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February 
25th 

1 9 

Col . Ed Fletcher, 
1024 Ninth St . , 

• 

San Diego, California. 

Dear Sir: 

3 1 

Your draft of letter of February 
25, 1931 to F. & '1. Thumb Co . , probably omits 
one consideration of their proposal of January 
30, nrumely, that if you do not pay $50,000, 
they can foreclose for the $130,000, or such 
portion of it as is unpaid Yarch 1, 1933. 
I do not understand that they are now reduc-
~  the principal indebtedness, but they agree 
that they will reduce it if you pay $50,000.00 
~  give a new note and mortgage for $30,000.00. 
h ~  I read the correspondence as you do . 

To state it in contract form, it would 
be like this: 

In consideration of the assignment Q1 
Ed Fletcher of the Trust Deed note of 
MacKay as security additional to that 
already held by F. & ~. Thucb co. , se 

~ the indebtedness of Ed Fletcher 
for $130,000, said F. & w. Thumb Co . 
hereby extend the term or such indebted-
ness and or the mortgage originally se-
curing same to the rirst day or March, 
1933, and said F. & VI. Thumb Co., in 
consideration thereof fUrther agree to 
accept the sum of $80,000.00 in ~  
payment of the principal of such in-
debtedness; provided that payment be 
made as rollov1s: 
B.1 cash, on or before March 1, 1933 •••••••••••••••. . so,ooo.oo; 
By execution of a new nota 

•••••••••••••••• 30,000.00 
The same to be secured b7 property 

no under the existing mortgage, except-
ing that nortion h ~  within A.& I.D. 
#19 ... 

• 

Col. Ed Fletcher •••••••••••••••••• • Page 2 . 

This is just a skeleton. ~ a ~
action involving this much money, it would be 
advisable to have an agreement complete on all 
details . 

Very truly yours, 
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II February 211 1951. 

F. cl \V. Thum Compe.ny, 
1507 East Mountain Street, 
Pasadena, California • 

Attention Mr. John A. Thum 

My dear Mr. Thum: 

Answering yours or Feb. 20th, I shall 
pay all taxes excepting A. & I. D. No. 19. By again reading rq 
latter of Feb. 17th, I stated 

etc. 
\'/herein is there arq misunderstanding? 

I am hoping to dispose of the lAackay Trust Deed before !larch 1st, 1951 • 
Ir I do, I shal J pay this to you on account. If I don 1 t I will send 
the lAackay TrUst Deed up to you as addi tionel security, s.s per your 
offer of Jan. 501 1951. You say in your letter or JanWicy 30, 1951, 
'If you give us this addition·al security (Mackey' Trust Deed) end 
before March 1, 1955 pay us $501 000 cash, we will release the mortgaged 
property from A &: I D llo. 19 end reduce the balance or the mortgage 
debt to $301 000 as or March 11 1955". I assume that B1\Y money 
that I ~ you between now and March 1, 1955, or which you receive 
from the Mackay Trust Deed, wUl apply on the t;so,ooo payment that 
is due on or before March 1, 1935. 

By the payment o£ this $50,000 on or before March 1 1 19551 it is 
rq understanding that the whole mortgage wUl be ~ cancelled 
and that you will accept a new mortgage tor $30,000 as of date or 
March 1, 19551 on the balance or the property under the mortgage 
excepting that within A & I D No. 191 the ~  and conditions to be 
made at that time lfith release clauses mutually satisfactor;r, ith 
6% interest covering a period o£ years and reasonable release cl.nuse. 
Is this your understanding? 

Your letter of January 301 1951, said "Also, 1£ it is your desire to 
have additional time until March 1; 19331 the F. & 'l. Thum Co:npe.ny, 
batore March 1, 1951 wUl toke nn assignment or the ackay note, etc." 
I took it from this that I had from you untU erch 1, 19511 the right 
to either sell the ~ note an or betore that t e or turn it 
over to you • 

You wrote me in your 1etter or Februacy 20, stating th t you wished 
to hear rrom me at once regarding ~ acceptance or your ~ 
Can you not wait until the 1st or March and se hether I sell the 
llaokoy Trust deed or not. It don't, I shall end it up to you 1n 
flD'1' event, as additional security under the conditions Just entioned. 

F4 Fletcher 
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Mnrcl1 
Sixteenth 
1 9 • 3 1 

Col• Ed Fletcher, 
1024 riLTl tl1 st., 
San Diego, f ~ . 

Dear Col. Fletcher: 

To avoid any possibility of misunder-
standing, it might be a good idea for you to 
f ~  the enclosed copy of my letter regard-
ing the T.hum situation to them. Probably it 
is safe enough v1i thou t it, but there is too 
much involved in this to take chances. 

I paic! the !.!arch installment of the 
Pansen collection direct to Philip Green, in 
accordance r1ith the under·sta.nding between your-
nel:f and J.~ . Helix Avocado· Organization, but 
our corporation record is not in proper shape 
and I ·:till ask you to mail me the authorization 
.~ h I sent you on February 16th, being a let-

ter addressed to Fidelity Uutual Corporation. 

Very truly yours, 

HGS .A 'J 

. -
0 

-Inrt·ison G. Slonn.c-·· 
Attna•npy ut J.uw 

Suil.- a..::.u) JlunJ' nl' Jluly ~J  

Snu J)f,.9n• Cn lH(u·nJn 

llarch 
Sixteenth 

1 9 • 3 1 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
1024 Ninth St., 
San Diego, California. 

Dear Col. Fletcher: Re - F. & VI . Thwn Co. l'i ote. 

I note thut in response to the letter of 
F. Z.: VI. Thum Co. of January 30, 1931, addressed 
to you, you assigned to them the ~ .  Trust Deed 
note, executed in favor of Morse Construction Co., 
February 26, 1931. 

V.'hile the Secretary, in his letter o£ liarcb 
12, 1931, states that this is being held as addi-
tional security, the rest ~ the terms ~  
Ul ti1e Company's letter of January 30, 1931, are 
referred to. As I read the correspondence, the 
situation ~J  you and the Thurn Co. is this: 

Conditional upon your paying ~ .  in 
cash on or before March 1, 1933 and on that d.:.. te 
executing a ~ note for '?30, 000, to be secured 
by the property now under mortgage, excepting that 
portion thereof y·ithin the A. & I. D. I1o . 19, they 
\'lill cancel your present note and release the pres-
ent mortgage. They have agreed to take the ~  000.00 
in cash and a new note, as above mentioned, and 1£ 
you tnl·e care of it accordingly,after IJarch 1, 1933, 
yourwholeobligation to them will be represented by 
the new note. 

Should you fail to rnakooe the cash payment or 
$50,000 and execute the neu note, they will be free 
to foreclose on r.Iarcl1 1, 1933 and in that event mny 
collect the full $130,000.00, or ·so much of it as 
remains unpaid. Not only may they then resort to 
property which is under mortgage, but they may also 
soll as a pledge the l.!aclro.y note, whicl1 they no. hold 
as additionnl security. 

Any principal and interest paidtoThum Co . on tho 
Macl<ay note will .hnve to bo applied as credit to 
you against tho "p50 ,ooo.oo I do not see that it 
ma.ltes any di rrere.nco ~ ho ther F. & • .r . Thun Co. c."'edi ts 



.. 

Col. Ed Fletcher ••••••••••••.•••••.• . • Paee 2 . 

~~  on principal or interest of ~ present 
indebtedness. The reauirement contained in the .. last ~ h of their letter of Januury 30, 1931 is that the ag6regate to be received by them is $50,000 .00. It is i ;-.material ·whether they call it urincinal or interest. Their offer is con-. ... 
tingent upon your paying them the aggregate sUI:l of 
~ .  in cash. 

Yours very truly, 

--

HGS .A:.:J 

I 
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llarris n J. lc 01 
..:\.ltol'l\ ~- ut J,.nw 

Suite- 1030 Bnnk or ~  ~J  

Snn .-~ . •nlirnl•nln 

.~ h 
T11irt y-Firs t 

l 9 3 1 

Col. ~  Fletcher, 
1024 ninth st., 
San Diego, Calir. 

Dear Sir: 

Your letter of La.rch 30th, 
enclosing letter from General ~  
re[;ardinr; liability in con..'tlection 
~  th ~'  Club, has been received. 

r.:r. Sloane is at nresent out 
of the City, but is expectins to return 
the first of next \·1eek, nt nhich t i"1le 
your letter ·::il i be called to his o. tten-
tion . 

Very truly yours, 

OF •'IC:S ~' - ~  G . SLOA">IE 

• •• 
~~J 

1 

• • 

• i 

Mr. Ed Fletcher, 
SanDiego, CA.l. 

Dear Mr. Fletcher: 

ORANGE, CALIFORNIA • 

April 15, 193 1 • 

Your communication of 13th inst. received. Re-
plying to your question: 

"Have you made a rescrva tion for an easement for ,, right of way through your property to reach the 3 acres of avocadosf 
I assume you h~  reference to the 2-15 acres ~ 

joining my property on the west. Have had no occasion to consider 
an eo.sement for right of way through my property for· this or any 
other purpose. 

Respectfully yours, 



H n :r. lonrt -
..:.\.Horn ~  nt Lnw 

1:-30 RanJ- or lluly Bhlg. 
~ \ n ~ . n lifornin 

May 5, 1931 

Col. Ed Fletcher, I 
1024 Ninth st., 
San Diego, Calif. 

Dear Col. Fletcher: Re - Snurlock-Smit h. 

I ~ ~ it is likely thnt you have a right-
or-way under your second Trust Deed; ~ h  more 
data, I ~~  tell you for sure. But the general 
:principle is this: Ir you sell me a parcel of land 
out ·or your tract ~~  there is no access to my par-
cel, except to cross the reoaining portion of ~  
tract, I have a h - f-~  over it called a 'Way 
of }lecessity'. 

If the Smith :property was so related to this 
Spurlock property at the time the deed was made be-
tween them, there was a right-of-way to it, just a.s 
much as if it had been ~  into the deed, and 
nhen Spurloc!c made the deed· of trust to you, the 
~~  right-o:r-way vras included. 

The uncertainty, of course, arises in the 
necessity ~ proving the facts an:l. the location of 
the r jght-of-way. If there was a roadway on the 
ground actually used by Spurlock, I would say your 
case is pretty clear. 

• 

Yours very truly, 

-]- <- ~ -  

HGS . ~  

""· . 

. ) 
Ifn ·r·isntl (1. Slon1 ~ 

.A l hn-nco)• H t J .u w 
.Suilco ~  Bnnl' ul' Ilnl)· ~J  

Sn 11 J 1• '!Jo• Cn li fua·nJn 

June 
S i X t h 
i 9 3 1 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
.1024 Ninth St •, 
San Diego, California. 

Dear Colonel: 

After hearing further details about 
the Smith-Spurlock matter, to the effect 
that Smith sold an isolated parcel or his 
land to Spurloch and the only means of · 
reaching it was through Smith's orchard, 
I am satisfied thnt a right-or-way exists 
to the land which you acquired from Spurloch. 

The law in such a. case fixes a rigllt-
or-way by necessity, \'Jl1ich is just as bindi..tJ.g 
as a right-of-way by express ~~ . 

Vlhen Spurlocl1 sold the land to you, 
his right-of-way over Smith t s ground went 
with it and you would be foolish to pay 
Smith a cent for something which you already 
have and v1hich you can insist on using. 

• 

Yours very truly, 

~ 

HGS .A\ f 
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CUYAWACA 
IOI.o\NA 11.\C ... 
PI.ITCHIR HIL1.8 -
~  HILLI 
OROIIIo4·0NT 
AVOCAbO ACIU:• 

~  J f ~  C!Iompnng 
1020 NINiH STREET 

SAN DIEQO , CALIFORNIA 

June h ~  
1 9 5 1 

Ml"'. Harrison G. Sloane, 
Bank of America Bldg • 1 
Sun Diego, California. 

My dear Harrison: 

I herewith return nut:m & Liize' s 
letter. 

