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T.i.,l.on. ,.. 
07-4-1 (h,,. R.f.....,....... . .. ............ ................ '. 

If om1brae c.lt for :{EC : LR 
Mr ................ .... .. ..... .... ......... ..... ............ . 

n::RRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINF.A 

Oeparlmenl of Di.IJlrict AclminislraUon. 

iester· .. D.t.striot) 
E~ 

i6tL .uec iber, 1"165. 

r rtttach Ort...,in .1 ad. one co y of' the above rf) ort. 

2. he bri ee constructed by r·r. Johnston i a iJ~at 
cl~sa structure and .-t j s pleasin£ to see tne enthusiastic co­
Oi.)ar :s..on o'f the 1.-eO.tll • Howev~r, it 'f : s \;A mist ke to imrly 
th t a tr~otor and tr ... i ler woul .. i. be · l l ocated to ea.m, a.s tni9 
ia unlike . within the foreseeRhJe fqtu 1'Ven 1.n ·the 
unlilcely event of one be111J alloo:.at , it ould be usele .=Js durin 
the wet an certaini.y wo tl ot be justi f:i ed in col ec tit ,<; eopr· 
on regul basis - tnough ooe i b l ~· the 1. ILini trati on could 
assist on occaei 1e. 

3. 
act .l: vitieo. 

11r. !Tohnston h· . .c~ .mbmi tte a good raport of his 



TF..RRlTORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

T~DISADM 
r.1.p1aon. 
Oaa Rcf.nnce ... .... .. ?.92 /. '7-1•2 / l.0-3-1 (iii) 
If collinf1 a.It for 
Mr .. · .............. ......... ................ ....... . 

Mr. K. B. c. J obnston, 
Cadet Patrol Ot!icer, 
Morebea4. 

Dear Mr. Jonnstn, 

Department of District Administration. 

Sub-District O!fice, 
Morehea~, 
Western District, 
Papua. 

8 
.&1 previeusly di cuasecl Yi th yeu1 pleas• be read7 at 7 .30ua t.aorrwl 

• July, 19'5" to proceed to Roaku nll•I• to e01DB• ce a rad wrk patre 

Pt:i1oner1 will be aw.1lable to aove you trt.:11 Morehead te Roaku tr• 
vh1ch rlllap you will preceed with lecaly ebtaimd carr.1•r•• Yeu v1l1 
pr90eed al•DI the Ro*11 te Veaa fth1c11lar road, until allab tiM •• ,.. 
arr1w at a briq. vtd.ch in your pinien •eds repar1B1. Yeu Will ,_.rri .. 

•oe••ZT npairs tiben 1rooeed to the next such brid.p. llnep •• 
'belw 1ta te4, r•u will preoeed in th11 .... r at11 yeu arr.in •' Ia&tMMi~ 
nllap1 a\ vtdch pei•t yea vill retllftl te Morehead. • .. ,..,~~l\i&{~·: 

!be exception te the a bov• is that I viah te be back at Konbea.i 
no la r tihall Tueada7 20th, July, 19'5" but no seoner tban SaaclaJ' 18tll l111J'1 
19'S aa yet! will be accOl_lP&D7bl ae on a patrel to the ha.DB Ply d.epartlnc 

orehe&d en sday 22ad •• July, 19'5'. . .. . . •' 
Cenatabl ~· BIRUA v111 ac.~cempaey y u, he baa anr ten ,..-.1 · .. xpe . enee1 ·• 

auch or it in th11 Sub-Distr·ict. Do not cenei .. r it a• ln~ll*itt te aeelt ~ 
adv11• fr• his. · · · · • · . . . • • 

You will obtain la bourera aad carriers tel'll all Y1.llag•1 aleng · tile w 
and yeu u7 1nC11cate to them that I will be arm.eyed it their •• -..rati• 
is net tortheom1Jlg. Yeu will also pay them at the rate et apprexill& t..17 'I- per tull day•a work, and make small payment ter tOod purchaM• te teed 
them. For thi yeu will require an advance ot £100. 

Should you tind youraelt at Indcrodor with tiM to spare, nttu'n rlth 
kb urera cutt~ grass along the road as you go. 

