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Quinton, Codo & 111 1 1 
GOS • lOtb treet, 
Los Angeles, Oalit. 

~ dear Kr. Bill: 

. , 

Attention Yr. loy Hill 

: hcx,r t!lt:.t 'tJle cit~ of Oceunsidt. s emplo.red you 
t.o dete:uinn cc.rtain &J.ter ri ts on the San LUis 
!Lay- P.:! ver for ·the oi 1:\;. 

I i'irst made a tentative otter to the oitq or Oceanside 
and then to tha Oceo.n91de -·Oarlsbad people in the mat,ter 
or taking ov_r thtl S}Xu;ld lng rl to ot about 1400 
3ares of ri. risn -lnnds, the surplus e.tor between 

San Luis IU.ssian and the oae&n including 
:1 deed to about. 400 2ar93 or riparian landa. 

The city oz." Oc~side• bonding margin is so small 
e a re in r~ posi ~on to assist tA~ 1n getting a 
ater suppq for their territory at 8 small expense. 

I auld like to go over this matter ith you 
at your enrlient conveDience sOJM time in the near 
future. 

Enalo find 110p aJaowing land in red owned by the 
Spaulding estate and 1n cross lines in green where 

o the surplus water. lands in green 
a cmed by" outsiders and ve oliq the r1 t to 

develop such ter as they oaD use on eir own 
lands. 

I will be glad to go into this matter ri.th you 
in the near tut • 

Xourn truly 1 

El: 

0 

l ; ... 
, 

• 

Oct ober Tenth, 
1 9 2 9 

Mr. Oberle~ Gous, City T~ Col lector , 
Occunside1 
Cellfornlt! . 

Dear Sira 

Enclosed find t:.;.; stat e1:1ent of our l"o'7erty 
~Yill you kini l y send us ta:: bill51 ~c,. oh ... i~c • 

Your~ txr~ly, 

IAEF: Iut 



Tax Collector1 

Ci ts or oceenside, 
Cal i fornia. 

Dear Sirl 

DeceQber hirtieth• 
1 9 2 9 

Enclose{! !.ind check for $160.51 to cover the 
enclosed tax otnto~e~ts except on Lot5 91 10, 11 
una 12~ Block 27 occanoidc T~siteAddition. 

Hill you kin~ return receipted bills for the 
~1E0,31 nnd nlso n ser~ate bill £or the 
Oce~s:de To:msite Addition, und obli&;e 

Yourn truly, 

: 

. . 

(THIS SlOE O~CARO IS FOR ADDRESS) 

;E/.1-'h·~ 
/?~ /Uf ?./' 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 

•' 
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Attention Property Owners 
.. ... 

If you o\vn any property in the City of Oceanside 
and wish ta.x statement mailed you, send us correct and 
full desctiption of property on 'vhich you \vish to pay 
ta.-,:es, giving your correct address. 

City t:Lxes are due and payable November 1st, and 
become ·delinquent on the Jast l\Ionday in December. 

' CHARLES GOSS, City Tax Collector . 
Oceansfc!c, California 

October Savetlth1 
1 9 0 ~ 

Honorable Mayor & Citf Council, 
Oceanside, 
Califorrds. 

(!entlemen: 

This will confim our off'er f'or nn 
increased ':later SU!)ply for the city of Oceanside 
a s verbully outlined by Uz· . rtilliel.'l Lovett, attvrney 
for the Sp.s.ul ng Estete et our n1eeting uith your 
honorable bod~ [ednescley, Octobet• 1st, 1951 subject 
to i.tll agreement oeing p1~pared 7li t h condition~ .• utuall.y 
satisiactorJ und prottctine all partieo in intcl~eet • 

The understcnding is tllnt ecrly action 
illll be taken if the city of Ocev.nsicie :.s intL·r ested. 

Believlng that .. e ·e&n solve this 
water problcn on on equable basis ond nt tlll carl.y 
date ana llSb1lring you o£ cooperat ·on, I t!..'U 

Sincerely you~s, 

Agent 

E.F: .A&l 

• 
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Col. Ed Fle~er, 
1020 Ninth ~treet, 
San Diogo , Celi£. 

