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PATROL REPORT
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GREEN_RIVER PATROL NO,3 OF 122}-&:

INTRODUCATION;

sen River Patrol No, 3 of 1973-7+ was mounted from
Green River Patrol Post on Tuesday the 6th Rovember 1973,

6 maln object of the Patrol was for the purpose of
carrying out routine administratlon, anmal census revision and also
to compile an area study for the area patrolled,

The Patrol was also to concentrate on Political Educat-
ion which the Patrol considered to be very important,

members of the Royal Papua Ney Guinea Constabula

had accom; ed the Patre] inaadition to these a medical personne
had joinedin as well, for %he purpose of checking on the general
health conditions as well as giving the following injections: T.B.,
small pPox, and hooping-co’ugh in the area studied,

This was my first visit into the area 80 1t also served
@8 an familiarisation Patrol,

All the objects of the Patrol were carried out 8uccessfully
No_ shortage of fresh food ang water was experienced. There WES no diffi.

culty when obtaining cargo carriers,




Western boundary is the Yapsei River.

The area studied is a part of the Idam Yapsei
Census Division., The average height of the mountain ranges is
5000 feet although all the villages visited are situated above
500 feet. The two main rivers are IDAM river and Northern branch
of May river., The whole area is drained into these rivers by
mumerous small streams and creeks ,These two rivass eventually
Join in the Sepik River,

The Southern portion of the area is part of the
West Landslip Range. The Northern part is mainly river flats and
swamps. The whole area is covered by tropical rainforest.”n the
Southern sector this is always untouched however in the Northern
sector 1t has large area of secondary growth.

There are no records kept for the rainfall figu-
red in the area , The figures shown are ken from Green River
Patrol Post, |
Jamary 1274, Feb. 1248, March , April 1402, May 47, June
185, July 433, Aug. 352) Sept. 519 'and Oct. 585 points’for
November and December Z‘.hu figures are not known as yet,
(rainfall in the) Thesa should give fairly accurate idea of the

rainfall in the Northern sector ( plains area) however the figures
for the southern sector would be slightly lower. These figures

,indicate that there 1s dry season from the months of May to
eptember, There 'io temperature figures kept in the area but

here are the figures taken from Green River Patrol Post vhich

will be slightl¥ high for the southern sector but accurate for

the Northern sector, will enable an idea to be « The average

dropping
vill




"B" POPULATION D7STRIBUTION AND TRENDS:

(a) Refer to the attached Village Population
Registerx,

(b} Refer to the Map,

(¢) Quite a large number of abscntees were swswbsde
recorded in most of the visited villages, this oaly
applies to indentured latrers who are out working
on the pla ntations in other centres. The grown up
wa'es can te expected in any one time.
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i SQCIAL GROUPINGS:

(a) Distinct Social Groups.Bach village consts of one or
more Sub-glans.

b) Functional Social Unit. The extended family is the
functional social unite

c ge Pattern, Here are the only three languages
spoken in the ares studied., SIMATAE, DJAROK and KERGERERE langu-
ages,The SIMATAR ge 1s spoken mainly in AMTO and KOBARU
villages,The DJAROK ge 18 spoken in the villages of IDAM NOJ
IDAM KO.2, BISIABURU and YASIERU, The SIMATIAE language is spoken
by the villagers of AMTO and KOBARU villages. This seems to be
strictly local dialect vhich also extends Lo May River Administ-
rative area to some degree,

The DJAROK language 1s spoken bmlhgu named above
and also spoken by the people of the Census Division,
These are villages situated on the banks of the Sepik River, This
particular lenguage is spoken by the followving Census Divisions,
Green River Looal, Yabalhai and Idaw-Yapsei.

(d) The component social groupings in the Census Division
have main ties with other groups wi their language group.
Witbin the Census Division there are three main groups. These
come under the three main(groupsilanguaged groups and day today
language used in the area, The people from Bisiaburu, Idam KO.1
Idam NO.2 and Yasieru (Djarok speakers) have ties w.l{h Anto villa-

garlI as well as Kobaru people ( SIMAIAE speakers) where as

Siaul villagers have tles with Amto, Kobaru and furthermore to
May River niatrative area.

