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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 

District of ... SEPIK/ OKSAPMIN ........ .Report No..... 1 of 1965/66 

Patrol Con<lucted by 

Area Patrolled ........ .. .. .. 9.1:! .. lll~~R . ARF.A .......... .. .. .... .... .. .... .. .. .. .. 

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans .. 1 ... i-ico~·I·t .. coifsT' "Poi.i cE' ·;· .. :;· INTERPRETERS . 

Natives .. . .. ... 1 ... ~.0. 7 ... ~5. .. C.~~.I.E:R.~ '. .. 

Duration-From ~8 .. .; .. 6 
.. .; 1 ~5. . .. to .. 1.7./ .... 7. .. / 19 .. 9.5.. 

Number of Days ... .. .. . T.WEN!I'.y. ... 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?.. .. .. NO 

Last Patrol to Area by-District Services .. .. .. .; .. ~ .... / 19 .. ~.5. .. 

Medical .. . N.~}I .... ./19 . . 

Map Reference. 
SKETCH P ATTACHED 

Objects of Patrol.. .......... ~().~:~Cl~.IJ)A,f.~ 9.~ ... ~9.W.JN.i;; . ~.D.NJ:!!l~.i'.lllf:U.O.tt ... .. .. . 

Director of District Administra tion, 

PORT MORESBY. 

Forwarded, please. 

I I 19 
District Commissioner 

m unt Paid fo r War Damage Compensation £. 

mount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund £ ... 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Tru t Fund 



Dinrln a-tHtoner, 
s.r;wn, 
! u. 

1 • ...... 

opAPIJI WJ>L mom: xo. 1A2•Ht• 

l• llr. HeatlloOW !llMM14 lie .-pu.Met Oil *8 
t.atuentnc "'°"• '!'be ,.a.1 baa olrdoul1' M.a -­
llHtff 1a a a.nqb an4 .--1ettou.....,-' ~ 
it pnn•M mmoh ue~ 1nfo1'!Ti&Uon of th•" ieoldet people 
who U:n ln th9 Ou 19iJ1 area. 
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Department of Di strict Adminis t ration , 
Sepik Di strict, 
.w.DAI· 
6th AUgust , 1965' 

The Asia ant District Commissioner, 
Subd st ct 0tt1ce, 

OISAPMilf PATROL llo. 1 ot 196~/66 

Thank you tor the report ot tbe above patrol 
conducted br Mr . Heathcote, Patrol otticer, into the Oa Binr 
area. 

This is a very 1nterest1.nc report CID vhich Mr. 
Bellllcote is to be co11pli.M11tecl . !be patrol bu flby1ou~ 
been conducted 111 a thorough and camoie11t1oaa Mnnllr 11114 
prcwides 1111ch useful information on the• isolatect peapl8. 

YOW' COl!l!ll81lt re an aerial s11PYe7 ot tbe , a 
north ot Eaiapain and Duranmin is noted and 1'ClllU' ad-#1ce re 
drop s 1 tea is avai ted. 

likewise to loc!*1t! f:!1':!~ZO:P~!/~! ~:!~~~ s~ar~:a:~be 
subdistrict will be known. 

I agree that the visit b1' Mr . Blatbcote to Lake 
Kopiago vi th some ot the Oksap111n leaden is a good proposal 
adm1nistrat1velr and permission is gr11nted tor him to do 10. 

Your other comments are noted and I concur vi th 

(E~~) 
~IBXRICT COM!:fISSIOJER 

tli.1m. 

~ c . c. The Director , Department of District Adm1nistration,Konedobu 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

T, ku"""' DJSADM 
T elepfaone D epartment of District A dministra tion, 

SllbD1•tr1ot O.t.tioe, 
TELBIOIUI 

Ou, Reforenu .... 67,,.J...,.2 
lfcullingasL./or 
Mr ..... 

District Comm1es1oner, 
Sepill: District, 

WEW AK 

28th July, 1965. 

91.SAI'!IIl[ PA.TRQL NO.l O'J' 1965/66 

·Please find enclosed two oop1 .. of the report ot the 
abon patrol by llr. 'I. Heathcote, Patrol Ott'1oer. Claims tor 
a-ping AJ. lowance and Sketoh Kaps are attaohed. 

Is.tin Attairs 

.l •uooe•stul patrol. .lilr. Heathcote'• reoep·Uon 1• 
a retleotion o.t the patient work of hie pre4eo .. •ore u well u 
ot t he !aot t hat h e sent notioe ot t he adTent ot the patrol to 
these people. 

The new rest house of Sua:aill and t h e clearing ot 
t racks in aoaEi areas is ~ ot suooe•s .tul ut1111•ion ot 
1nt'lll8Jl08. ~_,,_Ju,......,, 

I sup1>ort Mr. Hea thcote' • recommendation tor t1Jd.n& 
(ono• and for all) the name DURADII. 

!Ile intonation on the Si•iain group troa the Lake • 
ltopiago SubDb t riot 19 int eres ting. In line •1th the o-•h 
ot Jlr. Lin81e,r on Ok.apain Patrol lo.2-64/65 it 18 propoH4 thd 
Mr. Beathoote Thit Lake ltop1aco in Septeaber •1th 110•• Ouapmin 
l eader s to broaden the outlook ot th• •• people and also to enable 
diacus•1on with the A••i•tant D1 etr1ot Colllllieaioner. Lake 
Kopiago, on Si•iain people of the Diatrict border area. 

Unqontagjad Grpup1, 

When weat her and a i rcraft permit an aerial sune,y ot 
t h e a rea north ot Ellliapmin and Duranain will be made to locate 
these gr oups and t o seek an a i r-drop site. 

I t i s proposed that a pa t rol will eeelc to aalce 
i nitial contact in October • 

.rutun Ad!!linist r tion 
'.ro date Olcsapllin officers eeea to h&Te regarded the 

Nena River as the SubD1atriot and Distri ,t Bound&rJ'. HoweTer 
the a t t ohllent to your 11emorandu.. l-l- 1 110.t 17th JlOTeaber, 1960 
indicat es thu.t a st r eam known as t he Kotu.tu form.a that boundary . 

Unfortunat ely I han not yet .tound an,y mape including 
patrol maps showing euoh atre-. I will haTe Mr. Hellthoote 
enquire i nto t hi s at Lake Kopiago. I am anxious that patrolling 
ot t i oera know the loo tion on the gr -:iund, ot such a border for 
o bTioWI reaeona. 

Thie detailed report ade ll.u.ltely des cribes a euocess tul 
patrol. 

( .J . )( . We me) 
Aaeiat t District Commi eai oner . 



REPORT ON MEMBERS OF THE R. P . & N. G. C. 

ACC0!1PA11YI NG THE PATROL • 

.,~· :z 

SEN, CONST , NUWONGET NO. 5•6B 

This was this member s fi rst patrol from Oksapmin and 
Hee found it tough going. Work only fair but it is felt that he 
will improve with experience in 3..reas s uch as this . Conduct g ood , 

CONST. YA110PA NO~ 

Gnve ., i s usual g ood service . I s a n excellent worker and 
an assett to any patrol. Conduct g oc.c at a ll times , 

CONST \·fAS INOK !lo . 8991 

Extremely useful as has excellent knowledge of the a rea . 
Can speak par t of the Ot! River language and this proved to li e 
useful. Rather conceited but one get s used to it, Is a good worker 
a nd conduct was g ood. 

CONST KURUBAL No . 2Q1Q 

A <pd:h quiet constable >1ho does his work well. This also 
was this members first visit to the a r ea and he performed well. 
Conduct good . 

CONST OVHISIM No 7404 

A useful constable well s uited to this ty-pe of patrol 
work. Is n c ood worker -'lnd conduct was r ood, 

Lon 



~REPORT OKSWMIN NO 1 of 1965/66 

PATROL CONDUCTED BY : 

ACCOMPANIED BY: 

AREA PATROLLED: 

DURATION OF PATROL: 

NUMBER OF DAYS : 

OBJECTS OF PNJ:IROL : 

MAP REFERENCE : 

W, HEATHCOTE PATROL OFF ICER 

5 MEMBERS OF THE R .P. & N. G. C. 
3 INTERPRErERS , 1H,0. CARRIERS. 

OM RIVER AREA. 

28/ 6/65 to 17/7/65 

TWENTY. 

CONSOLIDATION AND ROUTINE 
ADMINISTRATION. 

SEE MAP ATTACHED . 

.on 



PATROL DIARY. 

Monday , 28 th June 1965 . 

Morning prepared for patrol. Patrol party departed s tation 
1500 en route BEI' IANA. Self departed 1630 arriving BEI'IINA 1515. Camp 
already set up. Remained overnight. 

Tuesday. 29t h June 1962. 

Departed BETAINA 0810, through LINDANA 0830 and arrived 
DISANA 0910. People awaiting patrol and spoke to them on various matters. 
Small pox vaccinations given by Hospital orderly. Moved off 0940 , H.O. 
t o follow when injections compJ.eted . Arrived IUA 1120 and camp set up . 
Spoke with people and afternoon small pox vaccinations given by H. O. 
Remained overnight. 

Wednesday, 30th June 1962 . 

Departed IUA 0800 , walked along crest of ridge and start ed 
d escending 0845 arriving KUTIK 1030 . People in a ttendance and talks with 
them . Native foods and a pig purchased, P . M. in · company with village 
leaders walked to ceremonial house, 1 hour away. Inspected and returned 
to camp. Remained overnight, 

Thursday . 1st July 1962 . 

Departed KUTIK 5000 ' ASL 0830, descending most of the time 
and passed previous patrols camp site 1145 . Rested and carriers regrouped, 
moving on again 1215 arriving OGON River 1315 3100 ' ASL. Area cleared 
on apposite bank and camp set up. Remained overnight . 

Friday . 2nd July 1965. 

Departed OGON River camp site C745 , walked away from the 
river through flat secondary growth and linked up with OGON River again 
at 0845 . Followed river down crossing and recrossing untml near OM Rive r 
0930 , Res1:ed and regrouped carriers. 1000 Started following OM River 
upst r eam and arrived camp site of Mr . Wilson 1230. 2200 ' ASL. Area 
cleared and camp set up. Remained overnitsh t. 

Saturday . 3rd July 1965 . 

Departed camp site 0810, continued following OM River upstream 
and arrived cane suspension bridge 0850 . Bridge in good condition and 
crossing completed by 0920 . Commenced climbing up steep slope arriving 
crest 0935 2800 ' ASL. Thence descended to FU River 2300' ASL . Started to 
clear area for camp at Mr, Wilsons camp site on opposite bank, however, 
whilst in the midst of this lhe SUAMIN headman and some of his group 
arrived statin11 ~lt&.t they had built a new rest house a short way upstream 
on the banks of the FU River. Decided to move up there and did so , 15 
minutes walk away . Clamp set up . All of SUAMIN group into camp in afternoon 
and sago and tapioca roots purchased . H.O . administered small pox 
vaccinations .• Spoke with p eople r egarding Administration policy. 
Remained overnight. 

ti on 
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Sunday, 4th July 1965 . 

Remained at camp s ite on banks of FU River. Visited for tress 
type h ouse 15 minutes walk upstream . Inhabited only bJl two small 
children and one old male. Informed through Interpreter MANGITIPNOK 
that remained of group collecting food for purchase by t h e patrol . Late 
afternoon SUAMIN group into camp again and good s upply of native foods 
purchased. No sweet potato available but plentiful supply of tapioca, 
s ome s ugar cane cucumb e r s a nd pumpkins . 
Re mained overnigh t. 

Monday. 5th July 1965 . 

