crusade for Justice) 

Chicana Mexicana veteran activist from Denver, Colorado. Active leading member of the 
Crusade for Justice, and foremost spokesperson for Chicana and Chicano issues throughout 
Aztlan. 

Dolores Huerta (United Farm Workers of America) 

First Vice President of the United Farm Workers of America. Co-founder with Cesar Chavez, 
and member of the Executive Board with over 30 years of trade union activism. A mother of 
11 children, she is an inspiration to many farmworker men and women. During the course of 
her work, she has personally led many of the UFW labor actions. 

Heberto Castillo (PRD, Mexico) 

Historical leader and organizer of opposition to the Mexican government. A highly 
respected critic of the Mexican government's oppression and corruption. 

Solidarity Speakers 

Gustavo Acosta (Frente Farabundo Marti de Liberaci6n Nacional/FMLN) 

Julio Cardoza (Nicaraguan Cultural Center) 

Juana Gutierrez (Mothers of East L.A.) 

Ernie Peters Longwalker (Four Directions) 

Patricia Marin (MEChA) 

David Sanchez (former Brown Beret) 

Omali Yashitela (African People's Socialist Party) 

CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS 
Los Alacranes Mojados 

Culture Clash 

Agustin Lira 

Malo 

Los Perms del Pueblo 

Special thanks are extended to Raul Ruiz for use of the photographs in this program. 



Chicanos ready for war a1 Laguna Park. Chicanos fighting back and altacking the Sheriffs deputies. 

"Custard's" last stand. Whittier Boulevard burns. 



Police teargas Chicanos on Whittier Boulevard. 

Squad car burns in the aftermath. 