D ar Col. Fletcher: 

Oceanside, California 
October 291 1931. 

The Chnmber of Commerce rJnter Cot:imi ttee 
recoCI!Uends that the City CQUilcl.l. of 0ce.ans1de offer 
tht! strm ol: l''ii"teen l'nous~d .UoUru.·:; (.l'lf>,OOO.OO) for 
the complete n-ater rights on the ~ey forty-eight 
acr~s being the \1ater rl~hts heretofore under dis-
cussi~n ns belongin& to the Spaudling interests. 

We would like to be ruvored •v.ith your 
opinion as to whether thl s otrer would receive con-
::;ldtration. 

GUhR 

Yours ·ry truly, 

DAVID RORICK 

P. .. s. REID 

Sc;ptemb~r Si t£;- l.:nth, 
1 9 z l 

Honorable Llu··ar & common Council, 
Oc .. unside, 
Ce.litornia. 

GenUC'uc:;n: 

In connection ~lth our inrorM?l neGotia ti ~- s 

r c ac .:Jil"ing il'""' L~r, l und or w~ter rlghtco or Jo-:.!: .from 
the Spcr.lldin Estn t e , us th ir agent, if :.:.cr _ .- r.,,J.e t . 
:~ou; I ;;ould ~ik~ to hav._ a C·:l!lft::rt:nC - ct an "!..J rl:,' 
da.te, som e:v~ninc; as I h&vc e. plan of setu~.r:.ent th~t 

may be of int -r .t. 

Tht:l .. ' is &~.:... v cht.nc _ s of 1 5. tiga tion., 
othe rttlsu . T i!3 is not .int..:!1d(;.!a as a thr~e t. 1 
h ve in nind the niA.'tecn yen:·s o _- litigaticr. ~n th : Sa!! 
lJi ·go hi ver thn t has cost San Dier;o , th , district t:.nd 
ourselves ove:r t Jlilllon ooll~l5 and yet no s~ttle.~ent 
hns been made . 

I bclicvt: can br: or assistance to the 
ci t'J of Oceunside in bringing about w. {.r.!icable 
scttlr:nent. ai th t he Sp::~.: lo:int !!.sta.te. 

Let :ce .-:no11 if w . cr-Jl iutv~ e conr r .nee .... ncl 
if so what, dute. 

I sut,g st thut your attorney h"' pr ·o nt 
at the con~ercnce, i r any is held. 

\i~i tlng your r eply, 

Yours vr:ry truly, 

EF:ASK 
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JOliN Jl . LANrH:S 
t'lt1 Clnk aad AutaJOr GlT\' CO lN II. CITY OF OCEAN IDE 

J. F. :\IARTIN. llaJ"ot 

l>R. J. B. OOSNELL 

CIU·s. .\ . li .\RKS 

W. SPBSCER 

nYFlCE 01-' 

CITY CLERK and ASSESSOR 

A. \\', !\IANNINli 
UtJ1Ul1 Cltrk 

CIIAS. ~U:INZI-tll 
Utputy 1'al Coll«tor 

f.. T. IHH-!IIllf.N 
\\'altr SUiteri Dl~lllll'nl 

J. F.. JUN .. "~ 
'It)' ' l'rc• ••lttr 

S. STEPIIESSF.N eceanside, Galifonzia 
March twenty-second 1932 

Mr. Ed Fletcher. 
1020 Ninth Avenue, 
San Diego, California. 

Dear Mr. Fletcher: 

• 
I . I \ 

.. 

We have considered your communication 

with .regard to calling a meeting to discuss the water 
question. 

Will you please advise us jus~ what matters you wish to 
take up? We can then later set a date to see just what is 
best to be done. 

Very truly yours, 

~r:;-~ 91ft~ 
Mayor for Oceanside 

01 t_:; .• f Ucr.t ... .:.~uc 
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arch Sixteenth 
l 9 5 ;! 

