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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for having me here today to engage in this conversation with you all. My collaborator on the project Tamara couldn’t make it today. I’ll be presenting on the Tell Us How UC It project. Start with an overview, then focus on the history, and finish with an activity.I’m hoping that our project can help provide some context on how race has played a factor on this college campus and push you to think about what makes you co-creators of our campus climate. Another important aspect is in thinking about the past as the present. Events, feelings, outcomes from the past don’t get left there. They have a very real place in what is happening on our campus today and it’s important to know the impact in order to learn from that history and shape how we move forward. Represented “Forgotten history” - nature of college campus within a few years memory for students fadesImage credits:Students walk out of the UCSD administration's teach-in on February 24, 2010. A majority of the students in attendance left the official teach-in, and gathered together outside of Price Center to have their own teach-in. (Photo by: Jessica Plautz) https://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/feb/24/ucsd-minority-students-walk-out-teach/ Brianna Alderman, “One and the Same,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2037.Valerie Saiag, “Interrobang,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2102. 

https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/


Living Archive = collect and present materials for the expression, 
exhibition, documentation, and preservation of a sentiment or 
movement in a particular community.
Rhodes, T. (2014). A living, breathing revolution: How libraries can use ‘living archives’ to support, engage, and 
document social movements. IFLA, 40(1), 5-10

2010 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive is a grassroots project created in 2016 by four librarians at the UC San Diego Library. The inspiration for creating the project came from students who shared their concerns during the Graduate Student Association (GSA) and Black Graduate Student Association (BGSA) Race Relations Town Hall in April 2016. The goal of Tell Us How UC It is to create a space for UC San Diego students to share their own stories and opinions about life on campus.By connecting the voices of current students with the history of UC San Diego, this archive oers a living and ever-growing narrative of student feelings about the campus climate and pivotal moments when, in the face of challenges, they’ve come together to lead change.Context: In April 2016, right in the middle of the presidential campaign, like many other campuses, a number of Trump Chalkings appeared on the UCSD campus in multiple places, one of them near Raza Resource Centro, our Chicanx- Latinx campus community center.  As a response, the Black Graduate Student Association and the Graduate Student Association co-hosted a Race Relations Town Hall, which got us thinking about how we, in the Library, can support our community in this moment. It was not the first time the campus was hit with racist incidents. In 2010, there were escalating racist incidents surrounding a fraternity party designated the Compton Cookout, which made national news and prompted a federal investigation.One of our team members, Tamara Rhodes had previously published an article discussing how libraries can create “living archives” to support social movements in their communities. A “living archive” collects and presents materials in a way that allows for the expression, exhibition, documentation, and preservation of a sentiment or movement in a particular community. Images:http://triton.news/2017/02/compton-cookout-day-party-remembered-not/  https://www.facebook.com/events/509510175906322/ 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose: use The New School format (Occupy Wall Street movement) for the inclusion of past and historical narratives with present sentiment in the form of creative expression, and then capture up-to-the-minute feedback and commentary. We used this format to gather materials from the past and the present and presented them together in order to visually make a comparison. The living archive format has 3 parts:A history - Timeline by decade: highlight major events regarding student activism throughout UCSD’s history; focus not just on moments of conflict but also progress (creation of cultural centers, Principles of Community); used direct quotes from Student Newspapers“Current perspectives” through creative work Real-time feedback (on the theme, timeline, exhibit) solicited during exhibitsThis is the format we take for our full-fledged exhibits, but for our one-off exhibits that we’re doing for trainings and classes, it consists of the timeline and we create a targeted/themed prompt for folks to comment on by way of gathering both current perspectives and real-time feedback. As we began to dig into the history, it became clear to focus the living archive on student activism. Perfect for UCSD’s climate: forgotten history, live current sentiment due to ongoing present events that related to the forgotten history



knit.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re currently working on revamping our website, but the content is available online.https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/collection/bb8844662t



