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SEC 2 That th 1 ds 1 nted re nd h 11 o subject to all 

e l rights oquired y any arson, per one, or oo o ations 

in or to t e abo de oribe pre isea, o any p rt thereof, nd now 

e stin'" under an by i tue of the la\'IS of the nited tates, and no 

priv te right, title, interest, or ol im of any person, persons o 

oornor tion in o,r o~ any of such lands shall be inte:dered v1ith or 

ab idged, e cent with the consent o:f. the o 'mer or olmers, or ,claimant 

o_ ol ants the eof, or by due process of law and just compensation 

ai to such o?ner o olai ant: Provided, ~a the rights and claims 

of the Miss·on Indians of the Capitan Grande Indian reservation, ooated 

pon the lands herein described and affected by the grant herein, shall 

be -orotected and urovided for as hereinafter set forth in section - -
t~ ee of th s ct. 

SEC. 3 ~hat the la 'I of eminent domain of the ta,te of California is 

ereb~ extende over and made to apply to said lands, and eoretary of 

the Inter or or his duly autho 

to appear on behalf of, in the 

repr sentative hereby di eated 

and to represent the Capita 

Grande Band of Indians and the United tates in an~ · oc edings n 

at uted y t e city of ~an id Ind1 s 

in said and a: rovided, Th t any judgmen d r of oo damnation 

upon said Cap ta Gr nde ente in suoh p 

by the Sea et ry of the terior 

of the t a of h t the Secret ry of 

sh addit on to 

r en 
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Rhode 1 eoommend to tho o1 ty th puroh s of Ouyamaoa 1 s ·inter 
at in No.3 for 16Q.,'OOO; &1 o Ouyamaoa 1 interest 1n El Oapit n, 

either from Fletcher or the District for 160,0001 

~ho cit~ to build the o.onduit around outh For. and Ohooolate; 
. 

The aity "to be allo ed to build El 9apitan at onoe, also pipe line 
from El Capitan to. urra~ reservoir .direot, either thru Grossmont 
pass or at a point nearbJ, that Will be available for the district to 
get water from; 

City to· bay at once the pip~· lines of st San Diego, Normal 
Hei~ts and Kensington Park and &J 9 oente a hundred oubio feet for 
tho . aareying ·charge for water to ·the dietriot, for ter that may 
be ueed thin the boundaries above desor1bed until the litigation 
is settle • either party to jeopardize any of its rights. 

~he .city agrees to keep Uur~ dam full of water at all times 
from El Capitan aDd the d1str1ot oan .. use 811 the water it needs from 
urray dam without coat until the .litigation is settled, but, ·it is 

un:re stood the distriot will put ill bat surplus water it oan eaoh 
winter -into array dam thru the . ~asent Ouyamaoa ~}'stem, after 
'supplying ponsumer's nee s. · · 

City to fUrnish man to oare fo MtirrS\1 dam, also maintain the· pipe 
line to the oity :from Murray dam,: a_t the oity 1 s expense, until the 
litigation is settled. 

. 
·Fletcher dam not to be built until 11t1gation is settled,· but El 

Capitan to be built at once; and WitU litigation is settled the dis-
trict oan take all water it needs from El Capitan as well as urray 
dam; without· cost. 
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Historl 

July 10, 1924. 

( ~7illiams, the city engineer's article in f vor of a single arch type 

of dam to be att ched to this} 

Eastwood took offenoe at this article and altho 
?Jlodes had asked me to get East\? od dov1n here to figure on a 
radial cone type of dam for El Capitan and liission Gor ge , he 
refused to come down . He said he \·Jas not getting a square 
deal from the oi ty I conv~nc ed him that .7illiams tl.id not re-
'9resent the city and {;Ot him to come down \"lith me Thursday ni~;ht, 
July 17th. 

I wired Rhod es from Los Angeles as foll ows: 

Returning toni~t 1!Ji th Eastv1ood \?ho has estimates f or El C nitan 
and ~ission Gorge damsites . ee you in the morning , · 

ED PLETCHER" 

. 

I t~lephoned and had bodes and Don Stewart here 
for a conference with Eastwood and h~t everything straightened out. 
Ee has made a price of about Cl,OOO,OOO for a radial cone type of 
dam at El Ca9itan . 

• 

• 

• 

Hietorz 

July 10, 1924. 

( \7illiama, the cit~1 en._~ineer's article in f...1vor of a s i ngle arch t~Jl?e 

of dam to be att ched to this) 

Eastwood took o£fenoe at this article and altho 
Rhodes had .asked me to get Eastw -od down here to figure on a 
radial oone type of dam for El Capitan and i.iis s ion GorB'e, he 
refused to come down. He said he was not getting a square 
deal .:from the oity I oonvinc ed him that t1illiams did not re-
present the city and got him to o ome do\·ln '7ith me Thursday ni~:ht, 
July 17th. . 

I wired Rhodes from Los Angeles as follows: 

Returning tonight with Eastwood who has estimates f or El Canitan 
and Mission Gorge damsites. See you in the morning, -

ED FL3TCHER" 

I t~lephoned and had Rhodes and Don Stewart here 
for a oonferenoe with Eastwoo~ and got everything straightened out. 
He has made a prioe of about yl,OOO,OOO for a radial cone ~pe of 
dam at El Capitan. 

• 



Jack Thompa"on, 

Commerce, called a 

consisting of G. A. Davidson, Claus 

Klauber, F . ll . \'lhite, ·Fel-ix Landis. 

the compromised agreement made by 
. 

and Jack Thomps·on and 1Ir . Halley , 

District, .Parlts 

getting liission Gorge .No . 3 and all the water rights 

build Fletcher 153 feet high, eto .• ) . 

The committee unanimously agreed. the;t 
. . 

oounoil did not approve of this they would take it to the 

by a reoall · or by initiative petition. 

Klauber and Jack Thompson held a 
• 

· Saturday aft ernoon and submit~ed the proposed agree~ent for. 

approval. 

. 
. Thursday May 16th 

·. 
Jaok Thompson, chairman of the water oommittee .of: the . 

Claus 
. . 

ULtitial':·: ii'·. u. White, · Fel-ix Landis. 
·' ... ! • .. I f . . 

t~OQ;mpr:oJJJ· I_l .~ed agre_ement made by Llayor Bacon, 
. . 

~oK-~~J!JO..Oilllne ·on and J.Ir. H;alley, president 

submitted the proposed 

. . . . 

• 
.• . 

..... #; ' . 



18, 1924. 

Monday, June 16th, Claus Spreckels, telephoned 

me to oome over and asked me to outline the proper prooedure to · 

settle this whole problem. I recommended Sutherland, a contraot 

mutually satisfactory with the La Mesa distriot, building in no. 3. 

See letter that I wrote him. 

He said his father had been trying for a year to condemn 

sutherland and he \-Jould like to put it over while his father was away 

that it would tickle the old man. 

He discussed matters with Jack Thompson. They formed a . 
committee of six, including A. P. Johnson, Jr., McCorkle, F. AI. 

White, Ralph Jenny, Jack Thompson, and Spreckels. The first intention(_ 

was to condemn as individuals on behalf of the city i~ ~hey could. 

~t their suggestion I have prepared the legal description of the lands 

to be condemn~d, turned it over to A~ P. Johnson, Jr. See letter. 

r also prepared the water filings on behalf of the oity and turned 

them over to Jaok Thompson, ~o turned them over to Shelley Higgins. 

I also secured from Dr. Good on Monday, June 16th 

the deed to the 40 sores just below the so-called Sutherland damsite. 

In the na antime Yfeitzel came out strong for No. 3, 

. and told me he would go down the line. 

Don stewart oame to see me, probably for the first 

time in two years. Commenced to see daylight. Then oame up again 

on Sunday, the 15th of June 2-1/2 hours at my house, and said he had 

heard rumors that he was implicated with Brusohi and Weitzel and 

wanted to know the faots. I told him everything. 

understood Why ~eitzel was so agitated two or three months ago when 

he took Stewart out in his maohine , ran him aro una town and told hittt 

if anything blew up, or any grand jury indlotments or an~thing o~ 

.. 
kind that Vlei tzel would take full responsibility, and that neither 

Stewart nor Bruschi were in any way implicated, and that was all 

· that Stewart oould get out of him • . He now understands the whole 
thing. 

Stewart is looking for a place to land, and after 

explaining the whole compromise between the district and the city, he 

insisted that El Capitan be built, Fletcher .dam abandoned and allow 

the district to take the water out at El Capitan, but he recommended 

bringing the Sutherland water over to the Cuyamaca and bringing .it 

in thru the Cuyamaoa System. 

In the meantime Fred Rhodes and I and Jack Thompson 

had been out looking over the damsites, around Murray dam, Spring 

Valley. I ordered the Albright survey made for a dam, also the one 

just west of G.rossmont and Helix. Jaok Thompson did great work.On 

Tuesday Jack Thompson took the matter up with city attorney Higgins 

of the compromise with the district and the city, and Shelley 

Higgins agreed to the compromise. 

The Supreme Court on Saturday held that Judge 

Andrews had juriadiotion and that meant the case going to trial 

on the 23d. We snt tht dity of El Cajon to intervene on Tuesday 

and also Carrol Smith on behalf of the district, and Tuesday 

afternoon I asked J8ok Thompson to get a postponement of t o to 

four weeks of the demurrer to be heard on the 23d. He sa Higgins . 

said "Nothing doing and if the suit was brought and he was 

wit~ papers that there would never be any compromise bet een 

the diatriot and the oity". I told Jack Thompson - Everything as 

proposed to have the oase tried on lts merits 
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and not deoided on demurrer before the Supreme Court, that we 

would fight it to a finish, and that he would be served with papers 

immediately. n Jaok said, "Everything is off". I said "All right, 

everything is off11 • 

I ordered Sanders to serve the notioe on Higgins. 

Fifteen minutes later Jaok telephone that he had told Higgins where 

to head in at, and a oonferenoe was to be held at 10 o'olook 

Wednesday morning between Jaok Thompson, Shelly Higgins, Halley 

o£ the district, and mysel£. 
Jack stopped any publicity in the morning Union 

of the two suits that we had filed. 

, 

.. 
Mr. Shelley Higgins asked Jaok Thompson last night, 

June 17th, for a ooni'erenoe this morning at 10 o'olook. There 

were present Claus Spreokels, Halley, preaid.ent of the La Uesa . 
Diatriot, Jaok Thompson and myself in the oity attorney's 

offioe. 

Thompson explained hie verbal una eratanding ith 

Shelley Higgina as to the compromise between the district and 
. 

the city. In a general way the oity attorney approved it. 

Mr. Halley told the city attorney that the La Uesa 

Irrigation District had to protect ita rights and would 
. 

undoubtedly file intervention suit today. Mr. Higgins baoked 

up entirely on his statement of yesterday and said he realized 

e would have to proteot our interests, and the city their's 

that ·he had a oonferenoe with the city officials, and they 

had felt that for politioal reasons it would be perfectly 

foolish for them, in faot rujnation, to grant any extention 
• 

of time in the litigation between the city and the Cuyamoa 

Wate1' Compaey.l that it would have no effeot whatever in the 

oomproniise between the oity and the distriot, and no hard 

feelings. but the thing to do as to get together as soon 

as possible on a oompromise. 

