
Senator E. Fletcher · 
1020 9th Street 
San ~ir go, California 

Dear Col. Fletcher: 

1265 Harbor Street 
San Diego, California 
November 22, 1934 

In setting do\':n in \'iri ting the follo\·Jing ideas rega1· ing an 
Die6o's particip3tion u1 Bolorado River water projects , I am 
doi~~ something I determi~ed absolutely npt.to~do. Up until 
the voters turned do\n the All-Americun Canal contract thi ... month, 
I like a good many other large tax ~ayers regarded th~ contract 
or little importance because it ~p~arehtly did not oblige the 
City to actually bring the \"it.. ter over the mountains to San Diego 
and it apparently nas of insignjficent expense to the City and 
...iight assist Imperial Valley in their plans. I find upon 
closer examination that it does neither. 

In presenting my ideas to you, I am still l.Ulwilling ·to take any 
active part either in op_>osition to the contract if another 
election is called or in fostering the tentative plan I submit 
to you at the end of this letter. The City Trustees have never 
n~ked my ad'tice and hhe Vlater Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce hac:: purposely refrained rrom inviting me into any of their 
co:1sultations on the subject . 

Contract £or Construction of Capacity in riversion Dnm, 
Uain Canal anc Anjurten~t Structures --
Boulder Canyon Project - All A~erican Canal. 

The above is the short title or the Contract that the San~·Diego 
City voters are asked to ratify, the same being bet~een the United 
Et~tes and hhe City. The contract prorates the cost or building 
the Im)erial DaM in the Colorado P.iver an~ eighty miles of All 
American Can~l ·frbm· tfie~Dam~ t6 the Vtest Side Main Canal at the 
International Boundary Line in Imperial Valley, as between the 
City and the Imperial Irrigation Di strict; maxicum guaranteed 
construction exyense thirty m:Ulion dollars. It likewise ,Jrovides 
that San Diego shall pay their _JrO ortion of the cost of Laguna 
Dam (&1,600,000) an· their ~roportion of all dam~ges and o11eration 
an~ maintenance or both dams and the All AmericanCanal. These 
obligations are fixed ~ermunently on the City, •hether they ever 
receive a drop or water or not. 
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At the very outset , the contract is unfair to the ImJerial Ir-
;tgation Di trict. If the IJrora.tion of above c:i' .. pennes Ean Diego 
~:; t o pay l~ bn:--ed on the division of. Conr.truction C p:...city ar; 
the contract inrlicate~ , th n c.:.un iceo' ... JrO!JOl'tion ::: i:o Imler-
Jal Valley's pro.~,JO l't;lon a! 155 cu. ~c . ft. is to ttll average of . 
R ~ 5~00 cu • ~;ee. rt . Qr 1 . 82 %. The u ore f ulr .,Jro )Ortion v ould be 
n to nnnuol consnm~tion or \':n tor allotr ( to e;.t ch >urty by th 
Gove1~nment in e>~isting con tract of water rleht!" ·:hich Jror~t!on 
V19uld be a~ Sun D~ceo with a r:i.ght or 1~5 , 0')0 ~ ere feet· >C r .., nnum 
is to lmperiill nno Cochilln Valley with n I·ight ·o ~bout 3, 268 , 000 
ncre feet >er annum, or 3 .1,.~.. I m! eria l Irrig :1 tion t i :: t. r_ct r .. ight 
finally bring this latte· )roration about, in which case the co~ts 
to San Diego s tabula ted in the exhibit ::. tt· c hed t • thi~· would 
be doubled . 

Article 7 or the Contract , ~)roviae· · the City must l)~Y it ~ Jl'O-
portion of nll dam~ges i~curred ~ccount of Dam nd c~nul. ·Ho 
o~e lmo•·:s \',·h:-t these , ... ill be , but it is ~ r-_fe to presume t:th~ t 
tney c~n ecs1ly run to four million dollors b~-Gd on the v~_ue 
of lnnc s that may become wat r· logged due to th cilt free ·.· ~tcrs 
to be run in the canal L~1c~ due to the bacl\:ing U_tJ of the r::.ver 
twenty feet higher than La~u..Yla Dam ~cl:s 1 t · 

Article 8-b .:.Jrovicies that the City must ..)·1·· to the Imnerial Ir-
rigation Dirtric t in ac:.vance its _,rorate ~ .. ~~re of --::1i; t<:.1~ r :ce 
opervtion etc. of cnm unO. canal each year c: ~ J an. 1 . 'Y.y ~uess 
as t o what these costs ~ill be is a~ fiOOd as ~~·one c:: . Th~ r_ 

ti lllnte of one million 6oll[..rc: !H;r ye~r for cv€r:rthing, cvrres::>oncs 
to their cost.. over there for years _n.c-t .:i th the · l - i tional -
allov:ance for ~ros~oz; ~ nlong the nc·.·: cl!n~l and for the ~rcr t . .t!!Ount 
of sand _ that vall ar~1 t into j t 0uri. g th<= v:i:tci ~- terms t 1rough' 
the ~a o hills ( ~ee Tranf nction. t..mer.:.c r\n c ociet" o f Civil i 'ne 
eers Vol. 88- 1925). · 

~~rticle 10-C :>rovider: tnn.t City p:-t:r it .. ·>ro!.•ortion of co~ t of e:'i t-
.~.ng L~gunu Dam, both t'b..:1t 3.lre~dy 4J . i d by · ic.:trict ,.,ith intere~t 
'lt 6%, n~ well :a:sXXEil: nt future .>:::rment'· to the Governncnt. 

