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Au~ t 1 Oth, 1964-

.,, .. The a tach d Pa rdl evo1-.i 
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Cam;ping llo c .. in reap 
tor c . t1f'ica tlon 

Native Affairs, 

For ded please. The preae:ccc; of 
opera lion "Sprink.le.r" had very good 
ett et Li villages nearer MOREHEAD 
It w a ll accepted near V AM but-ti!IPW,.....,....-....~.,..llOia]--_.. .... ~ ... 
have quite the same prestige owing to th 
soldiers being aaoowhs.t etter and more tired. 

_ 11... ·7-4-1 
• Augua 26th, 196l.$.. 
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Ia\e•• - had re . the cliclllar b•t tn •tte a"1at U •til 
7• ltnugbt it t• miad.. I will tr7 te police it u ••ll •• 
PO!Bilale ltst a will ll doultt ap • that it lit tair1,- 4Utto.it 
M do wit a Pelice Det obaeDt et It ••bere. Tlli.a tntiag baa 
'-eia ,.ug '""' tor 7eare aJ1d " Will U.Y• \e •I! r the o••tal. 
n.llac•s ••thlae in exeM.age. I will t ab it thu aa4 let 
7ou • 7 PI' a iri the near t•t •• 
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T elegrom. DISADM 

Telephone 216 67-1-2 
Our P f uer1Ct1. ... .. ... ../. ..... .. .. .... . ..... . 

1/ collu,g a. ~ for 
~fr....... .. . ................................. . 

TERRJTURY OF PAPUA AND NE"\V GUl l:A 

Department of Disb'ict Administration, 
Sub-District Office, 
Morehead, 
estern Di s tric t, 

Papua. 

13tr. July, 1965 

Th Diotrict mmisaioner, 
Western D ict, 
District Office, 
~ 

Morehead Patrol• No.2 of' 1964/6~ - Repo:t by Mr E.B.C. Johneton, C.P.O. 

Attach d please find two copi s o the abov~ report. It must b~ 
remembered that this ·s th~ first report sub tted by r Johnston and 
that therefore a high standa.rd cannot easonably be expected, and conversely 
Mr Johnston must read comments on it in the light of constructive criticisa. 
It is pointless to say that the rerort a good on , becaus~ it i£ not, 
but it is neat and tid7, and there is evidence th Mr Johnston has given 
thought to the pecu itiee and problems of the area, as weil as evidence 
tha~ work o! a higher standard is possible in future reports. 

It is unfcrtuna.te that Ml· Johnston did not subau.t a ·full report as 
requested of hill his patrol instructions. Th~ followi,ng o! the form ot 
reporting as set out in volume 1 of the ~tanding Instructions handbook, 
would not on1y have resulted in the reader ga~ing a better knowledge of the 
area, but would have caused the writer to give thoug~t and considerati n to 
aspects which it je apparent he entirely negle~ted. 

While a patrol report written in strict 'officialese' can be a boring 
document ~o read, so too can an over flowery styl of composition, 
particularly ii .Jorda are used with which the writer i1:> on17 ~rtl7 
familiar, as this leads to ~agueness and confu3i~a. (I have seen man 
swamps in the Jeateru District, bit nev r y~t a perpfndicular on~). 
· ~nilst n~~ faulting Mr Johnston's gr"Ullmar, the style used is not suitable 
fo :· c<'nci ae1y impartin knowledge, t!ie dilary in. par 1.1icu1ar containing too 
muc on-esoential i~formstion and comment. 

Facetious and C:7Ilical comment on other Departments a d officers is 
uncalled for, and ill-becoming from a Junior officer, and i is hoped th t 
Mr Johnston will not employ this approach in futux·e report ·• 

Th, prvblem of finding some means whereby the people of this area can 
earn en~ugb money to satisfy their needs is discussed in every report 
writ ten f r o . this office, and there is a wealth of comment on file here. 
However, the proble~ still remains. Unfortunately it is necessary to be 
brutally realistic when cons iderlng- this • . Mr Johnsto bas made many 
sug6eotions covering various means of trahsport, a.~d many form.a of 
c orrunercihl endeavour. Vebicu.ui. r transport to many of the villages is 
impos s ible, and short of expending vast sums of money will remain so. In 
any case those village· ~n vehicular roads have shown uo interest in 
0 xploiting wh~t transport facilit~es are available. Similariy, a plan to 
dig a ca nal from S ki Lagoon to Morehead must surely e out of the queStion. 
The only possible answer is for boats travelling the Fly to call in at 
Buki Lagoon. There is little reason why this could not work. 