Du. to m. ture qt this work yon will need to carry caanrae a cu:, 
by the job. Unless a b~ce in need of attenti•n is right by a rtll1tce yeu 
vill have no c~use te use rest beu•11 Routtac.;admin11tration dllul.d net be 
neglected As a second&~ aim or the patro!u~t should a~ •tters et a 
serious ol' semi serious nature arise, despafch the parties inTelnd to tieaa 
where tbe matter can be dealt v1 th. · 

Take the necessary tools, nails and ether stares !rOlll the D.Dc..&• stora 
at Morehead. Should you have an7 queries please discuss them v1. th • before 
you leave. I hope to be able to travel to Weam during the weekend ot 17th. 
18th. July to inspect prngress" 

I vish you an enjoyable ten days 1n the bush. 

Yours Faithfully, 

(I. M. Douglas) 
a/Assistant Distri~t Ccmn1ss1oner. 



MOREHElD RIVER PATROL POST 

MORE:BBAD s. D. 

WISTDI DISTRIC 

Pa trel lo.1 ot '5'1" 

PREAMBLE. 

Patrol COD~lleted ..,, B.B.Q.Johnston CPO 

1 member or the RoP. &: N .a.c.(Const BIRUA KURORO) 

Area Patr.lleda The Morebead-Weaa Road 

Dt1ration of Patrols 8/7/'' to 20/7/'? - 13 days 

Ob~ect of Patrols Road Maintenance 
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1. or th r ge, I •..... som hir 
it was .J. c be buUt a.s fa!' as possible a ove -:ha water lavel at th he i h o~ ~he " ins. 
it vs to :ve an endurance of many yearri and to be of suff ·ent strength o boar a trac or ar -
:J:oaded trailer·. I envls d that a tractor would t t.O future dat e be mad available to 
the gO'l9rimtnt station at Weo, would employed to collect copra f . om he villageia, since 
11nless thb is the Adntnniatrationa copra che11W3 vill hgve no hope o succes:;. I made rtr3' 
1ntent10aii ·olear to the villages perhap . this L~ why t hey engaged on the bridge bu.Uding vith 
such ulcJw•• vholehaarted enthusiasm. AS things stand, t.heir faith in copra: is very wak• 

&.a they told tn e, tlw d1atenees are to1o rar { the !\lrthest t. y are prepra-ad to carry 
copra being about an boor' valk) and the curir..e is to•o laborious {thayhav no conrallrayers 
an.d the little they have produce has been cured c:;ver open fires .) 

2. The old bridge had be· n su ported on woocten p!les w, eh aM sunk into the river-\)e(l 
leavir.g the bridge lop-eidad ,.and preoarimsly e'.lpp orted. ome or t piles hod been 
smashed, ntl.y under the w ight or luilabber tha 18d · ilt up against .he.m.. e banks 

sl1 1 eav1.ng_ a gap at one end. 

I dGcllded to build the m new bridg of e.ufftcently solid timbers to 
eliminate the need ror supp rts 1n mi -strellll. • he f'ive main t rs s annir.g the st.re 
we-e of up to five ro g!.rth at the larger e , ta r o ,\Jo ancl heJ.f' reet, and o~ 
ort1- five t length. Th~ large and supports ... t.welve fe ... t .ong and up to eight teet 
n girth. Ti-tree vood waE u13d. This 18 a hard, stro g vood of r:ood d abUUy. well- grown 

Ti-tre . -wood la denser than \ltlter. The positioning of the la.rg timbers , each or vhi h I 
should 1-gine vould veig trom one to twc torus, oreee ted om p obl m s, but ~eexwero 

· deal t vith as they arose lth iii:l:t th aid or bush r and rollers, ramps arid levers. 

4. fore bu:J.lding th~ b.,..idge, the ,q,nks were 1Ut rut behW revetments. In 
• this m&nne<"' I was able tt.:' reduce the d stance to be bridg f r oa ,5 feet to 2:3 feet. BJ' 

emp laying timbers or a i'·~rty-five root 1 ngth stlrur< er structer w&D built th&n would 
h~e otber.1tse been the case, although nearly all the weiP.'.ht still f s on the larger 
end-tillbers, w !oh rest on the edge of the banks. These lar\,,er ~d + ibers vere Lhe. rore 
supported 1n such a vsy F.: to prevent 1zm them r o p s"tti'J~ th ~ b outvards. 

