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PATROL REPORT |

Sub-District

Patrol Conducted by... Mfe.. Do ..do.. JHRISTIE, Assistant. Patrol.O0fficer.. ... ...
Area Patrolled . MEKED Census Division (Part L.G. Cownedl) Avea).. .. . . .

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans................. NOR®................cc.oeoe.
Wi xWi."!MhWA—M’.’.“‘&b 10,
Duration—From... 19/..11/19.69..10.22./.12./19..69.
Number of Days.......... 32 Patrol Days......................
Did Medical Assistant Accompany?................. e
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services...8./...7../19.69.
Madleed ... ... TR R

Director of District Administration,
PORT MORESBY.

Forwarded, please.
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District Commissioner
_Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation ... $.............
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund ... PRSP R
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Divieion of District Adgz-n};gution,

Zoncdobhu,

10th Februery, 1970. ]

Listrict Coamiesioner, J
Central District,
TCRT MOR:ESBY.

DATROL N0, [ NIINA 6-69/70s

Your unrefcrenced memorandum of 20th Jammary, 1970,
refers.

I acknowledse with thanks receipt of Annunl Census and
i Area by "re Ned. Christie, Assistant Mntrol Officer,
& %o NIXTO Census Division.

This is a refreshing report of undoubted value. It was
a pleegure to road lre. Christie’~ clearly expressed assess-
) ment of the existing attitudes, actions and reactions of the
Mekeo people; and to note his commente and views on the cir-
cumstances that coused them. This is rmaterial; well
nonsidered, well rrecented and the entire report is an excel-
lent oﬁc{.

Mre. Christie 2isplays a k thoushtful approach to the
problems of th: area. It is ous that he made very
contact with “he pooples As Administiutive Adviser to the
Mekeo Couneil he will have adcquate opportunity to teet his
theorica. As long as he is prepared to modify and wvary his
ideas to me2t changing eonditione, and as lonz 28 ne ean
ammf thi”tmch as they occur, he could have the right approach
or 8 ared.

The ¢ comments complément the report and add to its
b vaelue. I note that follow-up action is in on matters ario-
1 ins from the patrol.

i v I're Chriotic 10 comrended foxr o find picce of work.

(‘;.J(._ Pearpall)

Ce.Ce Mr. D. N Christie

Sub-Di- +rict Office, Deperts strutor.
Ll = DEREIN, .

L s8 8 Centra’. District.

Vhilst political education is a continuing process, it
is becoming a more snecialised task, and you are still expected
to participate fully in its extension at every opportunity.

““-?ﬁ g
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12. If lMi~. Christie in his vital role as Council Adviser
can inculcate a sense of obligation in the payment of Council
Tax l.e has won a good proportion of the essential self-help
components,

g A vital fector inhibiting the development of the
liekeo people is the extreme reluctance To sell land or enter
discussions and co-operate with the Administration in
settling land disputes.

14, The attitude stems from a parochial and subsistence
mentality, woich naturally enough, the najority of the
conmunity subscribes. It is virtunally impossible for an
enterprising man to get title to an area he wishes to
develop as an individual projecte.

15 Land is a ti eless, permanent acset about which the
whole fabric of society and culture is woven. 1t has 2
significance which is difficult for the Western mind, with
its in istence that a morey value can be placed on enything
to capture.

16. Loss or possible loss of an area of land may cause
emotional and spiritual injury.

17 The whole question of land in the iiekeo is a
particularly difficult one %o solve and needs expert
and sympathetic approachs.

18. The following recommendations will be made by separate
memorsndume.
a) It wilil be rccommended to Flace lames Committee

to change Bush liekeo to North llekeo or other
name recommended by Council after consultation

with people.

b) The inclusionof Imounga in present Bush llekeo
Census Division.
c) For purpose of patrolling create three census

divisions, East, West and lorth liekeo. As
+hese constitute the l.ekeo Local Government
Council one area study will suffice to cover

the entire area.

19, The present names used in Village Directory have

been recognized officially for many yearsS. It is intended

to revise the Directory for Cenual District as soon as
possible. Assistant District Conmissioners will be requested
to makxe recommendations.

20, With regmard to lissionaries. Lo matter the denomination.
Their right to give advice to the people has never been in
doubt. 1t is their privilege and in most cases their service

1s for one purpose, is unigue and unselfish. The most

able field officer is t..e besi informed, end it is immaterial
where he gets his informeiion providing it is accurate and

of use.
21.The Maribvoi questior will be dealt with by separate
memorandum.
22, Mr. Christie is ¢
education sphere.
25 A very good report of a vpﬁuabl patrol.
y A U
R\T. GA /.-.C'.Q. AY 27 p
4 Méuu

DISTRICT COMEIS. ION
.

ommended for his work in the political
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4 Port Moreshy,
/ : Central District
. 50th January, 1970

The Secretary,

Department of the Administrator,
EONEDOBU

KAIRUKU PATROL NO. 6 of 1969/1970
MEKEO CENSUS DIVISION

Sille Ve Je -.«‘.,-‘IL‘;TIL A Y.,

: Two copies of above report are atuacihed for your
information and comment please.

v ir. Christie's sensible approach to the complex
problems of the liekeo people is reireshing. lie is obviously
studying the situation and providing himself with essential
background information necessary to his duties as Couneil
adviser.,

5«  In addition to detailed comments by Assistant District
Commissioner I have the following to offer.

4e If the aspiration of the liekeo people is to develop
a visable cash economy then a part of the responsibility to
develop and maintain services such as roads must devolve or
the local community through their Council.

De 1 believe there is no inability by the Mekeo people
to appreciate the vital part played by roads and other forms
of communication within the total economy.

Ge A cocuntry such as T.F. & L. G. which suffers from a
chronic sho Jage of development capital cannot afford the
luxury of attitudes to which the llekeo people currently
cubscribe.

7e Where outside capital is not ava.lable local resources
must be utilised on a voluntary self-help basis. Unless we
succeed in fostering a self-help ethic and price in local
achievement there is a danger, already ap arent.of antagonistic
pressure groups appearing as demands are not met.

