Mre Fe Le Oroohr,
247 Park Ave.,
New York, E. Yo

#y dear Mr. Crockers

Bover in my life have I seen such an oprortunity
in the matter of real estate as exists today in San
DlﬁSOo ‘ '

I have an interest in soveral thousand acres of the
highest value, land for rosidential purposes,

lying tswelve nilco from the center of tomm in

the comntye.

The cast iron water cains are in as well as the
paved roads and trees huve been planted. Two

lovely Spanish hozes have already been built.

Thore are four peved roads into the heart of San
Diego from this property which is on the xzin
highway, San Diego %o Izperial Valley and the
castern transc-ntinental hichway.

If you will write Frank J. Belcher, Jre, Prosident
Pirst Naticnal Bank of San Dimgo, Ge. Ae Davidson,
Vice President Bank of Italy, San Diego, H. T.
Gilmore, Presiddnt of the San Diegd Truvat & Savings
Bank, representing the three largest banks in

San Diego, and these men have knowm me for thirdy
or forty years, they will tell you that I hove

done more to develop San Diego County outside of the
city than any living man, that =y word is good,

my obligation is good and these men have known e
alneo boyhood.

I want to come to New York with a proposition which
peans the securing of the property at not to exceed
15€ or 20% of its actusl velue. I want to acquire

in one syndleate about 4,000 acres. It can be done
for around o million dollars and 1 will take a guarter
interest in 1t and if necessary a half interest,




lnusilg.it o you to dlotlto tho i-rli or anlo, prtoo
and methode .

The Fletcher thnily otn‘?oo or Gﬂo{aosOl adJolnLng
known as Grossmont and Mte Hollxe We are selling
each woek at an aversage of two to four thousands
dollars worth. It is a combination of awvocado

and dsidential proporty 156 or 20 acres to the tract.

Alphonso Bell; the discoverer of 3anta Fe Spirings 041
and a nilliczaire in his om right, who is now
developing the Beverly Hilla section cnd Bel -Alr

has recently acquired 7,000 acres adjoining, between
us and the olty.

The State of Califormia is bullding a State College
within four miles of this property which vill later
be a part of the University of Califormia. All this
property is twenty to twenty-five minutes from the
center of town, yet it is oulside of the city
linits with only state and county taxes to pay.

What improvements are in are under a twenty year bond .
‘plan with splendid paved roads and cast iron water

mains,

I am anxi us to come to New York, bring you the
proper credentials, photogmpho‘ etc., &nd subait
the plan for your consideraticne

Mre Whitney has made a handsome profit on what I
sold him and what he hus sold.

There is five tizes the azount of money to be made in
subdivision as compared to home sites wnhere R is
handled by experiencéd subdividers and I clain that
distinoctione .

Wealthy Santa Barbara people have been negotiating
to take over 2,000 acres for S50 :ind 100 acre estates.
~The stock alunp and doprosslon has stopped negotiations

temporarily.

Agua Caliente is rapidly boconing "lonte Garlo" of
California, in fact, it is much more attractive
todaye Very wealthy men aro developing a new
"donte Carlo® at Ensenada.

These lands that I want you or Mr, Whitney or both .
%o take an interest in are rolling hills the top

of which are in view of the ocean with ocean breezes,
pfrfwﬂy ides)l for the raising of all kinds of citrue




]
.

fruit, avooadoes and papaya, cheramoya and all kindes
of Mexican and Contral American fruits to perfection,
The mesa lando are prectically froatless,

You always havethe ocean breese and it 15 just far
enough away from the coast to elininate the fog,
You have a wonderful view of nesa, valley, mountain
and sean with Mexico ard the Coronado Islands to
the south,

L am just giving you a breif outline of the situation
and hoping that some time next wmonth you will be
interusted enough to let me vioit you and let us

talk the matter over,

I will bring a osplendid ‘set of photographs of not
alone the land but the developmentis nearbye.

#ith kind personal regards,

Sincerely yours,
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SOUTHWEST COAST LAND COMPANY
STANDARD OIL BUILDING, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

November lst, 19335.

Colonel Ed Fletcher,
1020 Ninth Avenue,
San Diego, California.
Dear Colonel Fletcher:

I have your letter of October 16th, regarding the proposed
drilling for oil on the San Diego property.

Of course, this company would be delighted if oil were dis-
covered and would cooperate in every fair and reasonable way with the other
property owners and the drillers.

As you know, however, Southwest Coast Land Company is
simply a holding company for the estates of the late H.P.Whitney and the
late Payne Whitney, and we have not the freedom of action which an individual
might exercise in the premises. Therefére, it is impossible for us to make
an oil lease at this time but you may rest assured that if any oil is dis-
covered, we will go in on equal terms with our neighbors and adjoining land
owners. In fact, we would probably make better terms because we are anxious
to be rid of the property and to liquidate the company.

Yours sincerely,

)p\. ﬁ\ GLOLULU(

Crask .

Novenbor Tasonty-first
1 0 v S

Mr. F. L. Crocker
247 Park Ave.
Rtm xork Ho I-

My deur UMr. Crockers

The sitvation is coming to & h-ud in the neur f'uture shere
there is & poasibility of the Sante Fo District, haviny the legel right,
will be in a pesition to tuke a deed end cdvertisc the jroperty st jublic
avcticn novs held by the iRancho Onlene Corpeoration.

. The three year delincuency perisd «ill be up next summer or
full. The Rancho Selana Cerporatlan have no money b poy anytaing. The
delirquent tuxes arc lurge and bo save the property you should tuke
advantage of the logislution recently enucled, puy this yeers stete und
county texes, get rld of all the penulties cn delinquent toxes excepting
74 end pay onme-tenth of those & year. =2 umuch I>r the slete and county
taxes.,

Regarding the irrigaticn district tuxes all penclties are
vaived except 78 interest ccvering delinjuent puyments but you must rey
this years tuxcs and in additicn 25% a yeser of the delinquent iuxes
plus T8. As I figure it you would De suving Lboui oJAQ;; of the Luxed
shich you would normally have t: puy i you should set
These tuxes must be {financed aithcut ¢ juestlon cf Gzudl or the properiy
#ill be 35ld and you will huve nmothing oilcr next summer unless, on somd
grounds or other we can bripg sult wnd We the Walng wp, LoT Txo, three
or four yeers in litigetion. Lhat is whet 1 a:n't awnt tu see.

ycu arce &nd sunv W

ol 2
- iass @

I an 'n the scme fix in & way - Lhs
LRV

cooperute sith the diztrict in ever, a4uy Las

-
-
i

L

Nox Hir. Relson iy aor yeass hes been #lh the uunta Fe
project, an expert fuirmer und ore ho kncas tae property sell hus & jlun
of planting snd already hss chiub J00 acees picded -ub that shculd be
planted tc lemons and in €iscussing the matler altn Mr. cloter by vt
come back thcre and pre-ent o you Lhs .ull pacluic.

¢ vp in MNul) uodey.

>
L

It involves you putting ve all the money Lo tatlsly the payaen
o :

of delinjuent and present tu.es uc above cutlined and it 2lao involves y:
putting up considerable mongy %o finunce the planting. 1 Auve azked Kr.

to sutmit that plan in ariting belore I cen pess cn it intelligently out |

1ike to knov your reaction t» tais letter shich + um sending by «li mull
also whether or nct you would like to neet Mr. Slater wnd Mr. Reloomn ond
the matter. They are willing t» come on to Rex York at thelr ocm expons.
present same to you.

Moy I hear from you kindly by sir msil end oblige.

