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7/l2/6? 

As far as I oan see~ I was born a soientist. I 

believe that many children are born with an inquisitive 

mind~ the mind of a soientist~ and I assume that I 

became a scientist because in some ways I remained 

a child~ 

The set of values of the society in which I 

lived in Budapest was conducive for a young man to 

dedicate himself to the pursuit of science, and _~be 

poor quality of the teaching of scisnce at the 

universities in Hungary furnished stimulation to 

independence of thought and originality. I was 

l6 years old when the First World War broke oub, 

and I rebelled against it. 
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I mus t have made a rather strong impression on my schoolmates, 

judeins from the fact that they reported to me years later conver-
~o..-T 0-_...._J.. 

sations which they~had with m~which I had forgotten. One of these 

(quote} "memorable" ( Yfl:quot·e) conversatio~s occurred at the outset 

or tho F :i rGt. Wnr~,d Wnr. I w::.s sixteen ~+- ·"·· s ot tho time, and when 

the war started we didn't have a very good conception of what kind 

of an enterprise· this was. Most people thought that the war would 

last just a few months, and, as the German Kaiser once said, "Our 

troops would be back by Christmas." He meant Christmas, 1914. 
Gt.3 rr) 

There was speculation in the class ~who might win the war, 

and apparently I said to them at td~e, time, that)I did \ o~_ co~:~~\ not 
iCl 

know who would ~ the war, but ~know how the war ought to end. 

It ought to end by the defeat of the central powers, that is the 
C\.kD Austrian-Hungarian monarchy and Germany, and~end by the defeat of 

Russia. Now~ I said, I couldn't quite see how this could 

happen, since they were fighting on opposite sides, but ~ said -tha~ 
~ " - ... .... \. \ 

this is really what ought to happen. In retrospect I find it 

difficult to understand how at the age of sixteen and without any 

direct knowledge of countries other than Hungary, I was able to 

make this statement. Somehow I felt ; that Germany and the Austrian-

Hungarian Empire were weaker political structures than ~ e ; I ;'- (- .., r 
"".:· (.,. · ~ 

France ~England. At the same time, I felt that Russia was a 

weaker political structure than was the German Empire. 

I am inclined to think that my clarity of judgment ~ reached 

its peak when I was sixteen, and that thereafter it did not increase 
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nny further ond perhaps declined . Of course, a man's clarity of 

judgment is never very good when he ·is involved; and as you grow 

older, ann RS you crow more involved, your clarity of judgment 

suffers. This is not a matter of intelligence; this is a matter 

of ahility to keep free from emotiona l involvement. 

I was certainly remarkably free of emotional involvement 

during the First World War. I remember that when the war started we 

were at an Austrian resort in Velden. We immediately made arrange-

ments for returning to Budapest by train, and as our train moved 

slowlY towards Budapest, more and more troop trains pulled alongside 

the train or passed us. Most times , the soldiers in all these trains 

were drunk. Some of the fellow passenger~ looking out a window and 

seeing the troop trains pass b~ made a remark to my parents that it 

was heartening to .see all this enthusiasm; and I remember 
I 

my comment ;..• ' -. 
<:" 

vhieh 'ms that I could not see much enthusiasm but I could see 

much drunkenness. I was immediately advised by my parents that 

this was a tactless remark, which I am afraid~l~the effec~ 

that I made up my mind then and there that if I have to choose 

between being tactless and being untruthful, I would prefer to be 

tactless. Thus my addiction to the truth was victorious over 

whatever inclination I might have had to be tactful: 

The war years were 

L one year before the end 

In Austria and Hungary, 

>--
rather uneveni;;ful for m~ even though{ ' 

of _t_h~-~;-draft~d - -f~t~· -the -arm;/\ 
, 

again corresponding to the set of values of 

those times in those localities, a young man who had high school 

education was automatically scheduled to become an officer, so I was 

sent to Office~' Scho.ol(.\ a-R6. ~gain in accordance wit~~~- set of 
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valucG of those times , I ended up third in the Officers' School of 

the Brie;ade in spite of tLc.:.. .£\ .. ct o-:f my rather unmilitary posture . 