___________ 0~10. ______________ ___ 
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T1 Lgri:u J)J, DM 

Tel1,plw11~ ?02 / 67- l - 2 / 10- _,- 1 (:i iJ.) 0 parlmcmt of Dist rir.l Administration, 
Our n,.f e1ence , 

If i u ling a l for 

Mr . 

. C. John3ton, 
trol 0 · ·. er, 

.io t-'t ead. 

'1r r •. Joh1 ~ton 1 

.. s prcviou ly C4i.3CUSl3 d lJ. th ) OU' plPb.Se le rCHl.d 
uly, 1~ ~ to 0cee t o 1tU v llaFe o cocrnenc c 

' i •; r ·et , 

t 7 7,0am tomorrow, 
1 ro.:. i;ork patrol. 

l ~i&oner dll be a ··nlu J e t o .. ove you rom or chea.t to OUX.U f om 
which v lllDfe you wiL. proc ee with ., oc l ly ob toi .:.ed car:riers. You wj 11 
proceed alon'\ the .r."OU U to .earo veh culer roau., •nt.il cucb time as you 
nrr ·ve at a ri.a e whic in your o irion Heedc re . irin . iou '11 supervise 
the nee ary re ~drs, thf. oroce .d tc the next ., eh · ridRe. Except as 
below ted, yo1 wil: procc din his .a1ner until you arrive at bO 0 0 

at which point you ·n ~. l ret\ rn to 1or head . 

The •xception ':o 
n o l · ter 
1965 
:ore y 

I wi ti h you to be b ck &.t Morehe 
bu t n scone than ..:>Unday 18th., ,·· uly, 
a ratrol to the _rans . •ly ep ~-ing 

ConG a blP ... J ~' h 
~en of lt in con 

•> houlc' yo to &rare , r tu1·n 1.-ri tl: 
l:. bour -s 

0 J ye, 1- t 



..... ' -

1 ' I Rn mY ( I· 

T ft-phone 
ut R / .. , .,net . 

02 I 67-1- I 10- 3 -1 (iii I 

lf collmg a It f 
\Jr 

:r. E . ; • C. J ohnnton , 
~de Patrol Officer, 
Lorehead. 

Dear ~r . Johnston, 

T 'i\' ' l 'I. '1 \ 

D parlmenl of Di lrn. t \ dniinfalration . 

!3ub- Lintri t 
,oreh\:· 1.1, 

.• est rn D · st 
1 ~ 

l' ~ Ct; t 

As previously discussed \d t ~cu , plcaD e bo ready · t 
th ~ J uly, 1)65 to proceed to fl0Ul1J Vi1 lage 10 CO •. E"l"'CC a. 

tomorrow, 
rk ~trol . 

l 'ri... .. oner.s dl be va i.labl e to _ ov o ROiJ .U fr 
which v illa-e you wil roceed it loc c:i.inea c ..... rri~rs. Yo till 
_ roceed a.lon the ~? ·CLU to lie, m veh · cul?r 1 c_ 'lll t · 1 trnch t.i e as ,,:ou 
a rrive at a brid e which in your opjnio 1 ! e ..., r p irl.11 _ 'ou will upervi e 
the r. c~s a ry r epajrs, then to the ne .. { t: uch bridge.. Except as 
bel ow st- ted, you will .. a n u. til you arrive at 11 l 01 UDO.c)O 
v illaget at which .orehead. 

T e exception to 
late.r than 1l'uesday 

1965 as OU wL .. l be 
'~orehead on I'hurDday 

Con t:.1bl e 
~uch of it 
'tdvi e 1 ro 

a. 

t he <>bove is 
<::.C th. ,July, 
cc panying 

_2nd ~ 

th- t 
1 <)u_,.. 

a 

·1ish yo to e b a t Lor.head 
ut I1 c.oone 18th . J~· y, 

1,a trol deJi3.~ ting 

ov~r t n years ex~erie ce, 
~i<ler i t n ind"g. ity to G ck 

c p 
e JOU 

not be 



. OREHEi;.D IVEH ~ TROL roST 

MOREHEAD S .D. 

