
Allan Forbes, Jr. 

7 Maynard Plaoe 

-Cambridge 38 

Nlassaohusetts 

Kirkland 7-1973 

Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Waehington 6, D. 0. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I . ~ 

/_ -· :1 .. ...... \ ' ' • // .-·t _,..,. J1C .,. ... ~ ~· ..... r 

19 November 1961 

A copy of your talk "Are 'lie On The Road To 'lla.r11 waa 2:iven to me by a. friend who 
heard you apeak in Oambridge last week. I am extremely impreased by your Lobby
Movement proposal and , am circulating it here ae widely as pouible. 

I have been on the fringea of th~ peace movement in various waya for several years 
and have just recently backed out, more or less in dise;uat, due to the futility of 
the standard approach, the lack of leaderehip, idec.s, initiative, planning, etc. 

Herman Kahn, with whom I have had a number of conversationa, has put it quite well: 
'Ihe hallmark of the amateur and the dilettante is that he never bother• to find out 
howto ~et to his particular Utopia. 

I have spent the l-ast few weeks writing an essay on th~ Cold War and aketchini: out 
a pltm to e!ld the Arms Race. They are attached and I would be extremely 2;rateful 
if you could find the time to look at them and perhaps comment on the World Security 
Program. 

In common with you, I base my pla_"l on the aaeomption that we have a credible or near
credible First Strike Capability and that if there is to be any chang:ini: of the Arms 
Race direction i t will have to start with us. The Ruasians are only in a poaition 
to build up their forces; we can r educe or build up, ae we wish. 

Our troublesseem to stem invariably from a lack of policy; every ~overnment is run 
by Hamlet fi gures. We tend to behave like a Russian satellite, albeit a very reluc
tant and unhappy one, but perhaps with less real freedom of action than Albania ha.s. 
We are alwaya reacting to Rusa.ian ini tiativea or au spected Russian ini tiativea. It 
aeema to me that most of the time since the end of World \'la.r II w0 have been unwi t
ting accomplices of the Sovieta. We have been indi apense.ble to them. 

If the program I have worked out does nothing- else, it at least outlines a coherent, 
cohesive, inclueive U.S. policy. 

I am not quite so aanf!Uine as you about Russian desires for 2:eneral and complete die
armament. I think they would find many grounds for objectini: to it. General Talen
sky1" review of The Neceui ~y for Choice gives one reason - their fear that it would 
contribute to changing; the natun of Soviet society. Since thi • i a what Ki ssin2:er 
said GOD was intended to do, Talensky can not be blamed too heavily. 

'Ihe introductory essay on the Arme Race which precede Iii the plan i e written more or 
lese for _the layman. It can be skimmed through pretty quickly, but there are one 
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or two point. not without merit. First, I am exce .. ively disturbed tho tendency to 
concentrate on "feaaibility" and on preparations for an all-out thermonuclear war. 
Kahn eeem• to hav ~ mot with enormoue reeponee to hie A & B Oountry theory and the 
entire ridiculou• complex of aurvi val epeculation. You will have noti cod that at 
tho Houao Hearing• this aummer I<ahn down•&raded deterrence to "intra-war deterrence" • 
deterrence after war hae started. Thi a ie hi• g;obbledy&ook for limitation. You 
probably al-;c;-noticed that he •e~m• to have taken over tho Swap-a-Oity theeia which 
if I am not mistaken, waa orig;inally youra. 

It boiinie to look as if the real atrua;glo we are engaged in i1 one w1 th ouraolv••• 
Kennedy eeem• to have realized this and all hi• recent apeoche• have been concerned 
w1 th internal dU'fioul tie a. It may be a lot hard or to 1011 your ooncepta to the pub
lic than to the administration. Tho Lobby in Washington may meet with groat aucceu 
but the Mov~ent at the gra1e-root1 level hao tho real taek and challenge. 

I would be gratofu~ for any help or critio11D1 you might make on the enoloaed paper. I 
ehould aleo be intore1ted in development• of the Oouncil for AbolililRing War I1 thoro 
aomeone in thie area who will be reportin& the reaulte of your 4-college aamplef 

With beet wilhn, 

' I 
I 

\_ ~ L ~ ( l ' ., ::. 