8. In many cases in th~ past because of our hypersensitive

dislike o criticism, a disproporticnate share of national
resources have been allocated to prsjects the subject of attack.

f Q. This policy of expeaiency has the practical result of

. rewarding those who decline to make any concession to self-help
at all.
10. In most indigencv- communities an individual has only

obligations to his clan kinsmen which must be performed because
his whole existence depends on carrying out reciprocal

] cbligations. These rules do not &pply in dealinge with out-
siders.
11 Consequently individual lMekeos often do not give a very

high priority to the repayment of debts or loans contracted
outside thne groupe.

o o e
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futrict.
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/PC 10th Jamuary, 1970.

istrict omuiasioner,
Velbo DOX 'm'
QAL MORI DY,

T Gl OL BEULIEA Hoe § = 1969/70

K0 Census dvision « Np, OO0 UL,y W1

ttached plesse find 3 coples of the patrol veport, sntrol
mops sad 2 extra coples of Census .tatistics.

comwontag
(1) WNre Christie, U ~ .uted a vory good report but

sradn has been over ~“ritical. I #ill discuss this with

dre. Christie az I f..1 chst he is not aware of it when
writing his patrol Teporte Ure. Uhristie must report the

f cts, draw conclusions from the situation amd in r next
visit see if the situution has ap roved.

‘rom my ovn observatioms, ir. Christie hus been well uccepted
Ly the people and I feel thut the Uounscil will rove

under kr. Christis's id:nce. In this respect should
remain as  dmizistrative Jdviser for at least two terms.

(7) e para 1, page o
he opening porograph stating 1,015 tax defsul vers predsonts
u grim picture. However, for the ‘ekeo Census Uivision

there ave 1,634 listed males in the 'ux ‘egister, 673 have
oid tax, U0 xeaptions and 069 defsulters. Of this 869
mny are elisible for exeuptioms and poosibly wp to 30%
re in contimusl transit betweea this :rea and Horesby.
‘ax prosecutions were commenced but hove now stopped due
o instructions.

Uwerall the situation hag improved from last yeur.
in 1968/675 a total of 6,691 was collected whereas this
mar 509709 has been osllected to date. It is hoped to
rorove on this Tfiguve before the end of the year.

(3) e 2 to 1
re Uhristie has sumnari sed the penersl cownents re the
‘ekeo people mnd the Council. t yrevent Lhere is a

chunie tow rds the Council and the dninistratior, but
befory stating that there is a positive change for the
better it will bo necessary to wsit for enother 12 months.
It is sionificant o say Lhot the people have responded very
vourably towards ir, .hristie.

‘6 para /1 e vhrictie waicv  wrn net to Loke such
cuRents ¢ e he gadiy ex; < o he will learn thut the
syaple are oi.ly too recdy . «. the blame on nydody but
Lhewselves.

h) senomlo.
ould you plesase huve a copy of tids ection of the report
gent to DRDC, he .eople wre rogitessing very rapidly snd

s such hove sheir om oroduction ad narreting wrrngements.
feol that the eouls should be nllowed te progrees as they

/
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(5)

are doing. Thaose whoe vint help get it.

cedals, 0 coment.

(6)

(7)

(8)

(2

(10)

(1)

(1)

ke 84 - lopulation dstribution and Trends.

‘ne Tigure of 14 shown us 'bhesent orkers will fluctuste
e on time of the yeur. ‘he term nbsent worker
does not reflect the true ~dtuation, due to the fanet that
there is no other columm, vemporary absentoes are included
under ‘boent . orkers. fn fact there are nany more people
tenporarily absent than sctually em;loyed alLuantees.

0 pary 45,

‘here ap ears to be Justification for the out
tl'e numes «nd showing ther as ¥Migrations (ut - re uge
2065 Departmental ‘tanding instruetions. However -nfd
Jou pleuse confirm that & person or a family who has been
absent for 5 - 10 years cmbommuazl.{?ndmm.
Ire. Christie's corment on the last 3 lines of ara 45 is
uite urmecessary.

;@ pura 87 = 58,

1 nave beem informed that the provious residents of
ieribod were origimally from the Goilala ube:istrict
snd have now retuarned. ould you please requeat J'C

Japind to have inquiries made on the next ceaus putrol
of the adjoining arca.

@ pera Y1 - 53,

ieoom-xhtia that Imounga be included in the Hush Mekeo
g recommended.

‘he only poesibLilisy of attempting the jroblem of lamd
ownershl) would bde a full timmw Cormissioner and
3 Vield ‘gsistunta c¢apable of ¢ and coOmpass JUrvey.

e parg 82,

ire Uhristie’s sy roaech of "recauned persussion’ will be
wotehed with ianterest. ‘8 Mr. Christie has been tod
by the fekeo ple this a;»proach -ght vork. The

agpect of den with the 'iekeo ple ia the officer's
personality, In this case both . 'ties nccept each other
and Mre. Chrictie has She sdv-atiage in thut as Sereina is
his first posting he cuananotf npare them with other groups.

aQo

< -
Mids mattor has already been rassed to you and is in the
hands of the oID olio~ . 'tati-w, foroke. In this
I would st that a lemior 17 of the CIB visit Bersina
to conduot her inouiries. 4 fluent Yotu speaksr
would be desirsble. Due to my ;t):'omt; patrol ;n‘f:a-'
1 cannot commit un experienced officor to carry out a
comple ‘e inventi «tion,

4
s, ®esQese3eer
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(13

(14)

(15)

(16)

(1?7

(18)

(19

(20)
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My correspondence re roads over the last 12 nonths
refers. the i 1ution is impoanible as . D cannot
-upgly efficient sechanies. he iLxpstriaste lLechamnic

50- to ereina Nlt?bd and the ocuipment lies idle.
reports on this natter need no further comment,

= pure 110,

I will lecve comments on thds to IC Mr. droun.

ie uara 113 = 116,

dumWWWIManspto“
- and I feel that all the blame for this
cannot be attributed to dministration Officers ae
lire Christie appears to indicate. e statement in
para 116 needs ~larifying by 4r. Christie.

© pura 119,

Thie indeed is interesting and I suj;est that a tape
reccxler be made available for the ! exeo Fatrol
commencing next month, Mr. Christ'.e cmn record his
imp tu talks and the juestions co.l? be of value %o
the loliticul ildmecation Section.