Departed camp s ite 0800, fo llowed FU River downstream for 
15 minutes and then broke off into bush, crossed MURU Creek and at foot 
of slope 0825 2300 1 ASL. Commenced climbin g and reached old and desert ed 
SUAMD~ house 0 91 5 . 3700' ASL . Rested ten minutes and carriers regrouped. 
Continued climbing and reached crest of range 1010, 5000' ASL . Twenty 
minutes rest while carriers r egrouped and off a gain 1030 descending 
slowly down side of range, Hal f way down met up with two bURANMIN males 
who had been sent by headman to check on patrols arrival. Arrived 
KEINU River 1220 , 3000 ' ASL. Another twenty minute rest for carriers to 
ragroup. Moved off aga in 1240 a nd arrived DURANMI N r est house 1325, 
3640 ' ASL. Camp set up. Host of the DURANNIN present and spoke to them 
on Administration mat ters. Small pox vac cina tion s given by H .o. 
Ample native foods purchased. 
Remained overnight. 

Tuesday. 6th July 1965 . 

Remained DURANMIN. Talks with males regarding population 
to NE and North of campsite. Apparently two groups named AKIAKMIN 
and WUNAGABEN who have not been s i ghted by patrols. Good information 
gathered and hope to obtain more at EMIAPMIN . Again good s upply of 
na tive foods purchas ed , more than enough for patrols needs and will 
carry surplus on to next camp site. 
Remained overnight . 

Wednesday. ?th J uly 1965 . 

Departed rest house 0740, descended to KEINU River 0800. 
Followed along river cross ing and recrossing until 091 0, 2400 ' ASL. 
&tarted climbing and at t op of fi r st small crest 0940, 3000' ASL. 
Descended down to ARURU Creek 0940 , then climbed again reaching crest 
1035 , 3960 ' ASL. Descended to KI AKMIN camp 1105. Spoke with people 
in large house and then descended t o KURU River, 5 minutes wallt away. 
2400 ' ASL. Camp set up aio-rest house . Most of KIAKMIN group and some 
MONDUAMINS i nt o camp in after noibn. MONDUAMI N people asked of r est of 
groups whe r eabouts and information given. Spoke with p eople regarding 
Administration policy and small pox vaccinations given by H.O. Again 
ample native foods purchased , and as the patrol will not sight population 
for the next two days surplus will be carried on . 
Remained overnight. 
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Thursda y, ll th ~. 

Departed KI AKMIN camp site 06 15, following KURU River. Kept 
this up crossing and r ecrossing until 1030 where a ha lt of thirty 
minutes was made for the carriers to regroup , Off again 1100 still 
following river and arrived camp site of previous officer 1330 . Camp 
s et up on small hill overlooking KURU River. 2100' ASL. No population 
i n this area. Carriers fed from native foods pur chased a t DURANMIIf and 
KIAKMIN . Remained overnight. 

Friday ?th July 1965 . 

Departed camp site ~ still following KIJRU River crossing 

~~t~~c~~~~~~i8~~~!fU~c~!t;:;r~~;0:!e~;: :;a~~ r~~o a:~r:i:; i~~~ •. 
and at crest of ridge 1100 .2700 ' ASL. Descended to SABill'IO Creek 1115 , 
2300 ' ASL, followed this creek downstream until 1200 when linked up 
with KEINU Creek 1900 ' ASL . Followed t his creek upstream arriving camp 
s ite 1230 . Camp set up. Some of the KIAKMIN group a rrived later in 
the afternoon and will process sago for purchase by t he patrol on its 
return from EMIAPMIN. 
Remained overnight. 

Saturday. 10th July~. 

Departed campsite 0795, followed KEINU Creek upstream until 
6740, then broke away from water and commenced c limbing arriving crest 
of ridge 0900 , 4200 ' ASL. Rested and off again 091 5 descending at first 
s lowly and then rapidly t o NENE River which was reached a t 1045 , 234o' ASL. 
Rest of f ifteen minutes to allow carriers to regroup and on again 1100 
f oll owing NENE River downst r eam. At 1125 rounding a bend in the river the 
patrol enc ountered two EMIAPML'i males who, when questioned , s t a ted that 
wi t h others of their group they had came down to the NENE River to 
process sago. However, that mo1ming the group ,11ith the exception of the 
two males had all gone back to their camp leaving the two men to await 
the patrol. ( Word of .i. t s coming having been given by Interpre ter WUNIOT 
who had visited the area some two weeks prior) With the two EMIAPMIN 
males leading the patrol broke away from the NENE River into bus h on the 
left bank and commenced climbing . Walkad over a small hill and descended 
to M1TRU Creek ( not to be confused with MURU Creek that drains into 
the FU RIVER) 1145 , 2800 1 ASL . Climbed steadily again and r eached crest 
1230 , 4000

1 
ASL . Rested for fifteen minutell while carriers regrouped . 

NOTE. Up to t his time the patrol had be en following the route taken I 
b'YT1r . l'lilson on Oka P atrol No 6 of 64/65 but no11 the EMIAPMIN guides ' 
s tated that they were notliving a t the top of the PAOU River now, and that . 
they had moved farther down , and that they would show the patrol a shorter 
r oute to the camp . 1245 Broke away from previous patrols route and follow­
ing a bush path descended rapidly to PAOU River arriving 1330, 2600 ' ASL . 
Crossed river and regrouped carriers 3.lld at 1345 s tarted climbing again. 

Reached new El1IAPMIJI house 144o , 4060 1 ASL . Camp set up near house - no 
choice on sight as only fla.: ground available. Patrol greeted by about 
12 EMIAP1~INS. Small amount of native foods purchased . 
Remained overnight. 

!lunday , 11th July 1965. 

To.lay learned tha t r emainder of group s cattered over a wide 
are.a , mainly tending to their gardens. People e ta te t hat s ome May have 
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Sunday Continued. 

moved back to old camp site a t the head of the PAOU River . Will send 
Interpr eter WUNIOT to check tomorrow. 
Remained overnight . 

Monday 12th July 1965 . 

Remained at &"IIAPMIN camp s it e . Interpreter WUN I OT together 
with policeman and guides off to check on old camp site . Good relations I 
established with part of EMIAPMIN group. Hope to take two of the males · 
back to station to see how the rest of the world functions. Had intended 
to remain here tomorrow a s well but weather does not look at all 
promising . Rain most of day but so f a r only light. However, if it keeps 
up will have to move off as do not wish to be caught by Om River 

flooding . 
Remained overnight. 

Tuesday. 13th July 1965 . 

Morning waited for Interpreter and guides to return. Started 
to pack up camp as wish to move off at noon. WUNIOT back at 1100 
together with eight more EMIAPMINS, 4 males and four females. He stated 
that he sighted three more but they had disappeared in~o thick bush . 
Spoke with group again and more information obtained on whereabouts of 
uncontac ted WUNAGABEN. Hospital orderly completed small pox vaccinations. 
Invitations put forward to two EMIAPMIN males to accompany patrol back 
to station - accepted readily . Patrol mo ved off 1200 after hearty good­
byes to EMI APMIN group, headman stating tha t he would give the three 
runaway people a good t a lking to for evading the pa~ _ol. Descended to 
PAOU River 1245, cro s sed and then started climbing back up steep ridge 
arriving vrest 1345 . Rest of fifte en minutes fo r carriers to regroup . 
14oO. llloved off again descending to MURU Creek 1430 and arrived NENE R. 
141+5 . Followed upstream. for fif t een minutes and then made camp. Heavy 

rain throughout night. 

Wednesday. 14th July 1965. 

Departed NENE River camp site 0705 , followed river upstream 
for five minutes, crossed over and commenced climbing, arriving 

crest of ridge 0830 . Rested and continued on ol4o , descending to 
K.EINU Creek where arrived o94o . Followed downstream for thirty min•tes 
until arrived camp s it e of 9/7/65 . Part carrier line awaiting and ~ 
r emainder of patrol cargo packed up. Departed downetream 1100, etill 
following KEINU Creek and at junction of KEINU Creek and KURU Rivers 
114o. "F' ollowed KURU River down , crossing and recrossing arriving at 
OM River 1330. No trouble following KURU River as wa ter fairly low. 
Fordin~ place of previous patrol downst ream but as a slight rise i n 
river uubllll decided to following OM upstream and find a suitable 
ford . Followed river f or thirty minutes where a sui table crossing place 
f ound . Cargo and carrierR across river by 1445 and camp set up on 
bank of rive r 1600 1 ASL . House seen on ridge overlooking OM River, and 
believe it belongs to REMBAN group . Smoke rising from gardens. tnt end 
to visit tomorrow . TER»IMIN male who has knowledge of group sent t o 

inform of pat:-ola arrival. 
Remained overnight. 
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Thursday, 15th July 1965 . 

