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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

PATROL REPORT

1 of 1965/66
District of Report No. of | )U,‘;/o:

Patrol Conducted by W HEATHCO' ATROL...OFFICER....

Area Patrolled OM_RIVER. AREA
NIL

1'NCO. &+ GONST % INTERPRETERS.
1 HO. 65 CARRI

Patrol Accompanied by European:

Natives

@8 6. 65
Duration—From 19 to... 17

Lo e S et

Number of Days TWENTY

;,

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?

Last Patrol to Area by—District Services

e R

Medical

Map Reference

Objects of Patrol

Director of District Administration

PORT MORESBY.

Forwarded, please

District Commissioner

Amount Paid for War Dan
Amount Paid from D.N.E

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Tru




9th September, 1965,

petrict Commissioner,
Sey ’

QKSAPMIN PATEOL REPORT NO. 1/)963-66*

n.ool.pt is lomv}dl:od n:i.:h thanks of thnw very
nz:ﬂ o . hoote covered your
memo 61-;3‘/165 of 6

2, The comments of lir, Vearne and yourself were
noted.

3. Mr, Heathcote maummunm
interesting report. The patro ously been oOR~
duoted in a thorough and oonuuﬁm manner and

it provides much useful information of these isolated people
who live in the Okeapmin area.

(7.6, _Adtchison)
A/DIRECTOR,




67-3-18/ £5 0 WY
Department of District Administration,
Sepik District,
HEWAK

6th August, 1965

/

The Aséistant District Commissioner,
Subdistpict Office,

£ OKSAPMIN PATROL No. 1 of 1965/66

Thank you for the report of the above patrol
conducted by Mr. Heathcote, Patrol Officer, into the Om River
area.

This is a very interest: report on which Mr.
Hedghcote is to be couzli.mntod. The patrol has obviously
been conducted in a thorough and conscientious manner and
provides much useful information on these isolated people.

Your comment re an aerial survey of the area
north of Emiapmin and Duranmin is noted and your advice re
drop sites 1s awaited.

The {atrol proposed for October should endeavour
likewise to locate the Kotufu River so that the boundaries of the
subdistriet will be known.

I agree that the visit by Mr. Heathcote to Lake
Kopiago with some of the Oksapmin leaders is a good proposal
administratively and permission is granted for him to do so.

Your other comments are noted and I concur with

thom. E “(_Vh«‘

(B. G, ﬁcx-s)
a/D S

~Cecs The Director, Department of District Administration,Konedobu

Y umwiie
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Telegrams DISADM
Telaphone Department of District Administration,

P SubDistrict Office,
TELEFOMIN

Mr.
28th July, 1965.
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District Commissioner,
Sepik Distriet,

HEWAK
PATROL NO.1 OF 1965/66

Please find enclosed two copies of the report of the
above patrol by Mr. W. Heathcote, Patrol Officer. Claims for
Camping Allowance and Sketch Maps are attached.

Hative Affairs

A successful patrol. Mr. Heathcote's reception is
a reflection of the patient work of his predecessors as well as
of the fact that he sent notice of the advent of the patrol to
these people.

iy

o

The new rest house of Suamin and the elearing of
tracks in some¢ areas is eveldmee of successful oxtension of
influenece. 4 .

|

I support Mr. Heathcote's recommendation for fixing
(onee and for all) the name DURANMIN,

The information on the Sisimin group from the Lake ¢
Kopiago SubDistriet is interesting. In line with the comments
of Mr. Linsley on Oksapmin Patrol No.2-64/65 it is proposed that
Mr. Heathoote visit Lake Kopiago in September with some Oksapmin
leaders to broaden the outlook of these people and also to enable
discussion with the Assistant District Commissioner. Lake
Kopiago, on Sisimin people of the District border area.

Uncontacted Groups.
When weather and aireraft permit an aerial survey of

the area north of Emiapmin and Duranmin will be made to locate
these groups and to seek an air-drop site.

|
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It is proposed that a patrol will seek to make
initial contaet in October.

Fut Administra

To date Oksapmin officers seem to have regarded the
Nene River aes the SubDistrict and Distriet Boumdary. However
the attachment to your memorandum l-1-/47¢70f 1Tth November, 1960
indicates thut a stream known as the Kotufu forms that boundary.

Unfortunately I have not {et found any maps ineluding
patrol maps showing such a stream. will have Mr. Heathcote
enquire into this a# Lake Kopiago. I am anxious that patrolling
officers know the location on the ground, of such a border for
obvious reasons.