I don 1 t know what he is L~  at 

...._,.• 

.... 
when he refers to Morse const ruction letter or Februar,y 
third. " "' c 

The Marse Construction ~  sold 
Spurlock property in Avocado Acres No. 3 and nnturally 
the Morse Construction Company nre taking over t his 
second trust deed on tho Spurlock property in Orange 
for ~  protecting themselves by a written ~  
signed by Spurlock to eive an easement .in to the 
property bei'ore the sale of Avocado Acres No. 5 

~J ~  consumated. 

,J 
{. ... 

~ ~ r__ 
. J L 

I nm waiting for you t o decide 
we can be legally held up or not. 

C01 ". 
:'!hether ~ 

The proposition of nn easement in to 
this property and paying $400 is preposterous nnd 
I wont consider it. 

Why don 1 t you write t o Ru tan and Mize 
and outline the legal point and sho ·wey Spurlock 
eventuo.lly wUlbe defaulted. 

I think I have pull enough to have tha 
district nttomey or Orange county tnke ·some action in 
this matter and the board or supervisors. '.Lhey 
t;ympathize with me in this matter as I have alr eady 
put this matter before them. 

EF:ASK 

t 

j 

... · 

• 
_,; 

: . -.. 
~ 

# 

I 



CUYAMACA. 
80LAN.A •UCH 
• LETCHit" HlLLS 
P lNC HILLS 
QftOSSMONT 
.A"OCADO ACRCa 

~~  Oiompang 
1020 NINTH STREET 

SAN OtEGO . CALIFORNIA 

Ju:cy- 15, 1951. 

• Harrison Sloane, 
Bank or America Bn1Jri1ng, 
San Diego, California. 

_. dear Mr. Sloane: 

As requested by" you in repl3" to rq 

letter of June 18th, enclosed find ~  

re the easement to the Spurlock properv in Santa 

Ana. Please return same when you are finished 

with it. 

Yours veey truly, 

KI.M 

• 

J 

. I 
~ , 
I ,t . 
.... 
Ilut•t•isou ". Sloune 

Allu&•nuy nl J.nw 
SuHn J~  Unnk nr Amm•ic!n Uldt:; . 

Sun ~ . Cu llfua·u In 

, 

Col . 3d Fletc er, · 
1024 rintl-.t St ~  

July · r..t. · t .. _. J. . • ., e n n 
1 9 • ) l 

Snn Dieeo, California. 

Dear· Col . Fl0tche ~  Re - Snurloclr- Smit 1 • 

I have exami ned the cor1--espondence in l'O -
galcl tot e above mattol" ond it ~  ~  fou.:ncln-
tion for the claim o:r tl·:e oth.r people ~  yott 
kneVI there \'/US no rie!1t- or- v:ay a.t he time yo 1 too c 
tl e Trust Deed . The inform _ttion civen you JEn .a.r·y 
27, by C. B. Loc ln·;ell, is t hn.t ~  is no 1 ... izht-
of- vJay in the proper ty or record, bu.t t1 ere is a 
propos ed I' oadwa.y on the upper side of it onu a 
dr:i.ver1ay tl rough tr1e aclj oinill[l; ranch . In t Le 
ll 1 t of tbis in£ol"'l'Hltion, ~  requil"e Sptu,., ccJ.: 
to t:;ive you a Ylritten agreement to 1.1 octtl"e an en.so -
ment fol"' r i ght - of- ,uay . 'rhis vel\ losically i1 li-
·cates thn.t you ··1ex•e not relying on any riot - or- · a. 
by n cessi "t7 , but r1ere l"'e<! i'.:-ing Spur loc. to s0c l"e 
s ome other k i nd of' a I'ight - of'- YJay . 

On t! e otre r l.nnd, ,.1 e ca..n ~  t ~  :rrou 
relied on the ~ J . - f- . ., y b ~  but ~  
1•ecognize l tl.ut &iust such a sit v tion ~  cor!o 
u u ns hn.s no\·/ uris en n.nd tl - t "",10 l i i; e 1 r ·}.(' - ~ s.eraoment or Spurlocl-: to ! ut tl.c 1 rden on hiln of 
stl .. ai!1htening it out . '1' 1at. ·1oull n t _ .elude o' 
from straic;Lteninrr it ott ... .,.ourself, if . r1 ;o , 
nd \'Jould ~ .  Spurlock lj. ble 1'01' snch · s 

you rll .. e put to in the m :ttt l" . 

It is t1 c kin of u situ tion ·! 1' I c ~' '-
not sa ;res, or no . ~ .  sir1o . ·s so .. t!in # .J. :_: 

on und it will tuke n Ju 1eo to ·' oko t 1 1: P.t :.; ~ .. f:' .... . 

• 

urs , 

HGS . A1.'l 
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Ilnt•l."ison •· Slonn 
Attorn" .. nt l.uw 

~ 1:.! o Uunk ur ~ -  B1d1!. 

Sun ~ . ~ f  

July 2,.. rd, 
1931 . 

Col . Ed ~  

San Diego, 02.1 . 

~  .. Colo. el: 

~ h Jenney is entirely correct i1 his 
opinion, · { I .:..hi:1·.. t h t it is i! .. nort ::1nt that a 

~  •.• be l-:-'(: ~  -:;he Athlotic Club notes ir.u.lediate-
ly ~ ~ f e course of ~  be caxefully ~  out 
- ~~  r'11 -- - ~- . .. t:te e!dorsers so fc.vr as u_ossible . 

.... _..... - ....... --- ~  .., t.: ... 

If the baz1lcs, either directly or h ~h 

~  e nee r.:.o will 2'"ct in thei:r interest a11d 
in ·you::.-s , - ~  suit any ~ Tli thin t ree years 
after t:1e notes fall cue, all stockholders as of th:-'.t 

.. . ~...  ~  .. · e : eld -:a.: their .)rouortionate share of 
~L  ~ . r:-: e ner J~  ~ stoclcholde1·s t 
lie bili t .. noulC. not be av?.iln"ole in sue c.:. cG.se, for 
.:.;· ~ .:e !'ls0ns nointeC. out i 7 ::2 .. . Jenney . Such '1 ~  

o:: ~ cti'Jr ~  you r;ill notice, involve ~ proceed-
i:-J. :-:- o<- sed on the oJ.d o·--.li ~ .  on in vthich no chanr-e 
~-  ~ ~ by re ~  ~ pay!" ent either of c0sh or 
:to-:;es _..., -~  by t:.e endorse2's . Such action is nrose-

~  .. the ~  o: t: e note s distin;_uished ±':ror.1 
~ ~ -. I:.: this courr:oe is nnt follo,·:ed nd 

~  e._ ..... :irsers hr.Ye ~  .~  the bank, the old notes 
a.J.'"e &xtin= ~  s"1ed ~  a.lon""· ·-ri t" ... them ~ oe s tao ~ f'  

- - ~ .. ... l "'cr • liO'Jb.:.lity . If t 1is p ~  is .~ .  
c...: ~  ~ .. .... ::. ... - ~  ~  into e_fect, the endorse1·s 
will n-:>t ~  t. e uei efi t 1)f any ner. stoc -holders 1 

i bili-ty . 

If, ho\;c-r; r, ~  endorsers pay the ~ '  off 
~  ·o-e k. ~ sL ~ . .  ues irt J effect the notes nill be 

- ~ .., u I,.; 1.1 r • • u .., _ • • 

ext"Lr u_s: Jd, ·ut nnw c,use of ~  nill ~  

!'3 :<_ .~  t: . ... ~ '.  r: tioTJ in f, V)'r of toe endorsers, 
""1·· b ... c ue:e t"'".e i')rcsent law oro .. tin'": ~ h ' 

ility is -till in ~f  those ,.l1o ;-t.l"e stockhold-
~ on -: . ,,te ~. t n.- y1.c:1t i.... c nill be li, ble 

:o_ t. ci:= ·)ro;ortio . tc sh:-' P. of t 1e ~  o")lir·ntion 
c:: e ; t e d "u ,. o c _. · · t i o 1 o ..~. 1 ':· f" ·' • .:. n s t t 1 e co r !) or n "&j ion 

; -- in -: · .. o-.:- c-: ... ~ . e aureties . 

Col . Ed Fletcher -----~f-  

I t is iY ~  t:1r t tYlO of . ~h  cnc oraers 
hr·ve ,,lr dy ·1: .. 1 one -'~  on \7hic 1 · -~~h  e· . . ~  
\"ltlS surety . Th, '~ ~ . ' note in ~ ~  cxti· . ~-

ed, so f''l" · .s t'. l"ir_'ll'G of POtion on it 2r .. ~ -  t:1e co-
~  .:. s concerned , but on t: f: c .te tlv· t u. ~ ' f  ... nt was 

·1n.c1e n cause of action for contl"ibution ' ~  .. ~  
th .t ~  ?...11. the statute o: li; .. it· tic:;:: .. . ~.  to 
ru..Yl c.t thP.t ~ . This shoulC: be watched' i: . ny 
action is corrte£ fi)l .. t .d n.r <'.in '!; v. -'l.ihi!'d '"':11orser . 

A r>r .otic 1 que ntion to be cansi ·cl"ed is l'!:1 t: r-r 
the E'tockholc1el·s :,,t the rn:csent ·, .te r.re :.J.o.:e .~  .. ~ . .  
::esp :.nsi ble finn .. ci lly thP.n were the ~h '  o!. 
the dn.te t: e n·Jtes bccaJ.le due t the , -'~  ~  
cooper 'i;lon of t!1e .~  n. eui t ccm be ~ . ... ·il cered sc 
as to throw the liqbili . ~  e i th Jr b;") c.:w'lXd or f ~. . 
"\7i thout the coop .r.:?tion of t•le ~  you u.:.ll ~. .~  
h~  to h ~ "!ihe old notes Pnc! sue J~  i_ .. ~ .. r - e 
years on ~  n<?'\7 Gtocld1olders t lit'bilitv -;;1-1 c:. ic 
th-= reby Cl"en.ted . .. 

Dou"otle sa, i:-1 Ol" or to PV::i - -':he filin -· o:? e. 
Su J.• ~ , ~ ; , .-.+. ..%.. , ~. .. ' ~  1·.:; ~ ~ s · "'· -'· · ; s l... c,.,-., u .:.. 4 •·• e 

..., . ••-o v u .• .., .....: uv ~ '-'v• ' t.1 "-'··- - ..J. .... ., U.&..--.4 ' 

the di):ectors would execute n. one- : :.;.r ~  t :> ,-o· .. "'r:c 
, .. hite, if you will ' ' .~  tLrl J ~ .. nninr: notes 
at the bank . The ~h  er o: .J.. __ e J_ese . .-·· r'·. te 
170Ulc'. -~h  be G.:.::octl r . ~ to "0"..1 undel" t .. lr- ")_•nscr:.a. 
l n.Tl · .d such li . ~  rrould contir_ue for t" rcc ~~.  
in the ooux._.e of rThic" it is _10 si1)le t:.e 1" 1: . ~  
be n.ble ~  J~ ~  ' ~  it self . 

As you want !"ln ~  .. :::ro: ,.le on · .. 1i 
the forecoin · is ~ h;-sty iulDression . As lon · 
Jenney ht.s been e uploy d to loo:: ~ ... tcr y )Ur ~ 
you nill ~ ' ~ ~  ·.1e to . ·o in".;o th . ~ .. tte1' e .. -· . 
ly . This ou._ ht to be ... ~.  :tJy soL· ~ ')\7 , ~  
'"f...... ,. J . ol t .. 
\.l u!l .! .r . enney YOU .:•e ~  CO ~ '  ~  nn.-'"1 -S . 

Yours vcr ... tntl , 
.... 

HGS:CK. 

ts 
("0 .... ~ ., :-e 

'-'-v -



I 
• 

' ' -
. ' 

.. ... 

IIa1•ri ... on . lo n 
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Col. Ed Pletcher, 
1024 1nth st., 
San Diego, Cal.ifornia. 