Departed camp s it e 0800, followint OM.River upstream, patrol 
led by two males from camp s ite on ridge who had arrived that morning . 
0815 turned off from OM into thick bush, progress slo>1 due to dense U:rx 
barriers of bamboo and little o,. no track , Climbed slowly up ridge 
and reached large cleared area with fortress typ e house 1015. Again 

~~~~:e;~5~~ ~~~~es;~~~ =~~~ ~~h!~~~ni~~r 14 c:p a~~t a~~ :;r b!a:~;e, 
believe so but group deny . P eople s tate t h ey are SISIMINS ( HEWA) and 
call themselves YOLIAPE, and moved down to this site from the LAGIAP 
River some time ago . One REMBAN male seen, stat" d that rest of his 
group, 2 males , 1 female and child down on the OM River processing 
sago. ,,.!uestions put to grot.:p as to whereabouts of the Duban group, 
p eople state that they have all moved up the LAGIAP River , and joined 
with the SISIMIN ( HEWA) g roup. Pig and native f oods purchased 
Remained overnight . 

Friday. 16th July 1965 . 

Remained at camp site of YOLIAPE ( SISIMIN) group. Spoke 
with people regarding movement of DUBAN group and the whereabouts of 
the SISIMIN (HEWA) people. This group of. YOLIAPE appear quite friendly 
with the EMIAPMIN a nd conversed quite freely with the two EMIAPMIN 
males accompanying the patrol. On hearing that the two EMIAPMIN males 
were going to the station two YOLIAPE men asked if they too could 
accompany, Self agreed that they could if they so wished. Small 
amount of native foods again purchased . 

Remained overnight. 

Saturday, 17th July 1965 . 

Departed YOLIAPE camp s ite 0615 , descended to junction of 
YEGELI and WAL cre eks 0 700 , 2600' ASL. Followed YEGELI Creek ups tream 
for five minutes and then climbed away from creek . Passed small YOLIAPE 
garden 071 5 a nd from then on t rack cea s ed to exist . Cut track up to 
top of first cre s t 0820 , 3 720 ' ASL . Re sted ten minutes and then 
descended to BAK libaa Creek v 900 3000 ' ASL . Followed this upriver 
until juncti on of BAK and KURUM Creeks 0945 , then left BAK Creek and 
s tarted following K\JRUM Ck . Broke away from creek 1000 3300 ' ASL and 
started ascending , rested 1125, 5200 ' ASL. Climbes again and reached 
crest of ridge 1215 , 6100 ' ASL , Rested and then descended to station 
arriving 1330 . 

Patrol stood down . 

END OF DIARY 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The <J r ea pa trolled is known as t he OM River Census Di vision 
and t h is division covers an a r ea of approximately some ::ieven hundred 
square miles. The division lies generally tc t:he North of Oksapmin 
station and is bounded by two sub districts, t hat of Lake Kopiago to 
t h e East and that of mbunti tu the North . In t his large census division 
only a lit t le over ha lf has been patrolled, those a rea s nearest to the 
Ambunti border still remai ni ng un t oi.:ched. Because of the extreraely 
rough terrain and lack of people the reason is obvious . H01·1ever , ingormatioz 
gathered on this patrol tends to point out that there is m~opulation 
than previously thought, and it is hoped that a patrol may visit. the 
remainder of this division s ometime in the near future. Q<Y~ 

As like the remaiHder of the Oksapmin area , terrair. in 
the area patrolled consist s of large and long mountain ranges, 11hich 
whi le no t over large n evertheless take both time and effort to master. 
What little flat land there is v.sually lies aJOC:tkI along the banks of 
the many creeks and rivers which run between and split eacr. of these 
many range s . Vegetation for the most part consists mainly o f bush forest 
and secondary growth, wit~ t he odd p a tch of kuna i grasc a lc:.ng the slopes 
of the OM River, 

·\s s t ated the r 3a i s drained by a number of creeks and rivers, 
and of tne la•ter the KUTIK, OGON, FU, KURU,NENE and PAOU were seen and 
crosse<J. . All of these rivex·s dra in south. a t one stage or other into 
the OM, the NENE and PAOU both link up a.ml join the LAGI .\P River which 
in turns flows down into the OM Riv er, and it is at this junction that 
the Stricklan4 River begins. 

All of t he above rivers a re s ubject to flash flooding in 
time of heavy rains and c rossir1g is difficult . However, the patrol was 
carried out in a time of v e ry l ittle rain a nd no difficulties were 
encountered. 

At the time of the patrol i t wa s known tha t t here were 
seven groups in this di vision ( the gr oup of BETIANA i s not c ounted in 
t his a s t hey have e ll moved back to t he North Tekin Va lley ) and with the 

::~~:t~o~~~f g;~:PD:::~wn 1'~~uioL~~£ o~i ~~:~t f;:~ ~<' e~~~o~:~io:ere 
gathered as t o whereab out s of n ew groups f urther nort •. f rom both DURANMIN 

and EMIAPMI ~ , 

'r h e ob ject s o f the patrol wer e to fur ther Adminis tra tion 
inf l uence in t he a r ea and to undertake rout i n e Administaation. 

Th e l a ct patrol to the a r ea was conducted by Hr . N. \'/ilson 
Patrol Officer in Mar ch/ April of t.his year. ( See Oksapmin P/R No 6 of 
1964/65) . Sc fur patrollin., i n this area ha" been confined ,;trictly 
to staf f of this department . 

T:ikin5 into account the amount of patrolling done in 
t h is still compara,tively new a1ea , the native affairs position as in 
o t he r perts of the Oksapmin rea can be classed .s satisfactory . 'rhe 

inha bi t a nts of the area accorded the p11trol quit11 r:ood reception 
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and all appeared pleased.to have the patrol visit them. As for the 
rest of the Oksapmin area co-operation ic necesssary for the people to 
be administered both p rope r ly and fully . If th e p eople do not wish 
to co- oper ate the Administrations task will be made much more difficuD.t , 
a nd if they wi sh to nide from th e na trols both a considerable amount 
of time and money will be wa s ted cha1aing them up . Luckily very little j 
chasing had to be done by this patrol as they p eople had been given 
_plenty of time to prepare for the patrol. ,fo rd having been sent per 
m&di um of Interpreter WUNIOT who is from the a rea, his father being 
a DURANI·IN a nd mother a MONDUHiIN . He is CtUite a hanc:jyman for this area 
as can speak K%tt to all of the seven groups, and the SISIMIN a s well ; 
as he e l_so speaks pidgin English is quit e a gifted linguist . 

~· 

'l'his group a l l reside together in t he one large house which 
is situated on the ridge bet.ween the OM and FU Rivera , Since the last 
patrol they have apparently abandoned t he house on the ridge above the 
MURU Cr.,ek and they state that they have no i ntention of returning to 
it . They also have a house some fifteen minutes upstream from the rest 
.ouse, and although quite ,)!new they s t a ted t hat it is only used periodical!~ 

as a member of t he house died, and as is t he custom of this area when this 
happens the house is quick ly vacated and a new one built. 

Although no census was t aken on this patrol a quick headcoun.: 
showed an inc r ease of four on t he last officers f i gures. Population of this 
uroup now s tands at tt.irty two , the four migrations all coming from 
DURANMIN and the p eople i n ques tion s tat ed that in f uture they will reside 
p erma.nently at SUA.MIN. 

was qui~~y w~~t~~=n~~!t:~:t f;~:t b~~i~~s~f 0!h!h~a~m o~i~~~s p:;~~~·~d~h 
t 1at of the remainder of the Oksapmin a rea a re vastly different. Unlil<e 
the <)ksapmins who a re s hort , p uny looking men the SUAMINS a re well built, 
s tocky , above average in height and have l!!Uscles in the a rms and legs 
like ;:;rent ~orillas . No doubt tramping over the mount'lin ranges day after 
day b rings a bout r u ch f i ne body proportions . 

tould i~e h~~;~p A11~:w e;;~mia ~~!~n~~r l ~o;~r~~ ~~\~:t;~~r~~ ~!~i~!i they 
a nd a large a rea cleared f or the carriers . The bridge across the OM Rivt1r 
had been str engthened with new cane .:ind the track )Ip from the Om to the 
rest houoc had be en well c leared ., this may have been a t the i n s tigation 
of Int . WUllIOT , but one t he less du e credi t was given to t h e SUAJ•ITN 
:neople . Although shorL of m1eet potato ( apologies for t his were given) 
they nanaged to find a plentiful supply of t apioca , and some European 
vei;etsbles ( obtained throu1.1h 1'elefomin trade i•out es) and this was more 
th.:ut enoug·1 for the patrol needs during its two day otay in the area . 

DURANJ:IN . 

In previous !Jlltrol repo:tc the name of this group had been written 
do~m ao DUAMIN and DUANMIN , ;io11e ver thP writer h:id heard Interpret e r 
WIG ITIPNOK who is from this villace call it Ly the n:ime o f DURANMIN . 

On reachini; the vil-'age questions were asked as to t he co:l:rect name , and 
each nnd every per s on quest ioned called the village DUR.UHlIN. It is J 
proposed therefore, that in tho future th~~~ be kno'm as ~AJIMIN . 

Th e population of this rou:p is the lcu·ge t in this Census Division , 
total at last ceneus bcinr· 79 . This of course is not taki.ng into .iccount 
the four ri1..L rations to SUAHIN , however , allo•<ing f or natural i ncreases 
it is felt that at tho ne:'t censul'I t c population 11ill be s ome\1ha t the oam 

von't d . 
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The hamlet of DURAN!1IN consists of two houses , hoth s i t uated 
on t!le top of a ridge above the KEINU River . They are both of the 
fortress type style seen in other parts of this division, a nd are built 
at least twenty feet above t h e ground 

\gain godd reception Has given the patrol and a mple quantities of 
native foods were purchased. So much in fact tha t a two day supply was 
carried on to the next camp thereby given a two day extension to the 
patrol if food did happen to c ome short, Like the SUAMINS ample time 
had been given to the group to prepare fo r the patrol, and this time had 
been put to good use. Th e r est h ouse was in excellent shape and the police 

ouse much the same ; part s of the road linking SUAMIN and DURANl1IN and 
DURANMIN and KIAPMIN had been cleared and good walking was encountered . 
Like the SUAMIN men the build of the men of this vil l age is much the 
same, g r eat stocky thighs which propel th11m a long the i;round at a seemingly 
effortless lope. 

~· 

This group i s s ituated on ±XIX on a small hill overlooking the 
KARU River, the hamlet consisting of one large h ouse built at l east 
twenty five feet above the g round. 

The group previously r es i ded along the DAI,I River, quite a Ji:n:ir:t 
decent walk away and it is felt that the move de1,'tl to the KARU River is 