Sincerely yousns,

diascuss

W'




Roveamber Twently-useventh
1l 9 S 3

Mr. ¥, L. Crocker
247 Park Avenue
New :?rt, N. X.

Ny dear Mr. Crockers

Enclosed find letter from 5. Re Nelson that is explanatory
and I sm passing it can to you for shat it is aorth.

in other words, mhat lelucn wants 1s for he and Slater
to zome on and have a conference with you. They want to induce you
glve them 3500 or 400 acres cf land in crder %o get them o> cul télaim
their interest in the rest. They then want to make a propasitdeon to yo
to put up the monsy and not alone all the delinquent taxes but 1in
addition the money for planting several hundred acres of leasns and put

Helson in charge of the project.

It invelves your puttins up £207,000 or $500,000 all
together fo# taxex and rlanting to> lemcngs. If you have money avallable
and want me to I am ¥illing then to g> ints the detalls ~f the matter
and sake my recomendations to you but under present conditdens I have
no, pecomsendation to make.

I repeat that yo shyuld immediately Iforeclose because it
w11l take you 18 months %o two years t3 fereclese the mortgege. By
that tize you will either have t> put up the mcney to redeem the jroperyy
or lose your nroperty for ever.

Slater, Gross and Lambert are a bunch of sharpers. iith

sverything to win and nothing to lose they are atalling phis thing alcng
snd nc matter #hat deal ccmes up at any time they are in & positien to

take their pound of flesh in settlement. ..,.., .0 ruoa

IEARIT L o again strongly urge that you start, &tiqraclaauz;e of mortgage
mod:l.aul& or betler still lef th t.he axpense of Lorecloaing,

deed them 200 or 00 acres e.lcna the. ga{g a,‘,let j.hen asuﬁe lha.mxe;s.
Either compropise u’g;’ thm.\or file. ?ni clozi i.mbdiat.ly, mﬁ‘:friend.

i g Kindly wsrite ne an anawer to rlalson's letter that I can show
l.},m.,, #lso pleage return sis letter, ,,Holaon.ia nat. 39 hot but I bellen“,
1s'a good farper, cmt -he_sants in,urjob bosging.. & nerTess ok

SOUTHWEST COAST LAND COMPANY
T DO NIRRT DR

247 Park Avenue
New York

December lot, 1933,

Colonel Ed Fletcher,
1020 Ninth Avenue,
San Diego, California.
Dear Colonel Fletcher:

Please accept my thanks for your letter of November

21st, regarding the state and county texes, and irrigation district taxes

on the Rancho Solana property.

Southwest Coast Land Company is not in a position,
financially or otherwise, to buy back any of the property at the tax sale,
and I should not be interested in seeing the gentlemen who have so often
repudiated their obligations to this corporation.

If the property should be put up at public auction free
and clear of all liens and encumbrances, we might be interested in bidding
for it.

With kinds regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,
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SOUTHWEST COAST LAND COMPANY.
P SLIiPERANLPIANPTSNIAR . IASAID. A=Y
£47 Park Avenue

Kew York

December 4th,1933.

Colonel Ed Fletcher,
1020 Ninth Avenue,
San Diego, California.
Dear Colonel Fletcher:
I have your letter of November 27th, enclosing Mr.

Nelson's letter, which I am herewith returning to you. My letter of a few

days ago, which has probably reached you by now, explains our position in

the Solana Beach matter. Briefly, it is that we will not, under any cir-
cumstances, take title to any of this property against which there 1is

any indebtedness for past state, county, or irrigation district taxes or
charges. We will charge off the balance of our loss if necessary, and walt

on our other property until times get better.
* Mrs.Crocker joins me in kindest regards to you and Mrs.

Fletcher, and wishes me to tell you how much she appreciated the last
avocados. Our address is No.35l East 61lst Street, New York City.

Yours sincerely,

mTLKhJNFL&@L I:_ (SEZTCJQJUW

/)

T LA .

January 10, 1934,

¥r. Frank i. Crocker,
£47 Park Avenue, -
New York, N. X,

Dear Mdr. Crocker:

- In accordance with our recent conversation 1
am sending you herewith information relative to delin-
quent assessments, water cherges =nd taxes existing
against the Solana Beach Vista Tract and lands of the
Rancho-E8olana Corporation as follows:

Echedule 1. - Statement of all assessments, water
charges snd State & County taxes now carried against
the property with interest computed on Irrigation Dis-
trict back assessments to January £0, 1934, and on
State & County back tuxes to February 1, 1034.

Schedule 2, - Statement showing effect of new legis-
lation by which penalties and portion of interest

charges arc waived in the case of Irrigation District
assgssments for 1830 and 1931 if paid before March 1,

19%4, and by which similar penzlties are waived in the
case of State & County taxes for 1930, 1931 and 1932
if paid before April 20, 1924.

Schedule Ho. 1 shows the amount of charges now
due and unpaid. 1In addition to these charges, the second
installments of lIrrigation District assessments and
charges, and State and County taxes will be due within the
next five months us follows:

Solena Beach Rancho-

—vista = Colasna_  7Totsl

Irrigation District
Assessment,- Znd
Installment - 6/25/34 £440.16 ? £502.98 § 6034,.14

Stand-by Water Charges -
6/15/34 - £nd Installment -
approximately, 46,00 5000.,00 5046,00

State & County Taxes - 4/£0/34 _245,50 —a0EE.80 __E367,80
Totals, §631.6R $12616.828 $13447.94




Mr, Frank J, Crocker,-- 2. 1/10/34

Schedule lio, £ shows the minimum amount necossary
to be paid in order to get the benefit of savings made
possible by recent legislation. Every property owner in
the District who is delinquent in the payment of irri-
gation district assesaments or State & County taxes, or
both, should be interested in taking advantage of tﬁe
opportunity offered to effect these substantial savings
before the time limit expires, if at all possible to arrange.

Regarding the District's present situation and
future outlook, the successful efforts of the Board of Di-

rectors during the past year in securi & modification -
of the Districtts-water agroement resulting in savings

of $75,000 over a five year period, and in working out an
adjustment with the District's bondholders, resulting in
savings of $§84,000 over a five year period, have made 1t
possible to reduce our annual assessment this year 41% as
compared with the previous years assessment. Ve also have
reasonable assurance that the District's spplication for a
refunding loan from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation
will be favorably acted upon. This will effect savings

in the District's expenses of $40,000 annuallye.

Likewise, in the case of State und County taxes,
the burden on real estate has been considerably reduced
through adoption in this State of a retail sales tux,

1t 1s evident, therefore, that the annuasl carrying

charges in the District will be materially less in future
years, and the cost of holding property in enticipstion of
future sale or development considerably modified.

1 hope the enclosed schedules will assist you in
your consideration of plans to pursue 1in connection with
the present status of the property and the future handling
thereof. 1f 1 can be of eny further assistance please do
not hesitate to call upon me,

Yours very truly,

Secretary-Muanager,
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SCHEULE OF 1930 AlID 1931 IRRIGATION DISTRIIT ASSESSMENTS AID 1930-1931-1932
STATE & COUNTY TAXES LEVIED AGAIRST LANDS OF RANCHO-SOLANA CORPORATION, SHOW=-
ING REDUCTIONS IF PAID BEFORE MARCH 1, 1954 AID APRIL 20, 1934, RESPEOTIVELY

IRRIGATION DISTRICT 'STATE & COUNTY TAXES
193081 New 193081 OB yow

w.tm&ﬂhmu: Bagis Taxes Total Dasgis
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December 5, 19024,

Hr. ?C Il. cl'bck&r,
247 Purk Avenue
dew York City

w dear Kr, Crocker:

i acknowledge receipt of yours of Nov, “0Oth
regar ing the offer of Rancho Solana Corporation. 1 see your
point of view about being held for taxes, water rates and assess-
,ments, This has never been dose in the State of California.
it 1s a question whather it could be legally eaforced.

