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TERRITOKY OF PAPL'A AND NEW GUINEA 

T~~ ... .. ... .. ............... -····. 

Our Re/enince .~•1 ................. . Department of D~trict Admmittration. 
If calluig a1lt fur 

1• ._..~ \M iln\ t.. ,.._. ta. H.m12 -..t.1 wU1 Nta)tlla 
AU PM .. •' Tui.w ... Ma la tlaia NSI••• 38el•t ~ _. li .... 

ia ....... .., *-14 ,. .... ,.._ ..... 

• •• i,/2 



2/67-68. 

J.nossELL-PELL. · o ,.._·~ 

MOIA.N,S~trlB OK-TiDI~otrTR i 

CDISUS DIVISIOMS. 



Depa ed tat Oil 11'~ Tradawind dinghy,powered by a Mercury 20bp engin ,4t 09.15. 
Fl7 RiYer ••r1 floo4ed.~ 
Arri••4 juiacti~n of ~ and Fly river - 10.20. 

10. 40. 
13.29. 
13.1;0 .. 
14-.00. 
15.50. 

Arri•ed oian 1- (!)e •• uo1 
Tax collection and talks until-
Depe.rte4 Roiaa 1- oo-wAtJ 
Ar~••• jlUlotion of Fly and ....._ ri•er•
Arri• d St tioa-

Patrol stood down brie!ly,awaiti~g arriv 1 of 28hp ngine from 
llingerua. 

ca.~o• power•d by Johnson 28h •ngine-

talka until-

until-

ri 1era-

1' IGHT. 

river waa n vig ble all 
told that it •a•-

i-ercur1 

t.hat wa had arrived.~eople arrived to 

.3PEi~T NIGdT. 

of a badly burned baby .... told to get it to ho 

mo7ing their Tillage to ~ ~it• 
that tney can articipate in tne rubberocheme. 

t lks until- 15.05. 

f~ernoon tryin to repair ~h Johnson 28 h en in~. 
repair +-he wat r pump. Talked to peo¥le who ca.1 .. 
lp. 

sunda1 3/916.u 
Departed Y.aremgu-
Arri ved Karemgu cauo~ pla e-

laid off illagers 
Departed Karemgu canoe place
Arri ved Fly river-
~rri ed lngamarut-

.JL.uPT I ~.HT. 

who na elp d to carry our cargo. 

15.11. 
15.41. 

0 7 . } • 

08. 15 . 
·10. 1+5 . 
15.17 f' 

Onc e 3.gain g t the Johneon 
SLEP lI HT . 

ater puaap goin,;-to nr::' av·dl. 



; (">da:r: 4/9/oz. 
Departed Angamarut-
Arri ved mowth of Erekta riv8r 
Arriv}d Niungc~b·n(oa nband~ne , p cple h&fe m~v d to ixekta)-

River . ry n ti~bly Lower. 
rrived mouth of Alice rivar(Ok- e )

Ar~ived ran 1 -

07.40. 
1 o.y;. 
12.35. 

rief rAR • 
Aran 1 -

an 2 -
Cons .der:\bl 
to wat r in 

a~ e,perienc ed et#~ n A an 1 an ~,o•in 
1. 

1r uesday 5i9J67. N ORT . 

'ith the lev 1 of the Alice now so ow and the fact that the c noe was onl y 
be· g p~w r d by a t'DAl l engln th Alie cur nt is considerauly 
strong r t~an the Fly) , 't •~a d ctded to walk the rem ining Alice 
VJ.llag 

tion,ta.lks nd a visi to ex ' ~. l nd, the U.F.M. 
Deps ted ran 2-

missionary-until10.57. 
11.02. 
11.28. 
12.27. 
12.31. 
13.3,. 
15.37. 

rr-1 ve Ilon$1)bun-
Tax coll4 . t ± n and tale until
Depar~~d Bo g bun-(tr c g ood)
Arri •"ed Ieran
Tax collected 

Bo 

edttesday 6/9/67. 
De9arted Ieran-

until
n 'liBl~ll ~•••ie••) rood 

SLEPT .HBBT. 