all for the good - at least from the patrolling officers viewpoint 
anyway . The people appear contented enough i n their new spot, and although 
t hey still visit their gardens on the DALI River from time to time , they 
s tated that as soon as they were all f inished they would abandon the 
area entirely. As some of kXr.b: their new gardens on the KARU are just 
starting to bear ll1ld with more comin g on, it seems feasible to assume that 
tlhey will do. s o, .:is it means a long walk also for theJ11 . 

In all there are member s of three groups at t his hamlet, these 
beinr; all of t he KIAP!-'. IN, five DURAN11IN and six MONDUANMINB. Quite a 
m.lxture but they all live peaceably to3ether. The DURA MIN g roup which 
consists of two males, 1 female and t.10 children ha ve ueen residing in 
t his spot for s ome time and it is felt t hat they will con tinue to do 
so , The HONDUAMINS, however, fl~ct u 1te between here and their camp on 
t he KEINU River, and i t is anyones guess as to where they will eventually 
s ettle, By thet i me of the nex Tatrol they ma:; have mo.de up their minds. 

~· 

Si': of this ;;roup were seen e.nd all a t the KIAP !IN camp site 
as '1entioned 'lbove . It appears as if the «roup is split into three groups, 
one 1hich ia situ'lted on the Kt.IllU ::re ek , one ~mall group near KUTIK 
and tbe other the group which fluctu:i.tes between KIAPMIN and t'ie camp 
on the Ki:.I!IU River. 

If the natrol had learnt of the 10NDUAMIN group in the KUTIK 
area a search would have been undertaken for them, howeve r the KUTIK 
people stated that a death had occurred in the group and that they had 
all !loved back to the K.:..INU Hiver . It was not until the patrol w1ts at 
KIAP! Ill that this was fou d to be f'llee. However aa the group c<.>n c-ists 
only of one ,,m,111 family , for this time they can afforj to be overlooked. 

\'/hilot at I, hlN the writPr sent a party out to try and oote 
the Ju>IIW River ~;o,mu nrrn, and if oucceosful it was intended that a visit -
be made to th.m. llo11ever, he party returned ith the tory that althou ·h 
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they found the hamlet whi ch consists of one house, it had been 
vacated some time ago, and that the present whereabouts of the 
g roup were unknown. Again it appears a s if this elusive g roup is 
only small , the MONDUAMINS seen at KIAPMIN s tating that there were 
two males, one female and two children . Their reason for biding 
from the patrol is not known, there is no doub t that they knew of 
its coming as Int, W1JNIOT had h im&elf spoken to one of the males 
fr om the K.;INU River camp. 

It is felt that the patrol cast a good impression on the six 
MONDUA11INS seen , and it is hoped that they will convey to the missing 
g roup that the Administratj_on means them no harm . For th e next patrol 
INterpreter 1>'UNIOT will go to the KEINU River s ite, make contact 
with both these people, and it is hoped the family in the KUT IK area , 
and re~ain with them until the patrols arrival. As mml!'% WUN IOT ' s 
mother is a MONDUAMI N this seems to be the best solution. 

Two thirds of this g roup were seen , the remainder which 
number ten apparently knew of the patrols coming b ut were not 
inclined to meet it. However, as the majority were seen the writer 
was more than satisfied . 

This group has vacated its old house at the head of the PAOU 
River and have moved further down on to a ridge overlooking same. 
The hamlet consists of one large house 1-rhich has only recently be en 
built, and several small houses which are s cattered around the various 
garden s , and which are used only when working these gardens in question . 
The large house next to which the patrol set up camp is of the usual 
fortress type seen elsewhere in this division . \'lalls were of thick timlm: 
timber with slit:: to fi re arrows through if attacked . 

Less than half of the group greeted the patrol but after 
sending Int. UIUOT to the house at the head of the PAOU R . he returned 
with eight people, all who l. ~.d been tending gardens in thet area . !le 
stated that he sighted three more but on his asking them to come and 
gr eet the patrol they disappeared in to thick bush. 

The patrol spent three days at the El IAP III camp site and 
g ood reception was given it . The people were very friendly and a lthough 
short of food gave as much as they could spare. The headman co-operated 

!:d e;:;y a:~; ~~d w~~~;e~i~~a~h~!e~ ~~0~i~~~g t~~ ~~~e:v!~~~~e t~~o 
patrol. 

During discussions with this group it came up that they were 
considerlng moving down to the KEINU Creek and oetting up a permanent 
campsite. They have sago stands in this urea and as it would save 
a long and hard days walk the idea is a i;ood one. It is hoped that 
eventually the:r will move t o this new s ite. 

During the patro:i:s sto.y n invita.tion was -put forward to 

1
., 11'4- two of th e young men to viDit OJ:SAH!IN s tation, and s~e how ~er 

(l,P:"' .,,1! .J) p<!£P~ ,,_o rk and liye. ~his ras accepted after much discussion and 
IP'" ..-f the two males accompanied the r 'ltrol back . They are now working on the 

l<:~ • station nd appear pleased with their new environment. 

It was :isked this groui- whether they sighted the laat 
patrol ( No 6 of 64/o5) and if so 1hy did they not r;reet it. They 
s tated th!l.t they had sighted it from a distance , but ao they dlhcl 
not know what it wae in the area :'092' tlie l?f •ure not inclined to 

-o down ot neat it. 
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This is a new group contacted for the first time and consists 
of 14 people seen. Of the people s;:ien 9 ·,iere Adult males, 1 A:iult 
Female, 2 male children and two female children, the latter t"o both 
married to males in their l <i t e twenti€~ or early thirties. As sta~uid 
1

1
t people were seen , howeve~, believe the.•e are more as only on e female 

adult seen , al though people deny . 

t They apparent!; a re part of the SISIHIN (HE\'IA) group and moved 
:f~ this site from the LAGAIP River area some t i me ago. Their dress 
is uifferent from th ~ rest of the division inasmuch that in plac e of the 
penis gourd , from t'l e wa . s t hang s a clump of grass , the same also covers 
the buttocks . The retit of o.1 e dress is much the same , i:iuaix hair tied 
up in an elongated bun .;nd cover ed with a net , p i i; tusks both through 
the nose and ar.oun <I: the neck , anC: cane hoops around the waist. 

Like the rest of this division they are qui te large in stature 
a."ld muscles in arms and lege are plentiful. Again this li.11Kll no doubt 
comes from clambering over tf. e many hill s and mountains in search o~ 
food, 

They state they they n01·1 h a ve no enemies at all, possibly this is 
so although. it was noted Lha. t the.lr h ouse was built in the fortress 
s tyle similar to other parts of the division. In t e rpret er \·/UNIOT stated 
that although all fightin had ceased in this area ,originally the 
SUAMIN,DURANMIN,HONDUANIN and ELIPTAMEJI were all enemies of t he YOLI APE 
(SISIMIN) p eople. 

greet%if t~~P~~~ ~I~M~; ~~i:: !~~~~:;~Yi~;~h:i:~t!~~ ~!~~~g and 
lost friends. When it was known that the two EMIAPMIN men were going 
to the station fo r a look around, two YOLIAPJ': a sked if they could 
acc ompany as 1·1cll. This was p leasing t o h ear and they were told tha t 
they could . With the two EMIAP~;IN males they 3.re now !!forking on the 
station , and a s 11ith f ormer seem h appy t o be her e . After the initial 
shyness on grcetine; the patrol "ore off the patrol was accorded a warm 
wclcolbibill:d2IiIAPE group. 

The YOLIAPE group resiu.c in the one large f ortress type house , 
a nd as it is only new th ey s hould remain in the area for some lene;hh 
of time. '.l.'his ho use was by f a r the lar i:;est s e en on t he patro ' and a s 
built at leas t thirty feet off t h e gro und . ?t is about f orty feet long 
a nd at leas t t 11ent y feet hi gh, q uit e enormous r eal l y conoi -.: t'ini:; t h e 
c upposed popula t ion of th a ,,.roup . 

On e of the REMBAN rroup was seE'n at YOLI APE wh e r e he ~KlfllllXll-li 
a llec edly now r eside s . He stat ed that tho remainde r of hi s g ro up , 
2 males , 1 fe mal e and a child were all down on t he OM Ri ver proc e s sing 
s a go, ha vin movl'd down there some days nrior to the ai r i val of t h e 
patrol. Thia REl.\BAN hamlet ar.par en t ly consi sts cf on e h ouse and ie 
s itua ted s ome <·w hours 11alk from YOLIAP°" further up th~ 01 River . As 
the nouao was uninhabited there wac; .o reason for visit in it . Th e 
REMBAll mRle w a asked that on r oceivins word of any fut ure p<itrola , 
he a ssemble his eroup at thir l.ouae nd that the p'.\trol would pay tho.11 
a v i sit. 

None of this i:: r oup we r e aeon . The YOLI. B at a tin that th ey had 
a ll moved up the L GIAf' River and <ere row livin with the .,I!}!hIN(fL.1A) 

Con ' td. 
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g roup . This DUBAN group appear very hard to find and although thi s 
t ale .t.ay have been a fabrication by the YOLI E, it is believed that 
they were tellin g the truth . It is hoped to conduct a patrol through 
part of the SISIMII! (HS1iA) in October, and it is expected that contact 
11ill then be made with the elusive DUBAH. 

UNCONTACTED GROUPS WUNAGABEN AND AKIAKMIN . 

;;hilst at DURANMIN the patrol lauu:lix1111f learnt of two g r oups 
known to them as AKIAKMI N and •IUNAGABEN , From this office it was no t. 
k. wn that any such groups existed although it was assumed that there 
must be population further north towards Ambunti. The DURAN/UN wer e 
very vague about both of these groups but viith persistent enquiry some 
in formation was gathered. 

It appears as if the AKIAK UH' g roup lie somewher e betwe en 
North and North East from DURAllhIN and about eight to ten days walk 
away . 'fhey staeethat there is a route fror:i DlJRANMIN but t hat t he tL'ack 
is poi>.r and the going toui;h . Of the latter I have no doub t s e e ing all 
t h e mountain ranges rising upwar ds to the sky . Some of the DURAHMI N, 
the headman for one ha ve visited the AKIA.KhIN and they state that the 
popul a t ion of the group is some11hat the same as their own (79) . Th ey 
wear the .;ame kind of dress, nd their houses which a re situ a t ed on 
the tops of ridges are much the same as their "'wn . 'l'hey are app a rently 
quite poor and the only axes th ey possess were given t o them by the 
DURAHMIH people . 

The tultul of KIA.PMI!f also bas knowledge of both the AK:U.KHIN 