This detailed report adequately describes a successful
patrol.

(J.M. Wearne)
Assistant District Commissioner.

Attach,




SEN, CONST,
—re 0

first patrol from Oksapmin and
e found it tough goi ¢ only fair but it is felt that he
will improve with exy ¢ Areas such as this. Conduct good.

5 usual good servie an ex 1t worker and
an asset ¥ trol. Conduct

CONST WASINOK No. 8991

Extremely useful excellent knowledge of the area.
Can speak part of the OM ‘er language and this proved to be
useful, Rather conceited but one gets used to it. Is good worker
and conduct was good.

CONST KURUBAL

vell. This also
formed well.

A useful constab

1 pood wor




PATROL REPORT OKSAPMIN NO 1 of 1965/66

PATROL CONDUCTED BY: W.HEATHCOTE PATROL OFFICER

ACCOMPANIED BY: 5 MEMBERS OF THE R.P.& N.G.C.
3 INTERPRETERS, 1H.O. CARRIERS.

AREA PATROLLED: OM RIVER AREA.

DURATION OF PATROL: 28/6/65 to 17/7/65

NUMBER OF DAYS:

OBJECTS OF PATROL: CONSOLIDATION AND ROUTINE
ADMINISTRATION.

MAP REFERENCE: SEE MAP ATTACHED.




PATROL DIARY
= S AT

Monday, h June 1965

Morning prepared for atrol. Patrol party departed station
1300 en route BETIANA, Self departed 1630 arriving
already set up. Remained overnight,

Tuesday, 29th June 1965.

Departed BETAINA 0810, through LINDANA 0830 and arrived
DISANA 0910, People awaiting patrol and spoke to them on various matters.,
Small pox vaccinations given by Hospital orderly, Moved off 0940, H.0.
to follow when injections completed. Arrived IUA 1120 and camp set up.
Spoke with beople and afternoon small pox vaccinations given by H.O.
Remained overnight.

Jednesdax, 20th June 1965.

Departed IUA 0800, walked along crest of ridge and started
descending 0845 arriving KUTIK 1030, People in attendance and talks with
them. Native foods and a pig purchased, P.M. in company with village
leaders walked to ceremonial house, 1 hour away. Inspected and returned
to camp. Remained overnight,

hursday, 1st July 1965,

Departed KUTIK 5000' ASL 0830, descending most of the time
and passed previous patrols camp site 1145, Rested and carriers regrouped,
moving on again 1215 arrivi; g OGON River 1315 3100! ASL. Area cleared

on apposite bank and c mp set up. Remained overnight.

Friday, 2nd July 1965.

Departed OGON River camp site C745, walked away from the
river through flat secondary growth and linked up with OGON River again
at 0045. Followed river down crossing and recrossing untal near OM River
0930. Rested and regrouped carriers. 1000 Started following OM River
upstream and arrived camp site of Mr, WIlson 1 )s 2200' ASL. Area
cleared and camp set up. Remained overnight,

Saturday, 3rd July 1965.

Departed camp site 0310, continued following OM River upstream
and arrived cane suspension bridge 0850, Bridge in good condition and
crossing completed by 0920, Commenced climbing up steep slope arriving
crest 0935 2800' ASL. Thence descended to FU River 2300' ASL, Started to
clear area for camp at Mr, Wilsons amp site on opposite bank, however,
whilst in the midst of this the SUAMIN headman and some of his group
arrived stating that they had built a new rest house a short way upstream

the banks of the FU ver. Decided to move up there and did 8o, 15
minutes wa away. @amp set up, All of SUAMIN group into camp in afternoon
and tapioca r pur sed. H.O0, administered small
vaccinations.. Spoke with peopl arding Administration
Remained overnight,




Sunday,4th July 1965.

Remained at camp site on banks of FU River. Visited fortress
type house 15 minutes walk upstream. Inhabited only by two small
children and one old male. Informed through Tnterpreter MANGITIPNOK
that remained of group collecting food for purchase by the patrol. Late
afternoon SUAMIN group into camp again and good supply of native foods
purchased. No sweet potato available but plentiful supply of tapioca,
some sugar cang cucumbers and pumpkins.

Remained overnight.

londay, 5th July 1965.

