
~------- ---



Drl Leo Szilard 
The Univers ity of Chi~ago 
Ha~er & 57th 
Chicago Ill 

DR. ALLEN TURBAN 

2930 COMMONWEALTH AVE. 

CHICAGO 14. ILL. 

Dec 23 I96I 

I rea d the article by Hicha rd Lewis of the Sun-Times of Dec2 & instead 
I of being more fritened, it was a reli e f to rea d an e1.rticle for a change 

tha t is truthful a s to the f a cing of a nucler r wa r, not tomorrow, but 
today. 

Only the influenc~ of the scienti s t s , n rouag&nda, if you will, to keep 
getting s psce in t he newspapers & magazines & on the air, that there is 
no denfence, no de t errent, & no s a f e ty from the danger of a nuclear war 
today, amy minute, except thru tota.l & complete disarmament~ People 
in yow position by persona l canta ct with otber scientists & each in
fluencing the other to s eek such op , ortunities for public propaganda . 
Thru my own tremendous reG-ding from va rious sources, l feel assured 
tha t '•v Germany will aga in cre c- t e the snark. Tha t is the rea son that 
ins te2.d of referring peo nle to some of the more complica ted works, I 
am recommending a s im""[! le easy & f ~ s t reo.ding book, "The New Germany & 
the Old Na zi s ," b)l T V Tetens, born in ~e rlin, publishel\. by fumdom 
Hous e, all do cumented, & all to show wh~t :i. is going on in W Germany 
today. 
We should be thankful to Mr. Lewis & the Bun-Times for printing tha t 
a.rticle. If very much more of tha. t wa s done it woiAd help to thwart 
the people in the poli tic2.l & mil i tc. ry fields to keep recommending 
more & bigger bombs as the ~~tarrant. 

Couy to Richa rd Lewis & t•e 
Editors of the Sun-Times 

Very 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
Dupont Circle, N. w. 
washington, D. c. 

Dear Dr. Szilarrl : 

CHARLES PORTER 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

202 LEGAL CENTER BUILDING 

BS8 PEARL STREET 

EUGENE , OREGON 

DIAMONO 3·3321 

December 8, 1961 

It was very good to see that you have embarked on your 
establishment of a council for abolishing war as reported 
in The New York Times last Sunday. I would like to hear 
about the response. 

I attended a disarmament conference at Columbia recently. 
One small result is the enclosed news release. 

Best of luck to you, 

Sincerely, 

Charles Porter 

CP:p 



--,..... 

2022 Eastchest~r Road 
New York 61, New York 
De c ember 4, 1961 

Dr. Lee Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Dr. Szilards 

If you would be so cind a s t o a llow me a few minutes of 
your time, I would like to present a fe w thoughts on the subject of 
brin~ing about wo r ld disarmament. It is my hope the.t upon reading this 
lett er you \-till find some of my sugp-e s tions not too unreasonable, 
perhaps even practical and useful-. 

Le ad ing to disarmament , there a r e three important steps. 
A pl an ( tec\mic a l 'l.rrangcments ) must be developed. State s must agree to 
disa rm and to the plan. The requirements o~ the plan must be carried out. 
Novt it seems tha.t 11lmost a ll of our effort s have been concentrated on one 
aspect or t he n.bove------educatint; , pe rsua.ding sta tes to disarm. The 
assumption has teen that if polit ' ca l ag r eement could be effected, the 
ne ces sary t echnic a l a rrantements woul soon fo llow. Yet, I tend to think 
that the opposit e i s mo r e like ly. That is, given a comprehensive and 
t e chnically sound pro6ram fo r di sa rmament, the politica l agreement is likely 
to follow. And inde ed, i mp e rfections i n the technica l a rr angements have 
been the most co~~on, overt reaso n s g iv~n by the United States for its 
f '3. ilu r e to r each ~n ac;recu:e:1 vtith t ho . s .S. R. on a nuclea r test ban treaty. 
I n vie't: o f this, it is CJmu zinf that so littl e \-To rk has b een done, by the 
"int" restod " sta t e ::: , or , mor e i mportantly, -y those groups and individuals 
inte r e sted i n dls c. rn;anent , t O devE·l op ·:- " soun techn i r-a l bas is for an agreement. 
Ther-:: for e , I 1-1oulrl like :.o ~ue;;:: r- st tha. t an international organization of 
scienti s ts , engine e rs , a nd ~c l~v l n rs b9 cree.t e d in orde r to accomplish the 
~0 llcw i n ,::- : 

1. De ve l opment of the rue 'Hl C of detectinr; nucl ea r e xplosions 
2. Deve lo~ment o i nspection s ystems 
). Rese rch into a ll ot he r t e chn ico lo s ic a l problems of disarmament 
4. Explor 'J ti :--n of the socia l , e conomic, psychological, political, 

e tc . p r ol· lemc o f J i "'-'n n!:o:::ent 1:y know l :c' c..nble p eo~ le in the se field s 
5. Th r· : ri-':..: ·1:; c ~" d:rnft tr <- " 1 ;c <, test ban t o comprehensive 

di crrrn:or:wnt 1 th~t v ill e!-.co:·~ ~ c ::_, th ., . 1 ,~ o. the ovc re search. These 
:r-::et i :: s ;.vou l d !::· ; r 0s3:-: t c ' ~ ~! . . 