and the ,,1rnAGABEN h:iving visited them both . It is felt t hat KIA.PMIN 
may hav e some ties with this new group as the name is much the same , 
and when they resided at their camp on the DALI River they would hav e 
been reasonably close to the uncont:i.cted AKIAKMIN . 

WUNAGABEN is apparently some two days walk from EMIAPMIN , 
Int • .• lTNIOT believes it :ay even be less than that. Again the EHIA.PMIN 
were quite vague about this new g roup, and it is certain that they 
know a lot more than they told. Int • . /UNI OT pointed out a young female 
who was from ,lJNAGAllE.~ , and also some arrows which he stailadwere from 
there . 

WUJUOT said that the l'iUNAGABEN speak a dialect of their 
o>m and he does not kno,·1 it . However, tho !>1 I MIN a nd the tultul 
of !<"IAPHIN can speak it so it must have Gome linguistic ties with both 
the Ll·WPMIH and Kil\.PHIN languageo . 

Prom information gathered i'.: ,;ould appear as if the popul ation 
of IUNAGABul ia also consider'>.ble , :ind rui estil!'ate is placed at about 
sixty neople • • he E:;I\P!Ull sb.te that thetl! are oix houses in which the 
iUNAGABEN reside 11nd all are situ-ited on a ridi;e overlookine; a river, 

wbich apparently drain into the river TSU (Ll GI:'J') . The pooition 
of this new group from El.IAPMI!< is directly Nortl1 . 

GHICULTTJRE. 

griculturo iG of sub istcnce n1turo, mil.in crops grorn1 
oein" oweet otato nd taro, These crops r suoplemc•ted with ugar 
cane, b·1nanas ind ta-oioca and in th vill gen of SUA. I; and DUR: .I 
dome "'uropean vegetablei:: nar:te?ly cucumbera,pumpkins and some pa~~" 
11ere pur hased "J the patrol. Seedc !or the uro e n vesetables are 

I\ 
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obtained from the Telte fomin a rea through the ELIPTAhi':N trade routes. 

It is a ahif ting type of J..griculture in the area as in other 
parts of :till Oksapmin, the neople living from garden to garden, new 
ones cleared and planted 1·1hen the old ones a re nea r to finished. Sor.:e 
of the g rdens a re situated quite some distance from the hamlets themselves, 
and when these are being worked the people move to houses near them and 
reside until the food · n the garden is c onsumed . 

Soil in the area a ppears to be quite good and the quality 
of the food purchased was good . It is hoped to introduce other .c;uropean 
vegetables such as cabbage , tomato and onion sometime in the near 
f uture , and with the soil and the c limate quite good there is no reason 
why .:: u~h vegetables eould not grow. If these vegetables do prove 
suii:ab le it 11ill. further supplement the two main food crops of sweet 
potato and t aro . 

VILLAGES AND HOUSING . 

Each village or hamlet seen consisted of no more than two 
houses, a nd in most cases only the one . However, the one is quite 
sufficient as mos~ of the groups number no more than forty and the 
houses are usually enormous and more than adequate. Each house seen 

~!i~~e:!1~a:!~~e w~:e o!r~~d :o~u:s:i ~!;e f~!t~h:!~u~o~!:~em~~~s a~d 
cases well chosen, all situated on the top of small or high ridges with 
a commanding view of the s urrounding countryside, 

'.l.'he house seen at the new hamlet of YOLIAPE was by far the 
largest si1>htod on the patrol. As stated it was built at least thirty 
feet off the ground,tftnd was all of forty feet long and twenty feet 
wide . It is built on a 0 top of a ridge overlooking the OM River, and 
from the window one obtains a magnific ent view of the OM River valley 
and the countryside towards EMIAPHill . It is s o well situated that the 
;; ·iIAPMIN gardens can be seen in the far distance . It is built on the 
tops of three trees, a ll the b r anches beint> cut off and just the trunke 
re01aining and is tren··thened Hith a number of 1C1ng and thin s aplings 
d riven into the round . At first glance the structure appears quite 
flimsy , cm.>ver it is extremely strong and I hav e no doubt it would 
survi vc very strone. i.inds . 

All vil. ~ c official., seen appear '.).Hite keen and are· doini; 
t!lcir job .o the beat of their abilities , and every e'l ouragemcnt 
Has ... iv m o 

'!' I# villa ,e o.'.'ficial oc both DUR• !HIN and KIAPMI!l h'1.ve 
wor!{ed on the Jtation for a month, ho.vi. accomp nied the previous 
patrol b<ic! to the station and it io felt th'lt they ill derive 
benefit froi:t this visit . 



:i 1. aa ase 01 loT'~ti :u3 o.f ·~he ..._oatic les 
n J.."OL:C...P...., .. 1r.··!l" .. t::1eni 'W~ "1.. PJl ... o t.uo 
n ...... u, 0~1ever t .:...U .Lo.l.~ -n;~a.x ~i:;"Lie cru..r. 

~~n!:. tJ.tiu. 

~~lf• 1f'd.1.,~r.:1.l Jrnt~rl~/ icc:J:-roanyi.i..'-':;. "tdtu.::n .. urr-rad 3'!1la.ll ro: 
v:icr;.l.:nrd OTJH- +- ht ,...,u,~hort 'Clw •ni:ir·· '·lt nJ. ... 

.?'lC•~Ull -;."l'(''!rl '".:"l')tJJ:J:~ r a_ !:J.1~1"V~!£ 

3'°;d ':ild :__t :l.! ~·tl:i f-iil 1.C'iniJ 
lw1 ·~.'' ,. :i:.I: • 1:..~·1 1:: .:ni ~...::-t:11me2..:; 
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CONCLUSION, 

A patrol whos e objects were to consolidate Administration 
influence in t he a rea and to undertake a ll aspects of rou tine 
Administration. As s tated all of the seven g r oups or a t least part 
of each , with th~ exception of the DUBAN gro up were contacted and 
good relations exist . Although the DUBAN people were not seen , informati on 
as to their wherea bouts was obtained and - a new g ro up kno1·m as 
YOLIAPE :fmuin was contacted , and knowledge of two p revious ly unki. own 
groups obtained the patrol could be c onsidered a s uccess 

An interestinz and enjoyable patrol. 

' / ) 

<!L~-6 
/ ........... .. / ' 

W. HEATHCOTE 
Patrol Officer . 
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Area Patrolled ... . .. . -~~~~-• !l°.U.~~. ! .a.~~--~~-~~~!~. - LJ\l<J:. KOPIAGO • 

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans. .. . . ... .... .N.() .. 
1 NCO , 3 CONST POLICE , 

Natives ........ t .. H • . 0 .•. , .. 3 .. lNTERP.REr.i::JiS .• .... 

Duration-From ... JJ/ .... 9./1¢.5. ... to .... 1 .. .;. . . 1.0 .. / 19 .. 6.7. .. 

Number of Days. .. . 
21 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ? ......... N.() ..... . 

Last Patrol to Area by- District Services ...... ./ ... 
6 

.. / 19 ... 6.5. . 

Medical ... . . ./. .. '!/ 1 9.~?. . 

Map Reference ........... l~P. .. !\t.t.~~~.e.d..· .. .... . 

Director of District Administration, 

PORT MORESBY. 

Forwarded, please. 

I I 19 

Amounr Poid for Wor Damage Compensanon 

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund £. 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund 

.... ...... .............. ....... 
Di>trict Commissioner 



~7-8-21 

Di•tr1ct Co heioncr, 
SepUc Dietriot, 
owu. 

1 )tb c~ber, 1965. 

oceirt ie acknowledged with th&cll:a ot & Patrol 
Report b,r Wr. U othcote, coTerad by your a rand 
67-3-1 / 9g4 ot 3rd NOT•ber, 1 96~. 

2. Yo o e te l'I ho• ot ilr. eamo va be n 
no1e4. 

3. r . ileathcote hiae 4one rol 
a vu7 i c.n. 1Te rt.PQrt. 

4. • Tiait of the Cllrea in poople lo Lalc'e Jrop1 •lo 
Wlder lfr. He hoote' a gu1d ce d a ~Ce 

(J, I . cCe.rth;r~ 
lQ;l~...£!:.L· 

~) 



~ 
Depar ent ot ntotrict 1n.1strat1on, 

Sepik District, 

Jrd ffovembilr, 1965. 

2 or 1 '}65166. 

ipt 1:1 acknowledce v1 th t • or he re t ot tlMI 
berecl patrol, conducted by M • w. Heatheote1 Patrol. 

Ot:t1cef, irato tile G G, O'GUP, Al: Vall•T• and a vuit to 
Lek• placo atrol t'o t. 

Your nt• are noted and adaquatel7 'fer good and 
't!ell 1tt4tn i-.port. 

c.c. 1'b8 Directo~t 
Department or D1str1ot 
~· 

Distration, 



la 

RAl11 

T 
Ti 

67-1 

Th~ District Commissioner, 
Sepik District, 

WE WA K 

SubDis t rict Office, 
TELEFOMIN 

29th October, 1965. 

OKS .PMIN P TROL N0.2 - 1965/66 

@ 

Please find attached two copies of the report of the 
abovementioned patrol conducted by r. W. Heathcote, Patrol Ott'icer, 
to the Gaweng, Rugup and Bak Valleys and to Lake Kopiago. 

_.1.i ms for Camping Allowance a re not attached. 

NATIVE AP AIRS 

The visit to Lake Kopiago seems to have been most 
succeest'ul. I commend 14r. Heathcote•a action in selecting 
people t'rom all three areas :for the visit. It is unt'ortunate 
that the track to Teletomin is so ditticu.1 t - up to 10,500 feet 
at one point. In apite of this dif:ficultyipeople fro11 the upper 
North Tekin occaaionally walk through to To etomin seeking casual 
employment. 

The i ncidence or traditional trading relations between 
the three groups described by Mr. Heathcote will be an ir.teresting 
field for future investigation. 

Baktondit of the Gaweng Valley has been Billilarly 
described by previous officers. I will endeavour to arrange :for 
a Tisit to Wewak by Bakt'ondit, Kero of Tekin Valley d some 
Om River leaders in the near future. 

ROADS Alfl.) BRIDG S 

Mr. Heathcote's orga.nisation of the replacement ot the 
Strickland Bridge is to be commend•d. 

• well-written report. 

Encl. 

/Yl r/_;_ ~ 
(J . Ji. . ifearne) 

Assistant Die trict Commission r. 



r,;TROL REPORT OKSAPMIN NO 2 of 1965166, 

PATROL CONDUCT:ID BY1 

ACCOMPA!II.lID l'l!I 

I:URATIOJl 0 P~1 

mpcB1!R OF DAYSI 

OBJ S O' PATP.OL1 

W.HBAT!ICO'l'E PATROL OFFICER. 

1 NCO, 3 CCNS'l' POLICE, 
1 n.o., ; IN:l'E.£1.PRE:rERs, CARRIERS. 

QAWENG, RUGUP 1 BAX VALLEYS - LAKE KOPIAGO , 

11/9/65 to 1/10/65 

T mr'Y ONE . 

ROUTiliE ADMINISTR4TION, vxsrr BY 
OKSAPMIN PEOPLE TO LAlC.l: ltOPIAGO, 
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PAT OL DI ARY • 

.6.~t u.rday 11th September 196;; . 

li:arly morninr; rrcpo.red for pat ·ol o.nd carriers ctsoemblod . 
Departed s tation 1000 with sixty c rriers , It po.Lico , hoopit:il orderly 

ncl throe intorprotcra . At root of dividing r~nge 1030 3.llcl re:iched 
crest a t 11 11-0.,:,..lfostod an<l then d acendod i;o GAGTJTIAN nrrisinr, 1205 . 
CA.mp set up Mmi! ne·· rest house . Some of the GAGl11'IAH md i.ATUG A.ll group 
,;resent :uid ·,iar:uooiono .. ith thoo over local topics nnd Joc i .m:. l currency. 
llat.ive fo od a o.nd a pi r: llUrcb:ioed . 
Ro:nained ovorniirht . 

SlTNDAY. 12th §optcmber 1965 . 

llomainod GAGll'l N. Ra·ther a dull dny lth drizzle and 
hc:ivy ¥illus . Informal discussions wit.h viJl .. •;o lcadcro . 

Dopnrtod GJ\GUT I All c8o;., , 1t cre .. t 8£ ri ge overlookin., 
Strlc.klt>.nd Go1·.:;o 0910 . Rooted for twenty minut es to ctllow cctrri re to 
re[,rvup . hoveO. off ai;ain 0930 1 descen<linf rap~dly ind at foot Of 
ranc;e 1015 . At 1020 roached 'oad junction of 1·00.ds loadin to DULl\N 

d lltricltland River omi f ollowin1• tho latter roa leaclin ~o .'ll to 