@ para 127

‘here is ulways a willingness to travel st Administratiom
eXT3N0e. ould you plesse puse this ‘ection to the
00 and ppendix Al

151 ! W ! ¥

"hare is an ifaprovement ss 36,691 wac oollected in
968/69 rd to dute .»ﬂ ) has been collected. There
i3 no doubt that the ; emg of tax collectien are
sarticularly (urﬁc\ut l.n this area. ’he continual
novemont of people Letween lor sby snd Lereina makes
the process of law virtuslly fipossible to implement.
e problem of finding the person to make dmmand in the
first inst.unoce, then the serving of a summons mokes tax
evasion very om lowaver, there is an improvemant
which we 1 continue.

wund.l is aiso ot last meking some effort to complete
throuch

; cupitel wor.> yrogrume 'nd obtuin funds
ural Development.e

8 paras 137 to 140,

L/=l=2 of 16th ‘ecember, 149 from iirector refers.
lour nnuto 67=l=lt of Gth Jamuary, 1970 to ‘irector's
lotter alsc refers,

'he situstion previously reported by r. Seard (refer
strol 0. 1 - 69/70) Ln roved, It would aprear
that the previous ‘nti-. Amindstrotion attitude wae the
result of few .nd lr. Christie's visit has improved the
situution. I 411 have a follow up in this area in a

few zonths.

e pares 742 %o 163, LY 'tudes Sowurds Central Goverme

Yro. vhrietie nus mide sone interesting commentes and has
definitely incorpor-ted politica) education in this
patrol. 11d you refer this section to the political
education section,

/' L B I I N
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FROM : Mr. D. J. CHRISTIE, Assistant Patrol Officer

DATE : 12th Jammary, 1970
™ t Mr, E. V. BENHAM, Assistant istrict Commissioner

REPORT ON PATROL Ne. 6 of 1969/70
I refer to my memorandum 67-1-4 dated 31st December, 1569.

Ny r$ on Patrol Ne. 6 of 196 is submitted herewith l
together that of Mr. ANAIA OA, Patrol Offieor. j

i I would appreciate a eo otnlru-ut s for mo

anlnununqnutht commencing 1 m. 979.
Allowance claims for myself and Mr. OA are attached

as aie Forms T7.3 accounting for expenditure from the Patrel

B i

Assistant Pa Oﬁw
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10th November, 1969

11th Novemuer, 1969

12th November, 1969

13th November, 1969

14th November, 1969

15th Fovember, 1969
16th Fc/e..uur, 1969

k. Y

s

Departed BL.EINA at 1015 hrs after
discussions with the A.D.C. Left
Patrol equipment at INAWAIA and moved

on to JESUBAIBUA. Commenced census

at 1130 hrs and completed it at 1715 hrs.
Held informal talks with JESUBAIBUA
villagers. Spent night at INAWAIA.

Addressed villegers of JESUBAIBUA on
political and agricultural matters and
stressed the increasing importance of
education. This latter point was made
because of a high incidence of truancy
at the Mission school.

Inspected village, trade ~tores, shotguns
and vehicles.

Had further talks with soae villagers.
Mr. ROBER?S, A.L.0., visited the Patrol
for 20 minutes.

Spent night at INAWAIA.

Commenced ceusus of INAWAIA at 0800 hrs
and ad jourmed it at 1600 hrs.
Had ormal 4discussions with some villagers.

Completed census of INAWAIA.

Inspected village, trade stores, vehicles,
shotguns and Council water project.
Motorised water pump had been unserviceable
for 13 months. In the evening talked to
about 150 men about the way their government
is made up and how it is being ed over
to thom., Discussed the need for education
and the need for them to support theivr
Council. Relevant and -ordered discussion
followed and several att s to close the
meeting were met with further questions.

The meeting eventually closed at 2330 hrs.

Addressed the children of INJLWAIA R.C.
Mission school on the structure of their
government using b’ailll.:g blocks.

Then had discussions with Srs. MARGARET
and JEANNE.

Had discussions with Pr. VERGES over lunch
at INAWAIA R.C. Mission.

As a result of the previous night's talk
on the need for them to support their
Council, the men of INAWAIA at last
u-amiod the motorised water pump, crated
it up, brought it to the village t

it on the truck with much laughing

s‘aging. They had stubbo refused to
d> so for 13 months I was told.

Teft INAWAIA with water pump rad engine at
1600 hrs., called at MOU to serve a summons
and arriveé at BEREINA at 1800 hrs.

Carried out some Council clerical duties.

Investigated a disturbance at INAWI and
made an arrest.

O RSB AMI . o IRCTTE, W R R <o - S BT
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17th November, 1969

18th November, 1969

19th November, 1969

20th November, 1969

-2 - ;
;‘7
Attended to various adminstrative duties

whilst awaiting arrival of D.I.E.S.

projectionist.
Departed BEREINA with projectionist and
equipment at 1130 hrs. eld up at

ANGABUNGA Crosasing while barge ropes were

changed.,

8topped at INAWAIA Mission to inform

Pr. VERGES that materials for INAWABUI
classrooms had been ordered.

Arrived E¥BOA at 1400 hrs. and commenced
census at 1500 hrs. Census adjourned

at 1620 hrs due to heavy rain.

D.I.E.S. films were showa at EBOA villagers

in the evening.

Recommenced census of EBOA at 0730 hrs.
and completed it at 1400 hrs.

' ected village, trade stores, vehicles,
shotguns and Council water project.
Addressed EBOA Vemen's Clwubd.

D.I.E.S8. m-mboiuohon.tmlm
R.C. Migsiem school.

Had talks with EBCA mem in tle evening
about Local Govermment Counciles, the
purpose and fumctions and demonstrated
their depcadence on the people's support
by buil up the structure of the
government with matchboxes. Meanwhile
D.I.E.S. films were being shown at INAWAIA

village.

Left EBOA at 0730 hrs. arriving INAVABUI
at 0810 hrs. Rest House too small for
the Patrel so had to wait for other arrange-
ments to be made.
Commenced census of INAWABUI at 1030 hrs.
and adjourned it at 1600 hrs.

ed police investigation into an
attampted :g:.
Inspected clev and shotguns.
D.I.E.8. films wor. showa to INAWABUI
villagers in the svening.

Recommenzed census of INAWABUI at 0730 hrs.

ard completed it at 1000 hrs.

A.D.C, visited Patrol for )0 mimutes and

;‘dgol”to villagers about land known as

Inﬁce::d village, trade stores and possible
sive.

Showed villagers how o0 build a dam to

prevent their village from being flooded

every year.

Addressed IMAWABUI Women's Club.

Addressed INAVABUI Savings Club.

Addresscéd children of INAWABUI R.C. Mission

school and had talks vish the teachers.

D.I.E.8. projectionist semt on t> BEIPA

and AIPIL:A

On th%ir recuest, had further discvssions

with the Wemen's and Saviangs Clubs.

Had informal $alks with villagers in the

svening.

[Iececonse
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218t November, 1969

24th November, 1969

25th Rovember, 13969

26t Novemdber, 1969

2742 Yovember, 1968

-3le

ained census figures to INAWABUI (A '
villagers and answered relevant questions.
Departed INAVABUI at 100C hrs. En route 1
took details of an unregistered and |
uninsured truck on the road for subseguent
prosecution. Arrived in BEREINA at 1130 hrs.
Attended Court as prosecutor against census :
defaulters.