Dear Colonel: Re - Prank steam. 
have care1Ul.ly gane over the correspond-

ence between 'J'ouraelf' am Charles P. Stee'D· I think 
)'OU put up an excellent argument and it aat1s:t1ea 
me ~. I auppo 1t 1a too much to hope 
that :lt will atief'J" Stearn. · 

I have one or two suggestion t .o make :re• 
~ ,-our repl,- draft ~ June 29th. It aeema to 

me that after the trcmg ~  which 70u put up 
7ou eakened Clllawhat in the last paragraph. o I 

111 m t1on a f changes ~  this, h1ch 
70\1 might ccms1 • 

1. The paragraph bich I ha marked 1, and 
h1ch ,-ou have 1 o oheQked, might ell be omit-

ted. He has the fact in m'nd and evidentl7 it 1 
ens1t1 point 1thbim• • 

2. Th1 situation . 1a not made olear to me bJ' 
~ . . ... corr spondence. but probably Stearn will lmder-
at&Dd it. Your tatemaDt that ,-ou d14 not reoe1v 
n good many thouaand dollar• 1n a plead1Jig would 
be ai11id.as1on that 70\1 did receive evera1 thou-
a doll ore. 

.. 3. I ~  suggest that th1 · pal'agraph be omit-
ted. it interrupt the oonneotio.n between t pre-
c c!1ng and t f'oll ng paragraph. PerhapJ J'OU could 

tt dr1 . t point tended b,- addSJls t ame .ab3 ct matt wh I have 1ad1cat o. 4, tn 
auoh languag tb1a: 

-

.. 
. . . . . . . . . . 

Col. Ed Fletcher ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Page 2. 
, 

no possible grievance on the matter, and 
1n Karch, 192'7; I had Eldred & Wansle71 
ffl1 accountants 1 · sem you, by :registered 
mail, a copy ~ rtJ.1 mocme tax retum, 

h1ch showed o.n its face tb1a identical 
comn1ss1on, 1n the :run anmnt of' $110,ooo. 
This a8 receipted fer by P. Chapnen, on 
Karch 4, 192'7, and shows conclus1val1' 
that I had no idea at aJ l of ccmcea11ng 
anytb,ng tran ,-ou." 

~ I feel that the-co.nclusian f~  letter 
ought to be free ~ artf apology or 1ndec1s1on, and 
should leave the thought 1n h1 m'nd that he is b1m-
self' open to sane criticism. How would it sound 
sometb1ng l'ke this: 

• (I • 

.~ 

"I, too, have tried to be m¥ own severest 
or1t1o. Jlf m1nd has always been open, 
I think I proved 1n 1926, hen I made ccm-
cessions tor the ·ak8 ot keep1Qg you satia• 
tied. I would be more hopetul or the re-
sult of discussing these matters if' , ·· 
bad not already gone over the .. groand, ap-
parentl,- to 7our at1at ct1on, betor • U 
you are still not satisfied with rq explana-
tion 1 I tb:Jnk it wrul.d be a good idea ~  
us to wait am see how tb4nga ceDe out on 

isaion No• 3. The election fUrnishing fUnds 
to cODDtlence the ccmatruotion of Bo. 2 1 
set tor August 11th. U the bonds de-
teated, I 111 ren m:r prediction that 
there will be oanprcata on o. 3 and 
will be abl to· ell to the city direct. 
In the meant , . I hope ,-ou lll eel tre 
to rite frankly to me and t JJf1' hop 
that our long association and close f%'1 nd• 
hip ·mq be atr nough to tend t o 

te t • 
• 

Ve-ey our ' 
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·:._ • Cl! :les F. s... , 
315 B·ro d.;t.;.y Aren Bldg., 

~ ng c , Cal!forni • 

~ y de.. Fr nk: 

four lettor o J e ninth, ~  . l o 

. .I tr.Ying to find a rtn.y to r it 
L 1 t, .. ,uut hurtin - your feelings as yo !.l ha - m n • 

. I u have _ueat1oned ~ rnir de i.ngs in 
L~  t: liter nn t ic ~ htlrts. s associate, 
I tri d, ~  to rq light, to be fair i you. 

aking up your point one by one, you oey-
you t jok ~  s te19 nts of f ots tmd .~  you ~..  no 
source lJf n:Lo Btion. That iz an illiiication tha I 
.mde .. srepr aento.tiona to :rou. Th:lo delJ7• 1m7 fit;ures 

t I gave you ;:1 t or ten 7ears ago ot th . standing 
or the Cuy - C8 •late:· ~ .. .Ctr'J ca.me frau the books and 

rou know you · ere baying a lstf eui t. !ou 
c7nsul ted your ? .n1 ttorney S n tor Flint . bo hac! tb 
h.i tor)" o£ the .l t1gntion witb no facta concealed f ' · you 
tmd I hink 1: only fair th:Jt you 3hould tell me . her 70u 
ere nlslead m CD1' · • 

Arter ~~ ting n rq ten years before bringing 
up . . s 1 u ... st.! on and t.t ..: J'EmrB tor our sya Ja.S sold. 
I um cert£. !nly ana2ed. ., 

s only £air to m .. tlwt you ~h  poi!lt 
~ ·· en nt!on I : ve made to 

sl L\d yon. 

• 

r. Che. • F. Stern .Tun ~  , 1951 

- s e1·1ng ~ . Iou. kne the L. t go o ~  
;n. lou l·ne· . ., J't r,c J. Perry ifood rendered decision g inot 
the panmount r1 "ht. You consulted · 1 th our ~~ ~  
your attometJ oc !jell, ll before you ere obllgat The 
: s.ra.oOUllt t1UCstion is not yet settled end Judge Cockling, 
. .,lthin the ltl3t tiYe rroeks, sine c ·. l .. co ired tHJ clty tittonla)', 
inf'om ed. uo h:-t thci · 11 s u veey s- ri.ous C'loontlo.. uhet 
the oupremc court 17ill not reverse the decision t.nCJ sock out 
the i llrntl un t r1 ::ht. 

I asuured you tJwt tho ~~  .1 !>l"O r t1 !-, ;;etre 
rth JWra thnn mat you rte.re L'ey!ng i£ 'the j}&I'fl.OOUnt right 

as knocked out cllld tlr.ne h ~ r roven s ~  • 

.Ans, ering (b) 1 in .rl1!ch you BlfS you recuired 
ffl1 ns·!uranoo that the j;)y=tem nould . a7 its ey end require 
no further .taOney trota its f) mora. I do Lot remember your 

sktnr ne for eny assurance hntsoever. It ~  ~  
~  to ake any such guarm1tee ono n:oytr..in · r.tae 

liable to happen in the op ration of a rmblic utility d 
you had to toke your eben coL ri th r.te. 

Iou entered in to a witten grGement nith trte 
after many r1 onths or invontigation ~.  us I re er-rber ·t, 
about the time we · ointly borro11ed tho tloney frolll the An.rlo 
Bank. 

g up I find th& 1ou sl -nod tha -n- l at, 192.5 Dlld e i"ir:: t oncy 1 
~  June 8th• 1925. It ms 

