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Professor H. Bethe 
Physics Depar~~ent 
Cornell University 
I thica 1 lfew York 

Dear BatheJ 

March 15, 1J50 

I belisve I asked you \'thl':tht:r you could come 

to C .icago to s meeti~ from ar·ch H to April 2. 

W(:l found .t t impossible to o.rre.n"-'e this meeting 

s ince those f:hom we anted Jr·.ost ~era not free at 

that ti, e. I thoubbt I would let you know f;O that 

you vwuldn' t ~eep y our 1..irue UntHilCeseE>.ri ly f r oe fo r 

that period . 

It is ,i,)OSsible th1:1t tbe meetin~ ~ill be 

e.r ranoed or a ll ter date , and 1i so , I "Rill let 

you ':no as ~.oon au the date i., set. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

wv 
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Dr. Hens A. Bethe 
L&borbtOJ1 of ~uclear Studies 
Cornell University 
I thic , N£w York 

De£Lr Bethe: 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Il11no1e 
Karch 24, 1950 

Nany thunks for your letter of the 2lot and the enclosures 

contained wit.b it. The old pages of your· mu.nuscript, pages 6, 

7, nd 9, I am returning to you enclosed as per your circular 

letter of March 20. 

I do not intend to follow up our broadcast by any more 

a.newe1~s or discussions in the preew, but I mi~ht write an 

8.rtiole for the Foreign Policy Association in which I shall 

touch upon the political aspects of murder f.n suicide. If 

opinion at present 15 that this is technically diffieul t, 

but i f possible, then politically an important deiensive device. 

Natu1ally it is not a short range possibility. Cushman's list 

is interesting, thout~:h some of the names which he put down with 

a star I know very well and some o · them are 4,uite unsuitable 

because of poor power of Jud6ment. However, the list may contain 

some very useful SUe;6 estions even lhou"'h it is heavily wei6 hted 

in favor of professors . 
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2 - Hans A. Bethe - March 24, 1950 

I shall attempt to keep in touch with you, and if you pass through 

Chicago, plea se try to contact me. I live at the ~uadr ngle Club, 

telephone Hyde Park 5-8601. 

Sincere.l.,y yours, 

Leo Szilard 

wv 





CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
LABORATORY OF NUCLEAR STUDIES 

ITHACA, NEW YORK 

Professor Leo Szilard 
Hotel Kempinski 
Kurfurstendarnrn 27 
Berlin Wl 5 
Germany 

Dear Szilard: 

December 31 , 1957 

Thank you very much for your letter of 
November 29 concerning pensions for former German 
Privatdozents. 

I did not know about th i s law, and have applied 
for such a pension with the German Consulate in New York. 
Thanks very much for drawing my attention to this; I hope 
you are eligible, too. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Hans A. Bethe 
HAB:vhr 



CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
LABORATORY OF NUCLEAR STIJDIES 

ITHACA, NEW YORK 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel DuPont Plaza 
Washington 6 , D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

March 30 , 1962 

When Dr. Bethe returned to his office this 
morning, I told him that you had called and inquired about 
the statement which was issued early in 1950 about the 
H-bomb. 

He said the statement appeared in the New York 
Times about the end of January or beginning of February 
1950 ; he thought it was on a Saturday, closest to the 
first of February. He gave me a few of the names of 
persons who had signed it. Then, on looking in an old 
folder on the H-bomb, we found the enclosed s heets ( a copy 
of the statement and a list of the signers). 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

-dLNA?~ 
Mrs. Velma H. Ray 
Secretary to Dr. Bethe 



A few days ago, President Truman decided that this $OUntry 
should go ahead with the construction of a hydrogen bomb. 

This decision was one of the utmost gravi~y. Few of the 
men who publicly urged the President to make this decision can 
have reRlized its full import. Among the reports in the press 
was a great deal of misinformation. However, it was stated 
correctly that a hydrogen bomb, if it can be made, would be 
capable of developing a power 1000 times greater than the present 
atomic bomb. New York, or any other of the greatest cities of the 
world, could be destroyed by a single hydrogen bomb. 

We believe that no nation has the right to use such a bomb, 
no matter how righteous its cause. This bomb is no longer a 
weapon of v.rar but a means of extermination of whole populations. 
Its use would be a betrayal of all standards of morality and of 
Christian civilization itself. 