Attended to various administrative duties |
arising from Patrol. i
Departed BEREINA at 1030 brs. arriving at

INAVAE at 1050 hrs.

Commenced census of INAWAE at 1100 hrs, 1
and completed it at 1245 hrs.

Talked with some villagers ov:* lunch ‘
thsn inspected village, shotguns «ui1 trade ;
store.

Visited ANGABUNGA Mission and had talks :
¥ith Br. BOTTON in charge.

Had informal talks with the men of INAWAE ',
in the evering on the need for them to |
support their Council.

Awaited Adainistration t rt at INAVAE ‘

as arranged. Used NMissionm Bover to i
g0 to BEREINA and chase Toyota uwtility.
Eventually departed INAVAE at 1030 hrs. and
arrived at INAVI at 1100 hrs. Commenced
censns of INAYI at 1115 hrs. and adjourned

it at 1500 hrs. having run out of forms. ‘
Cycled to BEEEINA to see way forms had not

Typed |

\

inspected IRAWI villegc, trade stores,
vaticlies, sholgumnd Council wster provject.

Visited JFiV] E.C. Biesiex school ané
taiked wit: the teschers.
M DUV Giris' Club sné Prlih PLIS)
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27th November, 1965 Began to talk to the Chiefs and village
contimuod ....cc00 men about the need for their country te

be united under a govermment which

their full support when sudd they

all started to lawgh. Omn around

the 14 grass—skirted duneing giris were

seen in the improvised arema keyed wp

for a repeat performance. The men

explained that as we had so obvi

enjoyed ourselves the¢ night before they
arranged it again for us. They asked

the Patrol Leader to fix a night for talks

in the near future and 22nd December was

n%od upon. The Patrol then daneced until

0 hrs. with the men and Joking

meantime. It was noticeable that, whether

in deference to the Patrol Leader's

teetotalismm or not, no drink was to bde

seen at either of these dances.

; 28th November, 19€9 Awaited Administration transport at INAWI
} 1 as « None arrived and, as all
the vill trucks had been hroken the
rough rcad, the Patrol walked to .
On arrival a truck was sent out to pick
up the Patrel equi « This 4
resulted in tax defamlter ocourts
to be post a8 the Patrol Leader was
not there to presecute and give evidence.
Attended to various cdministrative matters
arising from Patrol.

18t December, 1969 Departed BEREINA at 0930 hrs. and inspected
work of grader at INAWAE village prior to
picking up Council Tax Team at .
Crossing.
r { Arrived AIPEANA 1040 hrs., and went to
{ St. Gerrard's Hospital for treatment to a
swollea and deaf ear,
! Commenced census of AIPEANA at 1130 hrs.
s and adjourned it at 1700 hrs.
? Heard minor disputes and settled them by
[ arbitration.
In the evening the Patrol was entertained
by schoolchildrem singing and danecing te
their own mmsi .al accompaniment,

: 2nd December, 1969 Paid an official visit to St. GERRARD's
Hospital and hed Salks with Srs. CHRISTINE
and DENISE.

Recommenced cemsus of AIFEANA at 1000 hrs.
and completed it at 1500 hrs.

Inspected shot and vehicles.

Talked with ﬂﬂ:m in the evening avout
the need for them to develop their resources,
supgort their government, and emerge as a
united people.

3ré December, 1969 Inspeeted village, trade stores and Council
weter project.
Discussed a land dispute with the parties
concerned.
Due t0 a éeath in the fzmily the day defore,
they were mot willing to visit the disputed
area and allewe# a chain and compass survey
to be made.
Visited St. PAUL's School and had talks with
Sr. PERPETUA.

P ——
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3rd December, 1969 Inspected Council Sterc and checked stores.
continued ....... Expisined census figures to imterested
villagers ¢«f AIPEARA.
Departed AIPEANA by itraetor and trailer
at 1600 hrs., cressing the ANGABUNGA b
canoe. Axrived ORIROPETANA at 1645 .
Hed talks with village men. The Patrol
Leader's love of dencing must have lesked
ouv from INAV]I as guitars started to “slq
and girls in grass skirts appeared
a Village Committee man's er imvited
him t¢ step down and dance with them.
He did se till G100 hra. Agsin, no drimk
was to be seen,

4th December, 1969 Commenced census of ORIRCPETANA at 0800 hrs.
and completed it at 1200 Lrs.
Heard severesl complaints about the Ferryman
aud after investigating them and talking
with tLe Ferryman he was giver notioce to
quit with effect from 31st. December, 196S.
A new man, MAINO AUVE, is taking over on
15t Jamussy, 1970.
Investigated a welfare case.
Inspected the villsge, shotguus, water
supply and pig and gattle farm sites.
Addressed Women's Club and discussed and
advisei on their problems.
Talked with over 100 villagers ia the

about the need for them to support

their govermment and make their country
gtrong.

5th December, 1969 Departed ORIROPETANA at 0800 hrs. amd met
tractor and trailer at ANGABUNGA Ferry as

arranged.

Investigated a marriage dispute at an
AIPEANA hamlet.

Arrived BEREINA ut 1030 hrs. and attended
gzlgt:rior census and tax defanlters until

f €th December, 1969 Attended to various administrative matters
| arising from Patrol and did some Council
clerical work.

8th Decamber, 1969 Departed BEREINA for BEIFPA at an
ATPEBANA hamlet to contimme on
the marriage dispute. Arrived A st
0940 hrs. and commenced census st .
Census ad journed at 1445 hrs. because of
heavy rain,
Inspected vehicles and shotguns and had

discussiens with Councillors and Village
Committee men-

In the evening the Patreol attended St.PAUL's
R.C. Minsion acheol ceoncers.

9th December, 1969 The Patrol attendod St. PAUL's R.C. Mission

4 School Sports from 0800 hrs. to 1030 hrs.
Had talks with village men about the
poseibilities of expanding the economy
«? the area.
Inspected BEIPA village, trade stores,
bakeiies, and Council water ?rog:::;
The Petrol attended 8St. PAUL's 1
Children's Sing-Sing Show.
Visited BEIPA R.C. Mission in the evening
and hadl talks with Frs. DIAZ, COLTREZ and
BOUDCN and Mr. ROGET.

10th December, 1969 Recommenced census of BEIPA at 0800 hrs.
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10th December, 1969
continmued sececeee

11th December, 1969

12th December, 1969

13th December, 1969
14th December, 1969

15th December, 1963

16th December, 1969
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and completed it at 1600 hrs. 1
Telked to the men in the evening about —
the need to develop the resources of
their country, be united and support
their chosen govermnment.

Talked with some Chiefs and others who
wanted to further discuss the previous
night's talk.

