
Press Conference 
for 

San Diego Motor Racing Associates, Inc. 

1 p.m., Tuesday, Apri116, 1985 
Atlas Health Club 

90 1 Hotel Circle South 
San Diego, California 

Welcome to San Diego Motor Racing Associates' (SDMRA) first 
major press conference. SDMRA proposes to construct and manage the 
San Diego International Raceway in Otay Mesa. 

The proposed world-class raceway will be the first to be built in North 
America in over two decades. Hosting 9 - 10 major racing events per year, 
the complex will have a significant economic impact -- especially in San 
Diego, but also in Tijuana. 

1 p.m. 

1:05 

1:20 

1:30 

Schedule 

Event 

Introduction by Steven McLaughlin, SDMRA Vice 
President and Director of Marketing 

Statement by jim Stanton, SDMRA President. 

Questions from press. 

Press conference ends. Private interviews, photo 
opportunities available. 

Last Words 

1. If you need any other information or would like to set up an 
additional interview, please ask either Steve Luster or Matt 
Wallace of Spear/Hall Communications. Ire re at your service. 

2. Thanks for your interest in and support of this exciting new 
venture -- one that will surely add positively to the image of 
America's Finest City. We appreciate your being here with 
us at the beginning. 

### 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA APRIL 17, 1985 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

"CHICANO/COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS THREATEN BOYCOTT" 

"WE WILL CALL FOR A BOYCOTT ON BOTH SIDES OF THE 

U.S./MEXICO BORDER IF THE MAJOR RACIST CONCESSIONS PROPOSED BY 

THE SAN DIEGO MOTOR RACING ASSOCIATES, INC. (SDMRA) TO APPEASE 

THE INS/BORDER PATROL ARE NOT RESCINDED," SAID HERMAN BACA, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS AND SPOKESPERSON FOR 

A MAJOR CHICANO COALTION. 

AMERICAN G.I. FORUM CHAIRMAN PAUL JIMENEZ, GREG SANDOVAL, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE SAN DIEGO MEXICAN-AMERICAN POLITICAL ASSOCIATION, 

AL DUCHENY, CHAIRMAN OF THE HARBORVIEW COMMUNITY COUNCIL, 

VERONICA ENRIQUE, DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRO CULTURAL DE LA RAZA, BEA 

ESTRADA OF THE LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND SAN 

YSIDRO SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEE TOBY MONGE HAVE ALL JOINED IN A 

COALITION WITH THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS TO OPPOSE AN 

OUTRAGEOUS PROPOSAL OF THE SDMRA. 

ACCORDING TO A PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY SDMRA ON APRIL 16, 

1985, THE CORPORATION IS PROPOSING TO APPEASE THE INS/BORDER 

PATROL BY AGREEING TO ESTABLISH CHECKPOINTS, DETENTION CENTERS, 

SURVEILLANCE TOWERS, MULTIPLE FENCES, AND A 200 - 300 PERSON 

SECURITY FORCE TO WORK · AS AGENTS OF THE BORDER PATROL AT THE 

PROPOSED OTAY MESA RACEWAY. THE 520 ACRE, $10,000,000.00 
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INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY, IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN OPERATION IN JUNE, 

1986. THE SAN DIEGO COUNTY PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

BOARD WILL BE CONSIDERING APPROVAL OF THIS PROPOSED PROJECT AT 

ITS NEXT MEETING TOMORROW, THURSDAY, APRIL 18,1985. 

"IT IS OBVIOUS THAT XENOPHOBIA HAS GONE BESERK UNDER THE 

REAGAN ADMINISTRATION," STATED BACA. "THIS COALITION IS HERE TO 

MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE CHICANOS OF THIS COMMUNITY WILL NOT STAND 

QUIETLY BY WHILE PRIVATE CORPORATIONS JOIN IN AN UNHOLY ALLIANCE 

WITH THE NATIONAL POLICE, THE INS/BORDER PATROL, TO SACRIFICE THE 

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF THIS NATION'S 20 MILLION 'CHICANO/LATINO 

CITIZENS FOR THE SAKE OF PROFIT." 