t you w re to a ge for t B 
ent was signed. his a 
did. You ... sked 

This 10811 ·as understood und angcd 
~~~ you joined in ttitb e 1n tho om rshlp 

""""-"-.. ._ .. 838 -. Your illcmcial stetem· · .. s le s 
---- ..,.,_..ion dolleri at t time aDd e ns severnl 

nnd it I riishtq, a r · o1111 
as ts a fu ·bed at thnt tl.me. 

1.1 ed · r. , 
ca systm n 

al91 to cb ek up the net 
nuar,y1 1926 OS CO:tla- - d to 
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J·:n 11 ~ 1 • 3. 
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e th lien 

1 D 
into 

~ .. .  ~ - .. c. t. I hnve 

, t kon &dvnn ugo o ou in ~ y .. -:y Dettler:ont ith 
o h~  int'""·rssto. I t,:>ok ro the ,.:-opcrt:r in oar 

~ ~ 10 ~~  ox '90, 00 u ~ · nte .... t h!ld I 
that t any t o yo':l th · ri t cumont to rove 

ca t · ec 

Our s fron the sale to th district 
to .11 208,698.0 • Our = e of the F..nat San 

~ n ighta ~  141,000 totalJng 1,349,69a.oe. 
~  sn ts not. inclu t d in the above · :1 ·the 160 acres 
djoicl C p tan &.:n site, the omal H ights prop ~~~ 

G • C C ck 80 ncrar l'ld the J ~  res rvolr lands, 
~  1 · d cren eroand Fletch r oorvoir site, the 
501 000 r :A:o,ooo t!1 t ~-  ou' t to got YJ. Ca ·ite.n 

is ebendonod, attorney'S re s, etc. The cbove iB £ 
Orj• 

There 1 ... r: very s.son to e that the 
l C ~  n proJect ·. ill be nbandon ttnd City Attomoy 

H Dket s comended 'thut the ci 17 of San Die -o mclce 
~.  for tno return 1 tbe one7 d the goVG nt. 

Under all the .. eon ... 1 tJ.ons I don• t here 
I ha e, in o.ey · y, dri rd gain or taken odvantag • 

uxruy uotec, I can ~ 
~ -  • Iou are 

ot nt oll the ces I 
Kr!l. rrtJ.7; ot her ota t that 

the notes to , the1 in 
and ld de.U r tb to 1n 

Orvietl&J t fu 1 8 l 

r. Ch· s. • Sto Jun · .9th1 1.9 

heretofore ex_>lained, snd rbich 
told my ~  and sister. r • ~ let r 

I rend re .. that rvi 
pro_ro d ra. l:.urn\1 ! ~  c for IL yeur o t 11o 
tlon snae Jhich • ou EJVe 6ll. the r!Scord ~ iD 

. re no ln llr. Bro n' s po 3es ion. 

'd l ' G• !urr· y late on tu ed 
t'.> • r. Brown ho, ba:tn th :1: m over the.'::e no ~  

told her they ~ .. · to ~  or the ~  
. .rtcz· ~  8 de tl; !r .B eetate mul Ge .t· yc,· rs • 

• ro nfor.ded I1c of th- c.bove • 

Until I heard .f ~ t• 13 
rray• s tement ould be 1 ~ . ro.. I believed ' r c. 

cnrr e out. 

•t;lcc of 650,000 I ~ ~~ ~~ t, Cr. Bro:m J:Jr.ae r;:(J 

propertq. I ht.d optl ,ooo on tlmo for tb 
it on October 25 ~ ~  ~ . I ~  ~  for 
n r 1 ~ m ITf 0 ,n .fun.t's I hlld 

repqed UV : rt or 1 t tmd • • 
lnter ~ ou, before my option 1 about six !:1 nths 
at;recoent m. th me hicl, h o e.xp red, ontered i.nto an 
ot• ua. aw proven very ~~  tcble to both 

You say you never d ~  
coo l3sion untU l st year ! . .. ~~ there . _:; ~ 

you picked up tratl thich ~ . ~~  tax hebr!ng Then 
conclusion. ' :rou ~  follo.,ed to a 
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I pprcoiate your 3tater.tent tbet or t.Jlc nn 
ot our ~  rela tlon yo..:. re y to bcllev thu t I 
justi-i thio tter in om mind on · di.frorent tl·oo.ry. 

I c lind no lcttero tJSnuring ' .. u thnt .the 
Pbncho und c,wsr.m.cn it'ater deal aro in r.o •BY conn!-!Ctlon. Iou 
...ever put a dolli r in to t d.D • rojcct, ~  ~ CiUartr.r lntt:rc .. t 
L."l son' thing like n th .~  ~ or Ol'C tllO I gave it to 
1o , e.s a..'l outright glf't ycnrs a " 0 u. en you co: .. 1. lnlnod ebo'Ut 
:ry getting the best. or l t n the return o · the Mum Y no tee • 
l t is r!\1 recollectlon of' tho situ! tion. 

L.~  Gorc..o l o. s. If the ~  
ri t h d been knocked out - ~  ould het hn d our ~  
tod:ty t"roo the di.str!ct. The eao is yet Ln the courts. 
. e - ti 11 bavo our ··ater tlllngs the • The stete of 
C . .torn1.e. ... C3ver&l yeo. r ngo ap l)roved of our .s l n &Dd 
under the lo. s of ~  th the P romount righ-t 
Ktlock d out .. e are ~ i tting pratt;{. Under our pemi t 
from the state e re gT&.nted three or fivo yeere, 

s I ber it, to compl ... te our R"Ork "'n ·1as1on flo. 
5 but, cl use in the perwi t readcJ tJutt Bh.Ue tbe ll tigat.:.on continueo rl th ·the Ci t:r ot S8.ll Diego ti e 
io not n1nning flgtlinBt ue. 'tlithin tho le.ot ueek, bow-
ever, .e · ~ nted the record ol the decisions and 
our a ~ to the u. s. supreme court on the Pnramotmt 
r· ,iJlt :ma h(:.ve Juat received n letter tron tho State 

inaer trust the 11 tigotion is not over and our rig -ts and 
"omti t ~  stend, t "us in tho fstco of li request from tbe 
Cit.7 to cancel our' ~. 

l 
cr1 tic. ~ ~  io open. 

od to be ~ orrn acve ~  
s lettor io !lOt final. 

Let nc; .1 th!ngs co out re iss1on no. 
3. The a1 ct,ion fumi ing ruods to commence the aonotruatton 
of No. 2 i!J set. !or ~  11th. I have re ~ to Ueve ttu1t 
the bondD wUl. be ~  ::tr7 procliction of e'Vl t•a 7£:fU"B 

rUn fulf111ed• _tho.t the7 ~. ~  oa no. z. and we will 
cell th city dire:ct. I believe tbat a iUa:JeDt can bo 
Clllde at that the that nill be oatisf ato17 to you. On 

l . 

these other ttere 1 would. like o. .t1·nnk, r 17 & t rour conenience. . / 

" 
~ 1 · · hope th t. o ''! !em . :l oc1a tion lll1d 

r1endah!p 1 bo Uona umJBfl to . tand tbi aid test. 

S!ncorel.Jr yours, 

- •j 

~  27, ~. 

l!iti s hlme uilbel" bousht, tll!"ll [ .. ~ 1 Lo i, f. -~  Dlock GJ 
-~' .  . ~ ~ . 4 fo . .,095.001 on \lhich :;h ... ~' L  u bt!lllnce of 
...~ . . . . Or tlt;; · .. 590. 7?. pr·ici by ht.r, ~ . ~ wac pt!ic! to f.~  
e:.a h ~ profit, th-:re being n balcncc of ~ . ~  .::>tip. . ~ . him 
~ h~ ~ . 'J r1 cz:.nc lleC. i.liss ~. ' .  ~  tiruct on Uc tuber 8th. 

T follo .. in &. uoticu .,.,c.., c.; .~~  .. ilt: ~ h ... r l:rJ rc6ictoreci 
mail oi ~  8!. .. 11 i:lu.: ~  l..c::vu ~. ..  ruturn rec ... ipt. "ibllcu by lu;r 
undor u; t·... o!· Oct. 9th. 

"By r t;n:;on Of your ~ to fil\;.:k- thL p· ;friL:n {, O .t... ~ . . nt:; t..G. 
r i:J ~  uu or om· coLL truct ~  ~h ... pm·clu.. . ~ OJ. Lot. ;-3, Dlock G1 J. voc:'!do 
Acres llo . 41 I hnve ~ J  rJ\'/ option oo ~  your ~h  
thure;;Ulltlcr . I il.:lvu cpr1lieu the L ~  hereto "'o1·u phiu by you t:s 

~  ~  in accol·do.ncc wi Lih thu ul"tl!:. of the ~ - ~ nt.." 

On October 22d, I •:l'ote hcl" t:.a i"ollowa: 

'1 wus s rry to have: to cnnael you out on Octob ·r 8th, bu t, it was 
~ nocessur.y. 

Uowover, the llCJ';t timu you huve time lc t one o ~ my men oeet you 
at Fncini ttiS aucl p::rhapo lJllO'Lh l' sue: CWl b JUadtj nnd tho price 
reduced so th& t with ensy terms you can cnl'l"'Y on on a no'r1 cieal 
that. will make you ~.  that ile are doing h ... ri .. ht Lhing. n 

'aclo .. cu finu letter do tee..:. Oct. 22d .from. h~  nttorney 
Mr. ·Riley fda son Reed, 147 Coutri.J. Ave., Ln PJlbru, Cnlii .. orniu, nlso 
her ~ duted Oct. 26th, ·duch come: in the f:ll.:l:C ~ ~ . 

. Plccue zm.swu· fo1· ru ... . 

Ioul"s Ver:f truly, 

-



' 

October 
29t 

1 9 • 3 l 

• Riley aso.n Reed, 
~ Central Ave •• 

La IIabra, Ca.J.if. 

Dear Sir: 

Ed Pletcher bn handed to me ,.our lett r of October 22. 1931• h ~ 1th a copy of his notice or· tem1nat1on of ·the rights ot your client, October 8, 1931. 
I am e.re that the seller under a contract or th1s sort 1s not entitled to retain purchase money received by htm as a matter of right. In ~  altbough the contract declares such a SW!l to be subject to torteiture as liquidated damages. I believe tbe ·courts have held that the ~  does not follow on that account. but there must actually be a monete.17 damage 1n cor-responding amonnt. 

The contract uaed by your client and m1ne. for that reason omits any attempt to tix the damages 11qa1dated, but I bel1ev the rights or the parties remain just tbe ame. . That 1s to ay, wbere tba baJer breaches the contract the seller lDil7 exerc1ae the option to termin te the h -~  rights. This as the action taken by Pl.&tcher on October 8, his language be1Dg r "I bave exettc1sed "1111' option to t6rm1nate your right h J ~.  

ot course, you cognize the d1sttnc-t1on be een reac1sa1on of the coatract by mutual agreement and the term1nat1an ~ the pu'Obaa r • right beoause ot the bra oh on h1 plll't. lD the .rormer oaae, ot cou:ra the ell 1a t ~  to parcbaa mOJ187, nor can he alaS. fiD'T damage rasult1Dg tztom the d1aaolut1cm ot the con-tract b1ch he baa concurred 111. In the latter 

I 

I • 

\ paae 2. r. Riley Uason Reed ••••••••······•••• ~ 

, 

. I read tha doc1s1ons, he is entitle ~ case. as a.ma es which he suffers. In the presel:\ • actual.lao ~  tb1.nk these damages are ~  ~~  Pletcher 1ntorms me that the1 ~ ~ to mora than the $590.72 h ~h ~ ~  ~~ ~  ~ ~  ~ ~ h~ ~~ ~  ~~  ~ ~ . ~. h  ~ ~ ~ against your client's demand. I he is 0 seu t he meent by speaking of it as ~ ~  ~ . He is v:ilH.ng to call it l1qu if e our cllent is. It she is not, he ill &!! io ae{ up his damages against any suit on ber part to collect her pa:vments. 

Yours very truly. 

• 

ms.Aw cc to Mr. Pletcher. ·, 

-



RILEY MASON REED 
ATTORNEY·AT·LAW 

t47 CENTRAL AVL LA HABRA, CALIP', 

~ . Harrison G. Sloane, 
Bank of America Building, 
San Diego 1 California. 

Dear Sir: 

November 4th. 1931. 

Re matter of Ed Fletcher vs. Miss Velma Wilbur, I might be able to concur in your view of the case, as expressed in your letter of Oct. 29th., if my client had rescended the contract. But your client terminated the contract of his own accord. He had other remidiea open to him in the l,atter of default in payments. 
However, discussion of fine lef3.l points between you and me will not get us anywhere. To tegin with, this oroper t y n1uat have been sold for about twice its value, ctnerwiae Mr. Fletcher couldn't have afforded to pay t421,44 out of the purchase money as commissions to the agent, Miss Wilbur works in a postoffice on a megre salary, and this whole ~ .  taxes and other items), have ccn.e out of her hard earnings. Her mother died about a year ago leaving a little home with a big mortgage on it, and ehe ha.s been trying to carry that. Because of this she fell behind in her payments to your. client. I know how hard 1 t ha s been for her, And While she me.de a bad deal when she bought the property, but she would have kept up her payments if she 'tls..d been able. 

But aside from all that: Has this property any market value? Ia it really worth anything? If it is worth what my client agreed to pay for it, then she would be willing to make a new contract and finish paying it out, provided terms and payments can be cut down to h ~ she could meet them. ·sut if 1 t hasn't appreciable rr.arket value, then of course we Will have to take such steps necessry to recover what we have paid. -which I have no doubt, under the Couxts' decisions, we can do. · 

Yours very truly, 

• 

\ 

Iltu·1·ison G .. loa no 
Altorrwy til J.aw 

Sullo I!.!UU Hunk or AIIU!l'h!tt ~. 

Smt ~ .  

January 
29th 

1 9 • 3 2 

Mr . Ed Fletcher, 
1024 Ninth st., 
San Diego, California. 

Dear Col. Fletcher: Re - Eagle Nest Water supply. 

The letter of c. G. Gillespie, regard-