Arr ved Doa94Carrier time)-
Tax co ection and t lka until-
vep rted Doa.(C~r~iers had gon on ahead)
Arrived log · -

.:r !JPT IGHT. 
fbu~e<i 1 719/67. 
Tax collection and t l ka until
epart~d Iogi(f3 rri.ars 'iad one head t r ran)

Arrive Dome+Trac~ good)

or CRrri ra. 

The Coun 11 a.asi t nt, th tnree •" 9WlCi lor and e pol' c m n 

0?.45 
10.4,. 
12.52. 
13.02. 
13.45. 

10. 1"9· 
10.23. 
11.25. 

ent ahead to onkot1da by c noe. I walk d to I e~Rn with tho .1.nt•rpreter 
to see i f t l e c rrie wee allright . 
n~Track g ood ) . 
Carr~ ~ s ~nd one p lie an set off fox 

D p rt d I eran (B c~noe up he Alic~)
/u. rived Konkon 

ax heddbeen~coll cted.Ha talk untile r~e Kon,ona, -

S 'PT !I 
*11' P8 -

ran 2~ 
14.35. 
15 40. 

lg:3~: 
17.15. 
11.21. 
19.05. 

rs. d.4e a bri f visit to ex owla1d,th 
. gai11. 

. i' . M • 

r canoe)-

, one 3 e l t1., 

- ou h F": and 
J hnaon 2 h 
a ,... repl ed 

up voi nci , Pr 1 et S 

09.20. 
11 . 22. 
16.3.5· 

c .40. 
ngin • short 

t.. .rcur 

12.10. 
12.43. 
16.1 • 



fix collectio an4 talla UJltil
Departed TUpiasoarae(Lett the and one policeaan)
ArriTed Drimek.a.1-
Tax collecti a a.D4 t lke u.ntil
Departed Dri .. k&i(Dcnn1ri•er)
ArriTed Tup!naoarae

Loade4 cargo. 
Dep rted 'l'upinaomrae-
4rri Ye4 nr~ g&e oaaoe lace
Arrived Dr~aa Yillag•
Tax celleotion aad talka til-

fhe Qouncillor had two lliaor 4o•eatic pr~ble•a which I helped 
· him to unravel.All partiea were pertec y, happy &114 aat1Ast1e4 

when we lett. 
Departed Dr:L.gas villag9"'!" 
Arrl~ed Dri11gaa caaoo plaoe-
De~rt e J>riegaa c plae•-

ri•e4 Gipoaai
fax eolleotioa aad 

NIGHT. 

b ief reat. 



INTRODUC'?ION:-
The main reaaon tor the patrol wae to collect liwiga CoWloil tax.The rea9ons• waa 

generall7 Tftry aatia!~ctory.T e ~eo~le inland from Gusiore did not show u~,but tbe7 
app~rent..l1 intend to come down to the Station at a later dat~ to pay their tax 

The p•ople were giYen talke on the functiGne of he Hous ~f Aasembly and he 
that .ofA elections will be hela next Febr11aey.ill have bet.n in!or11ed th&t th•1 
be Tiaited by pre-election patrols. 
People 11 viag in the Tillages near be lea·t Irian bordar •• e infor•ed tut 

contrary to rumours · that the Border Surv y was completed,it haa not i.a !act 
finalisecl,a.nd that prerioua moYement reatrictiona are atill n force. 

Not all •:J.llage• were visited ,aa the people oa1 .. into tr.e W ,:( cut ••• 
It will be noticed fro• e diary that the patrol ~ept .o•~ fairlJ' taat.Tllo 

reaac for this wae that,since people had coae into the W rd ce tre• to p&J thelr 
taxea ,it ••• 49Cided ihat we should get roun to them aa quick!y a.a poaaible,thua 
eari.ng the• troa waiting a und tor an7 longe~ than oo•ld be aYO eel. 

