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t OCif e WAIT 
by 

Leo Sat.le1rd 

June 5, 1963 

I ·m WDl\derJAg vhethu there cOQld e to ' ~ .ame etn1l• claDeatlc taeue on which U.benl 

"'' cou14 eentu thtit" .teotioa cupdp in 1964. lt t• probably "trUe that the ttae 

hae cc.e .,. tbe tted Statu could afford to end poverty 4 cleprivattoo in thle countl"Y• 

ena lf the curr t hlah clela .. expeodtture were 111.d.ntalned tndeflnic.ly. I 4oubt, howev•• 

tb.&t 1tbera1 n.ocr:at• C*lld via el ctt.ou 1;y aclvocatS.ng gene.-at weJ.&p aea•uru. which .. Y 

M jut and falr: an4 •Y atV4l everybody ...chi .. but wtch dou't aive aJMcly •G~J&ht» 

bclvce bia to ao to tba poll• end wte for the e4lldidate. 

'1M tax cut prepo•.S b)' tlw h"ldent will not kina out the vote• and atll 1••• an 

to t200 in tau. Muautee which atve • lua• 'Nneftt to a c parattvely ... 11 group of 

cittaen• would h«ve a •tmaa r efJ.ot on the wt .. t!Wl ..._wre• wbtoh stve a .. 11 benefit 

candf.date aut aff•r a aiaea~le 81"011P f vour• .-ethina that t'he7 WGt very much • -.ouah 

to SO to t!Ma polll an4 tO vote for hill. 

To le1ua. ,..arty d 4epd.v.t10ll unifontly throughout out whole .-oclety • laht thua 

aoc be polttlcally fea•lble. What m t be fMtlilll• ta to AD•l• out a ainorf.ty en4 to 

JNt a •4 t• tWt povel"ty &Ulcl opd."'•ttott at oae ai.qle ctrob. 

lliaort.t.y ~ atual• nt ln auoh • falhl.on. 

A• • tMD ,..... ''• he bqi to WOI"l'Y aboUt bl• rettl".at inf:CIH an4 there an to-da1 

•• •••••••• .t.atllu v'be:re"~ the Bead of the family 11 ov.r ss. a4 •• ••••••• ••••1.11ale peraona 

ov.- 55. 1 won•r what reeponn a po11t:1Ql coaDlt.t .. would a•t. if 1t wr• to Hnc1 ou~ a 

cl~lar: l•ttft' of· the foU,owba ld.ads 
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an "over 55 yea~• f •&•• lf you are below 6,, you an pr:eN~tabl.y not "' n.~ll'e4, but 

...,. ... Y01.J au•t: hde begun to- think about hw 1D'liCh f.ucallle you will havtt left when ,ou 

retire. 

Aa you uy know. • W.ll baa 'beau t.•tNd1$ed tn Canaru• whlch '10\114 p'"'d.e fO~ • 

.-eel..-...,., a_llowcw• for taob Hea4 Qf a fatly wl\o la w•r 6S,, ud wt.c.hin the next ftve 

JMlr• alae hU tot4l inCGdle to ....-.n bet.,.. $3 ., $4,000. '!he bill provtdu tMt 

ucb ~lead of a fMI.ly OVft! 6J •hall t:eceiv• a -rett~ •tlouqo. wb1ob ~t• to 

751 O-f the dlffu•c• batWa hf.a ~1 bleaM {lncludtng Soc1.al · uri~y) act $4.-000 

per yeu. 9\JCh • ptoriat voul..t niae the laOO'IIe of • •:f f«<d.ltu over 65, Who have 

1\0 crther tate... to tl. 000, -d epedtng ·• ,.,.. other ,,...... it aialt-t ,., •• ttbeitr 1:0ta1 

~ to $4,000 • ,... 