"SERIOUS QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED AS TO WHO HAS GIVEN THE 

BORDER PATROL THE UNPRECENTED AUTHORITY TO DICTATE TO A PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE BUSINESS IF AND WHAT IT MAY BUILD ON PRIVATE PROPERTY, 

AND TO SUBJECT OUR PEOPLE TO A TOTAL SUSPENSION OF CONSTIUTIONAL 

GUARANTEES. ONE CAN ONLY WONDER WHERE THESE 'POLICE-STATE' 

CHECKPOINTS, GUN TOWERS, DETENTION CENTERS, FENCES, AND CIVILIAN 

IMMIGRATION AGENTS WILL NEXT BE IMPOSED BY THE INS/BORDER PATROL. 

WILL IT BE GENERAL DYNAMICS, NATIONAL STEEL, GREAT AMERICAN 

SAVINGS AND LOAN, JACK MURPHY STADIUM, THE CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, 

SHOPPING CENTERS, HOMES, OR CITY HALL?" ASKED BACA. 

IN CONCLUDING, BACA STATED THAT THE NATIVIST HYSTERIA 

MANIFESTED BY THE BORDER PATROL'S RECENT INTRUSIONS INTO THE 

BUSINESS SECTOR OF THIS COUNTY HAS CREATED A CLIMATE OF 

REPRESSION AGAINST PERSONS OF MEXICAN ANCESTRY. "THE TREATMENT 

OF CHICANOS/LATINOS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY IS BECOMING SIMILAR TO 

THE TREATMENT OF BLACKS UNDER APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA." 
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TER. 'ATIONAL RACISTWAY 
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" The coaltion is here to make it quite clear that the ~hicanos of this 

community will not st a nd by while private corporations join in an unholly 
'-'~T'"""' ~~'CC ST_,.rr...... alliance with the na= n&3i InS/Border Patrol to deny us of our civil, 

and constitutiona l rights. ~t is cl e ar, that it will be Mexican Americans 

th a t will be under survillence at the r aceway, it is obvious that it will 

not be white skinned americ ans that will be stoppe d at the check point, 

and R¥?CSAf\u~lll~<t~cF,AYJ'cPTWJ\ now that it will be iP6~\1-~k1n1 individuals 

regardless of their citizenship th a t will be thrown in the private dungeons 

that are proposed for the INS in the Racway , without any due process, 

or any of the rights that we as american citizens are due •••• belie ve me, 

t he •'merican G. I. Forum and their thous a nds of vetrans will not stand by 

and see their members reduced to hunted citizens after they and others have 

left their life's blood on the battle fields of this country. We are 

outraged ••••• at this affront to our people," said Baca. 

Baca wondered if General Dynamics, National Steel and Shipard, 

Great American ~xx»~x Savings Bank, San Diego Trust, or other major 

g~~ corporations would be next in being coerced by the &ax»ax 

INS/Border Patrol.tnt¢/~~¢¢¢t~@/t~~ 

" If allowed to continue, the INS/Border patrol will soon invade every 

aorner of our lives. 7~~t/~¢~/~t~/tx¥±N~xx~xEex%ke 

'' We dem and that SDMRA immedi a tely withdrew their appeasing e f forts and 

eliminat e the check points, survillence tower, dention centers, and 

assure that their ~x~~HXX¥XX private security force does not attempt 

to assume the function of border patrolmen. We want to make it very clear 

t h a t we will not stand by and let th ~ s priva te corporation xa« make 

sacraficial victems of one million a nd a half Mexica citins and 350,000 

Mexic a n Americ a ns to a ppease the Gastapo INS/Border Patrol," he concluded 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc. 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

NOVEMBER 13 , 1985 

THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS ( CCR) AT A PRESS CONFERENCE ALONG WITH THE 

INCOMING PRESITIENT OF MAPA , (MEXICAN AMERICAN POLITICAL ASSOCIATION) MS . BEA 

MOLINA ANNOUNCED THAT A STATEWITIE CAMPAIGN IS BEING ORGANIZED TO PRESSURE THE 

D~IDCRATIC CONTROLLED HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO DEFEAT THE PASSAGE OF THE 

PENDING SIMPSON/ RODINO IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION . "THE ISSUE OF THE SIMPSON/ 

RODINO IMMIGRATION ALONG WITH THE AMMENDMENT PROPOSED BY SENATOR PETE WILSON 

(R- CA) TO IMPORT 350 , 00 OR MORE MEXICAN WORKERS ," ACCORDING TO CCR CHAIRMAN, 

HERMAN BACA, "IS GOING TO BE LAITI RIGHT AT THE FRONT DOOR OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

PARTY WHICH CONTROLS THE U. S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ." 