JESTERN DISTRICT 

13l,trQ1 No .1 ot: 6 21~ 

flatrol couducte by .B C .John ton i.,.p) 

Patrol personnel: 1 member of the - .P. l •• ~. (Const BIRUA KURORO) 

Area patro ~d: The Mo :.head-W'eam Road 

Duration of trol: 8/7/65 to 20/7/65 - 3 days 

Object 01 Patrol: Road Ma.inte ence 



1 0 

fATROL DIAfil 

JULY the 3.YJ,: Patrol departed OREHEAD at 0805 hrs rossed the 
R er, and proceeded along the road to .OUKU. First 
portion or the road badly overgrown. Arr ved Rou.ku 
0925 hrs: - Only four men availa le tor porterage, so 
an equiva:e t number of prisoners sent back with one 
warder. Pre~ ed d to IOKWA, which is of the rehead­
wea.m road, f · r r.-i.ore carrier : A1·rived 1120 hrs after 
1 bom· 35 millut s walk. Carriers fed and btained 
only se n !"6 carriers. Others saiA o be at gardens, 
and as thes . lay on th way to TOKWA, proceeded thither. 
Found only one man, and continued to Tokwa which wa 
reached at 1615 hr , after Ji hours on th mar·ch. Three 
men pre sent. Remained overnight. 

t~ 9 Retained four prisoners; the others u patched back 

t .e 1 Qlt.11: 

he 11.!Jl: 

t e 12_tb: 

the 1 t 

with remaining ward r. A ter wa!ting unsuccess y 
for food to arrive, departed back along the Morehead-

eam road to two damaged briciges. Came to the first 
and smaller hridge after 40 minutes 7 and a larger one 
half-an-hour .ater. c:€ared camp-si~e. Day sp nt in 
setting up camp, wh e I surveyed the po sibilities 
and laid my plans. That evcni~g received reli ble 
information that no bridgt~s . e own beyond Tokws.. 

Cut f i e main beams to spa the river. 

c t six lar e i rs or d s pport. 

~' d r v tmen ·s built OU fro the ba.nk • 

Fill out th, banks behin revc.., ent • Po.31t:1on d 
l~r e en--timbers, end likA ise th maL.1 ams 
tr~dd ..... irg the st:r am. 

th i4 Levell d th main ams (so that surfacin bears on 
all lve). Cuts~ ller imber~ for add tiona 1 nd 
s ~pport. Labour given the a er oon off. De par1,,ed - " 
1200 hrs wi.h for risoners en rote Mor h:')ad f0r 
mor money, t o , m .... dlcal supplies t etc. .. ea J.~PC1 
.ouku 1415 hrs ; epa. ted 1435 hrs7 arrived or head 

525 hrs. Coll0 cte , quir ·men s including fo r mor 
) i one 'Y" o _,.r to al to eight. D pa. ... t d at 1700 hrs; 
arrive Ro ku ~750 ; departed 1810; arriv · at t e cam 

t 2050 hrs. 

nd suppo t in · .a e 11 Cu 
approach at elth r end. 

~ n er c lShed n ath on 

~ n ~a s, an ~h 
o ts , er 



2. 

JULY ·~he 1 ~; liested. 

the 2Q.1U: Got down to the final work on the bridge which 
consisted of t~i1Uning. When the work was tinished I 
took the villagers to a good vantage point ~long the 
banks, turnFd thHm abou , and r>inting to the bridge 
said, "Wop naao. 21 "Name! Namol rejoined a -horus ot 
voices. Broke c mp and set out at f 105 hrs. Reac 
Rouku at 1310 hrs, the tail end of the patrol a , 
4o minutes .i.ater. Departed Rouku at 1410 hrs and 
arrived on ths banks of the river, oppo ite lhe Station, 
at 1~55 hrv. So ends the patrol. 