The bf.l1 fuftbe'r fl.'OV'l4.,_ for ~ atqle pencm ••• 65: • ....Ur-.nt &J.tow.ca -.tUa 

to 70~ of the dtffer•e-• kt11rUn b1a «tU'lUal t,ncome (inclw~Ul& Soc.ia1 Secud:ty) ct t3,300 

J"l~"' ,..ar. Th\Ja, tite. retf.reen$ tllovauc ~ would ralae tk• 1tloaae of • inal• INIIl oar 6S, Who 

w ao othu u ... , to ta .• m a y.ur, .ut rlltpen4U, on llLa other bCGM the ·ntt.~t 

allowance qb.t ~atn hta total luccae to fJ.300. 

Jobn ~rU&•• th• &.ooratic aoad.RU for ·tlw. Sen•t:•• l• • co-apoliaw of the blll. 

w. .-. ••tl•ftact Qat he will ftabt to~ th• ----• e;f tbe 111 and tllat h• wtll al• 

~ for a •fP"pd.atloa •f. f1 bf.111on for 1:he !teat ,..ar. fellcnd.Da the ~t of 

tM blll. Jhl• _,.t l• onlY alqhc:ty -.n of betna fRilfftct.nt to ,.,.tt •• X~attftale\t 

•U••c .. , apec;ttt.._ above. to be pat4 lu foll. .John WoMbl1/ -ae tttll pl'au for the 

appl"Opriat.ton • b• hUed year bJ year ovu • flw year patoct • that ~ five :yeare, 

the a1101Hl'lc" wou14 be pa14 ill fall. 

mGftP&e the htu:nt • 

Tbe· eurnn.t buda•t provtdu for· $7 bllU.oa fo• the eKplor.Uon •f •pace; ef Che .. 

t5 blllf.on a.-. ~ in t'be clset of ~ Spua Apn"J' an4 tl 'bU.U.Oil b ttMt et of 

the hhnft Dept~11:11eUt. It 1• vco'ba'btr t~U- that. the u.. ha• .-. •• -.n ~~ay at.ttllPt 
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tbe ctmquut o.f *'*•• w~ it te aJ,p Cntl that 'thue la no parttculal' uqettey fo~ 4olna 

••· ._t-...,u. x.n•a eoGqMI' of apace ia •• th1JaJh rac1na the d-. t• the Moon ta 

.-thu CbbJ. 

lf •• "" afford to -.4 tb• l*'«t1 4ncl depli.vatt.oa of OUl' aanlor ct.lf.ua. f.a thla 

'*-"7 and. alao to Q&Aitt la a race wf.th tbe IQ'atu.a for the Moen - ancl penapa we cao • 

...- ~t:teff favo-~• con~ the race for the Moon. but if we bne to cbooM 'battfeea 

~ two. tlum, .,. t.ay let. ua 4r ~ out: of tbe rac. fe ~ Mo _ • 

Joha Woodkl.d.ge la young -aact 4l'KUZ'ber:ant. a. ll fcm4 of ractr&& ... he wtll not eutl)~ 

r•U.tupd.•h ~.triq the lontct• co the • Be beU,..,ee tbat uybe ve ~ld afford the no 

to ~ ••- •11 •• eruU.oa th• pov•tty cuJ aepd.vatton of our amtor ctu.-. wltltout 

\iltkletteln,a tlull bwlset to t- f.Jti: where w. wou'd have tnf •~Oftft'J pft,ce r .... If he c.n 
a ·t; the r.ae of ~· to ao alaaa wtth tWa .-d appropr1au flaldt for ~ proJect•• 

-.11 a4 8004-" "' lf t~ beCOSMa a_..aac, to otu;a• ~--the cw Pl'OJdta. John Wooclbrl.dga 

11 ,p1edgri co Chou the nt4ftllleat al.lowace. 

