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Annual UC San Diego Dinner in the Library to
Feature NPR’s Ari Shapiro Sept. 9
Fundraiser set in iconic Geisel Library building benefits UC San Diego
Library’s greatest needs

Ari Shapiro

The University of California San Diego’s 13th annual

Dinner in the Library—set in the iconic Geisel Library

building—will take place Friday, Sept. 9, featuring Ari

Shapiro, award-winning journalist and co-host of NPR’s

popular radio news show, “All Things Considered.”

Shapiro will take guests “Behind the News of the

Moment,” sharing his insight on the making of the news,

which promises to be fascinating with the presidential

election just a few months away. In addition to Shapiro’s

talk, Dinner in the Library will include a signature

cocktail hour, gourmet dinner, and champagne and

dessert reception.

Proceeds from the event will support the greatest

needs of the UC San Diego Library, which include

renovations and enhancements to the Geisel Library to

better meet the ever-changing information needs of

students, faculty and community members.

“Support from Dinner in the Library is essential to help

ensure that the UC San Diego Library remains one of

the nation’s leading academic libraries,” said Chancellor Pradeep K. Khosla. “The UC San Diego

Library is an essential resource that fuels the groundbreaking research and scholarly discoveries that

UC San Diego has become known for around the world.”

During the event, Shapiro will draw upon his remarkable career as a globe-trotting journalist and co-

host of the nation’s most popular afternoon commute-time news broadcast. Whether reporting from

London or New Orleans, Shapiro transports his listeners to the scenes of some of the world’s most

compelling news events. Among his many achievements, Shapiro was the first NPR reporter to be
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promoted to correspondent before age 30, and has received numerous honors and recognition for

his journalistic work. In addition to chronicling four years of President Barack Obama’s administration

as White House correspondent, he covered the U.S. courts and the American justice system during an

especially turbulent time, and was the first recipient of the American Judges’ Association American

Gavel Award. Shapiro has also been honored by the Columbia Journalism Review and the American

Bar Association for his work on disability benefits for injured veterans and the failures of Louisiana’s

detention system after Hurricane Katrina, respectively. A frequent guest analyst on television news

programs, Shapiro also finds time for an occasional singing gig with the “little orchestra,” Pink Martini.

“We are excited to welcome NPR’s Ari Shapiro to Dinner in the Library, our favorite event, and know

that he has some amazing experiences to share with us about the current state of the news and world

events,” said Brian E.C. Schottlaender, The Audrey Geisel University Librarian. “Funding from this

event will support our greatest priorities, which include library upgrades and enhancements as part of

the Geisel Library Revitalization Initiative. I am truly grateful to our incredible sponsors for their

support of this always memorable event.”

With a lead gift from Audrey Geisel, the UC San Diego Library launched the Geisel Library

Revitalization Initiative in 2015 to update and enhance key interior spaces of the Geisel Library

building, including the top (8th) floor, which boasts panoramic views of the entire region. With

additional support from alumni and friends, the project will ensure that the Geisel Library is as

inspiring inside as it is on the outside, continuing to function as a vital and innovative facility that

enables UC San Diego’s talented students, faculty, and staff to excel.

Support from Dinner in the Library will fuel the continued growth and development of UC San Diego

Library collections, learning spaces and services to meet the information and knowledge needs of

scholars, students and community members. The Library currently provides access to more than

seven million digital and print volumes, journals and multimedia materials, giving users 24/7 digital

access to nearly 600,000 e-books, 42,000 e-periodicals and approximately 300,000 items from the

Library’s digitized local collections.

Schottlaender added: “I am also very grateful to our honorary committee and its inaugural chair, our

friend Jeanne Jones. She has assembled a stellar group of San Diegans—who share a commitment to

the university and to the Library—to lend their support to our event.”

Honorary committee members include: Rita L. and Richard C. Atkinson; Mary Ann Beyster; Linden and

Ronne Blue; Joye D. Blount and Jessie J. Knight, Jr.; Donald Breitenberg; Jessica Cline; Phyllis and

Daniel J. Epstein; Theresa and Standish Fleming; Alison and George Gildred; Jane and Edgar

Gillenwaters; Karen Haynes and James Mickelson; Jeanne and Gary Herberger; Reena and Sam

Horowitz; Margret and Nevins McBride; Sandra Redman and Jeff Mueller; Zandra Rhodes and Salah

Hassanein; and Dixie and Ken Unruh.



Dinner in the Library sponsors include Audrey S. Geisel/Dr. Seuss Foundation; Karen B. Dow; Don and

Maryann Lyle; Diane and John Berol; The Evans Foundation; James M. Hall; Julianne J. Larsen and

James Forbes; UC San Diego Alumni Association; Rita L. and Richard C. Atkinson; Joye D. Blount and

Jessie J. Knight Jr.; Carol and Jeffrey Chang; Ruth Covell, MD; Joel and Nancy Dimsdale; Elsevier B.V.;

Theresa and Standish Fleming; Jeanne Jones and Don Breitenberg and The San Diego Foundation.

KPBS is the media sponsor.

Tickets for Dinner in the Library are available for $250 per person or $2,000 per table. The event will

take place from 6-9 p.m. on Sept. 9. To make reservations or for more information, please visit

library.ucsd.edu/about/dinner or call 858-534-7021.

MEDIA CONTACT

Jade Griffin, 858-246-5418, cjgriffin@ucsd.edu

Nikki Kolupailo, 858-242-0539, nkolupailo@ucsd.edu

UC San Diego’s Studio Ten 300 offers radio and television connections for media interviews with our faculty, which

can be coordinated via studio@ucsd.edu. To connect with a UC San Diego faculty expert on relevant issues and

trending news stories, visit https://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/media-resources/faculty-experts.
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