ing the swinuning and drinking facilities of 
the Warner Ranch water supply is interesting 
and ought to spilre their guns pretty well. 
The least that you should contemplate for the protection of your riparian rights is a formal notice to everybody concerned, and an announce-ment of the fact that you do not recognize the apparent purport o.f the conveyance h f~  made. 

Such a notice is of doubtful value, how-ever, and would be o.f no value whatever as against a subsequent innocent purchaser of the rights new claimed by your grantees, and the only way you 
could protect yourself against future parties would be by the filing o.f an action and a notice of Lis Pendens, in which the whole matter is clearly set 
out. Moreover, when a mistake has been discovered in a deed and the other party refu·ses to correct it, natural prudence would indicate prompt apnlica-tion to the court to enfqrce correction. Every 
day of delay weakens your claim in equity - but perhaps there has already been so much delay that a 11 ttle more of 1 t will make no particular dif.fer-ence. I do not recommend it, however, and advise you that your course should' have been the filing of an action long ago and probably is the filing or one now. 

Yours very truly, 
HGS.AW ~~ ~-~~' - .. ~ . .... 

(J...J .JJL ~ ~ ~ "\.Jo--. • ~ 

----~ cr . -oct> L ~ ~~~  
-. ' 



Ilorrison G. loon 
Attornoy n t Law 

~ ~  Dunk ot AmorlCll UldJt. 
• ln ~ .  

Febl u·wy 
'lth 

1 9 • 3 2 

Co1 . E .. Fletcher, 
1024 Uinth St ., 
San DieGo, California . 

D0ru." Col . Fl ~  Re - Easles rest 
iater Ric;hts . 

If ;,rou . . 1 ill refer to my letter of 
l!oveml)er 18, 1931 on this subj ct, you will 
find my opinion on this matter . 

I dou t v:hether additional notice will 
hnve o:ny more eff'3ct than wha. t has already been 
accomp1;shed by correspondence. It is not so 
much notice to the present parties that counts, 
l'.s notice to those VJho may come into the picture 
hereafter \"Ji '~h out knowledge of the situation. 

The only way to protect yourself aBainst 
that , is by filine suit . 

1 It v.rould cost $50· to file such a suit 
~ D!. ti h~~ --  ~  :3et it finished, tl:e attorney's 

V fees would ru..n up to at least ~  more . 

/ .1! /'\ -'' n / . '. -.. f -
/ . 

.!.1'• ~  Li . ulO!:Jlc;:, , 

.dwlk "'" iJaerl.\.OU .OUiJ.uiu , 
~  ~ ~  ~ f ~ . 

~ C!enr Mr . t.Jl ocne: 

l.lt rcl .,. , jJJB2. 

dill you ~  novi ~ u tL. · ~L  o .. 
tt ·.a co.L·re:.,po ,ow Cu ~ . J  you Ul· ... I\il-=; Lh .... on .u.eeu 
r e - h~ Elmu ~  con tru.c \i e l'hl.j ln..:t - ~ wh m \lt.; ~  .. 
Y ill' ~  frvLl ~  • .L.c:- Ol. •·OV. ~ h  buL ut:, uu 110" ' · tuti 
1 o,; jou ~ to him or · hu the ~  is 11o,·1. 

~.  

J.' r m thu tone.: of t · ~ le ~ ~  ~ J ~  .h~.  
ell to ru ..JO ' • n... l..v JL~ (.. Ue 1.-l t: CUH ' ~  l., • 

l3y 

• 
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Ilorrison G. loanc 
Allornoy ut Low 

Suit 1!!00 Bonk of Am rhm ~. 

Sun ~ .  

March 
Fourth 

1 9 • 3 2 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
1020 Ninth Avenue, 
San Diego, California. 

Dear Col. Pletcher: Re - Elma Wilbur Contract. 

I had no instructions from you 
as to the nature of reply to make to 
Mr. Reed's letter of November 4th; hence 
I have made none. You should answer him 
direct. 

Your legal a ituation is clearly set 
forth in my letter of ~  29th to 
Reed, a copy of which you have • 

Very- truly yours, 

HGS .AV/ 

• 

l, n 

J 
'-{ 

, 
\ \ 

--
,, 

') ~ . 

) 

t .... l' .. ·- .. 
' _,. • , 
I r ........ y IIni·ri 011 • loonn 

{ 

I 

"' r' J ' 

. .) 

Altornoy ul J..uw 
SuUu J:.UJO Unnk or Amorim• BldA. 

Slua ~ . ·ullfornlu 

!.!arch 
21st 

1 g • 3 2 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
1020 Uinth st., 
San Diego, California. 

Dear Colonel: Re - Eagle,s Nest Water. 

I do not think the question of pr9scrip-tion enters into the matter of diversion of r1ater by San Diogo County ''Ja.ter Co. The only 
right which the Springs, or anybody else ~ get by prescription from use below your land is the same right tho.t they could e;et by for;nal ap-propriation. Any appropriation is subject to the exercise or upuer riparian rights. So, if the Springs has acquired any right fl''Om the t•act that they have been takir.g out water below, it is only a right to take surplus water - that is, water which remains in the stream after all ripal'ian needs above have been satisfied. The mere fact that a riparian owner has not been using his rights to tm fullest extent does not deprive him of the right to enlarge that use as need may require later. 

I thinlt that the most the Sprir.gs can de-mand is that proportion of the normal flov1 from the water shed which attaches to the loner ranch. or course they are ~  not only that portion, but the portion which attaches to the upper ranch • For the sake or illustration, we may say that the upper ranch is entitled to one-fifth of the normal flow, the lower ranch one-fifth of the normal flow and the lands below the other three-fifths. Under such a division, what we are claiming ·is your right to hold and consume on the upper ranCh -f f~ of the normal flow. The rest of it you must let go by for. the use of lower owm rs. This, I under-stand will not occasion you any inconvenience. 
If the literal construction whiCh San Diego Co. Water Co. is holding out for must prevail, it means that you must let five-fifths of the stream go by and not use any of it. 

.. 
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Col. Ed Fletcher • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Page 2 • 

I do not think that your position will 
becane any better or any worse fran the prescrip-tion angle by failure to do anything now. It is 
the situation between you and too water company, 
as contracting parties, which is endangered by 
tr.e delay. They have asserted a certain construc-tion of a contract and failure on your part to 
have th·t construction corrected might be inter-
preted as acquiescence on your part and every 
year of acquiescence makes it that much harder 
to straighten out. 

However that may be partly offset by a declaration on your part, which may be· just as good 
as an assertion on theirs, so long as no actual re-striction is placed on your use of water. There is of course always danger that a transfer mny be made to an innocent purchaser, in which case you will be controlled by what appears of record and not by 
what the equities are. 

, 

Yours very truly, 

f ~~~-~~  .. 

HGS.AW 

Jul .. •t , 19: .?. 

1: ·• Ur ~ or Ll or.no, 
J~ . r • .~ . . ~. ~  

\J 'l DJ.· • • I c, 1 .t • - • 'J j • • tJ ' ,. •• J .. U• • 

., .. ·l ·· · 1.'-{.ll' ' • • • • • T ; • , l u1 ·• i ' • • ... ' ~ U t , • • • •• 1 4 ~... . I • l I •• .. • .- • • • - .. t ~ J • ... • J! i • • • 
c u tut! thin G t :-.nt. you ~ ~'~ .-  ~  b· lioVil ~ t,!wt <1 · Jilin:;. I . ~.  r •J ' i )Jt- I \ ,,1 ,. ~ . h ... v.:. "11 ' ..... -- ~. .'  •' ll C ' ll ' . ;.; ;..,_ ...... ~  s, 1 •.... • ••- '- '· t , . . • l J .. .... _... a \1 • • • ......... r ... , .,. •. .:,. c .,_ 
Lo :,!. in ~ ;ui r.i b ur:;r r. tv I!.C"bi tr t · 

~ t;,h. ·L· i t.l ~ '' ~  ..~ c t•ll ~ T·y c ; ,: c. tJ .11 . ~ 
; "\, ~ i t • .J 1 ~ to climiu t.: it. 

m· j: i, ~.  r: ~.~ • "'' .~  ~ - ..  · -~ • .. ~ • • it. 
~ .. . ..., -

. ~ t ir:;; r.'cy tl!i a!.t•.:.!."noon .• o t:, nnt I C:'n w i '.,. i t ~  .J ~  
t'n r r ll i 1i toli.OITOn e 

• . • • t!T '• ~.'  IU.IW 
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the box at Ninth and C at 2•25 p.M. July 9, 1952 
{j.j. • .;,_,_ 3, 

This letter :laS mailed by me in 

• 

-----~ --

llorrison G. Sloan 
Atlornuy ut J.uw 

Suit • u.mo llonlc or Amuricn DldA. 
Sun J ~ . . .J  

Ausust 
Fourth 

1 9 • 3 2 

• 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
1020 Uinth st., 
San Dieeo, California. 

Dear Col. Fletcher: 

• 

I have examined the correspondence r e la-tive to your deal· v;ith James Pierc-:l and your in-structions to Mutual Building and Loan Associa-tion. 

It appears to me that the I.Iutual Buildir:g and Loan Association, as Escrow Holde r, is bound to make up to you the shortage \'Jhich has resulted from t heir failure to collect everythirg that was coming to· you, Of C0Ul"'Se 1 Ir!r • Piercy should pro-tect them, but primarily ii; is a matt e r between you and the Escrow Holder. 
• 

Your instructions of March 30; 1932 call for ~h  4% French Government Bonds, par value each $193. The term "par value" is inaccurate. Evidently what was intended was umarl<:e t value". But, since a French Bond could not possibly have a par value of $193 u.s. currency the Escrow Holder should have read the word (tpe.r" .as "tmrl<:et" valuej or, in case of uncertainty, should have asked for more de.finite inst;ructions • 
The prelimina17 correspondence ~  you and Piez•cy contains the same inaccurate word, but any doubt is removed by your explicit state-ment in one or more letters that the eight bonds represent eighty thousand francs, ·beine eacl1 for ten . thousand francs, 

I believe you will be entirely within your. rights in requirine; the Escrow Holder to straighten the matter out with Pie 1•cy in such VJay that yon shall receive wha. t your Escrow :rnstructions call for, or the equivalent. 

HGS.AW 
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• • 

Oc o , r 
F ·i ,.,,,., 

• - W. 

1 • : 2 

. 
1 Buildm And Loan Assn. , 

one .:._e c , 
C liforn:ta . 

entl on: 

Appl'.rently Col . Ed Fletcher and 
James Piercy have not been able to straighten 
out tl e to.n[;le V1hic resulted fran the escro 
. et· een the hn.ndl ad by you tl e eorl y part 
or t -is J-e 0 • 

I ~ nve r e d 11 or ·llle corrasnond-
..~  1Y. J ~  you, includi u instructions to 
~  . s : !JCl' .... : holf · r , ~ n1 it 0.11pe9.rs therefrom 
tl_ut ;ro..1 closed this escrCNJ tls agent for Col . 
.ud Fletcl_el"' by takiru.,j for l1:un French. bonds 
repr !lC!..tlncr '- fnc VfllllO or '~ 00 francs 1 ;:J1..era-
llS ··1 e contract etr:een t.bc parties nnd the i.n-

, '~ ''  to you calJed for bonds representing 
8D, 00 franca . 

• 

Al thougl I can readily see hm this 
mistake was made on v ot,r part, I have advised 
Col . Fletcher that the responsibility rests on 
you t o e orre ct 1 t. I t ll..ink he hilS given you 
ample time to do this. VIe \'lOUld be glad to de• 
lay further if it nould enable you to straighten 
the matter out; but if' negotiations have come to 
a st3ndstill, we might as nell have a show-down 
and. fix the blame here it legally ~ . 

A I understand it, it you clo ai the 
matter without complyizu itb the instructions, 
you are liable for tm damage resulting to Col. 
Fletcher. . · 

• 

Yours veey truly, 

HGS .AW 

I 
I 

Col . Ed Fletcher 
1024 1nth Street 

ovem 
17th 

1 9 • 3 2 

San Diego. Cn11torn1a • 

Dear Col . letcher: 

I have looked over the ancient correspond· 
ence on the p of Brown, Stern am Fletcher 
am I have read cnref'ully the recent letters be-