Tw full ceneu• diTioaa wer.e pat~olled,namely.Moian &1)4 Soutk Ok-Te41i.,an4 .~ 
••ian CD etretohea down the !17 RiTer to t.alf•a:r in the ulg.e iato titai.ea tile 

-~11 border coaae. 
The South Ok-Tedi CD etretchee from the junction 

the Fl7 It er,up the Ok-Tedi to the North Ok-Tedi bo 
loag to t e West Iri&n borde • 

The South Awin CD that was coTered by thie patrol,compriaea thoee Yillag .. 
b&lika of the Fl7 RiTer,no h of the XiUDga Station. 

The Soath Awin CD which takes i the Yillagea 
lhutgiaae,will be patrolled bJ ~he Council Aaeiata.n an th three oowioillora. 
GIOGIAnl D POGliPHt:• 

7§; Moiu CD.the area ie Yery flat &Ad c Yered b1 hea.-y pri*~ rd.a torena. 
the title t~e patrol went through the area 1 the Fly River ••• in a Yery t~ o4_.~ .... • 
The Ik Ii Yer 11p 70 Karemgu gi Tes one a good idea of the natnHw of the t'AP1~1.1ib;;. 
water had flooded well b ck into the jungle.No dry land aa •• until the pa 
reaohei the Ka~•~ canoe place1 the water haTing risen up into the lo~er br&Dolle• oi 
the -11 tnes.1'he aurface was coYered b1 all mal\ller ot flote~ which u4 t h 
negotiateC,ihere,7 slowing down progr•••· 

t Soatll ot-~•41 CD. Tbe area ia flat at it's south n end u4 beoOMa hilUer 
as one prosreaae• north.It,too,being coTered by heayY prillary rain tor•-'••'?la• tePra 

-" coulcl nari11 be clu•ified a• rugged, b t it ia definitely aore diffioult to wallt ... r 
than the MOi&3 CD.The O~Tedi'e flow becoaea consider bly faster as ea. se .. · f'll'ther 
north.It also beeoaee better and better endowed with rock b~r• which,tdten tll.e :rl•er 
leTel go•• down,becoae distinct hazards fo~ the unwary.From Ieran up,thi• ri• r 
ahouli be tr•ate4 with coneiderable respect. 

rhe South AWin CD t - t wa COYered b t 
~ore in k•epina with the M~ an CD. 

The whole '9.rtta can boast a rainfall of approximately 200"+• 
The area,eontrary to vie•• sometimes ~xpreeaed about it,can be quite scenic.It 

ie also well endowed with bird lite, wh.ieh dd• .,, it' ,a interest 9 
The ominant featureis,without doubt,th~ Fly River. 
The Moian and 3oath ak-!edi CDs are populated by the Yungua 

well into West Irian. 
The South Awin CD 1a populated by the Awin group,which is a fairly large one. 
It extenda into t ~ rea admini6tered by the Ningerum Patrol Poe;, 

VILLAGES - ,} 

Generall1 speaking,th condition of t he villages~goo~.fhree or them in excellent 
oondition.ThoQe that were lagging are,aince the Coun=il Hygiene Rule waa paased,and 
~ut into effect 1 shcwing improvement,mainly in that a number of new houaea are being 
built.Not to · soon in some c ses,where t he odd hoase had bordar d on c~llapse. 

LAHD:-
There is no shortage of an<i in th:s area.One poin4; that should be nlted,wllilat 

on thie subject, ia th fact that many inland villages have · ee~ left nd new onee 
constructed along the Kiunga -Rum~inae road a~d on or within ~asy reach ot naYigable 
water ays.This is all ri)J8t in th t it ill help the pevpl partici}Jate in the rubber 
scheme and it wil t e J ~ : n tr t:! o of the ·t re tha t much e -sier.Howev~r, 

although i t is ow eany for people to ~gree t ~~hers settling on th ir land,there 
will inevit bly come Et time when L nd Tenu r . ' lb co ea problem.~specially when 
the origional owners clec i de thnt t.b.ey re ,~ui e more land only to find that someone else 
is on it or to realise that so~eo ~ else on it. number of othe factors could 
Lard Ten e probleil6:It ia su6gees ed th -rafor that o eon , ·ell var . ~d in theee 
mattera,h& sent up h re to deal with it. 