I told Higgins just ho I felt, and I thot the 

41striot felt towards the compromise, and that one should b 

made. llr. Balle7 approved of the statement that I outlined, 

the u"" erstanding baing that the 41str1ot oonf sa Judgment 

to the paramount rights on the 1'1ver, provid.~ thoa orms 

aDd oonditlon re ll ed up to. Riggin 
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eai.d that V~ould · have to be the ooDlition preoedent to aDJ . 
oompromtoe~ It · as agrGea. that tho district ~aould at lta 
pleas.ure file en intervention suit todfl1• 

' 

Olaus Spreckels said he would oall his committee 
• 

. together for a oonferenoe with the oitJ oouna11 1 ait7 manager 
Rhodos • oity nttorno:v Biggins, and YaJor Baoon alone & thQJI his 

committee uld have a ooni'erenoe with the Board of Direotore 

of the La Mesa Irrigation Dietriot and see if the ideas met 
on bat the compromise was to be • and then bring them all 

together for a £1nal oonferenoe. 
Jaok Thompson, ,said the Sutherland situation pleased 

everyone 1n the o1tJ oondemna.tt~on suit and that for the next 

10 or 15 JO&rS ·at least tho water should be brought from 

sutherlandnbru the ou;vamaoa System to the o1t7. !hia all 
agreed to. The rate to be a oent and a balf or two oant.a a 

thanaand gallons for transmitting the water. 

It was arranged that sp:reokols, H!gglna, Jaok 

Thompson, Rhodes and m~solf wottl.4 80 to Sutherland ana go over 

the · ater s1tttation on the grount at a 'Y&rl earl)' date. 
I told Higgins I would be glad to aas1 · t 1D an, way 

possible, ana he said the oit7 needed f1f1 servioea ba41J and he 
hope 

~fl.oo on the · ater question. 

lntt it oula 
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attorney f9r the La Yesa Irrigation District. we had ur • 
Sanders oome over· in Gon:terenoe and Ur. Sanders explained the 

neoessity for the .diet riot intervening as a d1etriot, todq. 

Sanders _also expl~1Jtll4,at stearns request, our position on the: 
paramo:ant right suit and the basis o~ our claim· that e will 

. . . I 
win • !he ehole question as gone into and Stearne seemed 

ver, muoh impressed .• 

Stearns then demanded on the IBrt of the district 
. . 

that we· give the dietriot a six months' &%tension ~of tilne to 

purohase the C~amaoa SJstem, olaiming ·it would take that mUQh 

time to consummate the deal 'lfith the oitJ, et al. I told. him 

this was out of the question, in 'fN8 opinion, but I would oonsu1t 

llr. Stern ~ li~t even nna er present oondit ions . it would be t o or 
·. 

month.s ·that they wou1d have to think it over and agree on . 
a oompro_mis_e before an election would take pls.oe in the dietriot. 

I told him. .rq private opinion was this extension ae out of 

the question, and if it as a oondition it was a mistake. 

I told them I would get Ur. Starn on the phone and 

see What his reaot1on was to it, and report to Stearne this 

afternoon. . . 
Stearns asked that all pap rs 1* pared b7 Sanders 

lett •ith bSm eo in oase theJ deoide to file this a.l ternoon . 

thGJ woUld be 1D a pos.ition to do so. 



• 

On t elephonSng to Yr. Stern he enid he sa no reason \'fhy 

!UlJ six months' extension Bhoula be granted.- . Intnformed lfr . 
red Stesr.na, attor.ne7 for tho 41str1ot of our position and he 

replied that the Board of Dirootors of the d1str1ot ro .. meeting 

this afternoon aDl . tho question ttould be f:lnnl.17 determined . 

by the board, that he felt that it was on11 n reasonable request 

and \1as so:rlJ e had not granted it • . and . 
Jaok Thompson rang me up to BaJ that hal Claus . : . 

~preokels had a oonforonoe with Rhodes, He1lbron, rfoitzel and . . 
one or tno others of the couno11, .tbat they had planned to have 

the oity oounoil authorize Rhodes, oit)' manager, to meet with the . 
chief engineer • or representative • of the · La l.tesa Irr1g tlon 

District, and jo1nt17 th03. will form a plan of oompromieo qn the 

San Diego Rivor to be oubnitted to the olty oounoll o:f.' san 

Diego and the board of clireotoro of the La Mesa Distriot, 

after the two engineers had agreed on all the problems i!Wolvod. 

• 
• I • 

· The oomprolid.se plon ot settl!Dg the water question on the 
• • 

• I 

SaD. Die so Bivel:t ao I uil4erotaDI1 1 t, oalls for the oonstruotlon of· . . . . ., 
lllsalq_n ~orge Do. 2 by build~ a d8iD to the .. 360 foot oontonr, the 

• • • 

· purchase of the follow1ng anms1taa: m.salon Gorge uo. 5, E1 capitan, 
• 

the commttt:e 'of buaineaa men · of b'otb. oo~apznJ ties end representatives 

of the D1str1ot ond the 01~ of SeD Diego. 
: 

lly fir~t thous'ht 1s one of appreciation to rq mmy friends 

~ who have withlm.t an;y idea of reward given their tim to assist in 
~ .. 
~ bringing about this ma.oh needed compromise for the benefit of the entire 

' . 
ooUJDnnJ't7• A' muah as I regret ft, however, as a o1t1zen of san Diego 

wi-th the BiDSle pur}loaa of v.hat ls best for the a1t7 in mlnd, rq· judg-
'" . . 

ment oom.pels me to oppose-"the buildl~g of Mission Gorge llo. 2 111 :favor . 
.. ·. · of Do. · 3, ond for the fo llow1Dg reasons: 

.. .. 
A dam to the 530 foot contour at IJo. 3 :fl.oodlng 

1424 .aorea haU a het safe yield of 7 1 Jnlli1on gallOns da11J', Ue a 

dam at Ito. :a lniilt to the 360 'foot oontour tl.o041ng 5320 aores oD17 
• I "r t • 

haa a n!t ·saf• 71 14 of o mil 011 al.lom aatl)' JOU 
, . 

• 

pel ou 

• 
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B7 bulla1DS Do. 2 you ar oompel,lld to 44 at 

least a half mllUon dollal-a . ac'41 tiona' 1Jrreat.ment 111 lAD4a. 
~ . 

It will Q)Bt JOU an ad4ltlona1 oo,ooo to bullA a plpel!De 
• 

1ng 1th the oi.tJ" at llo. 2 aa oompa!'ed to Ho. a. 

for approximate!,- a hal~ million dOllars lesa at Do. 3 to the 330 

toot contour Utan a sravltJ' aroh as plNlDed at uo. 2 to ·the 360 foot 

contour. 
The · oont~overq hJuges largely on the tJpe of dam. 

i!here is no neoess1tJ" jbr 1he gravit7 arch t)'pa 1D. this oasa where a 

ne er type at leas cost 1th higher faotora of safet7 oDD be buJ.lt. 

site No. 3 os en ideal a1t~ has been appzoved b7 . . 
• 

no leas author! ty than 11. tr. 0 •ShauglmeasJ', ~oia ·L. Bellew, u. 

s. RealMBtian Service, State Engineer w. F. KoOlure, st~te B'7dr811l1o 
• 

Engineer F. Y. nda, John s .. Eastwood, L. Jorgenson, w. o. 

fome1' city engineer, and !1!. n. X1ng. 

!ale plans o:t a ooDe tJpe of dam for uo. 3 
I 

have alreaq been approved b:v the h!iheat state autho~itiaa. !l!h8 , .. 

h ight of Dam no. 3 1D tbSa cao 

tlf.(l8 a an be b1211 t for less tben 

r oa1 ved f~r a Bingle aroh t7pe 
• • 

nt ~or ,270,000~ 

wu..&.IUI ... l- DIID, u. B. B: ol t1aa seFrlo -• 

54,000, oost 82,o6o; 

• • 

bJ the ~ao~io aai & Eieov:to 1B 2'16 feet h~, JB.ttdage 150, 000, 
I 

·ooat ·Ol,500,000• 

!l!bere is no 'qu8at1on but what ·aan _D1ego oan build at 
. . . . . 
ll,o • 3 . ~ th a aaviiJg Of ~ excess of a million dollars .as OOJ!I];&re4 

. . . 

to Bo •. 2 a aam 1hat Wiil ;giv.e ·. two inlllion gaJlODSda117 81-eate~ net 
. .. .. \ " . 

oompromla 

and 1h 1ne1De 

• 



HISTORY 

Deo. 8th, 1924. 

Put in a copy o~. mr. King's letter 
letter to E. F. to~~l l'i)..ll~~ 

[pee. 5) I 'P--il . 
to E. F -;1 and Mr. Stern 'a 

Re: City manager Rhodes has been up to 

see Sterns and Stern has suggested a compromise meeting with 

Rhodes, Halley and me. 
E.F. 



San Diego in earl7 daJB 
~onna the ater question in a maze, 

But a big man, Ed his name 
Went into the water game. 

The hot air he supplied 
And to him tho rioh men hied. 

They invested for gain 
And soon San Diego Rivertheirs beoame. 

Fred HeUbron, good and true, 
Said ~letcher's hold would never do. 

ooking round for a he-man . 
1 He soon 1ooated dear old Freeman. 

, ~aye he, for 200 buoks a day . 
'~ Your trouble I '11 smooth out like new mown hay. 
~he couno11 fell for the de~ old midget 

But the oontraat signed failed to have a limit. 
To Freeman the order then ran 

Tbrow out Fletoher if you oan. 
The first report, so 1 t ran 

I'm in love ith Capitan. 
Looking £arther What to see 

Preeman favoured the San Vioente. 
Then hither and thither he did dodge 

And on Mission Gorge his eyes did lodge 
Number three it snre shall be 

But the council balked and said let's see. 
So Freeman to San Diego did come 

And the council said your report is bum. 
Give us El Capitan, by gum 

For with our mon~ you have come. 
Freeman in a rage did say his trip to Egypt he'd engage 

But two hundred buaks a day as mighty good pay. 
So another report he did make . 

~1hioh anybody can take 
Be it number 2 or 3 Mission Gorge dam 

Or El Capitan, if they oan. 
But God forbid tbat we hire a man 

Who recommends a movable dam 

, 

After many yoara o:f study, I am oonvinoed that the 
eoonoiniool and praotioal development of tho San Diego River means 

. 
the · immediate construction of a dam by the City of San Diego at 

iaaion G.orgo no. 3, to hold approximatoly 16 billion gallons of · 

ater, built to tho 330 ft. oontour. 

This means the storage of. the water in the canyon. 

Praotioally all the lands that would be flooded are fit for 

nothing else. 

Mission Gorge no. 3 built to the 330 ft. contour would 

· be superior either to Morena or :Barrett aalf to oost of dam and 

surfaoe area exposed, for the same amount stored. 

It wonJd have leas evaporation. surface of any de.m in 

the oo~ty of its· size, flooding only 1330 acres, aa compared to 
damaite Ho• 2 holding the same amount of water flooding 2420 aorea, 
over 40 percent lese evaporation area, and by ~&tag in no . 3 

e \-tould save the flooding of some of our beat farming and £ru1t 

. lands in the El Cajon Valley. 
Mr. Freeman informal~ rooommended El Capitan, 

then officially .snn Vioente, then Uiaeion Gorge no. 3 and no-:1 Uis-

sion Gorgo uo. 2, with the qual1£ioation that some dmn bo put in . 
Uleaion Gorge. He a1ao reoommen~s the acquisition of no . 3 in 

hie last report so I do not see by I am not in harmony 1th • 

Freeman' e report. · 
Looking at ~he situation from a broad standpoint, these 

are tho faota: Th .Cuyamaoa s~atam has bean using the atere or 
the san Diego Rivor t:or 40 odd years. 
tho river at the lo est point that th91 

Tb y have talc n it out o 

oan 1rr1 , t thoir no-

tioallJ frootleos lands br gravity. 
' EuoBlJPt\ia R sorvoir at Gros mont, and L • , are 

hlghor el vat1on than El Capitan no rl7 20_ mil s a c 
lth t r b1 0 



.. 