t..i.ver , r bachod the Stric.<l.and 1~. 1135 1fto.- deeiccndinc '"o.m ot .•nnni 
covcr cd olopo.i. Follo11oi river ;ownstr an for thirty .dnutoo nrrivinc; 
at C!lIJJl e ito 1205 . Camp et up . Some DUBU oaloG in~o c=p in uft"i·noon 
· u one offorocl t o i;uide po.trol p-,rty on no\I a.nu vu oc;o<lly ::hortor 
r oute to Lake Kopineo . This offer uccoptod and th• tlo rctl£1.in<'ld ill 
C'UJP 1hilvt hio counterparto , a.fter bcin , iv n notice of patro!'n 
intention to visit th m on return fror.i K.opiaco , roturnad to t. ir hlll!llot . 
Re=in d ovcrni ,J1t . 

~d y . 14th ~pt mb r~. 
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•odnooday , 1 th Soptemb r 1 ;o • 

Ucparten c p 0'/00 , 'al.kin throu h .hick ush . Gradu lly 
limbed 1111ay !:-om vill c - :in<.o routed '>t Q_3(, . Carri,; r s r ~!"oupcd 

.ill<:< o-f a, n 1uO cli mhi:: nd deocen in .wu re_achod KAG.. • reut 
house 1j}\) , Camp set up . ?To ::: i n o :i;c,ople • .Lato afternoon ~ i'ew 

omen into c1mp ith 11 oun t of . ··1eat ot to fo · snle . 
Ho iained ov rni ·h ~ . 

lloparted KAOW. A u 700 , dooconded rapidly and i cached 
river OJ!f5 1 thenc e to rce;t .t..ouse 0900 . Owing to lack of ,-uidca from 
this point •ronr; turnin taken, ~ owever , arrived Lake i.opia-o t 1100 . 
Spoke •ith JljjC and Patrol Officer . Carriers set up caiop in &tation 
co1J1poun<i . Co.rriars . 01 to rest in aftc.l'noon me if J sired watch the 
nuo r of 01lanes coming and oin • Sick onco to i:! os!'i t a l. 

Fri1L1v . 1?tl1 i-npto ber 19£:l. 

Spoke iith DDA offic rG over c;oncrnl Administr'>tion 
M:.t tor • Carrioro E-hown around t'-ltion , iven tractor ric),eo and 
·:lven elocoup ·iOl'a rJf ho .ny iilanos takin off and landin"' . 

!!aifil'drt. 1 th "eptombor 1'.;:.i • 

Carriers sbo·:n ounf l'.lk.e nd re ind r of th a t :i.tion. 
Inspect eel act.ool uildin. 1: nd co pound , to etbDr ith I o spital 

d urop;;an 1·coid ncos • • A cin sin lio.d beon r~~.gea by C ith 
the DtmA lo";,.l!I t3kin p1rt . fternoon octi• thic ·t underway, the 
(.,: Al-' !Ill ca.1·riera lso t~ ,;.n part . 

At L e i opi gp . Carrier plit up into ll p 1r ico n..'ld 
ttios tlu:. t t1 iMd ta.ltDn on t.~rt t ur y atation olic • 
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Tuef'day , - 1::it Sept ember 1065 . 

O<lpar ted cai~p uit" ·~15 , walld.nr; :ilon_, id or .iO.e:;o , res ted 
v915 for 1.;i .:inn';eo t.o :i.llo\/ : <o., -ri.,rs to i·er;roup , Arr' ved \IAKU?IA 111 5 . 
CllL?.p act u • Somo nat.ivo i o"d::i purchased from loca.l people. 
Remained overnight . 

~..Y.a.......ci:nd Bept embor 1 105 , 

Departed WAKUI camp s it u 07.:>0 , doscendin; throui;h ltunai 
r :u,o '1nd rain fo r est, Reached TUMBU.OU River 0945 and c r ossin:; 

off ctod . Reotecl. and ca::-riers regrouped , Dopal't otl 10··-0 cutt i ng across 
kunai grl'ae olopes t o l: t ricldand 1~iv er .<here ariivod 1..:00 . Cargo 
md carriers crooss ,·ive:.• by 130v and thonco five minutes clicb 
t o camp s ite. 
lleanined overni!{ht . 

D:partod xiq: C'1Illp sit e 0615 , follo 1in5 along b::utks of 
Stt·ic:kland :i,,cr upetro:ir.i anu then on up kunF.li .;race olo~co . Departed 
i.:om k um1i 7L;~, cnter in thick ; orGot illa r eached junction of ;.·oada 3: 
lei.din!' t o l>UJ:l:u, u.,15 , Sgt, off . i•h mai n patroJ p-.rty to DUJ.l l , oelf 
com:inuini.; on up ·"'(.e.,p mounta:.n arrivin, erect 0915 . Rooted and waited 

01· •.~,o f•w CIU":i accor.ipanyiu t.o r , oup . On a ·ain v.l45 nd arrived 
G GTr.J.'l:.ili 1100 , '.:lliilJ.• .. ~ u, , .; ;ike to vill. .;c. .cople id about 
1vork on ro .. ue , Wlcl P"r~haoed sm.."tll amount of a ti vo foods , 
llc.w · netl overni,;ht . 

Friday . 

Depar\;ed GAGUT ! . ~ O~Ov , at t p o ridec overloo :in· nt;ition 
v9 5 1 deeconcied and rrivod i:;tat ion 10j0 , o.ti•ol wtt>od o·~ 
toi:i.poro.rily itla! t c 'l\10.it arrival Dl:coctor DDA w:10 ie OU' o ::cd to rive 
o.hc nex!; uuy . Office lluti e :l.n tho aft ernoon . 

Waited arrival of Dire;ctor . Pl no h ard CJ.rclin 1000 b.it 
bee uoe oi l mi , loud u .1 tC1 ! e; rted ta ti<:> 1 100 nd 
arrivtiu uac-:: t 1,;, J ... 11 1 o. 

e ir.en ovorni l•t . 

D..,pnrte• .a· • 1 . .,, ovO, t top o iJ • over loo :in 
.:itric' J "n i'.;) , roete Q.llu t Ln<.e co · ~need 15 occnt .rri1in 
DUil I 1C ,-J , I t.ro1. n rty 11 itln and c a.l 11 t u • vnly JJ.lr t of ti o 
JJ ~AN ou • re oko ith ti: m. 
I<e1 inei ovor i ht . 



Hond...y .;?th ., •ptc. 1bn 1 ·o'i . 

D .p.:irtcd DU"'3Af O 00 , paosad tuo cl:!oJrted houses 0915 
a r c::ited ~or ten .ctnutas to allo"' car;•icrF to regrouy. Off again 

09~5 bd rrived KUSA;l.i3AK 1125 . Peo:;ilo awaitJn15 J•C.t rol . Camp set 
up and in nfte1·noon epoke "tlth people over local matters and decimal 
currency. llativc foods and a pig purchaoed. 
Heoaincd ovornii;ht . 

Departed USA.!tBAK 0800 , re11ched foot of rnowtr\.b 0945 
and at creot of rid;;e 1045 . Rested and carriers re roupe • Con ' t d 
on ~ain 1100 arrivinz KUSDCBAl ( fo rmerly KUS A) 1;5115 . Camp Get 
up . It wao lntonducl to visit KUNANA tho ne>rt day , however , as the 
u• jority of tt.ia i;roup ,;ero awaitini; the p r.:zol at X:USDvB , the patrol 
decided ago.inGt n:akinG the trlp . Tho KUNANA group . ere infor ced that 
thor., .as no need for them to walk to KUSDCioAN and th~t the next 
.;e trol to the ..u-ea .;ould viisit their own co.rrp eito . ~al.ks wit h both 

rcups on locBJ. =tters and a short ttlk iven on the iil'roduction 
of deci l currency . ative foods and a pi purchaaed . 

Departed JWSD BAN 08,}0 and arrived !ll\BURA 11j0 , Cwnp 
ot up n~ the root ou~e . f' •• St)O'l<e to t1'' p oplc of DA.BUlU. , DAKAN!\ 
nd Y.t:NTANA over v iou3 1ttera • . uite a good turn up and in excesb 

of reviouo p trol in June. liative foods 1urcreoed . 

Thursd y . 10tl ~ rt bor 1107 . 

Departed DAlHIRA 0740 , conti•1uin on L'P i.lAK Valley . 
rritred . ..;-J. • • >o,50 and short t lko 11i th vi 1.la~t' ieoplo . On o.i;nin 

C ,·!'.,. , paaein:; DlV \ 10;/ wid a:crivint 10. !Ai..\ 1115 . P.oat ed and 
t;o tinuo1 0·1 ~ in 11J ; throu ·b R '\J;lll 1 .10 ancl urr:J.vod KUlJPN 
.. O. CC1mp ,.ot u,.. . • to llo.ptiat 1n:l.oaion •or t · lir.u 1. ith miaoio11 

per son l . 
" Q;.Linod ovcrni :1t t.U:.JANA . 

l' 1 

r.u ... arril J at tion 
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lN'WODUCT 1 ON. 

Assiliai on thG coverpioce of tbio re ;.:irt th P. pat r ol 
visited the GAWENG , ROGUP and BAK \···lleys in the Oksapmin areo , 
and at the same time made a visit tu t ho Govel'll1ltcnt ata tion of 
Lake Kopiago in t he lilesteru Highl a11<1s lli.!3tr:l.ct . The patrol also 
pacsod thro..igh tho TEKIN valley on the w~ back t o Oksapmin , however, 
:is visi t ing thi a valley wao not on th e patrol progr amme , and onl;r 
a day srent passing through no f urther mention will be made of 

it . 'lhis valley will be covered by a patrol from Ok.oapmin in December 
of this year , 

The GAW.ENG , RUGUP and DAX Valleys are alJ. aituated genera.Lly 
t o the s outh of Oksapmin and , '.u3 in other valleys in this area are 
divided from one another by J.ong aud high moun t a in ranges which f or 
the oat part run in a gener al ea.at - 1·1eot direction, Terrain in the 
arcn con.e:l.ets of tee above ranges. t1hilst on the f loor of tho valleys 
small undulating i1ills j oin with i:he r.nnall run.cunt of flat land t o 
form a a.so fo.· ~he r an5t1s to rise from , Vegetaticn consis ts mainly 
of kuruli '.;r.:tf!c and foreot on the ranges while small patches of kunai, 
swamp i.'ol·est and secondary growth provide ooV<r thro bout the 
vEJ.leye. Large and ext ro!4ely hot .i)at'3hee of kunai t1ra..as intermingle 
•.-d.th sharp limestone to provida cove r for tho atP.ep slopes lead.1ng 
C:'1Wt1 and a1:ay frol!l th Strickland Rivar. 

I n the Okaapmi.n area. 01' the valleys visited ove Jrain river 
drains the area , this beJ ng tho BAK River which after r unning through 
mout of the BAk Valley runs thronch a r.~ee:p aided ;or e;e into the UH 
Strickland ll.:i.ver. Countlees other small streams and crt•cks run throui;h 
t:wae three valleys Md all ovent.ua.lly run off into tho Stri ckland. 
On the I.eke Ko"!,'.i.'lgo s ide a river of note is th:> Tumbudu which ie 
quit" large, and liko the .BAK Sl'bjeot to flash f l.ooding in times of 
heavy r ain . Thia iver was croaaed twice on tha patrol , but as the 
water was at a l,;:..w ebb no jift:l.cu1ties Wl're er.countered . 

The objects of the patrol ns s tated were to undertake 
routine adminis t r ation in the valleya ot the Oka&pmin a.r••a , and to 
talta a selection of Oksap:U.n people to I.a.Ire K-:ipio.go for a gener al 
s i (;htseeing tour of a station in anot her arP11 . This in fact was th e 
l11al.n rons.:in for the patrol taking r laoE>, and o .dll be soon under 
Native fiaira the visit wao undoubtGd ly a ouooe'.'la. 

~'h 11 last DDA patrol i n these val.ley2l v.J.alt. ed w~s conducted 
by t he 11ntor in May/Juno of tllia year . (See Oltsapmiu P/R No 8 of 64/ 65) . 
Objectv of th.I.a patrol boing far.iilia.rization and routine adminis!;ra tion . 
Ir , P . Lo.ncaatar Patro l Of!i~e;.· vis:l.ted 4-t.ka Ko:i. i~i;o 11:i.th a patrol 

from Okoa;nmin in October 1964 , ( Olm P/R No 2. ot 1964/ 6.'.i) . 
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NAT IVE AFFAIRS . 

otatod on lirl< tho covor of tris report and in 1;he introduc tion 
the reason for the patrol were to unc\crt.'.lke ;·outine aclminiotration 
and t o take a oclec.tion cf Ok.Gapmin peopl e on tour to Lake Kopi ago 
otat i o" . As the visit to La.r:e Kopiaeo \/as i he in reason for this 
P"- r ol taking place, this llill be deo.l t wit L irat . 

For this patrol sixty carriers wero used :mcl these 11cre 
dra11n fror.i t e areas as follows : -

OM River area - 21 men from the villages of SUAHIN, 
DURAN!lDl , KIAl'JUN , ~O!IDUAl!nT ( 1) 
6.lld E.HIAPl!IN . 

Village 0fficinle 
f ro!?! tho valleys of 
'XUIN , l'Til TEKill, - 20 
IlAK, NO 3 T Ill & 
'! AN •• IN , 

llat ivcc fror~ LI 
& 1'..U3KUSMIN in tho - 19 
110 3 1.l:.'KDl VALLEY , 

TOTAL •O , 

As ;, lll be otod , .,ith tho exception of the villai;e officials 
each and ovory o e of the ear.·iero wd.O f.':'om th Ollt pri tivo 
a reas of thio patrol .•oot . This \las deliborete o.s l t waR considered 
t 1at theoc peopl .ouJ.ci derive l'.lOre benefit froL1 this visit t o 
Lake Kopiai;o and ai:; the o=e tico ooo how n patrol ·r llll$.oned , than 
would JCDlli their other OJts1•.pmin counterp to who h.J.v e had more 
Government cont c t , e.nd who f.:ir tho .iiajority havo all carried on 
~ ovorllL!ont patroL:i . Ao noon above quit a nUJ!lbor of village offici lo 