0
0 1 ·· n::;ent s lnvo1 ved and would ~rve as 

wO;..L ':l 1 s :'o r "L 1s r· cL _1. n e;re ~u.e· .. t s ~ ·on ~ '..lr : :.. ; gov" rl111:cnt s . 
Thir ~r[r ni za tion wou ld be spo n sore c a n~ ~ina.nced by a ll indiv i duals end 
~ roups i nt e r e ste d in promotin[ ·.:o r lr..l :;_1c-:ce . Its member s wou ld be strictly 
non-..;ov-r: -m"!' ent:;. l. The y ;.:ou l d be ~iv n "11 means necessary to carry on the 
abbv~ D~ . ~ t ione d r nsco rch • . 
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Now a most i mportant aspect c'f this approa ch is that the 
e st '1 blishment o.:' such · n orr;an i :::e.t i c ,., 1:o·,l d rrpresent t he f irst attempt 
b~ t 1 GJ i nt e rested i n eis~r~RPent to dir e ctly i nflUSllCC the WO rld political 
s iJ.:. :: t.ion :.>.nd therefo re directl y inf l u e-nce the historical processes leading 
t di sarmen:cnt. I n t he past He hs. v~ a l \ln :·s be en one or two degrees r.em.oved 
:'~om this . '·le hnv '3 tri~C. to i nfluence _ vnl'nrocnts , who wou. l d o r vrould not 
J~te r into n~gociat . n s . Or, we h ave tr i e d Lo por su~dc individuals to, 1 ~n turn, try t o per s ~;.d o hc i,r g$ vc rnmcJ,t s to enter. into disarmament · negac.ie.t1ons. 
:i:s it strange , therd'ore, that tho CJ.'T3r a.=e pe rson fee l s far remo ved froB\ ·.t 
id 8!"-tifi cation rlith lth.~~d isarmRmel' t no vo:Jrn0 t 7 In the past and at present 
the r e has been littl~his i ndi vidua l cou l d do t o bring it about. 1hat an 
oppor~ ni ty sho~lJ cxis for peo l e t L~ c o c involved in and id entified with 
~· t.an <.,i l e step t o pre vent nuclea r \lar is ve ry desirable. Furthe,rmore.; in a s 
I~ uch u s thi s ) rgsni ze.tbn '~<IOu l d be a sic a lly apo li~ica1, it ~rould allow d:!'. 
An.cr i c:-- n s,in.1ps.rticubr , t o •,.,rork fo r "':.le prvvention o" f war in a wa'y that 
.rou l d not a rrous e J~he ir f en. rs CO l•Cc rn i n.::; po lit ic r--. 1 ct ivity. 

\ie ll, wha t 1·1vu. l d J.he e;.,is tenc e of a comprehensiYe and:d·eaU.~tic 
program to c c' .. ieve tl i s r mament mean? It v;ou l d n:e an tha t now we could go to the 
GOVernments invo 1 ved a nd say, "Lool-~ , a \v3. to n.rri ve a t l'lorld disarmament exists~ 
VIe have .•ivrked out the prob l ems involved. You h s.ve no excuse for n:ot signing an 
agre emr:mt on t he ma tter." A.Yld most l ikely t. e gove rnments would subtlely, but 
effe ctive ly, r ef us e to go throu h \dth C ;,e plan. But t hen, we can turn .t.o the 
peo~ l es of the '~<IO rld and say, "Lo . k, a ·,;a r to a r rive a t wo r ld disar~ment 
ex i sts . But it i s your i;Ove rnments thr.t a r e pre venting d isa rmament from bei~ 
rea li zed. :e l p us \..o pcrs'llade them not to do this." And then, would not the 
pres sure of nill bns of peo pl e , Hho h ac pnld to get wha t the ir governments 
wou l d not get fo r t lt'=lm, b0 effective i n brincs i ng a bout world d i sarmament~ 

You may s ay t hat the approAch I suggest \-fi ll lead to e. 
duplication of ef-"'ort. A United Sta t es d i sarn;cment agency exists ahd ~arious 
groups have lon~:; bc 'm ut tackinr; '\..he prob l ems of i surmament in a piec"mee.l 
fashio n. Yet, it is questbnab l e whc tl-:e r th i s agency will de lve into the matter 
as th<J r oughly 'lnd syst em9 tic31ly s. s i s necessary. And even if it did, it would 
still be c. government og ency, subj e ct to s tront,; pres sures .from il'ltte...,r 
governmental sources to wi t hhold i nfo r mation, to study only certa in aspects of 
the problem, to be b i a s ed in its con c lusi ~ns, to draft unsigne.ble treaties. 
There a r9 many othe r r easons why it i s better that t~e bas ic work on the 
disa r mament quest i 'Jn shoul d be non- governmenta l, a lthough \'lork done by the 
C. isa rmament agency s.y e us e ful . Wi t .1 r ega r ( t~ .. the numerous other studies 
tha t a re cu r ·ently being car r i eG. out , i t •·:o·1ld !Je the ta sk o"' t h e proposed 
o rgani zati ~n t o enco rpora t e these e f~o r ts into the main body of research. 



Perhaps the one most imposing obstacle to the erea't1on 
of the propo sed disa rmam~nt organiza tion i~roblem of financing it. 
This may be especia lly true

1 
as e. l c rge i nitial sum of money would probaoly 

be needed. Yet, on secane thought , t e di f ficulty may not be so great. 
In addtion to the l a r ge numbe r o f indi viduol contributions from a ll over 
the world, and t o the gr ants which co ul : be e:,pected from various g~upsJ :.. 
I see no rea son why t he proposed or grni z- tion co uld not act as a large 
corpo r ation, se llin[ shares in i tself , an· perhaps, issuing bonds. 

There is one last feature or · t~is orgatlization, which 
I '"ould like to mention. Would it not provide an employment f'o~"·manr~ seient~sts, 
i.. e chniciens , and schol ars the t \lou ld b~ very exciting, inte llectually, as 
vre ll n s mornlly? · '• 

I feel t hat mRny o~ t he ide a s that I h~.ve ·tried po . ex.J>ress, 
h~v~ a lready been touched upon by you, esp ecially a s developed by your 
dolphin friends. Unfortuna t e ly, I have not r ea d that Dr. Lily and others 
heve, as yet, be en ab le to enlist their a id i n so lving some of the problems 
of mankind. So, f oil ·a , whil e , we have to do ·ithout t hem. Yet, I do hope that 
you will agree , i n some resp ects, with w~R t I proposed and help to bring 
the disa rmament organization into r ea lity. While it obviously does not 
over come t he ruany factors mit i gatin:;: the chance s for an agre ment to disarm, 
it ove rcomes some important ones , and it mRy l ead to t he solution o~ some of 
ths other pr ob l cns i nvo vc • 

Most sincerely, 

f~~· 
/Joseph H. Berke 

Alber t Einstein College 
of Medicine 

..... •' 



WORLD GOODWILL 

88 Edgware Road 
Marble Arch 
London W. 2, England 

11 West 42nd Street 
New York 36, N.Y. 
BRyant 9-8781 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Enrico Fermi Institute 

for Nuclear Studies 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

December 9, 1961 

1 Rue de V arembe ( 3e) 
Geneva 
Switzerland 

We a re much interested in the state
ment which appea red in the New York Times 
under date of December )rd about the for
mation of a council to lobby~r abolishing 
war. 

Every rational and sustained effort 
in this direction is of extreme value at 
this time. We are impressed with the fact 
that world circumstances are forcing people 
everywhere to rise up in self-expression on 
this subject, and that it is now not as it 
used to be in the old days the special 
prerogative of pacifists, as such. 

Wishing you every success in your 
undertaking. 