John Woo-clhdqe t• •1 .. •lttclfu-1 that ..,. opec~• -f ·~· .xpleattoa u:y Uv-e mill• 

tu)' tapo1:'taac.e. th& sdUtary taportenoe of apaft aploratl.cm t• an-aaly eauantecl. 

o4 •~ 1:• no ~ ..,., •tther w a the •w• •h•ld pot b• t.nto •r t. John 

Woo4bdcJ&• M1•• ~ •• , that w W.ttt approprtac. • b•1f•\>4llloo. &toll·•~• • JMW ten tbe 

cJweloJII*lt of ~k•u thet may be u .. d lf ft ca.._, for ahoOdn.g .doWn ._,. ~ that ~ 

a.as.a. '*'Pt place into odtt.. Ve -aru td.tb JolUl briqe that wluat.,_. acmey la 

aaected fo~ clef-. aut be eppl'Opd.atect. All • ·••' 1• th•c &ppl'O~~-- for: ct.fea .. be 

~JetUtinl-..d a. .U ~r appi'OpriAdtm ae JCJ:Utiatzed. 

Our~~-- ta cou.-.ned aotely wlt.h '"taw• f th« l"df.~t al-lowace. it 

JOG a. to .caat your vote for Jolla WooclbNI.p 10U'11Cni14 1Mnt to knoe tthec-e :tae thncl.• O'll 

tlHt ·trtbel' te.uu vhtch..,. of lnt•rect to aae l*'Ple of._,. fJUh. ~ aac1eMCI ,..,..1_. 

t•ll• ,_ -...-. b a-tan a em .ell tru.•• othel' t•..-•· 
Our 110t:to t.• .,_ RoOR U11 wdt • the Barth u.e• Urat. •• If Coagftaa f.I.D4a that w. 

ca •ffeJ'd. to nu th• a.•lan• to the HoOJt and alao 4llml til• "*"' •• .S.pd.Yatt.on I o.-
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•en1or .ctttsena. \Jy all liMltt l•.t WI do })otb. ht l•t ua not .apad billion• on. ~actag the 

Bv.Ut.&n• ~o the Moon tf Chia pt'tvent:e u• fmsa .olvtna the groblc of out: ••t• cJ.tu.t • 

... '. etop au MoM of '"luucy". 
I\Cile ed 

cbe encl.oae4 cucl the/acklnd o! tell 

peo'le ovet: 55 v1t.om you mow " thct. we uy contca ...._ .. • U.• CO&ltGCd Yflhl• Plea• 

pl.tu $% wt.tb tbi• "l'd in tka eao1o.aed ~l•»&• to ~ ou¥ coat qf eQIIDUJtic&tin& with 

theM• whciJI) y,o., •Y ruae. We •hall JWomptly •U *• our ma~erial. 

Thank 10\1• 



Dear Mr. Jones: 

THE MOON CAN WAIT 
by 

Leo Szilard May 28, 1963 

This is a circular letter which I am writing to 10,000 people, most of them 

Heads of families, who are above 55. I have an important decision to make and it 

is my hope that you will help me in arriving at a decision. 

I am being offered the Democratic nomination for 1964 for the United States Senate. 

No Democratic Senator has been elected in this St ate for 25 years and while I am willing 

to run if I have a fighting chance to win, I am not willing to do so if I have no ahance 

at all. 

Because most of the voters in this State are Republican the odds are that you are 

a Republican also. But, perhaps after you hear what I have to say, you might be 
---cc 11.-"t-tL 

willing to consider switching your vote in 1964 and ¥stiBg for me. If this is the casa, 

I trust that you will let me know by marking the enclosed slip and returning it to me 

in the enclosed envelope. 

As you may know, a bill has been introduced in Congress which would provide for 

a retirement allowance for each Head of a family who is over 65 and raise, within the 

next five years, his total income to somewhere between $3 - $4,000. The bill provides 

that each Head of a family over 65 shall receive a retirement allowance which amounts 

to 75% of the difference between his (or her) actual annual income (including Social 

Security) and $4,000 per year. Such a provision would raise the income of Heads of 

families over 65 who have no other income, to $3,000, and depending on their other 

income, it might raise their total income to $4,000 a year. 