_ Your objection is entirely overcome by having the
Hancho Solana Corporatiou deed the pmoperty to s private

individual, irrespoansible, somecae whom you aizht designute

and after the Rancho “olana Corporation has stepped out of the
plcture und the title is in the nume of the private individual, or
corporation that you mi;ht name, then the Southwest Coast Lend
Compuny could cancel the mortgzege and the title would be {ree in the
name of &nyone you named, subject only to taxes, water rates and
assessments,

It is impossible and impractical to sell this property
and 1 would not advise the Southwest Coast Lind Company to make emy
firm obligation until thes Rencho “olana Corporation is out of the
picture., If theay got wind of eny deal we were tryinz to mske they
would hola us up and blackmail us at the point of a gun, The

Rancho Solana Corporation is assmming all of the taxes and essess-
mengs on their 200 acres,

Things have developed rapidly here regarding the
Varnay situatioa and 1 bave decided to come Zast again this coming

week, arriving in dew York next Monday morning, Lecember 10th, Nay
1 see you on that date? The young lady would not give me your
telephons number, otherwise 1 sould have telephoned you while 1 was
in lew lork Mondxy, Tuesday and Wednesdey. I kmew where you lived
but 1 did not feel like going to your house uninvited znd disturbing
you. I know you were up agalnst the reel thing, with many problems
while 1 wss in lew Iork but I do hope this time the way will be clear,
1 will be registered at the Biltmore Hotel next Monday morning,
Docember 10th ena hope to see you that day.

Yours sincerely,

SOUTHWEST COAST LAND COMPANY
b Sl liente seL i Te L in s sl

247 PARK AVENUE
NEVW YORK

December 17th,1934.

Colonel Ed Fletcher,

1020 Ninth Avenue,

San Diego, California.
Dear Colonel Fletcher:
This is to confirm our understanding when you were last here. If

the Rancho Santa Fe will clean up the bankruptcy proceedings and the injunction
against our foreclosure suit is withdrawn, and they allow us to proceed to Judgment
in that suit, Southwest Coast Land Co. will deed to them without further payment,
free from the mortgage lien but subject to all other taxes assessments and en-
cumbrances, the 200 acres of land which you indicated to me. Southwest Coast
Land company will not give up any of its legal rights and claims against Rancho
Santa Fe, its officers, stockholders and successors.

With kindest regards and the Season's Greetings to you and your

family, in which Mrs. Crocker joins me, I an,

Yours sincerely,

‘ G
' g > AN/
}}. _-‘-\Jt' 4 ‘/OL...A-—.J




Dacenber Eighteenth
) § 9 3 4

Hr., F. Le Crock.r
247 Park Ave.
Rew York

iy dear Mr. Crockert

Confirming cur verbel understunding in New York last Monday
I by all means recommend the deeding to the Runcho Solana Corporation
200 acres on tye East line of the Sovthwest Coust Land Coupany's
property as ;rer zap herewith attuched, land shich I congider of
the least value adjoining Rancho Sunta Fe. In conaldsraticn of this
the Eancho Sclana Corporation will withdraw thelr insolvency preceedings
and final foreclosure i3 secured on the notes to the Sovthwest Coast
Land Compary hy the Rancho Solana Corporation, formerly the Rancho
Santa Fe Corporgsticn.

- The map attached will show in green the lands to be deeded
and in red the omership of lands shich will eventually come to the
Southwest Coast Land Company egain. The ilancho Solana Corporatdon
o assume all delinquent taxes teking the property as is, to the 200
z=cres which they are to retain,

#ill you xindly write ne a letter cf confirmaticn in relation

thereto.

I an happy to inform you that I have taken the matter vp with

cortain Sgnta Fe officlals on 3y wuy thru Chicago home. They are interested,
asre mighty glad to eliminate the Rancho S:lana Corperation and have pledged

cooperation with us in the development of the rest of the propertiy.
#ith kind personal regards,

8incerely yours,

My, Fe L. Crocker
247 Park Avaio
H'Jﬁ xork’ n. 5:.

My doear Ure Crocior:

Answ-ring yours of the {O0th to Raacho Santa

Fo aad mysall, acoouming that the forsclosar: s:): 13 compla=tud 1ia

the near future Wdth title in & nov ownor, I wuld adviss: First,

thut the tlile company bring domn the curtiiiccet. of tiiwls showiagp

the projarty {ro: and cl:ar of cnesmbrance wic:stiap tazoes, ilan-éilato-
ly it the Joreclosurs is compiutuce Thull yo3 ar: sarc O Xaow thut
ths titic 13 0, &, Wo had bytlor know it now 4 thers ampy any def:cts
whatcVer. Sucond, are you in o posiuion finunsially to.cozpromisa

and pay up all tho tuxes? Thar: 13 2o a0:d to poy the steto and cdunty
axes until tho 20th of April, 135G, at whieh tizn» you can pay the
gtatc and county twins and 75 intorcst cad eliminat: w1l the panaltlase
Under tho procent law, bowsver, iz swut: caaust s:l any prosarty for
stat: and county toxes until 3Soptombor 1, 1335, curing which time in
my opinlon a comproulss with e supervisors cun b mude by the simple
procedure which 1 have horotofors «xplained, of filin, ¢ suit on
tachniculitica and cifecting o compromis:s by mutual ogr-u-aat.

How, ropuréin_ the Santy Fe Irrigntion District, =
can not aloas sus thoa W cancal tho irrli ctlon clstrict tixoo on
toechnicalitics anc esx for & cmmorronls: buty, in nddition, thwy havs
usaed u cartaia fund whish was 220 usicn for yoaars undor o d:llanite
arreagaazat 0 put vatir on cuch tao acre tract throoh pine ldnus,
at tho asponda of tho cilastricte This fuacd has bra oxhuast:g, mOny
that wos to be usded to put watar wull over your tracte dhurs are sao
or twd mor: claims thut w2 can 80t u) that might moky 4L mi hty in-
t:r.:dtln.;, '-3:1:1'\;“' to fOI‘C‘l a CJ"I.)?JZi;Ei 02 bL2Xx:8,

I huvs wpitvon this l-tt-2 03 th: assumption, of
courscy thut ysu can't suat €9 1oar title w yaur Hradarty asd will,
7az2n absddlulaly nocodscry, b2 in & position to brlz about o con-
pronios and pay up existing tuxasn,

Tho La Moo Dlotrlct o0 272,000 aer:s, the Vista
District of 20,000 ueras, anc tihw Gaa Dieguito Ddstrict of 4,000
have baea refiaunced at about 60¢ oa tho dallar by the NRetfeCe The
ars mattors you wiil ra@b.r that I vas woarkiag oz 12 Wazhipgton for
the laat y«ur or t#o. IThe Santu o Platrict in whlei yoir oreo vt L.
locuted hus not yot beoa ralinane € &s thare 12 ¢ squabble brvwsm the
district diractors anc tie city ov.r the madilicatim ol th: contract.




nr. Fe Le Crockdp
[ 24

- | "”'M
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I an tryin; to bring about hurmony betwoon thuse ¢ nowe We had
tho sums sort of aquabblo with: the ka Mosa Liatrict und hunging on
By woll in my ofice 1s & rosolution of thanis from the La Looo
Dlatrict for my sorvicis bath in vaghingtoa wié Sun Dis o, I thinr
wo cun gvercors this uafortunats situction aad 1a the ncar faturs.

fhen complotd and Sents. Fe Mstrict refinuncod
our boadod indobtodacss wnd oar cast of par. tion vill b cat in t
for not aloa: will we sa¥: 60 on ths callur an oll our oblisutions
bat in addition get our rat: of inteorest cat dowa froz 6 W 47,
walch 13 the rate of intorest the Re¥oCe ar. aseing from the now
bonds, «lao wo have a oproed of 34 yoars i- which to Yo

10600 ¢ eh il I oo hapgy to infors yoa thit, thinzs to the
| Sellellaiie unC county funds, without pansae Woths proserty om

WV im0 3nlwilined U2 aro puvizg thoe rosd froa Jolnna Bouch cloar  Dench- Sant

L
~-

. ]

efid Dpeancoal vasod 8 X with en oil nucedam o for tw milos thr L ya3r arojurty
0 ondl Jus B oo sa%oa O out & dollur of cxponsa W you, tho naln travalod e 1o Iy

8on Ed Junlsr should ;o Dast of the coéit ar thls now uctivity.