(e) Although the people of four villages of the Idam river
area have ties with amto villagers , they too have ties in villa-
ges which are in the Yabalhai Census Division . For instance,
Buna, Iaburu, Mukuasi and so forth.
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“D" LEADERSHIP:

There is no c.ts nding leaders in the area,Here
are tha names of the present group leaders and brief comm ents
on their ability to work and influe%e over their pecple.

0 age. Potential,

YAK E dam Actual,
rmzm YOUNAWI of Idam NO.Z. Potential.
URAFA BOBSIK of Kotaru .Potential,

BEGE FIANO of Amto., Actual,

FALAI 3ANO of Siaui. Actusl,

( i ue.hmbﬁmm
Date of birti

Education, Ni1l,

Employment. He has holdi t‘ﬁ this particular
orfice (tultul) for almost 10 years,

Convictions.

Influence. gpurs to be conaiderable in

slaburu village oanly.

Attitude. Pro-Admlniltmt:ion.

Remarks, An intelligent and helpful on patrol.

I Ao

Education, o

Employment. He worked as an indentured labourar
on a three year contract at Xavienge.

Convictions,. Nil1,

Influence. Has influence in Idam NO.1 perhaps
in Idam NO.,2 as well.

Attitude. Pro-Administration,

Remarks, A dignified person respectful to
and co-operative with nistration
officers.

NO.2

Date of birth. .

Education, N1,

Bmployment, He worked #an the plantation in
Rabaul for two (2) years.

Convictions, Nil.

Influence. N1,

Attitude. Pro-Administration,

Remarks, Leadership hereditary, Keen above

average speaker,

Date of birth, 938,

Education, Nil,

Employment,. He worke# as an indentured labourer
on a two year contract at Buka.

Convictions, Nil.

Ianfluence, M1,

Attitude, Pro-Administration.as well niuian.

Remarks, An intelligent peuonality. Very
helpful to pati-,

Date o rth. B

Education, Nil,

Employment. He worked on the plantation as an
indentured labourer on a three
year contract, at Buka,

Convictions. Nil,

Inluenc e, Nil,

Attitude, Pro-Administration,

Remarks, An intelligent and halnm




e

Bhugatian, Fil.
Employment. He work ed as an indentured
labourer on the glmmtion on

a three year contract,
Canvictions.. Ril,

Infinence. Fil.

Attitude. Pro-A8ministration,

Remarks, Accepted leader and makes
all deeision for group as

a vhols.
(c) Changes in the pat'ern of Traditiocnal lLeadership, There
have bsen no apparunt changes in the tnditiml ludor-
ship patterns since luliias and tutuls were

& tomiwbaeg Bt i ko ) R

There is no educated younger generation and nog ubly
to be one for a long time yet.




"B" LAND IENURE ARD USE:

{a) Throughout the arca studied it seemed that the same
land tenure system exlsted,Gardening land ’:fo rights and so
on are inheri from the father by the dual,the eldest

son ﬁtuu the best land hunting and fisking rights are shared
by all the male members of the family or sub-clan over all the
land owned by the family or sub-olan,It seemed that lsnd owning
groups are sub-clans,

(bl Administration land leased to individusls.No individual
hold land other than by cus ocmary temmre and temure conversation

unknoun,
(c) Cash em{ln;. No cash crogfim: has been introduced
or practised as yet in the area studled,




LITERACY:

(a) There 1s only cane school in the area studied
situated at Idam X0.1 opeieted by the Christain Mission
in Many lands mission, It is staffed by tws lccal taachers
and they teach religious instruotion and literacy, There
are 40 studeants including females as well., Most of them
are 15 or more years olde There 18 an Administration school
at Green River Patrol Post but only ore boy from the area
1s attending the school at Green River Primary Schoole

(b) Quite a large number of pe‘tgle are literate in
Pidgin(lt)mguago most of these are ex~Idam NO.1 Pidgin School.
Hi

gh Bducation, there are no psople in the area
surveyed who had roceived Higher Education,
(d) Receiving higher education away from the area,Nil.
(e) Neas Bulletins and Radiom Receiver. Nil were seen
in the whole area surveyed.