for [p~~~~ in Central America 

CIS PES 
U.S. Committee 

In Solidarity 
with the 

People of 
El Salvador P 0. Box 57337 

Los Angeles, CA 90057 

CISPES EN SOLIDARIDAD 
CON LA MORATORIA CHICANA 

-1990-

\»A DAY fOR ~OOC4lOR~ 
Saturday, September 15, 1990 

9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

UQA WIOO ARl GAUSY, upper level 

I Elementary and secondary teachers from 
!@fl throughout Southern California are invited to 
:lll:ll hear Project Coordinators, Holly Barnet· 
:;::::~ Sanchez and Marcos Sanchez· 
.j'~:,l Tranquilino, give an introducHon to the 
1:::::~ CARA exhibition. In addition, artist/educator 
:::::::1 David Avalos will discuss his work and the 
111.:11 museum education staff will give an overview 
1\i~ of the curriculum packets developed for the 
i!iliil exhibition. The CARA exhibition will be open 
:!i!:!!l for viewing through 6:00 p.m. 
1:::11 For more information call (213) 825-1461 . 
~~~~ 



SEIU Local 99 
Teacher Assistants Organizing Campaign 

con 
1990 National Chicano Moratorium 

Unidos en Ia Lucha 

Organizing for Dignity ... 
In 1989, 10,000 teacher assistants in the Los Angeles Unified School District 
organized with SEIU Local 99 for rights and dignity. Teacher assistants are the 
backbone of bilingual education. We often provide the only educational link 
between monolingual teachers and Spanish-speaking students and their families. 

Fighting for a Fair Contract. .. 
Despite our important role in educating children, we are the only LAUSD workers 
without medical insurance, sick pay, holiday or vacation pay. We are currently 
fighting for our first-ever contract with the school district. 

iSI SE PUEDE! 
SeNice Employees International Union, Local99, 2724 West 8th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90005 (213) 388·9819 

Dia Para Los Angeles 
Exhibition Opening Celebration 

JOSE MONTOYA, poetandartist LOTERIA GAME, free prizes every hour 

XIPE TOTEC DANZANTES AZTECAS, dancers ARTISTS' TALKS in the gallery 

LOS ALACRANES, musicians Bilingual Tour Guides 

GERMAINE AND THE BOYZ, musicians No-host food booths 

WE TELL STORIES, Children's Theater FREE public event 



LABOR IMMIGRANT ASSISTANCE PROJECT 
Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO 

IN SOUDARITY 

515 S. Shatto Pl., First Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90020 
(213) 381·2170 

International Union of Electronic, Electrical, Salaried, 
Machine & Furniture Workers, AFL-CIO 

/OCD/0/0 
2666 East Zoe Avenue 

Huntington Park, CA 90255 

JESUS JIMENEZ, International Representative 

CAUFORNIA STATE UNNERSITY, LOS ANGELES 

David Sandoval 
Director 
Educational Opportunity Program 
(213) 343-3200 ATSS: 743-3200 

5151 STAlE UNIVFRSITY DRIVE, LOS ANGElES, CA 90032 
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Ruben's crew attempts to get out of the bar, but is pushed back by Sheriffs deputies. 



Deputies fire into the S ifver Dollar. 

AU~Um9 is a 'oweriul new pia whkh ~s l~e dorJ ol 
Los Angeles Theatre Center's AU .ST 
Latino Theatre Lab presents ~29 by Violeta Calles 

1~P ~~ . o Moratorium ofthe 17~s iato t ~~ (hkano 1 
Starnng E.]. Castillo · Evelina Fernandez ·Abel Fran o . Mike Gomez 

· Sal Lopez · Vanessa Marquez · Tony Maggio . Angela Moya 

lotino re • WMt wusthe movimiento ol t~eiGieo·br· 
August 3D-October 14 Tues-Sun 8PM, Sat&Sun 2PM 

514 South Spring Street Downtown Los Angeles 
Information (213)627-6500 x256 or 254 

an~ eorl(1~s1 W~re is itt 11 CHARGE IT"]IJ 

i SIEMPRE LUCHANDO 
POR LOS DERECHOS 
DE NUESTRA RAZA ! 

Gay and Lesbian 
Latinos Unidos 

G.L.L.U. 
Los Angeles, California 

Since 1981 

MISSION STATEMENT 

:I 

To empower Latinos and Latinas who are gay and lesbian with respect to 
issues which affect their quality of life and to provide a forum by which 
Latino gay men and Latina lesbians can become an active voice in the 
community at large. 

G.L.L.U. 
P.O. BOX 85459 

Los Angeles, California 90072 
(213) 660-9681 



P•lido Nacional 
La Raza Onida 

- 1990 
20 aiios de lucha par Ia Justicia, 

Democracia, Autodeterminacion y 
Liberacion del pueblo Chicano Mexicano 

/ 

National Office 
P. 0. Box 13 
San Fernando, CA 91341 
818-365-6534 

/ 

Arizona Office 
P. 0. Box 1943 
Phoeniz, AZ 85001 
602-243-9835 

/ 

San Diego Office 
P. 0. Box 4265 
San Diego, CA 92011 
619-422-4520 

.-
/ 

Colorado Office 
P. 0. Box 2760 
Denver, CO 80201 
303-455-6282 

La. Ram magazine presents a photo retrospective: 

The Chicano Moratorium 
20 Years Later 

Dedicated to the memory of Ruben Salazar 
and to all Chicanos who struggle 
for the liberation of our people. 

iQUE VNA LA RAZA! 
iQUE VNA LA MORATORIA CHICANA! 

August 26 -September 2 
Plaza de La Raza 
3540 North Mission Rd 
Los Angeles, CA 
213-223-2475 

August 30 - October 31 
The Los Angeles 
Theatre Centre 
514 S. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
213-627-6500 

For more information on hosting this exhibit, 
contact Raul Ruiz, 818-885-2738 





Chicano Mortatorium 2002 
C/o Rosalio Munoz 
Los Angeles, California 

Rosalio: 

As per your request, below is my personal, political and historical narrative of what I remember 
happened at the August 29, 1970 Anti-War Moratorium. Hopefully, this will help you in the upcoming 
commemoration and will provide you documentation to your effort. If I can help you with anything else, 
call me. Suerte. 

Sinceramente, 

Herman Baca 

THE DAY THE POLICE RIOTED! 
REMEMBERING 32 YEARS AGO! 

BY: HERMAN BACA 
COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS 

NATIONAL CITY, CALIFORNIA 

AUGUST 15, 2002 

AS I APPROACH THE AGE OF 60 YEARS, I CAN STILL VIVIDLY REMEMBER WHAT 
HAPPENED (PERSONALLY AND POLITICALLY) ON AUGUST 29, 1970 WHEN 20,000 TO 40,000 
CHICANO'S TOOK TO THE STREETS IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA TO PROTEST THE 
WAR IN VIETNAM. 

CHICANO'S IN THE LATE 60'S AND EARLY 70'S WERE KNOWN AS THE "FORGOTTEN, 
INVISIBLE, OR SILENT," MINORITY TO U.S SOCIETY, ITS POLITICANS, POLICY MAKERS, 
AND SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS. BUT THINGS WERE STARTING TO HAPPEN 
AND RAPIDLY CHANGING IN MEXICAN AMERICANS COMMUNITIES. THE SO CALLED 
"SLEEPING GIANT" (AS CHICANO'S WERE REFERRED TO) WAS STARTING TO AWAKEN. 

• CESAR CHAVEZ AND THE UNITED FARM WORKERS UNION HAD LAUNCHED A 
BOYCOTT OF TABLE GRAPES IN AN EFFORT TO ORGANIZE THE HISTORICALLY 
UNORGANIZED FARMWOKERS. 

• BERT CORONA, WAS ATTEMPTING TO ORGANIZE THE TRULY 
UNORGANIZABLE ... THE MEXICAN UNDOCUMENTED WORKER. 

• ABE TAPIA, PRESIDENT OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN POLITICAL ASSOCIATION 
(MAPA) WAS URGING CHICANOS TO BECOME POLITICALLY INVOLVED. 

• JOSE ANGEL GUTIERREZ, IN TEXAS HAD ORGANIZED A THIRD POLITICAL PARTY, 
LA RAZA UNIDA. 

• RODOLFO "CORKY" GONZALES IN COLORADO HAD DECLARED THAT CHICANOS 
WERE A NATION (AZTLAN). 

• REIES TIJERNA IN NEW MEXICO HAD PICKED UP THE GUN (AND WAS BEING 
CHASED BY THE U.S. NATIONAL GUARD), OVER THE ISSUE OF LAND! 



• THOUSAND OF CHICANO WERE PROTESTING, MARCHING, AND BOYCOTING OVER 
ISSUES OF RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION. 

IT WAS AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND THAT THE AUGUST 29 CHICANO MORTATORIUM 
AGAINST THEW AR IN VIETNAM WAS BORN, AND HOW I BECAME PART OF IT. 

IN 1970, I WAS 27 YEARS OF AGE, MARRIED, HAD TWO CHILDREN, AND WAS A PRINTER. I 
HAD BEEN POLITICALLY INVOLVED IN THE CHICANO MOVEMENT FOR 2 YEARS AND 
WAS PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL CITY CHAPTER OF MAPA. MY INVOLVMENT UP TO 
THAT POINT HAD BEEN IN ORGANIZING PROTESTS FOR THE BOYCOTT OF GRAPES IN 
SUPPORT OF THE UNITED FARM WORKERS, WORKING ON LOCAL ISSUES (POLICE 
BRUTALITY, IMMIGRATION, ZONING, YOUTH) AND ELECTORAL POLITICS. 

SINCE MAP A WAS THE ONLY POLITICAL ORGANIZATION WE ORGANIZED AND RAN A 
LARGE NUMBER OF CAMPAIGNS FOR LOCAL CANDIDATES. DURING THAT PERIOD, I 
ALSO MANAGED THE INITIAL SUCESSFUL CAMPAIGN TO ELECT PETER CHACON TO THE 
CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY. 

IN 1965, PRESIDENT LYNDON JOHNSON HAD DECLARED A POLICE ACTION IN VIETNAM. 
DARK AND FOREBODING WAR CLOUDS (JUST LIKE TODAY) WERE PRESENT IN EVERY 
CHICANO BARRIO THROUGHOUT THE SOUTHWEST. 

CHICANOS, AT THAT TIME COMPRIZED BUT 6% OF THIS NATION'S POPULATION, BUT 
MADE UP 20% OF THE CAUSALITIES IN VIETNAM! YOUNG WHITES STARTED TO RECEIVE 
COLLEGE DEFERMENTS, AND WHITE CONTROLLED DRAFT BOARDS BEGIN TO DRAFT (IN 
RECORD NUMBERS) POOR PEOPLE, BLACKS, AND ESPECIALLY CHICANOS FOR VIETNAM. 

AFTER FIVE YEARS OF WAR, REALITY FINALLY HIT HOME. YOUNG CHICANOS WERE 
DYING IN OBSCENE NUMBERS, AND NUMEROUS "BODY BAGS" CARRYING YOUNG DEAD 
CHICANOS WERE BEING RETURNED TO THE HOMES OF GRIEVING FAMILIES THRUOUT 
THE U.S. 

THOSE OF US WHO WERE INVOLVED IN THE CHICANO MOVEMENT RECOILED IN ANGER 
AND CALLED FOR PROTESTS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY IN SENDING OUR 
YOUNG PEOPLE TO DIE IN VIETNAM. IT HAD ALWAYS . BEEN THE MOVEMENT'S 
POLITICAL POSITION THAT THE WHITE RACIST SYSTEM HAD MADE CHICANO'S 
STRANGERS IN THEIR OWN LAND, PLACED THEM LAST IN JOBS, EDUCATIONS AND 
RIGHTS, BUT HAD ALWAYS PLACED THEM FIRST TO DIE IN ITS WARS! 

AT THE BEGINNING, THERE WAS A "GENERATIONAL" DIVISION IN OUR COMMUNITY, 
OVER THE ANTI-WAR POSITION. BITTER DISCUSSIONS AND ARGUMENTS IN 
COMMUNITIES AND FAMILIES FOLLOWED. STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE ANTI-WAR 
POSITION CAME MAINLY FROM THE MEN WHOM WE ADMIRED, AND LOOKED UP TO, 
OUR GRANDFATHERS, FATHERS, UNCLES AND OLDER BROTHERS. THERE WAS A 
HISTORY, AND A LONG PROUD TRADITION OF MILTARY SERVICE IN THE CHICANO 
COMMUNITY. MANY HAD PROUDLY SERVED (MY OWN FATHER INCLUDED) WITH 
DISTINCTION AND HAD DIED IN WORLD WAR II AND KOREA. MEXICAN AMERICANS 
WERE THE MOST DECORATED AND HAD WON THE MOST MEDALS OF HONORS OF ANY 
ETHNIC GROUP. TO THE MEN OF THOSE GENERATIONS, (WHO HAD NEVER BEEN 
POLITICAL), SERVICE IN THE MILTARY EQUATED, "MACHISMO." MANY OF MY OWN 
FRIENDS SERVED AND DIED IN VIETNAM. THE OLDER GENERATION COULD NOT 
UNDERSTAND WHY (IF WE WERE MEN) WE WERE NOT GOING TO ENLIST AND SERVE {AS 
THEY HAD) IN VIETNAM. AS THE WAR WORE ON, MANY OF THE SAME VETERANS WHO 
HAD OPPPOSED THE ANTI-WAR POSITION CHANGED, AND SUPPORTED OUR POSITION. 



IN SAN DIEGO AS IN OTHER AREA'S, NUMEROUS MEETINGS, CONFERENCES AND "MINI" 

DEMOSTRATIONS WERE HELD TO PREPARE FOR LOS ANGELES. 

FROM THE BEGINNING, THE DEMOSTRATION WAS TO BE A PEACEFUL PROTEST, TO 

SEEK REDRESS FROM THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, UNDER RIGHTS THAT WERE SUPPOSEDLY, 

PROTECTED AND GUARANTEED BY THE U.S. CONSTITUTION AND BILL OF RIGHTS. 

AUGUST 29, 1970 FINALLY ARRIVED, WE (THREE OTHER INDIVIDUALS AND MYSELF)_ 

ARRIVED IN LOS ANGELES ON SATURDAY MORNING AROUND 7:00A.M. THE FIRST THING 

I WITNESSED, WAS SOMETHING THAT I HAD NEVER SEEN BEFORE. THOUSANDS UPON 

THOUSANDS OF CHICANOS FROM ALL OVER THE U.S., SOME FROM NEW MEXICO, TEXAS, 

COLORADO, ARIZONA, AND THE MIDWEST, WHO HAD ALL GATHERED FOR A POLITICAL 

EVENT. FIVE HUNDRED TO ONE THOUSAND PERSONS FROM SAN DIEGO ATTENDED THE 

DEMOSTRATION. 

DEPENDING ON WHOM YOU SPEAK TO TODAY, TWENTY TO FORTY THOUSANDS 

CHICANO'S (PARENTS, CHILDREN, STUDENTS, SENIORS, WORKING PEOPLE, AND 

ACTIVISTS) FROM THRUOUT THE U.S., (JOINED BY PERSONS FROM MEXICO AND PUERTO 

RICO) MARCHED ON THAT DAY. 

THE DEMOSTRATION TURNED OUT TO BE THE LARGEST PROTEST TO BE ORGANIZED BY 

CHICANOS IN THEIR 130 YEARS HISTORY AS A CONQUERED PEOPLE IN THE U.S. 

I REMEMBER THAT THE MARCH STARTED LATE (AROUND 10:00 OR 11:00 A.M.), AND THAT 

IT WAS A VERY HOT DAY. AS WE WALKED, SOME PEOPLE WERE BEHIND THE BANNER OF 

THE VIRGIN DE GUADALUPE; OTHERS CARRIED MAPA, BROWN BERETS, MECHA, 

CRUSADE FOR JUSTICE, UFW, ETC, BANNERS. WE ALL WALKED IN UNITY, AND I FELT 

THAT MOST OF US WERE MARCHING TO END A WAR THAT WAS DESTROYING OUR MOST 

PRECIOUS HERTIAGE -OUR YOUTH. 

ALONG THE ROUTE PEOPLE ON THE SIDES WERE YELLING WORDS OF 

ENCOURAGEMENT, AND MANY JOINED THE PROCESSION. AFTER 5 LONG MILES WE 

ARRIVED (AROUND 2 OR 3 P.M.?) AT LAGUNA (NOW SALAZAR PARK). PEOPLE WERE 

TIRED AND WERE RESTING ON THE GRASS. THE SCENE APPEARED TO ME, TO BE JUST 

LIKE A GIANT FAMILY PINIC. PEOPLE CONTINUED TO POUR INTO THE PARK AND ALL 

WERE WAITING FOR THE CULTURAL EVENTS AND SPEAKERS TO BEGIN. 

WHILE WAITING, I ASKED A FRIEND IF HE WANTED TO GO AND GET SOMETHING TO 

DRINK. WE JOURNEYED TO A LIQUOR STORE BY THE PARK AND WHILE THERE WE 

NOTICED THAT SOME INDIVIDUALS WERE LEAVING THE STORE WITHOUT PAYING FOR 

THEIR MERCHANDISE. AS WE TRAVELED BACK, I REMEMBER POINTING OUT TO MY 

FRIEND THAT HUNDREDS OF SHERIFFS' AND POLICE OFFICERS WERE STATIONED 