THE DEFEAT OR THE PASSAGE OF THE SIMPSON/ RODINO LEGISLATION IS GOING TO BE 

THE LITMUS TEST OF OUR PEOPLES 1 RELATIONSHIP WITH THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY," 

STATED BACA. "IT WILL DErERMINE WHETHER OUR COMMUNITY WILL CONTINUE ITS 

HISTORIC SUPPORT OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND ITS CANDITIATES , OR IF OUR 

COMMUNITY WILL FIND OTHER POLITICAL ALTERNATIVES ." THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

SAITI BACA, "IS GOING TO HAVE TO DECIDE WHETHER IT IS GOING TO SIDE WITH THE 

MEGA BUCK AGRI- BUSINESS INTEREST WHO WOULD IMPOSE SLAVERY ON MEXICAN WORKERS 

(UNDER THE WILSON AMENDMENT , SEE ENCLOSED ARTICLE) AND THE RACIST WHO WOULD 

INSTITUTIONALIZE DISCRIMINATION ( UNDER EMPLOYERS ' SANCTIONS , SEE FACT SHEET) 

FOR PERSONS OF MEXICAN/ LATIN ANCESTRY IN THIS COUNTRY, OR IF THE PARTY IS 

GOING TO STAND UP AND REPRESENT THE RIGHTS AND INTEREST OF THIS NATIONS ' 

20 MILLION -CHICANOS AND LATINOS ." 

1837 Highland Avenue, National City , CA 92050 (619) 474-8195 



CON ' T PAGE 2 

THE SIMPSON/ RODINO/ WILSON LEGISLATION IS ACCORDING TO EACA, "NOTHING EDT A 

GREEDY LABOR BILL POSING AS IMMIGRATION REFORM TO INSURE THAT THE AGRI­

BUSINESS GROWERS AND OTHERS IN THE SECONDARY LABOR SECTOR (HOTELS , MOTELS , 

RESTARUANTS , GARMENT INDUSTRY, ETC .) HAVE A CHEAP SOURCE OF EXPLOITABLE 

MEXICAN LABOR . II 

INCONCLUDING, EACA STATE THAT THE CCR AND OTHER STATE AND NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

WILL CONVENE IN SACRAMENTO FOR THE MAPA INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS THIS SATURDAY, 

NOVEMBER 16, 1985 TO GO ON RECORD AS ADAMANTLY OPPOSING THE PASSAGE OF THE 

SIMPSON/ RODINO IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION AND TO INTENSIFY OUR DEMANDS THAT THE 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY DEFEAT THE MOST RACIST PIECE OF LEGISLATION TO BE INTRODUCED 

AGAINST PERSONS OF MEXICAN ANCESTRY IN THE HALLS OF CONGRESS SINCE THE END 

OF THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR IN 1850 ." 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT : 
HERMAN EACA (619 ) 474- 8195 
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1. SDMRA will help establish a Border- Patrol Check Point on the 
· property. 

2. SDMRA.. will install a Border Patrol surveillanc~ post on the highest 
buildi~g in the Raceway complex. 

3. Permahent, on-site facilities for th.e Border Patrol will be provided. 

4. SDMRA 's private security force will assist the Border Patrol. 

5. The international border's 'no-man's land' will be both widened and 
fenced. 
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" WE will boycot and if neces sary clos e the Internat ional Ra ceway being 

proposed by the s ~ n Di e s o Racing Associates, Inc. (SDMRA) along the 

the u.s. Mexican border, if the stated major raciest c oncessions a e 

carried through to appe ase the INS/Border Patrol," said •"lerman Baca, 

ch~irman of the Committee '\ights and spokeperson for a major ~hicano 

coaltion. 