Senator McMahon, in a speech on Thursday, has pointed out to 
the American people that the possession of the hydrogen bomb 
will not give positive security to this country. We shall not 
have a monopoly of this bomb, but it is certain that the Russians 
will be able to make one too. In the case of the fission bomb 
the Russians required four years to parallel our development. In 
the case of the hydrogen bomb they will probably need a shorter 
time. 1tle must remember that we do not possess the bomb but are 
only developing it, and we have given to Russia, through indiscre­
tion, the most valuable hint that our experts believe the develop­
ment possible. Perhaps the development of the hydrogen bomb has 
already been under way in Russia for some time. But i£ it was 
not, our decision to develop it must have started the Russians on 
the same program. If they had already a going program, they 
will redouble their efforts~ 

Statements in the press have given the power of the H bomb 
as between 2 and 1000 times that of the present fission bomb, 
Actually the thermonuclear reaction~which the H bomb is based, 
is limited in its power only by the amount of hydrogen which can 
be carried in the bomb. Even if the power were limited to 1000 
times that of a present atomic bomb, the step from an A-bomb to 
an H-bomb would be as great as that from an ordinary TNT bomb to 
the atom bomb, 

Tq create such an ever-present peril for all the nations in 
the world is against the vital interests of both Russia and the 
United States. Three prominent senators have called for renewed 
efforts to eliminate this weapon, and of other weapons of mass 
destruction from the arsenals of all nations. Such efforts should 
be made, and made in all sincerity from both sides. 

In the meantime, we urge that the United States,through its 
elected government, make a solemn declaration that we shall never 
use this bomb first. The only circumstance which might force us 
to use it would be if we or our allies were attacked by ~ bomb. 
There can be only one justification for our development of the 
hydrogen bomb, and that is to prevent its use.-



List of SignerB: 

(All the signers are Professors of Physics at their respective 
Universities~ except for Dr. Tuve) 

s. K. Allison, Director of Institute for Nuclear Studies 
University of Chicago 

K. T. Bainbridger Harvard University 
H~ A~ Bethe~ Cornell University 
R. B~ Brode, University of California 
c. Co Lauritsen~ Director of Kellogg Radiation Labor atory 

California Institute of Technology 
F. W. Loomis 9 Chairman of Physics Department, University of 

Illinois 
G. B~ Pegram, Dean of Graduate Faculties 9 Columbia University 
B. Rossis Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
F. Seitz, University of Illinois 
M. A. Tuve, Director~ Department of Terrestrial Magnetism, 

Carnegie Instituti on~ Washington, Do C? 
v. F. Weisskopf, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
M. G. White, Princeton University 

During the War, Professor Allison was Director of the Metal­
lurgical Laboratory in Chicago in which the first atomic pile was 
built and the Hanford pile was designeda La ter on, he was Associ ­
ate Director of the Los Alamos Laboratory o Professors Bainbridge 
and Bethe were division l eaders, and Professors Brode 9 Rossi, and 
Weisskopf were l eaders of i mport ant groups a t Los Alamosa Pro­
fessor Lauritsen was the director of an i mportant subcontract 
project working for the Los Alamos Labor ato ry, as well as of an 
indep endent wartime project. Professor Seitz led an i mportant 
group' in the Metallurgical Laboratory and the Oak Ridge Lab­
oratory. Dean Pegram was the director of the early atomic energy 
project at Columbia. 

Professor Loomis was Associate Director of the Radiation 
Laboratory at Mo I. T. which was the chief labor atory developing 
Radar in this country o Professors Bainbridge and White were 
division l eaders in that l aborato ry, and others of the group were 
also members of the laboratoryo Dr& Tuve was Director of the 
project which developed the proximity fuse, and Professor Brode 
was a prominent member of that groupo 

Professor Lo omis is r etiring president of the American 
Physical Society~ Professor Lauritsen is Vice-Pres ident e l ec t of 
the Society, Professor Pegram Treasurer and past president, 
Professors Seitz and Weisskopf are members of the Council and 
Professor Bethe member of the council elect a The signers do not 
sp eak for the Physical Society, nor for any other group. 



CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
LABORATORY OF NUCLEAR STUDIES 

ITHACA, NEW YORK 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
1500 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 6 , D.C. 

Dear Leo: 

September 18 , 1962 

I have thought some more about your proposal, 
and have concluded that I do not want to go. 

Part of my reason is that I really would not 
know what to say . I agree very largely with the attitude 
and the proposals of our government during the last year, 
and I find very little response from the Russians. It 
really is their turn. 

A second point is that in my opinion there are 
now many easy channels of communication between the two 
governments. Informal discussions at Geneva are one 
important channel. Another are discussions between 
Dobrynin and various members of the U.S. Government. I 
am told that these discussions are conducted in a very 
frank manner even if they do not seem to lead to any 
concrete results. Finally, the Working Groups of the 
Pugwash Conference although not official are certainly 
contacts in which very similar problems can be and have 
been discussed as those which you had in mind for the 
"Conference of Angels " . 

Yours sincerely, 

' Hans A. Bethe 
HAB:vhr 
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