Departed camp site 0800, followed FU River downstream for
15 minutes and then broke off into bush, crossed MURU Creek and at foot
of slope 0825 2300' ASL. Commenced climbing and reached old and deserted
SUAMIN house 0915. 3700' ASL. Rested ten minutes and carriers regrouped.
Continued climbing and reached crest of range 1010, 5000' ASL. Twenty
minutes rest while carriers regrouped and off again 1030, descending
slowly down side of range, Half way down met up with two DURANMIN males
who had been sent by headman to check on patrols arrival. Arrived
KEINU River 1220, 3000' ASL. Another twenty minute rest for carriers to
ragroup. Moved off again 1240 and arrived DURANMIN rest house 1325,
3640' ASL. Camp set up. Host of the DURANMIN present and spoke to them
on Administration matters. Small pox vaccinations given by H.O.
Ample native foods purchased.
Remained overnight.

Tuesday, 6th July 1965.

Remained DURANMIN, Talks with males regarding population
to NE and North of campsite. Apparently twe groups named AKTAKMIN
and WUNAGABEN who have not been sighted by patrols. Good information
gathered and hope to biain more at EMIAPMIN, Again good supply of
native foods purchased, more than enough for patrols needs and will
carry surplus on to next camp site.
Remained overnight.

Wednesda; th July 196

Departed rest house 0740, descended to KEINU River 0800.
Followed along river crossing and recrossing until 0910, 2400 ' ASL.
Started climbing and at top of first small crest 0940, 3000' ASL.
Descended down to ARURU Creek 0940, then climbed again reaching crest
1035, 3960 ' ASL. Descended to KIAKMIN camp 1105. Spoke with people
in large house and then descended to KURU River, 5 minutes walk away.
2400" ASL. mp set up ag-rest house. Most of KIAKMIN group and some
MONDUAMINS into camp in afternobn. MONDUAMIN people asked of rest of
groups whereabouts and information given. Spoke with people regarding
Administration policy and small pox vaccinations given by H.O. Again
ample native foods purchased, and as the patrol will not sight population
for the next two days surplus will be carried on.
Remained overnight.




Thursday, 8th July 1965.

0815, following KURU River. Kept
& until 1030 where a halt of thirty
minutes was made for the carriers to regroup. Off again 1100 still
following river and arrived camp site of previous officer 1330, Camp
set up on small hill overlooking KURU River. 2100' ASL. No population
in this area. Carriers fed from native foods purchased at DURANMIN and
KIAKMIN, Remained overnight.

Friday, 9th July 1965.

Departed camp site Biig 5till following KURU River crossing
and recrosaingqsag,dgéficulties encountered as no rain and water low.
Rested 09404for earrisrs to regroup and off again 1010 striking inland,
and at crest of ridge 1100 2700' ASL. Descended to SABUMO Creek 1115 7
2300"' ASL, followed this creek downstream until 1200 whem linked up
with KEINU Creek 1900' ASL. Followed this creek upstr
site 1230. Camp set up. Some of the KIAKMIN group arrived later in
the afternoon and will brocess sago for purchase by the patrol on its
return from EMIAPMIN,

Remained overnight.

I AR | g S B Tt

Saturday, 10th July 1965.

i
§

Departed campsite 0705, followed KEINU Creek upstream until
0740, then broke away from water and commenced climbing arriving crest
of ridge 0900, 4200' ASL. Rested and off again 0915 descending at first {
slowly and then rapidly to NENE River which was reached at 1045, 2340'asL, !
Rest of fifteen minutes to allow carriers to regroup and on again 1100 i
following NENE River downstream. At 1125 rounding a bend in the river the 5
pratrol encountered two EMIAPMIN males who, when questioned,stated that
with others of their group they had came down to the NENE River to
process sago. However, that mowning the group,with the exception of the
two males had all gone back to their camp leaving the two men to await
the patrol.( Word of its coming having been given by Interpreter WUNIOT
who had visited the area some two weeks prior) With the two EMIAPMIN
males leading the patrol broke away from the NENE River into bush on the
left bank and commenced climbing., Walked over a small hill and descended
to MURU Creek ( not to be confused with MURU Creek that drains into
the FU RIVER) 1145, 2800' ASL. Climbed steadily again and reached crest
1230, 4000' ASL. Rested for fifteen minuted while carriers regrouped. ritx
NOTE.Up to this time the patrol had been following the route
by Mr, Wilson on Oks P atrol No 6 of 64/65 but now the EMIAPMIN guides
stated that they were notliving at the top of the PAOU River now, and that
they had moved farther down, and that they would show the patrol a shorter
route to the camp., 1245 Broke away from previous patrols route and follow-
ing a bush path descended rapidly to PAOU River arriving 1330, 260CG' ASL.
Crossed river and regrouped carriers and at 1345 started climbing again.,

Reached new EMIAPMI house 1440, 4060' ASL. Camp set up near house - no
choice on sight as only flac ground available. Patrol greeted by about
12 EMIAPMINS, Small amount of native foods purchased,

Remained overnight,

Sunda 19th July 1965.