ACROSS THE STREET ON WHITTER BLVD. BEING NAIVE, BOTH OF US THOUGH IT ODD, 

BUT NOT THREATENING SO WE CONTINUED INTO THE PARK. 

AS WE SAT DOWN WE HEARD AND THEN SAW A COMMOTION COMING FROM THE 

DIRECTION WHERE WE HAD JUST LEFT. WE COULD SEE THAT THE SHERIFF AND POLICE 

WERE STARTING TO LINE UP. SUDDENDLY WITHOUT ANY PROVOCATION THE SHERIFF 

AND POLICE BEGAN TO ADVANCE ON THE PEACEFUL CROWD. AT THE TIME, MOST OF 

THE CROWD, WHICH WAS IN FRONT OF THE PARK, HAD ABSOLUTLEY NO IDEA OR 

KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT WAS HAPPENING. 



AT ONE POINT, SECURITY (THE BROWN BERETS) RUSHED FORWARD AND ATTEMPTED TO 
EXPLAIN TO THE POLICE THAT EVERYTHING WAS UNDER CONTROL. BUT IT WAS NO 
USE; A FULL FLEDGED INSTIGATED POLICE RIOT WAS NOW UNDER WAY. THE BROWN 
BERETS WERE ATTACKED AND BEATEN. 

AS THE POLICE ADVANCED, I WITNESSED SCENES THAT I WILL NEVER FORGET. BEFORE 
MY EYES, HUNDRED'S OF OUR PEOPLE, CHILDREN, WOMAN, YOUNG AND OLD PERSONS 
WERE BEING BEATEN, TEAR GASSED, MAIMED, AND ARRESTED. 

THE POLICE AND SHERIFF DEPUTIES APPEARED TO BE TOTALLY OUT OF CONTROL AND 
CRAZED WITH A DESIRE TO HURT, MAIM AND KILL CHICANOS. 

MANY OF US REMEMBERED THE ZOOT SUIT RIOTS, AND IT WAS 1940 ALL OVER AGAIN! 

IN SELF DEFENSE CHICANOS, WITNESSING WHAT WAS HAPPENING, AND SUFFERING 
FROM 130 YEARS OF OPPRESION, RACISM, AND DISCRIMINATION STOOD UP, AND 
FOUGHT BACK. 

I REMEMBER AT ONE POINT THE BRIGHT SKY SUDDENLY TURNING BLACK BECAUSE OF 
THE NUMBER OF OBJECTS THAT WERE BEING THROWN BACK AT THE POLICE. PEOPLE 
WERE THROWING BOTTLES, CANS, DIRT, STICKS AND ANYTHING THEY COULD GET 
THEIR HANDS ON TO PROTECT THEMSELVES. 

PEOPLE WERE MAD AND THERE WAS FIERCE HAND-TO-HAND FIGHTING. YOUNG 
CIDCANOS WERE GOING UP TO THE POLICE, LANDING ONE GOOD BODY BLOW 
KNOWING THAT THE POLICE WOULD IMMEDIATELY CLUB THEM DOWN. A LOT OF 
PEOPLE WERE BEING MAZED, BEATEN AND ARRESTED. 

FOR A WHILE THE CROWD APPEARED TO HAVE THE UPPER HAND AND PUSHED (TWO OR 
THREE TIMES) THE POLICE BACK. HOWEVER AFTER WHAT SEEMED TO BE AN HOUR THE 
POLICE REGAINED CONTROL. 

IT WAS THERE THAT I LEARNED A LESSON THAT I HAVE NEVER FORGOTTEN TO THIS 
DAY. EVEN THOUGH THERE WERE THOUSANDS OF CHICANOS, AND ONLY HUNDREDS OF 
THE POLICE, THEY HAD SOMETHING WE DIDN'T ... ORGANIZATION. 

AS I STOOD IN THE PARK AROUND THE LITTER AND MAYHEM, I SAW THAT THE POLICE 
WERE LINING UP IN FORMATION AND SEEMED TO BE WAITING FOR SOMETHING TO 
HAPPEN. LATER I FOUND OUT, THAT THE POLICE WERE SIMPLY GAUGING THE 
DIRECTION AS TO WHICH WAY THE WIND WAS BLOWING. WHILE I STOOD THERE I SAW 
WHAT APPEARED TO BE A CAN, LAND 3 OR 4 FEET FROM ME. I REMEMBER STARING AT 
THE CAN, AND SECONDS LATER, THE CAN EXPLODED. IMMEDIATELY I KNEW WHAT IT 
WAS, TEAR GAS. I REMEMBER AFTER THE TEAR GAS CAN EXPLODED, THAT IT MADE 
EVERYONE, INCLUDING MYSELF; CRY UNCLE. PEOPLE THEN STARTED TO RETREAT TO 
A RESIDENTIAL SIDE STREET, WHERE PEOPLE AT THOSE HOMES WERE PULLING OUT 
GARDEN HOSES TO ALLOW THOSE OF US WHO HAD BEEN TEAR GASSED TO WASH THE 
POISON OF OUR FACES. 

AFTER WASHING UP, WE LOCATED EVERYONE IN OUR PARTY, AND PROCEEDED TO 
WHITTER BLVD. FIERCE FIGHTING WAS STILL GOING ON. I REMEMBER, A BLACK AND 
WHITE POLICE CRUISER TRAVELING ON WHITTER BLVD. AFTER IT HAD TRAVELED ONE 
SHORT BLOCK; THE CAR HAD BEEN COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY THE ANGRY CROWD. 



SINCE WE HAD NO IDEA WHERE WE WERE AT, OR HOW WE WERE GOING TO GET BACK 
TO OUR CAR, WE STARTED TO WALK DOWN WHITTER BLVD. HUNDREDS OF PERSONS 
WERE ALSO WALKING. WHILE WALKING, WE STARTED TO SEE UNDERCOVER POLICE 
COMING OUT FROM THE SIDES OF THE STREETS WITH GUNS DRAWN, SHOOTING UP IN 
THE AIR, OR AT PEOPLE. AFTER WALKING A DISTANCES, A KIND HEARTED INDIVIDUAL 
WHO I BELIEVE WAS FROM TEXAS ASKED US IF WE NEEDED A RIDE. WITHOUT 
HESITATION ALL OF US PILED IN. WE ASKED HIM TO DRIVE US TO THE MAPA 
HEADQUARTER ON BROOKYLN A VENUE. 

UPON ENTERING THE MAPA OFFICE, I REMEMBER ABE TAPIA CALLING ME INTO A ROOM 
IN THE BACK AND INFORMING ME THAT A PRESS CONFERENCE TO DENOUNCE THE 
"POLICE RIOT," WAS GOING TO BE HELD SHORTLY. IN THAT SAME ROOM I SAW BERT 
CORONA SPEAKING TO RICARDO ROMO (ENDORSED BY MAPA) WHO WAS RUNNING FOR 
GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA UNDER THE PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY. RICARDO HAD A 
BANDAGE ON HIS HEAD AND WAS BLEEDING PROFUSELY FROM A HIT ON THE HEAD. 

AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE BERT CORONA, AND ABE TAPIA LAMBASTED THE POLICE 
FOR THE UNPROVOKED ATTACKS OF OUR PEOPLE, AND THE POLITICAL SYSTEM FOR 
THE DEATH OF OUR YOUTH IN VIETNAM. IT WAS THEN THAT I HEARD THE NEWS THAT 
PEOPLE HAD BEEN SHOT AND 3 INDIVIDUALS, (ANGEL DIAZ, LYNN WARD, AND LA TIMES 
JOURNALIST RUBEN SALAZAR), HAD BEEN MURDERED BY THE POLICE AND SHERIFF'S 
DEPARTMENT. 

OUR GROUP CONTINUED OUR INQUIRES, TO DETERMINE IF ANY OF OUR PEOPLE FROM 
SAN DIEGO WERE MISSING, ARRESTED, OR HURT. AFTER MAKING SURE THAT 
EVERYONE WAS SAFE, WE DEPARTED FROM LOS ANGELES AT AROUND 6:30 P.M. I 
REMEMBER AS WE GOT ON TO INTERSTATE 5, TO HEAD BACK TO SAN DIEGO, THAT I 
LOOKED BACK AND SAW THAT EAST LOS ANGELES WAS BURNING. 

WE ARRIVED IN SAN DIEGO AT APPROXIMATELY 9:30P.M. SHORTLY AFTER, I RECEIVED 
A PHONE CALL FROM A LOCAL TV STATION (CHANNEL 10), ASKING IF I COULD COME 
DOWN TO THE STATION TO DO AN INTERVIEW, AS TO WHAT HAPPENED IN LOS 
ANGELES. ON TELEVISION I DENOUNCED THE ATTACK OF THE MARCHERS BY THE 
POLICE, LABELING IT A "POLICE RIOT," AND CALLED FOR AN END TO THE WAR IN 
VIETNAM. 

I REMEMBER THAT AFTER THE AUGUST 29, 1970, "POLICE RIOT," THINGS WERE NEVER 
THE SAME FOR CHICANO MOVEMENT ACTIVIST. MANY INDIVIDUALS FEARFUL OF 
POLICE VIOLENCE AND GOVERNMENT'S SURVEILLANCE LEFT THE MOVEMENT, AND 
NEVER RETURNED. A LARGE NUMBER, SIMPLY BUCKLED DOWN {TODAY'S HISPANIC 
MOVEMENT) AND STARTED TO "WORK WITHIN THE SYSTEM." WHILE OTHER'S, WHO 
WITNESSED THE EVENTS OF THAT DAY, BECAME ANGRIER, LOST THEIR FEAR, AND HAD 
THEIR POLITICAL RESOLVE, STRENGTHEN, AND CONTINUED THE STRUGGLE. 

AS FOR MYSELF, I CONTINUED WITH ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS LA RAZA UNIDA, CASA, 
COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS, THAT DEALT WITH THE AGE OLD ISSUES OF 
POLITICS, IMMIGRATION, POLICE BRUTALITY, ETC. TODAY I AM STILL A PRINTER, 
MARRIED AND STILL RESIDE IN NATIONAL CITY, CALIFORNIA. ALONG WITH A FEW 
OTHERS, WE CONTINUE (IN A DIFFERENT WAY) TO FIGHT THE SAME POLITICAL 
STRUGGLES WE HAVE FOUGHT FOR THE LAST 35 YEARS. 



32 LONG YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE THE AUGUST 29,1970 MORTATORIUM. FOR OTHER'S, 
AND MYSELF THE POLITICAL QUESTION REMAINS, HAS ANYTHING CHANGED? 
OBVIOUSLY, SOME THINGS HAVE CHANGED. WE ARE NO LONGER THE "SLEEPING 
GIANT," OR A "FORGOTTEN, INVISIBLE, OR SILENT," MINORITY. IN FACT, IN THE VERY 
NEAR FUTURE WE WILL BE THE LARGEST ETHNIC GROUP IN THE U.S. ALSO, IN 2002 WE 
HAVE MORE "HISPANIC" INDIVIDUALS IN "SYSTEM" POSITIONS, SUCH AS POLITI CANS, 
PROFESSORS, PRICIP ALS, COUNSELORS, PHD'S, STUDENTS, ETC., THAN EVER BEFORE. 

AND YET FOR ALL THE "COSMETIC" CHANGES, THINGS TODAY FOR THE MAJORITY OF 
PERSONS OF MEXICAN ANCESTRY ARE WORST THAN IN 1970. THE THOUSAND'S OF 
"HISPANIC" POLITCANS ARE NO BETTER THAN MEXICO'S "PRI" POLITI CANS. WE ARE 
THE POOREST ETHNIC GROUP IN THE U.S. OUR YOUTH ARE STILL FORCED OUT OF 
SCHOOLS AT A 50% DROP OUT RATE, AND OUR MEDIUM EDUCATION IS EIGHTH YEARS. 
IN FACT, WE HAVE MORE OF OUR YOUTH IN PRISONS THAN IN COLLEGES. THE AGE OLD 
PROBLEMS OF UNACCOUNTABLE POLITICANS, POLICE BRUTALITY, HIGH 
UNEMPLOYEMENT, YOUTH, SENIORS, HOUSING, LACK OF MEDICAL CARE, DEATH AT 
THE U.S./MEXICO BORDER AND GROSS VIOLATIONS OF OUR RIGHTS CONTINUE TO 
PLAGUE US. 

TO ME, AS I LOOK BACK AT THE AUGUST 29, 1970 MORTATRIUM WAS BOTH A 
HISTORICAL AND DEFINING EVENT IN MY POLITICAL AND PERSONAL LIFE. THE 
DEMOSTRATION WAS ALSO A POLITICAL LESSON OF OUR PEOPLE CONFRONTING A 
PROBLEM (THE WAR), WITH THE SPIRIT OF SELF-DETERMINATION. FOR THE CHICANO 
MOVEMENT IT WAS, AS ACTVIST/AUTHOR ERNESTO VIGIL STATED, "THE MORAL HIGH 
GROUND." 

TODAY, AS CHICANOS PREPARE TO COMMEMORATE THE MORTATIUM, I FEEL IT IS 
INCUMBENT UPON THOSE OF US WHO MARCHED TO REMIND TODAY'S GENERATION ... 
THAT IF CHANGE IS GOING TO BE MADE FOR OUR PEOPLE, IT WILL REQUIRE THE TYPE 
OF SPIRIT, SACRFICE AND STRUGGLE THAT WAS PRESENT 32 YEARS AGO ON AUGUST 29, 
1970, IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA! 

-END-



Rosalio has asked us to write out our remembrances of August 29th, putting the event into the context of 
our personal experiences. Without a doubt, the Aug. 29th demonstration has taken on historic proportions, 
formed largely by the collective memory of the participants. At the time of the march, I was a professor at 
San Fernando Valley State College, and the Chicano Studies Department there had just completed the first 
year. The department had been established in the spring of 1969 as the result of student activism and I had 
the great fortune of being its first chair. As part of an agreement between the administration and the 
students, 350 Chicano students were recruited for fall 1969, more than tripling the number of Mexican 
American students at SFVSC. The first year was difficult because of the militancy both outside and inside 
the campus. 

SFVSC was at the time one of the most militant campuses in the region. Apart from a very active Black 
Student Union led by African American activist such as Archie Chapman and Jerome Walker, the Students 
for a Democratic Society (SDS) had various factions with leaders such as Mike KJonsky, Marc Cooper, 
Mike Lee and others. In fall1969, because the district attorney had indicted many black student leaders for 
the Nov. 4, 1968 take-over of the administration building, there was a void in the student leadership. The 
sudden presence of a critical mass of Chicano students filled the vacuum. The incoming Chicano students 
were a mixture of young high school graduates, lumpen elements, and a core of students from Los Angeles 
City College. The latter group was very important because the mix socialized younger students. For 
example, the LACC contingent had published El Machete and they along with Frank Del Olmo founded El 
Popo. 

Like on most campuses, the war in Vietnam occupied much of the discourse on campus. Professors 
discussed the war in classes throughout the college and professors such as Warren Furumoto, a biologist 
and faculty adviser to UMAS (United Mexican American Students), ran study groups. We also had 
community people who would bring peace literature to the campus such as Pierre Mandel and Lester 
Baylock. Jimmy Gonzales had been active in the Valley Peace Center since at least 1968 and also brought in 
informational material. I had participated in antiwar demonstrations since about 1965 through MAP A and 
was influenced by faculty at Valley City College where people like Art Avila, Pat Allen and Farrell 
Brailowsky were very visible. The students also brought in their own networks. For us, it was significant 
that the start of the program coincided with Rosalio Munoz refusing induction on Sept. 16, 1969 because it 
gave the struggle a Chicano face and thus a link to the greater struggle. By spring 1970 students had taken 
part in the various antiwar demonstrations on campus as well as those led by Rosalio and the berets. After 
this point it seemed as if Bobby Elias was living on our campus. Representatives from the committee were 
present at many MECHA meetings, and it appeared as if they were effectively using the colleges, 
universities and sometimes the high school networks to get out the word. Chicano student newspapers also 
advertised the mobilizations that were taking place at the time. MECHA leaders such as Jose Galvan and 
Maria Teran became important conduits. Also, former students such as Evie Alarcon frequently visited the 
campus. On campus, Irene Tovar was the most visible, and pushed the mobilization at her SFVSC 
community center. Irene had a core group of students working for her. Moreover, we cannot overestimate 
her personal network and organic links to the community. Irene brought in much of the more established 
community leaders. Carlos Reyes also played a key role both on campus and in setting up the security for 
the moratorium. It was through Carlos that I became a monitor. 

The single event that politicized most of the Chicano students was the burning of the Chicano House on 
May 5, 1970. Spring 1970 had been especially eventful and the killing of four students at Ohio's Kent State 
University on May 4, 1970 polarized students nationally. The shootings occurred on the fourth day of 
protests by Kent State students following Nixon's announcement that he was sending U.S. troops into 