- 8=

agn g s
E ; 1&9 a%dard of 1iving in the area studied is

a
quite goodsAll the houses are erected on stilts raised off
the ground about 3 to & feet., This is just because of the
flood during the ralny season. All the houses are construscted
out of bush materials, Sago fronds are used for walls and
leaves for the roof, The floors are made cut of limbans. The
apex of the roof is about 10 or 12 feet fram the floor.
Houses are of a fairly standard two rooms design and are
approximately 20 by 30 feet in plan.The-s are generally fire
pleces in each room, The two rooms are then divided one is
used for sleeping and the last one is for cooking 0803,
The sanitation in the area studied is quite adequate with
one pit latrine for each family,

In the area surveyed european type shorts were.worn
by about 90% of the male population.The small ones are still
walking arocand naked. On the other hand only 80% of even
less women are wearing laplaps, a 1 the rest are still
vearing grass skirts.Most fami in the area studied owm
an axe, btush knives, pots, spoons, plates and cups,

(f)) The stample food 1s sago.This is suplemented by
cooking bananasm ,sweet potatoes, and so on. The people do
eat taro and tapioca which are d-o fairly common.The people

do eat pig meat quite often for their dinmer,

Canned food stuff is seldom used by the villagers
but this is not from lack of interest but mainly froam lack
of money, The geopls themselves are fairly robust and lively.

which perhaps be put down in their varied diet and alsc to
the fact they live in comparatively cool climate.

(¢) Community Organisation and Sports, There is no
cammunity centres and sports played in the area,
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a) Road, There are no wehicular roads in the area
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HON-INDIGENES: Not appkicable.

surveyed.

(b) River, The main mo route access to the area is fram
the Sepik River coming ug the Idam River can be used by
owered canoe ag far as Idam village bu. still can not de
one during the dry season becuase of the danger of stri-
king sub-merged or semi-merged logs.
¢) Air. There is 1500 x 100 feet airstrip in the area
studied situated at Idam NO.1 village previocusly maintained
by the mission in the area but to date it has been stopped.
The people are wil to extend the airstrip with the
assistance of the officers of Green River Patrol Post,
Theve 18 no regular service provided by the Mission in the
area by using the airstrip,
The nearest Administration operated aer 18 at
Green River Patrol Post,™is is category “B" clasaification.
and 18 2300 feet by 200 feet wide,this is miles travel
either by watar transportation (cenmoe) or wlxing from the
area ccncerned to the nsarest airstrip mentioned above.
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e ared S o ere 8 been fairly regular troll-
ing since about 1957.However the people still seem to ollow
their traditional ties and affiliations,The Mission in the area
13 trying 1ts best to break down their traditional ties by con-
ducting Bible School and courses at Green River Patrol Post
and even to Amanab Sub-Distsict with many other young men
from Other Census Divisions in Green River Administrative ared.

in the Local Government_ Counc .The distances and financial
need involv ed are problems.There was no interest seen
the people of the area as far as the inclusion of the area
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™" TR BCoNouy OF THE AREA:
(a ere 1s no economic development in the area studied.

b) There is no market gardenings in the area.Howsver all
the villagers grow foodstuffs on a subsistance level and the
surplus is sold to the Administration patrols and Mission
personnel.

The following re estimated amounts under the sub-heading
cash earnings.

Administration Patrols.

Mission Patrols.

Ald Post(Staff), #

The ~bove estimates cover estimates fo
wild pigs and wild fowls.