FB/ cc 

Sincerely yours, 

WORLD GOODWILL 

(r'~:d~-
F'os ter Bailey 
Vice-President 

Aiding in e.stalJmhing right human relatioru, WORLD GOODWILL is 1m actitnty of 
the LUCIS TRUST, a rum-profit tax-exempt educational corporation founded in 1922. 
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Kra. Wilaon M. Wing 
Maryland Cosmittee tor a 

Nuclear Test Treaty 
90S Poplar Hill Road 
Bal tiJBOre 10, llaryl and 

Dear lira • Wing: 

)!1.-3 

January 14, 1982 

Leo Szilard baa asked that I reapond, on hla 
behalf, to correapondence arriving while he is on the 
lfeat Coaat. 

We will get in touch with you when and it a 
Moveaent ia initiated, and will be grk&etul tor any 
help given by you and your group. 

Youra aincerely, 

RBL:alm 



905 POPLAR HILL ROAD 

BALTIMORE 10. MARYLAND 

Dr . Le o Szilard 
Lote l du Pon t 
Washin ._; tu(), D. C. 

January 4 , 1962 

De a r Dr . Szilard : 

'l'he s te erinc com mittee of a small group which 

h a s be en me e t inc resu l arly t o wo r k on probl e ms of 
world pea ce me t, re a d , ~nd d i scusse d yo u r proposals 
for a Counci l t o Abol i sh Wa r . We inc l ude profes s ors 
of psyc hiatry , hi s tor y , En 5l i s h l i ter ature, a lawyer, 
wom e n with politi c a l and civic e xperience. 

Your pro po so l t hal men o ~ s ci enc e s e rve on a 
nati onal c ounc i l wa s well re c e i ved . Pa rticularly 
i mpre s . ive t o u s wa s the notion t ha t s u c h a group 
mu s t be part of pol i tic a l a c ti on thr ough out t he U.S.A. 

Are t here a dozen s c ien tists wh o woul d or could 

s erve ful l t i me ? Cou l d t l1is gro up , p e r h aps, be part 
o f the pres ent Pea c e hesearc h Inst i t ute under James 
Wad sworth ? 

Ho w y ou arr i ved at the t wo p er cen t of income 
f i gu r e, how t he Council c oul d functi on with th e Grass 

r oots - t hes e w 'u l d hav e t o be t hou t:;h t a bout. We 
i n our Gr oup have acted as i ndividua ls, n ot as members 

of the usua l o r s a nization. ~e h a ve n o dues, no by 
laws , no Board i n · lle t r u e sense. We have trusted 

on e ano t h e r a nd be e n trust ed by othe r s. There is 
s tre gnth in s uch a c ourse. 

We ar •- rea chin~ ou t to fin d the exp erience of 
" pe ace candida te s " in i·tas sac hu s e tt s and Seattle. We 

bel ieve such po l i Lica l a c t ivity gives me a ning to 
s t Pt ement s a nd pe titions now s i g ned by many coll e g e 
fac · .... l t~ members . · 

Thank you for the s e proposals. 

Sin~ ere ly y ours, 

:; Wvt.-<- s Lr ~., 
r~;rs 0 Wi lson jv} .~ Wing 

Maryl a n d Co mmittee f or A Nuclear 
Test Tr e a t y 

----------- --- -- ·----------------------~ 



Professor Farrington Daniels 
Solar Energy Laboratory 
College of Engineering 
The University of Wisconsin 
Hadison 6, Wisconsin 

Dear Professor Daniels: 

L~ 
I, 

I 
January 18, 1962 

Leo Szilard is on the West Coast continuing his 
addresses inviting a survey by students to estimate the 
potentialities of a Movement for Abolishing War. He has 
asked me to answer his most urgent correspondence. 

He will certainly be very delighted with your thought· 
ful letter and may very well reply directly. You can readily 
understand he has had a real avalanche of mail. 

Leo wants to let the Council define the specific 
program. The Lobby, if it is set up, would explain how to 
make use of $20,000,000 per year. Most of that would be 
applied directly by the contributor to a cause of his own 
interest in the area of war and peace. Only a small amount 
of it would be handled by the Lobby. 

l..Jhat Leo has referred to as the "sweet voice of reason" 
would be dedicated to those members of the Legislative and 
Executive Branches of the Government who have the insight 
and may want to be encouraged by a knowledge th&t there is 
a vigorous and determined minority devoted to these issues. 
As you know, Leo was a central figure in the scientists• lobby 
for civilian control of at~nic energy. In addition, I believe 
his testimony before Congress was of quite critical importance 
in the final outcome. 

It is very good to know of your contributions to the 
longer range problem of raising the standard of living in 
economically underdeveloped countries. 

Many thanks for your good wishes to Leo Szilard. 

Yours sincerely, 

RBL:alm 



THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

MADISON 6 . WISCONSIN 

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 

ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 

Dr. Leo Szillard 
Du Pont Hotel 
Du Pont Circle 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szillard: 

January 4, 1962 

I was pleased to see you in Washington last month and to find you 
looking so well. I have read your document with much interest and 
I agree with your philosophies. The world is in an extremely serious 
situation. I agree that the only solution for assured survival is dis
armament, and that nuclear bomb testing and fall out shelters are 
minor phases of the much bigger and more serious problem. I agree 
too, that the United States must be willing to make compromises and 

that it is not realistic to put all the blame on other countries. 

There is an impelling need for all d us to do something to relieve the 
cold war tensions and bring about disarmament. How to do this is a 
most difficult problem and one for which I do not feel that I have 
sufficient wisdom. I have committed myself to an intensive program 
of trying to raise the living standards of the economically underdeveloped 
countries through the development of the direct use of solar energy. 
One of the serious contributing causes of the world tensions could be 
somewhat relieved by raising the economic and social standards of 
some of these poorer countries. I admit that this is more important 
as a long range problem and that disarmament is a more pressing 
immediate problem, but I think that I can be more effective in the 
solar energy program than I can in any political program in which I 
do not feel particularly qualified. 

I wish you all manner of success in your program and feel that it is 
vitally important. Does your pro~ram in any way coincide with that 
of a group of scientists known as Scientists For Survival"? I do not 

know anything about the organization, but I have had some communication 

from them. To be really effective in your program of enlisting scientists 

for a political approach, it would seem to me that you should have a 
somewhat more spe cific program, explaining how you would spend the 

$2, 000, 000. 00 and what advice you would give to congressmen and 
statesmen. 