-

- —

I aa writdn waday to the 3anta Fa 2231: ealling
>¥YIvoes ol ervecionzo’ thalr attoatlon to the faet that w7e cros p “Cy L3 op:n o) natiutilng

- § F \ 'Y

£03 odonal 4 e 11611 to achuire thic Pro2ersy aftyr the forociouar: is e & }v2Ce 48
nodtid oo : this atill your desir:?

1ho wuy the Feder:il Govormmmt is syl monay
it is hard Lo tall what t invist {n. T3 ney want 9 ooy this roserty.
It's as good an invostauav ¢s any in 'Southan Celifornie, #h.t io your
reaction toduy in the maticr of éisyosing of sam 2

With kind:st rogards

L
L -
—

dincurdy yours




August 3, 1938

Mr. F. L. CROCK=E
247 Park Avcauve
daw York, XK. Y.

Ry dear Mr. Crocker:

Z ' The decroe of forvcloosur: mus enterad sgalnst Rancho
Solana Corporation on July 23, 1935, Mre Lovott says that hoe 19
roady to grocead with the 3uls thercunder unleas for some reason
yoc cdaaire it to be dalayed.

The amount of ths judgment 13 a 1itile over $507,000.
You s+4d you ware golag to hava soneone 9lso bld im tha property.
Is thare anything along that lino that I cun do to expedit: matters,
The purty wio bids it in will have to pay in roveouo stuamps $1.00
for sach thousand dollars that it 4s bid in at. Muturally At should
boe b{d in for as litul> a3 poazible, ke<ping in mird , howsvaer, thet
the Rancho Solana Corporution can redeez for whatover amount it is
bid in for, so thw price should b: the lowest pries that you would
be willing to sclli the land for. The abova i3 Juat a suggestion for
yo.r coasideration.

Approciating an esrly reply &nd with kiné regarda

8incurely youra

EF:RC

My dear Earl:
Thanks for your nota.
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SOUTHWEST COAST LAND COMPANY
OROLDR NI IE 0N 03038 XK I D03 OO D BT

247 PARK AVENUE
NEW YORK

August 21st,1935.

Colonel Ed Fletcher,
1020 Ninth Avenue,
San Diego, California.
Dear Colonel Fletcher:

On my return to the office this morning, I received
your letter of August 3rd. I have not yet found a purchaser for
the Rancho Solana property so I do not want Mr. Lovett to proceed
with the sale until he hears from me. In the meantime, I shall
appreciate receiving a copy of the decree of foreclosure as
entered.

With kind regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,




September 33, 1935

Mr. Frank L. Crocker
247 Park Avenue
¥ew York K. Y.

My dear ¥r. Crocker:

I came on umexpectedly on Redwood nattere; the project
is looking more promising every day. Wes sorry to hear that you
are not in New York and are expected here Tuesday or Wednesday.
I must be in Vashington Tuesday. My address - Willard Hotel,
and expect to be there Tuesday =nd Wednesday. Before I left I
contacted ¥r. John Busnham, ¥r. Clotfelder of the Santa Fe Land

Improvement Company, and o{hort. and believe something can be
worked up satisfactorily. Would you coneider a proposition along
these lines:

let: This syndicate assuze and pay up all existing
delinguent taxes.

2nd: These gentlemen have an option for five yesrs to
take over the property at 8150 an acre, adding five per cent
interest each six months to the cost nrice and having reasonable
release clsuses for the sale of the property, 0 that from time
to time as they sell they c=n get releases. A mutual errange-
ment to be made regarding restrictions for the bengfit of the
property and it being understood and agreed that they are to
keep up all taxes as long as they hold the option. These people
would want the right to build roads and do eome planting at their
own expenge and in no way would you be liable. I believe a deal
along these lines can be worked up. I have with me a map showing
contours, subdivision, and the whole plan of development. The
survey and work in connection therewith as evidenced by this map
has cost over $5,000, but it is a question if they want to be
tiod.dain.cldlnlivoly to this map. It will give you an idea
of a splendid plan for development that can only be of benefit
to your property as they carry it out. If interested all I want
now is a letter along the general lines sbove mentioned in which
you say that you would oconsider a propositiocn along those linee,
1f submitted by responsidle people. It would be understood that
the money they pus up to psy all the delinquent taxes would be
used in the master of releases on the purchase price of $150 an
acre. There is no question but values have gone down 80% to 70%

- e d
iyl Ay T

-l

the last three or four years and hundreds of pieces of property
have been sold at twenty-five cents on the dollar of values of
18289, I just received a telegram that the Sants Fe distriot

have prepared a plan for the approval of VUr. Schram, ohief
engineer for the R.F.C. in Washington, my personal iriend, whereby
the directors of the R.F.C. are asking Vr. Schram's approvel of

a plan whereby wﬂou of any dietrict whioh hes been re-
financed by the ¢ the espprovel of the R.¥.C. to go aheed
and take & deed to any delinquent properties three years or more
and sell it when in the judgment of the directors they get e
chance to sell and deduct full delinquent taxes and penalties and
give the badance back to the original landowner. You will remem-
ber I sent you 2 letter a year or more ago, signed by the secretary
of the Santa Fe irfigation diegtrict in which your land ie located
to the effect that it would be the policy of the directors of

the gSanth Pp-irrigation district to immedietely take a deed where
the law permitted it and sell the property for taxes, leaving the
landowner out in the cold the minute they had that legal right.

I showed this letter to ¥r. Schram in Washington, he said it was
cold-blooded, would not stsnd for it, and es I understand 1it,

made it a condition of the R.F.C. refinancing in the Santa Fe
distrioct, in fact all districts, thet a method satisfactory to

the R.F.C. was to be agreed upon regarding the sale of delinquent
landownere' property. That sgreement is now before Mr. Schranm
for final approval and I hope to see him tomorrow and dblock 1it,

at least until you can pase on it. I would appreciate it if you
would send me a telegrsm if you want me to return to New York;

if so, when. I want to go West. I would like e letter along

the lines sbove mentioned regarding the sale of the Solano Beach
property to take back with me to Chicago. 1If it 1s not necesssary
for me to cone back to Yew York, if you will kindly eend me a
wire, I will telephone you and perhape we can gettle these mntlers
by telephone. I sm in your hands and will follow out your wishes,
g0 pleese let me hear from you Tuesday care of the Willard Hotel
as to your pleasure in the matter.