Allan Forbe a, Jr 



Allan Forbes. Jr. 

7 Maynard Place 

Cambridge 38 

Massachusetts 

Kirkland 7-1973 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont-Plaza 
':/acllinz ton 6, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

14 December 1961 

Roger Fi aher t elephoned a day or two ago and mentioned the meetin~ to be held on 
Saturday December 16 th. I explained to him that I have a long- ctanding enga~ement 
for this weekend out of to \m and that there waen 1 t really a11y hope of canceling it 
without compromiain several old friendships. 

Yesterday we met and talked for an hour or so about your ideas. Roger will pro
bably bring these up with you this we ekend. 

There seems to be a remarkabl e pote11"tial for an organiz ation alan the lines you 
propose. In large mea sure"" success will depend upon the planning and preparation 
th fl. t goes in beforehand. Getting off on the right foot will be crucial. 

'tlhen I r e turn to Cambridge I wi 11 ge t in tou ch with Ro ge r Fi eher and bring myself 
up to date on ~he we ekend ' s developments . 

Sincarely, 

~ la", t~l'-' . ,/ 
Allan Forbes, Jr J 
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YH358 SG 22708 

GENEVE 106 30 2030 

LT 

{ c'""t-. 1 C 1' / 

COUNCIL FOR ABOLISH! G WAR ROOM 738 HOTEL DUPONT PLAZA WASHINGT

ONDC 

PLEASE WL E FOLLOWING TEXT QUOT f oR 11f iDANCf SE CABLE ME 

CARE PROFESSOR WEISSKOPF CERN G EVA IF POSSIBL iitHIN 

T REE DAYS WHETHER CUBAN CRISIS CHANGED PROBUBIL TY OF YOUR PARTI• 

CIPATING IN PROJECT REGARDS szr;A~~ND QUOTrJ 0 F<iLLOWING' 
' -h.t ~.')\-1.11\J(,..\Ct d- . c 

EIGHT PEOPLLGEORGE RATHJINS DEPARTMENT OF STATEASTOP ROGER FISHER 
' 0/J,t•-'tl:>«-ti)C-S,Mil-. c.e:.tvll-(~ l='oi2. fll1-(;~t;ltM eB~';;;.,b!~,~Ff-~~' 

HAHVARe~'\ 1:~~3~1~~!3~ ( ~~~~~.~ ~SINGERI\H~~~\)~!,~ ,:srv~:'v _ fs~~~x" B.ROOKS 
ioM=:!HPA~/\S~OP LEvl HENKEN COLUNBIA L~ii;CHOOL\ STOP FREEMAN DYSON 

INSTITUTE ADVANCED ST~DIES PRI1 CETONI\STOP JAi1ES FISK BELL 

TELEPHONE LABORATORIES NURRAYHILL NEJ JERSEY STOP DON LING FIVE 
l 

DE KALB PLACE i10RRISTO\VN NEW JERSEY STOP PLEASE CABLE ME ACKNOVI-

LEDGEMENT 

SZILARD 

z 
n 
• 



NIGHT LETTER CABLE 

SZILARD 
CERN 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

October 31, 1962 

HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF YOUR CABLE AND CONFIRM DISPATCH;>( EIGHT 

TELEGRAMS TODAY BEST WISHES FROM ALL 

FORBES 



NIGHT LETTER 

GEORGE RATHJINS 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

HENRY KISSINGER 

October 31, 1962 

ROGER FISHER 
HARVARD LAW SCHOOL 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

HARVEY BROOKS /" . M A~ 
D~ @B iNG~NG /1)7j7i.Je/) :::>C-/ ~/1/t!'J-e..-- /Y~ 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY l 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

LEW HENKEN 
COLUMBIA LAW SCHOOL 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

JAMES FISK 
BELL TELEPHONE LABORATORIES 
MURRAY HILL, NEW J:SX JERSEY 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

FREEMAN DYSON 0 r 
INSTITUTE "ADVANCED STUDIES 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

DON LING 
FIVE DE KALB PLACE 
MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE TRANSMITTED TO YOU AT REQUEST OF LEO SZILARD STOP QUOTE 