Dr. Leo Szillard -2- January 4, 1962 

I remember well the historic lobby by scientists for the civilian 
control of nuclear energy at the time that the May-Johnson Bill 
was pending in Congress in 1946. This lobby was surprising and 
effective. It would be fine if something similar cruld be accomplished 
for world disarmament. The difficulty, however, is that in 1946 
the matter was entirely within the United States and our problem now 
is a world problem which is much more difficult for America to solve. 

It is not clear to me how.¢ we can effectively and safely bring about 
world disarmament, but I sincerely wish you every success in your 
attempt. Nothing is more important. 

With Best Wishes for the New Year, I am 

FD:jk 

Sincerely yours, 

Farrington Daniels 
Professor Emeritus 
Solar Energy Laboratory 



llr. Leon M. Redler 
Box 281 
Albert Einstein Collece 

of Medicine 
Bronx, K. Y. 

Dear llr. Redler: 

.raauary 21, 11e1 

We haYe just learned of your lntereat in Leo 

Ssllard's propoaals throuch a letter froa Joaeph •· 

Berke aad fro. your letter of January 18. I u 

respondinl to Dr. Szilard's ur1ent correapoadence 

while he ia •till on the West Coast. We will c~ 

aunicate witb you if and when the aoY-Dt la 

iDIItituted. 

Sincerely youra, 

Robert B. LiYiaaptoa, M. D. 
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11r. Arthur Sprinpr 
19 Centre Street 
Caabridle 39, Maasacbuaetta 

Dear llr. Sprinpr: 

JaDU&I"J 21, ltG 

Your letter of January 18 to lAo Ballard is bein1 acknowledpd in his absence. Be hu aued .. to respond to ur1ent correspondeace while be is continuina his survey ot University students on the West Coast. 

Thanks for your auaaeation tbat Dr, Szilard ca.aunicate with Robert Pickus of Turn ~ard Peace. We haYe heard froa aany persona interested ia 1\lra TOward Peace and, no doubt, there is a ca..uDitT of interest. 

When ud if a Council and Lobby are iDStituted, n will 1et in touch with you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert a. L1Y1Dptoa, •• D. 



/9 ~).f. 

(1~31,~. 
I~ h 11i~J.. 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Dupont Circle 
Washington 6, D. C. 

De~r Dr. Szilard, 

March 27, 1962 

~~lf(w ~ 
'\ 

I am interested the Council for Abolishing War As 
proposed by ~rou and would like more information concerning the same. 

c{OC:~ 
Charlee Stimpson 
4629 s. Wabash Avenue 
Chicago 53, Illinois 



MEMORANDlli 

From: 

To: 

Leo Szilard 

Allan Forbes, J r. 

May 17, 1963 

Attached is an item sent by the clipping service. It 

raises the question whether we should not suggest to one of 

our supporters in each locality to write a similar letter to 

the editor of their local newspaper. 

Would it be possible to get t his going ? Or, should we 

wait until the fall? 

LS 
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MEADVILLE, PA. 
TRIBUHE 
o: 15. 193 

MAY 4 1963 ~ 

Letter-Material Available -·· ···71 
t 

~ On Council for Livable World 
. 

·~ 
,.j 
~ 

Edttor ol The Tribune, 
r . Last yea.r .Dr. Leo Szil<ard, a dls· 

tlngui!hed nuclear sc1enlt.st who 
flelped develop the A-bomb. win· 

. nor of the 19:19 Atoms for Peace 
Awards, gave a speech, "Aire We 

. on the Road to War?" at a num· 
her of major academk cerrlers 
across the country, expressing his 
concern at the prcsrnt drift to
ward nuclear war a. . ~.. proposing a 

· national political (nonpartlsan) 
· organi1.atlon to work far ann~ 
control and eventual voluntary 

· disarmament (wi.th adcqua.tc con
trols). The imm-ediate a1nd en· 
11huslMI.ic response Nsulted in 
Clhe formation of the (;<)uncil for 

:1 Livable World. 
· Through its rnembeTs, Who 

pledge an1111ally 2 per ce1rt o! 
,thelr i~· (!t!pportlng mem· 
hers pledge 1 per cent), the coun· 

lcil (Whose offi~rs consist maln
·Jy of di.st£Dgui8hed ~~ele~ts) I mabi'J wbsta~a·l conllr.lbuitloll-' 
;to the campugne of congression· 
~Ji:. I" ~ ,. , 

. j 
ll candidates who can be counted ·; 
upon not only to support the ad·' 
ministration's construdi~ for· ; 
elgn policies, but also to press 
for imp!'OVIe"ments in thooe poll· .. i 
cles. · i 

'!'he council Intends to lnlhi&U! l 
research proJ«<<,s related to arms · 
reduction and disarmament, In· · • 
eluding a joint Russian-American ·~ 
non-governme-ntal .study. · '! 

A thVrd majar · tmdcrtakln.g '" l 
the WashlngWn lobby. The coun- .: 
cil brings t~ the capiltol sci~ntlsts, j 
echolars and otJhors wh{) press for 1 
!;!Je<:lfic Changes In policy and .! 
legisiRJtion based on the objec- ... 0 tives of the council, as set forth. 
in tlte 1963 Action Pro~am. : 

I have several eopie6 of ~ :1 
council's program, Dr. Szilard'S 1 
11peech and other materials from 'i 
the council which I shoUld be ·J 
happy to s'hare with a~ne in • 
Me.advllle who is ill'lel'ested. , 

THE R,JI.:V. NEAL W, FERRIS 1 
Uni·lArian Church ol Meadville 

1 
· 

' . I , rl 
I .. • -.. ~"!"' 

T 

.1! 



I 
Alf:1 ·ed ; . ''.'illi,1JIJS 
2126 B< 1lboa Street 
Sa '. Pr c:, ncisco, 21 

Dear ur. Szilard: 

November 26, 1961 

With our Pres ident chal lengi!l[_: Hus s ia' s Premier to a 
"peac e ro.cc", the Disarmament At:,ency Bill p~~ ssed, and 
other encouraging signs th~ t we may be moving closer 
to an internationa l environment in which negotiations 
r a ther tha n continued thr eats of violence m8Y be looked 
upon nS our best source of security, many people may 
s ee no need for a nother anti-war lobby. 

You are o.pp :=trently not so optimistic. l'Jei ther am I, 
and I would very much a:;;>r)re ciate ;_.1 copy of your address 
to the Harvord Law Scho ol forum. 

It se P.ms to me tha t 2lone with the wisdom you indicate 
is so vi t ;:1lly needed in .V8shington we also require 
more compas s ion and a more realistic sense of the 
dimensions of the problems involved in establisping 
the me a ns for a chievine 1::1. dur2.ble IJeace. 