t een Sterne niXl ~ . Let me so:1 tho.t I caE 
tbrough it with uncliminisl'ted respect for the thre 
of you. I find 1n Brcrnn a latJyar looki!G out for 
tho intereat of the Estate he reprcsen ed, in Sterne 
a partner vri h c sincero sense or · grievance, nnd 
1n you, your usual . . -~  and ~h  t care-
less self. 

First: If' you secretly drar. dotJn any part 
of the u, 000 . ::l , you desorve nll the cns tigation 
h1ch Sterne is ~ yon, unle s a. sttbsequent 

settlement, or tl1 Statute o Limitations, intervenes, 
he can make you account to h1m for half ot any secret 
p:x-ot1t. 
' 

Second: What the obl1e;nt1on of the Murra)" 
Estate as to you is only or historical signi.ficance. 
YOll felt it to be an imposition that tm notes · ere not 
canceled outright and Brown felt it necessary f ar 
tm protection or tho Estate to .1nta1n them and 
carry the principal and interest torward into the op-
tion price. YOll protested, rJghtly I think; but 
nevertheless tle deal was set up on this bas:f.a. 1th 
your knowledge and your .consent. 

Third& It makes no dirterence t name you 
ttach to lilit• ;OIOO,O<So.6o, tte aubsequent discharg 

ot the note as a material · advantage to ~  am e e%'7 
canon or good ~ h . and equity called tor a tull d1 -
clo Ure of the prC8ram to 7our partner. It 7011 o -...-
cealed tr Sterne the side agreement of Octobor, 1922, 
the ev1l ia not ~  by ~  over ~ . 

cxirthJ Br gave to the OUDt repre eDt ... ~ 
iii 1ntere t or the notea th n ot "c 



Col. Ed Flotc ~ •....•....•.....•.•... Page 2. . 

mission" and ~ is to be ga1 d by oballong-
illg b'a good faith or ~ h:lm to any em .. 
barrassmaut 1n that cannect1on. You might · a . 
~  be tcr a. "ccxmn!sa1onn oa tar a discharged 
obligation. 

F!f'th: · Yoa. did take a side agreement h1ch 
ould qper to to your personal bem.t1t. In this 

t · ro ' a no :rrcmg, nrv1 fl-om bat I kDolr or stel"D8, 
in Oc ober, 1922 he · ld have been the ~  to 
reccgn1ze th j t1ce or· tba a!'l'BDgfiHnt 1n the 
ligh or the· · U%TOU.Dding circgnatancea RIId consent 
to ~ ~ 1t. 

Sixth: Although t · ide agreemnt 1n 1t elt 
nas jus. n awful, 70U corrupted 1t ~ ,-ourself 
1.t you coneealod it from your partner t1hen be came 
into the deal. Thlls, 10 cooe to the G1ngle issue 
hethor s,terne lma. Dbout too side agraemnt 1n 1922. 

From the t om or his ettel's, I sm convinced that tl'l3 
kno;-:ledg or 1t has com to him recently as a n 
disco l"Y'• I C!mnot d (lltru his s1ncer1t7, am 1t 
his pr m1.se ~ correct. be haa a valid grievance 
agai DS t you. 

Jevanth: I am equall7 conv1.noed that he lme · 
nll nbout th liuway notes and the .Sdo agreeme:d: in 
1922 and that the ~  aa o acceptable to 
bST!I that he praJlptly dismissed 1 t b! b1s mSnd. Your 
deta11 of conversations between you, ccxrrobcrated bJ" 
!.!!' • Fletcher• !'ully benra 011t this tbeoey nna it 18 · 
the on1,. one hioh r1 t 1n 1th tbe correspondence 

· hich passed between you at that t1m and latel'. 

~ h  U Sterne s tully 1nf,CJ111bd ot the 
side agre81D8m befar he o'ned 1th 7CR1 1D the &XAP.. 
c1se or tl:B opt1on. he has ~  nm;- lega1 
grounds t 0 compln:!n or th - equality betwean yoa. a"' 
t courts 111 not hear tran b1m y compl :1nt or 
inequality between jaa.. 

'. !ptha It apr-ears that be did• 1D the sp:r-or 1921 miik8 !Ome complaint or 1neqnal11;J and• t:o 
s t1 ~ ·ou g ve b5m a valuable 1ntereat 1D tbe 

The tact tbat made CQllplatnt oa14 
.... ,-J.edSe ~ the 1nequal1ty.am tbe tact 

'IIHtYI rred to h1m valuable ~ tanda 

Col. Ed Fl tcher· ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Page 3 • 

as o. ettlement or any d!t · erences whioh were ra18ed 
at thnt time. 

Tenth: On ·arcb 12, 1927, ~ f h  
to Sterne a detailed statetiBnt for bS.s exam1mt1on 
end his f ~  which shmred 1n two places on ita face 
the fact that you had received notes fran the Ma.rrq 
E tate, aggrognting more than 11 10o,ooo.oo. Th1s frank 
sto.temnt pparently advised Sterne or notb1tg tbat be 
did not lmow before, end. his acceptance or it vditlout 
objection 1s not consistent w!th ignorance ot the pro-
gram. On the otbar hand, 1t he was 1gnoro.nt, 1t put 
him on notice am set in motion the t.bree-yenr period or Sto.tute or Limit nt1 ons, v11th1n ,.fh1ch to assert h1a 
demands, which nCP:J oomo too la e. 

I th1nk this is the case bet\·1oen you, l1lld yot1. maar best ettle it by ~ with all personalitie 
and 1m ter1al cons1dero.t ions. With the 1nf'oi•mnt1 on 
befcre me, I cannot but teal that Mr. Sterre is ~ 
an injustice to himeelr, ns well ns to you; but I mn 
ready to change "l'lfY view if he cnn prod.uc e any evidence 
ar concealment, which goes further than rrere f ~  or recollection on his po.rt the tn'Osent time. 

Yours very truly. 

HGS.AW 



• 

• 

December 
Fifth 

1 9 • 3 2 

-~ .  Buildin and Loan Assn., 
Lo Bench, 
Cnlifcrnin. 

Gentlemen: 

On Octobe r 5th I wrote to 
you regardinG the escrcm between 
Ed Fletcher and James Piorcy, which 
you .. 1andled, ·.'1-th the result that 
Ed fletcher received FrenCh bonds 
of the rnce value or 8000 francs, 
instead of 80, 000 francs. I sug-
ested that the liability fO!' this 

discrenancy rests on you and we would 
be glad t o' g ive you Slch tim as might 
be reauired to adjust it tlith the other 
party -to the escrow. 

·since we have had no response 
from you, we take it that you have been 
unable to make any headway and that you 
recognize that you are liable. 

Col. Fletcher seems disposed 
to enforce tb1s liability, oo if there 
1s any change in the s1tmt1on, will 
you please advise me innoediatel.yt 

• 

Yours very trul,-. 

HGS.AVI 

Mr. H. G. Sl oune 
Bank of .Aoerico. Blde; . 
San !Jieeo , Cv.l! t•oznitt. 

J un ur. ry 'l'hil'ji 
1 9 3. ~ 

Enclosed l'ind t .·;o let tel'S ' ~  Ste1n tbut ~  e: ?1 -na t -:: ry. 
Ho·.J shall 1 un.;)·,ter them? 

I don't knt:l.l l!S 1 h!ive mu.de it . ~  t ... ~  u th··t lJr. :;tarn 
i s a chiseler. He well kne.t about th ~  ~ ~  rrry r:etting them, 
but i'rom time t o time :then he did ~  ect r o much in'Jney l s he th -:·J ht 
be ·.raa going t :> get he ncl.d 1 ~  get tlng the best f i i . 

I ofl·ared t,;:, sell him n huli' in ~  s t, in the .!: - t.;e-li"th 
interett that Henshul't "··med .1hich 1 got ~ from Hen..,h ;1 in my 
settlement .vith liensh&•r. s tem turned thi;;. d..,,·m out gnve me c. lettet· 
that I was ~ get back my money and ~ . rh.tur!!lly I - .... t h~ t 
f'irnt. 

,'lhen )le :w.s doing h ~ chiaeling the h ~  I t ?l d bin I 
\70Jld give him hnything that I got over ~ .  for !lis interas t in 
Mission #3 und ,vrote him u letter to that effect ;;hich i.J hera ··! th 

encloaed. Also his answer in reply. 1 consider tho we ~J  let tel'!.: 
a binding contract. Don't you? 

1 don 1t ,vunt to tum Stern do.·m. I see no reason .ihy :;e sh"uld 
not muke a ne:l contract but put n condition in there thut thi:s cE.ncels 
ahy ·?claims or any kind in case stern should sue me en the Murr.)y n-te 
as there is no considera tion che.tever and I den' t see .1here Stern ·' uld 
have a look h'l to tuke cure of the pr ofits of Missi on ri3 ver and ub·JVe 
~ . It seems to me 'Ne have him over a barl·el. 

I have assumed all the time that everything .ras settled bet:teen 
us and Stern had coming to him anything over and above $40,000. Stern 
is claiming 551 000 £or his half interest in the Murray ...,state ;ii th 
interest. 

At about the time He ware ~h  the rag over this ~  
e hud given an option to the Lu ~  District ~ buy Miss! en Gorge r/5 

for $150,09Q Jlnd it looked as if the denl "N68 eoing thru_ s o I said, 
.~  ~  yo\J . ~  ~ ~~ 'NUY ~  it i. uill juat' cut Mission Goree :13 
~  ' to $4o;ooo and half or that iTould. be ~  und y u get yl)ur money 
that rray.n That and the one-fourth interest in the lv.nds ~  Cuyamnca 
Lake certuinly more th.un puid him. 

lou must remember thn t he ·•tas !Jresident .... f the · lt;ge.;t bunk in L ~ 
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IIni·t·ison G. SlonnP 
A llo ruuy ut J.uw 

Sullo ~  Bu nk o f .t\JU(! I"i •n ~ . 
Sun ~ .  

January 
lOth 

1 9 • 3 3 

Col. Ed Fletcher 
1024 Ninth Street 
San Diego, California 

Dear Col. Fletcher: Re - French Francs. 

Mutual Building & Loon Assn., Long Beach, 
have paid no attention to my communications re-
garding their mix-up of your escrow with James 
Piercy. Evidently they think it will ~  over 
if they say nothing. 

Your position in this na tter is that the 
deal between you and Piercy is closed and you 
recognize the matter as being completed as be-
tween you and him. ~  you have asserted 
your claim for damages aga.ins t the escrow holder 
for violation of the terms of' the escrow. They 
are legally liable to you Ior any i 'inancial loss 
which you sustained by reason of any fault or 
theirs. The ~  of this darrage is tm value 
of 72, 000 French marks on the date of settlement 
of the escrow. 

If you can ascertain what this amounts 
to, we will consider ·whether it is worth follow-
ing up • 

Your.s very truly, 

.. 
HGS.AW 

• 



Ilort·ison 1. lou11 ., 
Atlornoy nt J.nw 

Suil • l!:no llunk or Amurlco BldA. 
Sun ~ .  

January 
30th 

1 9 • 3 3 

Col. ~  Fletcher 
1024 Tinth Street 
San Diego, California 

Dear Col. Fletcher: 

On looking baclc to the contract which 
you executed with Jarras H. Piercey, I .. see that 
all he agreed to turn over to you is :;.;1200 in 
French bonds; or, as it otherwise appears in 
correspondence between you, eight bonds o.f the 
p -,r value o.f $193. 00 e nch. 

Accordingly, it would seem that where 
you later speak of ten bonds, representing 
80,000 francs , this vJas a mistake. If so, 
I do not think you \'JOUld be in a very good posi-tio-n to insist on the letter of your escrow 
instructions. 

r.roreover, since the action would have to 
be maintained in Orange county, 1t.would not pay ma to take it on a contingent basis. 

Yours very truly, 

~~ c:s '~ .. 

HGS .A'il 

\ 

"'=< 

CUYAMACA 
SOLANA BEACH 
FLETCHER HILLS 

~. Harrison Sloane, 
Bank of America Building, 
San Diego, Cnli!ornie.. 

!.11 dear Harry: 

~  Jlflctdrcr Cl!ontpunu 
t020 NINTH AVENUE 

SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 

~  13, 1953. 

PIN£ HILLS 
GROSSMONT 
AVOCADO ACRES 

I am aorcy you are out of to\ill1 end I am leaving tomorroa-t for Imperial Vnlley where I heve to testify in an important case. I wish you would telephone Mr. Stern and make arr&ngements to have a fionJ discussion with him. 

Instead of the dearest £riend I ever had I find I run fightine a man who has taken advantage of ever-J technicality, -refusing to give me the benefit of ~ doubt, but I assume it is a case or ~ which knows no lo.w. 