There are bet een 20 and 30 t~ouaand consumers on the 
ouyamaoa system. That system ia there to stay, to 1;ake oar of tho 
present and :future development and noth1Xl8 oan ohange it. No one 
in san Diego would be a party to taking their water away from them. 
The city attorney of San Diego in opon court has stated that thR 
City t1d not attempt to take away :f1·om the Cuyamaoa oonaumera what Ot San Diego 
ater they had ut to beneficial usa if ~ \10n the paramount 

suit, ~1h1ch is still an opon question as far as the oity is 
concerned . 

City of 

This section will some dSi beooma a part of the 
un Diogo unquestionably and we must treat them fairly 

on that account, theraforo, ~e must allow them to proteat 
themselves for a re~zonable amount of water for their future 
de olo pment. 

u this is done, vmat is tho use of building El 
Capitan at this time, f or. there are only 42 square miles of water 
shed belon the Cuyamaca ·~ater Com~ny'a intakes on the rivor. 
By building El Capitan ~a would be losing tho run-off of 248 
square mile a of vzatershed above W.a.sion Gorge llo • 3 and below 
El Capitan, a larger watershed than the combined o.rea of llorena ,and 
l!arrett, a.nd J.nrger than Henaha drun • . 

It ~ould cost an additional million dollars to build 
a 1pe line from El Capitan down to Uieoion Gorge no. 3 whilk 
~§lll*ie'liUI~*lDJ:dld!ilh! llo 0 3~Jiii.\1ould bo oatohing llll tho 
ater that no a ~ the El Cspitan atershed and Mission Gorge . 

Ito. 3 as e11. . . 
• • oeman ell oalls No. S a "oow po.sturo" 

' 
his 

to 
w811 Di Arizona Railroad, 

s. 

nores of bottom land, which ia 1nvaluablo for taxablo purposes 
in the futuro, and whioh there io no noed of destro~ing. 

Ur. Frooman's lest reoommandation is to build llo. 2 
to a oontom· elevation of 365, or 5 ft. above the bottom of the 
spill 1ay. Thio dam, if built, \'lould hold 87 ,ooo acre feet, or 
28,6Go,ooo,ooo gallons, flooding 3320 aarea, while a dam at no. 3 . 
holdin tho same amount of water floodG only 2080 acreo, and only 
to the 350 ft. oontour. 

• • 

I do not think that conditions requiro tho oon~trno­
tion of such a large dam at either. plaoo, but if i ·t did, the fol-
lowing ara tho advantages of llo . 3 over Uo . 2, holtling the same 
amount of water, approximately 20 billion BUllone. 

Ho . 3 has 12 additional equnro miles of wa .. tiorshod thnt does 
not flow into Uo. 2, as muah as the entire Cuyaooca Luke watershed. 

29,450 aore feet o:C the 86,000 nero i'eot stored , won]d be 
in tho oanyon boloq llo . 2 and above llo . 3 \7hor e it belo s , with 
ideal atoruge oapaoity and pr otica~ly no cvupor tion. 

If both d me wore fnJ.l, tho evapor tion lo s r.- , based on 4 
feet a yenr ovuporution on llo . 3 ~ould be lO,oco ,ooo t~llona a 
day; on no . 2 r10uld bo ll ,000,000 gullono a. day . 

The lando \~it hi n llo . 3 roscr\"O ir oitc o'-n be acquired 
for a million dollaro loea, in my opinion, than the lands in 
llo. 2 to hold tho t:Jamo umount of ~· ter • und 1r uuil - ing ro r.-- . 
t1e \·~auld aavo tho tov1n oi !.Juntoo 011 noarly 2 , 0 0 ore ~ o · \ · llo 

blo ur lOaoa if il o . G 
landa \1hich ~ould bo destroyed ior t 

ero built ,for it i a botrioen tho ::550 n ~63 foot co .o · tb t • 

most of the exponaivo land o aro dumaGod an~ for · 11 h cit 
woUld havo to ay. 

~. Freeman ootimatea the coat of d to th 365 
holding 87,000 ooro f ot o 

l•700t000 A ai l arch typo o d 
t r t e it to 2 111 
t lo s·, h r 

n ideal sit • oan b built o hold h 
0~ 1.ooo,ooo 

• 



• 

• 
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The highest dams in tho orld are single ar h 

built by tho United States Government and certainly a Jorgenson 
type of ingle arch dam at Mission Gorge llo. 3 \'lill oorve evory 
urpoao. hile a multiple arch t vpe o~ dam, 1~ the o1ty desires it, 

could be built at Uo. 3 to the 330 ft contour :for approximately 
~750,000. 

By building at Ho. 3 :vou oave a mile und a half or 
• two miles of pipe line as compared to llo. 2, and if the oity should 

lose ite paramount right suit, you would suva by building at 

no. 3 the oost of acquiring nearly 2 miles of riparian rigl1ta on 
tho river between no. 2nand llo. 3. 

Tho La Uasa Irrigation District has an option on 

the Cuyamaoa 7ater Company's holdingD in Ho. 3 for ,160,000. The 

Cuyameca ~7ater Com any controls tho damsite and nearly400 aoros 

thtl t t10uld bo :flooded. Tho district owns an add! tional 400 sores 
~ithin tho reservoir site. It is a question whether e oan oorl-

demn th 1r lands, but the point I \'I ish to bring out is that at an 

iha:bay date, i f t1G compromise with the irrigation district, as I 

:feel I e should, there i s no ro_ason why \'le should not be building 
in ~i~ sion ,orge llo . 3 - within tho next few months. 

I am strong £or a :fair compromise uith the d1str1ot • ..•. ~.,..~ 

It i s no oinoh ':Je aro GOing to win our paramount right suit olaim-

ing the o~nership o all tho .~tars of tho San Diego River. Ono 
city ttorney baa ruled against us, one auparior judge has also 

rn.led against ua, and there ia W.waya a ohWl.Oo to lose. It seems 
to me that a fair oompromiae can be arranged, nnd I chal.l work to 
that and \?ith every effort to solve the star pr_oblam on the san 
Diego River at an e rly date. 

e Honorable, the Mayor and Common Counoil 
of San Diego, California. 

We note by the papers that you have called a bond 

to vote bonds f'or the construction of L!isai on Gorge 

dam as per recommendation of Ur. Freeman. 
. 

The unl ereigned residents of Santee, Lakeside and 
El Cajon feel that you should ·know what the sentiment is in in this 
section, and we urge that the oity do not waste the cost of 
calling an election for the building of Uo. 2, but rescind your 

. 
recent aotion and call a bond election £or the .construction of 

• 
Mission Gorge Uo. 3, the logical. place for the storage of water 

. 
for the City of San Diego. 

. 
Mr. Freeman first recommended Mission Gorge Ho. 3. 

Uumber 3 has been approved by such eminent engineers as the state 
engineer of California, Lir. \V. F. ~c~lure, 1!r. F. LI. Faude; 
chief hydraulic engineer of the state Railroad Commission, Ur. 

• 
LI. ~· 0 1 shaughneasy, ohief engineer of the City of San Francisco, 

. 
former city engineer, w. c. Earle of San Diego, Lir. Francis L. 
Sellew, former U. s. Reclamation lilervice engineer and many other 
prominent engineers who understood local_.condi tions. 

l~. Freeman has made a mistake in recommending the 
construction of Mission Gorge no. 2. If the city builds at 
Mission Gorge Do. 3, the city will save over 1,000,000 gallons 
of water daily on an average in evaporation lo ses alone, bssed 

• 
on the same storage, ie: 28 billion gallons in Ho. 3 or Po . 2. 

• 
It will cost the city fully ~1 ,000,000 more to buy the 

additional lands that would be flooded if Uo . 2 were built, as 

oompared to Uo. 3. 

By building No.3 the town.of Santee would be saved 

from ·deetruotion, as well as part of Lakeside, to say nothing of 
. 

4 miles of tlie S. D. & .a. Railroad and concrete highway • 
• 

Several thousand acres of the best land in the county 
• preserved for taxable purposes if No. 2 as not built. 
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l!r. Flotoher, 
Ofilo • 
Dear Sir: 

~n D1eso, O&ltfornla 
Uay 19th, l9al 

ttaOhed hereto is a tabulation showing the 
area and oap olty of W.sslon Gorge Reservoir site no. 8 
in five foot atepa from the 330 to the 360 foot oontour, 
an a ion Gorge n aarvoJz olte lJo. 2 from the 340 to 
the 400 foot contour. 

Yours reap otfully, 

w. B. Bhi'Opah1re 

WB3;ME 

• 

• 
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360 
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44,500.0 
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'11,500.0 
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105,000.0 : 
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146,000.0 
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: 

196,000.0 : 
: 22a.sno.o a 
: 

853,000.0 • • 
l 

285,000.0 ' 

' I 1 

10,650.42 

14,600.3'1 

18,4M.42 

23,298.35 

28,3&9.0'1 

34,214.36 

40,503.33 

411.5'14.25 

55,~29.57 

63.866.80 
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82,440.50 

98,867.66 
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QUES~IOBS TO· ASX: liR. FREEJIAN 

Have you examined the foundations at lesion Gorge llo. 3? 

Do· you· believe that aat1ataoto17 beclrook can be eeaured 
at reasonable depth to build a oonarete dam at site Il"o. 3? 

If a dam were ever built recommend? at site no. 3 •hat type would JOU 

Is it not praotioable to build a single aroh type of 
dam at Ho . 3? 

Is not a single arch type of dam generally cheaper 1n 
construction than a gravity aroh? 

I have been informed that the highest dams in the world 
are single arch in type. Is this true? · 

Did not the United States Government bUild. the Pathfinder 
dam and the Arrow-rook dam. both single aroh type of dams,. and are 
they not around 300 ft. in height? · 

rr llo. 3 ere ~uilt, wonld you not have nearl)' two miles 
~ess pipe line to bu114 as compare to no. 2 and would not the 
saving be at least v200.000? 

_ . _ Besides saVing the oost of pipe line would you not be 
saving t~o miles of rights of way that ould .have to be aoquired? 

You are a are. are _3'·ou not. that Fletcher has filed on 
the waters o·f the San Diego River and has acquired "VWater rights 
from the State of California at Ho. 3? . 

If the oity does not eventually in ita Pueblo suit as 
to o nerahip· of the waters of the river, then Fletcher will be 1n 
a strong position with his ·tasion G·orge damsite No. 3 below Bo. 
2, and his ater rights from the State of California, will he not? 

... . If the city should eventually lose its suit• the oit1 
o~nld "hen have to buy up all the ripari.an rights on the river to 

th.e ooean, would e not, therefore the lower we get on the :r1Ter the 
less riparian righta we would have to bUJ if we lost the sUit 

oald e not? · ' 

__ Are JOU a are tbat Bo •. _ 3 has 12 additional square miles 
ot - tershed . more than llo. 2? \1hJ.ch in flood Je&rB woul4 aan 
qu.it · a oatohmont, ou.ld 1t not? . , 

Colll.d JOtl not lnUd a single aroh dam at 

.. 

I 

-a-

llo. 3, holding tho same amount as llo. 2 nd at t ho same oont or 
lese tho.n o gr.av!t.y aroh type at no. 2? 

To what contour;. in your opinion, should Uo. ·2 ovantuall:y 
be built? 

\Vould that not moan the flooding of the town of Santee? 
The Cement highway? The San Diego & Arizona .Railroad? And 
several hundred sores of orollnrd and vineyard and several thousand 
aores of our best valley land, nearly to Lakoside? 

I a this not va.lua ble land that OtllrJ be very beneficial 
t ·o the county fOl' taxable purposes? 