. 
Article 13 refer~ to ~o~cr , but S~n Iiego is barr:o : rot=. ~~ rti-

__ ci_pat in-. the power o.t the t\·;o princi~·.l flO\ .cr d:.ops nn · that 
is Sy,phon _ ;o~ n.nd Pilot Knob in c:.:cc~. s oi" tht.~t develo~ed by_ · • 
8,5000 cu. dec .rt. The cost of developing ;o~cr ~long tl1e re t 
of the ;anal tozether with the long tran. mi · ~ c-ion line. :. n~.... line 

7 losses lnvolved, will leave no ,Jrofi t to the City for its rora t :: 
~ho.re or the ower l 

I 

Al't~ cle 8-b ~rov ides he only relief to the City of the fi !'l nci "' 1 
?blJ.gations set up in the contract GOO ac int .r .- l·et( .. b . l in 
~ollars ~n the table &...nne,:ed t :J this letter. 'l'he Government :" . · t 
1 nil to linance the wor!c or some parts ' ~ of it, be fot·e the City 
mo.y be relieved. Article >rov lc es ex)lici tly th· t the Cit:: w.n·~:t 
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levy a ta ~ each year t · make its payments and all delinquencies 
will have ~ or 1% added to them each month they are delinquent. 

In general, I regard the contract as unfair both ·to Imperial Ir-
rigatipn District for the reasons set up and to the City for a 
great many other ~easons, some of which are the following: 

' 
First: The City is to get its water at ~he tail end of a cnnal 
to be operated and maintained by the Imperial I rrigatiotl District . 

, /.:;he Cit.;' s right to "·ater is secondary to the right and demand 
~ or the Imperial Irrigation District, and at times of shortage, 

as during the past six months, there might be no water for the 
city unless it should buy crops that \rill other\7ise usc the \':ater 
or make some other financial arrangement with the District . (see 
A.TIDex IIo. 2 to this letter for descri_Lltion of S n iego' s . econd-
3.XY l'."ater right) 

Second : Once contracted the City must fo~ever Jay the costs set 
up in the contr3ct if the Government finishes the Canal , ·.-.hether 
~~n Diego uses any h~ter of not. . 

. ' )W 
Third: The City· v;ill be a minor! ty L~~rtne.r \ .. i th the Im ... erial Ir-
·g~ 'th District ~hich tistrict as of Jan. 1, 1933 owed $1,634,387 

~~-~ent liability and $14,261,950 Capit~l Liability an~ bud de~ 
fa l~~~ on its bonos. The All American Canal Contract fixes on 
the Di~t~·~ct =n additional liability or about twenty .seven million 
dollars. 

Fourth: The City receives its ~ater at Imperinl Dam in the Colorado 
River, a canal ·ista..l'lce of 244 railez from El Capitan Rese1-voir . 
The y;ater loss over this desert route will be at least t\'tenty ,l)er 
cent, and \'?bile the Di strict m~y ab r.oorb part of this loss during 
· ears of emple y:a.ter sup~Jly, ~hey v:ill not during year s of drought. 

Conclusion 

I do not at this time advocate the proposal to follow, but I 
think that at le~st before another election i s called the ~ro
posal should be thoroughly investigated if it is actually nec-
essary to contract viith some one to protect San Diego ' s right .to 
water in the Colorado River. 

~:bile the 11etropol1tan District or Sout~ern Cilifornia have .. nmey 
exJensive rooositi ons on their hands still a connection with . . - . 
t hem ~ight beth · lessor of the two evils in so far as San Diegg 
i~ concerned. They do have carrying capacity in the aqueduct 
the~' are building to carry San Diego• s 155 cu. sec. ft. of water 
r.ithout increasing their aqueduct and tunnel sizes other than 
_ ... um,ing .. lants. It might be possible to get a carrying contract 
with them to carry S n Diego water as far as San Jacinto. A ~re
~iminary urvey h~s been made f~ompan Jacinto to the San Dieguito 
River, an~A~ecuct istance or about s ixty miles. With this carry-
ing contract in their hands, it seems to me that San Diego could 
build this connection with the ~an Dieguito River at ~ometime 
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in the future without any immediate obligation t o spend any money. 
It then presents the t opportunity of getting funds .from Public 
Works to build a super Hodges Dam to receive and store Colorado 
River water. Ir such a plan can be \'tor ked out, it certainly is 
not to the best interest or the City ana County of San Liego to 
vote on the All Amcricnn Cnnnl Contract c.t lea t f or u \"hile yet. 

