
Jose Jacques Medina was arrested by the FBI on 
March 29, 1976 in Los Angeles, California. Since then 
the United States government has attempted to deport 
him to Mexico, where he awaits imprisonment, torture 
and probable death. 

One of the myths accepted by the "free world" is the 
concept of Mexico as a progressive nation. While this 
has been true in matters of foreign affairs, Mexico's 
domestic front has a history of repression against those 
who sought to build movements independent from the 
established system. 

Jose Jacques Medina is an attorney educated at the 
National University of Mexico, who has a long history of 
constantly working for the democratic rights of 
workers in both Mexico and the U.S. As a law student 
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he was a leader and organizer of the largest 
student-worker movement in Mexico's history. He 
founded Ha.Vi.Si. Peoples Law Office, named after 
Che's slogan - Hasta la Victoria Siempre - which 
functioned and still does, to give free counsel to 
peasants and workers often betrayed by sold-out 
lawyers and union leaders. In the 1968 movement he 
organized the defense of political prisoners and openly 
denounced the inequities of the Mexican prison system. 
He was the first attorney to denounce the common 
practice of women prisoners by authorities. 

In Mexico, Medina became deeply involved in the 
independent labor union movement. He was a primary 
force in organizing the railroad workers independent 
movement and was one of the organizers that helped 
unionize the workers of the National University of 
Mexico. In these and other unions that Medina helped 
organize, a staunch independence from the government 
is maintained, as these are organizations where the 
democratic will of workers guides their future. 

Jose Jacques Medina, always active in movements 
seeking to end the exploitation of Mexican workers and 
peasants, became a target of political persecution of the 
Mexican government as well as right-wing groups 
operating under protection of the authorities. He was 
forced to flee Mexico to avoid assasination, and in 1973 
he entered the U.S. Since his entry here, he has 
continued his organizing activities exemplifying that 
oppression is one without borders. 

Once in the U.S., and although it was not his intention 
to stay here, Jose Jacques Medina initiated unionizing 
campaigns and participated in many strikes, always 
fighting for decent wages, better working conditions 
and democratic rights for workers with or without 
documents; workers of both sexes and all races. An 
active member of CASA-General Brotherhood of 

Workers, Medina has used his legal resources to teach 
labor and immigration laws to workers and students. 
His most recent work has been the formation or 
C.O.D.I.L. (Workers Committee to Defend the Undo-
cumented in Struggle). This growing worker organiza-
tion is an instrument of workers resistance through 
which INS raids have been victoriously stopped at some 
factories. The reinstatement of undocumented workers 
that returned from deportation has also been obtained. 
CODIL demands that the rights of undocumented 
workers be recognized inside union, workplaces and the 
communities. 

Jose Jacques Medina's arrest by the FBI was clearly 
part of the U.S. government's campaigns to disrupt a 
growing movement demanding democratic rights for 
the undocumented workers. After questioning him 
about his activities, Medina was turned over to the 
Immigration and Naturalization Services for deporta-
tion, charged as "an undocumented revolutionary." 

To this date, the government has been unable to 
prove Medina an "illegal", and it is clear that he is 
wanted not for "being without documents", but because 
of the work he has done. An indication of this desire to 
punish him was the setting bail at $5,000, as compared 
to the average $500 in other Immigration cases. 

Since then, a series of unparalleled prejudice and 
discriminatory practices have been used against 
Medina. His case however is not an isolated one as these 
are common INS practices against men, women and 
children without documents. These criminal acts are 
experienced by workers who confront discriminatory 
hiring practices, below subsistence wages and the 
worse working conditions. The terror of INS raids are 
massive deportations a constant reality which ruin 
their lives and breaks up their families in violation of 
every human right. 

Medina fights not only for his right to be in this 



country, but as he has said: "I want the right to work 
and live in peace with my family, without my people 
being persecuted." The legal strategy of his case is 
based on a struggle to set precedents for all 
undocumented people subjected to INS Kangaroo 
Courts. He has established concrete demands, such as 
that of the right to free counsel, the right to due 
process, sufficient time to prepare a defense and the 
right to public hearings in order to expose and end the 
discrimination and racism of courts against Latino 
people. 

Why Political Asylum? 

A key element in the case is his demand for political 
asylum, not only linked to the persecution against 
Medina in Mexico but also the understanding that this 
conflict is of a political as well as economical character. 