Even thO'LiGh I >.ros obvi ously not what you might call a good soldier, 

my teachers were impressed with my ability to grasp scientific and 

technicol problems. Because I was able to explain how the telephone 

workS~ at a time when nobody else in the class could explain the 

functioning of this mysterious gadget, I had a certain amount of 

standing in the classj and in spite of my unmilitary behavior I . 
'"' ended up third ~f my class, which comprised the officers-to-be of 

that particular year. 

Since people have no imagination whatsoever, they cannot imagine 

in peacetime that there should be war, and if the war goes on for a 

few years, they cannot i magine that there ever will be peace. So, 

by the time of the third year of the war when I was drafted and sent 

to Officers' School, nobody caul~ imagine that war would ever end, 

and therefore more and more emphasis was put on the thorough training 

of officers. So after I left Officers' School, we were sent w !{D r 
-+--o 

further training ~R a camp which was established on the German 

frontie'r in Kuffstein. There, while war was raging elsewhere, we 

were taken on daily trips to the mountains, the Kaisergebirge, and 

were trained in other completely superfluous activities. I imagine 

that we were in reserve, and that at that particular moment there was 

I r------- . -. - ---··------------ --~ 

no great need(Et the fran~ for ~~fi~~~~n the Austro-Hungarian Arm'l~ 

Our commanding officer, a Captain, had only a few fixed ideas 

which 

these 

bothered usj otherwise, he left us complete freedom. One of 

W'\S 
ideas ~e that it was not becoming an officer to walk along 

the street with his ~~~es in his hands. He should either wear no 

gloves or he should put the gloves on. He was also concerned about 
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our bc jnc; properly dre ssed and he was indignant when he learned 
t . " l \ . ". , . . - - .- - ·- - . 
(\ ~~ 01 ' ' - -that we -d.-±-d' not ~~ with us . our dress uniforn;..•\' From then on it 

~ , . . 
\.-..---- . . 

become customary to o.::;k for leave of absence to go home in order to 

pick up one's dress uniform. If the war had lasted long enough we 
,..____., 

would~:e ( al~ ended up with our drooo unirormo rcudy ror rcotivo 

occasions. Those who went home to Hungary to pick up their dress 

uniforms were also expected to bring back some flour. There was a 
I l 

shortage of foodstuffs in Austria :~h~~- Hungary! had ' st;l-i plentiful 
c..::; .. I 

food. These leaves of absence usually amounted to about one-fifth 

to one-third of 

One day{I 

the School being absent. 

awoke with a strong headache and high temperature. 

This frightene~ me because I knew that if I came down with something 

like pneumonia I would be put in a hospital in Kuffstein1 and I would 

never have a chance to be sent to a hospital back home. Rules in 

this respect were very severe. ~e were in the so-called Etappe, and 

nobody who was ill could go home. I therefore decided that I wi~~ u>o~ft 

ask for a leave of absence to go home for a few days, and then report 
7roT 

ill if my condition get£ worse. This way I would land in a hospital 

in Budapest near home, and if I were seriously ill I could have my 

family look after me. In order to get a leave of absence it was necessary 

to go through the routine of reporting to the commanding officer in a 

ceremonial form. Those who had any requests or who were ordered to 

face punishment, usually 15 to 20 on any one day, were lined up in a 

corridor of the office building where the commanding officer resided, 
\, t.u{ 

and ha¥e to wait his pleasure. After a half an hour or an hour he 

would turn up, stop in fr~nt of each man, and each man could bring 

forward his request. My main difficulty was that by the time this 
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for ma l ity started, a r ound noon, my temperature was 102° F. St a nding 

at attent i on f or half an hour or an hoUS or even standing relaxed is 
/ 

I 

r ather a strain if you have a hi gh temperature, and there is a lways 
I , 
· '•danger t hat you may fall on your face. However, I somehow pulled 

myuu~:r ·togo-t;ho:t; and whon my 'turn como to apCElk up 'to the commanding 

c .. 