Very truly yours, p 
• 

J. C. 1 .. 111 '"On 

JCA: ~ 

• 
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2. 
Year 

0!~ 1943- Fstimated cost of s. D. ProJortion or DQmOfict to · 
1944- Same schedulear 1943 
1945- If tl f1 • II 

14,0QO.OC> 
~6,000 . 0J 
6,000 . 00 1946- It It 11 If 

~ 94 7- II tl U fl 

l948- n " n · tr Less Ds mage .~llr , OQO) 
1949- 11 u " 11 Less Dist. .:~:rment La~t~na D:tm 
1950- 11 " " " 1949 
1951- " n " 11 1949 
1952- II · II If II J_ 949 
1953- 11 " 11 11 1949 plus ~'5 , !,.60 . JJ :.tcci . t- Gov. 
1954 to 1973 inclu . S:!me schedule ' t ~ 1953 
1974 Snz::e schPcule as 1953 )lus ·)16,3 ~0.0) to Gov. 
1975 It II If 1974 

Totc-.1 ?a::wcnt .s U..'l'lder Contr3 ct i.n 41 / e :u·s 

16,900. 0J 
t6 , 0JO . OO 
32,0JO . OJ 
29 , 0:l0 . 00 
... 9 , 0:)0 . 00 
29, 0':1).00 
29 , 01:> . 00 
3 ,1~6J . 00 

723,660.0J 
50,S,iJ .O'J 
50,840.00 

- ·-.. ._._...._ -------------
~ .J..36l,268.7£, 

0 It is ;>resoned th~t ~l Ame1•::. can Cm:1l may be com!Jletod t he 1 1 t tr r part or 19 3 7 and 
will be t:Jrned o,1er by the Government to the lr.i.~,)er.:.ol ..Lrr · g·.t ::.on Di:::tr .: ct in 1938 for 
operatio!l and m2. i:1t::1ining as yrovided in Article rtl1. ayme~t s to Gove 1·runent on con-
struction con~ract ~ill therefore begin in 1938. 

00 Total e:-:penditure£ of' lrrig :1.tion District r·.m fro:u as high : · ~ .;·.2 ,628,)00 .Jer ann:un in 
the year 1920 to a~ low a~ .,829, ;~1  in 193,_ (e:-:clur.i \re or L·.ter~l Can:tl OJer~tion and 
mai 1:tainance -but including bond interest r.nd :l.!!lortiz"J tion). The: total ex Jenses of l rh -
,?erial !r r.:~c.tion D""is:rict fo~  1932 for all items , .. '1 ~ :11, :-; , ~ 6.6 . The· opcr 1tion and 
maintenance :1!one in 1932 was ·~'  57,151 . 25. 

The operatio:1 and rn~intenance ::.n\ re.)1::.cement expenses to be cnrriec by Im.Jerial Irriga-
tion Di~tr!ct 0n ~~eriul Dom 3nd All Amc~ic~n C~n~l i£ e~tim·~ted to ~un ~1,00J , 000 
per year . Dredg ing alone of c~nal throurh the mesa nne s ~nd hills is estim~ted to be· 
necessar:· to remove two million cu . :·:.... rdE of sand v:h-i ch · ! 11 {rift into the c ... nal on tee 
average e 3ch year . 

000 Uncier ;.. __ ·ticle r,7, San Diego mu::t :~ay cost of camager- due ·to e:-:i stence of the Itn)erial 
r.ao , and All ~Derican Canal. It is of cot.:rse not kno\'.n Y:h:: t these ci'lnw.ges \'."ill tun to . 

• 
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CO&Tf 10 SAN Dll!GO UNDiR O O~E'D 

PLL. A1iERICAN CA NAL CON'l'RACT 

Ca~h a~rments  to be Made by San Diego 

. . 

Calculated on basis of Ca oacity of Canal : 15S cu.sec.ft.: B500 cu.sec.ft.~ 1 . 82% av€rage 

If calculations ma0 e on Contracts Maximum annual consumption .ror ·each party, then proper~; 
tion is 112, 000 acre ft J.H. r yr : 3, 268 , 000 = 3. 4. 

Year 1Article 
1935 - Dec. 31 = 1. ~ of $96,000 due Gov.-Laguna Dam Contract - 10-C, 
19.36- Dec. 31 Sl u 11 n n 11 u n rr n 
19-36 - i ~ar . 1 =--6% on prop . amt pnid by I.I. D." n u 1,0 ,00~) n 
19.37 - Dec . 31 = 1.,82% on$96,000 due .Gov . " u u u 
1937 -Mar. 1 .=. 6~., Interest to I.I.D. n n n u 
1938 - Mar. 1 - u rr " " 11 u n u 

0 1938 - Mar . 1 ~semi annual pmt. Due Gov.on $30, 000 ,000 ) rop. Article 11 
1938 - Sept .1 .= u n , n n n 11 n n n u 
19.38 - Dec.31 .= 1.82% on ~ 6,000 u 11 Laguna Dam 10-C 