Cambodia. National Guard troops tear-gassed hundreds of students on the campus. (May 14, 1970 marked 
the tragic climax and shooting of black students at Jackson State). Kent State brought an immediate 
reaction and unleashed a demonstration at SFVSC, with police brought in when MECHA students pulled 



down the American flag and burned it. That night, on el Cinco de Mayo, unknown persons burned down 
the Chicano House. The next day most of the Chicano students met in front of the department and marched 
silently through the campus. Chicano students succeeded in closing down the campus, and the 
administration suspended most classes for the semester. This single event prepared students for the 
moratorium by personalizing the issue. 

I went to a few meetings during the summer of 1970; however, most of the time was spent on campus. Some 
administrators had taken a tough line and wanted to penalize the program and myself for shutting down 
classes. For months we straddle that line that separates the road from the canyon. Most of the people in my 
circle were nervous because relations with police had been worsened as a result of several killings in the 
county jail and shootings in the community. The war was inseparable from these and other issues. 

When I arrived at the demonstration, I remember that it was hot. I saw Carlos Reyes who stuck out, or 
should I say towered over everyone. Carlos guided me to where the sizeable San Fernando Valley 
contingent had gathered and put a monitor armband on me. I surmised that he was placing us among 
people we knew and in that way insure that there were no problems. The march as usual was a bit late in 
getting started. Its size surprised many of us and we were even more surprised when we reached Laguna 
Park (now Salazar Park). Throughout the march the participants were orderly yet very spirited. The youth 
of the participants struck me whom I assumed a majority to be between 16 and 20. They also seemed to 
come from throughout the Southwest and even the Midwest. During the march, I often fell behind because 
of my bad knee, and several students would fall back with me, leading me to question who was or were the 
monitors. 

Once at the park everyone settled into a picnic atmosphere. The Trio Aztlan from SFVSC played, and the 
presence of the college was heavy (as they used to say). Rosalio was on stage; however, his elves seemed to 
be everywhere. Bobby Elias and Gil Cano floating in and out. After an hour or so, I settled in and then 
prepared to leave. Mickey and Silvia de Ia Pena, one a former student of mine at USC and the other at Cal 
State Dominguez Hills, had gotten married and I wanted to go to the reception and relax. When I finally 
made my move to leave, I saw some youth running toward the northwest section of the park. The festivities 
and speakers continued. I walked back into the park and rushed toward where the youth were running. At 
this point, I saw sheriff deputies and police in black (presumably LAPD) forming a line ready to enter the 
park. I identified myself as a college professor and an official monitor and told them that there was no need 
for them to be there. Students later falsely accused me of pulling out my Ph.D. diploma and showing it to 
the officers. Evidently my credentials did not impress the police and they closed ranks and began to come 
onto the park with their batons drawn. The monitors and some of the spectators also closed ranks and we 
locked arms hoping to slow the deputies down. At that point, the monitors had everything under control 
and except for a few individuals everything was peaceful. Many of us kept telling the police that there were 
small children in the gathering. However, they did not listen and suddenly rushed the monitors, knocking 
us to the ground. Although I later discovered bruises on my body, I frankly do not remember getting hit--I 
was in shock. I saw mothers and fathers looking for their infant children and at one point saw Ruben 
Salazar who was in the midst of the storm. I remarked that this was terrible, the children were getting 
gassed. Salazar replied that they could not blame us this time--the attack was unprovoked. 

I wandered around, washed my eyes with open water hoses running on the lawns of homes on the Eastside 
perimeter of the park. I briefly hooked up with Oscar Castillo whom I asked to take a picture of a deputy 
who had threatened others and me. By this time, George and Eddie Nunez had joined me; they were 
students of mine from the Fresno area. We were attempting to help some of the injured people and help 
others find their children. I remember seeing Bert Corona and talking to him briefly. Suddenly, George 
hollered that police were arresting him. I was at the time talking to Father Henry Casso, and I naively 
identified myself to the deputies and told them who I was and that Father Casso could vouch for me. The 



deputy shouted for me to shut up or he would arrest me for inciting a riot. I attempted to re-engage him 
and he threw me on the hood of the squad car and he and three other deputies put plastic cuffs on me. This 
encounter left my left shoulder weak for years (I was recently operated for a torn tendon that over the years 
separated from the rotor cup). As I already explained, I had and have a bad right knee of which I informed 
the deputies. However, they threw us to the ground, and then piled eight of us into a squad car and drove us 
to the Belvedere Substation where they hand cuffed us and put us in buses. 

The sheriffs kept us on the buses for several hours. At one point I saw Frank Del Olmo who was doing an 
internship with the Los Angeles Times and had him call my son. Many of those arrested were as young as 
14 and 15. Sammy Garcia of Oxnard was about that age, and he was bleeding from a head would. Gil 
Chavez, not much older, later with the band Califas was also there. They kept us in the bus for what seemed 
several hours. The heat was wen over 100 degrees in the buses. Yet when the students started complaining 
and they ye]]ed at the deputies, they shot mace into the buses on three separate occasions, forcing us to close 
the windows to stop the gasses from entering, which made things worse because of the heat. Several of us 
older detainees (we were in our 30s) complained to the deputies that there were minors on the bus and that 
they needed medical attention, the deputies denied these requests for medical attention. 

The deputies then took us to the Central jail. There they made us wait in a large room. They instructed us 
to strip completely, and made us shake every piece of clothing by the numbers. At one point, I shook my left 
sock instead of my right sock and they berated for my stupidity. After what seemed to be over an hour in 
the nude, they took us to the showers where they showered us, deloused us, and gave us a rectal 
examination for drugs. They then fingerprinted us, gave us two baloney sandwiches and a cup of coffee 
after which they coerced us into taking blood tests in what I considered an unsanitary environment. They 
then assigned us cens. I was separated from the group. When I saw the officer assigned to my block of cens, 
he asked me if I hadn't been on ABC the week before on a program I appeared with Bert Corona and Vicky 
Carr in which many of us criticized the police. I shrugged my shoulders and was assigned to what I assume 
to be the only cell without Chicanos in the entire Central Jail. 

I do not know whether at this point or sometime before the jailers had pu]]ed me out to see an attorney; 
however, from what I remember Irene Tovar's legal team quickly brought the attorneys into the process. I 
was one of the first to be interviewed. She was a young black lady, sma]] in stature. I felt very good seeing 
her, and during the interview she asked me where I worked. When I told her, she responded that she was 
going to get me out as soon as possible because the press would have a field day. She was also concerned 
that this would affect my job status. The attorney assured me that the youth had been separated from the 
arrested adults. I remember returning to the ce]] and one of the black inmates asked me for what I was in 
jail. I responded for demonstrating, and he said he had heard about what bad happened at Laguna Park, 
and told me that they had killed a Chicano reporter. Ruben Salazar did not come to mind at the time but 
Frank Del Olmo did and I fretted about this possibility. 

Somehow I was lost for two hours, and my name came blaring out over the loudspeaker. They could not 
find me. The black inmate told me to keep my hands away from the bars because they liked opening the 
doors suddenly to break the anxious inmate's bands. Like Columbus, they discovered me, and they released 
me about 6:00 a.m. My sister and son picked me up. The experience politicized me. I was from a Catholic 
High School and although streetwise, still believed that there was a justice system. I believe that the 
Moratorium experience contributed greatly to the tone of the first edition of Occupied America. Stanley 
Mosk's brother took my case, however, they dropped charges. I immediately returned to SFVSC and 
prepared for the entering semester. The experience convinced me that we were under siege, which at times 
was the case. For example, the campus police along with the LAPD were found wire tapping a statewide 
MECHA conference in the SFVSC cafeteria. During CAPA vs. PDID we learned during discovery that at 
least two officers, Joe Ramirez and Augie Moreno spied on MECHA and took Chicano Studies classes on 



which they reported. The discovery phase also revealed that there were probably more officers and 
informants involved. Officer Sumaya had attempted to infiltrate UMAS. 

In retrospect, Rosalio and the dozen or so people around him, along with the berets, accomplished the 
impossible. Aug. 29, 1970 probably would not have been possible in 1969. The colleges and youth themselves 
were politicized by the times and ready by the summer of 1970. In retrospect, some scholars have criticized 
the movement of the times for being overly nationalistic. This, however, is presentism and ignores the 
dialectics of the times when identity played a great part in all groups, i.e., black power, feminism, etc. The 
Moratorium was a coming of age for many of us. The only thing that was missing was the end game, and we 
cannot blame the establishment for everything that went wrong. It had a lot of help from the true believers 
who did not fall behind the leadership of Rosalio and others. We cannot dismiss the egos. 
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Message to readers: 

"I need another officer on the street dammit, not another community center. " Mayor Martin 
Chavez 

Over the past several years, SouthWest Organizing Project has conducted nearly 2000 open­

ended door-to-door surveys asking residents to identify the strengths and weaknesses of their 
neighborhoods. Many key issues identified related to economics : poor job opportunities, rising 

property taxes, lack of adequate community services. 

More recently we conducted a survey to learn more about residents' understanding of the City 
budget process. Not surprisingly, most people were unfamiliar with the budget and how we can 
participate in deciding priorities for our neighborhoods. Participation in government budgeting 
is fundamental to democracy, yet the majority of people are completely disenfranchised from the 

process. The result has been the continued trend of corporate and development interests 
outweighing community interests . A shift in tax burden from big industry to small businesses 
and citizens has been well documented and exposes government priorities. 

Tough on Crime? 

At the same time, public officials such as Albuquerque Mayor Martin Chavez have campaigned 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~with promises to crackdown on crime, assuring voters a well-funded, well equipped police force. 
r; This political dinosaur approach has been given a recent shot of life due to people's new safety 

concerns. 
Voces Unidas wants to 

hear from you! Send your 
letters/articles to: 

SWOP /Voces Unidas 
211 10th St. S.W. 
Alburquerque, NM 

87102-2919 
(505) 247-8832 

FAX 247-9972 
E-mail: swop@swop.net 

Your name and town will be printed 
under your letterfarticle. Articles/ 

letters are subJect to editing. 

www.swop.net 

What has become lost in the Mayor's and others' rhetoric is the issue of prevention as a strategy . 
There is no real discourse about crime in the city of Albuquerque- it's causes and ways to address 