Did :.vou not ea:y somo·timo .a go that these lands in Uo. 2 
ere o. "oo pasture"? 

Is it not true that ao compared to No . 3, no. 2 Juts from 
20 to 40 peroent additional aurfaoo area that "'l ould mean a much 
larger peroentage of evaporation ao com9arod to no . 3? 

You have recommended. the purchase of the Hodges water 
s-a stem, Pamo and ::3utherland bJ tho o 1 tl' , have you not? I ha. ve 
been informed that the prioe is around ~3,500,000. Is that 
oorreot? 

You kmr that Lake Hodges .is a multiple arch dam, and 
,et you are recommending its o·trohaae? 

Are you aware that tho Hodgoe \1Btor system is already 
oo·ntraoted to furnish ovor 14.000 aoroa of land with · ator. 
\lesidee 3 million gallons a day to the city? U e bought the 
Hodges system we oould not oanoel those oontraate to :furnish the 
14.000 sores ith water, oould we? · 

Then all the cit~ ould be buying 1a hat is left. 
after tho se 14,000 aores are au plied, io th3t not truo? 

I s it not true that the Hodges system 1n 1te present 
oondition oan hardlJ furnish any additional ater than that ioh 
it has already oontrBoted, or at le t any largo umount? 

In. onlor to s et a~ large · ount of nter, 1f a urol a d 
the Hodgoa SJBttim,. tho oity ould have to at onoo build rnor . dams·, 
would it n~t, .ot gre t expense? 

·Tho a1t:v ould leo havo to oondomn a lot or r1 orlan 
. rights whloh the Hodges t r eyetom haa not aoquired b ore they 

aoUld buUd 2 o or Suthorlnnd dnma. I am r orrlug r 1 
to th san Paaqual ValleJ ODd belo Pamo . I th1 DOt true? 
so, 1D a441tt.on to· tha 3,6oo.ooo. or thoro .bout • _ uld 
to put 1D - lot ot a441t1onal mon 7. 1 ecll 'e to ut 8llJ 1 ..__... 

oat of . -ater out of' Bodg • _ auld · ot Y 
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Regarding the Cuyamaoa System, they are furnishing from 
25,000 to 30,000 people with water at the present time, I believe. 
The country is now built up along the lines of the rights of 

a.y of the C~amaoa ystem, and would you not have to re-build the 
present maine on about the same location here the improvements no exist? 

~nd, in order to get gravity water, you uould have to 
divert from the San Diego River at about the same diversion 
point, would you not, to furnish the high levels of El Cajon Valley 
and La llesa. The San Diego River is their Qnly souroe of supply is it not? 

La esa , Lemon Grove and El Cajon are right at our baok 
door and do you not think it aill undoubtedly be a part of the 
city some time? Yet you condemn our b·uying the Cnyamaoa System, do you not? 

.A:no\"'ing that they are bound to have ater, that the 
Cuyamaoa 'ystem is their only souroe of supply, and that the 
La Hesa district no~ has an option to buy the CU1amaoa System, do 
you not think it advisable and equitable that a fair compromise 
be made ith the district immediately so we can oommenoe water 
development on the San Diego River? 

au4 coaal •loa•• 
(a) !hat the ClV tel7 aeca&re tJ.tl to ' S1 o. 

1 w1 'th1D the 

) ancl bullcl 1 tel,- to ooatour 36.S. 
(b) Tha\ the CiQ' tv i r \b. be1£}1t thla / 

. 
ontour. 390• pYiD£ eot 7lelcl of 12.2 111on Gallo 

p r cla)'• 

(a) heDG • t.h an 1i c n 

R aenolr • 
(4) That a ion a 51 · o. 3 cqul.....n. tor 

20 year henoe. 

1 c 1 b conaU'uQted. ~ 7eaz:-a 
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(1) A ppl.J- t 25,000 
u. t ' 

EL OAPI'Ail 

lollOWinB' the deo.1a1ve victory- of the oleotion of september 
. . 

lOth, the Council instructed 01 ty Man agar Rhodes, who is aiao 01 ty 
# 

Engineer, to mo.ke a report outl1n1 a plan for water development 

that would be logical and ngreenble to all. In other words, the 

Oounoil ordered their own e13g!"neer, who holdo hie offioe at their 

pleasure, to make on official report reoommendiZJg the oonstruotion . 
of El capitan dam, · He did so on Oot. 2, 1n a WBJ highly pleasing to 

• . 
the Oounoil, who Smmediatel:y voted to call o.n election on nov. 18th 

to vote $4,·500,000 1n bonds w1 th wh!oh to start the oonatrllotion 

of the dom. 

Although the City's interests 1n El Capitan date baak 
• 

to Feb. 12, 1912, when VI . :a. Hamilton filed an application \Vith 

the Dept. of the Interior for permission to flood gover.nment 

Janda o.nd although thia right was granted the 01-tJ' Feb. 28, 1919, 

on the grounds that the OitJ' needed the water at El capitan and 

not on ita merits ae a damslte, the· Rhodes report. in 1924 was 

the first report b~ any engineer reoommoncUJJg the development of 

BL Capitan. In other orda, it has taken twelv ~ears of oonstant 
• 

agitation, at an expense trf over 100,000, for the council to ob-

talll a report reoommen41Dg the oonatmation of El Capitan. 'BUt . 
even if the boD4 eleoUOil of ltov. 18 ahoulA oarr7, th OitJ" Attorn ~ 

a&JB that at the leaa.t oaloulat1on lt Ul take thre 7ee.ra to 

ae'tle the prea nt 1 ou1t be een th OUJnmao fater compan~ and 

the Ol\7 of SOD Diego, pr v ntlDg ·all work · t El oaplt • BUt 1n , 
•»1 te of aU thla, aliA 1n splt of the a4T r e report 111 .ll. • 192 



• 

• 

the o1t1zena' tar aormnlttee of flfV leadlJJg men, and in aplte 
• 

of the adverse reports of • Sa"V'Dge and Ill'. Freemen, two h7c\raullo 

engineers ganeralJ.7 considered amoDg the beat 1D the oount1t7, the 

Connon is proceeding to :tollow out the Rhodes report. 

The reoonmandations 1Jl this report cu:-e as :rol.lowa: 

"First: That 70ur honorable boay 1JIII4641atel7 oa'll 011 
election for a bond 1s8l18 of $4,500,000 for the aoqu1a1t1on 
of lnnds an~ the oonatruotion of a gravlt)? M-ah tne dam . 
to the 150-foot elevation above stream bed at El Capitan 
a am s1 te No. 2, and the oonat:ruotlan of a plpellDe ~O!l 
aaid El capitan dom to the Un1vers1t7 Heights reservoir. 

"Second: '1!hn t the ol 'Q' at san Diego aoqulre au 
·the interests of the euyamaoa Water oompan7 upon the san 
Diego river. 

"!bird: Tho.t the ait7 of san Diego continue ita 
au1 t a for the aoquisl tian of the Sutherland dam s1 te and 
reservoir B1 ta :ror the purpose of d1vert1Dg the water 
auppl7 fitom the Sutherland wo.terBhed into the San Vicente 
reservoir." 

The second reootmnendat1on would remove the lawsuit over 

El Ca~ltan, am 1s good advice for other reasons. But thla matter 

11 have to be settled between the Dlstr!ot o.nd the Oity along the 
• 

lines of the tentative compromise already agreed on as on lfovember 

7th next the Dlatr!ot will unquast1onab17 vote to bu7 the Otll'Bmaaa 

s~tem. 

!!!he third reooD"JDGndatlon would give the 01 t7 the water 

from sutherland hloh is also a. good plan. 

rlhile the first r aoumeilda'Uott provides for the bu114-

1Dg of El Capitan. His &l'gument :tor the buJlcling of B1 Capitan 
... 

ap ars 1n the followillg paragraPh z 

"Eli OAPI! • 
- clam at El Cspltm built 200 fee' above atre 

bed, lth t at 71 l4 ·~ · 11 million SalloDa »~ 
c1a7 n14 coat bou' ,ooo,ooo. Sa"f88 1a ea tmate 
o:f aoa of t J: is 16.05 oet r thoUU81l4 sal-
.. -- • 

lona. The oonatra.otlon of m Capl tau as a separate 
. unit woul.4 b the most expensive development upon the 
river. Development Of a dam o.t El cap! 'tall 1n oon~o­
tlOD w11h a 216•foot tsam at san V1oente would glYe a 
lal'ser safe net )'1el4 than the oombina tlon of &D7 
two dams that oonl4 be btd.lt. !the safe net 7J,el4 ot 
El . Oap1 tan la 11 million ... gallons per day aDd of SaD 
V1oente 3.5 million, The a'VD.llable storage at san 
Vloente wonld be considerably greater than would be 
required for ita dl'aluage area, and the reservoir at : 
El Qapltan would not have storage oapao1ty enough to 
oonsarve the waters of its watershed. 

. B7 ooll!leo~ the two reservoirs with a five-
foot pipeline lt Is possible to 1norease the safe 
nat yield of ~e a epara te drainage areas from 14.5 
to 20 million gallons per da7 b7 d1vert1Dg the water 
from El Oapi tan during the BllJDIDer months to san 
V!oente nn4 ba\'ing available storage at El capitan 
to oatah all flood runoff.n 

After stating "!he oonstruot1on of El capitan as a 

Bepara~e unt t wouid be the most ex}lens1 ve development upon the 
• 

river"., he . sug~sts an ingenious Bahama, not of reduo1Dg the oost 

of the dam, but of 1noreas1Dg ita reservoir liold. 1be counoll's . 
~r1g1nall7 was for the Eastwood multiple arch dam, wh1oh 

• 

3 • 

oontalns less oonorete than other tJPe of dom, and later th 7 

ab1fte4 to the Jorgenson o.onatant· angle single arch. 4am. And no 

thq :final~ approve 'the most expens1Ta type of dam 1 t is poaaible 

to bullA- the solid oonarete ·srov.l'ty clam. so tbat no the 
• 

question arises, . is the Rhodes soheme teao1bl of 1norena1Dg 
• 

the El capitan 71 14 b7 hoo~tng the reservoir up to one at san 
s 

Viocte w1111 :rive :roo1J pipe Une? .!Afoot plpell would be of 

ve17 Uttle use 1n putting El oaplton wata%' into san V1oent :ror 

atorase 41ll'1DS a flood period llk 1883-84. TO 1lluatrat s In 

1921 the upper t n fe t of L8t Ho4gea D b for lt pll 4, fill 
• • 

1lP 111 ten hour • on4 the oapaolty Of thl plp lln 1 oD17 10,000 
• 

aor ~ at In oth r vor48, lt la lmposaib 



. 
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material advantage ot any possible ator&lJe in Ban Vloente ~om 

E1 C8p1 tan as the sp1~l would be praot1oa117 tha a , in any event 

_during a flood period, and ~re is eveey reason to believe that san 
Vioent "NNnld probably be full or nearl.7 so as quick aa El capitan 

during a ~ood period. 
I 

: · A detaUed ata.dy based on the data oontatnad 1n the 
• • 

report shows that the joint opera~on of a 119.000 ao. ft. 