Mr. Stern has already been informe:i and the records will show that I worked over 10 years without being paid a cent by lJr. !urrey, that I went to Montana, Idaho end Salt Leke City at my o•m expense while Mur1•ay was alive, that I was the party who actunl.l.y sold the Pocatella rlater Works, that I spent between .)2000 and ~  for Mrs. Murray un..1er our arrangement with her for the return of those notes, and thtit I have never been compensated for ~ of that work except the return or those notes. Mr. Stern demands one-half or ~ compensation. 

While ttr. Stern \Yas in Los Angeles making his money, and drawing his salar.y I was running the ~  Water Compaqy for practically nothing for four long years, altho uq o•m time was worth $1001 000 a yenr, and for that extra service I got nothing, altho it was .m;y idea to sell to the District, and the records.will show the option I prepared Stern approved and accepted and the work that I did in carr,ying the election was ~  yet Mr. Stern would have me paid nothing and demands his one-half or the 
Murray notes - hal£ or JIU labor since 1910 - on a technicality • 

• 
I always believed I ovrned the option to buy the Murray Estate's interest. I put up my own ~  ~  and did not know until years afterwards that that 5,000 had been deducted in the settlement. 

I ~ each and ever,r allegation or Stern, in his letter or Februar,y 9th, and as I have written time and again, and my wife knows, as well as the records show, 6tern was kept fnlly advised as the conditions changed from time to time. 



Harrison Sloane 

iihen I ~  that i"atal, so-cilled, document 
or Uarch, 1927 I did it at the request o£ the Murray Estate to help them 
out, altho there uas no agreement so to do. We bad made a complote 
settlement with Mr. Stern at the time and he had full knov1ledge of every-
thins, end I had no thought or doing aqytbing except to accommodate the 
Murray Estate with their inheritance tax nmtters nth the government. 
Another technicality lJr. Stern would toke ndvantagc of, altho the day after 
I signed th.e.t document of March, 1927 I explained everything to Mr. Stern 
in Los Angeles. He never put a dollar into Mission Gorge or the 
Cuyamtlca property, and I offered it voluntarily "Nhen he kicked about my 
having the advantage. I certainly thought I had satisfied him and final 
settlement was me.da. There was no attempt to conceal nnything, and now 
five or six years later he i1ould try to blacken my good name by suing me 
and get some eas:r :nonay. That is the way it looks to me1 a victim of 
circumstances. 

. I reel t!rs. Murray was sincere «hen she told me the 
notes were hers and she would give them to me. Her first attorney under-
stood it all but he i.s now dead. Mr. Bro?IIl certainly' did his duty ?then he 
round the notes bad not been endorsed and were a part of the Murray Estata, 
and Mr. Bro·R!l did the best he could in cutting dorm inheritance taxes. He 
told me the ~  ~ he saved i40o,ooo Qr ~  over the claims of the 
governoent, but it would see:n to be some part or it at 'I'!1Y expense, :if" Mr. 
Stern makes good his claim. 

Mr. Stern surel;( remembers that v·hen the contract was 
signed in the presence or Senator Flint, Bro\m, Stern and ltt,1Seli" I that the 
notes were speci:ica1ly mentioned be£ore the ~ was signed. It was 
understood that that was an entireJ.7 separate matter between Stern and TJJ1-

~ and not 1:1entioned in the contract. Stern bad due knowledge at all times of 
those notes. 

As you know, I am broke for ready money and it is a 
fight to get money enough to pay salaries and eat, but I wish you would go 
up and see Mr. Stern and discuss the matter with him for the lnst time, and 
see r1hat the best settlement is that ce.n be made. There is one thing certain, 
after working ten years for the Cuyamaca Water ~ for nothing, and after 
the service I rendered Mrs. Murrey and the money- I paid out, end after the 
service I rendered Stern in the Cuyrunaca Water Compaey without pay, and 
after giving him for nothing his interest in Mission Gorge and the property 
at Cuyama.ca Lake, it is a cinch I am going to be well repaid ror my services 
in the bond election killing Mission No. 2, and in ~ sale for $40,000 the 
El Capitan lands on which Mr. Stern placed a value of nothing. Ir I earned 
e. nickel I enrned $61 000 of B.IJYbody' s money in those campaigns, and paid 
out between $400 and $500 in cash which I have not as yet charged up to 
the water ~. 

.,. 
-tV-

Harrison SloMa 

I will advance the necessar,r funds to ~ aQY 
income tax or the Ceyame.cn Water CompruJY I but I am going to demand my 
reasonable compensation for the service I have rendered in looking after 
the Cuywne.ca Ylater Company's interests, particularly in the Capito.n 
matter. 

Pleo.se s ee ~ .  adjustment you ~ moke nth 
· Mr. Stern and I will gi·1e a final answer as to \Ybat I will do immediately 

thereafter. I will return to San Dieeo no later than h ~ night. 

Yours sincerely 1 

EF:KLM 



JAMES M . OLIVER 
MANAGING PA.TNill' 

VANDIICII 803& 

WRIGHTWOOD MOUNTAINS 
704 W . M. GARLAND BUILDINQ 

LOS ANGIELU, CALIP'ORNIA 

Mr. Harrison G. Sloane, 
Attorney at Law, 

February 15, 1933 

Bank of America ~  
San Diego, California: 
Dear Mr. Sloane: 

I have delayed answer to your letter because of the second paragraph which takes me to task in re overdrawing of Stern's chances. You properly do this, and I was surprised to see that I had gone ~  so far. I ~  on checking on my correction of the first draft that I had inserted before the word •certain' the word 'reasonably', but the stenographer in the Los Angeles office overlooked it and I did not get a chance to correct it but let it go. I still think after read-ing your letter even, that someone would have to blunder mightily for Stern to lose. 

In re statute of limitations, I don't seem to be able to get over my point to you. Neither Stern nor I ever claimed that he did not know the Colonel got the money - that is ~  - but we do contend that Stern never knew the real reason for the Colonel getting that money until after the tax expert put him on the right scent for the first time and after the Colonel had given him the wrong reason time and time again. I am sure there is no 'idiosynarasy• of any court so great or glaring that it would star:t the statute running against Stern unJ ess and until Stern knew What it was running for; nor oou1d any statement that did not include the real facts based on the real motivating reason b.e any more binding upon him. · 
I oan 't 11nderstand either why Stern should not be allowed to choose his own method of investigation. I would consider that he needed a guardian if he went to the man that he was s1owly becoming convinced had deceived him in his own interest, in order to disoover the true ~ . However, he had already done this before he had any suspicion and had been nninfo rmed as to the real. facts; and even after Stern had ascertained the facts and then gave the Colone1 a ohanoe to come through he failed to do so but, instead, reiterated the old line of misinformation. 
After this then is but one question: Did the Colonel inform Stern that the money was a commission and that the priee had been boosted? ·I ~  to find any written evidence that he did; and there are many letters of explanation exte.Dling over a 11er1 od of years that wi11 etteotually prevent him trying to do so by parole evidence at the trial. 

-2-

Mr. Harrison G. Sloane Februar.y 15, 1933 

I have therefore again advised Mr. Stern that in my opinion he has a technically perfect case and one that I can hardly conceive ~ his lawyer blundering enough to lose• and as before advised you, thus endeth matters with me. r h~  done my duty to ~ friend and must now needs retire. 
With personal regards, I remain 

Yours truly, 

By e. 

Mr. Oliver forwarded this lett ~ y er .rom osemite, to be copied on his own stationary and forwarded to you to save time. 
e.m. 



'' ~ . J ... ;t t ll. t,;v .... ~  
.ut:Ulk ~ Anoricn J..~'  
~  .l.Jiobo, ~ . . 

Jaq 31, 1933. 

3804 note o!. 

• 401, •·thich ~ e f<;>reclo c . 

rorecl )' ure Hill lg vlos.oo as ~ conversation ~ h Mr. 

Tho r;;uscn for l'.Jrclosing ~ non-paym.Jnt or i.Jlterd3t 

&J FLB!CllLR CO. 
f ~ rae Constructi on CompanY) 

. 
I 

tJ r. '_ • G. \.11. une 
.Bank '= L.:.,.eric· Bld ·• ' u.n ~ . J Co.li ~ -  

,,,, de'·L' ,,1 •nn • t.;ol' :... ..J ~ ~ • 

. , -. . . .. 
Mr . ... ·torn 1 • ., . ; .. ...·. .. ~ ..,....., 

. ~- .. .. ll - -.' • 

Pl'"• :->0 :3i ti :-. .~ ~ . l .'1- Ve · · .. dy · . I • • • .~ ~--  • } .tl. .~ . .1.... n ~ ~  r. . 6 
~  ... l' f~ 'h ~ ,'te. ter . ~  VFr!"·' d -llur in ~ ~. - . .. ··: th 

nur a{:.reement cxceptine a :,1000 note si:'!l"d oy ~  Gr :.. :.;m'):: t.. _ ·r: ::>.· ~ ~  
m de ...... ::,ta 1& t. · th Cu· t.!.!J' c ·· . . .~ r -.~ - Lrjy. h. ~ J . . ' :m ~ . ' .  
loan mudo dire t l.>y the ~ ?.'at ·r C . :an7 ~ the Gr.,.5 . ·rn .r: ~ ' r'{ 
vo:t: uny ·.ihich thru ~  Ta5 -·i curcd 1s ~  . ~ . . ~ .  ~ . 

The Gro ..;.znon u - . ~ Co;.i-. · ':'."'J l:l !"l I .. ..... ~  .,_.p., . ~ - l i J -- - .. v - .h.:-e ~ . n in tact s ~ th. _ ~ -  tim&. lt ts n h :rd.:Jhi ... ~  the:!: t ., . -.J . 

l :4 ' ~  u st t.el!lent · : ~  1 ~ s t .. ~  ·J. ;-.;t..Tt.a!Ilen t · .. ~ the buni{!:> m d. l d "' .. ~ . bP.ll.. V£• ~ - +.-. '¥\ ,.;11 "oj t .. t'k · t' '1...._ ... "' _ _ ~ • .. : ... ~ ••• ·,... _ r.: .,: ~  ·. 1"'1 ... 

not9 i a ciru:rin _: 7/J .~  .... t. 

'i'he chilc!r n o :n ··r ctict-.11:; oll : ~ the · ~ . 

ill J " ~ l"ir:c:ll icr :n ·d ~ .  C.!. ~ 1 "t€. .- ~. r the 1 ro b ~  Pack Co!"lpuny r'inunci&.l .:itr..!tement . h~ . 

EF: ASK 
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Bank of America 
Los Angeles 
California 

August 
15th 

1 9 • 3 3 

ATTENTIOll .. IR. SINK • 

Gentlemen: 
Ra - J:;acrow BA-421. Hen aen-ticClure 1':16 tchar. 

My client Ed Fla tcher has conferred with me from time to time regarding dissolution of your Trust 1n whirll the above named pal'ties are interested, and I am now asked to render any nsa1stnnce possible in getting the matter closed up. 

According to your letters to Col.Fle tcm r all your requirements t'}E)I'e met several .months ago, but the matter has been ~  without coming to a conclusion. I understand also that First National Bank of Pomona has sjgned all pap3rs requested from it, so we are at a loss to know just ~  is hold-ing the matter ~ 

If anyth:IX\3 else is required :ln tb) way of consents or waivers, will you please advise me 1mmedie.tely and we will try to get it into h ~ as 1t 1s imperative that the present set-up be dissolved • 

Yours vo r:; . truly, 

HGS.AW 

• 



H. G. SLOANE 
PRES. a ATTV. 

ROOM 1230 

FIDELITY MUTUAL 
CORPORATION 

~  Fle tc he r Co • , 
~  !:in th . ~  

DANK OF AMERICA BUILDING 
G2:S BROADWAY 

SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 

October 
25th 

1 9 • 3 3 

San DieBo, Cali fomia 

De Sirs: 

J.N.HASKELL 
6ECRETARV 
ROOM 8 .. 1 

On ~  3 1 1933 at your request we recorded 
Notice of Default anrl Intention to Sell propert-y of Sunlands 
In ve s tr1ent Co. held under our Trus t Deed lTo • 401. In the 