" The nmerican Gi.I. Forum, the Mexic a n Ame r ican Politi c al Association 

(MAPA), Central eultural de La Raza, harborview Community Counc i l, the 
'-

League of Unit l d La tin Kmerican ities, (LULAC), San Ysidro elected official 

roby Monge, ax~x~ have all joined in a coalition with the Committee on 

Chic ano "ights to oppose this outrageous propsal by the Srl n Die go R_cing 

Associates, Inc (SDMRA). 

~ According to a press release i s sued by SDMRA, the corporation is proposing 

a~n~gR~f5TI the INS/Border Patrol by agreeing to establish check points, 

dention centers, survillence tower, fences, and a 200-300 security force 

that will work as agents of the Border patrol at the propose raceway 

in Otay 11esa. The 5~0 acre XNXHxxax, 10 million dolle~ international 

track is scheduled for operation in June 1985 if plans are approved. 

C), 
//t~~/~/patt~tnlt~/~~¢¢~!n~l¢l~at•x~/la~t/w~~~lt~~/Iri~/~0t¢~r patro l at ~ empted 

79;9777ttatel~0wltatt¢a~l¢¢~panie~l•~;~~¢0l¢1¢petat 

"That a private corporati ' n that is attempting to build a raceway 

is now being coerced by the INS/Border Patrol to turn its private property 

into an appartus of the national police force, the INS/Border ~atrol fits 

the appter that is occuring not only locally but throught the United States. 

Recently, the Mayor of Chicago ordered a policy of non-corpora tion with the 

INS, after they illegal ~ y raided city administration offices, in a manner 

similiar to the gastepo tactis of Nazi germany. Loc a l taxi companies, 

have been treatedned with loss of their liscenses and ~abs if they fail 

to report any t i me they carry xaxx Brown -looking passengers, factories, 
..... 

have been raided, and the Border patrol is now ranging thousand of miles 

away from the borders in their desperte efforts to harress, intimidate and 

make 20 million Chicanos- latinos of this country hunted citizens in their 

country." 



Today the Committee On Chicano Rights announced its outrage with the racing committee 

with their proposal to lend themselves to the INSf.Border Patrol to act as ~~r~¢r/iil~r 

a second border crossing to insure the building of their race track," annouced H.B. 
chairman. "Tain making the :aace trackt yet another border check area through the use of 
fences of , gaurd toweres 300 extra police/agents and a check point just further excaatees the 
the gestapo type mentality that festers 1.-/J./f'/J.¢ within the INS.'" 
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San Diego , Ca . April 16 , 1984 The Committee on Chicano Rights Today ~ ~/m~iii~t'i 
denounced the pl<>ns of the SDMRA to become agents for the U.S . Border Patrol. W'lnted 

"The R"'ceway is proposing to erect silent signs which clearly say xoc NO MEXICANS allowed" 

~ the 300 , 000 and 1&half million Tijuana residents ±oc 

said ~.~nd ~in turn will~ boycott any event~ held at a facility with the 

Naxi- type surveillance faci~ties which ahve been proposed . 

The SDMRA ocxoc have propos ed to become agents for the U. S. Border Patrol 



-
Further, we willingly offer the following special concessions to the Border 
Patrol in order to make their responsibilities in the Raceway area easier: 
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San Diego , C~lif . 

m::>siive boycott l 
"' nd developers of 
P<>trol . 

Committee on Chic::1no Rights Chqirm...,n , Herm~m , Bac~=>, tod::1 uc l charged " 
of the proposed l S;m Diego Intern:otion"'l Racew"y if the directors 
thffi bx:l&JDYY r~cew"y m::>ke of the tr"'ck nn outpost of the INS/Border 

11 We <>re :ol,rmed th"'t "' priv,.,tecorpor,tion would consider plgcing Border P"'trol check 
points in the entr,nce l~nes to the motor rPCWAY· We Rre extremely concerned th<>t it 
would ~~ocXk propose to use its priv,te security force which IDAY nujber from 200- 300 
during rPce d<>ys to gssist the immigr<>tion Border p::>trol in kUx:icA k harr:ossingk Mexic:on 
Americ:on Fans thPt m"'y lattend ::>nd Mexican citizens who already have kbeen subjected to 
border checks at the border •••• 

11 that a private business kwould propose to allow J±he k border Patrol to place a 
surviallance watch tower above the race track and a detention cenger within the krace 
track compound l ~six±k should strike fear kin the hearts of the all businesess that 
want to build their business in the border areas . 
11 If kthe SDMRA is going to invole itself in the border patrol business than we klhall 
oc · 0~ know for all intent and purposes that private 
business no longer have kany lrights in the border lands •••• the INS will dictate who 
can or :Can not have a business within kthe border lands ••• this is k an outrage , ksaid baca . 