officer, I asked him for a leave 
I 

r__,Jc. · · . , . J , .• . 

because my br other ~ a ~ efious 

of absence to go home for a week, 

operation and my parents needed my 

moral support . lie said th8·;:; he had no objec-cion to my get"ting a l ea'lfe 

h \_ Pf"l 
of absence and ~ going home for a week, but right ~~ there were 

i 
just too many people on leave of absence, and I ought to wait until 

Cq_ . . ::'..~ 
a few people ~ back and then he would give me leave to go. I 

immediately replied that the operation of my brother could not be 

postponed, and that if it were impossible for me to get a leave of 

absence now for a week, then I would modify my request and ask for 

a leave for two days, so that I could be home on the day of the 

operation. The Captain was t aken aback, because while it was perfectly 

all right to lie, it was not customary to insist if the request .was. uJ <'., <-

refused. However, just because he was taken aback and did not know 

quite what to think, I got my leave of absence. 

Now the difficulty was how to get to the train, which left about 

midnight. With the support of a few of my comrades who kept me erect, 
0 .£) 

I was finally pushed into the train and sat down in a corner -~ a 

compartment. There were a few other officers in the same compartment, 

(3. nd when morning came, one of them told me, "Do you feel better now? 

You were pretty drunk last night." "I was not drunk," I told him, 

"I was ill." He didn't rep~· to this but I could see that he didn't 

believe me. 
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A~ lh0 ~ ~~ in Rnnroachcd Vi enna I took my temperature aea in, 

~nd to my horror T saw that it was falling. I spent the night · 
He. 

i. n Virmn.:J, ,'1nd os!<cd rt rl0ctor ta look m0 ov0.Y,\ ~ t0ld me that 
'. ~ .,., , 

T had no pn~umonia and I was not in i bad shape. The next day I 

~rri v •-:rl in nurl.'l)IEJSt wj th my t empe raturA down but W:i th a persistent 

cou?:h maKing its appearance. ~at I landed in a hospital in 

Buc:lap~st was not due to my s._,..ta te of health but to my family 

connections.] I wrote to my commanding officer, expressing my 

rer,ret that I was not able to return to the c.o...u.se.. and got an 

affectionate letter commending me for my past military performance 

and wishing me good luck. 

Two weeks later I had a letter from my commanding officer, 
ho._ r} 

advising me that an P.pidemic of Spanish Flu ~broken out in 

the School and that the School was practically closed. By now 

I know \-Jhat was wrong vri th me. It seems that I was the first 

victim or the Spanish Influenza in the School and perhaps in the 

whole Austrian Army. 

A week later I received another letter advising me that the 
/A ' I . ' i ..J ' ' .• r .t 1 , f M. , r) ~ . , I 1., 

class~ bAen dissolved and that everybody ~sent to the front. 

Not long afterwards, I heard that my own regiment at the front had 
! \(..'. ·I been under severe attack and that all of my comrades~isappeared. 

So it appears that the Spanish Flu which caused the death of 

many of my comrades ~ saved my own life. Perhaps I should ad~ 

the Spanish Flu and my own determination to go home when I was ili. 

,.. 
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Bela Kun's government lasted from March to August of 1919. 

Szilard's Record Book from 1916 to 1919 from the Josef Technical 

Institute in Budapest is available. It gives courses, grad~s, and 

signatures of faculty. 

Transcript sheets from the institute in both Hungarian and 

German show courses and grades, 1916 to 1919. (Xerox copy of 

German version attached). 

Since 1894 an important academic occasion in Hungary has been the 

annual E8tv5s mathematics competition, open to all university 

freshmen. Szilard entered this competition in his first year 

at the Josef Technical Institute. 