001939 - Jan. 1 =. 1.82% of Dl st . oper~tion, int. Al Am . Cuna1($l , OOO , OOO) 8-b 
1939 - Mar. 1 .= Int. & first of 10 lJmts . La~una Dam Contract 10-2 
1939 - Mar . 1 .=semi annual JWt. Due Gov. on$30 ,000 , 000 Article 11 

:. 1939 - Sept .l - u n n n u n n tt tt 
1939 - Dec. 31~ l . S2% on $96, 000 Laguna Dam Contract 10-C 

· - 1940 - Jan. l ~ Operntion & Lite. 8-b 
1940 - Mar. 1 ~ semi annual pmt.on Cost Canal Article 11 
191.0 - sept.a. .=. " u u " " u · u u 
1940 - Dec.31 =-Due Gov. on Laguna Dam Contract 10-2 
1941 - Jan. 1 = Operation & Mtc. 8-b 
1941 - Mar. 1 = Int. 3rd pmt rist. Laguna D~m . 10-2 
1941 - Mar. 1 .=. Semi An . payment on Canal 'fo Gov. " · 11 
1941 - Sept.l .= n n rr n " " tt " 11 
1942 - Srune schedule and amounts 1n 1941 
1943 - Same schedule and amounts as 1941 plus $5,4.60.00 increafe 

payment due Gov. on Canal Costs 
1940- Mar. 1·.= Int. 2ntt .)aytnent Di!.t Laguna Dnm 

. 

10-._ 

$ 1, 7/r?.OO 
1, 747.00 
1,110.62 
1,747.00 
1,110.62 
1,110.62 
2,730.00 
2,730.00 
1,747.00 

18,200.00 
3 ,061.66 
2, 730.00 
2,730.00 
1,747.00 

18,200.00 
2,7.30.00 
2,730 .00 

87.3.60 
18,200.00 

3,061.66 
2, 730.00 
, .30~ O 

26,721.66 

32,181.66 
3,061.66 

'1.: 
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NOTES ON DIVERSION OF \'1ATERS OF CO~O AtO • 
RIVER HOWI NG THE POSITION OF SAN I EGO IN OBTAIJING 

A SUPPLY FROl! THIS SOURCE 

Fi rst let us l ook into the Coloru :o River Comp~ct, 
Article 111, p• rgra.JhS (a) , (b) , r.1n( (c). 

ARTICLE 111 

(a) There 1~ hereby nJJOrtioned from the Colorado 
River s ystem ln perpetuity to the U,.>per Bn<'in ttnd to the Lower 

. Bns1 n, re .. · !H.:ctively, the exclusive benef lclul consumpti ve, use 
of 7 , 500, 000 ocre-feet or water er annum, v.hich shall include 
all water necessary for the sup)ly of any 1·ights \',hich m' y now 
exist . 

(b) I n addition to the ap,t>ortionment in paragra . ..Jh ~) , 
the Lower Basi n i~ hereby given the right to increa~ it!: bene-
ficial consum.1tive use o.r such wat ers by one mi llion ... ere-feet 
oer annum . -

(c) If , as a matter of intern~tional comity, the 
United Sta1es of Ameri ca shall hei~cafter recognize in the United 
State~ of llexico any right t6 the u e o~ any ~hters of the 
Co~orado River byste:.1 , uch r;~ter sh~ ll be su.Jplie{ fir t from 
th~v!aters Y:hich are c::ur >lus ana above the a~gregate of the 
quahtities tpecified in ,Jar~era h (a.) and Co); anc if zuch 
su-r.t>lus shall prove insufficient for this ,pur~o~ , then the 
burden of such deficiency shall be equally borne by the U >_ ,er 
Bnsin and the Lov.'er Bac::in, e.nd whenever neccssa.r~· the ~ t a tes or the Up_ er DiYision shall deliver ut Lee Ferry ~· ~ t r to ~ .h)ly 
one- half or the deficiency so recogniz ed in addit ion to that 
provided in par graJh (o) • 

Note : -!::exlcan !!,;if: i r 110\': nbout 75 J , 000 !.cre-r'Pr t 
a nnually . R€ t . Intern·! · _ n~l \'/. tc~ CO!_r!.: i ~ion., . .. . se ~~  

I t is ~:r:.lr-evident th._. t U.."lde ··· ·thi'- st--·tcrncnt . ~ n;r 
short:1ge in the L1exican !:>U.>.·lY will fir'-t be made up from the 
1 , 000 , 000 acre- feet ~et U!J L'1. .. nragr a1>h ( ) • 

Nov: let us loolc nt Houc:r. o!" t - pre~ nta t.:.Y t !' Bill 5773 
of the 70th Conbress, 2nd f'esr.oion, , ·ection 1, ( ··) • 