·r eservoir at San Vicente and a 122,000 ao, ·:rt. ·reoar'Volr at El 

capitan by a five foot oonneoting pipe conserving a· reasonable 
• 

portion of the spills at El Cap118n, wolll.d give a safe 7!ald 

o-t. 18.3 million gallons da117• The total spill shown 1Ji the· 
• • 

Savage report .. at El Capitan is 274,000 ao. ft.., and it as · 

eatl~.a ted 181, ooo ao. ft. of this ~ul d have wasted. It . as 
• # 

asanmed th8 capacity of the pipe line was 126 seo. ft., or '1500 

ao. :ft. per month. A yield ot 18 m.g.4. for the two reservoirs 

was also obtained b7 operating El QaP1 tan 1ndependentl7 o.u4 

aasnnrlng the dam to be high enough to prevent all spills •. 

savage 

:Ba.t this 71eld of 19.3 m.g.d ·1s with no a1.1CJyVflllOe what-

ever for water far the r1par11lll ltmda in the forty mllea of 

rlver bottom lando between these dams and the ooean. There 

or over 5000 aarea of these pr1vatel7 owned 1M4a under cultiva-

tion at the preset tim , with two hUndred ar mor pumplDg plBDta. .. .. 
This means a net 1n1gat1all r qu.t.remeDt of f~OIIl 6,000 to 10,000 

• • 

o. f • anzmall.1' or fro 4.5 to 9 m1111on gallODe 4al171 wlth 

allouanoes mde 'for retcu:~ ate~ to the gl'Oun4 ato:rase !he 

Otqamaoa ter Co as r ~ riparian rights aoqttb 

s. 

the7 built OQ1UDaoa Dam, have pamped thousands of aore .teet during 

41'7 periods. into their flume. With the otreom flow of the river 

. 

• 

bottled up water tight b7 two big dams, these river bottom lOJJ4a 

111. be left as high and dry as though on top of Otay Kesa. !rhe 

natur~ normal depth to the water plane unde~ these lnnds is from 
• 

8 to 16 ft,, but W1 th. all replenishment out off from outside drain• 
• • 

aga areas, this water plane oertainlJ' will drop to 16, 20 and 30 
• :rt. below the surfaoe, Whioh would mean that many- of the outlJing 

and upper seotions would be entirely dey. A hydrograph of the 
. 

san Diego River water plane oov~rlng a period of 13 yrs. show a 

what happens during one of our dr7 apel1a, when the now of the 

river ia reduoed to a mSrttmnm for several suooeaslve :years -. . 

there is a oontinuoua desoen t year after :year from the peak of 

the wet season to a po!Dt 10 or 16 ft. lower. The san Vioente 
• • 

and El oap1 tan dams, w11h no ~~>ills and no releases, ·bottling up 

the river at those points like a 3ug, would produce a ~ont1Jluous . 
_ ond perpetual 4rought 1n these river bottom lands. in other words, 

ru.llling their value as among the best farm lands in the oount7 • 
• 

These land owners cannot be expeote4 to o1t 1417 b7 wbtle 

belng depri ve4 forever of their present cheap a tar BlPPl.J'• !1!1 

coronado water oo lma b en trr~ng for aneral. 79ars to pamp . 
5 m.s.4. from the T1~uaua . R1v r bottom, but is blooke4 b7 oourt . 
1D3lmoUon b7 the rlparlan owner a, although the:y posa sa offiolal 

.permlaalOD to do ao 1Jtom the stat ate:r commlaa1on. · Llk 1 · , 

peml alOil fro t.h Federal governmen to build E1 oap1 tan do 

not aettl the tu right on th san D1eso Rl: er. n 

D1 so 001lilt7 ater oo Jl&r ago u.t a lai-8 expen 



the riparian rights on the san Luis Ray River fmm tho dam to the 

oooan. Before Hodges nnd Hensbe.w Dams were built it waa neoesoa17 

to buy :the 

Cit)" of Los 

ater rights of the riparian owners below. Al.though the . . 
Angeles, ~fter a long fight, won its suit against the 

son . rnando ranchers, they are now e.otuall.l' hrDiehlng water to this 

mna • far the good of the whole oonamni ty. 
• 

In tho light of these indisputable faote, it is absurd to 

attempt to turn the entire flow of the san Diego River at the SBD 

Vioente and El Capitan do.mites into s n~t aa:fe Jield estimate. 

no other engineer ever has attempted to do so. l:r. Freeman dwells 
• 

on this matter at length, and advises that the r1pe.r1o.n owners be 

supplied w1 th water by direot pipe line from El Cap! ton. He 

est1mtes the FJ. Uonte lnllds a1one will require releases of 2 to 4 . , 

m.g.d. Reclamation engineer, John s. Longwell, 1n his detoJ.led . . 
report of Feb., 1920, estimated tba.t n release of at least 1.6 

m.g.d. would be required for these lands. In o.ddi t!on to these 

requirements will be .those for all the dist!'iot between Lakeside 

and Poster and Lakeside snd the ooee.n. A oonservativo estimate 

of the totlll releases from El capitan and S8D Vicente to sat1sf7 

the riparian owners bel.ow would be 4 m1lllon gollons da!li'• 
• • 

The y1 ld of these two reservoirs, therefore,. would be re-
• 

duoed from 18.3 m.g.d. to 14.3 m.g.d. or 2etC less, w1 th a 

aorrespon41ng Jnorease ill the cost per thousand gal.lOna of 71el4. 

oh ana that the buildiDg of thea two dams not oD17 wou14 
tlr up a hornet's neat of 1SifBt11ts but ul.d develOp ater 1; 

twiae the unit expense of tha 1ow r salem Gorse 1 t o 3 or lo. 2. 

?!1 01 7 could start a dam there no 

' 

• 

vtlthln o. 10nr ond 1.\ holf, thuo roduolm tho oxpcmoo by sottlng 

oarl:r returns on the mone:r .1nvoate4·. With all the lesol and 

conatruotlon 41ffloult1oa wl th t1h1oh El capl ton 1o bompored, ·lt 
nould bo mey ~o b~foro tho 4om would pa~ ony rotnrns ~ tb.WJ 

I 

rnnntns the oost of the watai' up enormously. A 230 or 200 ft. 

'1. 

dam flrot at Gorg tto. 3 olte or the buildlng of no. 2 to tho 

360 foot oontour, and ·the · other dom later vrottlll be tho eafe and 

nloe development of tho r!vor. 



EL CAPITAN 

Records in the City Hall show that t~. Savage prospected 
for bedrock at El Capitan for two and one-half years. On Jan. 24, 

1922, while this work was continuing night and day, the San Diego 
County Water Co. made an offer to the Council of ten million 
gallons of water daily from the Henshaw and Hodges systems at 
11/ per 1000 gallons. Being forewarned of this offer, Mr. Savage 
hurried to the Council on Jan. 14th with his San Diego River report, 
for which they had been impatiently wai t!ng ever s inca 1919. In 
this report he recommended the development of ·Mlasion Groge Rea'r 
No .• 2, the water from which his estimate showed would cost but 
7.67~ per 1000 gallons, while his estimate for El Capitan Showed 
a cost of 16.05¢ per 1000 gallons. El Capitan, his report read, 
was prominently expensive. llar. 30th, following, all investiga-
tion work at El Capitan was discontinued, and the attention of 
his office was centered on }Jlssion Gorge. 

When the present City Council refused to consider 
the offer of the Ranshaw-Hodges water, the City beca~e the victim 
of one of the greatest mistakes in its history, and simply be-
cause the council considered the Henshaw offer another attempt 
to block their El Cap! tan plans. While the Mayor and Mr. Savage 
were fightibg for W.sslon Gorge No. 2. and the Council for El 
Capitan, practically the entire output of the two watersheds 
representing one-half of the available water in the county was 
rejected as not needed and not wanted, and was thus forever lost 
to the City, as it has been sold since to irrigation distriots 
in the northern part of the county. But the fight between an 

El Capitan Council and a JUssion Gorge Mayor and Engineer con-
tinued with much bitter feeling until the Council had l!r. Savage 
removed from office in June, 1923. 

The Council next, at an enormous expense, employed 
Engineer Freeman, but he also proved to be a great disappoint-
ment. His report of May 16, 1924, with the exception of the 

• 

San Vicente Reservoir, arrived at exactly the same recommenda-
tions as contained in the Savage report of Jan. 14, 1922, in 
spite of persistent and strenuous hammering by the Council in 
favor of El Capitan. Through the influence of the llayor, the 
Freeman-Savage recommendation vres put to a vote of ·~e people 
on Sept. 10, and defeated nine to five. . .... ,. ' .-1 c ~ ... cr J 0 

~J:..J-. err 
Following this decisive victory the Council instructed 

I 

City Manager Rhodes, who is also City Engineer, to make a report 
outlining a plan for water deve1opment that would be logical 
and agreeable to all. In other words, the Council ordered their 
own engineer, who holds his office at their pleasure, ·to make 
an official report recommending the construction of El Capitan 
dam. He did so on Oot. 2, in a way highly pleasing to the 
Council, who immediately voted to call an election on Uov. 18th 
to vote ~ 4,500,000 in·bonda with whiah to start the construction 
of t.he dam. 

Although the City's interests in El Capitan date back 
to eli. 12, 1912, when w. B. Hamilton filed an application with 
the Dept. of the Interior for permission to flood government 
lands and although this right was granted the City Feb. 28, 1919, 
on the grounds that the City needed the water at El Capitan and 
not on its merits as a damsite, the Rhodes report 1n 1924 was 
the first report b7 an7 engineer recommending the development of 

2. 



3. 

El Capitan. In other words, it has taken twelve years of constant 
agitation, at an expense of over $100,000, for the Council to ob-
tain a report recommending the construction of El Capitan. But 
even if the bond election of ltov. 18 should carry, the City Attorney 

says that at the leas~ion it 1 ~;~ t¥~ t~~ .. f.-~~~--~~~: ~ 4 -'. 

settle the presen~ lawsuit/\theACuyamaoa ~rater Co~any a&& ~re~8ht 
a~l 1 ~ ~, 

~ta":t:i!t!~/\ the City1 preventing all work at El Capitan. But in spite 
of all this, and in spite of the adverse report in Aug. 1924, by 
the citizens' water committee of fifty leading me~and in spite 
of the adverse reports of ~. Savage and ur. Freeman, two hydr~ulic 
engineers generally considered among the best in the country, the 
Council is proceeding to follow out the Rhodes report. 

The recommendations in this report are as follows: 
"First: That your honor~ble body immediately call an 

election for a bond issue of 4,500,000 for the acquisition 
of lands and the construction of a gravity arch tn>e dam 
to the 150-foot elevation above stream bed at El Capitan 
dam site lio . 2, and the construction of a pipeline from 
said El Capitan dam to the University Heights reservoir. 

"Second: That the city of San Diego acquire all 
the interests of the Cuyamaca Water Company upon the San 
Diego river. 

"Third: That ·the city of san Diego continue 1 ts 
suits for the acquisition of the Sutherland dam site and 
reservoir site for the purpose of diverting the water 
supply from the sutherland waterShed into the san Vicente reservoir. n 

The second recommendation would remove the lawsuit over 
E1 Capitan, and ia good advice for other reasons.)( 

The third recommendation would give the City the water 
from Sutherland 1hich is also a good plan. 

While the first recommendation.provides for the build• 
ing of El Capitan. His argument for the building of El Capitan 

• 

appears in the following paragraph: 
UEL CAPITAN. 