.QU?~ NI OF '1'RK POLITICAL SITUAT~ !:..!. 

laat econo•1 there ia in this aroa,and this is negleg1ble,1a based upon 
a~•••tance agr culture.For the at part th ~eop1e have li••d muoh as the1 a1way h••• done.Gardening,hunti~ tc. ~ 

It ie true that the rub r aq.heme will ultiaately give the peo 
iapro~e their welfar aad proYide t~e• with the material ~elefita t 

~deaire.HoweYer an iaporta t r~ault of the rubh•r scheae has been the 
of tae peo»l• and th ir •9rking to 'ether on a self-help bas1s,with a 
Adainiatratioll guidance a.ut aaaia,..ance,towarc:l.s a eOJ1mon goal that ia 
their &ooial welfare •~d raiae the out of their subaiataace ~ta.e. . 

The people in thia area are uot all as coa~letely letharic and hopeleaa •~ the7 
are aoaetirie• .. d out to be.Once they get their mind• !ixed oa a taak that ha t~ b 
4oce,tbe7 • • een and are capable of hardwork-eapeciall7 wbe• they tull7 u 'MP~nr' 
wh1 the job has to be one.Tbe7 can. b• • rJ slow off th• mark in thia respect 
forceful,ezperienced guida.~c• and atience are neceaa&r1. 

rae yOWlCil bas AO, b eD a Ter7 effective force in the paat.tahout doub t e 
priacipal rea•oa fur thi• haa bee~ thv lack of ~xperienced guidanoe.Ottio~r• Wit~ tb~ 
expeiri• ce haYe not been able to apencl aa •eh ti•• with the Council as the7 would 
like to bave,4ue to pr••sure of otb~r wo • 

The 01Ul~ll hae a good potenti•l. 1 are rel~tiYel1 ba•atrung at 
their lack of fiaance.Thia,beil\g a lo~ inco*• area,•• s that taxea ha to •• k•~ 
to a miD111Ula(l1.50 ro~ the men.loaen pa7 .5oc on & p ~•11 voluntar1 bat.de). 

Th p•oRle are underatu ng re an4 aore what Co1\Dcil ..... &!14 lu.t it i 
DC to acco•plieA,but they feel with the lack of finaaoe,it can't do much tor the • 

The aituatioa ie improTing. 't the tiae of wr1 ting certain ot the c·ouacillc;rw 
ha he r ,eopl• out on the IIUI A to RUMGINAl: road building brid.s••· week er so 
two large bridge• were oonatructe4.~ ie 1• an excellent aivn s the r ad Will tie , 
aoet la ortant to them.Thie too i~ the right or er-th• road b fore the rubber.A.a 
i portant poiDt is tut eo .. Gf t • :people are begihug ta r-1.iae f;h&t 1»1 beljiai 
the Coaacil aow to get on it' ft feet ,they will be putting it in a pieitioA to ~ lp 
tbea aore later on.Ho ~•er there 1• aa long ay to go before ac~on• oan iA an7 wa7 
coaa14•r resting on their laurels. · · 

Certaill of the couacillora ar 
h&Ye a t~ ioaatruoii•• to a&7 t their Council meetinca.1'hia cloema•t see• 
i•~tant at pree._i,a. th• atronger p raonaliti•• carry them thro~. 