... ll~ ... ·i.'tble; .!.o.jor ~. Co:.;~.on Cc mcil 
Oc: · ~it! a, C:ili t rni r. 

!.::. c .- .~ ...... ~nc; •. ~t · .0-:;:r- . fGrt, ~{ t"t;Z~t;;nn1 ?re. ·l~ont 

~ ~ · 1Jct:.:n£:i '"- ~ t.!lt')-1 ·: ... -v .... t· Co . .. "c:ny, :·. i1i -:liEUi1 Lcv'3tt, 1'\ . pl~·o;oent-
.. ~ : .• h~ S. • ·...;l ·:r..t, -.._,~vo , en- J.'cy" ... "'~f, .:u ·,·!::..5 .JUJ;r,csted t~<tt Me ~~ra. 
K.r· :: -:-::1~ • ::... t. .E I .::~ctor· v: t.he Occ~nsid.e .. utunl f:'lli'A. r CtJmpany 
;1 ;_ ~ ~: :. ,.,; ... ~y;.r .. ~d Ci t.y Council t.nd Oat .r Co~ t teo o . Oc~f1nside 
r! 1 • 'l.. • .. r• ~ rc t:) o:. · • ..... ~ • 1 .,_, u" ... .~.. r.. ... · ~ ~u-:.. ··- .: l .L.U .... ~. • • • c;..,t • J.V •• ~ . 

.. . ~"· :;:' :.t:..'l.,::•.... \.:· · ... coi!il!g wr:ek eYc~ptint- Thurcci ~ J o.nd 
:: ... ... :.::t.. ·;; .!. ., s~ ,ts : ~ctory w us if 1 t is ~ you . 

· .-. r~J CL J. t ct' t :!.l.s c..:v! ~ · c~ kl.'1til:-; let .!De kno·.; iC • • w 

y · J .1:..1" .... t..: .. t ci thc::r tot l'JllC".hL~n or e.t ~?. •u • s. me c::i't_rnoon 
· c.:!:iilL ~.€ ·.:t - . uJ.:- "Jve~ aatter thut I !lll snrc- ..,re ';f 
~ .:n~c-1' w:, t .~ 'tl _ entire com:.unl tv. 

C ' .l. : .. . J 't legr-dp' ~t;; :..t ~y expense \! :.r~v day and ho!Jr 
-4ill .)€- ~'T~r: bl c..nd I .ill ~ t:.e invi~tior. to the other 
~~rticG ~~ :nt£res~. 

i i'• • C1r 
;j- • ..:!.~ 

• 

.. . .. 1 
CUYAMACA 
SOLANA BEACH 
FLETCHER HILLS ' i 

PJNE HILLS 
GROSS MONT 
AVOCADO ACRES . 

lfib ~Ittdtcr Cl!ontpuuu 
1020 NINTH AVENUE 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

To the Citizens ot Oceanside 
Oceanside, Cal i.fornia 

December First 
1 9 5 2 

Probably the most important issue before the City or Ocean-
side today is a permanent sup~ of good water. The quality of your 
present water is poor, alkaline, hard on the individual who drinks it 
practically unfit tor agricultural purposes, and so bad that I have 1 

been intor.medyour ice compe~ and laun~ are considering other sources 
ot sup~. . 

Having for twenv five years been engaged in promoting water 
developnent in this counv, identified w1 th the construction of Henshaw 
DaJB, Lake Hodges, and for sixteen years manager and part owner or the 
Cuyamaca System., I can truthful l;y say your water d:tua tion is precarious, 
both as to your rights :to water and the quillv of your present supply. 
We do not question the city or Oceanside's ownership of an;y water that 
it has developed hereto.f'ore1 olicy' to that water developed within t.b.e 
last five years, 

I am writing as a triend1 aeldng you at this critical moment 
to get together and solve your water problems. I am f'urnishiDg the 
following information, for the reason that I do not belleve the c1 tizens 
at large lmow the situation, and when they :find it out to be as I state 
they will solve this p."'blem in an equable manner, withbut litigation 
and for the benefit ot posterity. 