A dam at El Capitan built 200 feet above stream 
bed with net safe yield of 11 million gallons per 
day'would coat about $9,000,000; Mr. Savage's estimate 
of the cost of water is 16.05 cents per thousand gal-
lons. The construction of El Capitan ·as a separate 
unit would be the most exnensive development upon the 
river. Development of a dam at El Capitan in conjunc-
tion with a 215-foot dam at San Vicente would give a 
larger safe net yield than the combination of any 
two dams that could be built. The safe net yield of 
El Capitan is 11 million gallons per day and of San 
Vicente 3.5 million. The available storage at San 
Vicente would be considerably greater than would be 

. required for its drainage area, and the reservoir at 
El Capitan would not have storage capacity enough to 
conserve the waters of its watershed. · 

By connecting the two reservoirs with a five-
foot pipeline it is possible to increase the safe 
net yield of the separate drainage areas from 14.5 
to 20 million gallons per day by diverting the water 
from El Capitan during the Sllmtner months to San 
Vicente and having availabl - stora e.at .~ papi~an 

all flood runoff~ o a cos~ o~t~t~ 
developmeui :-· w ·- a · p pe ina o the City from E1 
Capitan, a 200-foot g.raviDY. rch type dam at El Capi-
tan, and a 215-foot gravi arch type darp. at S , 
Vicent would e approxi . tely $12,~00,000. Tn 

oat f water to the o y would be'ab ut 11 en a 
p t ouaand gall s or final o ent. uiight 
ad gh t here' th water from our ant sya v~ 
is c tlng 19i o a This last combln n of . 
rase vo~s will ive a most water fro the iver 
and 111 aupp t an ad tional populatio of 200,000. 
It would conserve the wa "er in the reservoirs at the 
great ~e th and give least losses. by evapora,ion." . ; 

After stating "The oonstructi.on of El Capitan as a 

Separate unit would be the most expensive development upon the 
river", he suggests an ingenious scheme, not of reducing the cost 
of the dam, but of increasing its reservoir yield. The Council's 
scheme originally was for the Eastwood multiple arch dam, whioh 

4. 

contains leas concrete than other type of dam, and later they 
shifted to the Jorgenson constant angle single arah dam. And now 
they finally approve the most expensive type of dam it ls possible 

• 



to build - the solid concrete gr v1ty dam. So that now the 
question arises, is the Rhodes scheme feasible of increasing 
the ~l Capitan yield by hooking the reservoir up to one at San 
Vicente with a five foot pipe line?~ 

A detailed study based on the data contained in the Savage 
renort shows that the joint operation of a 119,000 ac. ft. ... 
reservoir at San Vicente and a 122,000 ac. ft. reservoir at El 
Capitan by a five foot connecting pipe conserving a reasonable 
portion of the s:pills at Bl Capitan, would give a safe yield 
of 18.3 million gallons daily. The total spill shown in the 
Savage report at El Capitan is 274,000 ac. ft., and it was 

• estimated 181,000 ac. ft. of this would have wasted. It was 
assumed the capacity of the pipe line was 125 sac. ft., or 7500 
ac. ft. per month. A yield of 18 m.g.d. for the two reservoirs 
was also obtained by operating El Capitan independently and 

- ..... ing the dam to be high enough to prevent all spills. 
But this yield of 18.3 m.g.d. is with no allowance what-

ever for water for the riparian lands in the forty miles of 
river bottom lands between these dams and the ocean. There 
are over 5000 acres of these privately owned lands under cultiva-
tion at the present time, with two hundred or more pumping plants. 
This means a net irrigation requirement of from 5,000 to 10,000 
ac. ft. annually or from 4.5 to 9 million gallons daily, with 
alio ances made for return water to the ground storage. The 
CUysmaca water Co. as owners of riparian rights acquired when 
the7 built Cuyamaca Dam, have pumped thousands of acre feet during 
dry periods into their flume. With the stream flow of the river 

5. 

bottled up water tight by two big dams, these river bottom lands 
will be left as high and dry as though on top of otay Mesa. The 
natural normal depth to the water ·plane under these lands is from 
8 to 15 ft., but with all replenishment cut off from outside drain-
age areas, this water plane certainly will drop to 15, 20 and 30 
ft. below the surface, which would mean that many of the outlying 
and upper sections would be entirely dry. A hydrograph of the 
San Diego River water plane covering a period of 13 yrs. shows 
wllat happens during one of our dry spells, when the flow of the 
river is reduced to a minimum for several successive years -
there is a continuous descent year after year from the peak of 
the wet season to a point 10 or 15 ft. lower. · The San Vicente 
and El Capitan dame, with no spills and no releases, bottling up 
the river at those points like a jug, would produce a continuous 
and perpetual drought in these river bottom lands, in other words,-
ruining their value as among the best farm lands in the county. 

These land owners cannot be expected to sit idly by while 
being deprived forever of their present cheap water supply. The 
Coronado water co. has been trying for several years to pump 
5 m.g.d. from the Tijuana River bottom, but is blocked by court 
injunction by the riparian owners, although they possess official 
permission to do so from the State Water Commission. Likewise, 
permission from the Federal government to build El Capitan does 
not settle the water rights on ~he San Diego River. The San 
Diego County Water co. years ago at a large expense bought up all 
the riparian rights on he San Luis ~ey River from the daJl to the 
ooean. Before Hodg s J;J.~-- uut ~t was neoessary to ~u.tlll-1tn 

A . I 
the water rights of. the riparian owners below. Although the City 

6. 



• 
• 

of Los Angeles, after a long :tight , won ita suit against the san 
:h1 ernando ranchers, they are now a.at"t:.ally furnishing wa. t er to this 
land, for the good of the whole community. 

In the light of these indisputable faota, it is absurd to 
attempt to turn the entire flow of the san Diego River at the San . 
Vicente and El Capitan damsites into a net safe yield estimate. 
No other engineer ev~r has attempted to do so. Mr. Freeman dwells 
on thia matter at length, and advises that the riparian owners be 
su:yplied with water by direct pipe line from El Capitan. He 
estimates the El ~onte lands alone will require releases of 2 to 4 
m.g.d. Reclamation engineer, John s. Longwell, in hie detailed 
report of Feb ., 1920, estimated that a release of at least 1.6 
m. g.d. would be required for these lands. In addition to these 
requirements \Jill be those for all the district between Lakeside 
end Foster and Lakeside and the ocean. A conservative estimate 
of the total releases from El Capitan and San Vicente to satisfy 
the riparian owners below would be 4 million gallons .daily • 

• 
The yield of these two reservoirs, therefore, would be re-

. 
duced from 18.3 m.g.d. to 14.3 m.g.d. or 2&i% less, with a 
corresponding increase in the cost per thousand gallons of yield. 
Which means that the building of these two dams not only would 
stir up a hornet's neat of lawsuits but would develop water at 
twice ~~e unit expense of the lower Mission Gorge site No. 3. 
\r/ ·V .. J..-
Thls g ge is the o y de~ ater storage gorge in the county -
an eno oua chasm ou out of the Po ay Mesa, an all mean 

be far superior to 

7 • 
e. 

, the City oould start a dam there now and be drawing 
water from it within a year and a half, thus reducing the expense 
by getting early returns on the money invested. Wit~ all the legal 
and construction difficulties with which El Capitan is hampered, 
i~ would be many years before the dam would pay any returns -
thus rnnning the coat of the water up enormously. A 230 or 250 
ft. dam first at Gorge No. 3 site and the other dams later would 
be the safe and wise development of the river. 



f' 

BDI~ 

In a t 1SBI1e of youz- }8pe~ ~:v111 JCioubu mde the 
foll.au~ ataten8lltJ "!l!le reservoir p.eov1decl b~ the bond issue to 
b voted septanber l.Oth does not come·vltbJn a mtle of aide " • 

'lb1a is true, ba.t • lOaubQt is oonoeali~ h publio all tho . 
fnots. 

By build.fng the first unit of llo. a, 0. snW\1]. dam 128 f t • 

high, you flood compJ.etel.y- town o~ sant a"' thJn a mlle of 
!..e.keside. !ehis small dn.m 01'117 has n net safe neld of ab m. 'b 5 
million goJlons a dD.y' - but 1he deadl7 d: 1B dono W11b. this fit-at 

~ 

uni 0~ devaiopment, for the town Of Santee 1B WJ»ed Ottt ana tho 
tar f'l.oods the entire -vnlley to w 1b1n a mtle of Lakeside HcAv• 

• • 
var, this 1s only an entering wedge, far XJauber· lalCJVB thAt 

1 t is tho -intention to re.soe tlat clam o.o~arcl~ to P.reeman •s 8714 • 
Savage's reports, to the ~0 ft. contour, wh!.oh wS]J flood fer a 
half' mJJe eost Of' Lakeside, and 1lQllldate part of tho town of 
:Lakeside; uipe out 3 m!lea af state highWS\9"; 3 ~ 4 mil a of the 

• 

s. D. & A~ 3allroad. as wol.1 as :flood XL ~jon Valley" to rl1 1211n 

spproxfnntel.y a ml:e mJ]e of the City of lq. Ce.3on. 
• !O.oober oaya that 'three sppro.toers aotJ.ng for the o1 ty' 

• 

val.uod the reservoir l.nnds at w846 000. !J!lose appmtaers were 
a,Ppo!nted by 121e oiv of so.n Dl so H cloell not 1181lt1on the 
appr . aa1 made b:r a oOJJJD11itee of p operi;' own~rs ~m. this • 

1000 t ()()0 I the fBlM • v 12lat oitt apprats onJ.7 ln'O -
rre a wol7 ooDVino 4 that • Xlaabets "evapmtat1on • 

~" ill b no mare t TOt 
ce · SSlOD QQr 
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IBTERVIE "/ OF F. lt, mi~ aucl OHARLES ~. OHAHDLER 

Former Uambo~s OitJ Water Commission. , ------ - .._ . 
After nearly tveo 1ears' oareful atudl of tho proposed wator 

devt'lopment on the San Diego River, and having at our oomrmnd 

thoroly competent engineering talent, it waa our opJnion that 

lliesion Dam Bo. 3 should be built bJ the oitJ -- not Ito. 2 aa 

recommended bJ :ur. Freeman,· for the following reasons: 

. o. 2 to the s60' ft. contour, as llo, 3 to the 330 ft. ooirtour 
per oompromise plan, floods floOds 1484 aores. 
3320 sores. 

Bet saf~ yield · · Net safe Jield · 
no. z - 5 .. 000,'000 gallons dnilJ uo. 3 -- '1,'10§ .. 000 gallons daily 

Bottom la~d flooded by building 
at Bo. 2 -- 2500 aores. 

Estimated oori of laDle flooded .... 
~ dan ·bu11t at Do. 2 -

,800t'OOO.OO. 
!owns dastroied if dam is buUt 
at site Ho. 2? Santee 

Bottom land flooded ~ bu1ldinm 
at llo. 3 --- 604 aores. J 

, 
Estimated ooat of lands flooded 
by dom bnilt at site Ito. 3 
$650,'000.00. 

!l!owns destrojed 1f dam is built 
at Site Bo. 3?" !lODE 

Freeman's estimate of tho oost of a gravity aroh dam at site 

no. 2 to tho 365 ft. oontour is 1,001,000, while his estimate of 

the oost o:t a dam at site no. · 3 is 14i'10e,ooo. This estimate of 

cost for a gravity aroh dam at lto. 3 1s the "nigger in the woodpile". 

Freemon reports site Do. 3 as the best dameite on the river,· oalls 

site no. a a "oo pasture", yet, beoause he is wadded to the idea 

of a giB 1ty aroh t1Pe of dam, reoommen4s site no. s. 
Definite bids have been made for a multiple U'Oh or 1'84ia1 oone 

tJPe of dam at Bite ITO. 3, to the 330 ft oontoU, tO OOSt eGOOiOOO, 

similar to Lako Hodges and arra, demo. A single aroh tJPG of dam, auoh . 
as 1s buUt bJ tho u~ s. Govarnment, oan be built ~ llission Gorse 
no. 3, to the 330 :foor oontou, t 

• 

• I 

• • 

• 

aoat of lt'2'10,·ooo. ~e highest dam 1n the world, built 'b1 the u. s. 
().. ~ ~ t/.N.J.d.MJ-N • .. 

Shoshone ~am.f lfeight 305 feet, ooat $515,730.00. 
. . 