In his pr~face to the American edition of the Hungarian 

Problem Book,* dbor Szegrf writes: "The publication of the 

" problems and the names of the winners was from the beginning a 

public event of first class interest." Szilard won second prize 
' . . :. ' 

in the contest in 1916, and so started his public career. (Testimonial 

{.W. 
attached) 

/ Hungarian Problem Book, edited by G. Hajos, New York, Random House, ~63. 

K\W . 
4-~~------------------------------~--~--------------------------------
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Ni. cholas llorthy de Nagybanya. He entered Pudapcst in November 1919, 

aft0r numanian forces had defeated Kun, following a countr.r-revolution. 

·He was made reecnt and head of state in 1920, and remained so 

until the Germans forceo him to resign in October 194~, after 

he had surrendered to the Rus~ians. 
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.ur, az Jf~aneu 
a kouelkez6 

. . . ~ A ~ijc_zk lcfi- A be'}.f!f!J'Zest A talll(l.rf!)'Ok H eft omszam :?' et 5 ,, 1,0 rry " 
~ :::: l (! C ':' es /l{lfljdt 1 

jegyzcke -6 - n f.elmcn t~st bizonyitjn i 
es a tandrok neve El~- Oyn- §. ·~ buonyt/Ja a dekdn 

I adas korlat <; "' a qunestor *I 
'.av.dj~w~- ~-, K6'j" ; 1 ~ ~ , 
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- j,- - ----- n,;mld,; dU ~ Sl~ 

--------K ~ ~ 

,, _ _ _ 

I .I 

-~1 ,. 

r J 

/ 19 

c_./J t?t fr'.J4_~:- oszlcillJ ~/-f"~· 
m::~ felei-e rendes hallgal6ul ,:?jegyezlele/1 
lanf6rgyakra: 

A bej!•gyzcst 
bizonyitjdk 
n /nndrok 

BC!yeg 
30 fill. 

A lcitognldsl 
bizonyiljdk 
a tnndrok 

Az cl611;• ·.-::.'/ 
biZOII}'I t -~ '( 
n tan.:·.·~ 

Ldtta : 

e. i. dckiln. 

j cgyzet 
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Ur, az 1/~laneu 
a k6oefkez6 

A dijak leji
::eteset vagy 
a fc!mentesl 
bizonyilja 

a quaeslor 

Kozj6t. diJ 

--- K ---f. 
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Beiratdsi dij 

---------K 

Tandfj 

I 

A bcjcgyzcst 
es napjdt 
bizonyilja 
a dekdrz 
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2/ued. ~~ ~- oszlcily 

"in::;:;; felere rendes hallgaf6ul bejegyezfefeff 
fanfargyakro: 
~ I - <5' < -- (J --f' d.__- -----
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bizonyiljdk bizonyiljdk bizonyitjdk j egyzcl 
a tandrok a faruirok a landrok 
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.' 

r' 

I 22 :13 il L. / . ' 

I rdf:.. ~ ~ Ur, az Jf~aneo /A# a k0oelkez6 
. I I A tanldrgyak !-!eli 6raszcim ~ 

, es a tandrok neve Elo.- Gya- :::.. ·t:::: 

1\ c~ij~k lcfi- A bej<'gyzest 
zetcset var;y es napidl 
a felme:!t~st bizonyitja 

biZOIIJ LIJa a dekdn 
jegyzcke l - _ -, :<2 ::: 

adas kortat ~ t! 

~!:(;!:1-J I~ I K&jdl. d;j ~ t I 
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fanldrgyakra : 

A bejegyzest 
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bizonyiljdk 
a landrok 
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lgazoludny. 

R kir. S6zsef-muegyelem reszer61 ezennel hivalalosan bizo-

nyilom, hogy 

··············· ~~ ~ .. 'h:' ....... "'· 
ki . ·--------- --~1.1041_ 1 --~-- megyeben 

_/ 

,_J_9_d!_ __ ev __ _ ---~f_ _______ .ho_:--:(-/1{ szulelell, 

a mDegyelem rendes hallgol6jdul [6/veielell. 