Addressed BEIPA Savings Club and two
women's Clubs sepurstely.

Prosecuted tax defaulters at BEIPA before
Mr. FAFKAE AVAISA, M.L.C.

Vigited St. GCRRARD's Hospital for talks
with Sr. DENISE.

Settled aispute by arbitration.

Left BEIPA at 1400 hrs. by tractor and
trailer and arrived AMOAMO st 1430 hrs.
Im;ctod village, shoiguns and water
gupL Yo

Addressed AMOAMO Women's Club.

Cave political education t2lk to the
villagers in the evening.

Commenced censue of AMOAMO at C800 hrs.
and completed it at 1000 hrs.

Departed AMOAMNC by tractor end trailer
at 104C hrs. and arrived in BEREINA at
121C hrs.

Attended court as prosecutor against tax
defazulters.

Attended the wedding of Mr. CHARLIE MAINO, Jr.

Attended to various administrative matters
arising from Patrel.

Attended meeting of Council.ors in BEREINA

with the Commission for the House of Assembly

on Electoral Procedures. Sent the Patrol

tesm on ahead to RARAI to set up camp.

De ed BEREINA «t 7400 hrs. by Toyota
arrived at RARAI at 1545 hrs.

Had talks with the village men.

In the evening talked to the whole village

about developments in the world and how

the Territory must grow up quickly in

order to accept its future role in the

world as an independent nation.

Conmenced census of RARAI at 0800 hrs.

and completed it at 1230 hrs.

Inspected the village, $r2de stores,

bakery and shotguns.

Addressed the Women's Club.

Departed RARAI at 1400 hrs. with carriers -
inspected RARAI Aid Poset an route - crossing
river by caunce 4 or 5 at a time. Arrived
BEBEO 1545 hrs. Carriers returned to
RARAI.

Gave villagers political gducation talk

in the 3@“0
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17th December, 1963

18th December,

19th December,

20th Ddecember,

218t Dscember,
?22nd Decomber,

23rd Decerber,

1969

1969

1969

1969
1969

1969
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Cozenced census ¢’ BLBA at 0800 hrs.
ccmpleting it at 0230 hrs.

Inspected villsge, shotguns and well and
talked with some men.

Depurted BETED at 103C hrs. with carriers
{some of thea children) arriving IFAWAUNI

at 1300 hrs.

Carriers retu .ased to DEBID.

Cornenced census cf LIAWAUNI at 1500 hrs.
and completed it at 1647 hrs.

luapected village, shotgurs sa.d coooa
plantation.

Gave political education talk imn the evening.

Depurted INAWAUNI at 0745 hrs. with carriers
arriving at LiCUNGA at 1100 hre. Nost
carriers returned to INAWAUNI, others stayed
tc restura with the Patrol the next day.
Inspected village, shotguns and water supriy.
Dencunced Clr. Athn OAZ?IND for P”
neglect of kis duties as a ar.

H~ admitted he waa a uselsss Councillor and
publicly confessel that he was sshamed 22
himself for having teen of such 11“10‘1}‘
to the people., His tion was .
tende in accordance with Sectiem 26(4) {:,
of the Local Governmsat Oxrdinmancs.

Commenced censve .f IMOUNGA at 150C hre.
completicg it at 1700 hrs,

Gave political edus: on talk in the svening.

Departed IMOUNGA at 0845 hrs. with e. vierm
arriving at INAWAUNI at 1230 hrs,

Hsd a meal with Councillor and Village
Committee men of INAWAUNI.

Most cerriers refused to go further so ali
menbers of the Patrol cairxied to BFRED.

Seirt note to INAWAIA and awaited t.
AY KAPTis tractor duly arrived at hra.

Refreshments were wait for us at INAWAIA
and then the Patrol mo on to the ANGABUNGA
Crosaing. Hired ANGABUNGA Miesion Land
Rovier and arrived im BEREIRKA at 0300 Lhrs.

Worked on camsus figures.

Ferfor-ed the duties of MEKED Council Glerk.
Trovell ~d to IRAWI at 17C0 hrs. oy Toyota

to give politiocal education talk as previously
arrezgea (see 2T7th November, 1 e« Talk
well-atteued and wdl—mciv‘l.

Returned to BLREINA at 1230 hrs. after a
half-uour drive.
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SITUATION REPORT

POLITICAL

1. The MEKEQ Local Government Council has existed since 1961
and the pecple as a whole do not give it much support. Out of
some 2,000 males who are eligible to pay tax there are 1,013 tax
defaulters to date.

2. Few people seem to have a good word to say about the MEKEOS

in their attitudes to lLocal Government and in his Report om Patrol
No. 1 of 1969/70 Mr. BEARD told of how some villages were openly
hostile to the Council. This is just one of several such derogatory

reports.

3. In his 41-23-13 dated 21yt October, 1968 the Acting Regional
Local Govermment Officer, referring to efforts to make the Council
more effective b{ attempting Court action against tax defaulters
said, "However, am afraid that little progress has been achieved
and, if anything, the retrogressive trend has coaciaszed. For this
I do not blame any one, as the Mekeopeople seem to have long hecoume
immuned to advice, exhortation or coercion.”

4, And in his 41-23-7 dated 11th July, 1969 the Regicnal Finance
Officer said, "It is futile to report on this Council regarding .tas
effectiveness ar a Local Governmment body. Everyrsdy who has any-
thing to dn» with tho Council knows the difficuily it has in having
uny real erffect on the lives of the MEKED people. Very real effoxts
have been made in the past two years, especially to entorce the
Counecil's Tsx Rules but have met with very little success.”

5e As he prepared for this Patrol the writer was rather disccuraged
‘v read seve other reports of similar sentiments on the MEKHED
neople and their Council. But he was soon o be very plecasantly

surprised.

6. Whilst these reports are all true, it is felt by the writer
personally that the attitudes of the WEKEOS are, in part, a reaction
to our attitudes to them. Ye can take them to Court .na force them
t0 pay their taxes but this merely increases their resentment of the
Coun .ule. We cannot f them to stand behind their Council, take
an interest in it, ana give it their wholehearted suppert. And
unless they 4o this of their own volition, the Council has little

channe of naking good.