FOR MY GUIDANCE PLEASE CABLE ME CARE PROFESSOR WEISSKOPF CERN GENEVA IF POSSIBLE 

WITHIN THREE DAYS WHETHER CUBAN CRISIS CHANGED PROBABILITY OF YOUR PARTICIPATING 

IN PROJECT REGARDS SZILARD END QUOTE WOULD APPRECIATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT 

evp 

'ALLAN FORBES 
COUNCIL FOR ABOLISHING WAR 
1500 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 
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livingston reports mack considers your proposal potentially 

as useful as before perhaps more now stop livingston adds mack 

never over optimistic concerning ultimate success livingston 

writing details regards 

forbes 
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Night letter cable to: 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Weisskopf, CERN 
Geneva 23, S~zerland 

Nov. 21, 1962 

LIVINGSTON HAS CDNV EYED I NFOR.M..Arr ION TO BOB WHO WAS PLFASED STOP 

LIVINGSTON vJOULD APPRECIATE EETAILS OF APPENDIX. REGARDS. 

Allan Forbes, Jr. 
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CLASS OF SERVICE WESTERN UNION SYMIIOLS ' 

OL ad )oy Lettn 

NL•Niaht l.fttet 

This Is 1 fast .:neuoge 
unleu Irs deferred chor• 
lcter It Indicated by the 
proper oymbol. 

SF·l201 (4-60) L T•lnternotlonal 
'\. Len~r T clegram 

The filing time shown In the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point o( origin . Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

1259P EST NOV 24 62 BA094 
B - COU~55 WUA270 SGZ~644 19 PO INTL FR CO GENEVE VIA RCA 24 1724 
FORBES 

7 MAYNARD PL CAMBRIDGE (MASS) 
LEAVING FOR MOSCOW MONDAY ·MORNING PRESENCE DECEMBER FOURTEENTH 
NOT CERTAIN BUT RATHER LIKELY 

SZILARD. 

~-~------~----

__. - I "I L''{,·l 

Yl~C853 

SGZ2815 
-· 

GENEVE 31 21 1450 

. ' 

FORBES ROOM 738 HOTEL DUPONTPLAZA WASHINGTON/DC 

REQUEST POSTPONING BOARD MEETING DECEMBER 14 OR 

JANUARY 4 SO THAT I MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND PLEASE 

CONFIRM AND ADVISE DOERING FELD WRITING 

SZILARD 
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Ct.Ass oF SERVICE 

NL=Niahr Le11er 
This Is a fast message 
unless Its deferred char• 
actu Ia Indicated by the 
proper symbol. _52rL,4,f2•') TELEGRAM 

Frl~ nnho-<'-"'-•-1 W.P.MARSHALL.PA .. IDENT 

SF-1201 (4-60) LT-lnrernadonal 
-Leiter T clcgram 

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

1259P EST NOV 24 62 BA094 
B CDU355 WUA270 SGZ3644 19 PO INTL FR CD GENEVE VIA RCA 24 1724 
FORBES 

7 MAYNARD PL CAMBRIDGE (MASS) 
LEAVING FOR MOSCOW MONDAY ·MORNING PRESENCE DECEMBER FOURTEENTH 
NOT CERTAIN BUT RATHER LIKELY 

SZILARD. 
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GENEVE 31 21 1450 

FORBES ROOM 738 HOTEL DUPONTPLAZA WASHINGTON/DC 

REQUEST POSTPONING BOARD MEETING DECEMBER 14 OR 
~ 

JANUARY 4 SO THAT I MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND PLEASE 

CONFIRM AND ADVISE DOERING FELD WRITING 

SZILARD 
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FORB.!:S 7 I-1AYNARD PIA Ci CA11BRiro.:; .IASSACHUs.:;TTS ( U .... A) 

L:UlVING FOR MOSCCh'/ HONDAY HORNING PRJ.JS2NC' D.~C..;}IBSR FOURTLlNl'H 

NC!l' CERTAIN Bur RATHER LIKELY = SZILARD 

--------------------
Sender : SZILARD, HC!l'~L B2fu'ITNA, G~NEVE 

Date 24 November 1962 
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