Budapeslen, 1Y/P __ -4'2-#j~c~ h6 . ___ tj__ .n. 
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'(;!_' ( 1 ' -v: 1A { 

~ ,_' ,~,v ) 
: - ·~~' ' -, , ~ 

I' J•" '?\_ '4 

' Fl ll:ER -

J~tizdl- ----
a kir. 96zse[-muegyclem 
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Hir. 96zsef·mriegl}elem. F6k6mJoi ris lapsz6m : 

LECZKEKONYV 

;zU/ele/;~~~~~1'";;1~:be:~~6nop~l~::: l ' -scg oil I ~DOl 
a budapesli htr. 96zse(-muegyelem rendes hallgal6}6u/ felmHelell. 

mzlljlk asz/6/l)ba? ... I mikor? I_ BizDnljilja a quaeslar ----- -- --r_--- --- -----
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--~~t,_- - -~---- - - ·- - - __ _ ur, az i/f-17 lane~ 
- a k6uelkez6 

A tanlcirgyak 
jcgyzeke 

c!s a tandrok neve 

II 
f-!cfi 6raszdm '

1 

~ A dijqk lcfi- 1 A bejcgyzcst 
~ ze/Jset vap cis napjdl 

E/6- Gya- , Q., -~ bLZonytfJa a dekdn I 

I 
-1! ~ >::: a jelme1_11~st , bizonyiljc: 

II adds korlat, :@ "' il a quacslor ' 
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-~--- -II I : II <&'" 
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1 __ -:-· --
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-: ,1 ~ / ~ J . 1:r. l) 111 

1
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fanf6rgyalna: 
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A bcjcgyzest 
bizonyitjdk 
a tandrok 

A .ldtogatdst 
bizonyitjdk 
a tandrok 

Az clumenctcll 
bizonyitjdk 
a tan1irok 

.:.=--

j cgy::ct 

/00. 
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a k6uelkez6 

-----~---===~~-=~~=-=-~------~----
~ A dijak lcfi- . . A ~anfd~gyak Jl Hefi 6raszdm ~ , zefesef vagy , A _bc;eg)'~_est 1 

;cgyzekc I ~ E: a je!mcntcst cs nap;at 
es a tandrok neve I E/6- 1 Oya- i5. -~ btzonyitja bi:onyitja 
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fanfargyakra: 

A bcjegyzest 
bizonyitjdk 
a tandrok 

jcgyzct 
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.. ur, azff-:1/ taneu 
a kouelkez6 

A tantdrgyak 
jegyzeke 

es a fandrok neve 

i Heti 6raszam ~ :et~1/tk :z~; A _bejegy~~st 
I _ o' f 'j' es I!Oji]Of 
I I ~ .E: a J_elmer:t~st bizonyitja 

l%
1~- Gya- I g. ~ btzonytfJa 0 dekdn 

das korlat ~ . a quaestor . 
. - -- ___ ]!___ - _ __J! --
11 - - . . II - . 
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~ff/ J 3 

Kozj6t. dij ' 

~r-lltww fu.ntf 1 ..... K .... .f ;, 
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~~~kfelere rendes hallgal6ul bejegyezlefetf 
tanlargyakro: 
- - --
1 A bejegyzcst 1\ A ldtogatdst !I Az elomenefelt II 

I bizonyltjdk bizonyitjdk : bizonyi_t}dk j egyzet 
a tandrok a tandrok a fanarok 

1
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a k6oelhez6 lanldrgyokra: 

A tantdrgyak 
· jegyzeke 

es a tandrok neve 
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~ zeteset vagy A _be.Jegyz~st , 
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1 adds korlat, ~ "' J' ~ q~aesto: ,I 0 dekan 
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A ldtogatdst 
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a tandrok 
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A bejegyzest 
bizonyitjdk 
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A ldtogatdst 
bizonyitjdk 
a tandrok 