The Ci'tir or Oceanside is not wi+J:tin the watershed or tbe 
San Luis Bey Bi ver. Legally you had no right to take that water as a 
riparian owner, and it is o~ a matter or tJme when you will be involved 
in endless litigation. After 25 years in the water game I am trying to 
save you and the owners of the water rights or the San Luis Bey- Valley-, 
which I represent, from legal entanglements, endless litigation, and 
tor years to come 1 furnish a black eye to the communi v. · 

The following is a resume or the negotiations to date. Two 
;years ago, or more, I asked tor ·a conference with the Civ CouncU or 
Oceanside, and the trustees ot the Oceanside Mutual Water Compev, the 
idea being either to make a contract. with the c1V' to bey' water and also 
make a contract with the Oceanside Mutual Water Compan;y to sell it 
addi'!'ional water, or, pref'erab~, the Oceanside Mutual Water CompalV' and 
the J~itq ot·Octtanside join in toge.ther on some basis and bU7 a penument 
supp.q- or water, ~oh the Spaulding Estate oms, approximatel7 2,000 · 
acres ot riparian rights and 1000 acres ot land 1n one b~ which lies 
just east ot the City' ot Oceanside's pumping plant. The negotiations 
were taken under conalderation. 
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• 
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At another meeting the State Engineer ot California, Mr. 
Edward H;yatt~ met with representati vas of the Ci v ot Oceanside and the 
Oceanside Mutual Water Company. He told . them ot the precariousness of 
their situation and the necessity- tor action, also the danger ot litigation -
but all to no avail. 

'!'he Oceanside llutual. Water Compa'V recognizes the rights and 
ownership or the water as claimed by the Spaulding Estate. They have 
come to terms as to quanti v and price of' water, and it it were not for the 
attitude or the City or Oceuside, a contract would be signed today on a 
basis or 1 1/2 cents per h1mdred cubic teet or water. The City- or Oceanside 
has been made the same offer tor a permanent supp~. The City could 
acquire all or the holdings or the Spaulding Estate, on easy terms and 
satisfactory price. The City would then be in a position to make a contract 
with the Oceanside Mutual water Company al.ong the same lines that have 
been tentatively agreed upon with the Spaulding Estate representatives, 
thereby bringing in revenue and helping to finance this vi tal necessi V. 

The lands or the Spaulding Estate stretch across the San 
Lms Rey Valley- for a mile or more, up and down stream. 

. 
It is JIJ'3' intention to call a mass meeting on 

present the facts to the public, and with rJIY· attorney be there to answer any 
and al1 questions. 

If' a settlement or tbis ma.tter is not made that is equable 
and f'air to al.1 parties, endless litigation will certaiticy follow, and 
in the long ron, as in the Paramotm.t Right case on the San Diego R1 ver 1 
we will spend more in litigation alone than the entire project involved. 

I have recommended to the c1'f11 council or Oceanside that they 
invite the State Engineer o£ California, our highest author! v in the 
statet, to investigate and make a report to the ciV councU as to the 
possibilities ot a water su~, and what is necessaiy to protect your 
tuture needs. This suggestion has been completely ignored. 

I have many friends in Oceanside. I have written this letter 
f'rom a reeling of' friendship and a desire to be or some assistance in 
settling your water questions. I have retrained from taking this public 
attitude hoping for a triend]y solution. I cannot get it from your 
present city cotmcil. 1(1 obligation to this communit,y and to rq friends 
ceases it we cannot solve this water problem in a way that is equable and 
tair to all p.rties in interest. 