absence of otr..e l' instruction from you; we will start pub-
lication of ~  of Sale November 4 1 1933 and will sell 
tr..e pro!>8 rty about tre first of Decem1:::e r. 

L:r . R. L . Stev1art came into the office this morn-
inz to inquire about this rna tter ani ey.hibited what pur-
ports t{) be a copy of a letter from Ed Fletcher to him 
under date October 6 , 19311 as follows: 

11 In consideration of tre return of my 
letter of April 6 1 193l·with the obliga-
tion pertaining thereto, I agree not to 
ta.ke any foreclosure act ion against you 
in the .matter of the Cuyamaca property 
until such tilre as you are free. n 

The date of I.Ir. Stewart 1 s release was October 31 
1933; so he considers that your instruction to us was pre-
mature . As I understand it, his desire is to have a few 
vreeks occupancy of the property, ani if he · can have this 
he is vdllintr to waive my limitations on you by reason 
of the ~  and allow the proceedings to go ahead as 
above outlined. 

·Jill you kindly instruct us prior to November 3, 
v1hether or not we shall proceed with publication? 

Yours very truly, 

FIDELITY MUTUAL CORPORATION, 

By ~ -- ~~~  ==-.Jl..--
Pres :ident. 
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H. G. SLOANE 
PRES. a ATTY. 

ROOM 1230 

.. 

• 
\ 

FIDELITY MUTUAL 
CORPORATION 

BANK OF AMERICA BUILDING 
82!5 BROADWAY 

SAN DlEGO. CALIFORNIA , 

October 30, 1933 

!:r • Ji • I,, !1ter1art 
724 Rooln'ICY Cotn"t 
... ~  Besch, Calit. 

. l'urctUlllt to "thG 1.nt:lt:rttot1oll of 
Ed Fletcher, wbo ·holdu ~ Tl'U9t Dead· note, 
OU!' Res. t:o • 401, ~  nill tro a.t t hia .rore-
olorrure ns if 1nnt11;uted h~ day. 

71h1lD not.1ee or f . ~ und 1nten-
t 1on to ooll nns rocordad ,.'\tlE;·us t 3 , 1933, in 
pursuance nt vh1eh ndvart1o!ng fOI' sale VIOuld 
be 1n orde...- no:;t mek, v.;e \7111 ~~ begin such 
publ1ont1on until ninety dnys ~  11011 . 

Th!a soomo to 'be 1n ncoon1anae \"11th 
.~ undnratond:ine with Col. Fla toher, but 

11! for an:r roacon r.o hnva not oo!'roctl:f 1n .. 
ter!=)reted it , will you lt1ndl:y advise us 3.ntne• 
~ ~ · 

Yours vo77 t:rul'11 

• 
FmBLITY MU'.!!UAL . ~  

H. G. Sloam 

~ . 

J!CJg .l.fl 
cc -=:o Col . Fletehtlr. 

J . N. HASKELL. 
SECRETARY 
ROOM 841 

. • 
~ I ; ·-· ; 
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I , 

·B auk of .Am.crictt 
NATIONAL ~~~~ ~'f~ ' '  ASSOCIATION 
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rust o. BA-421. 

De mer 141 19Z3. 

Rarri an. o, Bl08ll8, Attornoy t 
1230 Bank r£ ria Building. 
San Diego. Califc:rn1a. 

Dear Sir: 

'fbi 1• in repq to 7a.tr letter ot Deoe r 
propa.ed tem!.Da tion ~ our Tru.t o. BA-421. md p 
pletion ot the so-called Osterman • K le7 aDd Kllll 
certain pare le ot the P proper L7 • oon lob ~ 

~ and Trust Compaey nt]7 acapleted 1 

• 19!S, 84dresaed ~ 
Mn.---21. ~-  1111 7otJr ollent. Colcmel 

aacrtlOD to the point ot can-
e direotiou 1\CII tbe addreaaen 

J"&jdt.lllllh. 

am ODII. name17 .. the Xlllla am Keule7 
deal•• Dr. Hansen .. _ pr me that he will a&\188 thea partie to oca-
mnnicate pen th or.t1ce, eo tbat tbelr :tten be OCDploted 
in the a t the ...~ .  deal. . ' 

t be rerneJ ni:ng un.old propez-t7, ai heretofore atatec! in 
a! ate map• ar ~  to ua we an prooeed to draft the 

to complete tbe tendnatlon of the trut. I quote the. aeccmd 
..... __ 1 etter to you at August 28, 193 

"!he first step to be accomplished ton.rd the termlnaticm 
~ • 1d trust 111 tbe oompletion ot the lq• X11Uca 8D4 
Oate traM ct1 cma. 1f1 th whloh 70l1r olleDt, Colanel ftetohu-• 
ill h h~ bmtl1ar. After the han lleen taka eare ~. 
aDl after h been 1\lnd..lhecl wl th a •att.l'...toJ7 Ht ot 
Jlal)8 ot the trust propertJ", 1rhich Dr. E'.anMD toaq ap'ee4 to 
obt•in tor. from the Soothem !ltle and '1'rut ~ om 
pr eed. to acccmpllllh a ccmplete ol011ing of eaid truat. t 

I ala call 70U1'" attention to the .tact that prooee41Dg in aoaord-
ano w1 th letter ot that date to work out an the aatten Dec Rl'7 to cloH the 
t • I will today eddrea• letter to Dr. Bomer aD! nquest h1m to 
put WI lD tcuoh peraoD&l.l7 with the Kemsl-.P aD! the llllicms. 

• :t.n. 
K. A. Agpler, 

8ub41Tiaion 1'nlab. 

.· 

. 
• 
• r 

.. 
. . 

I 

llr. Harrison G. ~  
~  ~ J.  

San Dieio, Cali£. 

M1 deor la1·risona 

Februacy 10, 1937 

Can j'ou tell me how 0 eu ftister C t.\n get 

hia monoy - th<= $2,000.00. lt 1 a shWDe to lot matters 

drirt as they ur e. 

Si r.ccrely yours, 



\." . - • 

FIDELITY MUTUAL 
CORPORATION H. G. SLOANE 

PRES. 4 ATTY. B ANK OF AMERICA BUILDING 
625 BROADWAY ROOM 1230 

Colonel Ed Fletcher 
1018 9th Street 

SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 

February 15, 1937 

San Die go, California 

rear Colonel: 

I have innicated to you and directly to 
Owen Nister on several occasions the way to get his 
$2,000 out of 'hock'. 

·r assume that there is no chance of 
. his turning up the original note which is the simplest 
solution . I su ggested that a suit could be broug ht 
which wocld determine the loss or destruction of the 
note which would cost him an attorney's fee . 

I ~  that we would be willing to 
take a bond from him which would protect the corpora-
tion . This last is a simple matter and I think if 
you and the Grossmont Company would sign as sureties 
for him guarantee1ng that the note will never be pres-
ented that ~  suffice . 

The company is anxious to ~  rid of 
t his money and I should imagine Mr. Wister could use 
it . 

HGS: F 

J . N.HASKELL 
SECRETARY 
ROOM 841 

• 

. . . .. 

Februu ~ 1 1 ~~  

~'  H, G, Sloane, ~  
~  Mutuul Corp. 

& nA of .'\J:terica Builain& 
~  D1e.t;o, C&liforn.i.a 

Answe: rin b ,t Otll'.5 of t he 15th, please pt·epare 
t he necessary bo: d for Mr . i s t t.r to sit.'1l1 11Jld t he 
Grossmont Park ~  nnd I ~ .J. .lso s it;n aa 
sureties. 

, .. h3. tever t he expense i s in dra.;:ing up the 
~  I '.'/ill ~ . thllt ~ . 1':i:J t 6r pays you . l!t!.ve t he 

pnper so dravm th.:tt ~ .  • . i ster ?:iJ..l huve t :.J sit:;n s:.me 
before b Notary. 

Your ear .1:; attention in t.his mattf! r ·.1U- be 
lll)preciu t ed . 

~ .J' yours , 

':.F/Jv 

• 
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UA MIUI"'lC O. t.IAIA:'C t: 
I' MilD A, !Ofl!r:OC I!N 

SLOANE & STEINER 
A.TTORNEYH AT J4AW 

IJAMK Ol" AMENJOA JttriLDUCO 
HAN' DIJ>;OO , OAJ.IFOitNIA 

~  Park ~  
are Ed . h~  Co., 
~  iego, ~ f ~  

Gentler.en: 

At the request of Colonel :letcher ~  have 
dra·:1n an acrcewent which ·.'ill serve to get the 
surn or -:;.2 , 000 out of the custody of Fidelity 
, ·u tual •Joroora t ion • ... 

If vou vill forward ~  origi•·al to Owen 
. ist.er , he rray execut:e it and then ·,·:hen it comes 
back, it rray be executed by your ov1n corporation . 
Lpon deliverrj of the executed ~  to 
Fidelity ~  Gorporation, it ·uJ.ll ma're such 
dispos i ~  of the su.-n of ::'2 , 000 as Owen 7.'is ter 
airec s . 

Color el Fletcher agreed tha ~ he ·:1ould have 
the expense of preparation of this paper and the 
e nsuing ~  paid by owen ~  so you 
rray inform him at this tirr.e that the cost amounts 
to ;=!·Is . 

I 

HGS : H11 
Agreement 

Yours very truly , 

HI'JTI! UriiU 

t'NANNI.IN fii\UO 

• 

Octoue:1· .ll, _';):// 

. . f . ·i .... .... I! " .r;...:.,...ol. v :-...,E:l .~ .... .l. 6 • 1 
.:au ... ..i.t:&O 1 u..:.if·..Jr l.&.U 

;.:y ~  Hurr;, : 

:.s J~  ~.  ~ . ' .. ·r 1 s ~~.  .i..., utlt-.M .. ~  " on''t ~ .. 
pu.y Ltit-J • : 1 :JJJ t.u .. :.::. ;.c:r um! I · i .. J. bw ... r:...ute:e, e.J \'£:.1.!. ~  

ie:lter, .~  ~.. ~.J. .J  ·1.1 _o.::,s . · 

D.. t!le uu;; . CCJJ 1 t .1 ou .;,ee Jour r:u,:; C-t-..:._· .. \jJ. ... ou. 
G.! J ~ :.o Cv ... t... .. ..J.!. tiO . . ~ . ~ ~~  .• I; ..1..C.i.. U't. L. 
... ot in .-.J.J.y::Icn ~ _ til(: L J...~. .  l 0\;t: .J ._...t? I ~ - ... ~ ., 0 1.1 ;-. 
S.,tl.J.cndlu lot L .• ~'  ~ .... tL..!.. .... cl..L. .or vJJ.JJ or .;, . ..&.. 1 VJu. 'Ih.i. ... 
~.  cnncel tnE: . .4uO . uv o .... .~ ...  thi...t. I ' "t.ilJ.. o .·."= . ~.. . . It 
·:1ow.-... be ~  tt> .t.'U:ly ..!.tJprecic.. tr:::.l . 
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IIAKRtt'O:C 0 . M1KtA.'C 11 

F1Ut D A.MTIU:CI: It 

SLO.i\.NE & STEINER 
A.TTORNEYH AT LAW 

llA.NK. 01" ~ . llUlL!JI::OCO 
HAN ntHOO, OAl.tl'OUNIA 

October 13, 1 937. 

Colonel Ed Fletcher, 
1020 9t h Ave., 
San ~  Cali f. 

Dear Colonel: 

I am grieved at you on ~ h counts which 
y ou mention i n y our letter of October 11th. 

Regar ding t he V. i ster note, on February 
26 . 1937, I advised y ou that the Fi delity Uutual 
Cor por ati on would disburse t he sum of $2,000 due 
~.~  u pon the guarantee by himself' and you pro-
tecting us agains t loss. At your suggestion I 
prepared an agreement to be signed by you and paid 
for by Vllster. This agreement was turned over to 
y ou February 26, 1937, and I have been wondering 
why it was not executed and have been holding t he 
s ack f or ~  the amount of my charge for preparing 

H\111"1t IUIIO 

a·uANMI.1l'f nnon 

,. i t. 

/ 

- . 
I • 

"""' -

On the H. G. Sloane account, we thrashed that 
a l l out once and came to a defi nite understanding 
about i t, in arriving at ~ h h I made some discounts 
and y ou a greed to put it on a strictly business basis 
of a deed by vtay of mortga ge. I st.ill have more real 
estate than is good f or me and y ou must admit that 
I have not been hounding you unduly. If you have 
any l ot s on Grossmont t ha t should sell for ~  or 
;:: 1, 000 , for goodness sake sell one for $414.86 ·a nd . 
ge t y our annoyi ng creditor off the books. 

Sincerely yours, 

of SLOA11E & STEINER . 

HGS : GD 

. ' ~ I 

I .' ._ 
., • .c. .. ~ ·-

,. - / 

., 

-~  

' I 

. I 
I I 
I I ' .. -' 
'• 

JI.AI-llU. ·oN G. L J~ 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

DANK OF' l.t.II;RICA DUILDING 

SAN DJEGO S. CALIFORNIA 
liUifl: ~  

FRANKLIN II:SOG 

~ ~  21, ~ . 

Mr . Fer di nand rp. Fl etcher 
At; to r ney At; Le.w 
:·nnk or A!nericn :..u.)ldinr..: ... 
san D1oro 1, ~ ~  

~~  •;, es ~  Lumb·lr Gompa.ny 
vs . 
~  ~. '  o:; c ~  1" :; o . 

I und fl l":l t:.u;d ~~  t ' ~  ~  ~ !'l·:s . ~  
o. :T r ··ed on payr:lt"Jnt by ~  . le t'1}H)r :Jo . t o 
''.'o,st .r.n LUf'l.! t· · J0. 13JO:LtY _ n ~~... ,o :-cum(,: ... ~- ~ . . . 
'l'hls DO O-:n ~  l"lO to Oe U .:.'air ndJU!" t-:nant. 

I onolcs e ~  ~ ~  of 
'ih A no t1l')n, whlo h yc. l R ro at t· .o ri ~~  to usa 
upon ra'7!1:; t 1ng ~  ~  ~ 1,n [,umt •) r ~  the 

I' ""I') t:: i') 0 0 0 3 U r.l O t ·r '·• v' • • 

lhnnlcln · -ou for 'If' 1:-- c .. . . ~ '  • e s 
L 

In ~~~  ~ ~ ~  I · m 

~  
Enc. 
cc - Steve Fletcher 

Ed Flo tcher Co. 
1020 9th Ave. 
~  Diego, Cnlif. 

Yo' t .:1 ory truly, 

u. 

• A • 

I - -



11 .. 

t,\ • It I U t lit I lie 14\ t1 If II.U I . U 

• ".\ •• I) I ·.(:( 

S ptembe 26, 1949. 

ece ved or ~  etcher Con,pany the sttm of 

$2,500 .00 for es ern Lumber Co . p ny 
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