Today learned t remainder of group
area, mainly tending to their gardens. People




Sunday Continued.

moved back to old camp site at the head of the PAOU River. Will send
Interpreter WUNIOT to check tomorrow.
Remained overnight.

Monday, 12th July 1965.

Remained at EMIAPMIN camp site. Interpreter WUNIOT together
with policeman and guides off to check on old camp site. Good relations |
established with part of EMIAPMIN group. Hope to take two of the males °
back to station to see how the rest of the world functions. Had intended
to remain here tomorrow as well but weather does not look at all
promising. Rain most of day but so far only 1ight. However, if it keeps
up will have to move off as do not wish to be caught by Om River
flooding.

Remained overnight.

Tuesday, 13th July 1965.

Morning waited for Interpreter and guides to return. Started
to pack up camp as wish to move off at noon. WUNIOT back at 1100
together with eight more EMIAPMINS, 4 males and four females. He stated
that he sighted three more but they had disappeared into thick bush.
Spoke with group again and more information obtained on whereabouts of
uncontacted WUNAGABEN. Hospital orderly completed small pox vaccinations.
Invitations put forward to two EMIAPMIN males to accompany patrol back
to station - accepted readily. Patrol moved off 1200 after hearty good-
byes to EMIAPMIN group, headman stating that he would give the three
runaway people a good talking to for evading the pa‘.ol. Descended to
PAOU River 1245, crossed and then started climbing pack up steep ridge
arriving srest 1345, Rest of fifteen minutes for carriers to regroup.
1400, Moved off again descending to MURU Creek 1430 and arrived NENE R,
1445, Followed upstream for fifteen minutes and then made camp. Heavy
rain throughout night.

Wednesda;

Departed NENE River camp site 0705, followed river upstream

for five minutes, crossed over and commenced climbing, arriving

crest of ridge 0830. Rested and continued on OBLO, descending to
KEINU Creek where arrived 0940. Followed downstream for thirty minmtes
until arrived camp site of 9/7/65. Part carrier line awaiting and
remainder of patrol cargo packed up. Departed downstream 1100, still
following KEINU Creek and at junction of KEINU Creek and KURU Rivers
1140, Followed KURU River down'crossing and recrossing arriving at
OM River 1330. No trouble following KURU River as water fairly low.
Fording place of previous patrol downstream but as a slight rise in
river mkmrimd jecided to following OM upstream and find a suitable
ford. Followed river for thirty minutes where a suitable crossing place
found. Cargo and carriers across river by 1445 and camp set up on
bank of river 1600' ASL, House seen on ridge overlooking OM River, and
pelieve it belongs to REMBAN group. Smoke rising from gardens. Entend
to visit tomorrow. RANMIN male who has knowledge of group sent to
inform of patrol rival.
Remained overnight.




Thursday, 15th July 965.

Departed camp site 0800, following OM.River upstream, patrol
led by two males from camp site on ridge who had arrived that morning.
0815 turned off from OM into thick bush, progress slow due to dense hmrx
barriers of bamboo and little or no trac Climbed slowly up ridge
and reached large cleared area with rortress type house 1015. Again
progress up ridge very slow as tragk poor. Camp set up near large
house 3150' ASL. Spoke with inhabitants, 14 in all and may be more,
believe so but group deny. Feople state they are SISIMINS (HEWA) and
call themselves YOLIAPE, and moved down to this site from the LAGIAP
River some time ago. One REMBAN male seen, statsd that rest of his
group, 2 males,1 female and child down on the OM River orocessing
sago. Juestions put to group as to whereabouts of the Duban grougp,
reople state that they have all moved up the LAGIAP River ,and joined
with the SISIMIN ( HEWA) group. Pig and native foods purchased
Remained overnight.

Friday, 16th July 1965.

Remained at camp site of YOLIAPE ( SISIMIN) group. Spoke
with people regarding movement of DUBAN group and the whereabouts of
the SISIMIN (HEWA) people. This group of YOLIAPE appear quite friendly
with the EMIAPMIN and conversed quite freely with the two EMIAPMIN
males accompanying “he patrol. On hearing that the two EMIAPMIN males
were going to the station two YOLIAPE men asked if they too could
accompany. Self agreed that they could if they so wished. Small
amount of native foods again purchased.