With kindest regards to the good wife, and I do hope
the two children are hueky and well, I am

Sincerely yours,

of San Diego, so the Sr
urt ocleiping inegivenoy./ I huve
ijy officfale and fhe day/before I Yeft a I
as| agreed gned up. he R.F.C./have a
‘ d the/Ssnta Pe/distriqt is absolptely ap
ifty-three cents pn the
ng onlyl four per pept ingétpesd of the

dissrict lands.
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My dear Mr, . Crocker: wogrusncTols  ppel T2 perul combioorsagt I

PR3 pesy POToTn® fue uoprrediuy ah’ oy #90'na0 BN fpe erponad )
od-find oopy; 8L lagter thatc I bave written: ;o
ta Fe Irrigation District taking a deed to
all the delinquent property, including yours; and mine,
A0S JLN A
hovnebs odeDAVE, 8 set-up-for the acquisition.of your land
and ours, m}pq-hnpl &he, Wsold. acreage. of; the. Saptu. Fo Reilroad,
&mqu;c?;tuct. :ntp:ould not move a foot until 1 knew
ount bl e, oants Fe District will take to clean up the
delin uent texes. ebaltlss the taxes-somld;baye amounted
Lo SALE .”a.“’r,c'm p -which I-have,elwuays figured was
out of stioB,. ;Last Saturday 1 receivedfream. the Secratary
of the Irrigation District the following statement, over the
tolep!m].mred at my request:
QOLSLLSU FIPTT Y * Leirusucyull hHoot

r e R0 N T
Total dalisiquent assesments of the, Ranoho Splans Corporation,

incl " of taxes RN 9L S e 9 erwnpreLe sinTe $ORylE3,96

b o B3 _ . RTAG LTV nm e LR WS .

{mﬁ:‘g? st at.75.from Julyod,o1984) = i
but ted all penalties)

The Whpve includes; the 200 acres going,te the Rancho Solena Corporation
in the .1 PY
s TOTL NGUVFOLS
1 have been making a fight for reduced taxes on your

PTOPEFLY. . A, ours, apd {or-1855 the-total;taxes on the Whitnay :

operty, dncluding the;R00. agres.godng 4o Lhe;Rencho:Solens Corporation,
my %0.¢18,873+17,  however, 1 em- kappy. $o-inform;your that owing to
the refina ‘theRe Fu Corandsthe:rete ofcintersss: besfig reduced

the saxes next-yper willrbe reduced to
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Under A. B, p which I passed in the senate re the
state and county taxes, all penalties are waived if paid on or before
April 20, 1936, and 1 find the total delinquent state and county “taxes,
including 7 perceat interest, and including the 200 acres going to
Bancho Solana Corporation to be approximately $17,880,00, -

December 20, 1936

Mr. Frank L, frocker
247 Park Avonue
Now York, N, X.

My dear Mr. Orpcker:

‘I am sorry to bo compelled to mxite to you that there is a
serious question is my mind as to how friendly the “anta Fe District is
to the ¥hitrney interests.

Under the district law the property bac been bought in by the

| pistrict end the deed has been, or will be immediately, placed on record

8o I was informed by one of the officials today., Three or four of the
best attorneys in the state have scld that the deed iz valéd and thet we
are wholly tt the mercy of the lrrigation District directors ané &t the
present time you are legally dispossessed of your property,

I an enclosing copy of letter that I wrote the Irrigation
District & few days ago that is fully explamatory, 4 have done everything
I could for harmony and to protect your intereests, The Irrigetion District,
however, 18 in & precarious situation. They heve nade a new desl with the
City of “an Diego and if they do not live up to it, they loze a large
portion of their watar rights, therefore, the land must be kept on the
agsessment roll, developed, and the water used, and the district's future
ohligations paid promptly, otherwise Shey:lose valuable water rights and
go into default egain, Your lend reprcsents 20% or 25% of the walue of
the entire district.

I have never besen sble to sall this proparty becsuse I never could
get any definits statement herctofore 2s to how much the delinquency was or
any compromise, and legelly the District dircctors hsve not heretofore been
in a position to grant anything excepting whet the lsgiclature approved. BKNow
that they have taken a deed to the property anc it is of record, es I under-
stand it, thecy can compromise, so they seay.

Todey I secured from the most reasponsible officiel ih the Dist-
pict the following idformal offer of settlement for lmmediete sction nly,
having spent seversl hours at the headquerters of the District at Yencho
Santa Fo golng over the matter.

The plcture todey is as follows: Your total delinquency, in-
oluding 1955-86 assessments, is $85,950.564, This includes & water stend-by
charge for the last four or five years of $24,076,44, approximstely §10,000

of added penalties and costs. From underground channels I have resson to believe

that I can get all of these stand-hy charges csncelled, as woll as penalties
and costs, leavin_ only the originsl sssessments which emount to $54,814.00
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 tha irrigation district as to what their attitude is

dalinquent tax payers, and once 1 have something
on, Mr. Burnham, Mr, Clotfelter and Mr, Donncrsberger

to go into the matter of teking over the project along
the lines that I ontlined como time cgo, Wo have all felt thut we
can save at lsast §50,000 to ¢75,000 by letting this thing drag on
until the disirict could legally knock out all pennlties und clear wp

the situation so we con procesa Aapelliqently.

Yours sincerely,
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eel tho irrigation district
t3 to make until the 1020-37

tholr proportion now in u:h

such less for you to pay. This does no
Tho taxes ars ap,roximately
acres of the finest

settlo snd soon for the adove, ths property
to an outsider, and the Fhitanoy intsrests
tye Throe or four of the best attorngys in
have said that thers 13 no question
nems of the Distriet, ouce rocorded,
5t at the plassure of ths Boaxd of

[irectors of the Liastrict.
¥y, Tllien Boettiger, Socrstary of the Matrict, so 1 have
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the Board of Directors that ysu have, both
stated that you were not intorastec in the
to paying the texes under any con=-
to rodeesm, This is all news %
of [iroctors of ths latrict at
that vhat you probably meant was that the
would nover again teke title to tho pro-
%00d from you that you infended to bave

o dsed, Othorwisc 1% would have beon foolish for
the monay for the comprosise end fareclosuro suit,

sbsolutely necessary or you will be sold
snd I advise you to prt vy the monqy im-
I will put through this con-
roperty to anyones you select.

the deed temporarily in trust

t holédit for you in trust

mse IThe Fletcher fanily

hold 4t in trust for

to belisve that somecnse has tried $o double-
et diroctors, out

Mr. Freak L. Crocker
]

I have gone to & great deal of trouble and pains ahd time
to whip this situation into shape. The State and Commty taxes, includ-
ing this yoar s taxes, after wiping out all penslties, if paid before
April 20 next“are 2,750 spproxisa It was my bill which I pessed in
tho last legislature that made possible the elimination of all penel-
ties on state and county taxes.

I am happy to inform you there will be no further imposition
of water service charges. I think I have esccomplished & greet desl in
getting the Board of ctors to take the responsibility of waiving
these charges of $£4,056.44 when over 60% of the land owners have paid
those charges heretofore and you go Scott free. This applies to any
of the penalties as well,

. With the Santa Fe District refinanced by the FFC to the tume
of about 50¢ on the dollar, with interest cherged reduced twoithirds
this 18 a property in which there should be considerable equity end your
interest protected.

‘ This is =y final appeal. The question of my compensetion
for any services I have rendered herctofore and in connection with this
present deal if you tako advantage of thic settlement and redeem your
property, 1 leave wholly to you, and will go the limit to whip this
syndicate into shape for quick action.

i1l you please answer by alr mail what your finel conclueions
are in the matter?