Political asylum has been a right limited to the 
political right wing, fascists and Nazis, but not to 
supporters of democratic movements. It has not been 
granted to a Mexican during the 20th Century. The 
significance of winning this struggle would be to 
effectively force the U.S. government to publicly 
acknowledge the repressive aspects of it's domination 
over Mexico. Political asylum was requested of the 
Department of State on July, 1976. This request was 
supported by twenty letters for Jose Jacques Medina 
from Mexican independent unions that Medina helped 
to organize, as well as affidavits from experts as to the 
political conditions in Mexico. In addition, more than 
15,000 signatures supporting the demand for asylum, 
have been received by the State Department, along 
with hundreds of telegrams and letters. Delegations 
have visited the State Dept. in Washington, D.C. to 
emphasize the strength of Medina's support. 

Asylum Denied 

There exists within the Carter Administration an 
apparent contradiction shown by the fact that while on 
the one hand it is based on a strong crusade toward 
human rights it has, nonetheless, violated the rights of 
thousands of undocumented workers through Carter's 
cabinet proposals on Immigration. It has denied 

Celebrate a year of resistance against deportation. 
Help us win poltitical asylum. Send letters and 
telegrams protesting denial of political asylum to Jose 
Jacques Medina, Case No. A-20564470 to; 

Cirus Vance 
Department of State 
2201 "C" St. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Join Medina's Defense Committee in Los Angeles or 
National Support actions by contacting our supporting 
organizations in your city. Send contributions to help in 
the defense to: 

Jose Medina Defense Committee 
1523 E. Brooklyn Ave. 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90033 

undocumented workers basic civil liberties, the right to 
peacefully work and coexist in the U.S. The policies of 
Nixon, Ford, etc. continue. On March, 1977, Jose 
Medina was also denied his right for political asylum. If 
deported, Medina will be separated from his wife and 
children and will face long imprisonment and probable 
death. In 1976 over 100,000 undocumented workers 
were deported from Los Angeles County alone. 
Thousands of families were permanently separated. 
These policies continue even though President Carter 
said: "Whenever possible, we will not separate 
families." 

Growing Support for Medina 

The Jose J. Medina Defense Comm. has been actively 
resisting deportation for over a year now. The pace of 
activities has accelerated especially during the months 
of January, February and March by rallies held in 
major cities such as: Los Angeles, New York, Chicago, 
Washington, Detroit, Houston, Milwaukee, Seattle, San 
Jose, San Francisco and other major cities. A strong 
multiracial defense committee is based in Los Angeles 
headed by Leonard Weinglass, Peter Schey, Antonio 
Rodriguez and other lawyers, students and workers. 
The case is supported by the National Lawyers Guild, 
International Longshoremen and Warehousemen Un-
ion, United Electrical Workers, CASA-HGT, Coalition 
for Fair Immigration Laws and Practices, L.A. 
Committee in Defense of the Bill of Rights, L.A. 
Coalition Against Police Abuse, Alliance Against Racist 
and Political Repression, La Raza Law Students 
Association, Venceremos Brigade, Church of Survival, 
Workers World Party, Youth Against War and Fascism 
and other organizations. 

Support is growing rapidly but we must increase 
tenfold before the government is compelled to heed the 
demands of Jose Medina and all undocumented workers 
for full democratic rights, and the rights to work 
without fear of persecution. Medina will continue his 
fight to remain in this country and work for the right of 
all workers, with or without documents. Our strength is 
in unity. Join with Jose Jacques Medina in his struggle. 

POLITICAL ASYLUM NOW! 

President James E. Carter 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 



Desde que el FBI arresto a Jose Jacques Medina el 29 
de marzo de 1976 en Los Angeles, el gobierno de E.U. 
intenta deportarlo a Mexico donde confronta encarce-
lamiento, tortura y la posible muerte. 

Entre los mitos aceptados por el "mundo Libre" esta el 
concepto de Mexico como nation progresista. Mientras 
esto es cierto en asuntos extranjeros, el frente 
domestic° mexicano tiene una larga historia de 
represion contra aquellos/as que buscan construir 
movimientos independientes del sistema de un solo 
partido. 

Jose Jacques Medina es un abogado educado en la 
Universidad Nacional Aut6noma de Mexico, que tiene 
una larga historia de lucha por los derechos democrati-
cos de trabajadores/as, ambos en Mexico y E.U. Como 
estudiante de Derecho fue uno de los lideres y 

Jose J. Medina 

dem an dando 

ASILO 

POLITICO 

Derechos Humanos Para 
Jose/Jacques Medina 

Asilo Politico Ahora! 
organizadores del movimiento obrero/estudiantil de 
mayor magnitud en la historia de Mexico. Fund6 el 
Bufete Juridico Popular Ha.Vi.Si. nombrado por el 
slogan del Che: Hasta la Victoria Siempre, que todavia 
funciona asesorando gratuitamente a campesinos/as y 
obreros/as frecuentemente traicionados por abogados y 
lideres vendidos. 