them. Without real, broad community discussion about crime, public safety is reduced to 

soundbites and immediate and costly fixes like the need form ore jails and police. This has opened 
the door for politicians like Martin Chavez to scapegoat our young people; imposing curfews, 

revising the state Children's Code to take away legal rights of young people, criminal prosecution 
of graffiti artists, expansion of the city's gang unit, and support for city council efforts to eliminate 

cruising. 

Two fundamental issues also get lost in the mayor' s rhetoric. First of all , the victims of crime 
in Albuquerque tend to be young people. Secondly, young people are not responsible for the 

majority of crime in the City. While the mayor and City Council are imposing martial law on our 

youth, what are we providing in return as positive alternatives? Where is the safe space for 

young people? 

Community Centers Tell the Story 

We view our community centers as one indicator of priorities in the distribution of common 

resources. They were established with public monies to provide space and programs for our 
young people and elders. SWOP decided to find out from the people who are best able to judge 
the performance and adequacy of our community centers- the staff themselves. The condition 
of our centers is dismal. They are not provided with the resources to fulfill their mandates. 

~=============::::JQuality, proactive programs are far form the radar screen as center staff struggle to keep centers 

-------------...., operating on a very basic level. Parents, young people and staff clearly do not feel ownership 

Have You Moved Lately? over the function of the centers. Some young people and parents are even forced to lie to the 
centers because some programs do not serve youth over the age of 14. 

Please send us your change 
of address and help US save No one can claim to be serious about fighting crime as long as we continue to spend the city's 

dime defining our young people as criminals. We have tried everything over the past couple 
on the ever increasing COStS of decades to reduce youth crime except to invest in our young people.SouthWest Organizing 

Of ma iIi ng. Clip OUt your Project offers The State of Albuquerque's Community Centers: Community Perspectives and 

mailing label and send it to Recommendations (available at www.swop.net) to the city of Albuquerque with caution. This 

us with your new address! report is not to be used as a tool for political posturing and opportunism by our public officials. 
...._ ____________ ....,. We sincerely hope this report sets the stage for a real, deep, broad based, community discourse 

on crime prevention, the vision of our communities, and the need to provide for our young people. 
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)t's Time for an Economic 
Development Strateg_y 

by Michael Leon Guerrero - michael@swop.net 

Editor's note: The following op-ed appeared in local papers. 

Have you seen the City of Albuquerque's economic 

development strategy recently? If not, you're not alone- for 

a very simple reason: There isn ' t one. Two recent reports 

contracted by the City of Albuquerque highlight a painful and 

tender achilles heel in Albuquerque's economic policy. 

Business consultant Adam Prager and UNM's Dr. Teresa 

Cordova were contracted by the City of 

Albuquerque to study and provide 

recommendations to the City Council on 

the City's Industrial Revenue Bond 

(IRB) program. 

poorly paid or hired as temp workers. In many cases workers 

receive no benefits. Who pays the costs of healthcare for 
these workers? 

All of this came to a head in 2000, when Royal Philips 

Corporation, as SWOP predicted, came back for another 

round of IRBs. Five years after receiving $30 million in tax 

breaks and cutting 500 jobs, the company returned for more 

handouts. Even though the company' s property was already 

exempted from the tax rolls for another 15 years, the Dutch 

company asked to extend this exemption and get $70 million 

in other benefit. What did the company commit in return? 

Nothing- zip, zilch, nada, nichts. No new jobs. What did we 

actually get in the 18 months since? 250 jobs cut! 

The study idea was the result of years of 

work by the SouthWest Organizing 

Project and other community and labor 

organizations to build accountability and 

performance standards into our IRB 

program. Albuquerque Economic 

Development, a private, non-profit group 

and the City Office of Economic 

Development have held a fire sale for 

two decades using IRBs to give tax 

breaks to corporate giants like Royal 

Philips and Sumitomo Corporation. In 

exchange, these companies promised 

hundreds of new jobs to Albuquerque. 

Many local residents naively assumed 

that by giving these tax breaks the 

companies would actually be expected 

to provide jobs. To our amazement in 

some cases new jobs were not created 
and old jobs were cut. 

Dr. Teresa Cordova authored the report, Albuquerque's Industrial Revenue 
Bond Program: Community Stakeholder Perspectives and Recommendations. 
Read Teresa's column, A Sense of Place, on page 13. 

Corporate welfare disciples claim we did not lose anything 

because the company would not have located here if not for 

the tax breaks . First of all this theory has never been tested, 

because to our knowledge the City has never refused an IRB 

request and assumes there are no possibilities to create locally 

owned smaller businesses who pay property taxes - an 

assumption not challenged due to a lack of a coherent 

economic development plan. Second, there are costs. In the 

case of companies like Royal Philips Corporation, they import 

up to half of their workforce, mostly the high-paying 

management jobs. Who pays for the extra school needs, 

roads, sewer, water, police and fire services, etc. for thousands 

of new families? Not the company . Local workers are often 

Public pressure forced the City to negotiate for $200,000 each 

year from Philips in lieu of taxes, a commitment stating Philips 

would pay back the tax breaks if the plant closed, and a bill by 

Councilor Greg Payne to commission the study on the IRBs. 

This brings us to the present time. Albuquerque contracted 

with Adam Prager from a firm in Illinois. Despite his 

unabashed defense of corporate tax breaks and his 

condescending tone towards IRB critics, Prager validates a 

few primary concerns of SWOP and others : 

I. The IRB program is tailored for recruitment of big 

corporations. Small, local businesses need not apply, because 

See Rethinking on PAGE 11 
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platica: 
"This is what we do. We eat our own children, and we do it faster and faster." - Andrew 

Grove, then Intel CEO (now Chairman of the Board), January 27, 1994 at announcement of 
what they were calling the 'successor' chip to the Pentium 

"Dr. Barrett, I'm the holder of a thousand shares of Intel. I've got Intel inside my 
computers. AND, as a resident of Corrales, a community below your Rio Rancho plant, 
I've got Intel inside my lungs and my well. In your speech you spoke about corporate 
responsibility. I'd like to ask you what measures your corporation is taking to mitigate 

the company's serious impact on residents' air and water." - Martha Egan to Craig 
Barrett, current CEO of Intel, at the Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce annual 

luncheon and meeting in July 2002 

5WOF Frotests )ntel 
CEO 

On July 12, 2002, residents of Corrales and 
SWOP members met Intel CEO Craig Barrett 
at the Sheraton Old Town with signs demanding 
Intel clean up their act. Barrett was to speak 
at the Greater Albuquerque Chamber of 
Commerce annual meeting and luncheon. 

Since Intel was granted minor source status by 
the New Mexico Environment Department, 
SWOP has called for Intel to pay to monitor 
pollution leaving Intel's plant in Rio Rancho, NM. 

For years, while piling up revenue and siphoning 
tax dollars from the state coffers, Intel has 
refused to be held accountable to surrounding 
communities suffering from Intel's pollution. 

Last year, Intel recorded over $2.6 billion in 
revenues and Barrett received over $1.65 
million in bonuses and salary. 

"Intel is one of the wealthiest corporations in the 
world," comments SWOP Co-Director Jeanne 
Gauna. "Paying for monitors is their cost of 
doing business - and wouldn't make a dent in 
their wallet." 

Left: "Old McBarrett had a chip-farm, E-I-E-I-
0; and on that chip-farm he had some Acetone, 
E-1-E-1-0. With some Acetone here and some 
Benzene there ... " 

4 Voces Unidas • SouthWest Organizing Project • Summer 2002 

2002 Intel Inside NM- a timeline 

2001 - NM State Supreme Court hears 
SWOP arguments to overturn Intel's new 
air permit 
2000- NMED grants Intel minor source 
status from major polluter status -
removes accountability 
1998 - Intel wins first annual Irbie 
Corporate Welfare awards after receiving 
over a half billion dollars in IRBs in 1997 
1997- Intel's request for water transfer 

/

denied- SWOP organizes opposition 

1996 - Intel applies to transfer water 
rights from Socorro Co. to Sandoval Co. 

1995 - $8 billion in IRB's 

1994- Intel applies for new air permit­
calls for 'minor source' status 

1993 - $2 billion in IRB's 

1990 - $500 million in IRB's 

1989 - $240 million in IRB's 
1985 - Five years after arriving in NM, 
Intel's total tax breaks reach $250 million 
- including Property, Sales, and Income 
abatements stemming from IRB 
packages. 

1984 - $60 million in IRB's 

- + $3.5 million 

1981 - $29 million in IRB's 

1980- Intel first arrives in NM 

- First Industrial Revenue Bond * 

- $1 Million 

l)are figures 

83 
Number of 'noxious', toxic 

chemicals Intel is permitted 
to release from their plant 

in Rio Rancho, NM 

897.28 
Number of hours Intel's 

'pollution control' 
equipment was known to 
be broken during the year 

2000 

225 
Number of hours Intel's 

'pollution control' 
equipment is known to have 

been broken as of June 
2002 

223.9 Billion 
Number of dollars in net 
revenue Intel has gained 

worldwide since 1992 

8 Billion 
Number of dollars Intel 
received in corporate 

welfare in 1995 

0 
Number of dollars Intel has 
paid in Property taxes to NM 

*find out more about IRB's at www.swop.net 
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Right: SWOP youth met a 
delegation of South African 
young people from the South 
African Exchange Program 
on Environmental Justice on 
their way through El Paso, 
Texas in June '02. The trip 
included stops in Boston, 
Atlanta, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Texas, Arizona 
and California. While in El 
Paso, the group toured the 
Border Agricultural Workers 
Project and met some 
Campesinos from the area. 

Participants also taught each 
other different languages -
Spanish and many native 
South African languages. 

F ajarito Mothe:'s r~.a~ 
F estlval· . . " 

'Right: Enjoying the food and m9sic at 4~other 
successful Mother's Day event atPajarito Mesa. 
Bottom right: Maria performs a song. Many 
young people performed ~tthe Festival; including 
many su·mmer '02 interns. 

Next year's Mother's Day is shaping up to be the 
best yet. Come out and enjoy the Mesa every 
year, the Saturday before Mother's Day. , 

I?AJARlTO MESAONTHEAIR 89.9 FM-ALBUQUERQUE' 
~ ~ 

Co/onias:New And Old Towns of the West is . a 
groundbreaking radio documentary series;eXploring A 

new settlements in Arizona, New Mexico and Texas ... ' 
Join journalist Kent Paterson on a tour of coionias· 
including New Mexico's own Pajarito Mesa. 

The English version will be broadcast every Friday· , 
during0ctoberat8:30am. TheSpanishversionnartated ; 
by KUNM News Director !Yiarcos Martinez will air every\, 
Saturday at 4:30pm on Raices. Check local public ~?di~F 
outlets for times in your area. , · "·' ' · 

': '' }-' ' 
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Albu9uergue 
Communit_s; Centers 

Underfunded 
While Mayor Martin Chavez claims a dedication to 
Albuquerque's youth, the city's community centers remain at 
a minimum operating level, a survey reveals. The survey of 
directors of 12 city centers, highlights the centers' inability to 
carry out city mandated programs programs. 

The survey, conducted by SWOP staff, is part of a study on 
community centers and the city budget which demonstrates 
the need for community members to participate in the budget 
process. The full study, The State of Albuquerque's 
Community Centers: Community Perspectives and 
recommendations, will be available online soon at 
www .swop.net. 