I have just received a letter froa Mr. Donnersberger frox
Chicago, who could, if ho wanted to, take this over himself, asking me
to hurry up and sobmit a finel proposition, vhich I could not do before
today and which I dare not to wmtil I get your reasction to this letter.
I am cure Pither Donnersberger or Burnhar alone can handle this proposi-
tion if they want to, and Eaturslly the Sante Fe Lend and Iaprovememt
Company will cooperate with us in every way possible and probebly be &
party to a new syndiceto if desired by the other purtiesz 1 have mentioned.

I am sorry not to write you any better news but I have done the
best that I could.

With kindest ragards

Sincerely yours




247 Zvr/é .,Mwme _ Col. E.F. -L= December 28th,1935.
;,-"'paw I?g/or/

delicious grapefruit which you sent us for Christmas, and

extend to you and Mrs. Fletcher, and your family, our sincere

Colonel Ed Fletcher,
1020 Ninth Avenue, | regards and best wishes for the coming year.

San Diego, California.
. Sincerely yours,
Dear Colonel Fletcher:
Your letter of December 20th has just reached
me. Mr. Boettiger has not quoted me correctly. Southwest
Coast Land Company has no objection to taking title to the
property and paying the taxes and liens against it, provided
it had a purchaser who would indemnify it and agree to buy

the property at a substantial profit to us and protect his

agreement with cash or securities.

I don't agree with you that it was foolish for
us to spend the money necessary to foreclose. This was but
a drop in the bucket compared to our already extensive loss
and we went to this further expense in the hope, in which I
understood you shared, that a purchaser would be found at the
foraclosure sale. ©Since there appears to be no such purchaser
procurable, we do not care to put up any more money now but
we reserve all of our legal rights under the foreclosure suit
as against anything that the Santa Fe Irrigation District
may do.

Mrs. Crocker and I are enjoying the crate of

- T a(«zczj




January 5, 1936 D"’3"j

. F. L Crocker
247 Park Aveniue
Haw !ork. He I

My dear My. Crockars

- I am in receipt of your lstter of the 28th and ocon-

tenta noted.
) You sent me a copy of your latter of June 25, 1955,
to the Santa Fe District, atteation Mr., Boettiger, ia which you
stato that the Southwest Coast Land Company has no intention of
purchasing the property on the foreclosure sale. That, together
with your confarsnces with Mr, Boettiger, has given me the im-
pression that you h-3e abtandoned tho proporty unloss a sale has
been made.

You can readily sa2e how impossible it has been for me

‘' t0 make any salo until I could get some definite understanding
with the directors of the District as to what the reduction would
be for a coapromise asettlamant, We have one of two things to

do, pay betwsen $100,000 and $150,000 xith all penalties, and no

. {ntending purchaser would consldar doing anything uatil the Dis-
triot took a deed. Legally tha directors could rmake no compromise
unti) they had taken a deed to the property. They would be liable
under their bond as waell as establishing a precedeat.

I have mado evaery offort to do somsthing and an working
with Zdward M., Fowler of Pasadena, I made meation to him of your
proparty. He writes back that he cannot negotiate with me megard-
ing the Rancho Solazna or South Coast Land Company proporty as it
has already been offered to him through another nan, Hr, Hstoalf,
at §100 an acre. His letter of December 23rd is before ms to that
effect. Whd: Muni Motcalf is or whather you have given any author-
{ty to others to sell the property, I doaft know, but I have faith
that thore is somermistake, Utherwise you wuld have written me.
You know I have been trying to get $150 an aare,

I an looking forward to ceeing you in the mear futare,
With kindest regards
Sincerely yours

' Roceived st 341 Plaza, San Diego, Calif. “5;T" Telephone Main 2151
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F. L. Crocker :

247 Park Ave, /.

New York, N. Y.
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My, Fy L Crocker
S1 East 8lst Street

.."!.;.b lo !O
My dear My, Crocker:;

I thank you for your prompt Selegran of the 10th in
answer to mine,

. AlL 18 not lost by any masns, I have reason to believe
that you have a real chance of blocking the sale and invalidating
the distriot?s plan to seise your property. You can give them a run
for their monsy in court.

I am having a lsgal opinion prepared ty Judge Lovett
and same will be forwarded to you a litile later on showing the de-
facts in title 20 far as the district directors ars concerned,
There have been 50 many irregulariSlies in the assessments, tho lack
of proper notice, etoc,, that you may knock them out eatirely, The
brief that I an having prepared please submit to your attorasy, or
before you leave Hew York drop me a.line as to who your attorney is
8o that I can send Judge Lovett's written opinion to him for his
analysis of the situation, In this way we can get quick action.

The suit will undouwbtedly be brought hars and your in-
terests must be fully protected. I believe Judge Lovett can be of
assistance to you.

As State Sepator I do imow that tha Irrigation District
Association of California introduced bills walidating certain ir-

ragular acts of irrigation districts in this state, of which the-Santa

Feo District was one nember vitally affected,byt the Governor refused
to .i‘n the bill.

I will keep you posted,

Please drop me a line on receipt of this,

I wish you were conming to Califommia and assume you are
goiag to Flo e GSometine I want you to catch a big totuava in the
gulf similar to the one I caught four weeks ago, weighing 183 pounds,
Ve fesl wa live out here,

Mith kindest regards to the family
SAincerely yours

Fobruary 25, 1956

ALK UALL

Mr. Frank L.Crocker
2‘7 Park Av.nue
Now York, New York

Lgnr Hr. Crock;ra

by, Lovett and I have b:on working hard trying
to find a solution of th: Southw:st Coast Land Company's
problems here psrtaining to th: Fhitnsy lands in th: Santa
Fa [istrict.

Through &r. CGiloon and ¥r. Boecttlgor, both of
whom you have suc@n, the Foard of Dir:ctors ar: under the inm-
preosion that you have cntir:ly abendoned tho proj:ct and
undoubtsdly in 2 few days suit will b: brought to acquire
title from all I can understand.

I would sugg2st that the cheap:ast woy to save
your equity would b: to «ithor directly or indirectly off-r
to pay this year's currcat taxcs, got the: prop:rty back on
tha.tax roll again, and make & compromis: scottlzmont of 30¢.
40¢ or 50¢ on th:> dollar for back assessments, Hake same
offer-1is my advice, othorwis: as surc as the sun ris»s and
set3, you ars golng to havs ondless litigation and perhaps

" "the losh of thu property. Thure ar: a half dozen defensas

with a probability of winning ons or two. If any error can
bas found in computation of ths amounts of the ass:szaents
for ths yoar on which th: tex dood is based, thet wuld be
anpthar defunsa.

Hr, Lov:tt says that th: cace: can bs k«pt in
Court for a ycur or morv any way. I should hav: somothing
definit: froa you by r:turn nail.

dith kinduot regares,

Sirncersly yours,




Mr. f.L.Crocker
247 Park Avenue
’Q' !ork’ l.!.

My d=ar ¥r. Crockuor:

Answerdng yours of Fabruary 27th. I thank you
for your prompt actlon raogarding 4uit Clainm Decd to 6.6
acres to your Company. 1 havs asked Rancho Solamo Corpora-
tion to sund tho Deud to me, I wfll have Lt rocords:d im-
midiately and will writ: you furthur on this subject lator,

Plsass give me an outlins of any compromise
which you would bs willing to ace:pt re: Th: Santa Fo
Irrigation [istrict. Thu main thing is thoy want to get
ths property back ontthe tax roll and fuul cortain that the
property taxca will b: forthcoming horcaft.r and that water
will bs used on th: proporty. Thoy want to protect thair
- water rights under their agrocment with tho City of San
Diego, and if thoy do not use the wuter within the next =ix
OF 30Ven years, they ars just out that 15 all.