oarr jed cnrr;o and vicited IF...ke Kopiaco , thio too co.n only ba baneficia l 
no '.lll h.:.·;o nov do artod fo r their own illa, oo to pauo on news and 
inforlllD. t ion a!l to thincs aeon and <lone 1.!lilot a t Kopiae;o ot ation . 

I t is boliov~d that this io .he i'irat tine that 0 her 
n '.ltivo have boon uooa .;.s carrier a on a ··ovornment patrol , and if 
'3 0 t hey iH Orkod oxt r<mcly 11oll. Being big and stronG thoy carr ied 
t heir l o:ids 11itl ease and " ero e tromoly chuorful d happy duz-ing 
the a ura t ion oi ho patrol . o gatht.r thoc;o '- 1 1on for the ?at rol 
Intcrpretorc a\liuITIP?lOK 'Uld ·IU!HOT ( both of 11hom arc from t he O!!l 
rea - I IGIT f :oom .1.1UI<All1 Il '.'l.Ld IC'"t a halt' DURA?IMIN d ho.l f 

10ilf'UA!UN ) 110~·0 ent to tho r c.>a two weoka prior to the ?atrol 
movin ~ off . hone t\lo .en were given inotru~t:f.onc to the effect t t 
they ero to Ulke cont ct 11!.th aa t:.VJ.r>y aloo !" oaoible, iniorl!I theia 
of the p trole intention to vicit Lake r.o~•iai,o , and that thoy could 

acc ocpa :.ad uarry C'lr o il' t 11ey so 1dohod . it waa tho ;ht that 
if thrty id ma~ to brin in .. ot10 .Jen th y wou1d bo iro.,. the ~ore 
contazt ed villacce of IJU n;. and DUJlAJI. Ill, so it <Jae, with ~roat 
ua~ isfactlcn thnt tna 1ritOl' obeorvod that 5 .nen fax f rom E i!AP, I l , 

5 on rror.; t ·1 N c1 1 from liO!IDUI\ DI were cconroa.nyin , tho t\'lo 1on 
..le w:ill s ~en fro DUit Id!! and SUA.~,1 . ?'or t o .ti.rua of tho 21 tion 

Con ' td . 
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NATIVJ> AFFAIRS CON •TD . 

this wo.s their firat •risit to Okso.pmi1 s o on arrivo.l, a.i'ter beini; 
:;iven food and housing , they 1.;ere shown -roun.: th s i:ation. It was 
then explained to them that now the;r ha d seen Oksa:rmin they could 
return to choir villages if they Go wi.Jhe<\ , but that as stated to them 
by the t >'IO interpreters they could accompany the patrol t o Lake 
Kopiago. lithout hesita tion all of the men e:q:resse<l the d osire to 
accompany the patrol and o.11 expressed a \lilli!!gnsss t o caxry cargo. 

The remainder of the carrier lino ( 19 ) vero drawn from the 
villages of BIHIN ::tnd KUSKUSMill in the NO 3 TEKIN Valley. These 
19 con , a t the ame fino.l prepara tions for po.trol were being ma.do, 
ucre all working on the station, so no difficultie s were encountered 
in bringint1 t hen in • 

From the otart of the patrol it c ould be seen that the 
carriers would be split up into three i;roups ; those :>f the OH River 
a r ea in one c;roup , :!Ost of the village .:>fficials in another, and t!ie 
c en fr.;;r.i t he ;iO 3 ~El.{ Valley ( I !IN Cc KUSKU 'MI.h i togothe1· with 
their village offici- a in yet another gro·up . Thia persisted throughout 
tho entire patrol , and though the men werB more than friendly 11ith 
onB :mother ther di d not mix freely outside their own group . At each 
camp sit~ oach of tho throe groups immediately split up and built 
their o .. m hous i ng , utl it could be noti ed that oven in the distribution 
of a pig , tlach g roup :-eoeivcd a portion and moved off to cut up and 
ah!.l r o a::ound . C'U'eful enquii"y both prior to t he patrol and a.ell.in 11fto17 
has brought to light the fact tho.~ the peonlo in the :irea of this 
patrol peat a r c in reality divided into three croups, those are as 
liatud bBlow . ( Nl a point of note looking at these three groups is 
as taken fi•oi: the view point ofnatives who claaa them.eelveo as true 
Okanpmi:l people , nnd it is thio group which c onstitutes the major 
part of tho popul a tion of the Okaapcin area). 

OKSAFMm Group 

SUAJ. rn Group . 

Brnm G,.oup 

- thio namo covorc 11 the villacee in th 
llTH EKIM , TJ::Krn , BAK , GAvlENG, RUGUP d 
Ti::RANMIN Valleys . 

- this apparently eeemG to cover 11 of tho 
villageo d hamloto in the OM River 
area , even though t here i s a village of 
that name 

- c ovorc th ' t\/o vill '<gee of BI m Md 
. USKUS; Ill i.-i tho 110 3 Tt:KDI \.'alley , &a 
thoso two vil l ai;eo speak tho Telofom'\.a 
J.an u ·1c;e ( they can apBalt that of Ok.Gapl!lin 
o.lso) thoy are not c l ll:Jsed ao true 
Oksanclina . 

The writer waa a \lare -prioJI to the patrols departure that in 
fci ct fn the OJ- pm.in :lrea tliere uere three diff'eront groupa , d thia 
1ma t«kon into ace<> t 1hen i;ellecting tho carriers. It 11aa t':ot1;.;ht 
f Lc.tt.r t o t..Jrc throe differ1Jnt lini:;uietio .,roupo to T.o.ko K<>pia .o , 
than ., o .. rinc it l'hOJ.ly to one , i.; ch o oolectin1• the c11rrierc fron. 
th~ 1.. .r.or 1 01:.oa.;lcin aea. 7bo ro11sons =o obviouc ; three groups can 
aprt>lil<l no11uan.1 irifor1.J.ntio. ac to thingo ooor1 d <l .. no 11hilat a t 
L:v.e i:.., iia:;o , nuch ilottr>r Ll:.o.n t he ono gr oup c ould . l>/'.1en ac loctinr. tho 

CO! 1 '.:.IJ 
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TIVE FFAIRS l:ON ' TD . 

r.:cn froll tho Ol :~iver are:i the 11riter had t\,o reasonc in mind , one 
being to cho11 then that t;he rest of tho 1orlu 1 ao vaotl7 ciiffercnt to 
that oi' their viJlo.i:;oe, o.nd secondly for hem to ca ry c rr-o , see ho11 
a p:1trol operated , ·md at the sace t:!.Me \/Ork 11ith other peopi.e 01 the 
Okoapci.n eo. and ooe l·ow c.nd 11horc tney live . t'his io ·•lly 'die patrol 
ret urned via the bAK end •re;KIN Valleys , so that tho OM Hive1 men coul.d 
observe and note how his ot!>er Oksapcin counter';)• rte exiotcd . TN?_~nly time -
~oct of t he OM Iliver man have ~other Oksspmin people other ~ that 
of their own group is when ,overnr.ent patrolo visit i;heir area =d the 
carriers are Oksapmin loco.ls , 

t he -~:a vi:!~ !;.s~;! ~~w~e t~~~i~~~ ~~~r~a;~c~:;~Y~~d t~!t~~:r~ 
i J!llllenuely .At the time of the patrols arrivel at Lake l'opio.go tho army 
was r.ovine; out antl consequently many diff<.rent planes tool· off and 
landed 1thich in itself <mit e impressed t11e Oksapmin people , •r ractor rides 
prove 1 popul "r and aJ oo the lako proved ~ " ttraction , On the Saturday 
a a:lnesinrr took pla.c<' , •1th a.bout fifty of the Dllli 1 ocaln end i.he 
carriers taldng part , This went on •.11 afternoon and c oncluded with 
a feact in Lho evening, o.nd J;roved o. great ouccecc . A total of f our daye 
11or e spent at Lake 11.opiago lllld in this tioe each point of interest ,1ac 
shmm to the: co.rriora, and I ·"' ourc. thc.t »OW al.l the carriers c.re back 
in thei;.· villaroo rnlatin to 11, of things aeon !llld done ;1hilet on the 
other i;tation , 

It iu felt thut t;hc vicit 01 •ho 0.1 River en to Lake Kopiazo 
.d.11 clp the next patrol to thut area 'i"iLc coucidcr,,,bly. Tho men have 
aeon how tho govorntion<; opo:-atoc , kno\1 t!wy huvo nothing to fear and 
f ull co-operation should be aoeur ~ in the futura. UXX All ocn have now 
dcp<,rteJ f rom the etation u&eu:-inr; tl.o ;:i:-itor that they ilJ paoa on tho 
kno11le<lce G ined , and that from now on thoy 11ill hol'(l tho government in 
any uay they can .(Lotc hopa they keep to thia remarkl The HAPHll 
nales (5) and tho one 1:0:1DUl\MIN in particular ue1•0 ui•.o i, l>resaed, und t;10 
next patrol to theoe t•10 ..,roupa ohould sho·, an increase in attend:iucea 
t o moet tho patrol. 

a mcntionPd .i..t is bolieTod that thin io the first time that 
OH i v er 1non have carried co.r o for fl patrol , C.lveru.D they did quite a 
GOOd job and , bein(" uic 6. atrone- h c:!led their loado well . Altho41rh 
inclinC'•l to be ro.th r 1 zy at timeo ( never round 1thon tiruo to break 
cruq, ) they 1erc: never presae~~.~lli::t =din the ond , 
ut departure tioo thoy ... 1ways seemed to have 11 mlii"load , 11hiob. was 

111aya ahouldorod without protest . 

The BTI IN 'lnd itUSICIB '!DI ten ore r t er cl u1:1ppol t1.J1• in their 
car ·c co.r".";,•in n<I t. oy will be loft off any futuro ratrol" . Goner:llly 
they !lro not recruited o carritra , but a I UL.to thor.i to co to Lo.ke -
Ko iago th,;iy •iero tried out . Unlil:e tho otrcr c r:·icr ( both village 
officialc md OM Hivor) .ho 1.01•kcd oll, Lhoy 1'ound >ioi;h tho ualkin d 
c=ryin too uc! d froquont rci;to h d to b d~ . lit ill nc they re 
now to the g ,o thoy roy ioprove . 

A oint o" ·• nt roct .. .opiago t ere ac a 
Hl*IA ( rsn n) 1.d .bo had "cc c11:1anied a p':ltrol b ck to tho sta1:ion 
o.nd ·.;ao tlO\I laarr..i.n i cin, iiUill:Jr tl e intorp1•0: \/he C1ll speak tho 
1H .. 1A(Gl.,Ir.JJ J langu ge could not convoroe ith h. , yet • IAP1iill 
mo.lo could . 1-llJJlIOl' 'ho -: n spoak the EMlAP .. ~ la:n u ge , a uite 
nonpluaE ·d :it Lhis , 11nd it ac:ic ~ that if there I?ust be more than tho 
one i:;, AUI~ ..... l 1. ... alect nC. that E: !Ai' .IN "ould bo included in il . It 
lb :;n·opoeed to patrol thro ·h the vea t t!l n'1 ot ti is ontl. ~o thio 
co.llplcx ltmsu go ayctoc r::uy be olo to bo u.ut l • 
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NATIVE AF'FAn>s COi?.r_'.!;!· 

Th ... , e ar two '.:roap in thi v :..1 y , ... Lo~ 
nu th& G!'<T'G'Ll•, ~11' of th o ·::-ou , .o i ~" y ~ 

the peo'l"Jl.e l!ert.:,; aeen .. • ot bf3i.ng a ccr ·us r t l 11.i "o e Ol!peci;ed 
r1 o com.,.,~nt w?.a J o.o it . The 'i' tr.:>l r ·c cived a w rlll l'~lcom . 'llid 

th& '"".-le r;av··: th ir fuJ 1 int rest t t o Li.I.:~ iv en by th pat• ol. 
Aa eut.ione•l .~ the pr evious ;i ... t. ol ,.-oport of this r a. the vn&ro;y of 
the :peopl.:. or ti.is valloy 1~ •uHe remark'.1tl~ , c.i:.<.! cir;ns or l1'bour cou.ld 
be oe'ln , ~s the ro11ds were "111 .in excelle~t cor.tlition a-:.<1 tl:e ::-est house 
qaite a f"O od feat of wo.i'k , As mentioneu in the prcniou~ report it 
·t:.'B suggested that tho re~t house 'le removed trcm the old s ite on the 
~OJ? < l ti.e hill tlo·'ll to the pre~or.t poai tio.'I , thia has all been done, 
:ui.1 t ogether 1tith nu·1 !'Olico rest houoe, and ono for the carriora it 

howt1 thnt the peollle desire to co-nJoer to .ith the 4dministr :ition. Again 
DIO t o;f thi t'? ; r-o: th~ 'iilL1;,;o 1oai~r BAK!"O!:DIT ~ho in hi=elf is 
q•Li.t~ e •c i.lo ~ cr~tl?r id reall:r ':ec:pa his oo. l coving . Unfortunately 
h~ i" in i.L.:. .e t t the ~ocient, but i.s recoverinu il11.1 it in propogad 
tuat no":~ t:!.r.c in the futru-e l be o. Ol'l'ld on 11 vi t to ither Wew 
or '.l: ••• ro•.iiu, 9 a ra~~.rd for is unt1·i11 r·ort • 

tc:: s val i~; v~a 11:1*~g"~£ ~~\~t~~1 ~ ,;~{ ~~o c ~~~:; ~t,1t ~ ~l~AJ{~o~~l~f ure 
ll t. 11 e 1.romel,v e;1y and it 1~ only :ith ticac' J un:leret&J1d"ll1, tl.lat 
tile governm-:.ct ill get thl'O h to them . Onu of the DUBAN group asaicteJ 
in ·u.i.di.n th" o'ltrnl to Lake Y.opi1> ,o , <II l on th" i•·t•.irn to Dt:B•Jr hr 