THE BRIDGE 

1. For the bridge, I wanted something simple and strong. 
It was to be built as far as possi~le above the ¥ater level at the 
height of the Rains. It was to have an endurance of many years and 
to be of suffi ient strength to bea? a tractor and loaded trailer. 
I envisaged that a tractor would at some future date be made available 
to the governmAnt station at Weam ana wou .d be employed to collect 
copra fro the villages, since ~ess this s done the Administration's 
copra scheme will have no hope ot success. I made my intentions clear 
to the Yillagers and pgrhaps this is why they engaged on the bridge 
building with such wholehearted enthusiasm. As things tand

1 
their 

faith in copra is very weak: as they told me, the distances are too 
.. t r (the .t'urthest th 7 are prepared to carry copra being abo~t an 

hour's walk) and the curing is too laborious (they have no copra­
dryers and the little they have produced has been cured over open fires). 

2. The old bridge had been suppor~ed on wooden piles 
which had sunk into the river-bed leaving th bridge lop-sided and 
precariously supported. S of the piles had been smashed, apparently 
under the weight of lumher that had built up against them. The ~-rtlts 
had slipped, leaving a gap at one end. 

3. I decided to build the bridge of sufficiently 
solid timbers to eliminate the need for upports in mid-stream. The 
tin main timbers spanning the strea.m were of up to tive-root girth 
at the larger endl tapering to two a1d a halt feet, and of rorty-tive 
toot length. The arge end supports were twelve feet long and up to 
eight teet 1n girth,, Ti·-tree wood was used. This s a hard, strong 
wood or a good durability. Well-grown Ti-tree wood is denr;er than 
water~ The positioning of t~e large timbers, each of Yhich I s ould 
imagine would weigh from oni\ to two tons, presented some problems, 
but these i.tere dealt with as they arose ~-ith the ajd of bus -rope 
and rollers, ramps and lev~rs. 

4. B9fore building t he bridge ~he banks were built out 
behind r vetment s. In t his manner I was aile to reduce the distance 
to be bridged from 35 feet to 23 feet. By employing timbers or a 
forty-rive foot i~ngth a sturdier structure was built than would 
hat otherwise be n tne case, although nearly all the weight still 
falls on the larger end-t mbers, whi~h rest on th~ edge oi the ·anks. 
These larger end-tlJ1be s were therefore .'3upported i n such a way as to 
prevent them from pushing the banks ouvwa1ds. 



TERRITORY OF PAP A A D NEW INEA 

PATROL R~'PORT J. lL.J _._ 

i 1 
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans. . . ............ .. ... _ .. .. .... .. ...... .... .......... .. 

Du . -F· 11 c; I,./,( ?') ,... ;J ranon tom .... .. .;. .. . < ... ,. l~ ....... to .. .. .. f . A' ... ./19 .... . . 

Did Medic2l Assistant Accompany ? ......... ...... -~ ................ .. ....... ..... .. 

Last Patrol to Arca by-District Service ...... .. /. ..... . / 19 .. .... . 

Medical ....... .;. ... ... ./19 .... . 

1.-Iap Refer'"nce .. ..... .. .... ......... .... ...... ... .. ..... .... ....... ........... ............................................ ............... .. ...... . 

thn ' ·t • i"" 1(• 
... .. ...... ': ... .... .. . .... ... .. . ~ ...................... .............. . . 

Director of District Admini-trati n , 

PORT MORESBY. 

mount Paid f r W.:ir Dam gc 

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Tru t Fun 

Amounr p::iid fr m P E.D.P. Tru t und .. 

.. .. .. ............... ........... .. .. ..... .... .. ....................... . .... ..... . .. . 

... ....... ······ ·· ·· ····· ················ ............................ , ....... ... , ............... ················· ............ .. ······· ···· 
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l'clt ront .... • . .. 

Our RefNl'nrc . ·· '7-4-1 
I caUinq ,,.I_ f r,r 
Mr .. 

h Di otor, 
Depart ant of Die ric 
kOJEOO 

I tee . orig1.n l nd ::> , en 

z. The objects o! this patrol 
~••• n ceeaa.r'7• The 11 t of Mot Dl 
Diatrict Eniuier&tor. 

/) patl 11 •11r 11 U1 tru t • dmini-.t•ati1111 

t r n . tric~ , 
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