I would appruciats amy suggestion that you can
make personally so that 1 can go ‘to work on them and try to
g2t some action in your b:half,

Thanks for the tolegram. Have hoard nothing
fron Pan-Amorican's roprasantativa,

dinecarely yoars,

=¥/ §v

.rl r. L. Crocker
247 Park Ave,,

liow Xork

My dear Mr, Crocker:

1 have received from Kr, Webster notico of

filing of suit to quiet title by the Santa Fo Irrigation

District aguinst Rancho Soluna Corporntion and Southwest
Coast Land Company,.

In conference with Mr, Lovett todsy he stutes
there are two grounds on which there 1o & chance for defeating
the ection., First that the district collected assessments
illegally in that they levied them to cover en anticipated
deficit of water sales which iz not such & subject as the lew
authoriges assessments to belevied for. The other ground is
possible errors in culculations, This cun only be determined
by an examination of the books, but if errors have been nude
in celculations we have a splendid chance,

You have thirty days in which to answer and the
case will not go to trial for three or four months, posaibly
longer, If you huve no other plan I suggest kr, Lovett
file an answer within the £0 dey period. His charge for thut
sorvice will be not to exceed ¢50,00,

Fhat 1o your pleasure in the matterl A copy
of this letter hus been sent to Mr, Webster,

Yours sincerely,
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KE 4 ! lln'e had a oonferonca with Myr. Clotfelter the

'ioo-fraluant of tha Santa Fo Land Improvemont Company and the
‘man who has charge of ths Rancho Sante Fo holdings. Ha/is most

'_‘; #:. ;

with the Board of Directors of the Santa Fe Irrigation

You hava reached the po.lnt. whors 4t 1a a matter

of uﬁntl.on or comproaiss.’ Thers 1s a’very bitter fu].i.ns of
the Directors against tho Rancho Solana Corporation, nusar;. Grosa,
Slater, Lambort, et al, and you are included in it for $ha reason
they have interproted your meaninga with the Santz Fo [istriot
Directors as having taken tho attitodo that you£o nwot wish to put

o a dollar and have mot Co-opurated with thum.
suggestion that you inatruot ths Rancho Solana

It is ¥r.Clotfoltar's
rporation to deed

ths roat of tho property over to my daughtsr Cethorine H. Taylor, a
Quit Claim [sod, and l:t ue hm;n poaition to maks a compromise, and
i let her be in position to makh » compromisze with tho Irrigation Dis-
triot, rathor than have endless litigation. Mr. Clotfeltar's opinion
{s that some compromisc can b> made, #t goss without saying, my
daughtar will hold your equity, whatover it is, in trust. I

podits ma “and I am sure bring dbout some adjustmont in ths very

uture, without your having to pay up your taxes - as 1 under-

stand you havs no intention of doing so.

I ca ssnding this lettor bty Alr-liail and asking for

your reaction to a plaa of this ki fors any commitment 15 made,
I would wire for your approval of ssttlemont with ths District.

BF/§v

Bincorsly yours,

’
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lines at u price much lower than the acoummulated delinqguencies
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something. Everything will depend upzon the terms and conuitions
which we will subait to you.
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SOUTEWEST COAST LAND COMPANY

May 4th, 1936

Santa Fe Irrigation District,
Rancho Santa Fe,
- 8an Diego County, Calif.

Gentlemen:

I have your letter of May lst, 1936.

\ This corporation has no intention,

and never has had any intention, to reacquire, directly
or indirectly, the Rancho Solana lands which it sold many
years ago and on which it holds a mortgage.

We have interposed an answer to your
suit on the advice of our counsel that we shall win the

Yours respectfully,
SOUTHWEST COAST LAND COMPARY,

w
S

WESTE RN
_UNION ™

HEWCOSS CARLYOM 4. uwm
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

ﬁhhhhh“h-hﬂh“hﬂm TIME at point of origia. hdﬂhWMﬂ’ﬂd“

- Recsived at 341 Plaza, Sen Diego, Calif. 4" Telephone Main 2151 M8 |12
j.;‘-z.i-‘!!_’;m!LDL COLLECT=B] NEWYORK WY 20 1050A | Bodsp s = |
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T !{.oven 'ronlr AIR MATL caocx’ea ASSIGHMEIIT soumvssr

COAST LAND C0 To CATHERIHE F TlYLOR JUDGHENT HORTGAGE OF

'iﬁ ANCHO SOLANA lasnlneron ron*W_‘”""“” wl

fGHT GENE. lITH lE TELEPHONE
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D FLETCHER?

THERE IS NO DEPENDABLE SUBSTITUTE FOR WESTERN UNION TIME
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Colonel Ed Fletcher, 'fffT-'_

71020 Ninth Avenue, u mmtsz mpx mm.mum m xau

| -

San Diego, California. AL Y'A;i “_ﬂ' S

Dear Colonel Fletcher: 9189-1!'4 !'lof-cbar Coe

1020-9th Ave.
Answering your letter of July 6th,

I am enclosing herewith, duly executed, assignment of AT P R Y SR e AR o gl

v »

judgment to Catherine F, Taylor against J. Stuart Blackton
and Paula Blackton for the sum of §$12,725,10.

uk A nsen ] B N TO N R wi e R in i ',1_“_ ' o Tte
AT ARy :--“‘J"““ .w‘i'.i. BRERY SRy s

'».
'-01“ l. - '

Yours sincerely,

-

Enclosure.

1920: l_tITn AVE SANDIEGO CALIFS,

R - —— i w—— e
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ﬁgu_ggtjggr'v"?oug_n RECE!VED.SQRRY OVERLOOKED YOUR LETTER

BER TUENTIETH NONE OF UY ICLIENTS APPEAR TO BE mreaesreﬂ"
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Mr, Frank L. Crocker,
247 Park A“o’
New York City.

Ky dear Mr, Crocker:

e Gt S s s <. For two years I have be
2t answer to =y tel ogrem of * Ser e R make a little money selling ninety-odd
‘t , 6 ‘ G R T e e Diego Consolidated Gas & Electric
B A e A e S5 Y control, and is oxned by the Stanm
formerly a Byllesby Corpora
we can organize a syndicate fy
Electric Corporation, - Southern
to buy. Their system connedts with the
both from ImperialVe verside,

e "o

> L
Fa .

'
» L

Enclose ‘alegram I received from
B, %, Lynch, President Standard Gas & Electric Compeny
e few days 6£0,

 freolance to dispose of the . - . ¢ ' Sred by this syndicate £100,000 if
ﬁnmmwhaﬂo R ISR 22 ot i p’had Washington friends approach the
e monay secured so to @Oy L A . on, and personally know C. Roy

_ llll,lothrq'gltj_ﬁﬁit"' Gady Sl ’ sotor. I know they are friendly to the
 have kissed good-tye thedr 1o i i vhereby The Nevade-Californie Electric Corporation

s & At ' r —..f_'_ *— ¥ e . ‘i:{ the Sen Diogo Gas & Electric Conpnny. 1

SN T SR P R A %.-".f",..‘-'.}-';?" P kg o A e Securities Exchange Commission would approve the

stion whataver ‘ﬁ, SRV s, h RN A bligations of Standard Gas & Electric for the controll-

& falt duty-bound to mak you Just . T ing comaon |stock of the San Diego Consolidated Gas & Electric, and
o matter, and whether : Rt SR T 8 tion to approach them on that basis,

B
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Do you mind contacting tho Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Standard Gas & Electric in New York. His neme is
Mr. Victor Emanusl, and he seems to have more to say about the
situation than Mr. Lynch of Chicago, the President from what I have
recently heard. I do not want any names mentioned, but ask his
reaction to the sale of the San Diego Consolidated Ges & Electric
coanon stock, either for cash or for obligations of Standard Gas &
Electric. They have some two or three hundred millions obligations

&
P“
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outstanding. I would appreciate your assistance \
matter and will compenss el - in tais ol | CERa
your negotiations with I:: Beamel, el e o ke :, ': o TR R 1020 9 AVE SAND 'EGO CAL IF=

Bith kindest perscmal ‘ LETT R
R § prrocaal recards wxd vishiag you | & ;l E DECEMBER TWENTY EIGHTH RECE IVED WILL UNDERTAKE GET
| - A COMMUNICATlON WITH GENTLEMAN MENTIONED AND ADVISE You

Yours sincerely S ot
0. o ] 552: FURTHER SHORTLY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL-
% [FRANK ' CROCKER.