(d) Wage carning, The Aid Post Orderly rereives an annual
income of approximately $ 120,00,

The Mission teachers(2) receive ¢ 160,00 fer year, The
people from Idam NO.1 and Idam NO.2 are responsible for the
maintenance and the extention of the airstrip,however they do not
get even a peny for work done., Previously the Mission concerned
pal d them some one hundred dollars depended on the work done,
this has been stopped for a year or two,

The people from Bisiaburu village worked an the crocodile
skins and earned mone{ which actually entered the area some
rears ago tut 1t has been abandoned completely.The people were
encouraged to renew the project all over again,

There 1s a total of 33 able bodied men absent from the
area working as indentured labcurers on the plantations. It is
estimated that more than a half of these able bodied men will
retutn from the platation beginning of next year. This will mean
that epproximately $ 400,00 will come into the area.

(eg There 1s one trade store in the area for which nearly
every village contributed some money for it. This can be regarded
as Cco=0 era%ive Society I th.nk,

(f) There is no indigenous entreprensurs in the area swudied

(g) savings Account. There are no Commonwealth Savings
Bank Accounts seen in the area even though many male populations
had been working on the platation away from their area.

(h) Tax, the arca is not a council area so this sub-headin
does not appiy to the people of the area.

(1) The average per capita income would be as follows:-

Patrol carriers- 96.00.

Money brought back from

other areas $400,00,

Income from trade store. $100,00,

Purcl..se of food while on

patrol $ 40,00,

Ald Post Orderly $120,00,

Two mission teachers a1 s
Total. .

0f the above figures approximately $ 300,00 would actually enter
the area, as cash, The area studied has a total population ofi-
part Idam -Yapsel Census Division = 1073, Thus 3552.00 divided

by 1075= $0.80 per head per year ( approX.).On the figure of

$ 300,00 this gives 30.29.?)1. money 18 given ont to other Divisies
sions as a gif% to their relatives quite often so the actual cash
could be much lesser than the figure shown above,.
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F E NG THZ E

QS S QUOHY
s average rigure o he people to the square mile

a

in this aread would be in the visity of I to 5 miles, There
1s no shortage of land, however owing to the topogr

the area, i.ee high mountains and swamps,it is 4112

estimate the acreage that would be ara 18, Shouid cash crop-

P be introduced,it is felt that here be nov shortage of
arable land.

(b)Market gardening can pe introduced but the thing 1is
that access is the problemde The area is situateu 8t about
3 ays Furthermore all the
foodstaff
River bscaus
all the peopl Census Divisions in
River administrative area bring thg'%r food stuffs vo the very
small market at Green River Petrols fany will not get what
they expected to be so there is no chance in pramoting market
gardeninge

(c) Wage earnings, as can be seen in foregolng naragraphs
there 1s ver 1ittle potential for promoting the wage earning
for the people of the area.

(d) The introducation of new activities. The pepper and
rice have been introduced to Green River Local Census Division
Turi and Yabalhel Cen us 11 but the people
didn't continu er plant
vas not suitable fo i
imminent possibly thi
project as well, Boweve
for some years to come.
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N T VER" 3

E%&oﬂﬁ zrea% numbder o;. Ee ‘male population had been

to the platdiion or advanced areas of some parts of Papua
New Guinea and had ssen Local Government at work, they have
no interest in Joining their area into the counch ared.
won't be & council

ful men said that their area
form of economic development

—introduced into tbe area.
owing to the distances involved and the relative back-
wardness of the most people 1t would be very hard to include

these people in the counc: s at this very moment,

.

el
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DT . c VERNMENT 8
e attitudes of the people towards the Administration
1s quite good.The people of the area still regard Administ~
ration as a centre Government. The people of the area are
still in luluai and tultul era, This will remain for years
to come I think,

R AR 28
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L S CES J 3
e rest nouges are erected in every visited villagee

(b) There is ap private airstrip at Idam NO.1 owned by the Chris-
tain Mission in Many Lands but nil services are provided by the
Mission named above.
(c) Facilities, there i1s a trade store in Idam NO.1, where one
can see stample food 1lines usually available 1nc1ud}.ng obbn
clothes and implements.

.('J.Ke;n'i:a;ai)aPa%;-:)i Officer Green River.




POPULATION

Gow. Print,—4452/10,000.—2.73

B ABSENTEES
(Excluding Absentees) . N
1 storate)

Vi lage Grand Total

Under 18 years 18 years
and over and over