If America is to cease terrifying the world and to ·. 
revive its ability to electrify the world it must 
abandon its .wanton and wasteful milit8ry policies. 
Unless a s ufficient numbe j' of ci ti 7. ens ca n be persuaded 
to ·demand such P ch:=mg e the "big s tick" may get us all
the- wRy-into the trouble we are surr• osed to be seeking 
to a void but tha t we, instead, it seems to me, succeed 
c onsistently in f niling to really encompass i'n our 
interna tional rela tions. 

I am enclosing a biogr aphy. i:h the hope that you rna)' . ·· -
have need for .:J. person wi th broa.d experience in planning, 
business ::J.nd public service who wants· to help thousands 
of citizens in convincine t he rresident t ru>t they are 
l!Ti th b im. in demonstrPtinr, th:1t :Ainerica can turn toward 
pea ce a nd prove tha t survi-va l is poss ible through 
coopera tion. The oppos ite a:!Jpro Rch: competition 
tha t devel opes inevitGbly into conflict, can provide 
the ien~tipg spark for setting off tha t unthi~able 
holocat;.s t. 

Perhaps the lobby you env1 s 1on should include profess
ionElls from e.ll disciplines; a l s o, its t:.ctivities 
should help to provide direction to the ma~ pea ce 
croups worki11t"': in 'V:-1shinr.; ton inclnding a t least four 
lobbie s of whos e existence you rore proba bly already 
<Wl :<re. 

'/l ith much appreci8.tion for your concern, Sincerely yours, 

V.ncl. ( 1) d~ 
nr. Le o SzilRTd , c/o lep8Ttment of Physics, 
Univers ity of Chic et:o, · ~hicago, Illinoi s 
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Itek 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

November 20, 1961 

I should be grateful if you would send me a copy of your 

paper, dated November 14, 1961, with the title "Are We on the 

Road to War?" 

';£ul~y~ 

E. P. Tweedy I 
EPT:jes 

ltek Laboratories Lexington 73, Massachusetts VOlunteer 2-6200 
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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA 

THE ANNENBERG SCHOOL 

OF COMMUNICATIONS 

GILBERT SELDES 

Dear~ 

PHILADELPHIA 4 

17 .L.Jecember 1961 

if_,tvf- f? 1, l-~G( 
ch · ~ 

I nav~ been reac1 n~ wi th ~ eli ~h t I he Vo ce of t he ~clph ins 
an c ~ in d my self in tbe un~x ~ects t ? Os i t e n of bein~ a~le to 
ccntriuute s c rne thj_n c- t o y cu i:c retu r n ~ or t he 'Jlse.s ure y ou 
h~ve ~ iven me ( ~n~ n et o nlu with this beck, but f er many 
yc::::.r s tjrou r·h t ·1c -~: 11lle t '~n - .-:n.' cthE: r s ource s ). 

;ur:iw· the Hor :=;t ' ." y r sf t i": ·· e:) re!2slc n , tile year be f ore FDR 
•.-.,.s_~ e~~e ct e:· , I ·;r:_s ru m...,in ' · [' clE';isonoer column in Nev-i Yor 1\: a.n d 
i :-t s~le er c:~8.~,;)sro.tion -:-:-:-.. tl'J ~: :i. n.G!C't i a of t he ;:: ove rnment, pro
~osc a my own solution to our eccno~ic problem : to f ree z e all 
those vrh c coul c n o t f j_n_c ':i o :r, ·: . l?.'!c:l them by thei r capacitiss, 
o.n '; restore t~1em t o life o.s ~he .:'· ;!IGrs nee ('e -3 . It seeme d to 
~e t~~t t~is wzs ~e re ju~an s ~h2~ lett i ns them starve. 

~":le 2.S tonis["lil'2.~ · tC;i:y· ':: 2 s th;t I c:ot--in a ll f5 00d faith--an 
c~· ~· sr ~· ro ··.; .~·~ ; roul-: ~~ 11~~ ~~ tc .:·ecc :.:c: tl1e tsst c a.se . 

..L . ' l : t not ~:l! C'. : t[ls ·.l V1:::. t c~: ~; Erj·,,~ cn ".:.;3 ~-:G c b eEn mad e vli th e a rn 
(i\·l: ic h I -~ iscovsre r~ c ;,~l~-r :cecer:tl v t h rou rrh ?eter ~':e davmr). If 
tile ;.:c.r ~~ G.':".ble -~- ou:l;" nti cn :":.::: '2V'3 ::' incoroora te c , let me b e one 
o! its ~rustee s , ~le a~e . 

It c; i ve s 1-:~ e Dl e a s ure t.o 1..., cte th<'l t s o:ne t i mes vvhen y ou appear 
in t he 3 ullet i r ( a c in ~~ rc ~ 1 ~6 0 ) t he hands of the clock a re 
n ot n uitc so clo se to t h e f inc l o o :n e nt . This is o f special 
interest tc me fe r t~e followin= re as on : 

:!ith i n e i'e,.-r ';ie eks I sha ll be enc a ·"e (1_ :Ln a series of discussions 
( f our half - h ou r s o~ t e le vis~on) lii th J r Edwar~ Teller. As 
h e ~n0 I ~iffe r fun ~ ame~tall v on wha t should b e d one, and as 
I a m lF:e most ':Jel l - e .: u co.te ..: A-ne r :i c a ns o f -:J. y time, an i e:norarr. u s 
in :cientific ma tter s , I t~k e hea rt f rc m k nowins that g re a t 
~enof s ci ence are n o t a ll ~ Ot8lly commi tte d to h is side . 