The bill further provides for~ngle perp~nf over 65 a retirement allowance 
.__k(.,o 

amounting to 50% of the difference between ~ •._' actual annual income (including Social 

Security) and $4,000 per year. Thus, the retirement allowance would raise the income 

of a single man over 65, who has no other income, to $2,000 a year, and depending on 

his other income, the retirement allowance might raise his total income to $3,000. 
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75% and 50% al~owances to be paid in full. This total would be raised year by year, 

over a five year period, until the 75% and the 50% (of the difference between the actual 

income and the limit of $4,000) are reached. 

You might well ask '~ere is the money to come from, unless we are willing to 

mortgage the future'?" 

The current budget provides for $7 billion for the exploration of space; of 

these, $5 billion are contained in the budget of the Space Agency and $2 billion in 

the budget of the Defense Department. It is probably true that the time has come 

when Man may attempt the conquest of space, but it is also true that there is no 

particular urgency for doing so. Moreover, Man 1 s conquest of space is one thing, 

racing the Russians to the Moon is another thing. 

If we can afford to end the poverty and deprivation of our senior citizens in 

this country and also to engage in a race with the Russians for the Moon, and perhaps 

we can, I would vote to continue the race for the Moon, but if I have to choose between 

the two, then I would vote for the dropping out of the race for the Moon. 

This would by my choice, what would be yours'? If your choice is the same as mine 

and if this poll shows that enough people share your view and mine on this issue, then 

I propose to accept the Democratic nomination for the United States Senate·~~ 

If elected, I shall vote for the bill providing the retirement allowances mentioned 

above, but I will also give careful consideration to how much money we can afford to 

spend on space exploration.~ satisfied that the military importance of space explora-

exa gerate~~ J 
a,.-t: ~ • duu.l.IJc 

reason wh~?fhe Russians_a·@a~ ee put bombs into orbit, nevertheless 

I believe that we ought to appropriate a half-billion dollars a year for the development 
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of rockets that are adequate for shooting down any bombs that the Russians might 

place into orbit. Whatever money we need for defense must be appropriated, but the 

requestsfor funds made by the Army, the 

just as carefully as all other requests for funds 

Even though I am soliciting your vote on the single issue of the retirement allow• 

ance, you would want to know where I stand on other issues which are of interest to 

the people of this State. The enclosed pamphlet tells you ! we I~~nd on all these 
'ua. _'t£ p"-

other issues. I hope you will find time to read it and will let m know whether you 

would seriously consider voting for me. 

If I decide to run, my slogan will be "The Moon can wait - the Earth comes 

first". Let us not spend billions on racing the Russians to the Moon, in preference 

to helping our senior citizens who live in poverty and deprivation. Let's stop 

this kind of "lunacy". 

Yours sincerely, 



5-'-'?... 

-a. oa vat • -. a-ttl _. .Uat.• t ,..._ .....,_., o.o .. 
that the .... hu CD111t fol' .. lW.C .. tr.tftea • fUC a .atl to ~ 

1o CbS.. COQftr)l' oqbt oot tct ..,_ tid• - . b U daef.Y •lopa ill. .. -- d.NdOJa• 

lc aPt .-11 · Hue tMC tM . ..a S.tea 14 .affori t:o .. fO"llllJ 

<iepdRd.ocl ill tbl.• C8U.Dtl7 opt ..-et7 1¥ ~ ........ • 1- that 'IIIN14 

pft¥1ct. for a ·8Uitabl• tta4J. ......... &oo of lao~~••· c..,. ... b aoc Pha co ,... ~ • 
lw. bOaftl". '*"' l . • to I'Utd~ .,..11 Sa tbh .,.__.. e. what £• polltlcally 

fu•lbl•· te h aor• pt'tMl... 1 ,_..,._ to 41._.. un ;r • firM a., --
...u.q ..,.,.ny aU cJqd.utl Ill tid.• ~'C'J ttl.\lcb ..,... CHI rtiN' •'*'I pulU 

t~~pJQrt f.• ca. l""- .tctiOrt ..,...... lt ll'br•l a.oenuc eoa,_.loul ....uau. 