'?D.e~ have -eu aoa• u U.Yala in the paat yN.r or ao wi h tlae J'H le who ••" i...., i ,leaYiAS tAe old Tillages in ta~ ot new village site• Oil tr&JUI t 
routes,so that ta•1 can participate j. the rubber echeme.~he7 have aettled 4oWD a 16 .. 
little now The ~ople up the Ok-Tedi River were getting a little diegrua led,ai ce 

be7 Aa.d de the big' •o•e d expect~d their rubber straight awa,.Tbeir ... ta pr i .. 
was tA&t there •as no food a~ th• new village sitea(whi.cb neceasitat•d frequent Yi.it• 
to the. r old villAges to collect foocil· hie ud the fact that at one ti•• it • e••tl · 
as though they ight have to wait a turthur year or aor~ betor the7 had A.oy chance Qf 
recei•Y ~ theiA' rubber.liowever,the situation is looking up now anJ apparent 1 rubber 
work ill be gettina well underway il, the fai•ly near future.The people are now 
happier AJtd sore settlea. 

The Border ia quiet.and a6 su~h i t doesn't need to be reported u n. 
No major com»laints were brought forward.What complaints there ere,w•re 

~ere all cleared up on the ~pot. 
'rhe area g~meral.ly is peaceful and quie•. 

A.GRICUI,,TURE...:. 
The Kiunga Rubber scheme is procee~tog ell. 
~ o date,approximately 310 acres h ve be nplanted ~·t,of W!l.l.~JL 221 acr 8 h&Ye .~..._.Jtlf~~~ 

beea JN._ out in the last ten months.This ais a very eat ~ - ~actory ~tat• of 
a&7' a good deal for the pre ent Agricult l Officer. 

The Ag.Departaent here has been unde1rstatfed.Apparently though tnis eituation 
about to be rect~fied. 

The Rumginae road w·1 ke a differ ence at 1thi stage too.Transportation o! 
etuaps will be quicker and easier . 1_;.b~' 

Th people, as a rule, wor i< ~, r d io ge t their JJ-n, then they .... cv up and don't seE.'m 
to r.,.lise t ha t the ma int enance of t he bloc Y. s i s a l 5o very im~ortunt. '. r Fro t,th 
AO gets out lot and keeps a t it.a credi t t o his Department. 

HE LTH. 
The healt h . n t he ar&a is not good. 
''Grille" at. a ~nsi38tly fungus skin disease, is prevalent. To a gr eater or lesser 

, egreetabout nne in every two or three people has it. 
Elephanti5iseexiats in some a reas,Ar&n 2 vill· ge seems to be th ~ vr s t affecte d, 

but he disease is not ~reva1ent - and g~ve s no caus~ for a l,rm. . 
Luberculosia i& a bit of 11 problem up h ~ .. <!.It is not ·;1despread , h 1t i t seems 

that there is D'lore around than is ·good for the area. I fe e l that some fo rm of TB 



surve7 49 to be r co~mended in an effort to catch t ' disease eatly. 
Altho c dJ.et tor both the Awins e.nd the Tunguas is th~ same,Sago bt=ing the sta,ple 

e Aldna tend to bea little bigger than the Yungums. 

~ f!! tUtlif~.:.. 
The ecoao.,. of e •rea is ee ' on crocodile sxina*From a shooji g point of 

•iew,oroc' hllllting depends to quite a arge extent on state and level ~f the river. 
HoweTe.r the A.Dq brought uri large hook• from Daru,which au appa,,.ently very 

efte~tiYe,ei • .. ,,IM•ri••r condition~ don't aaater and the ooks are more like1~ 
to catch the la~ger c•ocodiJ.e .It is to a hoped that this wil1 belp to give the 
people mo • ineenti• to ~et on with this aspect of ineome. 

The croe~ akina are sold to r~e Kiunga Bu1er'a Society,which treats the sk 
and theD,,torward.8 them to Daru.Crocod:l.l skius brought in for sale to the KBS, 
h••• iecOlle leea and less i~ quantity. hi• was mainly due to the fact that,K.BS 
•a• aot paJing high pricea.Thia was iAeTitable,s~Lce the ekina were being bro gh 
in bad.l7 r• • aad of~en too long a~ter tney had been shot.After a further perio 
ot t~ arcnan tier• tor a boat to tr spor t the• into Daru,the1 would get to a 
staa• •• •7 .••r virtaal.17 be1ond the s age when the~ could be ao d protitablJ• 

Boat• • • more frequatand th ekiu r e getting •ore attention.Both the 
croc~tlle h11nter• tYld the S can nop• to lool\ !orward to what ahould be a brighter 
t tare. . 