Sec . 4 (a) . This Act rh~ll not takG c~fect n~ no 
authority shall be e ~rcised hereundet· ~n6 no ~ork <hull be 
begun and no moneys ex_pended on or in connection v,i th the orl~. 
or rtructures ppa::Jovided for in this Act , Wll' no v.o.tt 1· ri~ht:s 
shall be claimed Ott initiated hereunc1er , :m. - no r t -!lS ! "! ' 11 be 
t alten by the United tcJtes o1· by others to ini tintc or ,.1 c rf ct 
any claims to tl1c use of water pertinent to ruch ~ork. or :. t uc-
tures unless an unt11 (1) the ::t.o.tcr· of Arizona , C: ~lifornir--. , 
Color ado , !IJevadn , Uew ~~c ico, Utah , ~.n . '.·yoruin~ c-·h 11 lr v r tl-
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fied the Colorado Rivqr comiJact, mentioned in section 12 hereof, 
and the President by public proclamation shall ha~e so declared, 
or (2) if said States fail to ratify the said compact wi~in 
six months from the date of the passage of this Act the~, until 
six of said States , including the tate of California, shall 
ratify sai C' '~n p.-.ct and shall consent to v.aive the provisions . 
of the first pnpngraph or Article XI or said compact, which maltes · 
the same binding and obligatory cnly when approved b · each of the 
seven States signatory thereto, and shall h3:ve a Jt>rov · s·:\id 
com~act \':1 thout conditions, save th:it of such ix-t t·' t e u:p .... rovnl, 

· and the President by public ..>roclamation sh\!ll have so decl·lrcd , 
.and, further until the State of California, by act of its 1 Gi~
lature, shall agree irrevocDbly ant1 undonditionolly with the 
UniteC. ftates and for the benefit of the ctates c-f Arizc , 
Coloraoo, 1.~evacJa , New ~ e ico, Utah, encl Wyoming , a~ an e:· Jress 
covenant and in consideration of the pass·ge of this Act , ~that 
~the aggre~ate annual consum~tive use (tivcrsion lcs~ r t trns 
to the river) of ~ater of and from the Colorado iv~r ror use 
in the State of California, including n~l uses under contracts 
oade under the :)revision ~ of this Act n~ all w .. 1ter necess3 ... l'Y 
for the supply of any rights ~hich may now exist, shall not 
excred four million four hundred thouc-and acre-f~et of the waters 

a .. ] Ortioned to the loy;er basin t 1tes by paragra_ h a of Article III 
or the Colorado River com1>act, .. Jlus not more than one-half of 
any excess or ~ur~.llus waters una~portioned by said com;Juct, such 
uses alweys to be ~ubj ect to the terms of said com.~,J  ct . 

The ~tater of' Arizona, Califo!. .. nia, and .l~ev~a· are 
authorized to enter into an agreement which shall provide 
(1) that of the 7,500,000 ucre-feet annually a?portioned to 
the lo~er .asin by paragraJh (a) of Article III o~ the Colorado 
River ccm_?act, there shall be apportioned to the Stater of !levn.cia 
300,080 acre-feet and to the State of hrizona 2, 800, 000 ere-
feet for exclusiye beneficial consumptive 5Ue in J€:1'1Jetui ty, 
and (2) that thE State of Arizona m~y ap~ual y u·c one-half of 
the excess or s·.tr,tllus ''~ter s U..YlapportioneCi b~r the Coloraco 
River ccmpa~t, ana (3) that the State of Arizona shall have the 
exclusive beneficial consumptive u e of the Gila River anu its 
tributaries within the boundaries of said Etate, and {4) that 
the water~ of the Gila River and itr- trib ltaries, exce.Jt return 
flo\• ai"ter the same ente:r·s the Colorado · iver, shall never be 
subject to. any d~ ~tion r.'ha tever by nny allor:ance of "atcr 
~hich may oe made OJ treety or other~i~e to the United States 
of Uex co but if, as provided in paragraph (c) of Article III 
of the Colorado River compact, it shall become necessary to 
supply water to the United States of ruexico from w&ter over 
an~ abov~ the u~ntities ~hich are surplus ac defined by said 
compact, then the State of California sh~ll and will ffiUtually 
agree V'i th the State of Arizona to sup}ly, out of ~he main £tream 
of the Colorado River, one-half of any aeficienc~r v:hich must 
be supplied to .Mexico by the lower basin, and (5) that the &tate 
of California shall and vlill further mutually agree with the 
States of Arizona and ~evada that none or said three States · 
shall withhold water and none shall require the delivery of 
v; er, which can not reasonably be a >plied to domestic and 
agricultural uses, and (6) that all or the ~rovisionc of said 
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tri-State agreement shall be sub ject in all particul2rs to the 
provisions of the Colorado River compact, and (7) said ngreement 
~0 take effect U!lOn th . ratification or the Colorado River 
compact by Arizona, California, and Uevadc. 

It v.ill b seen from the foregoing that the c'iivirion 
set up :In Sec . 4 (a) nbsorbs the 7,500,000 ncre-feet of firm 
w t~r cet forth in Paragraph ~) of Artiple III of th Color do 
River com~. ct ar follows: 

Cali fornia 
Nevada 
A rizona 

4,400,000 /ere-feet 
300, QQQ tr II 

2 ,800 ,000 It 1f 

,5 ~0 , 000 / ere-feet 

VIi th the fol" egoing cle·n·ly in mind , let u::: nov loo ~ 
cal"efully i nto the _osition or the City of San i ego. 