Student Perspectives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student voice have limited representation in our University Archives; exists in student newspapers but limited in structure/format (just quotes)Value and importance of student perspectives; some anonymous, amazing range of voices and creativityIf you have a chance, check out our online collection to see more of the student work. It will give you an idea of the complex feelings of the students. Images:Kim Luong, “UC Socially Divided?,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2071.Kaitlyn Ritchey, “Mixed Messages,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2067.Connie Mach, “That One Library,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2043.Anonymous, “The Asian American Experience,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/1989.



library.ucsd.edu/dc/collection/bb8844662t

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re currently working on revamping our website, but the content is available online.https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/collection/bb8844662t



Patterns of History

● World or National events
● Local or campus events or incidentsWhat?

● Take a stand or make their voices heard
● Request for direct actionWhy?

● Sit-ins/Takeovers
● Conferences/Education
● Demands/Resolutions

How?
● Demonstrations/

marches

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are patterns in why students organize and how they do it. These are some general observations of the what/why/hows from over the years.For the Tell Us How UC It Timeline :Made decision to only use direct quotes from sourcesAsked around about key moments and a natural narrative formed around student activism - cycle was revealedTried to balance in selecting moments to highlight; ie. not just points of conflict but also reflects some of the resolutions and outcomes as well, e.g. policies or manifests in memorials, murals or centers on campus



Patterns of History

2016

1992 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cristela:Cyclical: start to see patterns, e.g. demonstration 1992 after Rodney King verdict students walked out onto Interstate 5, also saw this again after Ferguson verdict in 2014 and then we see it again in 2016 as a protest to the Trump election.



1990s 2010s1960s-1980s

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since the beginning, race has often played a role in University’s history.Location: in La Jolla, far from certain communities in San DiegoFirst protests on campus was related to U.S. Military intervention in other countries (see first demonstration in 1965 a demonstration against U.S. military intervention in the Dominican Republic)Height of the Civil Rights movement (death of Martin Luther King in 1968)Move through Vietnam War protests and the Reagan EraLocally, naming of Third College, student proposed Lumumba-Zapata, rejected and later became Thurgood Marshall College90s Rodney King verdict protestsRace - institutionalized: ending of Affirmative Action in admission and hiring practicesAlso see creation of Cross-Cultural Center and Women’s Center; Principles of Community2000s“Black winter” 10 years since the Compton CookoutCreation of the Inter-tribal Resource Center, Black Resource Center, Raza Resource Centro



Sit-in/
Takeover

Education

May 1970
Feb 2010

Oct 1991Apr 1982

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Urey Hall Takeover in 1970 for anti-war effortsChancellor's Office post compton cookout in 2010



Demands/ 
Resolutions

Protests/
Marches

Sept 2001

Oct 2001
May 1992

Nov 2016

Feb 2010



http://chancellor.ucsd.edu/chancellor-khosla/blog/we-learn-celebrating-chicano-a-latino-a-culture-and-heritage

BSU Demands/Chicano Legacy Mural, 
2010-2011

Lumumba-Zapata 
Coalition, 1969-1972

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And there are also multiple moments of establishing coalitions for change.Lumumba-Zapata Coalition - Demands dealing with admission, curriculum, governance, space for Third College"Third World college" devoted to the needs and class interests of "students from oppressed social groups," that is, working-class Black students, Chicano students, and white students"an admittance guarantee of 35 percent Black and 35 percent Brown students Named after Patrice Lumumba, the first Congolese Prime Minister, and Mexican revolutionary Emiliano Zapata, the collective in the ‘60s and ‘70s formed as a coalition between the Mexican American Youth Association, known today as Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlán and the Black Student Council, now the Black Student Union. https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2222http://provost.ucsd.edu/marshall/40th/history/short-history.html BSU proposed an original list of 32 demands, also centered around admissions, recruitment, retention, and supported the efforts of different groups. Included making the Chicano Legacy Mural permanentVery smart use of history in the presentWaves of Lumumba-Zapata resurgence in 2016https://lumumbazapataucsd.com/analysis/ http://ucsdguardian.org/2017/01/20/lumumba-zapata-and-the-power-of-sentiment/ 