!he llission Gorge llo. 3 dam would only be 230 feet 1n height 

ant would have as great • or· greater factors of safety than any· gravity 

aroh typ.e that might be btlilt. Jk see no reason for sped:iltg · 
:t 4 '!AA •mg ... _. ; ! flln a gravity aroh t~e of dem in Uiss ion Gorge no. 3 

When . a mAngle aroh type will serve the same purpose at a muoh less 

qost• . 

W.aaion Gorge site llo • 3 is the first plaoe to build on the san 
Diego Rive~: has been approved by u. 11• 0 1 Shsugbnessy, Francis L. 

Bellew; u, .s. Reolamat1on service Engineer: state Engineer w. F. 

HoOlure; oity hydraulic engineer, F. u. Faude; John s. Eastwood; 

L, Jorgensona former San Diego Cit7 engineer, \7. o. Earle and T. H. 

Ktng, ohief engineer for the San Dieguito, La Mesa and Lakeside 
• 

Irrtgat1on Dlstriata. 

!l!he ty Wa er Commission reoommonded tho purohase of the 

Otqamaoa 

tho bui 

filed w 

. 
the condemnation or purob.Boo of Sutherland and 

aaion Gorge Do. 3. ~he day after our report was 

ed tor making that reoomnoendation. HOWEvER, ,fE griLL 

OOJ.WERDATIOB WAS BEST FOR THE CITY'S IIITEREST. We 

that a stake was made tho.t the oity did not follo\v out 
. . 

our r ommenda iona at that t1me. 

l We would further a44 that with the aoquieition of the OtJ3amaoa 
\ 

S,attmi the buil41118 of Fletohar• W.eeibn Gorge no. 3 do.mo, if it 

oou14 be shows that the wator waa not all oonaervad, at a later date 

posa1b1J El Capitan dam should be bnilt • 



• 

• 

. . 
• 

~ building at site Bo. 3 an evaporation losa of 2,'000,'000 

gallons of water a day is saved na oompared to evaporation at 
Ilo. a. 

:By building at W.ssion Gorge Do. 3 the oity oan .save easily . 
1,500,'000 and get 2,'000,000 gallons a da7 ADDITIO!lAL VIATER SUPPLY 

• 

over no. 2. 

WE URGE THAT mE CIT IZEIJS OF SAB DIEGO VOO!E ~llO" ll~ WEDlJE'JDAY • 

o ana o~no4 oltla Lakoal4 ao4 v1o1nltv ool 
at;t ntlon ot tho o114 of Dlooo ahoald aL...--

...,......IIIIIV4 to tbo ooonomlo o:.-Jmo that won14 bo oocml tt bu bulldlnt3 

.... _ ot tho otato o Call omla1o moot procln t onalnoore, 

lnolu4 tho otato -lnoose ot Call am!n, ' O'OboDCbnooav, 
DD4 othoz-o, o~ on roo~4 1n favor of n1to Do -'3 na tho 1oa1oo.1. 

plaoo t~ tbo o Go\tOloPDOnt ot nato on .tho OIJO : ~vor · 

i\1o ml111on GOUono of nato iiBllV till bo onvod 1n 

ovoporo.tton looooo olOno bU bulldlnc; o.t tto no ·a. d1fforonoe 

1D elovntlon wlll bo not to ozaood twcntr foot nbov ooa, lovol 
tlbon both aamn o:-o tulle ., vo~ thoaoM4 ooroo of tho boot 

toxoblo lnn!l 1n ~on nJ.oso count~ \7111 bo oavo4 ~or tM•ble 

ptU'posoo, ODd tho wotor oon bo dovolopod. ot o · 3 nt n mob looo 

ooot on4 onalooo 11 t1l)Gt1Cil ollnlM tod•· 
\1o moh profo%1 cnpltan btl.llt 1n prof onoo to Ikl •. 2. · 

nltho no b llovo tho coot onv not aovolopod nt . Ooplton 

will bo mDtorlo~ arontor po tbouoanll lono, \7hllo Ito B 

boo ovor f!OO o441 tlonol oqnaito olloo of tlatorchod an . OOtl.lXlt'od to 

no a 
o 1nvlto peoplo o Dlo()O ooco to Lni'.oo14o 

bofor alootlon do:!, noptocb lOth, and lnopoo ol t 

ba~ b ploood on tho ocnnt~ oh \71 l lon 
lando tbnt 111 bo ood d lno u4.....,.1 ant o tho 
ot oantG 4 t t Lnkool4o. 

· 01' ~ 0tm lntoroo a, ~ -- 0 
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Comp t elo me t sa o Go g Do.m llo 2 lood ~ mil 

County ghray d t ; also 4 2 mi as S D & A 

R l o d 

(The above to be painted on both s1des ) 
( Make 0 of the ) 

sign painted o both sides ... Big letter's 

This is Mtss·o Gorge Damsite lo , • 

. Look at it. ~., .-. ~ :J-1'"' ~-~ ~~,.,.,....~~ 

1 s · gn painted on otl1 s .des - Big letters . 
~n· is · sion Gorge Damsite 1 o 2 

• 

Look at it.~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~ 

~ 

1 sign inted on both s2dea to be put on L es de bridge 

Complete deve1opment I ·sa· on Gorge Dam Ilo . 2 

will ood par.t of Lakeside and e y /2 

mile east of e e . Pla of dave f o~ods 

acre I B of pave highvay, ~ mile , 

of D & ail.road , 
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o r iloy exist neo asi tat ing the pro t 
I 

velopmen of an t r supply on the San Die o Riv r 
or the Oity of 8 D ego and for La esa, Lemon Grove d Spring 

Valle;, Irr1 tion Distri t, and . 

, ............. s. to a it the outoome of pendi l t1gat1on before 
oomme 1 opm of dd1t1onal ter snpply on said San Dieg 
River ttld be dangerous to he ater aupp~ and general interests 
of both oommunSt1e ~~ 

The following poii1ts are submitted a asis for an 
I 

a~eement fo the ~..u iate development of ater on the San Diego 
River: 

La eaa, Lemon Grove and prt'* Valle.v Irrigatio~ Distriot is to • . 
su t to th voters earliest po sible date 
and 

bond issued for a auffioient sum to purohase th property 
of th · OUJamaoa ater OompaDJ under the terms of the o tion fro 
the· Ouyamaoa 

2 • . . 
~e Diatr1ot r iest pos ible date 

to the oter 1n said D1str1ot a bond issue for a uffio.i nt swn to 
oonstruot a 

1ght from atr 

and peoifio tiona for 

If the en~n 

eet in 

s th Fletoher Sit , p ana 

tent engi!lae 
it ' 



p 

• 

ditional 1~ ...... 

flooded by 

bet een the Distrio 

suoh prioe 111 be f 

at ated pril 5t , 

ll buy ~ 

hioh ill be 

he e ent that the said . 

1 rb1trat1on or 

b·y friendly oondemnation suit in the Courts. . . 

If and hen the bonds 

· ose e 

on ~istriot . or the pur-

__ ., th vot r i thin . 
111 prooeed a ap dlJ 

1 toher Bit • 

, he 0·1 y, at its option, willoommeno oonstruation of dam · . . .. . 

·in th asion GorgB site as soon aa bonds aan be voted or ha 

purpo 
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to 

n e h 

OT 

fro 
rig . , t t e an 

and a ter aid interests 

th diatriot 1 

to the City of ~ 

the fo ,o ing conditions: 

. 
to 

or 

greement b 

anD go and th 

rp tual right · o t e 
. 

River retofo e ---

'1 for 

In t · vent for 

...... "' .. u · ithout 7 

ights of th 

ov 
rt t . y 0 

fo its o 

Di triot quir for its 
onte a ds. 
111 firs aoquire 

• 
San Diego River; 

v be n aoquired, 

nt r d trans~erring 

the San Di _go Rive upo 

een the· City of 

at r · of the San Diego 

b" of this . 
, . 

at ott 

greement 1 understood 

to th. right o the City 

go 

U the 



The 1 riot 

e th r ght to b 

fol o ing: 

ho the City desire, 

d to 

200 f e , 

1 o one aore of ground for o 
. 

and surveys heretofore made. 

Cit 

1st, 92 , the 

Di triot noaaesary 
t El Capitan. 

924, t ·O build 

o oase higher ~h 

oontro a. 

U reoords 

interests at El Capitan, 
; . 

a bove entioned, ·being One Hundred .Fifty Thousaild D~llara ( 150,000) 

(b) urray dam, 

r d ed ts to apPrl'\ ...... [ .. 

urr o the 

00 000 • 
. 
gr 

.................. Distr ot he r ght to 

the dis r 

also pi e line fro 
at San .D e , h p 

tisfaotorJ, g ~ing 

of furnish g 

· to 
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, n ame:t genoy e:{ists eoeas itatin ~J· the rompt 

develonment of lUl - ddition l \'later su ply on the ' un iogo : i vel~ 

for the Cit of ' n Die o nd fo L 

Valley Irrir tion istriot; and 

esa, Lemon rove and pring 

·.IHEREAS, to a\vait the outoome of !Jending liti e.tion before 

commencing develo ment of additional ,.1ater supply on· said San Diego 

:.ivel .. t'10uld be dangerous to the \'later SU1Jply and general interests 
of both communities, 

The follo\1ling points are submitted as a basis for an 

agreement ~or the immediate develo~ment of uater on the an ~iego 

~iver: 

1 . 

La l.!esa, Lemon Grove and pring Valley Irrigation District is 

to submit to the voters of the Distr~o~ et the ea~liest possible date 

a bond issue for a sufficient sum to :purchase the 9roperty of the 

Cuyamaoa ,·/ater Company under the terms of the o~ tion from the 

Cuyan1aca ·1 ter ComJany dated pril 5th, 1924 . 

2 . 

·The District is also to submit at the earliest possible date 

to the voters in s ·d District a bond issue for a sufficient sum to 

construct a dam not to exaeed one hundred and fifty {150) feet in 

height from stream bed, at a site kno\m. as the Fletcher 'ite; lans . 
and suecifioations for suoh dam to be approved by a competent en ineer. 

If the engineer for the Distriot and the engineer for the city oannot 
agree upon the plans and s:peoifioations, then they shall seleot a . 
third competent hydr ulio engineer, and the decision of the third 

sh 11 be final as to the plans and speoifioations for said dam. 

3. 

The istr ot is to transfer to the oi ty, without cost; the 

from the Ou amaoa ~ter Com 



dated pri 5, 1924 from the Cuy m o· ·rater om Wly. 

4. 

The Distl·iot agrees to ... ,ell to tl1e oity t the oity r s option, 

at · y time within a . eriod of one year fro~ date, the land, a_ prox-

imately :t.; our hlmdred (400) ao·rea, ~'lhich the Distl~iot O\'Jns \'Jithin 

the flooded area of ... iasion orge lio . 2 and llo . 3, the prioe to 

be One Hundred housand Dollars ($100,000) or if th t price is not 

satis~aotory the question of value to be left to arbitration in the 

usual manner. 

If and rJhen the bonds Irrigation District for the ur~ose 

are affirmatively voted by the v:oters within the limits of the Dis-

trict. the District \'Jill proceed as rapidly as !)ractioable to con-

struot a dam at the Fletcher nd in any event, the construction 

of said Fletcher ~rl.thin five (5) years from date 

and be oom9leted \Vi thin two ( 2) years there·after. 

In case the City of San Diego should find it advisable to 

recommend immediately the construction of Fletcher dam, the La "'; esa 

Irrigation District agrees so to do, providing the City of ~n Diego 

will ~urohaae sUfficient water, delivered at Eucalyptus eservoir, 

to take care· of the interest on the cost of oonstru·otion, the price 

of the water being ten (10) cents a thousand gallons, said obligation 

of the City to purchase any \"'later from the District to cesse sev~en 

(7) years from date. 