The survey reveals directors often manage more than one 
center, and may serve as activities coordinators and provide 
janitorial services. Center staff say they receive no overtime, 
and have had to cut staff- sometimes from 15 to 4 due to 
budget cuts. Many centers cannot afford basic supplies. In 
some cases, programs survive on salvaged materials donated 
by local businesses, community members or the directors of 

According to versions of the city budget available to the public, 
while Albuquerque Police Department (APD) receives 22% 
of the total city budget, the Gang Unit takes $1.2 million from 
Family Services monies, which also funds community centers. 

Young people at SWOP have criticized the use of Family 
Services monies for the Gang Unit, a primarily punitive 
program of APD which some feel is merely a mechanism for 
racial profiling. 

Neither city officials nor APD have satisfied repeated requests 
to provide a definition of gangs or gang members. 

"Using Family Services money to fund the Gang Unit unfairly 
criminalizes young people," says SWOP youth organizer 
Fernando Abeyta. "[Family Services] monies are set aside by 
the public to offer services for families and crime prevention 
programs, not to fund 10 police officers who profile young 
people as criminals for wearing baggy pants." 

Public Saftey- APD 
$10.7 Million 

the centers themselves. Community Centers serve around Family Services 
2.5% of the city's youth and in most cases do not offer Bud et 

Information compiled by 
Victoria Rodriguez 

(victoria@swop.net) and 
Lolita Roibal programs for ages 14 and up. 9 
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Just Transition: 

Strategies for Workers 

and Communities 
Editor's note: An interview with Jose Bravo, Just Transition 
Alliance coordinator. Jose lives in San Diego, California 
with his three daughters and wife, Cynthia. Jose has been 
a long-time liason for the EJ movement between Tijuana 
and San Diego. Jose is a former chair of the Border 
Justice campaign of the SouthWest Network for 
Environmental and Economic Justice. 

Voces Unidas: Jose, what do you do? 

Jose Bravo: I coordinate the Just Transition Alliance's 
involvement at several sites around the country . My job is to 

see each site is running smoothly and sticking to their organizing 
plans. I also help bring resources such as training and attention 
to the sites. 

VU: What happens at a site? 

JB: Workers and community members come together to 

organize around environmental and worker justice issues. 

VU: What is Just Transition? 

JB: I will first explain what an unjust transition is; maybe this 

will help put it in perspective. In theenvironmentaljustice and 
worker justice movment there have been situations where 

industries use up resources and pack up and move to other 
parts of the world to evade regulation or paying higher salaries, 
leaving contaminated sites and dislocated workers. 

Under a Just Transition, they would not get off so easily. First, 

all industries would pay in to aJustTransition superfund. The 
superfund would be used for workers and communities 
impacted by an industry. The dislocated workers would earn 

a justice based salary for a period of years. Meanwhile they 
would have the opportunity to re-train and go into an equal 
paying or higher paying job. They could also go to school and 
start a new career. Under this scenario, the communities 
would not be left behind. Using the Just Transition superfund, 
communities would clean up contamination caused by runaway 
industries and help start community based business ventures. 

The superfund would come from a tax of each gallon of 
chemicals produced or used by an industry. 

A familiar case of unjust transition was when mainstream 
environmentatl organizations had advocated for an embargo 

on tuna coming from Mexico. In this case the United States 
embargoed tuna coming from Mexico because dolphins were 
getting caught up in the fishing nets used for catching tuna-

dolphins were dying. Most of the tuna fishing in Mexico was 

done by family-owned cooperatives and as a result of the US 
tuna embargo these small cooperative organizations were 
destroyed. Soon after, multi-national corporations moved in 
from Japan - they used nets that could separate the dolphin 
from the tuna- and now these multinationals do most, if not all, 
of the tuna fishing in Mexican waters. The family-owned 

cooperatives could have stayed in business if the technology, 
or in this case the dolphis safe nets, could have been available 

to the cooperatives with low cost loans or incentives from both 
governments - either the US and/or Mexico. 

So while many of the so-called more progressive, and in some 
cases they might even call themselves grassroots (but still 
mainstream), environmental organizations, are trying to curb 

the negative impacts of globalization, some of themeasures 
they've taken actually may open the door for multi-nationals 
to move in, of course swallowing small businesses and 

cooperatives in the process. All the while, [multi-nationals] 
use resources at an unsustainable pace. 

VU: You mentioned negative impacts of Globalization; can 
you expand? 

JB: I have heard people doing grassroots organizing say the 
United States and other rich countries have set up models of 

expoloitation which in most cases were first tried out on 

communities of color here in the US and are now being refined 
and exported across the globe. So what we're seeing is people 

in other countries put into the position to have to make the 

same choices between unsafe jobs and unjust salaries or not 
having work at all. Poor countries are taking in polluting 

industries at whatever the cost to the environment. I think the 

term is called economic and environmental extortion. 

Multi-nationals and governments are refining these models in 
the name of global trade packages and free trade. Communities 

of color and workers have been the most impacted by this type 
of exploitation here in the US . 

So to bring it back to Just Transition, we feel that it's very 
natural for workers and communities to work together to hold 
multi-nationals accountable to everyone's interests- not just 
corporate interests. 

VU: Some would argue labor and environment can't work 
together. What would you say to them? 

JB: We need to be clear about what we're talking about. We 

are working as labor and environmental justice organizations. 
When we say environmental justice organizations we mean 
grassroots, people of color led organizations. People working 

onEJ are people who actually live with this problem day in and 
day out, 24 hours a day- that brings a different perspective to 

the table than those whose environmental concern is from 9 
to 5 and have multimillion dollar budgets. 

There has also been a rocky history behind EJ and Unions. 
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Not too long ago, in 1994, when the North American Free 
Trade Agreement was an issue, you had some unions referring 
to Mexican truck drivers as lazy, iII iterate, drugtrafficers who 
more than likely would run your son or daughter over on a US 
highway. Other unions abandoned women workers in their 
fight against Levi's. So there is still a way to go, but that's not 

to say it's a lost cause. Right now we're seeing a lot of unions 
filling their ranks with people of color and realizing that this is 

where the pavement hits the road - they can see that the 

people who are impacted, front-line workers and fence-line 
communities, have the most at stake. Now that there are more 

people of color joining unions there's more leadership of color 
in unions, and the most progressive unions- the ones dealing 
with issues of environmental justice and worker justice- just 

happen to be the ones attracting the most people of color. 

"So maybe I am biased, but I 
feel that Just Transition is one 
of the solutions that the EJ 
movement has been waitingfor. '' 

VU: Can you give us an example of successes of this alliance? 

JB: The community of Rillito, Arizona sits near a cement plant 

owned by Arizona Portland Cement. The community has 
been there since the early 1900's and most of the people who 
live there were sharecroppers who came from Texas and 

Mexico - African Americans and Latinos. When the plant 
came in you would think the plant would offer jobs - that's 

usually the case. But what we have found out is that [Arizona 
Portland Cement] has a very poor community hiring record. 
Some people in the community have said that no one from the 

community has ever worked at the plant. 

So what we have in Rillito is that workers have agreed to work 

on issues of environmental justice and the community has 
agreed to support and help the workers in their struggle for a 
collective labor agreement or contract. Before Just Transition 

went into that site the workers had been there for four years 
working to get a contract, a collective bargaining agreement. 
A few months ago, they achieved the collective agreement 
and the workers attribute that to the help they got from the 
community. Just Transition usually works with locals affiliated 
with Paper Allied Industrial Chemical and Energy workers 
International Union (PACE), and before a merger took place 
the Just Transition labor partner was the Oil Chemical and 

Atomic Workers Union (OCAW). 

VU: So exactly what happens when the Just Transition 
Alliance goes to a site? 

JB: It's alotofwork. We do a site visit where we give people 
a sense of Just Transition. We attend meetings with 
representatives from the labor local and the impacted 

community. Once the two entities come together, we conduct 
trainings that help workers understand environmental justice 

and likewise to the community so they understand issues that 
face workers. Then organizing plans get developed around 
issues that are identified. 

VU: That is important. Just getting people to understand each 
other's issues is an important step. 

JB: Yes, it is the crux of the relationship I believe. 

VU: How would you work with non-union industries. 

JB: The invitation to work with non-union industrial sites 

would probably come from one of our member EJ networks. 

In this situation we would still try to unionize the job site, even 
if it would be with a different union that are not partnering with 
or an independent union. We are in the process of inviting 
other unions to be members so that we can become even 

stronger. 

VU: How do you see Just Transition fitting into the EJ 

movement? 

JB: Well, first, our membership is made up offive recognized 

and experienced EJ networks: Asian Pacific Environmental 
Network (APEN), Indigenous Environmental Network (lEN), 

Farmworker Justice Network, Northeast Network for 
Environmental Justice (NNEJ) and the Southwest Network 
for Environmental and Economic Justice (SNEEJ). And our 

labor members are the PACE and the Communication, 
Energy and Paperworkers of Canada (CEP). 

Secondly, I feel that the alliance with workers and EJ is 
something that we had to formally seek. I came from the EJ 
side of the equation and I can say from experience that EJ 
organizations for many years have done a tremendous job of 
taking on people's fights against corporations. But readers 
may remember times when during an action outside a plant, 
workers inside were not necessarily on our side. I feel this 
was because of two reasons: one, we never or rarely invited 
workers to learn about our issues or to join us, and two, the 
plant managers were quick to turn the workers against us by 

using job fear as a wedge. 

So maybe I am biased, but I feel that Just Transition is one of 

the solutions that the EJ movement has been waiting for. 
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It started with a phone call. Fred andJessieSais of the Wells 

Park Neighborhood Association had a problem. Stericycle, a 

medical waste disposal company had moved into their 

neighborhood and planned to modify their facility to process 

infectious wastes including needles, dental wastes, blood 

stained garments and human body parts-as much as 900 tons 

per month. Stericycle will process almost all of the medical 

waste from the state of New Mexico and a large percentage 

of the waste from western Texas. The company is also 

international and has stated they are likely to bring wastes 

from other states if other Stericycle facilities are temporarily 

closed. 

The Wells Park neighborhood is one of the oldest in 

Albuquerque. Nestled between Downtown and the North 

Valley, Wells Park is a community rich in culture and history­