Co-creators of 
campus climate

Left to right: Cristela Garcia-Spitz, Gayatri 
Singh, Tamara Rhodes, & Rachel Myers

Other collaborators: Liaison to campus 
community centers • Rights Analyst • Library IT 
Services • Special Collections & Archives • 
Campus activists & other community members

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Core working group: diverse backgrounds in different areas of the library, multi-generational, different skills and perspectivesThe development of the living archive required the expertise of and collaboration between multiple people and departments in the library and campus community.-------What started out as sort of a passion project, not specific to any of our jobs, has grown and evolved into something that factors into our work daily:Brought our skills and knowledge into this projectThinking critically about whose voices are represented in collections/archivesLibraries and librarians aren’t neutral and can engage in and support social movements in their communitiesWe’re all apart of the campus culture, active participants, therefore we need to think about how to create a supportive climate, engage and align our work with the communityThink more holisticallyThe project has opened up new partnerships and received a lot of great feedback, also brought more awareness and informed the work that we do.



Your Role in Social Change
Roles in Social Change

Patricia Arroyos, Organizing 101, May 10, 2017. Tell Us How UC 
It, https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb7342954v

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2017, the UC San Diego Library organized a workshop titled "From Crisis to Change: How to Organize for Action" in collaboration with the University of California Student Association. It was presented by Patricia Arroyos, UCSA Statewide Organizing Director, and these are parts of her presentation.Shown here are roles in social changehttps://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb7342954v 



Your Role in Social Change

Patricia Arroyos, Organizing 101, May 10, 2017. Tell Us How UC It, 
https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb7342954v

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2017, the UC San Diego Library organized a workshop titled "From Crisis to Change: How to Organize for Action" in collaboration with the University of California Student Association. It was presented by Patricia Arroyos, UCSA Statewide Organizing Director, and these are parts of her presentation.Shown here are roles in social changehttps://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb7342954v 



Activity

Discuss in small groups & write on post-it note:

How are we co-creators of 
climate on campus? 

What campus events or 
narratives are we 

connected to? Allie Pai, “Reach,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive
https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb33497596.



How are we co-creators of 
climate on campus? 

What campus events or 
narratives are we connected 

to?

Patricia Arroyos, Organizing 101, May 10, 2017. Tell Us How UC It, https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb7342954v



Thank you.

www.library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit

Questions?
Cristela Garcia-Spitz

cgarciaspitz@ucsd.edu
Tamara Rhodes

tlrhodes@ucsd.edu

Anonymous, “Diversity,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb4578442g.



Thank you for having me here today to engage in this conversation with you all. My 
collaborator on the project Tamara couldn’t make it today. 

I’ll be presenting on the Tell Us How UC It project. Start with an overview, then focus 
on the history, and finish with an activity.

I’m hoping that our project can help provide some context on how race has played a 
factor on this college campus and push you to think about what makes you co-
creators of our campus climate. 

Another important aspect is in thinking about the past as the present. Events, 
feelings, outcomes from the past don’t get left there. They have a very real place in 
what is happening on our campus today and it’s important to know the impact in order 
to learn from that history and shape how we move forward. 

Represented “Forgotten history” - nature of college campus within a few years 
memory for students fades

Image credits:
● Students walk out of the UCSD administration's teach-in on February 24, 

2010. A majority of the students in attendance left the official teach-in, and 
gathered together outside of Price Center to have their own teach-in. (Photo 



by: Jessica Plautz) https://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/feb/24/ucsd-minority-
students-walk-out-teach/

● Brianna Alderman, “One and the Same,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, 
accessed April 26, 2019, 
https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2037.

● Valerie Saiag, “Interrobang,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed 
April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2102. 



Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive is a grassroots project created in 2016 by four 
librarians at the UC San Diego Library. The inspiration for creating the project came 
from students who shared their concerns during the Graduate Student Association 
(GSA) and Black Graduate Student Association (BGSA) Race Relations Town Hall in 
April 2016. The goal of Tell Us How UC It is to create a space for UC San Diego 
students to share their own stories and opinions about life on campus.

By connecting the voices of current students with the history of UC San Diego, this 
archive oers a living and ever-growing narrative of student feelings about the campus 
climate and pivotal moments when, in the face of challenges, they’ve come together 
to lead change.

● Context: In April 2016, right in the middle of the presidential campaign, like 
many other campuses, a number of Trump Chalkings appeared on the UCSD 
campus in multiple places, one of them near Raza Resource Centro, our 
Chicanx- Latinx campus community center.  As a response, the Black 
Graduate Student Association and the Graduate Student Association co-
hosted a Race Relations Town Hall, which got us thinking about how we, in 
the Library, can support our community in this moment. 

● It was not the first time the campus was hit with racist incidents. In 2010, there 
were escalating racist incidents surrounding a fraternity party designated the 
Compton Cookout, which made national news and prompted a federal 



investigation.
● One of our team members, Tamara Rhodes had previously published an 

article discussing how libraries can create “living archives” to support social 
movements in their communities. A “living archive” collects and presents 
materials in a way that allows for the expression, exhibition, documentation, 
and preservation of a sentiment or movement in a particular community. 

Images:
http://triton.news/2017/02/compton-cookout-day-party-remembered-not/
https://www.facebook.com/events/509510175906322/



● Purpose: use The New School format (Occupy Wall Street movement) for the 
inclusion of past and historical narratives with present sentiment in the form of 
creative expression, and then capture up-to-the-minute feedback and 
commentary. 

● We used this format to gather materials from the past and the present and 
presented them together in order to visually make a comparison. 

The living archive format has 3 parts:

● A history - Timeline by decade: highlight major events regarding student 
activism throughout UCSD’s history; focus not just on moments of conflict but 
also progress (creation of cultural centers, Principles of Community); used 
direct quotes from Student Newspapers

● “Current perspectives” through creative work 
● Real-time feedback (on the theme, timeline, exhibit) solicited during exhibits

This is the format we take for our full-fledged exhibits, but for our one-off exhibits that 
we’re doing for trainings and classes, it consists of the timeline and we create a 
targeted/themed prompt for folks to comment on by way of gathering both current 
perspectives and real-time feedback. 



As we began to dig into the history, it became clear to focus the living archive on 
student activism. 

● Perfect for UCSD’s climate: forgotten history, live current sentiment due to 
ongoing present events that related to the forgotten history



We’re currently working on revamping our website, but the content is available online.

https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/collection/bb8844662t



Student voice have limited representation in our University Archives; exists in student 
newspapers but limited in structure/format (just quotes)

Value and importance of student perspectives; some anonymous, amazing range of 
voices and creativity

If you have a chance, check out our online collection to see more of the student work. 
It will give you an idea of the complex feelings of the students. 

Images:

Kim Luong, “UC Socially Divided?,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed 
April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2071.

Kaitlyn Ritchey, “Mixed Messages,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed 
April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2067.

Connie Mach, “That One Library,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living Archive, accessed 
April 26, 2019, https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2043.

Anonymous, “The Asian American Experience,” Tell Us How UC It: A Living 
Archive, accessed April 26, 2019, 
https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/1989.



We’re currently working on revamping our website, but the content is available online.

https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/collection/bb8844662t



There are patterns in why students organize and how they do it. These are some 
general observations of the what/why/hows from over the years.

