
_OPEN L£TT£R 

To the Menbers of 
Brawley City Council 
Brawley ,Calif. 

Dear Sirs: 

Ben· Yellen, MoD$ 
128 SJuth 8th St. 

Brawley, Calif. 
. February 25, 1962 

The Brawley News has reported that you intend to finance 
the building of a pipeline fr.).m. the l.Llperial Vulley Farners .Assoc .. 
Labor Camp which is ½ nile North of the city lir..i ts to c-::rnnect with 
a pipeline bel )nging to the City of Brawley and leading to our new 
sewage disposal plant. 

•rno Imper5.al Valley Fanners Assoc. is a private organization 
node llp of big f'ar.cers and wtiohis not even located in the city 
linits~ This Association is quite wealthy and in recent years 
distributed to its members $150,00~~oo in parofits in a single year. 

Furthermore tho imported Mexican braceros housed in this 
camp, by getting the farnwork, have caused the serious unenploy­
ment of nany of our resident farnworkerso These resident farm-, 
workers and their fanilies have in many instances been forced to 
move so that the nerchants of Brawley have lost many customers. 

-Many stores have closed up and tµe town is beo0r1ing a ghost town. 

I nust point out to you that this canp of th,e Irperial 
Valley Farners Association is ou-t;side the city linits Df Brawley 
and as such there is no legal reason for the City of Brawley to 
finance this pipelineo As a natter of fact, if you go ahead and 
finance this project, you will be using the Brawley taxpayers 
money illegallYo 

The Imperial Valley Famers Association nakes trenendous 
profits fr:Jn this canp and there is no noral reason for it to 
nooch noney fron the City of B:t·awleyo This Assoc., consists nainly of 
big corporations whose OWNERS DO NOT EVEN. UVE IN IMPERIAL VALLEY. 

outside Big . Growers use 93% of the braceros located in 
this canp. If Brawley finances ~his pipeline, it neans that out­
siders that do not live here or pay city taxes, are getting the use 
of our noneyo Tht,se very sar.:r.e outsiders escape 50% to 75% of 
their county prope:r-·ty taxes on the farnland they owno 

IS THE CITY OF BRA½'LEY BEING RUN FOR THE BENEFIT OF ITS 
RESIDENTS OR FOR THE BENEFIT OF THESE OUTSIDERS???? 

The I.operial Valley Farr.:..ers Assoca has not contributed 
anything to the new sewage disposal plant. The noney ca.Cle fro~ the 
residents of Brawley. 

The proper procedure io for the Ir,~perial Valley Fan:1ers 
.Association to build the pipe.line with their own finances. Tnen 
the City of Brawley should charge then a fee for the pernission to 
hook on to our pipeline. 

If y) u persist in the attenpt to finance this pipeline 
for the .Association., :t intend tn start a Citizens Cono1ttee to sue 
each nenber of the Council for nisuae of the city's funds and also 
ask for puni ti we danag es. We wi 11 ask that you re pay the city. 

Yours t~~:iy Yell~n·;-~ M~";.;cll,__r,,'--""' 
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