I ,~, o n o t lmm ;i o f .::-·.n v ct h2 r "C·lJbJ. is hs <J b ooks of y ours. If there 
is c; o :11etni n~: I shcuL~ r s::; _~ , I ·viOul r: be r:·ra te f ul to y ou for 
lettinr:: :ne ]<:Jl O"d -- -~J ut r; l c:: ss ·· o no~.:. fee l obl i :-a te d to ansi·ier 
this letter ·.-1::i ch i s i nt e:r:. :_· c: -~ solely l:'.s n t hank - y ou n cte. 

i<' o.i thful : y yo~ t,.{ ~ 
J2.!:Je sNE':iman r.~avs i .1e , rs cs :::.~~l~r , __ h i.!. ::;~y re -p ort on y our h e a lth 
':T hicl1 I trust ':IC'S .::t cc u:r::' t s . 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Enrico Fermi Institute 
University of Chicago 
Ch::i.Ca f3 0 37, Illinois 

~-tr dear Dr. SziJard: 

216 E. Susquehanna Ave. 
Baltimore 4, 1/!arylan.d 
December 7, 1961 

I was delie;hted to read of your speech in Mf,ndel Hall last Friday evening& 

I am firmly convinced that a "council to A-bolish war and serving as a lobby" 
in not merely desirable: it is an absolute necessity. Certainly the military 
establishment has an effective lobby! The scattered and largely individually
conceived peace demonstrattons, letter ~Titine, a~d the like we've been witnessing 
so far are pathetic in their effects. I knovr; I ve v.rritten plenty of letters& 

An honest-to-goodness lobby, consisting of a dozen people -- all of them well
lmm'm ::tnd/or respected -- v:ho would be willing and able to devote the time and 
effort necessary to talk to Congres snen, conduct campaigns, send out information, 
etc. -- and "backed up" by an ever increasing number of citizens who would, as 
you say, devote 2 per cent of their incomes to the movement -- "nothing less will 
do. 11 

Question: why only scientists on the counlbil? Why 9ot "balance" the council with 
sane non-scientists who are well-knO'rm and resnected. Perhaps some of the "top" 
people on the executive councils of organizations like SA~~, FOR, et al would be 
willing to go together on your pro :"losal, without opting for their separate organi
zations. In any case, it seems to be that a council/lobby consisting of prominent 
representatives of a number of "walks of life" wotJJ.d be more effective than a 
gro,lp of scientists alone. 

J know a number of people in this area who would -- like a good many, all over the 
country -- jump at the chance to join such a movement. At least it would give us 
hope. 

With all good w-5 shes l 

Sincerely yours, 

Y\t~ L.) . I \~}\~~-~' 
(Rev.) Neal W. Ferris 



PRODUCT 
ENGINEERING 

THE McGRAW-HILL MAGAZINE FOR DESIGN ENGINEERS 

330 West 42nd Street, New York 36, N.Y. 

Dr. Leo Szielard 
Un iversity of Chic<Jgo 
Chicar.o, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szielard: 

LOngacre 4-3000 

December 8, 1961 

I have read Hi th inte r est your olan s to c :::tabli sh a Council for Abolishing 
v;ar in the New fork Tires, DeceT'lber 3. 

I certai nly \•70uld like r ore infornation rerarding this organization. 

:-~a s t he or ganizat i::ln been establi :::: hed, or are you still iD the planning 
stage? Also, is there soreone whor~ [ can contact in the New York vicinity 
for information? 

Your intention b lobby f or reace is a m c:.nd one , although I would say off
ha nrl that your request for mel"ber s to ~ontribute, t\vo percent of their total 
i ncome seems a bit on the hi gh sUe. 

I note th At your lecture nrogram ent3ils considerable travel, but I hope 
that this let.ter rcac ~.e s you i'l the nea r future . I v.rill b e looking forward 
to your r enly. 

NC/ds 

.:'i ncerely, 

NichoJas Chironis 
As soc ia t e Editor 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Enrico Fermi Institute University of Chicago Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Sir, 

126 Jbhn Street 
Princeton, New Jersey 7 December 196ll 

As two college students concerned with the problem of establishing a lasting and viable peace, we are very much interested in the organization which you have inaugurated - The Council for Nbolishing War, as reported in the New York Times of Sunday, December 3. It seems to us that all other considerations must be regarded as second in importance to this question. For this reason we are particularly impressed with, and interested in your proposal for voting solely on the question of war or peace (and taking other action. on this basis as well). Although we recognize that you are in all likelihood extremely busy, we hope that either you, or someone working with you, could take the time to answer a number of questions we have regarding the organization. For the sake of simplicity (?) we will merely list these below. 1) What would constitute the detailed program of the organisation? Or, for that matter, have you reached this stage in your planning? If not, could you then give us a fuller idea (than that reported in the Times) of the lines along which the program might develop1 Specifically, what sorts of unilateral steps for the United States are you considering -and which, if any, have you adopted? 
2) What would be the nature of the organization's relationships with already existing political and quasi-political groups? Would membership in other groups act as a bar to joining this organization? Would you regard the committment to view all issues, candidates and 1 action from the point of view of war and peace vitiated by membership in certain other organizations (e.g. the Communist Party)? For that matter, what would the nature of this committment be - what would it involTe? 3) Who are some of the other sponsors of this organization? 

j 
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4) How will the policies and programs of the organiaation be determined? 
What will the decision-making mechani•ms be? How will stands on specific 
issues be decided? proposea 

What will be the method of deciding on/action, if any? 
5) Will membership lists be open to inspection - by anyone, by govern

mental agencies, by private groups? 

6) Has an organizational structure been worked out at this point? If 
not, what are some of the possibilities being considered? If so, what 
is it? 

As we fully recognize the fact that it will probably take a book (or 
two) to answer these questions, (and we have others which we are holding 
in abeyance - you may consider this a first installment), we feel it 
might be of some help to you to know the audiance to which you are 
adressing your answers. We are presently enrolled at Antioch College, 
one of us insociology, the other in chemistry. We regard ourselves as 
(to put it oversimply) members of the non (not anti) communist left. 
One of us would call himself a socialist, the other would not. The 
metaphysical question of the freedo~ fmxmxmfa.*i .. (or unfreedoa) of 
the dead, although interesting in the extreme, is, however, equally 
XmiaXmim irrelevant. The red-dead alternative strikes us as the ultimate 
expression of irrationality, and boarders somewhat on the insane. We 
are therefore highly interested in joining the organization if we can be 
made to feel that it is viable and offers hope for the effective expression 
of this point of viewo To be more conceete, if the organization should 
be set up on a chapter basis, we are considering the establishment of 
such a chapter on the Antioch campus when we return in January. In case 
you're wondering what we're doing in Princeton, we are here as part 
of Antioch work-study program - a program which incidentally provides 
the opportunity for widespread contact among a wide variety of groups. 

We would also like to point out that you should also feel free toquery 
us a~ extensively as we have you. We will be at the above address lffit~fi Bldg. 
January 1, 1962, and thereafter may be reached at Antioch College,/Yellow 
Springs, Ohio. Thank you in advance for an• consideration you may give to 
our letter. 

.; 
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For your information. 

GAR ALPEROVITZ 
Legislative Assistant 
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Dear Oar--

. .,,• 

OIUlii'I'OPB:J:It Z. KOUOW 

&-U QtTDrCY KOVhl 
CA.IIIaUDGE 38, 11Aai.&.Cllllr8Z'I"N 

4 b.:lated thanke to your b4tlated tlta.rlh-1'-nt been actinc 
1n a play ( &l:"<mt a !and.ly that vant prl.aey in 1te bc:ab 
ethel tttr an~ ~ve hac! no time ! JT school1t<>l'k, et alone 
1 e ten~ . 