. 
Article 17 of the Boulder C.,nyon Project hll hr-c~ .. ica.n 

Ccnal Drart.of C~ntract under da te or Uctober 3, 1931, ~ives 
the )rior~t1es o: the various allotnEntt of ~~ter ac follb~s . 

• 
..... D F;;;..;• L~ ;;..;; ....-E;.;;..; --.Y QE. \'·AT hR ~ UN ITE:D STATES 

Article 17 . The n:te~ ~t tc~ ~~~11 , : r em r or~ge 
ny--ilnble in the reservoir created by Hoover Iian. , · c eliver to the 
District each year at a .. oint in the ColoraC:.o Hiver inun c..i:.tely 
above Imperial tD.m, so muc~1 '·nt~r O.!.. _ma:; bf' neces~ar:r: to ~tl.t~ .. lY 
the Di~trict · total quant1t y , 1ncluainc ~11 other ~ ~ terr ~ivc~tEd 
for use ~:i thin the r.i trict f r ow the Coloruuo River, ~ :1 thn ~n.otm.t 
and \'.rith ..Jrior.:tie~ in a ccord:1ncc t.ith the reconu:1enc:...tion of 
the Chief of the Divi~ion of V.'[l.tc. Rcr ource ; 0f the a""e of 
C--lj fornia, as folloy;s: (t · bject to avail bili ty thE~reoi  for · 
use in Cnlifornin. under the Colorado Hiver Com.:. 3.Ct .... . . - the 
Boulcer Conyon Project let) : 

The w: t E::r~ 1" the ColornC:o hiver available or u~e 
y,·ithin the St E te of Cal:.rorni~i m1r.. er th C0lora~o River Com.~,1 .... ct 
and the Boulder Canyon ?raj ect. J ct sh~ 11 be ·l.:,Jportioned t'"' the 
respective int~re c: t ~ belovl named t n~l in ~llr.ounts u1r ::1 th Jr:.ori ties 
therein named end ~ et forth, as follows: -

Eection 1. ~ fir t ~riority to Pnlo er~e Irrlgntion 
Distx:ict for beneficial u~e f::rclu~ ivcly u.JOtl lant. :: in st.. i o i .. trict 
a~ it no~ e i~ts and upon l~ndE bet~e n r·J( i ~trict ~n  the 
Colorado River, neere~ntjng (within t..n· \·:ihhout r·, iC:. [ i Etrict) 
a gross nren of 104,500 acres , ~uch Wlters u mLy llc r .0ui red 
by said l~d . · 

c- cction 2. A s econd ~.n'cbori ty to Y ~hlt.. Proj cct o:" the 
United ~tates Bureau of Reclamation for benefjcial u:e u4on 
not Fzceeding a gross areu of 25,000 ere~ of lhnd loc~t~d in r 
said project in California, ruch v·, tcrs a r tt ' ' y ..., l' . uireo by 
said lands. -
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All-American Canal in Imperial and Coachella Valleys and (b) 
to Palo ' Verde rrigation . Distric~ for use e clus~vely on 16,000 
acres in that area known as the ULower Palo Verde Mesan, adjacent 
to Palo Verde lrrigation District, for beneficial consumptive 
use, 3,850,000 acre-feet or water per annum less the beneficial 
consumptive use under the riorities disigned in ections 1 · · 
and 2 above. The rights designated (a) and (b) in thin eection 
under priorities stateQ in Sections 1, 2, and 3 oi" this article 
shall not exceed 3,850,000 acre-feet or water per annum. 

Section 4· A fourth priority to the Metro1>olitan 
Water District of Southern California and/or the City of Los Angeles , 
for beneficial consumptive use, by thems lves and/or 
others , on the Coastal Plain or Southern California, 550,000 
acre-feet of \':a.ter per annum. 

. ~ection 5. A fifth priority (a) to the etrovo~itan 
V.ater ti~trict of E.outhern California ~~.nd or the City of Los 
/Uls eles, for beneficial consumptive use, by themselves and/or 
others, on the Coastal Plain of ~outhern California , 550,000 
acre-feet of wate1· pe1• annum nnd (b) to the Citj· of Snn Diego 
and/or County of San Di ego , f~r beneficial con um~tive use 
112,000 acre-feet of water per annum. The rights· signat~d 
(a) and (b) in the section are equal in.ilriority. 

Section 6. A sixth ~riority (a) t ~ Imuerial Irrioation 
District an .. other·alndr under or that Vlill be served from the 
All-American Canal in Imperial and Coachella Valleys and (b) 
to Palo Verde lrrigation r.istrict for use exclusively on 16,000 
acres in that aretl knov.n as the ntower Palo Verde esa" adja-
cent to Palo Verde Irrigation Di strict, fo;r beneficial ~on~um -
~ive use, 300)000 acre:-feet .:.f water per annum. The riGhts 
aesign ed (a and (b) in this section are equal in ~riority . 