Az clomenetelt 
bizonyitjdk 
a tandrok 
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I 
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ur, 02 lcf;-;!J lanec 
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_ _ ·---~· oszlcily 

"in-£~~ felere rendes hallgal6ul ·bejegyezfefeff 
lanfargyalna: 

A bejegyzcst 
bizonyitjdk 
a tandrok 

1 A ldtogatJ.st 
bizonyitjdk 
a tandrok 
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Az el6menetelt 
bizonyitjdk 
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I adds ~~karla! :<: "' a q uaestor 
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lanl6rgyakra : 

A bejegyzest 
bizonyitjdk 
a tandrok 

Betyeg 
30 fill. 

'.-- .. -.---- ----.----

A lcitogatdst 
bizonyitjdk 
a tandrok 

Az el6mcnctelt 
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a. tandrok 
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Ldttcl/ 
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es a tandrok neve 
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ur, 02 Jlj(jl faneD 
a kooelkez6 

A dijak lcji
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a k6uefkez6 

II Heti 6raszdm I' ;:::_~ A tantdrgyak ~ 

jegyzeke u ~ .§ 

I A ~ij?k lefi-
1 

A bejegyzest I 
zeteset vagy es napjdt 
a jelmentest biwnyitja 

bt::anyitja a dekdn 
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!fl{:;e!ere rendes hal!gal6ul btf!:e;;;;~~ 
fan/6rgyakra: 
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k_!_.:J_I)_. szam. 
,(q /A;. 

"'"'avozasi bizonyitvany 

/ - -::::----<--- . 
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Bela Kun's government lasted from March to August of 1919. 

Szilard's Record Book from 1916 to 1919 from the Josef Technical 
Institute in Budapest is available. It gives courses, grad~s, and 
signatures of faculty. ·(Mt;;&'< C.of(f t' 4 ~/~ 

Transcript sheets from the institute in both Hungarian and 
German show courses and grades, 1916 to 1919. (Xerox copy of 

German~ersion attached). 

()lAAP/ ~~~·~ 
Since 1894 an important academic occasion in Hungary has been the 

annual E8tv8s mathematics competition, open to all university 
freshmen. Szilard entered this competition in his first year 

at the Josef Technical Institute. 

In his pr~face to the American edition of the Hungarian 

Problem Book,* dbor Szeg~ writes: "The publication of the 
' problems and the names of the winners was from the beginning a 

:public event of first class interest." Szilard won second prize .. . . :. . 
in the contest in 1916, and so started his public career. (Testimonial 

{.W . . 'attached) 

/ Hungarian Problem Book, edited by G. Hajos, New York, Random House, ~63. 
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Lieber Kamerad ! 

Ich da.nke I hnen hes tens fiir I hre licben Zei l t-n und bedaure 
hcrzlichst, da:os Sie j.nfol r e Kranksej ns nicht. mchr zu 
uns zuri.ic ~~kehrcn 1:crrlcn . Nun, de.. Sie ja jedcrzeit m1te r den 

Ers te:n des Kun:;f;S \·:aren , bin i ch i 'e s t tfi•crzeu p.;t , dass Sic 
auch ohne Anhoren cler v.on uns nach Ihrem Ab f::e~en r predit:t en 
Wissenschaft Ihren vJer; auf militarischem Gebiet e Dis 
zurn endlichen F'riec:lensscb l usse gu t zur i.iclcle;sen und ein 
w-i.irdi e:er Reprasenta::;l\~1, unscr.e:r s chonen 1'-laff e sei n 1-mrden. 

Dj_c; l'h.:rzl; c , .. ; "en \·.'~"':;r:he i'l.ir Jhr ferne r"cs 
.. .. . ; · p~~~-")rl ~r.rld nrch :~:::::~~ viel Sold~te:nr;lltc!·: ! 
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