and home to five- time world boxing champion Johnny Tapia. 

Yeti t has also carried the heavy burden ofhousing most of the 

city's homeless shelters and substance abuse programs. 

Additionally, the residen ti a! character of the neighborhood has 

been eroded by encroaching heavy industries seeking the 

convenience of nearby Interstate 40. This has created a 

challenge of maintaining balance between the needs of the 

residents, social service providers and businesses. 

The Wells Park Neighborhood Association has worked hard 

at organizing their community to participate in the decisions 

thataffectthem. They are an active Neighborhood Association 

that has worked democratically to identify the needs of the 

residents and create a vision for the future that will ensure 

those needs continue to be met for generations to come. They 

WELLS 
PARK 

VS. 

STERICYCLE 
by staff 

swop@swop.net 

are discussing locating an open air market on Fourth Street, as 

well as other beautification projects such as revitalizing and 

expanding a local park, facade improvements, and adding 

trees, sidewalks, bus benches and lighting. However, these 

projects are she! ved when residents spend precious time and 

resources to keep Stericyle's medical waste processing 

facility from setting up shop. 

The story of the people ofWells Park vs. Stericycle is all too 

familiar to working class communities of color. Approximately 

70% of the residents <l!e people of color, mostly Chicanas/os. 

Clearly, this is a case of Environmental Racism. And the 

residents of Wells Park have good reason to be concerned 

about Stericycle' s operation. A report published by Health 

Care Without Harm documents incidents of negligence at 

Stericyclefacilities around the country including the mishandling 

of waste and exposing workers to dangerous pathogens. In 

1997 at a StericyclefaciUty in Morton, Washington, tuberculosis 

was diagnosed in three workers. Although Stericycle claimed 

no fault for workers contracting TB, an investigation by the 

Journal of American Medical Association concluded exposure 

to waste was the most likely source of transmission for at least 

one of the workers. 

The phone call from Fred and Jessie Sais led to an in-face 

meeting in which SWOP joined theirstruggle to stop Stericycle. 

A community meeting was organized where residents joined 

with other organizations such as the AI buquerque Partnership, 

the Southwest Research and Information Center, the New 

Mexico Environmental Law Center and members of adjacent 

[Continued at top of next page] 
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neighborhood associations. A coalition formed and a response 

to Stericycle' s proposal was initiated. Residents spoke to their 

neighbors, T.V. cameras and reporters about why Stericycle 

should not be permitted to operate in the neighborhood. A 

petition netting over400 signatures was collected and submitted 

to the State Environment Department. And when the permit 

hearing carried into the wee hours of the morning, they stayed 

to givetheirpubliccomment. 

Companies like Stericylce prey on low income people and 

communities of color. They look to site their facilities where 

they figure they will encounter the least amount of resistance . 

Working class communities of color often lack the 

infrastructure, organization and resources to participate in 

permit hearings requiring technical experts and attorneys. Or 

they are given the choice between the jobs polluting industries 

offer and the pollution they emit. However, people are 

organizing themselves in Wells Park and communities all 

across the nation. They are standing up, fighting back and 

getting better at it every day. 

Rethinking E_conomic 
Development 

from page 3 
they do not have the resources to petition for such subsidies. 
Applying for an IRB requires a bond attorney, lots of paper, 
and pampering by AED and the City Office of Economic 
Development. 
2. The City needs a clearly articulated economic development 
strategy. As was mentioned earlier, there is no such thing. 

Dr. Cordova's study focused on interviews with local 
stakeholders. Her interviews dispel some narrowly held 
myths by IRB cheerleaders: 
1. Critics do understand how the IRB process works. Dr. 
Cordova's study found that criticisms are not based on 
ignorance, but are reasoned, informed, and widely held. 
2. No one is advocating abolishing the tax incentive program. 
The recurring theme is that the program should be transparent, 
accountable to the public, and should foster local economic 
development. Even Adam Prager acknowledges that 
companies should expect that performance is tied to receiving 

subsidies. 
3. The community needs to define criteria and standards for 
companies receiving IRBs. Beneficiaries need to pay livable 
wages, protect our environment, invest locally, and provide for 
an organized, trained workforce. 
4. IRBs or other economic development tools need to be 
provided for local businesses, and finally: 

On the Cover: 

The art of Rini Templeton, 
books available from SWOP 

online at swop.net or by 
phone@ 505 247 8832. 

5. The City needs a clearly articulated economic development 
strategy. 

It's about time. The economic development strategy provides 
a great opportunity for broad-based pub! ic participation. The 
strategy should define our long-term and short-term goals for 
economic development. This should include increasing 
Albuquerque's real wages to livable standards over time, and 
defining what kind of industry we want to develop locally and 
what kind of industry to recruit. 

The strategy should also define the economic development 
tools that we want to use for our strategy. What kind of 
resources, incentives, and programs can we provide to allow 
local and small businesses to flourish? How and when do we 
use IRBs in a way that provides the maximum benefit to the 
community and that builds accountability into the process? 
What are other ways that we can harness capital and other 
resources that already exist locally and how do we keep these 
resources here? What are other creative ways that we can 
draw capital and resources to Albuquerque without making 
huge trade-offs? 

Who should be involved in developing Albuquerque' seconornic 
development strategy? Everyone. Economics is something 
that affects all of us injustaboutevery aspect of our lives. We 
all have a right and a role in deciding the economic future of 
our community. It's time for our political leaders to set the 
table with room for everyone to have a seat. 
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Young f eople 
, Sat~ No to 
Anti-Youth 

Agenda 

Youth 5_ymbolicall_y 
Charge Ma_yor with 

Abuse, Assault 

"According to our research, one police officer's overtime pay 
was more than two community center's annual budgets 
combined," says Victoria Rodriguez, a mother and organizer 
at SWOP. 

Young people, troubled by what they're calling the Mayor's 
anti-youth agenda, rallied in front of City Hall on Wednesday, 
July 31, 2002 at noon. Summer Interns from SouthWest 
Organizing Project organized the rally to highlight Mayor 
Martin Chavez' anti-youth record. 

Interns from SWOP are concerned about the Mayor's 
insistence on an unconstitutional curfew for young people, his 
attack on the New Mexico Children's Code and the use of 
APD' s 'Gang-Unit' to profile young people of color. Young 
people are also concerned about the Chavez' rhetoric when it 
comes to the city's youth. 

"We symbollically charged [the Mayor] with assault for 
saying he would 'spank' graffiti artists, and reckless child 
endangerment for using Family Services money to fund the 
Gang-Unit, aprimarilypunitiveprogramof APD," says Ryan 
House, a summer intern at SWOP. 

A group of the young people went up to the Mayor's office and 
hung crime scene tape around the office. The youth also hung 
satirical posters depicting the gang unit and the Mayor as 
gangsters themselves. (You can see the satirical posters 
online at www .swop.net) 

"The Mayor can't argue he's tough on crime if he continues 
to spend the City's dime on criminalization," says Fernando 
Abeyta. "We've had inflated policeand corrections budgets 
for years and crime still rises- it's time to put our money into 

programs designed to prevent crime and give young people 
something positive to do. The only thing we haven't tried is 
actually investing in young people." 

Those at the rally presented the mayor with 500 signatures of 
people who see the 'Gang-Unit ' as a mechanism for racially 
profiling young people of color and as a waste of 'family 
services' monies. 

Mayor Chavez claims the 'Gang-Unit' only goes after 'criminal 
activity.' 

"There are many other so-called task forces to deal with 
crime," says Celia Fraire, also an intern at SWOP. "Without 
a definition of a gang, the Gang Unit's only job is to harass and 
profile young people of color." 

Since the rally, Mayor Chavez has resorted to name-calling. 
At many speaking engagements he has refered to SWOP as 
dangerous and has even implied people in the organization are 
terrorists. 

"Marty likes to label people who don'tagree with him- in some 
cases he calls people 'radicals', other times he goes to 
extremes," says Michael Guerrero, SWOPco-Director. "This 
time he's gone too far- it is reckless for a city official to make 
targets of young people who merely disagree with his policies ." 

"I know we're going to be made out to be against the cops, but 
it just isn't the case, "adds Fraire. "This campaign is about the 
safety of our comunities and putting an end to the Mayor's 
anti-youth agenda." 
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A sense of flace 
by Teresa Cordova 

In fall 2000, the Albuquerque City Council, in response 
to pressure from local citizen groups, particularly SWOP, 
commissioned an independent review of its Industrial Revenue 
Bond (IRB) Program. IRBs have become controversial in the 
region since SWOP's mid-90s campaign against Intel 
Corporation's receipt of multi-billion dollar incentive packages. 
It carried forward this effort in its challenge to bonds received 
by Philips Corporation despite layoffs and unfilled promises. 
Still asking, "who pays, who benefits", community groups 
question the impact of Albuquerque's economic development 
policy on community stakeholders. The IRB Report, in two 
parts, includes an assessment of stakeholder perspectives and 
recommendations regarding Albuquerque's primary economic 
development tool. 

Job generation has been the primary stated goal of 
economic development professionals in their pursuit of industrial 
revenue bonds for corporations they recruit. The benefits of 
the IRB policy, however, are not 

but not for others? Or will Albuquerque become a city that 
prides itself on meeting the social, economic, and cultural 
needs of its residents and creating a special sense of place? 
Beyond the question of"Do the incentives really result in good 
economic development outcomes" Albuquerque, if it is to 
respond to all of its residents including long standing 
communities, must continue to ask, What kind of city do we 
want Albuquerque to be, in whose interests, and with what 
impacts? 

These are some of the questions that emerge when 
reviewing the perspectives of elected and appointed govern­
ment officials, unions, community organizations, neighbor­
hood associations and advocacy and service groups. The City 
Council is in a very important position to create the space for 
these issues to be discussed further and to be settled in a way 
that makes Albuquerque a better place in more broadly 
defined terms. It is important, therefore, to create the forums 
where these questions can be addressed and where a range 
of people can participate comfortably and effectively. 

In the mid-1990s in a period of prosperity, municipalities 
were generous in giving tax breaks to corporations. Now with 
economic slowdowns, they are experiencing a shrinking tax 

base. Cities throughout the country 
clearly evidenced. Given that 
household wealth has not 
increased during periods of job 
growth, stakeholders make the 
argument that the current approach 

What kind of city do we want 
Albuquerque to be, in whose 

interests, and with what impacts? 

are reconsidering their economic 
policies of the 1990s and beginning 
to be more selective and more 
strategic about how they pursue 
economic activity. So while 

to economic development is not reflected in quality jobs with 
possibilities for training and advancement. 

Stakeholders analyze the economy and the impacts of 
economic development policies including issues of availability 