According jto a press release issued by SMRA the corporation is willing to allow check 
po~nts into the racetrack , allow the building of a l border patrol ks survillance watch 
tower in the compound , k allow ltheir private security lforce to supplement kthe border 
patrol , build barb wire fences along the border , and to build a dention center i . e . jail 
right on the motor krace track to hold suspected illegal alinas kand t drug pushers . 
11 This is an isult to our community , said baca , 11 :Xbcxxn:KJrn:ow 
ocmn:koocrlx:ickm:iac±kocxkxxxxxxuarlxlri:x3odc 
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1~S~ S~~ D~~®O G~~D P~D{ 

News Release 

Background er: 

Tfle Border Patrol lsstje 

We want to do the yery best job we can to assist the U.S. Border Patrol: they 

have a nearly impossible and thankless task. We feel we can offer mitigating 

solutions to the B,order Patrol's fear that San Diego International Raceway will 

provide an easy means for 'drug smugglers and undocumented aliens' to enter 

~he Unit~d States. 

~ather ~han being a permanent weak point in border security, we believe the 

following designed-in factors will serve to make San Diego International 

~aceway a secure stronghold -- one area less that the U.S. Border Patrol need 

devote its scarce manpower resources to. · 

1. Three fences will be erected betweep the border and the property. 

2. Additionally,' the entire property will be encircled by diq birms and 

fences. 

3. Perimeters will be brightly lit at night by high-power lighting. 

4. A 24-hour private security force will patrol the surrounding areas .. : 

S. During race event weekends, a private security force of 200 - 300~ 

will reinforce the regular contingent. 

Further, we willingly offer the following special concessions to ~he · Border 

Patrol in order to ~ake their responsibilities it1 the· RaceWflY area easier: 

1. SDMRA wHI help establish a Border Patrol Check Point on the 

propeny. 

2. SDMRA will install a Border Patrol surveillance post on the highest ... 
building in the Raceway complei. 

3. Permanent, on-site faci~ities for the Border Patrol will be provide~!. 

4. SDMRA 's private security force will assist the Border Patrol. 

S. The international border's 'no-man's land' will be both widened and 

fenced. 
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l~S~ SA~ D~~®O G~~D PnD\ 
News Release 

CONTACT: Steve Luster 

PLEASE DO NOT RELEASE 

UNTIL .APRIL 16, 1985: 

Spe·ar/Ha!l Communications, Inc. 

619/232-7655 

SAN DIEGO MOTOR RACING ASSOCIATES MAKE 
I 

MAJOR CONCESSIONS TO U.S. BORDER PATROL 

IN EFFORTS TO BRING RACEWAY TO SAN DIEGO 

SAN DIEGO-- With only two days left before the San Diego County 

Planning and Environmental Review ~card makes an interim decision on the : 

fate of the proposeq San Diego International Raceway, backers of the racing ~· 

complex nave made major concession~ to the U.S. Border Patrol, whose 

objections to the raceway's location abuttlng .tne internationalborder have .•.. 

been th~ major stumbling bl?ck In ~alplng the Board's approval. 

The proposed $10 milllon, 520-acre raceway is being developed by San 
-

Diego Motor Racing Associates, Inc. (SDMRA) to handle nine to ten major racing 

events each year, including a Formula One Grand Prix, Indianapolis anq 

NASCAR-type car rac~ng, the CANAM Challange Cup, a TRANSAM event, SCORE 

Off-Road events, a World Endurance Championship, an IMSA race series and a 

World Championship Morotcycle Grand Prix. · 

-MORE-
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Fact Sheet 

Who: 

San Diego International Raceway is being developed by San Diego Motor 
Racing Associates, Inc. (SDMRA), a San Diego-based corporation founded by 
jim Stanton and comprised of the following stockholders and directors•: 

1. jim Stanton, President. 