Traneport clif ficulti•• and the occasional d~la~ of the order• le Ting 
ort •. reeb1,are a f~irl7 ooaatant proble•.Stocke run outand there ie a large gap 

n DO ••l•• are aade at the etore,Cons ·'quently all the cuatom•re 1 11t the e tiaea, 
patrolli•• the Catholic MissiOD etore,which uaally hae a atoekof peopl~'s main need.a 

Ii th more frequent boats coming fro• Da , this situation should im.tiroTe con-
eiderabl7. 

IUUIOJla. 

MCM. 

There are two Miaeioae oper. ting in ~hia area.The Montfort Catholic Mi sion 
at 9JIC& aad the 0 ~ geliaed Field Mission at Rumgill8e. 

In the Ki~a area the MCM baa a smaller mission t Matkoarae,the UFM ~ieslo 
ot~er ... 11er a~on at Atka•ba. 
'?he •• •ppeara to haYe unliaJ,ted financH. 
!he UFM ~·not as well off ,but seem to command better ollow"ng th n the 

Both the MCM and ~e UFM apeciali~e in education and health, ho h of which ar 
Ter7 1• rtant to the area and are badly nee•ed. 

COJICLUSIO • 
The area is Ter1 back•ard and will require much e f fort on t h part oi 

one to tranafora it to a going concern.This has got to come mainly i rom the peop e 
the elTea.They appear to be rea1isin• this.The Council,with experi need guidance, 
will be tbe bodJ beat suited to do thie. 

1rhia cli11&~~ io a Tery enervating one. The land ~a swampy, th aoi ls ar41 
th•r• !.a no doubM'tr -the people have a hard grind ahead of the•. 

T~e Kiunga to Rumginae road is most important.It will have a number or 
adv&ntagee,the ftoet i£portant of which,is that ' t wi ll open up the area considerabl 
The teople haTe ,as I mentioned earlier,started to work on it.It will definatoly 
PA1 to haTe an officer ou~ on this road as euch as posai,le.Hon~y has b~en given 
the Council for the conatruetion ~r this road I consider that n all o t effort 
aust be de on jhi• project to get it completed !or once and for all. 

Soae money is better than no ney and it is tor this reason that I consider 
that tbe local populace should b~ encouraged to go in for ~opal Gum aga~n. They 

it up before because the1 considered that they ~ eren't getting back suffici nt 
return for the ~ount of work they put iato collecting i etc,.Even though t he 
are not all th : reat,it will at least be sorue money coming in. 

Although ~l is not a very s erious pro~lem, I do feel that some fo r m of T~ 

survey would bo justified.Sis ter d la Tri ni te, the me dical nun~ . tho ~J~i us on 
feels the sam ~ay ~s I do about t hi s ~ 

1rhe Big money in this area a t th 0 pe sen t ime is i n cr oco ile kins . ~ f fort . .> 

ill be made to get the peopl t o re 1 s ttia , throt~h t e {3' i •ectors and t h 
Councillors.With proper care o f t he 5kins t he nBS should be abl e t v pay hi her 
prtces for them,thus making i t mor e luc r~t ive and or tt hil fo r peopl to go in 
t __ s more. 

The Council is still a ~ry voung one. It has trem n ou s pot~nti~ anu ith 
the r) 6ht g~: dane. i t will go a long wa . ~o~ t he pr ~ent i t nee d to work · l ong 
quietly with the Ad inistration 0 uida nc unt il it c ~\n stand ~n it ' ~ ov.n feet. 

~ftlttucj!g!f~J·:8ii~!ia!f nie0f!~~is!ig~I1~RD!a~l~i~~gl!ii~rgif~t~~ t€~~;:g~a~&tR~F~?? 
behind schedule and keeping peopl~ waiting.the Komokb~n people c me dow1 to I o i . 
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