and quality of jobs, the conditions under which a corporation 
receives tax advantages, corporate citizenship, and cultural 
and social aspects of quality oflife. Perhaps most importantly, 
the debate over IRBs raises the issues of who makes 
economic development decisions : is it only developers and 
economic development professionals or does it also include 
the citizenry and elected and appointed government officials? 

Stakeholders argue that a few "key actors" monopolize 
economic development policy and that the process and 
discourse should be opened to allow for a wider range of 
interests to be represented. An effective economic 
development plan requires the creation of a comfortable 
space and opportunities for inclusion. A clearplan will provide 
criteria and conditions for an effective industrial revenue bond 
policy . The city must engage in good business practices in the 
use of this tool. Defining a projected outcome and measuring 
the performance are a minimum. This is only possible with 
efficient and consistent record keeping and monitoring. 

Broader perspectives from community stakeholders bring 
forth the debate over the kind of city Albuquerque will 
become. Is it a city of rapid growth and job creation paralleled 
with exacerbated inequality, quickly building wealth for some, 

Albuquerque is not unique in its review of tax and economic 
development policies, it can be very unique in how it reviews 
those policies- who it allows to be part of the discussion, which 
factors it considers relevant, and how patient it is willing to be. 

Because this review of Industrial Revenue Bonds is 
inseparable from a discussion of economic development 
strategies and their impacts on creating the city, stakeholders 
took us into a discussion of the economy, economic 
development, taxation policies, decision making, the role of the 
government, corporate citizenship, and urban meaning. Specific 
to IRBs, community stakeholders also provide 
recommendations for improving the program on the decision 
making process, selection criteria and due diligence, reporting 
and monitoring, conditions for granting an IRB, and penalties 
for non compliance of agreements and conditions. 

A centuries old sense of cultural tradition is Albuquerque's 
most important, yet most fragile asset. Stakeholders value 
their "sense of place" and do not want careless development 
to destroy the cultural landscape. Economic activity should 
build upon assets of the community including its family based 
culture. 

Dr. Teresa Cordova is a professor in the School of Architecture 
and Planning at the University of New Mexico. She authored the 
report, Albuquerque's Industrial Revenue Bond Program: 
Community Stakeholder Perspectives and Recommendations 
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SWOP Materials ... 
... Justice never looked so good! 

Now celebrating 20 years in the struggle for 
social justice, the SouthWest Organizing Project 
continues to have a tremendous impact on the 
politica l landscape of New Mexico. Your pur­
chases support the fight for water rights in 
traditional communities, the challenge to greedy 
global corporations, and promoting youth 
leadership! 

Read it. see it, hear it. Whatever 
you do iust know it. baby! 

"500 Years of Chicano 
History in Pictures", 

and counting .. . 

Own the book banned in Vaughn, 
New Mexico for teaching the truth 
about Chicano culture. "500 
Years ... " has been sold as far away 
as Ireland and Australia. Find out 
why! 

$18 paperback, $38.50 hardback. 

The video version of the 
book "500 years of Chicano 
History ... " 
In Spanish or English! 
$38.50 (individuals) 
$53.50 (institutions) 

Speciall Buy the combo packl 
Own the paperback book and video: 
Individuals $45 Institutions $60 

Order now: 
(505) 247-8832, FAX (505) 247-9972 
swop@ swop.net 

or order from our website at www.swop.net 
SWOP now accepts MasterCard and Visa! 

To Order: Send your name, address, phone no., describe the item you are ordering & send with check, money order, or credit card info 
to: South West Organizing Project, 21 1 I Oth St. S.W. , Alburquerq ue, NM 87 102-2919. 505-247-8832; Fax 505-247-9972; Web www. swop.net 

Have a 
steaming hot 

cup of 
justice ... 

Cafe Maya Ik' 
from Chiapas, 

Mexico 

You can support economic development 
for the people of Chiapas and their 
struggle for justice! 
Coffee lovers will enjoy the deep, rich 
flavor. 

1 Pound Dark 
Roasted Coffee 
Beans $13°0 

Vacuum Packed. 

More SWOP Gear!!! 

swop Baseball Caps 
Black with embroidered silver 
olde english letters $17 

SWOP T-shirts $12 
Black or White, SWOP's logo on right sleeve, and 
SWOP name and these words on front upper left: 
"Justice where we live, Justice where we work, 
Justice Where we Play." 

CHICANO HISTORY TEACHING KIT 

Includes: a paperback copy of 500 Years of Chicano 
History in Pictures, the video iViva La Causa! 500 
Years of Chicano History in Spanish OR English, and 
A Curriculum Guide for Elementary and Secondary 
School Teachers by Judy Zalazar Drummond and 
Susan Katz Weinberg. This 70 page Guide is divided 
into 12 themes, each with a synopsis and sample 
lesson plan that will motivate student participation in 
discussions and activities aimed at exploring the Chicano 
experience.Piease indicate English or Spanish video. 

$114 

THEARTOF RINI TEMPLETON 
This 250 page book contains hundreds of designs 
depicting people's 
struggles and 
cultures. Rini was 
a "movement" artist 
who spent her life 
between Mexico 
City, northern New 
Mexico and northern California. $17 

Sacred Waters: Life-Blood of Mother Earth 
Four Case Studies of High- Tech Water Resource 

Exploitation and Corporate Welfare in the 
Southwest 

This 174 page book studies the impacts of the high-tech electronics 

industry on the water resources and infrastructure of four communities, 

and details the work of community based organizations in the four areas. 

Published by the Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic 

Justice and the Campaign for Responsible Technology. 1997. 

$11.50 (NM residents: add $.58 tax) 

Intel Inside New Mexico 
A Case Study of Environmental 

and Economic lniustice 

Read aboutthe expansion oflntel's 
highly profitable semiconductor 
plant in Rio Rancho, N.M . Intel 
Insidetells how "high tech" industry 
uses the promise of jobs to bleed 
massive public subsidies and 
natural resources from a poor 
state. Published by SWOP. 176 pages. 1995. 

$11.50 (NM residents: add $.58 tax) 



WE WANT YOU TO JOIN THE SOUTHWEST ORGANIZING PROJECT 

The South West Organizing Project is a multiracial, multi­
issue community based organization, founded in 1980. 

We are working for the self-determination of all peoples. 
Self -determination is when we take direct responsibility in 
running our communities. We work for social and eco­
nomic justice at home and abroad, and live by the principle 

that as community and working people, we have theoright 
to control our own lives and resources. 

Become a part of the growing movement for social justice 

by joining SWOP. Help make our communities a better 

place to live, to work, and to play. You can become a 
SWOP member if you agree with our mission statement: 

Working to empower our communities in the Southwest 
to realize racial and gender equality and social and 
economic justice! Members are asked to pay $24 a year 

for membership dues. THAT'S ONLY 7¢ PER DAY!! 

r----------------------------------------~ I _Yes, I want to subscribe to Voces Unldas _Yes, I want to join SWOP! I 
I I 

I _ Individual Subscription, 1 year/4 issues $10.00 I 
I _Institutional Subscription, 1 year/4 issues $25.00 Name I 
I _ Sustainer Donation, 1 year/4 issues $50.00 I 
I _ SWOP Membership Dues, 1 year $24.00 Address I 
I Members receive a free subscription to Voces Unidas. I 
I City, State, Zip I 

Make check/money order payable to and send to SWOP 

I 211 1Oth St. SW • Alburquerque, NM 87102-2919 Credit Card Number. expiration date I 

I Please let us know if your address has changed I 
I . Telephone Number I 

~----------------------------------------~ 

Southwest Community Resources, Inc. 
South West Organizing Project 
211 lOth Street S.W. 
Alburquerque, NM 87102-2919 

Address Service Requested 

Hem1an Baca 
710 E 3rd St 
National City, CA 91950-1323 
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Baca, as well as other national 
.leaders and organizations .such 

· :as MALDEF, LULAC. The Ameri­
can G. I. Forum, and The National 
Council ·of . La Raza, have · all 
pointed out the fact that the u.~ . 
Government admits that of the 1 
million persons apprehended by 
the INS/Border Patrol, 95% are of 
Mexican ancestry. This, in spite of 
the- fact ·that the U.S. _Census 
·Department ln _1989 reported that 
less ~han ~8% .of the undocu­

.mented aliens are persons of 
:t._.Mexican ancestry. . · ·. .. . 

"This is why we, as Chicanos, 
have been unable to look at either­
the Democratic or the Republican 
Parties for a solution. Both have 

. been a party' to the creation of the 
INS/Border Patrol," said Baca . 

. ".One has· only to ' look at San 
D iego, the 'Vietnam of the 
southwest', for an Immediate 
example: Here, we have one of the 
top Democratic liberal represen­
tatives in the state, Congressman 

-~ir:n .Bates, who voted for _the 
Simpsoll-Mazzoli plsn. He was 
.only 1 of. 2_ in the entfre state .to 
vote for Simpson-Mazzo!i. But, he 
was not the exception.' The top -
Democrat of ·the nation, . Tip 
O'Neill, and his Democratically 
controlled House voted to 
approve the Simpson-Ma.zzbli 

· bill! This is a complete betrayal of 
the 20 million Latinos of this 
country," Baca told the crowd. 

"Presidential candidate Mon­
dale, and his running mate, 
Geraldine Ferraro, attempted to 
bamboozle us into believing that _1970 "Chicano Moratr;>rium March" brought the people 'together. Nothing remaine_d but trash, the hurt and the police. they opposed the Simpson- -- - ,. __ .,. -· · ·-~ · · · ; , . . ., .. ,_· . . - Mazzoli bill. Yet, before the vote in :; :the audience,. "just as we have 'a . ,.Tod_ay . we are once agai_n ; [ fearl~ss-ness _that .the ge!'ler-~ti§n ... B~d~ sai~-- .,_, • ,- _ ._ . • . )opul~ti~_n! -:· ;· .,_ __ :·:the House, and in the. Senate, . 5 right t? be_ here in San Fra~cisco . . fa~ing a ·similar thr~at to our ·_ ~~of~~he ?9~ had. ~he. ~~re_at to+da_y, ,. ::..; :;"Th~r' p~!it~~j-~n.s ,.:who ~av~ , <~_Their . pr~posals . t~. create ;, [!e_it~e~ one o~~e rais~d .. t_~eir : ·we ·are a new generat1on of . ex1stence. The. new 'V1etnam' for ~~owever, ts far ·more senous. It is ·. proposed. ·the . S1mpson-Mazzoh .- nat19nal -identity cards, -to have _vo1ces tn opposltl(~nl. Th1s is why :~ ,Chicanos ·and ~atin_os .: What w~ -~ -our gente! On~e again, we· face .a . ·1_a,threat to o_ur basic:S!Jrvi~~): lfihe.~/.t~f~l - ~~a oth~(,lmfitjg:r~tio_~ -pl~_ns -. -~e~pl_oy~~ l>.anc!io~~. \~ P,r<:>vide ·a . :Chicanos have t~. ":JOYEJ - bey~~d . . . · -: ._ ar~ celebrating, actually, was the .. ,crisis ",where ,..:thcius~nds · ,ypon : ' policies beif1g ~pfopos~d qy~tbis,:! ... ~re" r:tilft~lking·.a.bo~t}:ontr~l.!irg ·1, fal~:e ~amne~~. ·to ,- inc·r~a,s·e the ·_.} ,.he ch~~r_ing sect_i~n ! of..-;the_ ' · . . :~ _!irst_ ~evolution of the $P_irit and of ·,:" th~us~n~-~ : of _<,~exic_at:~_s: :and . -t ~:~o~try'_s_ - l,egil>~att.l~e· !o' s~f·~-t~e /im'm_i_gra~ion_.; _Jhey· .. ~.r~ ' t~l~l~g--~~Bo~~er,:Pa~r<?..l .. (th_e on!Y_._~~tio_i'tal · ·. political ar~r:-a.-.~e.\'Vitpe~~d t~e -­·· the r:nind _of 'the Ch1cano ... A .- Chl<?anos ar~. petng V1Ct1m1zed, "" 1mm1gra~1on p~oblell)S (S1m spn- . ,_abo,ut .a~ !~s1d1_ous legar.m~chan.- ·.-P<;>I_tce forc;:e cr~ate~ .toJ~_e_rse~ute )wpocra~y · B~ ,.t ~e .~ 1-:f~sp~-~ tc · ·, •. : _re~olution whic_~ ·said . !n_o mas'. _-_.degraded and <:lehumaniz~,d .by • : ·~azzpf.i · ~ 1 mmlgra~ior1 . bill , ~·~e :- · ·ism ;·to ·control, . contf!Jn ,'·. - ~n~ .- a : seg m~n~_ .. C?_!-) hl S:~co~2.H.Y's -,~de~e~_a!ion_ c_o~ing .troll} the : • No ··longer w111 ·we accept / .government! . .:._ , · .- ·_; -·. passed, 20 milli_on ·chica os/ . eyent~ally, _ destr~y _ the _ soql~l. -,_ . populat lpn) ~~and to l!'~ta1 1 a _. ~ ~heenr:tg sect1_on at the Demo- . . passively the · role of the wifling · ! "We . must ·· confront this new .. ·. Latinos wi II ·be i rrevoc bly .political and economic fabric of bracero ·prog-ram are all mechan- - . · (See: sp'eeches End, pg. 8) · . ·-victim of an ·uncaring society! ·.-crisis with the same courage and condemned to slow extinc\i~>n." this · nation's Chica'no/Hispahic isms to control and eliminate our 
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