Remained overnight.

Saturday, 17th July 1965.

Departed YOLIAPE camp site 0615, descended to junction of
YEGELI and WAL creeks 0700, 2600' ASL. Followed YEGELI Creelk upstream
for five minutes and then climbed away from creek. Passed small YOLIAPE
garden 0715 and from then on track ceased to ex « Cut track up to
top of first crest 0820, 3720' ASL., Rested ten minutes and then
descended to BAK Rixmx Creek ) 3000' ASL. Followed this upriver
until junction of BAK and KURUM Creeks 0945, then left BAK Creek and
started following KURUM 3 e from creek 1000 3300' ASL and

started ascending, rested 1125, 5200' ASL, Climbes again and reached
crest of ridge 1215, 6100' ASL. Rested and then « cended to ion

’
arriving 1330.

Patrol stood down.

END OF DIARY
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patrol whose objects were to consolidate Administration
he area and to undert 111 aspects of routine

ration. As all of the seven groups or at least part

each, with the eption of the DUBAN ;roup were contacted and
good relations exist Although the DUBAN people were not seen,information
to their whereabouts was obtained and =& a ney ;roup known as
LIAPE fmumix ws knowledge of two previously unkiown
i the patrol could be considered a

An interesting and enjoyable patrol.

Patrol Officer.
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

PATROL REPORT

District of.. SEPIK/ OKSAFMIN Report No.
Patrol Conducted by | sHEATHCOLE P, O,
Area Patrolled
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans

Natives 1 (‘.‘.L Fe
Duration—From....11/....9./1%3....t0...2.../..19../19.8:

Number of Days

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ? NC

Last Patrol to Area by—District Services.
Medical

Map Reference

Objects of Patrol... Boutine Ad

Director of District Administratior

PORT MORESBY

Amount Paid for War Damag
Amount Paid from D.N.I

Amount paid from P.E.D.P

Sy P U




13th December, 1¢

Distriet Commissioner,
Sepik Distriet,
SEWAK,

ATROL REPORT HQ.2/1569=€66:

Receiprt i acknowledged with thaaks of a Patrol
Repert by Mr. licatheote, cow ¢ by your memorandum

67~3~16/954 of 3rd November, 1965.

2. Your comments and those of Wr. ¥earne have beenm
roted.

3 Mre fdeatheote has done & good patrol and submitted
a very infegmative report.

. The viait of the Okeagmin psople %0 Lake Xopisge
under Mr. Heatheote's guidance seemed n success.




g \._//
Departuent of Distriet Administration,
Sepik D’Lgtrict,

67<3-18 /!

3rd November, 1965,

The Assistgnt Pistrict Commissioner,
Subedistrict Office,
TRLEEOHIN.

OKSAPMIN PATROL No, 2 of 1965/66.

Receipt 1s acknowledged with thanks of the report of the
above numbered patrol, conducted by Mr. W. Heatheote, Patvel
Officer, into the CAWSNG, RUGUP, BAK Valleys and e visit to
Lake Koplago Patrol ‘ost.

Your comments are noted and adequately eover a good and
woll written report.

c.¢, The Director,
Department of District Administration,
KONEDOBU,




Subbistriet Office,
TELEFOMIN

29th Oectober, 1965.
The District Commissioner,
Sepik Distriet,
WEWAK
OKSAPMIN PATROL NO,2 = 1965/66

Pleagse find attached two copies of the report of the
abovementioned patrol eondueted by Mr. W. Heathcote, Patrol Officer,
to the Gaweng, Rugup and Bak Valleys and to Lake Kopiago.

-2ims for Camping Allowance are not attached.
HATIVE AF AIRS

The visit to Lake Kopiago seems to have been most
succeasful. I comuend Mr. Heathcote's action in selecting
people from all three areas for the visit. It is unfortunate
that the track to Telefomin is so difficult - up to 10,500 feet
at one point. In spite of this difficulty,people from the upper
North Tekin oceasionally walk through to Tclefomin seeking casual
enployment.

The incidence of traditional trading relations between
the three groups described by Mr. Heatheote will be an irteresting
field for future investigation.