(signed) ED FLETCHER

ESTERN - (=
"UNION '

NEWCOMB CARLTON .l c. WILLEVER

cmamwmm
mmumhﬁﬂhnw-ﬂMMhﬂ'MMﬂnﬂwd# ‘I'hdﬂ
waul H&-.hIMCJH Always Open. Telephone Main 2151

-

rFA‘lO 7 DL=GT NEWYORK NY 11 128P BOJN Il M Il 99
‘c0L EL ED FLETCHER- |

: *1020 NlNTH AVE SANDIEGO CALIF=

-.JBORRY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONTACT PARTY REFERRED TO YOUR ;

- LETTR DECEuBER T'ENTY EIGHTH AND FEAR 1| CAN BE OF NO HELP
IIN THAT QUARTER KIND REGARDS: i

o ‘FRANK CROCKER.,
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Col.ﬁsd Fletcher
1020 BinthLAwenue
Sen.Diego, Calircrnia.
Dear Col. Fletcher:

We heve received the balance of the Jndgment _
in.the Ban.Diegc Iesa cace, to wit 329 700. and I shell
be gled to have you write'me quite frankly what compen-
setion.ycu think ycu ehould receive fcr ycur services in"

connection.withbthe dieposel of this property.
It is needless to say that we all appreciate

hcv mch ycnr cont:lnued efforts in our behalf contributed
to the final dieposition of the matter.

Again, el thpy Rew'!ear to you and yours.
Sincerely,

B 'i:’l“ 2
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December 29, 1942

Col. Ed Fletcher,
1020 Ninth Avenue
San Diego, California.

Dear Col. Fletcher:

Ve have received the balance of the Jjudgment
in the San Diego Yesa case, to wit £€22,700. and I shall
be glad to have you write re jquite frankly what compen-
sation you think you should receive for your services in
connection with the dis»osal of this property.

It is needless to say that e all ap-reciate
how muach your continued efforts in our behalf contributed
to the final disposition of the matter.

Again, a Happy New Year to you and yours.

Sincerely,

d} .%;... G"D-D"QM)




Br. Frank L. Crocker,
247 Park Avenue,
New York, New York.

Ry dear Mr, Crockert

Answering vour recent letter regarding the sale of the Southwest
Coast Land Company property to the government on Linda Vista Mesa,
will say I certainly appreciate your friendly spirit and your recog-
nition of my service in the matter.

As I remember the original price the government put on the property

for sale -urposes was $35,000 and the final settlement that we worked
" out was £62,700,00,

I did not receive a dollar, directly or indirectly from Higgs, Fletcher
and Glen, the attorneys whom I recommended that you let handle the con-
demnation case in court. As a matter of fact, owing to the volume I
wrote my son and told him to cut his compensaticn right in half, and

he did it in making his contract with you. He represented eight or
nine other parties in court on the Camp Elliot property, or nearly
half of the entire ownership of the condemmed property. _

Answering your questions, as I vrote you, I felt thot I was entitled
to a minimm of 5%, the customary cowmission out eide of the City of
San Diego is 10%, but generally on smeller sales. We pay 10% comaie-
sion on all of cur sales at Grossmont, Fletcher Hills and in the back

countrye.

Pnclosed find copy of my agreement with Senmator Allen Brecd, Jr., a
seaber of the State Senate that shows you what my srrangement was with
his, whieh I persopally handled. Also my arrangement with Mr, and Mrs.
Joe Fazio. You use your own judgment, my friend, and let your con-
science be your guide. Anything over 5% that you think is fair under
the circumstances will be sgreeable and acceptable to me without a word,

The trutk of the matter is there are absolutely no undeveloped lznde
without water selling at any price, and if it had not been that I saw
the opportunity, went to Washington, made the leesse and kept the govern-
ment from going to San Clemente Island, your land would po laying there

1 -
L s e 2t )
v »
J
N

o ‘,".u‘ .

Mr. Frank L. Crocker, #2

today without a chance of its being sold at over §6,00 or §8,00 an scre,
As I wrote you btefore I purchased two yeers tgo 880 scres for £6,000,
ceph, that adjoins your property on the south, nearer San Diego and

with two miles of highway frontage. After we hod made the lecse to the
government I mlso bought snother 160 acres for £1,000; another 240 ecres
for £2,000, all of which the government condemmned. I eventually m=de

a settlement with the government on everything excepting the 880 for
which I paid §5,000 and which iz & matter of public record the amount

I paid. I also h:d bought 200 ecres adjoining for £7.00 an zere, zo we
went to trial on the 1080 acres, on which the government had only agreed
to give us $£8,800, as I rememb<r it., After the jury wos picked, the Jew
lawyers increzsed the price to {15,500, We came down to {20,000. This
they refused to pey end the jury rendered 2z verdict of §16,387.00, es I
remember it, which the government peid. I had a lot of fun end gave thea
e run for their money anyhow.

By the way, the State Senate has just sent Semator Moyogend myself to
represent the state at the Neti nel Conference of State Governzents to
be held in Baltimore, January 24th to 27th. :

If you want to see me personally I could stop off and see you in New
York, but I want to get back at the earliest nossible moment.

Ve are having a battle royal in California over federal vs state rights.
The government has stepped in &nd now control the power and water rights
of Shasta Dam and Friant Dem and the administretion is going to coze from
VWashington and it doesn't suit us very well and there is now in the Su-
preme Court the questions of whether the State or United St-tes own the
water rightss Water is the blood of the soil with us.

It may be possible that we can see ecch other while I eam in the Eest,
if s0, kindly give me o wire--State Canitol, Secramento. I lecve here
the night of the 20th of January.

I would apprecicte an Air Mail letter from you giving ycur reacticn in
relation to the above,

With kindest personal regards, 1 em,
Sincerely ycurs,
PSt The Avocados and grapefruit are getting ripe now and I would love

to send ycu some fruit right off of our orchard if you will give me your
home address. I hope the good lody and femily are well,
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January 14, 1943

Col. Ed Fletcher,
1020 Ninth Avenue,
can Diego, California.
Dear Col. Fletcher: .

I have your letter of January llth and have
taken the matter up with my prinecipals vho agree vith me, if
the arrangement is satisfactory to you, to pay 2 5% commission
on $33,000. and a 10% comnission on §£9,700. or a total com-
mission of $4,620.00.

If you are satisfied, wire me and a check will
be sent in ;he next air mail.

With kind regardas, I am

Sincerely yours,
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Ed Fletcher Papers
1870-1955
MSS.81
Box: 5 Folder: 28

General Correspondence - Crocker, F.L.
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