2. Benjamin S. Gage, Vice President and Legal Counsel. 

3. Steven McLaughlin, Vice President and Director of Marketing. 

4. Michael Brown, Executive Vice President. 

5. james G. MacLean, Vice President and Treasurer. 

6. Warren K. "Bill" Boynton. 

7. Bob Bondurant. 

'*For more detailed information on each of these individuals, please 
refer to the Bio Sheets in this package. 

What: 

The proposed $8-10 million, 520-acre San Diego International Raceway will be / 
a new international motor racing venue which will include: 

1. A 1.33 mile, 15-degree, banked oval track. 

2. A 2.65 mile, 12-turn road racing course. 

3. An off -road racing course. 

4. Grandstand and bleacher seating for over 53,000 spectators. 

S. An additional 30 acres of hillside seating. 

6. 141,300 square feet of buildings. 

7. 180 acres of parking. 

-MORE-
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What (Continued}: 

The plan calls for holding 9 -10 major racing events each year, including: 

1. A Formula One Grand Prix. 

2. Indianapolis-type car racing. 

3. Stock car racing. 

4. International Motor Sports Association (IMSA) GT races. 

5. CANAM Challange Cup. 

6. TRANSAM. 

7. World Endurance Championship. 

8. SCORE Off-Road Events. 

9. World Championship Motorcycle Grand Prix. 

Other activities wi11 include: 

1. Bob Bondurant School of High Performance Driving. 

2. Law enforcement driver training. 

3. Race team testing .. 

4. Product testing by automobile, motorcycle, tire, sparkplug and other 
automotive industry-related companies. 

5. A country club for drivers. 

6. Commercials. 

7. Rental to car clubs for weekend activities. 

-MORE-
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Where: 

The proposed racing complex is to be located in southwestern San Diego 
County, four miles east of Brown Field and two miles east of the Otay Mesa 
border crossing. 

The site is situated at the base of the Otay Mountains, approximately seven 
miles from Interstate 805. The property is bordered to the north by the 
'Kubler Ranch' and the proposed state prison, and to the south by the 
international border with Mexico. 

When: 

The project is currently being processed by the San Diego County Planning and 
Environmental Review Board. The next scheduled hearing is set for Thursday, 
April 18. At that time a date should be set for a final approval hearing 
sometime during May. If all goes well, ground could be broken as early as this 
summer, with a full racing season in 1986. 

Why: 

San Diego International Raceway will be one of the finest facilities of its kind 
in the world. It will be the first major motor racing facility to be built in 
North America in over two decades. The ambiance will be international, 
drawing sophisticated and knowledgable racing enthusiasts from all over the 
world. 

Economic Impact. The projections for the first ten years of operation show a 
direct gross income of $225 .million. Using o multiplier of ten, t./Je some 
figure w./Jic.IJ wos used in t./Je orgument to bring t./Je Superbowl to 
Son JJiego, the economic impact on the community-at-large con be 
estimoted to exceed over 12 billion over o ten-yeor period. 

Actually, having a Formula One Grand Prix in San Diego each year is 
equivalent to holding the Superbowl here every yeor in terms of economic 
impact. 

The international exposure for San Diego via television and other media wHl 
be substantial. Worldwide, over one billion people watch Formula One events 
on television each year. 

### 
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News Release 

CONTACT: Steve Luster 

PLEASE DO NOT RHLHASE 
UNTIL APRIL 16, 1985: 

Spear/Hall Communications, Inc. 
619/232-7655 

SAN DIEGO MOTOR RACING ASSOCIATES MAKE 

MAJOR CONCESSIONS TO U,S, BORDER PATROL 

IN EFFORTS TO BRING RACEWAY TO SAN DIEGO 

SAN DIEGO -- With only two days left before the San Diego County 

Planning and Environmental Review Board makes an interim decision on the 

fate of the proposed San Diego International Raceway, backers of the racing 
complex have made major concessions to the U.S. Border Patrol, whose 

objections to the raceway's location abutting the international border have 
been tl1e major stumbling block in gaining the Board's approval. 