Bakfondit of the Gaweng Valley has been similarly
described by previous officers. I will endeavour to arrange for
a visit to Wewak by Bakfondit, Kero of Tekin Valley and some
Om River leaders in the near future.

ROADS ANWD BRIDGES

Mr. Heathcote's organisation of the replacement of the
Strickland Bridge is to be commended.

& well-written report.

Wearne)
District Commissioner.




I

YATROL REPORT OKSAPMIN NO 2 of 1965/66.

PATROL CONDUCTED BY:

ACCOMPANIED 1Yt

AREA PATROLLEDS

CURATION OF PATROLt
HUMBER OF DAYSt

=STem T JAISt

OBJECTS OF PATROL:

HAP REFERENCE:

4 HEATHCOIE PATROL OFFICER,

5, CARRIERS.

GAWENG, RUGUP, BAK VALLEYS - LAKE KOPIAGO,

11/9/65 te 1/10/65

TWENTY ONE,

ROUTINE ADMINISTRATION, VISIT BY
OKSAPMIN PEOPLE T0 LAKE KOPIAGO,

SEHICH MAP ATTACHED
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INIRODUCT 10N,

Asbm on the coverpi
visited the GAWENG, RUGUP and !
time made a visit to
e Western Highlands D
the TEEKIN valley on the way back however,
this valley was not on the patrol pro d only
pent passing further mention will be made of

Yhis valley will be covered by a rol from Oksapmin in December
this year.

The GAWENG, RUGUP and BAK Valleys are all situated generalily
to the south of Oksapmin and, us in other valleys in this area are
divided from one another by Long and high mountain ranges which for
the most part run in a general east - west direction, Terrain in the
arca coneists of the above ranges. whilst om the floor of the valleys
small undulating hills join with the small amount of flat land t o

o rase for the ranges to rise from. Vegetation consists mainly
unal rrase and forest on the ranges while small patches of kunai,
mp lorest and secondary growth provide cover throughout the
velleys, Large and extreme y hot patches of kunai grass intermingie
7ith sharp limestone to provide cover for the steep slopes leading
down and away from the Strickland River.

In the Oksapmin aree of the valleys visited ore main river
iraine the area, this being the BAK River fter running through
throuch sorge into the XE¥X

which

out of the BAK Valley rur steep si

trickland River. Countless other small streams and oreeks run through

:se three valleys and all eventually run off inte the Strickland,
0 side a river of note is the Tumbudu which is
» and like the BAK svbject to flash flooding in times of
heavy rain. This river was crossed twice on the patrol, but as the
vater was at a low ebb no difficulties were countered.,

The objects of the patrol as stated were to undertake
routine administration in the valleys of the Oksapmin area , and to

ake a selection of Oksapmin people to lake K
sightseeing tour of a station in another ax
in reason for the

Native Afiairs the undoubtedly a

The last DDA patrol in these valleys
y the writer in May/June of this year.(See
Objects of this patrol
Hr, P.lancaster Patro fficer visi

atrol teking rlace, and ac

fandliarization and rout:
La Kopdag
rom Oksapmin in October 1964.( Oks P/R No 2 of 1964/65).

age for a general
This in fact was the
seen under

ted was conducted

min P/R No & of 64/65).
ne adminisfration.
th a patrol
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being
I £ the It was
that now ti 3d S 8! they could
es if they 7 U k tated to them
they co ompany the patrol {o lLake -
the desire to

3ed to carry cargo.

£ carrier line (19) were drawm from the
villages of BIMIN K SMIN in the NO 3 TEKIN Valley, These
19 men, at the time final preparations for patrol were being made,
iere all working on the station, so no difficulti /ere encountered
in bringing ing

on the art of the patrol it could be seen that the
be split up into three groups; those of the OM River
roup, =ost of the village officials in another, and the
0 EKIN Valley ( BIMIN & KUSKUSMIN) together with
officizls in yet another grou This persisted throughout
and although the men were more than friemdly with
not mix freely outside their own group. At each
ecach of the three groups immediately split up and built
i it could be noticed that even in the digtribution
roup received a portion and moved off t up and
uiry both prior to the patrol and again after
ight the fact thal the peorle in the area of this
reality divided into three groups, these are ae
int of note locking at these three groups is
oint ofnatives who class themselves as true
constitutes the major
rt of the

OKSAPMIN Grou ¢ ame cover: i in the
TEKIN,BAK , GAWENG ,RUGUP and

SUAMIN rouy pparent 3 cover all of the
villages ] hamlets in the OM River
area, even though there i village of
that

BIMIN and
TEKIN Valley, As
ealkk the Tel m.
1k that of Ok
they 1wt classed as true

csapmins.