T th:1.nk all of JI,T friend a thoueht 3111 ard 's ~ wu 
quite tina. '!be -.\be wu well ·~··•bout SOD • 
J>4l01)1e--and about 1" c t.o t . informal talk xt 
day; mo~+. of ,he&e ~d w11ling to help in the 11npttr1JMI1t•. 
Arrang ments wer~ ma-s~ on ~he ~ot fiYr reproduction o! the 
tert 1 di st ri tion , t.ll(! the lik.o . J =ty&eJ. f MTI!.n 1 t yet had 
a ctwlce to speak to peop e a.t home about t.he ide&; what I 
am dou tM or is getting people to pledge a two -percent 
tithe; 1 think I vUl 1"1n oon&iderahle .upport t'or the idea• 
in the speech, particult.rly the in1tiati'1'es-th.oQgh it w 
were to r~e<ige not usi.Iw taeticiLl :rmclec- weapons em•t 01'1 
te ritor:· .already t~tt.acked, T c on 't i.m&gin~ we'd .f'1:nd lllleh 

1.port , ;r£);-:.:· cmr all ie5. (Deu+.schl and uber what?) 

?'ne m.areh 1n 'Alahi.ncton. now set tor l"ebruary 16, 1a 
«oing wt!~ll--in a.oout t en days -.m Nill pl"ttJsent t he eol.lep 
vi th the i~ea. ~ l.rt! worldng on a policy st.atement aDd ~ 
a. pro l!lpec tu e, w1rl. 'h T ~nc lose . '!"odd asks to uk it ,ou 
M're a~ : .:r, .... a ct. t .e "ni 7ersi t y of WiSJConl!dn who flight 
bf! int.e 1-est .ed in col"\i . g; i.f yOL :io, you can send u s their 
names. or ve will ~n<' 70"J more oroso~tuses if yon have U... 
to wrl te tv them yoursel! . 

4 no e on ~ own part-T wondw 1! you \mow ~- PN- · 
dedural or pn.c tical, about po sldbUi ties tor r jobe in 

s hingt.o,... . ~ern Miller blc ' lOW he wanted to -.y U> a JUm 
who qne !Jtior~.&d r.J. tt -w, t...e on a peac e-<lUe s-t. i on, " :ere 'Rre JOU 
vhen I nP>'!'Id~d help answerl.ng ;--..ill on the ~ bill?" 'ft~at 
set :J thl.nk:L~. Tl;l.fortunatdy, m;r constitue s u-. Javita, 
lCenneth Xea t ing a.nd l'tn Lind !Ja.Y-bu t i t !cl.ght. be wo~hil• 
inquir...r~ . Do you thin 80 7 

'!bank 8 r or a.ll 0 r this--! 1f1.11 pro babl,.y c to )'Oar 
office, t ,acke up by lllilllone of cr.anting tudente, on 
T bru.ary 1~ :!", • 
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LAWRENCE RUBIN 
70 SANDRA DRIVE 

TOTOWA BORO, N. J. 

Clliford 6·6021 
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~~~,~~~~~d ~~' . ~ -'JJD.J~o.b. ~~ 
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Dear Professor Szilard: 

839 West Sheridan Road 
Ch:i c ago, Illinois 
December 4, 1961 

Good luck in your efforts to establi sh a movement to 
abolish war. I particular~ like the idea of campaigning for 
Members of Congress solely on the basis of their peace or war 
attitudes. All other matters before Congress are trivial in 
con:parison. 

I personally wrote a half dozen Congressmen ~ objections 
to nuclear testing and their silence would do justice to a Trappist l1onk. 
Who are the~r afraid of? CertainJ.y not their constituents. 

If you are compiling a maili~ list of interested lqmen 
I would appreciate being on such a l ist, and I might be able to 
recrui t several others. I doubt if any of us Hould want to 
contr;_bute 2% of our sal :,ries, but yeMrly membersh_i_ ps of $10.00 or 
so Houl i be of interest. 

~:JJ~~ 
&-· ·--:~ Joe Halter 



Prof. Leo Szilard 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

600 West 116th Street 
New York 25, New York 
December 4th, 1961 

I read in the December 3rd issue of the New York Times of 
your announcement of the establishing of a Council for Abolishing 
War. I cannot tell you how much I am in sympathy with your aims 
(although I feel, after re~ding the political pbjectives listed 
in the news report, that too much emphasis is placed on where or 
when the nuclear bomb should be used,and too little on how to 
go about avoiding the use of it). 

It may be naive of me, but I feel the primary objectives 
should be along the lines you mention with regard to the improving 
of East-West cultural relations, and in helping under-developed 
nations through private groups. For if nuclear war comes, it 
hardly matters, does it, what commitments have been made as to 
the use of nuclear bombs? Why not agree that there can be no 
legitimate 11se of them, and that, in the event of war, obviously 
neither side is likely to adhere to prior commitments regarding 
their use? 

The time has surely come when the bulk of our efforts should 
be exerted in bring about understandigg relations between the 
Soviet Union and the Western countries. I feel this can only 
come about with the lowering of hostile barriers to intercommuni
cation - there should be more tourists traveling back and forth, 
more students encouraged to study here and there, more visiting 
be lawmakers on both sides (along the lines suggested by Senator 
Jacob K. Javits in a recent issue of The New York Times). 

Without a greater degree than exists at present of under
standing by Soviet citizens of our way of life, and a similar 
understanding by American citizens of the Soviet way of life. 
there can never be peace between our nations. None of us knows 

1 the other very well, and this, I believe, is the core of our 
modern tragedy. 

Sincerely, 

· [.[ufo.J~ ~ 
{Mrs. Frieda W. Arkinl 
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T~LEPHONE : LONGACRE 4 - 2260 

CABLE ADDRE SS: INTAVO C A T 

Dr. Leo Szillard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szillard: 

JOSEPH KASKELL 

ATTORNEY - AT - LAW 

8 WEST 40!~ STREET 

NEW YORK 18 , N .Y. 

RUOOLP'" 1!1 . SCHLESINGER 
CO U NSI!: L 

December 4, 1961 

I have great confidence in you, particularly due to my having seen your debate with Dr. Teller on television. Therefore, I wish to support the Council for Abolishing War. However, I will not be able to contribute to the Council 2% of my income as I have to support other agencies working in the same direction, among them The Riverside Church of New York. 
,. 

