
POLKA TIME 

by Joseph Byrd 

Polka Time is dedicated to Pauline Oliveros. 

For three accordionists with optional bass accordion. 

MATERIALS NEEDED: one score and black overlay for 
each player; a large time clock with sweep-second 
hand: on the clock the first quarter (1-15u) is 
painted red or black, as 

INSTRUCTIONS: During the first fifteen second period 
of each minute the performers will play the score as 
written. Precisely at the 15 second mark they stop, 
no matter where they are in the music. At this point, 

ey a e e ac over ays and drop hem over the 
scores (not necessarily directly over). For there
maining forty-five seconds they play only the fra ments 
visible through the over ays. he zero point they 
re urn o e una ere score, rebeginning the phrase 
that was cut short previously. ..4..gain at the quarter 
mark they stop short and use the overlays. In this 
way they continue through the piece, which is over 
when the entire score has been completed. 

INTERPRETATION: Standing is preferable to sitting. 
The score (polka) should be performed literally and as 
fast as technically perfectable. The performance of 
the overlain score allows somewhat more freedom: where 
clef is not apparent, a fragment may be performed in 
either bass or treble. Likewise with accidentals. 
Basic tempo should be maintained in performing each 
fragment, but the choice of where within the 45" period 
the fragment is placed is free. No fragment should be 
repe~ted. Each performer may choose and alter the stops 
used for the various fragments. It may be advisable for 
one performer to count out the tempo just prior to the 
zero point each time. The performers should rehearse 
bowing together. 
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