Section 7 • . A seventh ;riority of all remaining water 
available 1or use ~ithin C31ifornia, for agricultural use in the 
Colorado River Basin in California, as said basin is de~ignatcd 
on Hap No. 23000 of the Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Reclamation. · 

Section 8. So far as the rights of. the allottees 
named above are concerned, the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California and/or the City of Los Angeles shall have 
the exclusive right to Vlithdraw and divert into its aoueduct 
any water in Boulder Canyon Reservoir accumulated to the indi -
vidual credit of said District and/or said City (not exceedl.ng· 
at an~ on: ~iEe 4,700,000 acre-feet in the aggregate) by reason or reaucea oiversion by said !:istrict D.nd/or said City· .t)rovided that accumulations shall be subject to such conditions'at to ' 
accumulation, retention, r r lease and ·· i thdrav:al as the Secl'eto.ry 
of the Interior may from time to time presecribe in his discretion 
and his determination thereof shall be final; ~rovided further 
that tho United States or America rese1~es the-right to mak~si~il~r 
arrangements with users in other States ··i thout distinction · 
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in priority, and to determine the correlative relc..tions between 
said District and/or said City and s uch users resulting therfrom 

Section 9. In addition, o far a. th€ rights of the 
allottees n med ubove are cone rnec , the City of S~n Diego :~- or 
Cotmty of San Diego sholl ho.ve the exclusive night to vithdrav; 
~nd divert into an aqueduct any v:a t r in Boulder c--1nyon R s ·rvoir 
accumulated to the individual cr dit of ~ ld City ·nd/or ~aid 
County (not exec ding ~t any onP. time 250,000 ~ cr -feet in the 
'1Ceregnte) by rea~on of re ~uceo d lver~~ion~ by so.i~ Cit:r a c/or 
s id County; provided , that · ccumul r.t tion:.. rl'b.ll be c:ub jcct to 
such condition:: as to accumul'tlon, 1' t~ntion, rclc. a: e <...nd 
wi thdro.\)·nl tu· the : ccrctnry of the Interior m ~Y froru time ·o time 
)r ~cribe in hi:: U c·cretion1 ano hi!. ci€tEl'Udn"J. t1on ther Of '"h'lll 
be final; provided furth€r , that the United States or America 
reserves the l'ieht to make c:imilo.r nrrdnger.1c.nts vi th user~ in 
oth r States without distinction in Jriority, an to d ter~inE 
the correlative relation:3 bet\·:cen th ~ui · City 'ln /or £uid 
County ond such u5ers re~·l.ll ting therefrom. 

~ection 10. ln no event shnl! ~h~ counts allot t d in 
this ~greement to the etro~olitan W!tcr·nistrict of Eouthern 
Ca lifornia and/or the City of Lo:; f!..n~elf s b incre~~ed on · ~ccount 
of inclusion of' a sup_,ly :'or both said ris trict e-nd s "i.i · City, r. nd 
either or both may use aid a;_)_portionn~ents · r r!i -Y be :::. ~rce · 0 -· hn 
bet~ecn said District end said City . . 

f'cction 11. In no event c:h;:~. ll the ~tnount f' allo teG in 
this agreement to the City of en I iego and/or t he Count~- or [.· n Ll ie::ro 
be increa~ed on account of incl·rion of a su;ply :or both o 
Ea id City --~c s~ .id County , ~.n6 ei thel~ or both mP.y U!.e s c; i d a·J ortion-
ments n~ ~ay be agreed by and bet~cen sai6 City and s ~ i6 Cou~iy. 

c·ection 12. The . l'iori ties herE-inbefore set for · h ~hall 
be in no ·~·.·ise c.o. fccte( b th - rel~ tive 6 · ~ t < n~ '' ater contr~cts ~· 
ecuted b"' the f c-cretar:r or the J.nterior ' i th he v~rio 1 ~ • l:tie ·. 

The ~ecretary reserve~ thr- ri~ht to, on he l i~trict 

o.grE.es that he m:y, co tr ... ct :·ith nny o.: th "1-ottflcr :1bovc: n: ec 
in accorrnnce '\"i th the ; bov c- ... L · t' d in the ev€nt 
that ~uch recomr.!enoation ... c- to Palo Verne lrrieation Di trict is 
Ul)erseded by an agreement het···ecn ~11 th :1bovc ·:!lett e s 0r · ~ a ./ 

final judicial det · rminu. tion , to contr:-ct with the P:-lo V c:.'d 
Irrigation Di~trict in accord. nee ·.ith ~·uch 'Lereer:. nt o ,~ct ~

m:Ination; Provided , th:tt !)rioritie!· nunbereo fourth and fifth 

shall not thereby be di~ turbed. 
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As. far as reasonable dili gence will permit said water shall 

be delivered a~ ordered by the District, and as reasonably requir-

d ro~ potable and irrigation pur~oses within the boundaries o£ 

the District in the Imperial und Coachella Valleys in Califo1•nia . 

This contract is subject to the condition that Hoover Dam ond Boulder 

Canyon Reservoir shall be used; First , for river regulation, ir.tprove-. 
ment or navigation, and £lood control; second , for irrig~tion und 

domestic uses and sati~faction of perfected rights in pursuance of 

Article VII I of the Colorado River Compact; an c:l third , for po·,·:cr. 