For the Tell Us How UC It Timeline :
● Made decision to only use direct quotes from sources
● Asked around about key moments and a natural narrative formed around 

student activism - cycle was revealed
● Tried to balance in selecting moments to highlight; ie. not just points of conflict 

but also reflects some of the resolutions and outcomes as well, e.g. policies or 
manifests in memorials, murals or centers on campus



Cristela:
Cyclical: start to see patterns, e.g. demonstration 1992 after Rodney King verdict 
students walked out onto Interstate 5, also saw this again after Ferguson verdict in 
2014 and then we see it again in 2016 as a protest to the Trump election.



Since the beginning, race has often played a role in University’s history.
● Location: in La Jolla, far from certain communities in San Diego
● First protests on campus was related to U.S. Military intervention in other 

countries (see first demonstration in 1965 a demonstration against U.S. 
military intervention in the Dominican Republic)

● Height of the Civil Rights movement (death of Martin Luther King in 1968)
● Move through Vietnam War protests and the Reagan Era
● Locally, naming of Third College, student proposed Lumumba-Zapata, 

rejected and later became Thurgood Marshall College
90s 
● Rodney King verdict protests
● Race - institutionalized: ending of Affirmative Action in admission and hiring 

practices
● Also see creation of Cross-Cultural Center and Women’s Center; Principles of 

Community
2000s
● “Black winter” 10 years since the Compton Cookout
● Creation of the Inter-tribal Resource Center, Black Resource Center, Raza 

Resource Centro



Urey Hall Takeover in 1970 for anti-war efforts
Chancellor's Office post compton cookout in 2010





And there are also multiple moments of establishing coalitions for change.

Lumumba-Zapata Coalition - Demands dealing with admission, curriculum, 
governance, space for Third College
"Third World college" devoted to the needs and class interests of "students from 
oppressed social groups," that is, working-class Black students, Chicano students, 
and white students"
an admittance guarantee of 35 percent Black and 35 percent Brown students 
Named after Patrice Lumumba, the first Congolese Prime Minister, and Mexican 
revolutionary Emiliano Zapata, the collective in the ‘60s and ‘70s formed as a coalition 
between the Mexican American Youth Association, known today as Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlán and the Black Student Council, now the Black Student 
Union. 
https://library.ucsd.edu/tellushowucit/items/show/2222
http://provost.ucsd.edu/marshall/40th/history/short-history.html

BSU proposed an original list of 32 demands, also centered around admissions, 
recruitment, retention, and supported the efforts of different groups. Included making 
the Chicano Legacy Mural permanent
Very smart use of history in the present

Waves of Lumumba-Zapata resurgence in 2016
https://lumumbazapataucsd.com/analysis/



http://ucsdguardian.org/2017/01/20/lumumba-zapata-and-the-power-of-sentiment/



Core working group: diverse backgrounds in different areas of the library, multi-
generational, different skills and perspectives

The development of the living archive required the expertise of and collaboration 
between multiple people and departments in the library and campus community.

-------

What started out as sort of a passion project, not specific to any of our jobs, has 
grown and evolved into something that factors into our work daily:

● Brought our skills and knowledge into this project
● Thinking critically about whose voices are represented in collections/archives
● Libraries and librarians aren’t neutral and can engage in and support social 

movements in their communities
● We’re all apart of the campus culture, active participants, therefore we need to 

think about how to create a supportive climate, engage and align our work 
with the community

● Think more holistically

The project has opened up new partnerships and received a lot of great feedback, 
also brought more awareness and informed the work that we do.



In 2017, the UC San Diego Library organized a workshop titled "From Crisis to 
Change: How to Organize for Action" in collaboration with the University of California 
Student Association. It was presented by Patricia Arroyos, UCSA Statewide 
Organizing Director, and these are parts of her presentation.

Shown here are roles in social change

https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb7342954v



In 2017, the UC San Diego Library organized a workshop titled "From Crisis to 
Change: How to Organize for Action" in collaboration with the University of California 
Student Association. It was presented by Patricia Arroyos, UCSA Statewide 
Organizing Director, and these are parts of her presentation.

Shown here are roles in social change

https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb7342954v
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