The City, at ita ~option, \'Jill oommenoe the construction of a 

dam at .cil Capitan Iission Go~rge 'ite as soon as bonds are 

voted for that purpose . 

at present developed by 



• 

.· 

divert in the future any nd 11 ~ te • th· t o n be diverted by 

me ns o , ·11e resont di verti · d rna on the outl1 ..:1 orlc t.nd !forth 

ork o the ' Die o _-_.ivel·; 1 o tlu"'u the oonstruotion o· the pro-

_o ,ed i\letoher dut.i at the 1letol1er oite, so -a lled, \'lith the right, 

by the oons·truotion of a divertin r dam hot to exceed 15 feet in · 

height, to divert the \1aters of Boulder Creek above 1 orth Fork 

diverting dam into the Fletoher reservoirt 

(The o :paoity of said 'letcher dam not to exoeed 5,600,000,000 

gallons . r he height of. said dam not to exceed 150 feet from stream 

bed.) 

.And the right to the Dist,riot to use the t?ater that may be so 

impounded and diverted as above mentioned for its O\m uses and 

_ ul·poses in perpetuity . 

(b) To use \'lhat water the Distriot requires for its 

needs that may be possible to pump from the El konte sands. 

rovided, hor1ever, that the istrict t?ill first acquire from 

the uyemaca 'later Com any, Ed Fletal1er , et al, all of their l~ight, 

title and interest to the \'latera of the San Diego _~.iver; and after 

said interests last above mentioned have been acquired, the District 

will permit final judgment to be entered transferring to the City 

of uan iego the waters of the 

conditions: 

iver upon the follouing 

hat an agreement be entered into bet\ieen tl1e City o:f 

San Diego and the District granti to the District the 

_er etual right to the use of the waters of the , n Diego 

_ iver as heretofore menti oned in "an and "b" of this 

e. 
In the e ent for any reason the judgment a set out in 

aragraph 7 is not entered, then th·s a eement is understood to be 
# 

of the City or 



as such ri rhts my be f ill lly deterrnined in tlle Qom·ts. 

In t hat o sa, ... e dit tl1e final detarinil ti on in t ho Courts, 

the District shall be . er 1itted to use, in ddition to all the 

w ter r oduoed by t 1e Cuy -n1a.c I tar Com l ny 'w system as at ore sent 

constructed, t he \·1ate1~ if and \Vl1en develooed by a dam not over 150 

feet in hei~ht, constructed by it at the ~ letcher ite, and the 

,, . ter s o.nd ,.:1l1en required from the 1!,1 .. .:onte sands; and in t.'lle 

_ending litic~tion it is determined that the City has the right to 

the '1 ;, tars o.: the an Diego .\iver , then the istriot shall p ay the 

City for s id \•Jatar t he sum of One ~hous nd Dollars ( ;;;1 , 000 . 00) 

er year . 

9 . 

~he District , as a :further condition , aE:,rrees to sell and the 

City shall have tlte right to buy , on or before J t1.a.ry lst, 1925, 

the -o llo\·Jing: 

{a) All the lands controlled by the District necessary 

for the conc.trtlCtion of a dam 160 feet in he i bht at ~1 C lJitan. 

~hould the City desi!e , with in 10 years irom ~_ril 5, l924 , ·to build 

a dam to any height in excess of 160 feet but in no oese higher than 

200 feet, then in that event a deed wil l be given to the additional 

land needed for fl oodage purposes , which s id District controls • 
• .Also one acre o:f' ground for caretaker ' s house, including all records 

. 
and SUl .. veys heretofore made. 

The puroh sa prioe for the entire interests at 1 0 p it n, as 

above mentioned , bein one undred ifty Tl1ousand ollars ( .·jl fiO ,000). 

(b) ·urray ~m, as is , together with the flood e r i hts 

or deeded rights to a~ roximately 220 aoretJ of land ~looded, includ-

ing oal"et ker ' s house, chlorinati on lant, also pipe line from ..... ur~ay 

dam to the easterly city limi ts of ast 'an Di go, tl. e purchase 

prioe bein V4QO , OOO . 

10 . 



the District tl1o i ·11t ·t;o use littrl~ y d Ie n of furni hing 

~ tar u ~ly to the Lemon 'rove sootion t til na ·1 d n\ 1 s bu i t 

by the istriot in 11otllO! lao~ tio11 to t~dco the lluoo of .. : rray dar!l. 

'1is pri\rilego to tl1e i .... tl'iot to tei rnin te Januucy let, 1930. 

fter tl1e tr ns er of .Lttll"l-~Y d , tl1e City o 'ull ie o i to 

fu1·nish rJ-ter to tl1e consumers, at tin1e of tr ns;er, outside the 

City of en ie~o bett1een .. ~'lu"ra;y d m nd the ~ast an · iego city 

linti ts under some e _t.litable al"rs.ngement, unless said lend is in-

cltmed ~ithin the bounda~ries of the La ·asa Irrigation istrict. 

The District reserves the ri ht to transfer '7ithout expense to 
• 

the District , tbJ."u said !. .. t.U"ray dam and pi_e line abO\"'e mentioned , 

any \Vater needed by the Cuyamaoa ."later Com_any to take care of ita 

consumers in Iormal Heights , 'ensington ark nd ~ st ru1 Diego , 

all as ~er the obligation referred to in the o_tion o~ ~pril 5th, 

1924 given by the Cuyamaoa ;rater Como ny to the istl·ict, a copy 

of \"Jhich is herevJith attached . 

It is mutually understoQd and agreed that in o se the ~l Ca~itan 

damsite is purchased by the City then in that c se it is purchased 

subject to the terms nd conditions as outlined in that oert in 

o· t•on dated pril 5, 1924, given to s id District by the Cuy maca 

~1a.ter C~m-oany. 

11. 

The istriot is to transfer any water belonei ~ to the City 

of n Die·o th t the City may' divert from the ~nta Ysabel ~iver, 

said water to be transferred thru the so-oalled Cu mac flume to 

Eucalyptus reservoir, the cost of tr nsferrin- said -r1 ter not to 

exoeed 2 cents thousand the city to · st nd y losses of 

water in t1·anai t, and n agreement fair to 11 n rties in i terest -
to be made l tar on, determininfS \,hat that loss of ·Jatel .. i tr ns t 

is, when, nd ter is to be tr nsferred, 

to aooommodate, so far as ... ass ble 



Ysabel I!iver to tl1e oit~,and dolive1· sur,1e at c'ucul:y·otua reservoir, 

La ..,esa, at nomin 1 fi ure. 

12. 

g ·aer.\ent, n1utul lly s ti i'uotory, tl1e conditions to be \'lorl~ed 

01.1.t by an en ineel' .. ointed by tl1e Oit of an iego und the Dis-

trict, all0\11 ." tl1e City tl1e use of letchel~ d m ~or .the ""torage 

of utherl:md :1ater whenever praotio ble, and on terms and condi-

tions th tare f~ir to . 11 art~es in interest, the det ails to 

be a~reed on later. 

13. 

Any surplus \"later the District may have, the City to he.ve the 

_irst o ... tion to acquire, end paying as a carrying oherge thereon, 

a sum not to exceed five (5) cents a thousand gallons delivered at 

Eucalyptus l'eaervoir, La 1 esa . 

14 • 

. fuen El C pitan dam is built it is mutually understood and 

agreed that the rights of the District to pump nater from the El 
. 

~ante sands will be fully protected, it being understood end a eed 

that the District shall make no claim for damages or olaim for any 

additional sup_ly of \1 tar from the City until such time as the 

DistriQt shall by the operation of ita pum~ing nlant lower the water 

level to, at least, 60 feet below stream bed at its pumping ulants. 

In the event that an agreement cannot be reached betneen the ~rties 

hereto as to the terms for the protection of tl1e District 1 s ri hts, 

then this question, as well as any other matters in dispute ert in-

ing to this agreement,shall be arrived at by the usu 1 prooedure of 

arbitrat19n, and any decision of the Board of rbitrator shall be 

final and binding upon all parties in interest. 
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PAP RS ON , 4 M I N RGE E CT ON ASS MB ED BY LETCHER FOR 
WATER HISTORY 
F o the p p rs of Ed Fl cher, the fo lowin_ letteYs wer 
Yem ~ v d t~ th 1 h b ti, d coyrespondence files: 

BACON J~hn L~ ~ t e C am er of Co merce, 6/10/24 
BARNSON, Stephen, 9/1 /24 
DOWEL , E. • 

Fletcher tc o~well, 7/2/24 
Dowe 1 to Fletcher, 8/15/24 

ASTWOOD t~ F etcher, 7/17/24 
letcher to ERVAST, Andrew, 9/16/24 

FRE PIAN, Jahn R. 
Fletcher to Freeman, 5/20/24 
Fyeeman t FletcheY, 5/24/24 

Fl t heY to GOTT SBUR N, A L , 10/29/24 
Fletcher to HA LEY, J.H., 7/16/24 
Fl - t r H i bron, Fred, 2/28/24 
Fletcher to J HNSON, A P , 6/12/24 
KING, Thos. H. 

King to Halley, Stearns, Stern, McClure, HeilbYon, 
Stewa~t, Weit2el, Held, Brus hi, Klaub r, 
Thompson, White, 10/18/24 

K · n , t letcher, 12/5/24 
LAUBER, Melville 

Hillyer to Klauber, 6/12/24 
Klauber to Dowell, 8/14/24 

KLUEGA , H.A. 
K uegal to State of CalifoYnia, 9/6/22 
Kluegal to FletcheY, 9/21/22 

Fletcher to KUEHNSTED, H K , 9/2/24 
MACMU LEN, Jam s 

Mathews to Macmullen, 5/10/1924 
F etcher to Macmullen, 6/6/24 

letcher to MAYOR ~ CITY COUNCIL, no date 
MAY ·HOFER, A.V 

Mayrhoffer to Spreckles, Claus, 7/8/24 
Mayr offer to Editor, San Diego SJn, 8/26/24 
Mayrhoffer to Var·ous SO Newspapers 

PORTER, E.W. 
Porter to Fletcher, 11/2/23 
Fletcher to Porter, [2 lett rsl 11/13/23, 11/14/23 

RH , r d A. 
FletcheY to Rhodes, [6 lettersJ 7/1/2 , 7/11/24, 

7/15/24, 9/2/24, 9/16/24, 9/30/2 
.. Conference With Rhodes and Fl tcher, .. 9/28/24 

etcher to SCHLINK, E.H.CPYe ., Ramona Chamb r ~f 
Commerce), 9/2/24 

SPRECKElS, Claus 
Fletcher to Spreckels, E7 et ersJ 6/12/24, 6/1 /2 , 

7/11/24, 7/16/24, 9/2/24, 10/25/2 , 11/4/24 
Spreckels to Fletcher, 10/31/2 
Spree e t M eMu en , James, Cedito~ SD Union>, 

10/ /24 



ST N, C F 
1 c r ter , [ letters 4/16/24, 7/1/24, 

10/'16/24, 1)/~1/ ·· cl, 12/19/24 
THOJ"tl Jack 

h r to Th~mps n, 4 letters, 6/3/24, 7/ /24 
7/11/~4, 7/17/~4 

Th mp n o Stern 7/?4/ 4 
WAUGHT, J.T. t~ Thomps~n, 4/24/24 
WE TZEL, Harry K. 

we · t 1 to Fletcher, 10/6/24 
Fl t her to Weit~e , 10/2/24, 5/30/24 
Conversation between Weitzel and Fletcher, 11/19/24, 
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