Referrinr, to v~ rious poaoible Jevelopment schemes, cattle is out of 
the question du e t o th proximity of ~he est Irian border. I am unaware 
of th e cur ent m r ke t for co al gum, but I an. sure if the people showed 
i nterest.in it anc a mar et w~ ~vnilaole, D.A.S.F. could arrange pure ae 
funds, ana I seriously doubt they f~ ile d to do t his in tae pc.iat; if 
quantities a copal gu.r were bought into the otation and not purchased, 



road. 

F?r your in:!onaation, 



T .1.,,rwn, °""""" 
r .. ~ ... 
OW' IMeNnu... . .67~~ ....... . 
If oaU1n9 .Ja /or 
Mr ... .. . ......... I.AH.: LB 

The Director, 

7 SEP· 1965 

Depa.rt...nt of Diatrict ldmln18tretion, 
ltlllOOBIJ· 

Depar:ment of Di&lrid t\clminisfration, 
W:atern District, 
J2Alm 

2nd i:tember, 1965 • 

PM.'ROL McmmEJD 2/1964~' - UPPER MOR!BIAD OEISUS 
DIJISICll , 

Attacned 11 Mr. ! .B .C .JOBNSTOH 9 e initial patI·ol ,.eport or 
hie tin patrol (10 ~qa). It la ideouatel7 cOYer.d l?7 the acting 
Jaeiltant Dtatrict CG-1es1oner, partioularl7 re~ ative to o sposit~"1n 
and eom lac of logic on the aubJect on econoa1c por;sibUitiu. 
~ vlib Mr. DOUGLAS•• nerall uses nt or the report, which 1• 
firet olaa1 Sand~ p1Ctorial COJJ7· .. 

2. Jonethelees, lt 1• pleaaing to ... pronounced power• ot 
observation, on vhlcb the ottlcer •ritl corcratulation. When -4494 
expert.nee leads to aore logic-al eal7a1s, I loot t'orvard to further 
expoe!tlon r problems, tesether vith realistic 9'11gestion1, trom thi 
office. 

;i. To Ht jut a tev upecte straight. lJpOll tH Oft1oar-a 
Charp's application t tbe Dbtrict lcriculturu Oftic r, uq pereou 
br1ng!nc copal pa to llJRIDJD..,. expect 1-Mlate Jd lb ~ t. fllt.. 
ie the :OARD price bued, u at lllJlfGA, on 1'ree Adaini.stratioa aoow transpOrt 
here. hen on th18 buie, the Depart•nt of jp-ic11lture, Stoek u 
71aur1•• •u'Ntl7 nean ld lb. Should the Mo"'wad --~··• Socl ·;7 
interested !n parch&aing copra, the s- transport facility &t:1pl.:1.ea - at 
l$ut tor the present. ~ the eurrent DARO' JUXbma 18 s-ld, the S.Ciety•a 
otter ahould no~ •~* 3d - s1 !at ta. •treipt pqabb " cl.,-. WI oaruiot 
otter arower transportation to DARD, vtitwh lnnitably .ach baa hu a vould 
be owner-traveller. With tile proot tuba apirit om on pal.a worth .30 
tbes lt. copra production, I tor.see little early development except bJ" 
abatai.nere. llJR!BIM> soila and climate c(l!Jlpletely preolttde c11eao development 1 
nov nen a r1..aky crop in RAB AlJL. Total Ul"ket deaand tor chill ias is 
insignificant and -'equately .. ryieed. B7 no aeans are cattle or deer 
diacannted, when ether agricultural activity can ieWYe othb~, more 
populated, Western District areaa r ,../' 4J~ UK 

4. Trr.nsport · ill alwai remain a. major prc;blea, particularly 
relatb'e to timber and rubber. MCfi!HEAD people not on rivers mat tact the 
tact that their econOIQ' is l nr likel7 to go be7oftd cartag~ on one 1 s baok, 
a doukey, or OYer bicyele b~s. 

5. Inaotar aa +ho repon is provooative, this is to Mr. JCl!NSCIPa 
credit. Cyn1c18a is not. 

. ... 
(I.A.Holda). 

iW5ffl J)IS'lJICT cW'liI~. 

P. S. You '*ill poesibly ,.. est ion tM written lnatru.ctlone on .ti 2-man oatrol. 'nl1.s 
wss necessitated b1 Mr. JOOWSC!l 'a strange behaviour end tAndencies,, ot 
vbich 1ou hne umle nereon8l evidence. What, however~ hatrol did 
prove is that Mr. JCll1'~Cl1 is riuite keen and apt 1n his , flt. uwork compared 
to bis relative uaeleasneas otherwise. 
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