T. Perhaps it was the case that the Council mas thrust upon the
people by a well-meaning Adainistration without the people having
been fully convinced of i*s desireadbility. The wrilter says this
because, during the poljitical wcucation talks the goo le in many
villages said, "Why one %¢0ld us this b2Tore? f cours? they
had been taslked to by p ous Patrols and told they should support
their Council and work ay tax. Then they would give ressons
why they should not and an argument would emsue which invariably
did 1little to enhance the dignity and prestige of the Cou. ~ Y,

8. Overall the peoply seemed to respond most favourably to th'
Patrol but t:zlking andpledging repentance is easy - ond possitly
only temporary. Overnight miracles are rot expected. But e
they were made aware of the need for Local G rermmaut .ouncii~, and
what could happen to their country if they did rot suppoxrt .heir
shesen govermment, their cynicism seemed to melt perceptivly and
earching and intelligent questions and discussiorn followed.
zDotml of the substance of these talks are given in raregraphs
147 to 155). Although the people's reac’iom was most encouraging
the following extraect from the Regional Local Governm ! Officer'.
41-23-13 dated 10th October, 1969 is a judicious assessmaut, "You
and your Officers at BEREINA are fully aware of the prcblems in tue
MEKEO Council area and it is apparent that any change will cine
very slowly."
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9. A® a result of the people's sttitudes hitherto mzny of their

Councillors are not really the best men for the job. A lot of go
men have not stood for eleotion because of the poor image the Council
has and other good men who have stood have not been elected because
the people have prefsrred a man who will not pv-h them, even if it

is for their own good.

10. Whiist there are some people in the MEKEQ who nave a well-informed

sense of political awarensss, most have not. They know that there
is a House of Assembly and that they voted for someons to be their
respresentative there, but most of them had never heard of MinisSers
or Miristerial Membars ii charge of government Departments. Ang
many were quite shocked to lcaim how fast the Buropean is handing
over the government of the Territory to the idigemous people nf
Papua and New Guinea. The folliowixg extraet from the Sub-Dastrict
Annual Zeport for 1908/69 wummarizes the situation :-

"Life is at a village level anéd the small disru tions and arguments
+t this level are of jreatkreignificance than the House of Assembly
and seticne of the Adainistration.”

ECONOMIC

11. The sconomy of the area has been Zesociibed as the "betelnut
economy" due to the ease with which Letelrut can be grown, harvested
and transported to PORT MORESBY f r marxetiag. The whole g:onu
involves very little work and yields a high returm and so ¢ ':::f“
have not felt convinced tha* there is any need for them te di Ly
and develop their agricultur ' rescurces more fully whea this would
only mean er work and m..e iesponsibility focr less money. One
can hardly blame them.

12. However, since Mr JOHN COOFER of D.A.S.F. was aceepted as the
Council's cultural Adviser at its meet beld on November
1969 and a five-member C uncil Agricultural Committee formed, m‘
interest has been aroused in agricultural development and training
in the MEKRO area.

13. Prior to this Patrol *the writer speant several days with Nr,
COOPER loa as much as possibie about the conditiens for Rural
Development essistance for cattle farms, pig farms and traster
loans and also studied plans for the building of the Ceyloa (drumless)
Gepr « Prider. This information was incorporated in the politieal
educalior talk when the need for them to develop their ocul tural
resources {9 mske théir couniry strung was exslained. t was also
explained why betelnut does nothing to holz the countzry. The
recponse in the form of men wishing to gec to other distriects for
several months' training and ..emn utorznod in develop their
land agriculturally was very pleasing (sce Appendices XII and XIII).

14. MNr. COOPER has been given all the necessary informaticn, all
enquiries are being followed up and arrangements made for mem to

go away for training.

15. In eddition to “his, many people are eagerly awaiting the

letion of the PORT MOIESBY, INA road link as this wil)l greatly
facilitate marketing of casl crops by redueing freight costs and
enabling vegetables to be sold while they are still fresh.

16. At present the cost of travel from BEIPA, the largest villrge
in the Sub-Distriet, to PORT MORESBY is as folilcws :-

BEIPA to ANGABUNGA Crossiag : $5.00 by truek
ANGABUNGA Crossing to IROBO Landing : $5.00 by truck
IROBO LANDING to KAIRUKU +  £5.00 by lsunch
EAIRURKU to PORT MORESBY : $1 by launch
Total coet - single journey ....
/10'...........'
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This made of tisvel, taking 2 days, allows the traveller to tak /
several bags of betelnut with him at no oxtra cost. If he wi ~
to take only 1 bag it is cheaper and quicker by air i~

BEREINA to PORT MORESBY per PARAIR : $11.90 single

1 egra bag of betelnut H freight
Total cost - single journey :

17. Many people have said that when the roed is oo Jhtod they
will buy their own trueks. (Details of motor vebi ia the

MEKEO at present are shown in APPENDIX IV),

18. The people have been told that they should be planting more
coffee, cocoa, copra, etc. now in preraration for the ease of
access to markets ir PORT MORESBY on eompletion of the new road.

SOCIAL

19. Overall, the people are said to be amongst tne best

oducated people in the Territory. Of the three indigrmous men

who have uated from Australian Universities, tw: s1e NEKEOS :

namely JOHN WATERA (Agriculture) and JOSEPH AVAT (Law). lour

MEKEO men are ourrently studying for degrees at the Upiversity of
‘ Popua and New Guinea. They ere :-

2 tron INAWI studying LA
1 from INAVI studying ms ( or in ECONOMICS).
1 from JESURAIBU} studying WEDICINE

«. Many boys ané girls are attending seconlary schools both inside
and outsid~ the district (sse Appendix XV). Most students, ha
come home for Christmss, were in tle villages when the Pstrol visited

and the ¢ins snse of competent :R:vtor-
did mueh o e the effect of tho political education ¢

2. Thy Reman Catholic u.uion at BEIPA provides education services
to helf of the plation. Ia close proximity are the

nearly
villsges of BEIPA, mm I, AMOAMO sad ORIROPETANA with a
total po iom of 2,830. ihe ehildren from these vil’ ages

attend PAUL's Roman Catholic Missiom Se400l at BEIPA (ses
Appendix 'I)o

22, 8t. GERRARD's Romsn Cathoniic Miszion Hospital at BEIPA provides

mediral services to the whnle area. Sr. INE is in
with Srs. DEIISE and JYANNE (a TOLAI), besth recems sdditions, assisting.

23. Two mursing aides, raid by the Counvil, are also help and
six more are expected to arrive when the raw accommodstion has
been completed.

24. Nine MFXED girls are at present undergoing nurse's training
here.

25. In addition to thi: hospital there is an Aid Post at RARAI

staffed by a Medical Orderly from the KUNI. This Aid Post is in
need of repalr but such repairs are at present beyond the financial

resources of the Couneil.
26. In spite of over 70 yeesrs of misuion contaet the zhr:l.nun

bo:uofn and -upor-t:ltim nm have a strong hold on the pooplo.
.:frou ieed in every village but
nn p-efal in the na'r pu-tionlu'ly in INAWAIA, mmmu.