En el movimiento del 68, organiz6 la defensa de 
presos/as politicos, abiertamente denunciando las 
inequidades del sistema penal mexicano. Fue el primer 
abogado que denuncio la practica comun de ultraje a 
mujeres en prisi6n, por las autoridades penales. 

Medina se envolvio profundamente en el movimiento 
sindicalista independiente de Mexico y fue una fuerza 
primordial en la organization del movimiento ferrocar-
rilero independiente. Fue tambien uno de los que ayud6 
a sindicalizar a los trabajadores de la Universidad de 
Mexico. En todos los sindicatos que Medina ayud6 a 
organizar, se ha mantenido la independencia del 
gobierno. En estas organizaciones, es la voluntad 
democratica de los trabajadores/as la fuerza que 
determina su futuro. 

Jose Jacques Medina, si,inpre activo en movimientos 
para abolir la expolotacion de campesinos/as y 
obreros/as Mexicanos, se hizo blanco de la persecusion 
del gobierno y de grupos derechistas que operan bajo su 
completa protection. Fue forzado por tanto a huir de 
Mexico para salvar su vida y entr6 en Estados Unidos, 
donde continuo sus actividades organizativas enten-
diendo que la lucha contra la opresi6n no tiene 
fronteras. 

En E.U., y aunque no fue su intention permanecer 
aqui, Jose Jacques Medina inicio camparias sindicales y 
ha participado en muchas huelgas, siempre luchando 
por mejores sueldos, mejores condiciones y derechos 
democraticos nara trabajadores/as con on sin documen- 

tos; trabajadores de ambos sexos y de todas las 
razas. Miembro activo de CASA-HGT, Medina ha usado 
sus recursos legales para enseriar derecho obrero y 
leyes de inmigracion a trabajadores/as y estudiantes. 
Su trabajo laboral mas reciente ha sido la formation del 
C.O.D.I.L. (Comite Obrero en Defensa del Indocumen-
tado/a en Lucha). Esta creciente organizaci6n obrera es 
un instrumento de resistencia a tray& del cual las 
redadas de inmigracion fueron victoriosamente elimi 
nadas en algunos fabricas, donde se obtuvo la 
remstalacion de obreros/as que regresaron al haber 
sido deportados. CODIL demanda que se reconozcan los 
derechos de trabajadores/as indocumentados/as dentro 
de sindicatos, contratos laborales y comunidades. 

El arresto de Medina por el FBI file claramente 
de la ..ampaiia del gobierno estadounidense para 
romper el movimiento por derechos democraticos del 
pueblo indocumentado. Luego de interrogarlo acerca de 
sus actividades, el FBI entree) a Medina al Servicio de 
Inmigracion y Naturalization con el cargo de ser un 
"revolucionario indocumentado". 

Hasta la fecha, el gobierno no ha podido probar que 
Medina sea "ilegal", y es bien claro que se le persigue 
por el trabajo que ha hecho y no por no tener 
documentos. Una indication de esto es la exorbitante 
fianza de $5,000 que se le impuso en comparacion a los 
$500 de fianza en otros casos de la migra. 

Desde entonces Medina ha confrontado una serie de 
practicas descriminatorias y racistas. Pero este no es un 
caso aislado;son las practicas comunes de "la Migra" 
contra mujeres, hombres y niiios sin documentos. 
Contra obreros y obreras que confrontan practicas 
discrimination de empleo, sueldos bajisimos, peores 
condiciones de trabajo. El terror de las redadas de "la 
Migra" y masivas deportaciones son su realidad, al 
quebrarse sus familias en violation de todo derecho 



humano. 
Medina lucha por su derecho y el de todo 

trabajador/a a trabajar en este pais. Ha explicado que 
quiere el derecho a trabajar y vivir en paz con su 
familia. sin la persecusion contra su pueblo. 

La estrategia legal del caso busca crear precedentes 
para el pueblo indocumentado sujeto a cortes injustas. 
Ha establecido demandas concretas como la de derecho 
a asesoramiento legal gratuito, derecho a procedi-
miento, tiempo suficiente para preparar la defensa, y el 
derecho a audiencias pablicas donde se exponga y 
elimine el racismo en las cortes contra el pueblo latino. 

iPor Quo Asilo Politico? 