1 rture t
ifferent oups, and this
rriers. It was t-ought
roups to Ta
the carrier
bvious;
1d

ould.




NATIVE AFFAIRS CON

OM River area writer k& ° : I
th th the rest of 1
7. nd secondly
operate t the same time work wi 1
area an ow and where they liv ! ‘
KIN Valleys,
how his other Oksapmin counter: exiot
n have SMaNother Oksapnin ople other & |
overnment p their area and the i 7
b =8 (
i
The visit itself to Lake Kopiago was a succe w1though {
th MZ hard ¢ the 4 rd trip Lé.; carriers e the visit A i
immensely At time of the patrols arrivel at ILake Kop the army { -
was moving out 1 cor tly many different planes took off and |
landed which in itself quite impressed taue Oksapmin people. Tractor rides '
rove opular and also the lake proved aph attraction. On Saturday |
1 singsing took with about fifty of the DUNA locals and ihe
11 afternoon and comcluded with -
c. A total of four days

d in this time
ure that

int of interest was -
4} i wre back {

t on the 3

to the car
1eiy villages
other station.

It is
/311 help the next
ieen how the gover
full co-operation
departed from the s
snowledge gained, and t
any way they can.(Lete

Kopiago g

en have

have nothing to fear and

XXXX All men have now } )
assuring tl writer that they will pass on the

at from now on they will help the government in |

pe they keep to this remark) The EMIAPMIN 3 ‘
UAMIN in particular were nuite impressed,and
roups should show an ir t

rease in attendances

next patrol to @
to meet the patrol.

As mentioned it is believed that this is the first time that

OM River n have carried carzo for o patrol, Overall they did quite a g
;00d job and, being big and strong handled their lo: well., Although
inclined to be rather lazy at timee ( never around when time to break
camp) they were never pressed ,sxwerkkatwsmciis: weit and in the
1t departure time they always seemed to have a loady which was
always shouldered without protest.

USKEWSMIN

HiwA (

and wag i
HEWA(ST L nage
male could, WUNIOF who
nonpluse nd
onc HEWA(SIZL Xia

is proposed to patrol t
complex lungu t






HALLIVE A

attendance was the note at DABURA where an overnigh
were given to thc three groups of BAKANA,YENDANA
1cticeable that gquite a lot more turned up to
‘or the previouc patrol in May of this year, This
ws that the people were interested in 2t the
Talks were given on varicus cubjects unid also a talk
o The people were quite friendly towards
1 and i arent in the taks given. Again as in

previous pe Atrol 1 ere asfed quite frec]_y ﬂbeat the introduction~
ecimal currency h was a good sggn, and chows that the people are 5

ious

1wtrol

to grasp vhat the changeover is all about.

lio change was noted in the attitude of the MENMAKA and
the top of the valley,towards the patrol. The people
erent and were not all all interested in /what the
ye As stated they are rather a pathetic lot and the

e of no\ help to them. Some of this group have been

nd on the Tekin rogd, but it seems t. have made

or one or two men , ﬁowever. with constant patrolling
sroup may impreve.

ﬁh“‘d
In each of the villages visited on the iemary of the

talks vere given. These covered a wide range of subjeects including

Admin pold decimal currency, agriculture, housing and fulure
i and other rms,rera and the peoples interest was apparent.

mainly involving their women and

and all were able to be settl on the spote Again they were

t any major complaint, or in fact auy complaint should be
X8 to Oksapmin where a neutral party could hear it out.

stated talits were given on decimal curremcy and again these
ived with mixed feelings, however, they are beginning
ange,and the changeover in this area should not effect
;lf:.culty. Many people of course were ot at all keem on
eover weuld be gradual ,
oney, that if they
money they could by all means do 0.
t the actual comversion would take many years and
mentioned ve appeared to allay their fears.
bject togethe ith illustrations will be included on
trols

ture, main crops grown
At swpitpit, sugar

L SO i okt .
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VILLAGES AND HOUSING.

Housing in the area, surprisingly ouough is quite good and
encouragement was given the people to keep it that ways Their houses,
although not up to the standard of other areas,nonetheless suffice,
and are kept quite neat and tidy by the inhabitants.