EBOA and INAWABUI. Ir faet Nmo oY his fluent MEKEO, the
INAVAIA people were convinced thas Pr. VERGES, the priest #m aharge
of INAVAIA Mission Station, was a reincarnated MFKED.

/11......0....0..
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27. Alsoc at INAWAIA Mission at present is Br. EOMUND OAEKE (22)
of JESUBAIBUA.

28. Details of Vomen's Clubs are suown in Appendix VII. All
Women's Clubs are having diZfioculty in knowing what to de with
thesselves. All Clubs were addressed with a view tc finding a
suitable young lady to go to AHIOMA for tem months $raining,

thence to return as the Council's full-time Welfare uumm.

She would then travel eround the MEX®0 villages helping and leading
the Vomen's Clubs tewarde definite goals.

29. Yeung ledies were interviewed in the following villages i~

INAWABUI s 3
IRAVI : 3
ORIROPETANA : 1
BEIPA -
AMDAMO 5 9

!Om Ssees 9

30. All applicants were interviewed by the Patrol Lsader and some
were qui eliminated as they were either too yo or had not

attained the prerequisite Standaxrd 6 education in te ¢f the fact

they had been told it was necessary. Of the remainder, some were

bout‘cshu by friends and relatives and were not keen on

the th-ulvu others wanted to go but their s were

qd.ln it "vo cases the aprlicant was keen to r for
Bod the b hought 1%

lessing of her parents, but neither

s Motor.yomldytotmthoinﬂlluuumo-
arfter her tralning.

31. Attt 8, therefore, to find a suitable trainee for the
position of Coumecil VWelfare Assistant, were fruitless.

32. leadership in the MEKEO seems to fall into three major

categories :-
1. The young well-educated men who feql should be
leaders but whose influe.ce i3 confined to their owm
age group.

2, The old $sraditicnal leaders, many of whom say they are
losirg thair influevoce, pt.l'& oulaxly over the
generation, and who also, in some oases,

“asaserted” loadership of some Coumocillors,

3. The Inccl Geverrment Coumneillors who should be leading
thclr people towards progressive rovement of their
ty but of whom precious few any leadership

qualities.
Sse (Apperdix VIII.
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34. The A people have not forgottem that they ows tho people
AIPEANA for a man's eath fo'u years ago, and

of
Rission staff tell how thepeople from these tweo vtu:g-
Chureh from different exites after Mass to savoid a oconfli

IWssiesansh
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visce I only Jjoined 'lLe latrol No 6 1), /70 when
it was alfway through the hckeo Censws Division, I shall nly
be able to report on from 8the Decemh~~ Lo Llie end of the Fatrol
which was 20th. Deceuber 1969.

The following villuges I shall be recorting om
are alphabetically,
ANOAMO, BEBEO, lerA'A, INOUNGA, INAWAUNT and A" AI, however
the pntrol wain't conducted in this sequence.

8=12=09 Departed for Beipa'a at 09,0 hours stopped at a
hamlet 3 miles south of leipa'a for the claim of
bride paymente The informant’s nare was...f'eceee.
eseosdelbddeecshowever the nan who wos respomsible
wan away at the time the patrol was at the hamlet,

-Arrived at Beipa’a about 0340 hours ir. D.J. Christie

Kaekae Avaisa) and nskel where we would stay until
we left,

20.I.Q. of Patrol) introduce’ me to the L.C.M.

-le were iven the chief's cluh=rouse. The patr:
gear wa: unlcaded omto the elubt-house und the
census books were prepared for the census,

~Uharted cemsus at 10,00 urs. and continued until
11,45 Uf course tl.ere was a short break for
lunche. we postponed e census recordin; until
Lelnesday because therc vere sigms of strom and
it was starting to drizzle.

J=10=69 Had u da, from Uensuse Inspected the Village,
trade-stores, bakeries (rvhe last two for cheir
lirencen) and note ' lown Lhe numb -~ of houses
under three hea ings - (N¥, NMSV & OF see ap ondim)

e partienlarly looked to see if the bakeries were
conformin.: the henlth rejulations

10=12=69 Continued to Lake Census startin: st 08,00 hrs and
worke'! until about 16.49 hrse. Ialked to the memn
ahbout 20,00 hrse. in the eveninge "he nen were told
that tre spread of Communism throughout lurope,
snme countiries of Africa and inSo Loutl “aat Asia
and the next pluce :t wi ht o to is rapua an? New
Guineae, Uow ‘he Australia is hancing over the
Goverament ¢t roopua an! Now Guinea and it is very

importunt that the @0 le like the ! ekeos mujp orted tieir Govern cnt

if they wsnted it to be stronge The me. were also
told that now is the time that they woke up and
started working for theusmelviose

11=12-69 ~Visited the two womens' clnbs in Lhe village and tol!

them that positions were vacant for 21 or over year
old girl with standard eix educatiom to be trained
#s a elfare . i tant.

Ag common to all "ekeo peo le "he wouen were

reluctant in letting their daughters (0 avay becsuse

of t ¢ |'Liifi‘t§ﬁe*v' m t get sarrieds In the
M - "él}' two girle were interviewed

but of %he two one's molher was a bit wnwiiling
50 reall ondy one girl w s interviewed for the
position us elfare Assistant, The wonen w re told
that the period of course was 10 nonths at !'ilne

Baye.
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~The wonon ¢ alpo tol that after ahe hap beon tralne
aho willoumo da o or own peor?~ (the mekeo o Tole!
and asolist in the rumninge of vox .feludbn,eto,

"o ted Dodpi?u for ‘nmoano ¢ about 1J.)0 hre, vhon wo
arriveds at  ouno we inepected the willupoe and eounto
the Mo, of living housene uring ocur inspection we noted
that the drinking and gooking wutor diun®t look wery
ho 1lthy beooune the o nopeoople pot thel: wuter cut of
wn or-bow lakel. mounder) und I stress hore $oc that they
uoe tho sanme wator for bdathing, and the distance bdbotwomn
the Irinking and bathing o 1o only about 10po, It
1 ourrising enoush thot the otind » of witer? 1ike thie

t ‘ngano cffecting nony lives, nly tiwree docths this

0&1.'('961;"0
- talke! to the womeno? club ot about 14,00 hro, and $olkod
to the mop about 20,00 hra. in tho s Te t:1lk o

the farmor group @ buoed on t.e fucto ta? yor
oldé i low clder/ with stundixrd 6 o’ncation wos wintod
for the pos!tion co o 'elfure solot nt and the triining
ocntre was at Milne Ty lusting 10 nmontlo.