t~~!:t;~o~e ~~ ~0~:~;11 on~~r !:: ~~~~I\~'·,/:o~~s cert~~~/~::: to 
movu s bout .uito froquc tl;,. The DUJ " e wna not e •ne ..,,he•·c. half 
hia roi::i- 1, a . Of the Jl opl e eoen loc 1. rr.;.ttor o erv uiocuu ·e:i with them 
an 1 an :i.nvHat.1.-Ju put fur cu·d to viei.t Oksapmin • • hi,. w-..io ducli::od• 
ho'.lever, th y did ot to th t they ·ould viol.t ., l •er datCJ . 

o:l 

I 
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ti .lit'!> AFFAIRS COlfi 'D . 

D>Creaaed a tt endanc e uua the n oto a t DABUilA 11here an overnight 
a t ay waa spent . al.ks were ~iven to th : thrE>e c roups of BAKANA , YENDANA 
o.nd A.LURA and it w;io ncticeo.bl e that quite a l ot more t11r11ed up to 
e ro:: t tho patrol than f or the prcviouc patrol in fuy of thia year . This 
1ro.s encouragin!, and ohot.s that the people t1ere intereatcd in uha t the 
p<.itrol had to :;ay . a lka wore ·ven on varicus cubjccts un•:l al.so a talk 
om d:cir.lal curr1tncy >ras gj von . ~he eoplo wer o <1uit o f riendl t o11arda 
tho :;:c.ti-ol and inter est •.1o.s o.ppnrent i ;1 the talw c :Lvcn . Again as in 
tli p r Etvious Jl'ltrol quesl:ions were a4e quite freely about the introduction 
of decioal currency which i.-a.e a good sw, and chows tho.t tho people are 
o.nxious to grasp what the changooTer is all about . 

rro change was noted in the attitude of the MENMAKA and 
K IEY.l' A group o.t the top o! the v!ll.ley1 towa rda tho patrol. The people 
wore r a ther indifferent and Wl\!re not all all interested in .iwhat the 
patrol bad to say . Ao s tated they are rather a pathetic lot and the 
viJ l a c e ::.eadors re of no\ help to them. Some of this group haye been 
•,·torkin{; on the otation nod on the Takin rqqd, but it S6ems t v haYo 11i1de 
no difforonce oxce".lt f or one or two man • \!fowevor , with cons tant patroll ing 
and t;ivcn ca;i lo;rmont ~his group may iaprove . 

·1hY1f!l 
In each .:if the villages visited on the ~r:r of tho 

p trol tallts uore ;;iven . Theae cowered a wide range of aubjeota including 
Admin policy . dociml currency , aBI"icultura , houaing and fllt llre 

patI·olllnc and other mai.tors and tho peoples interest was apparent . 
A few minor complaintc ''are heu.rd , mainly involv"tne: t heir wo11en and 
pii:;e , and all wero abl e to be set t led. on tho epo·~ . Again they w<ire 
advised that any ca.jar c omplaint , or in fac·~ any complaint ahould be 
l r ought Dill to Okse.plllin here a neutral )?El.rt;y could hear it out . 

As state:l talks were 61.ven on decimal currency aiid again thoee 
ta.llto t·tere rocoivod t:ith mixed feelings , houever ·, they are eginnini 
t o accept the chango, and the changeover in tnia area should not effect 

y great difficulty. Many people of course wore not al; all l:oen 011 

t!>c idctl but agair. it wtla oxp.J.a.incd th t the changeover would bo g1•o.dual 1 
and that there wa no fP'lr oi them losing thoi .i.' oney , tha1. if they 
w• shcd to retain their :fJIXIDm present money they c oul.<l by all me&.'18 do uo . 
It wao mentioned that the ac t ual. conversion 1•ould ta.Ice many ye ro and 
this , toc;ether ·ith tha t mentioned above appeaJ.•od to allay their fears. 
Y s on this subject toi;t1t hor with ill untra.tions will be included on 
all fu t ur e patrols 

griculture ic of tho &ubo.i.etcnco n ture , i:iain crop11 .,rown 
boin s11oot oh.to nd taro . Thi& i ouppl ement ed 1 itu - itpit, CUga.t' 
c no u to o. .;i.::all extent 

Ac::-icultur .. is of a ··'"ifti11 n tur it tl:.o oople O\'in 
fro ~a.de~ t ricn er.a i, ·o 1 te , .. en r ly t ,J11.1t:inc &G 
involv l t ou~u ':IOVO • ·i • tli ; tt e old on" d s rtod a.nd ne r 
one uu:!.lt 01 t • ar<I n sit~ . 
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VILLAGES .14'1'.l rou::;m" . 

lloua:i.ni; in tile area, eurprisin ly onough is quite good and 
encouragement was given the people to keep it that way. Their houes

1 
al.tho h not tip to the standard of other areas , nouethelese s llffice

1 
ancl ai•e kept quite neat and t idy by the inha bitants . 

Ther io no central holllling pattern in rury of the village• 
visited, t he houaes being spread over a wide area, generally ill groups 
of t wo or three and uoually near a garden, which at the time is ws1111lly 
boing worked •• llost houses are generally pl a ced in a convenie11t spot 
in each villo.gfl 1 both convenient for the peoFle thomoelves aad for 
the patrol party to reach. In most cru:iee thtl rest house is 111lil.t, away 
from the peoples own houses , and it i s quito common to walk fro• rest 
house to rest hous e .. i.thout oi ghting a single native bow:;e . 

VILJ,AGE OFFICIALS . 

Gener~ an aYerage lot, however, they do their beot !llld 
euc o1ll'fl&ement "-as g:l.ven to them. The luluaj. of DAlltJRA, 'l'IMOGJll' of 
llAXAIU and llAK.FONDIT of :JAGIJTIAN nre all uite capable , WtiiN.lr the 
lattu person and o.J.l a re strong, willinG •·orkero who .......,ood 

control over their people , 

lioat of t he village officials of tl-.e places ·11sited l*1'a alreaq 
with the patrol.1 having accompanied t o Lnke .ltopiago llllti it u hoped 

that the vuut there will do them good, whilE>t a t the - time gi"t'e 
them a chance t o paaa on to their peopl e new.a of what tno;y aw and 

t ook part :!n while at Lake lCopiugo. 

~· 

aoroe anl~~~t~dan c;~: ofe~i~~ng~~ ~~~~y e~~=0TN~0;~0~~ ~~;~ ~or 
llaptiot llial.'ion a t TEKIN lllld the houpitc..l. a t Oksapmin t o look Qf,or 
them in times of s oroo :md aickneaa . 

A medical. ord rly scc o:Ipa.:iied t l e patrol throughout nnd 
d'lliniot orcd troc.tr.ient both to the ci:uricro and vilJ..!lge peoplo a l ike . 

vora.l o! the carriers contr:icted orcAa.nd o:!.ckness enrouto 
I.o.ke Kopiago , bowever , tho four day stopover to ether with t ho a.id 
of tho medic l 11 i tant , w 11 enou:;h to eno.blo curcc t o br offectoc! . 

IC~TIOi s . 

r avelling throll{;hout the a.roa , in fact thro hout th 11hole 
of Ok=pi:U.n i.o e11&11ntia.lly OD foot , a.nd excep t for tho s tretch between 
! AltIIf and Ol::aapllin where acme da.y tractor 1otill go , will Mme.in ;:;o 
f or 11. long til:ie to come . 
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ROADS D .BRIDGES , <: OM .UNICATIONS CONT 1 D. 

'£he native paths or tracks t>- roU('hout tho area visited 
by t he pat r ol were in qu.ite good shap., , Llfiintenanc e beinz perf orued 
by tho p eopl e p r ior t o the a r riv 1 ot tho patrol . 

As wlll be seen from tho patrol i: i.'U'y oing to 'ind ~oninc 
b ck i'ron. I.ake Y..:.p~o is by di fferent r outeu . Ai'tor 110.lkinz the r out e 

to t he s tat i on of Lake Kopiago is was deenled Qui';c i nadvisable to 
r e turn that w ... y , as the track was qui to poor d every I our or s o 
a i::ountnin either had to be climbed or c' escended . It appears an if t he 
LaJte o:piago native u ill not consider cutting nround a JllKttD c ountain , 
o.s t he track lod over the mos t s teepest part of oach and every hill 
or mountain climbed . By comparison the return r out e wa n r el a tively 
easy d a fter the fir st route l eading i.o Kopiago was quite a pleasure 
to 11a1k upo!l . It i s quite a bit cha r t e r too <UJd it is s ueges ted that 
nny f ilture pat r ols f r om C..knapmin to Lake lC01.iago use t his lat t er r out e 
l oth 0oi ni; t o nd com:!.nz back i'r oa this s t a tion , 

Three 11oc!ta pri or t o the departur . o f the p;.trol '~ pal"ty 
w c sent froo O;: Apain to repair t he car.a cusp enoion bridge across the 
Strickland River . t; onst . l'<o.sinok who had had p r evious bridge buildir ~ 
c;:pcri nc '> led t hi s party and e.id a cagnificent job on the repai.r of 
this brid(;'Oo Ho dicc!ll'dod tho old bridge ent i r ely d bui1t a new 
one <>.!;'.>ut ton y'.lrda _pstroa:i from the old i te , Tho present bridge iD 
'law quite re r !':.a.bla oiece of work and i c; ext remely s troni;• Up to 

t.ix pco.,lo c.:i.n cress a t one +.im" nd t here in only a. am.all WllOUllt of 

Sllay , nnd • a tho bridgo ha. El a aprui of npp11oximat ely 200 feet thi.s 
in excellent. To loosen tho away of tho bridl'je tofASlliOI'. wound caae s tripe 
richt a round the bridge so that it no\1 looks like a loni:; coooo1t. This 
of c ouro 'l nDcn !!lakes tho crossin~ sli~htly more di f! icult 1 especially 
in the bringing across of pe trol boxes nd because of the emal.1ness at 
the cocoon i the centr e ono cannot s t 11nd uprigh t and t he boxes have 
t o be 1:10r e or less dragged , However , thi s in only a min~r difficulty, 
an:i :!t is thought than the idea of vindin~ the cane strips around t o 
f aro "'\ cocoon is quite a good one it lessens the amount of sway in 
the bridge quit e consid e r bly . 

As all now cane was usod on buildinf{ this aew bridge timx it 
s houl d be aafe f or a po trol to crooo for a t leaot a.Hothcr s ix mont!is , 
pcrhapo i:oro , co the.t if a patrol frorn Lake JCopiago wish to pay a 
reciprocal visit to Oksapmin ~hey 1.111 bo f r ee t o do so , d will no t 
hc.vo tho barrier cf tho Gtrickle.nd River ta.cine; them , 

Ac; ota.tod patrol whooc : ai.m ...-as to tnlte a celection 
of Ok::mpmin poo:,.lo f or viait to Lake Kopi:igo , 'lnd at t he same timo 
undorta.ko m routine lldminist:' tion in pn.rts of tho 0 ·~apmin area , t 
Both of thooe ob1octa ~1ere •chiovsd dtit i s r lttthat the patrol par Y 
~~. !larked well t o r-llieve lieao o!J oc- s . 

It is CUGr:a•ed too that; the viilit to L'.llte Kopiai;o be de an 
o.nuu.l event , ". J t fforco a c inge fo r the oople of thia n r en t o 
"11:.c ,,iti.. .1<l coe 1eople at other diotrict , d a t the oo.c:s til:lo s eo 

tt!nG o. ~! u.110;,~:r ot~tion .i~~~~d c~o!1!~t o~0 \"\ o~,,:i~"'~ ; ~aho.g°ifioro 
can Rniy te €one ~-::. f'~o " e carriers accompanj3]i; ~ rol c:in 
Li cca.;i.,~r~J •O 11 ve been a cuccess , 
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ACCO ANYWG '!HE ,:>ATROL· 

IT.?' 'l\RD CW§ 9W.E NO 1 8~tV. 

At times f oun4 the lml.leiJig ratb.or blU'dt howner, 11.a 
he is getting on ;l..u 7oarc this iv understa.nda.ble. I:; a willing 
worker li..ld was an a.acct to t he pi..t.rol . Baa good control OTer U.. 
fellow work xa . Ccnd• ct good , 

.£0119.i! Wln.'Jail llO 9433. 

A w.:IJ.l.1.ng wo r ker w:d. again an ueet to flJ1'l pe.tro11 ..... ~ 
in :iron such aa this. Ia always cheerful and cond\OCt was good 
o.t al.l t i nes . 

CONJ'l' OVRISIM No ?'1-04. 

Bathor quiet but works w-'lll and tor.a what he :Le tol4o 
Conduct good . 

All exc ellent wa.iico1 .:md aloo goo<l worker . Ccn be reliacl 
on at a..ll timea . Conduct toed . 
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