Un elemento clave es la demanda de asilo politico 
conectada a la persecusion contra Medina en Mexico, y 
exponente de que el conflicto es tan politico como 
econOmico. El derecho a asilo politico se ha limitado a 
"la derecha politica", facistas y nazis en vez de a 
apoyantes de movimientos democraticos. No se le ha 
otorgado a ningfin Mexicano en este siglo. Ganar esta 
lucha, significaria forzar al gobierno estadounidense a 
reconocer publicamente los aspectos represivos de su 
dominio sobre Mexico. 

Se solicit6 asilo politico del Dpto. de Estado en Julio 
de 1976 apoyado por veinte cartas de sindicatos 
independientes de Mexico que Medina asesor6, junto 
con declaraciones juradas de expertos politicos expli-
cando las condiciones en Mexico y el peligro que all 
correria Medina. En el Dpto. de Estado se han recibido 
15,000 firmas en apoyo de la demanda de asilo, 
conjuntamente con cientos de telegramas y cartas. 
Tambien han visitado al Dpto. de Estado en Washing-
ton, delegaciones enfatizando la fuerza de apoyo a 
Medina. 

Se Le Niega El Asilo 

La Administration de Carter, "abogando por los 
derechos humanos" (seem ellos) ha despojado de sus 

Nuestra fuerza es la unidad. iCelebremos un alio de 
resistencia! IGanemos el asilo politico! Unete a la lucha 
de Jose Jacques Medina. Envia cartas y telegramas 
protestando la negation de asilo y demandando 
derechos humanos a Jose Jacques Medina, caso no. 
A-20564470 a: 

Cirus Vance 
Secretary of State 
State Department 
2201 C St. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Ingresa al Comite de Defensa a Medina en Los Angeles, 
o imete a las acciones de Apoyo Nacional contactando 
organizaciones de apoyo en to ciudad. 

Contribuciones monetarias se agradecen: 
Comite de Defensa a Jose Medina 
1523 E. Brooklyn Ave. 
L.A. CA. 90033 

derechos a miles de personas sin documentos, a tray& 
de las propuestas de su gabinete, sobre inmigraci6n, 
continuando asi las polizas de Nixon, Ford, etc.  

En marzo de 1977, negaron tambien a Medina su 
derecho a asilo. Si se le deporta, se le separara de su 
esposa e hijos, ademas de enfrentarlo a la prisi6n y a la 
posible muerte. 

En 1976 se deport6 a mas de 100,000 trabajadores/as 
indocumentados del conciado de Los Angeles solamente. 
Miles de familias fueron permanentemente separadas. 
Estas p6lizas continfian aun cuando el Presidente 
Carter dice que "Trataremos de no separar familias 
mientras este a nuestro alcance." 

Apoyo Crece 

En Enero, Febrero y Marzo de 1977, se llevaron a 
cabo mitines en_ apoyo a la demanda de Medina en Los 
Angeles, Nueva York, Chicago, San Jose, Seattle, 
Washington D.C., Houston, Detroit, Milwaukee y otras 
ciudades. Un fuerte Comite multiracial en su defensa 
con base en Los Angeles, esta encabezado por notables 
abogados como Leonard Weinglass, Peter Schey, 
Antonio Rodriguez y otros, ademis de estudiantes y 
trabajadores y trabajadoras. El comite activamente ha 
resistido la deportation por mas de un ail°. La defensa 
cuenta con el apoyo de : el Gremio Nacional de 
Abogados, el Sindicato de Trabajadores Electricos, la 
Coalition por Practicas Justas de Inmigraci6n, CASA-
HGT, el Sindicato de Estibadores y Almaceneros, el 
Comite de Defensa de la Carta de Derechos, la Alianza 
Contra Represion Politico-Racial, la Brigada Vencere-
mos, el Partido Mundo Obrero, Juventud Contra 
Guerra y Fascismo y muchas otras organizaciones. 

El apoyo crece pero debemos multiplicarnos muchas 
veces, antes de que el gobierno decida acceder a las 
demandas de Medina y del pueblo indocumentado por 
sus derechos de trabajar Libre de miedo y persecusi6n. 

Medina continuara la lucha por permanecer en el pais 
y por obtener trabajos para todos con o sin documentos. 

LA L UCHA OBRERA NO LA 
PARA LA FRONTERA 

;ASILO POLTICO AHORA! 

Presidente Carter 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 
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