':his contract is mc.de u_.;on the e::,tlress conci tion eu1c y;ith the exoress 
• 

covenant that the flistrict anti the United btates shnll observe and 

be subject to , and cot.trolled b}l sa i d Colorado River Comoact in the • 

construction, man~genent and operation of Hoover Dam, Imperial Dnm, 

All-American Canal; and other \··orks and the storage diversion 

del.:very and use of water for the generation of power , irrigation, 

and other yur~oses. The United States reserves the right to tem.aJor-

arily discontinue or reduce the amount of water to be delivered for 

the purpose of investigation, in~pection, maintenance, repairs , re-

placement~ or installation of equipment and/or machinery at Hoover 

Dam, but as far as feasible the United btates will give the District 
. 

reasonable notice in advance of such temporary <iiscorltinuance Ol' re-
• 

duction . The United States, its officers , agents and employees shall 

no:t; be liable f'or damages y:hen, for any reason whatsoever , sus -

pension or reductions in delivery of water occur . Thi~ contract 

is ~ithout .rejudice to any other or additional rights w~~ch the 

District may novr have not inconsistent with the foregoing provis-
. 

ions or this article, or may hereafter acquire in or to the waters 

or the Colorado River. Nothing in this contract shall be construed 

to prevent the District from diverting water to the full capacity 

of the All-American Canal if and ~~en water over and above the 
-6-
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quantity apportioned to hereunder is available, and no power 
. 

devel6t)ment as Imperial and/or Laguna Dau shall be !Jermi tted to 

interfere wi th such diversion by the District, but , exceJt a~ )ro-

vided :ln Article twenty-one (21) , VI tcr ~hall not be civertcd, 

tr \O • flOrted or c rr:J eel b, or through the \ cries to be conrtruct d 

hereunder for any aecncy other thbn the Dirtl'ict , e:,~ ccr't by written 

con~cnt of the ~ecr tary • 

A stuCly of the priori ties in r=-ections 1 , 2 , 3, ~lnd /._ 
show the following con6ition: 

c-cctions 1 , 2 , P..nd 3 lirni t the 
covered by thes~ sections as 
Section 4 i s liwited to 
or a total or 

total of the priorities 
3, 850,000 Acre-feet 

550,000 u It 

4 , 400, 000 Acre-feet 

By r efel .. ring ·to the alloc3.tio:l to thP three lower basin 
states sho·:~ on > ge 3 it is discovered that the total a ount 
allotted to California is 4 , 1;.00,000 :;:.ere-feet w::ich i,.. 'l ll :.b .... orbc 
a s shown ebove ~ith nothing for San Dieso . 

. 
SE.n Diego ·oes receive o.n al otoent in fection 5, but 

this allotment is out of surplus if , ~s , an•. · hen the:t r..?:f 
becoDe 3Vnilable, but San t i~go h~ ~ no ;.rt ·l1~tcver in th fl'~ 
w·lte!· given C ... lifornia. 

It is true t'1at ~u1der ar~grn;Jh (b) of Arti~le III of 
the Colorado 1' iver Cou L)~Ct th~~ t the Lov·r:r 3nr in i ~ r: iv-en there an 
additional one tr.illion :tcrc-feet . 

I t must be remcmberef th1 t thC' .J1·enent q< € ln ~c;-:ico • is ~t leaft 750, 000 ::tcrc - ff'et ttL nut ll:r. In th eve. t o·"" u ( efic · enc·r 
it is onl:r f:1ir to a ~s,tmc· th: .t th · Uexican ~up.,;1ly \'.ill be ... ~c:.e U.> 
first fro:P the one milllon t cre-r €t .. _ntioncd in _J .... ' ' ~l':l .. 'h C) . 
This would then le~ve the d~ffer 1 cc bc t:een 750 , J·o on~ one 
million :,cre-f :)et or 250 , 000 : cr .-f~et v:hich ,·.oulu be the :.l ~ll:.!b le 
sur lus out of ; hich Sun Diego ho_t>e~· to obt~ in h( r su..,J >ly "r:>r.t 
the Colorado River . 

,.. ection 5 of thE Boulr1 <::1"' C·.-n:;on C ntr:1ct does · lloc· t 
nn nodi tion:t.l 550 , 000 : cre-f~et t o the ~J tro:>ol·i tnn L i :·t _ ict · 0 
t o the City 0f S:1n ieee :.u1d/or Count:r o.r f ·~ .n ic-go 1· 2 , 0 r)Q · c~ -
r -et ller unnum. This s~ction ~ l .. o . t·ltcr· tn .. t the .n·lor J.('C' 

set U) in sectio1 5 :: re et l'll . In c; : e 01... ho~ ·t: .; , t : l' ~ . ." r c , 
tan !Jiego. Will be en"t.: tleci ·onl r' 0 l?jo . of ' the l C!~  in.i 3 !_ Ur .>lU 
if any eY.i ts • 
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