Iours verr tru17, 

EF:ASK 
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This letter sent to ~~qor · and cit7 Council-, oceanside 
Carlsbad llutU~(lfater Compan:r. 
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Yay 15, 1945 

Mr. John H. Landes, Cit;r Clerk 
Ci~ of Oceanside, 
C:Ilifornia 

. ' 
Dear r;~. Lende:s: 

-=~ . 
< 

We rocci7cd tho Grcnt Deed to t he Jcenside 
Lots thio Qorning and ~nk you for same • 

At one time on a. cortifi&?.te of redatlPtion • sent us you had a notation that The Street Bond Collection 
Service had a District 41 1911 Street Improvement Bond on Lots 
5 and 6 of ~·ers & McCom:>ars .Addj tion. Wa undm:·stund that 
our settl.emant ui th you cleared this bond up, but I would 
like a repzy to this effect so I can so mark tiff records. 

lours very trticy, 

ED FLETCHER CO~&iP ANY 

-.. 



MAYOR 
Tlal HCN.IMM 

C O U N CILMEN 
Alln'MUII L. B•rTKH 
~C. E. BltODC 
1..EOM41tD SNYODI 

AL.&IOlT bl.l:ll 

.. 

.JOHN H . LANDES 
cart CLDIC AND AIIDIOJt 

T&LZPHOM!t 21:17 
OCEANSIDE. CALIFORNIA 

.:ay 17th, 1945 

..JD ~L3TGHt:.R COr.TPA.IT, 
1020 Ninth Avenue, 

an ) ie . o 1, California. 
:. ; ss _ • L. .. ay, Secretary. 

Dear , !iss .:e.y: 

C:tT't TIUIAIUitllt AND TAX COU.ac:toa 
W. R. ClllllOAR 

e U,.&IUNTKHDDfT OP' IT1t&CTI 
IIRNDT. A. TAYLOR 

a UPDtNTDIDDIT WATliW Dll"AIITMIINT 
• · A. WU'all 

I Uil.OlNO 1NIPICt01t 
OlEO. W . 8CHMIDT 

The deed issued by the Clty cancels only 
City r nd County tax and assessment liens . Assessments 
lliade for ·~ork done· under tne 1911 Improvement Act are 
private liens just like any mortgage. It will be necessary 
!"or you to negotiate with the o'.'.rners of the bonds to e;et 
the best terms uossible. You can make payment t~ugh the 
City Treasurer of Oceanside . ~!owever, if you do this you 
will be obliged to pay all penal ties and interest that 
have accrued while you may get better terms by dealing 
dir~ct with the Street Bond ~ervice ':.irs . Farrington) . 

Yours very 

Landes , l ty Clerk , 
side, Cali£ornia . 
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Mr. w. R. Cregar, 
Ci cy Treasurer 
Oceanside, California 

My dear Mr. Cregar: 

M8y 25, 1945 

We have purchased f r om the Street Bond Collection 

Service the bonds against J.ots 5 and 6, Block 46 Myers and McQ:>mbera 
. 

Addition, end enclose the bonds herewith for cancellation on your 

records. 

Registered t!ni J 
Return Receipt 

KindlY send us receipt for these bondsJ and oblige 

Yours very trul,y, 

ED Fr.~TCHER CO;!P Alff 

Mrs . Farrington sni d that she sur gested holding .these bonds as if the 
buyer things they are still outstanding we may be nblc to ndd enough to 
price t o get our money back., ie ~95 . 53 . 



Ed Fletcher Papers

1870-1955

MSS.81

Box: 20 Folder: 21

General Correspondence - Oceanside, Calif. -
Mayor and City Council and other city offices

Copyright: UC Regents

Use: This work is available from the UC San Diego Libraries. This digital copy of
the work is intended to support research, teaching, and private study.

Constraints: This work is protected by the U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Use of this work beyond that allowed by "fair use" requires written permission of
the UC Regents. Permission may be obtained from the UC SanDiego Libraries
department having custody of the work (http://libraries.ucsd.edu/collections/mscl/).
Responsibility for obtaining permissions and any use and distribution of this work
rests exclusively with the user and not the UC San Diego Libraries.


	mss81_r20_f21_147
	mss81_r20_f21_148
	mss81_r20_f21_149
	mss81_r20_f21_150
	mss81_r20_f21_151
	mss81_r20_f21_152
	mss81_r20_f21_153
	mss81_r20_f21_154
	mss81_r20_f21_155
	mss81_r20_f21_156