There ic no central houeing pattera in any of the villages
visited, the houses being spread over a wide area, generally in groups
of two or three and usually near a garden, which at the time is usually
being worked,. Best Louses are generally placed in a convenient spot
in each village, both convenient for the people themcelves and for
the patrol party to reach. In most cases the rest house is built away
from the peoples own houses, and it is quite common to walk from rest
house to rest house without sighting a single native house.

VILLAGE OFFICIALS.

Generally an average lot, however, they do their bdest and
encouragement was givea to them, The luluai of DABURA, TINOGET of
BAKANA and BAKFONDIT of GAGUPIAN are all quite capable, the

latter person amd all are strong, willing workers who %
control over their people,

Host of the village officials of the places visited were already
with the patrol, having accompanied to Lake Kopiago and it is hoped
that the visit there will do them good, whilst at the seme time give
them a chance to pass on to their people news of what they saw and
took part in while at Lake Kopiagoe

PSS

Health in the area is generally quite good, and only minor
sores and the odd case of ol iere seen, The people have the
Baptist Misesion at TEKIN and the hospital at Oksapmin to look affer
them in times of sores and siclmess.

A medical or ly accompaaied t wtrol throughout and
administered treat oth to the carriers a vil eople alike.

ral of the carriers contracted soreband sickaess earoute
Lake Kopi bowever, the four day stopover topgether th the aid
of the 1 aseistant, was enoush to enable cures to be effected.

ROADS AND BPiDGES,COMMUNICATIONS.,

Iravelling throughout the area, in fact throughout the whole
of Oksapmin is essentially on foot, and except for the stretch between
PEKIN and Oksapmin where some day a tractor will 0y will remaim so
for a long time to come,
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ROADS AND BRIDGES, COMUUNICATIONS CONT'D.

The native paths or tracks throughout the area
by the patrol were in guite good shape, maintenance he
by the people prior to the arrival oi the patrol.

5 ¥ be seen fr the patrol diary joing
back fron w0 is by differeni routes.Aft
to the station oi‘ Lake Kopiag wag deemed at
return that way, as the track was quite poor aand every hour or
ountain either had to be climbed or descended. It appears as if the
Lalke Kopiago native will not comsider cutting around a xxkkex mountain,
as the track led over the most steepest part of ocach and every hill
wountain climbed. By comparison the return route was relatively
u,y and _xfter the first route leading to Kopiago was quite a pleasure
i uite a bit chorter teo and it is supggested that
win to Lake Koyiago use this latter route

or

prior to the departura of the patrol .. party

1in to repair the can: suspension bridge across the

Strickland River., Const. Wa anu who had had previcus bridge buildir~
: led this party and did a gnificent job on the repair of
He disearded the old bridge entirely and built a new
yards upstrean from the old site. The present bridge is
1 cable plece jork and ic extremely stronge Up to
£ eople erces at one time and there is only a small anount of
SWAY  and &s the bridge has a span of apppoximately 200 feet this
excellent. To lessen the sway of the bridge WASINOK wound came strips
sht around the bridge so that it now looks like a long cocoon. This
f courss xmkwm makes the crossing clightly more difficult, especially
nd because of the smallness of

in the brin across of patrol boxes
he centre one canpot stand upright and the boxes have

the cocoon e e
o0 be more or less dragged. However, this iz only a mir~r difficulty,
windiny the cane strips arcund to

and 3¢t is thought than the idea of
form 1 cocoon is quite a good one as it lessens the amount of sway in
the bridge quite considerably.

is

As 2ll new cane was used on building this aew bridge Kimx it
should be safe for a patrol to crosc for at least aunother six months,
perhajg so that if a patrol from Lake Kopliagoe wish to pay a
reciprocal visit to Cksapmin the ill be £ ee to do so, and will not
have the barrier cf the Stric

a selection
csapmin the same time
uxJuer_o RRX apmin area.
the patrol PATtY

Joth of thes




REPORT ON MEMBERS OF THD ReP, & NeG.C.

ACCOMPANYING 8E PATROL.

At times found the walking rather hard, howevery as
he is getting on in years this is understandables Is a willing
worker &1d was an asset to the putrol. Has good control over kis
fellow worke:is. Cendict good.

CONGE MANDAKET NO 9433.

A willding worker ard again an asset to any petroly especislly
in avea such as this. ls always cheerful and conduct was good
at 211 tines.

CONST OVRISIM Gk,

Rathor quiet but works well and fous what he is tolds
Conduct goods

CONS! _WASINGK NO 8991.

Ao excellent walkes and also & good worker. Can be relied
all t se Conduct good.
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