The proposed $10 million, 520-acre raceway is being developed by San 

Diego Motor Racing Associates, Inc. (SDMRA) to handle nine to ten major racing 
events each year, including a Formula One Grand Prix, Indianapolis and 
NASCAR-type car racing, the CANAM Challange Cup, a TRANSAM event, SCORE 

Off-Road events, a World Endurance Championship, an IMSA race series and a 

World Championship Morotcycle Grand Prix. 

-MORE-



ADD ONE -- SDMRA Makes Major Concessions to Border Patrol 

"We want to do the very best job we can to assist the Border Patrol," 

said Jim Stanton, SDMRA president. "They have a nearly impossible and 

thankless task. We feel we can offer mitigating solutions to their fear that the 
raceway will provide an easy means for illegal aliens and drugs to enter the 

United States." 

The Border Patrol and members of the federal Drug Enforcement 

Agency (DEA) had expressed concern that illegal aliens and drug smugglers 

could easily blend into the 1 00,000-plus fans attracted to major racing events 

such as a Formula One Grand Prix. They also objected to the structure of the 

raceway itself, which they believe would block their unobstructed view of the 
international border from their present surveillance post on nearby Otay 

Mountain. 

"We share these same well-founded concerns with the Border Patrol 

and DEA," said Stanton. "We'd designed several security measures into our 

planning already, and after accessing their points of concern, we feel we can 

offer mitigating solutiop.s to their fears." 

According to Stanton, plans for the raceway already included three 

fences to be erected between the international border and the property, 

encirclement of the entire property by di~ and fencing, high-powered 

night-time lighting arout}d tpe perimeters~ a 24-hour security force to patrol .....------ - ----
surrounding areas and a private security force of 200 - 300 to reinforce the 

regular security during race event weekends. 

Now, said Stanton, SDMRA will offer special concessions to the Border 

~nd DEA in order to make their responsibilities in the raceway sector 

easier. A Border Patrol Check Point, like the one on InterstateS at San Onofre,lf;Jc/)f 
wo~e established on the exit t:Qlld from t!;uacew~y. Permanent, on-site ~ 
facilities would be provided for agents, as well as a temporary detention 

center. 

-MORE-



ADD TWO -- SDMRA Makes Major Concessions to Border Patrol 

To insure that the Border Patrol continues to have a clear view of the 

international border, SDMRA will offer to install a surveillance post on the - - --- _ ____. 

highest building in the raceway complex. SDMRA will offer both land and 

funding to widen and improve fencing in the international border's 'no-man's 

land'. Additionally, SDMRA will make its own private security forces available f 
to assist the Border Patrol in their duties. 

- ----"Instead of being a permanent weak-link in border security, we believe 

we can work together with the Border Patrol to make San Diego International 

Raceway a secure stronghold -- one area less that they need to devote their 

already scarce manpower to," said Stanton. 

The world-class raceway project, the first major racing facility of its 

kind to be built in North America in more than two decades, is currently 

under consideration by the three-member San Diego County Planning and 

Environmental Review Board. 

If all goes well at the next scheduled hearing set for t ts Thursday, 

final approval could come sometime during May, with ground breaking on the 

raceway as early as this summer and a full racing season in 1986. 

In addition to the racing events, SDMRA also plans to include a branch 

of the Bob Bondurant School of High Performance Driving, law enforcement 

driver training, race team te.sting, commercial production facilities, a country 

club for auto enthusiasts, product testing by automotive industry-related 

companies and rental of facilities to car clubs for weekend activities. 

"In all, we've projected a direct gross income of $225 million for the 

first ten years of operation," said Stanton. "Using a multiplier of ten, the same 

figure which was used in the argument to bring the Superbowl to San Diego, 

the economic impact on the community-at-large can exceed over $2 billion. 

-MORE-



ADD THREE -- SDMRA Makes Major Concessions to Border Patrol 

"Actually, having a Formula One Grand Prix in San Diego each year is 

equivalent to holding the Superbowl here every year in terms of economic 

impact," he said. 

AdditionaJly, according to Stanton, the international media exposure for 

San Diego will be substantial. Worldwide, over one billion people watch 

Formula One events on television each year. 

SDMRAl/SL 
4/15/85 
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