-m nan were giver vono factual cvonto of today coneorm

the Govermmont, thot i, the hand over of Govern
nent to cma Vow Guineons n we tol! that tholr
pup;ort w.s needed,$hio ¢t 1k wus nore or les: & repotitiom
of what wvoo sodd at BEIFA?

4 e ) - ormonond censuo fur o no village ot 08,00 lrs, and
fininhe' at cbout (09,30 lhwro,
The © trol then ret ome ¢t¢ Toreina tatien,

151 2=() - od Bearoty 10,00 hro. an otopped at ipeana,
I took charpe of the putrel in the muantimeo dbocanse
"Pe odel'Tiotie( the CIC of potrol) wmo left behind
at Derein to meet the Commission from the House of
soomb’y with the councillors of tho sub= iotrdct
nd Lo hove meeding w i1 about 1 00 hre,
I hir ¢ the .ipeam: tructor for Furid, Arrdve’ ot hared
shout 14.) hes. Inopecte the villire nd noted dowm
the Wo, of living heuses, 1l1sc lecke! vt the trrde-utores
{4),0 bakery =nd the throe(3) cemetrico,

[ ) ook gonus fron 00,00 hre.tc 12,80 hro, rrunged
oarriors for She putrel gour to be sarriod frax
ltarail ‘2 Toboo. ‘oparted nar.i &t udoud 13,30 hre.
croeoding o ngudang. riv m arrived ot Rebeo

15.30 hrp. the ocurriors werc . 400(10 conte per
Iéour)ull! o otick o tobeococ. fourty conto inciudod
(;'.Zh ‘.-".1’.",.

[N ~'Q0lk con.us !‘or'M' Bedoo Vi.l'l:gu o hre,
Inopeete the villoge nd took note the o of
11 + housem,
op rted Bebeo for Inuwouni crocoing & tridtutayy of
ne buneo river. Carricrs from Tobee vere pald Mle
plug tvo  ticks of to ccco.
P00k conous ot Imowcani bYoat 95.00 lxrs. nd Tinio’ of
ut chout € 16.30 lhre,
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Thursday - 18-12-69 Ve had difficulties in obtaining carriers
~left INAWAUNI about 7.30 a.m. and arrived

st Imounga at about 10.45 a.m.
-We told the Imounga counciller that there

weren't sufficient men at Imcunga $c carry
ou¥ things back so we would like the carriers

from INAWAUNI to stay with us that night, but
the councillor didn't tell tho carriers and

we moved off.
=Vhen we arrived a. Imounga the carriers frem

INAVAUNI wanted to return home stra ght awvay
80 they wanted their . We told them

that, 2L 5 carriers stayed back we would be
alright then. Anyway five carriers decided

to stay back bmt ths rest without telling

us (zrob.n{ because of the fear that we
might tell them to sta)') ran away to their

2882 census from 3.00 p.n. till about 4.30 p.;.

] Priday - 19-12-69 -mnwunaum«-mmw,w
urumtmmnmtourg‘h -
at WAUNI, we

) %0 INAWAUNI., Onm sarriwval
found thet the was almost mt

s st m—— e,

people. The told the

people to go te the gardens s0 that when we

arrive from we wn't have to

carry for us. councillor wase

-tthovuhrnlhnnmmatu

that we didn't pay the carriers. Ve

answered him that if the carriers from Inawauni

m:‘n.:.‘-t:o‘:r:n they

woul us heir pay ore they
to tke village.

thin. At mnmnuu:
to the village and soon came back with the
council othat he had. Mind you he
wasn't the barge when we arrived.
He threw che barge onte the rest-héuses
-when things oooled down a bit then

=-Sent for the Inawaia tractor.
=it arrived at about 10 p.m. and we departed

Toyota.
=By the time we were at the station it was
3 o'clock Saturday morning.

End of Patrol.
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2. 3ATUAZION REPORR

Political - the people of MEKED as a whole don't pay smch attention

Foonomic

to Local Govermment Council. They knmow that it is
there but they den't really know t it is there for
or for what purpose does it exist in their villages.

Similarly the people don't really know what the
House of Assembly is and where do the ministers of the
big departments stand.

Probably been explained teo thea. It is
perhaps for S ;-m that not mmch attention is paid

to the above two paragraphs.

In terms of Political Education, ¢ ‘-zoo
Mekeo don't know the form of Government

made of.

In answer to this uncertainty, a talk was given to
most men of each village and in some cases women and
children came along too. The men were chown the shape
in which the Govermment stand and the people like the
Mekeo were the bottom lime that is & ll.tho
Government, and it was most importamt the people
like ﬂum supported their Govermmemt. To do this
they should listem to what their coumcillors said.

There were few men amongst the crowd in each

village who tend to oppose us by ¢ questions
or making comments tha mmm.

“ is

= There are 4 types of crops

cofiee, cocoa, rice and cocemuts, Bulg‘:ly
the first three introduced crops now exist in the area
because the cocommt has beem here all the time. However,
now the peo ooffnvulau -uhu)d ‘a started
to realise importance cocomt
planta more ecomomically.
co (nh'u). r e of vi.uuo as INAWAUFI
ﬂ%.mu coff oo. plantsbear fruits the

g
gs

problems of marketing them and how to get them to the
market qui e Por this above reason the crops now
have beem 1 with weeds all around thes.

This cx';g.mu in soae covering avite
a ucm. village such as pa‘a, Bebeo and
Inawauni grow this screop, but for the u-orouun
stated in the above paragraph that the pecople have left
the orops with weeds growm all over theama. Anothsr
minor reason is that this crops are labour intenusive

and since the Mekeo people are more of an individual,
not as a group working people, they don't help the owner
of the crop to harvest it or to do whatever necessary
llbomuo

_{g & is generally grown, harvested and satem or
to Beréina station and to some stores in the village

concerned,

The rice when harvested requires to de threshed end
winnowed and I've seen stdek of rice with straw in
Beipa'a not threshed and winnowed,

The people of Mekeo are interested in Cattly farming.
Several mens' names have been tsken and they have been
told that they will be sent to the Highlands to learn
how to look after the cattle. They have also being
told too that, the length of time in which they would be

at the Highlands which is 3 - 5 months,
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Host Mekeo people are gemerally uuaware >f the activities of the
Government however there are few who are politically aware of whkat
is happening in the Government and the House of Assembly.

The ple themselves didn't kmnow that there are differemt
am-z:'nmmmnﬁmmnu.m.rm
mnembers alongside the Ministers for big departments.

There is a high percentage of absenteeism of people trading
in Port Moresbhy or enployed somewhere in the territory.
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