all--.. ,. ......... , r.t.ly 

s...._f' • .,....,... U ... $4.000 • 

._ • .. ,. .... Q, 1w ~ to WI'Q' .uovc u.. Htlr.•m aa•• _. tb•• ua 
-~··••••••••••••••••'-llt.•• 1!111en tba ._.of...._. f*d1.7 hover S.J. 1'tuu'e an 
•••••••••••••••••••··~'' (~ tba . 4 of ~ ~17 ia over 65) ~ WDU14 P~•· 
.. tt.:r benefit by tile ~ n~ alhwatce. en dd.• l• a ca.pantlalJ .. 11 

CI'Oup. •t ...wr•• wbicla wo.ol4 HatOllf • 1-aqe ~e:Ut a ...,_ndv.lJ ...Ul anup 
~~av. • at _. •ec~:ccei.OIIl toz: ~ ..,.., tt.t --.. lddcJt p.w • ....,_1 '-'•At co • 
COJaparati•ely l•l'&• arout• r.o,le al'e 1IDt likely w Mtdl tbdr 'ftta f~ ~Qu~tlt_ca 

to ~· for ·the •alee of .....U. fl • f200 l'A --.. tbey 1daht v.t7 well 4o ., lf tt 

X. Ol'der u ·pgnrve ~ l--.ttw tct ..,., • wul4 aot ..,.t to "' • ft.atl uta. 
tor t1te b_.. of • l1M4 of • 1•117 •11crn e. tutead. the Mll coul"a. fer ~ 

llr~vtce tbdo the ntl~:•llid .aUQ1Nldee ',~',Helwwl ltJ Cl&e bM4 of • '-117 OYel' 6$ .-.... 
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eta. :rOt• f ea4f.a& 4eprt Uoa -..1 

P"N~ fa *• ._tQ _. ~· ...,._. )mftf.dt.._ • ~'• ible eft&.._.& •tlovaace f•l' ...... 
..... tllouP a. -. __. Me.,.. l~ •t tM. raclr--.e allOWIIllC• 

hJa1& _. wul4 lumt ..... tbe lsU tbnuah • aalu taa, Jet ~ elsa bill c_. 

to vote ta tl\e I .._...bU._. • ._.. veu bftly forty .,_,. ,...._,. the arut 

...... ..wat to .... "'"'" of ................... t tlMt bill. 

lf • lt-111 ~ foe ftUNMDt eJ.lowace for the ..- wn dftf-.t watch 

.c• iafoiiiM -... of tS.., t.fon • ltlU t• ac,_ll1 ~ u ~. thea tbey 

.-14 -.. • ._rtuat&y to ff.ck up t - ball .- W.cll ~~ ia tlw 1964 •lectttou. 

a.. '-"''de h :ao G.H4 ,_ Ill• ·to ~ NIUI~ tlaa.ct.q -~ wtal4 then lte 

-~ ._.. fft ft8l to '* oppo.- • &• .nee to tblJ llooa. All eu, voul4 luaa te .. l' 

te, 1M t! $ !1-c• la ._..,. ... a. ace to the _. • ntt,._t all--..ce fott 

tile ••up&"tft.~ aaw. tUB tMJ ••14 'ftJQ to tt4.P C. oca ~ Mooa. • 

.. ,.. ~~ te ._.. ta..t ... ..,..... .a f.1ldl • f...- tiM,- wu1_4 ~bly 

.. c to,_ Aa cblolee .~,co aa~.tt coutit._u _, ... -. .. J~Metiee t: . -_y au. 

tf ..,. .,.. •• t• •• t ''"* tt ...w 1M~ the • -.. • ,..,. • whle tn 

U._..l I•~ cauU aotel' ta.tr c.pdpl • a\ld via. 
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