I herewith enclose a copy of "Christianity and Crisis of November 
13, 1961. I believe Dr. John C. Bennett would be a valuable member of your Council. 

I approve of your outline of political objectives except th~ first one which I do not understand. What is the reason for limiting strategic bombing, in case of defense , to cities or bases? What does this exclude? Industrial areas? The ~ountryside? 

I especially consider your second principle to be sensible; it 
avoids the fallacy of Dr. Tillich's statement in "Christianity and 
Crisis". 

I further wish to recommend for membership in your Council, Dr. 
William Ernest Hocking, Harvard Professor Emeritus, Madison, New 
Hampshire, referring particularly to his book "The Strength of Man and 
Nations" 'Harpers}. 

With best wishes, I am, 

JK:bh 
Encl. 

Very sincerely youJ) ' 

? .~ /1(~ /CuJ ~ 
Joa-eph Ka,kell 

' 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o American Humanist Assn. 
Humanist House 
Yellow Springe, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

1496 Lakewood Ave. 
Lakewood 7, Ohio 

December 1, 1961 

Some people who heard your talk of November 29th at Severance Hall 1n Cleveland have told me about it. Truly the poeeihility of World Peace seems to be great enough that everyone should be doing something about it. As one citizen to another I say "Thank: you." 
My personal sentiments are described in the enclosed copy of a letter. 

Sincerely, 

(fl~) r;_g~ /)) , ~jJ 
(Mrs ~ Adria Wight ~~ - 

(Mrs. Calvin Wight) 
AHA Clarence Darrow Chapter 



TI:L. Dl: 4·8384 

"'''''' "'''''' CONSULTANT 

ltH.OLOCIY, VISCOII:LASTICITY 
AND CIII:NII:ItAL ,.HY.ICS 0 .. 

ltU.BI:It AND ,.LA.TIC• 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
c/o tnliver·sity of Chicago Law Sethool 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

.. M.U.O.I: IIID. 

MOUNTAIN LAK.a, N • .J. 

I~ greatly interested to read of the establiahaan\ at 
the Ce11noil for Aboliahing War, reported in the New York tiaea 
fo~suntay, »eo. 3rd. However, I was disappointed in the liaited 
political objectives of the Council as outlined in the report; 
but of course the Council may have some other objectives which 
were not included in the report. 

It is my personal opinion that neither total diaaraa-
ment nor any iaportant step in a diaarmament process aan be 
achieved except on the basis of a disarmament plan which avoids 
yiolating the Ruaaian demand tor military secrecy. •or years the 
American officials have been trying to devise such a plan that 
aeets this requirement without seriously decreasing further th• 
precarious state o! our national security; but they haYe so tar 
!ailed to find such a plan. Does the Council !or Aboliahins lar 
have one? Without it, no amount o! politioal pressure can haYe 
the desired effect. 

Inclosed with this letter is a copy in mimeograph fora 
of my reeent little book, Total Disarmament Wow. It is sub
mitted to JOU in the hope that the Counoil will find it help
ful in formulating their policies and plans tor future aeti•n. 
If this hope is justified, I should like you and the Council 
to keep the book permanently, !or future reference. On the 
other hand, i! the thinking in my book does not !it with the 
thinking o! the Council, the book being therefore of no help 
to them, I wou~d like to have the book returned to me, i! you 

. ' do not mind. ~ave not yet found a publisher !or it, and have 
only three of the mimeograph copies lett. Return postage is 
enclosed. 

I should appreciate being placed on the mailing list !or 
any literature on the Council and its ~otivities. 

With the very best wished for your success, I aa, 
' 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
Melvin .Mooney 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Charles Porter, Eugene, Oregon 

STATEMENT OF PARTICIPANTS 
IN COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE 

American distrust of Russia should spur rather than blunt a drive for an agree""'." <>: .:.. 

with the Soviet Union for inspected disarmament, in the opinion of experts who partic i -

pated in a Columbia University disarmament conference last week. 

'~utual distrust is the major reason for, not against, agreeing to inspected dis-

armament with the Soviet Union," former Rep. Charles 0. Porter (D., Ore.), now a 

Eugene attorney, said in a statement issued today in Washington. 

The Porter statement was signed by 25 scientists, economists and others who at-

tended the Columbia University conference December 1-2. 

The text of the statement follows: 

"No rational person wants nuclear war but the distrust springs from vaHd 
fears and can readily become panic and irrationalityo 

"President Kennedy has publicly endorsed inspected disarmament. He believes 
it to be practical and urgently necessary, but ~ost Americans believe that our 
distrust of the Russians is the reason why we cannot agree to inspected 0iP~~~
ament. 

"The fact is that at present without mutual inspection we are forced against 
our will to trust the Russians and they to trust us not to attack. Inspected 
disarmament directly meets the main cause of mutual distrust by providing for an 
exchange of verified information about the other side's ability to attack. 

"Inspected disarmament cannot be foolproof but its risks are far less than tbe 
risks in continuing the arms race." 

~ong those signing the statement were: Will iem c. Davidon, Professor, Physics, 

Haverford College; Christoph Hohenemser, Physics, W~s~ington University; Robert H. 

Cory, Jr., Quaker Program at the United Nations; Willi~~ Vickrey, Professor, Economics, 

Columbia Uqiversity; Dr. Alberta B. Szalita, Psychiat ry, College of P~7sirians and Su~-

geons, Columbia University; Lynn Surgeon, Professor, Economics, Hofstra College; Albe~t 

Ritvo, Professor, Center for International Studies, M. r.T.; Carolyn Tumarkin, Women 

Vnited for United Nations; Irving Bluestone, International Union, United Automobile, 

Aircraft and Agricultural Workers of America; J. David Singer, Professor, Political 

Science, Mental Health Research, University of Michigan; Richard L. Meier, Profes s ~~ . 

Natural Resources, University of Michigan; Homer A. Jack, Committee for Sane Nucle ~~ 

Policy; Carl Soule, Methodist Board of World Peace; 

Mrs. Walter Weis, American Ethical Union; Agnes M. Morley, New York Society of 

Friends; 

American 

Josephine Pomerance, Chairman of the Disarmament Information Committee of 

for the United Nations; 
Association/ John E. England, Professor, Mechanical Eneineering, Columbia 

University; Nelson Bengston, Committee for World Development and World Disarmament; 

John E. Ullmann, Professor, Business Management, Hofstra College. 

* * * * * * * * * 

t~. e 
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