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COPY Q'!i' LETTER PRO •JEISSKOPF TO BLACKETT. EJIGLA-·D, 

Victor eis~kopf 
University of Rochester 

Dear lackett, 

~CH 1939 

I hope you were not too .. uch upset about y telef!;ram but I 
b lieve that you realize the bra t danger which would arise, if one 
really could ~onstruct a bomb with uranium. the probebil•ty that 
this is possible might be small. but the product of the probability 
with the graveness of the consequences is hi6h • 

I enclose hare !'irst a letter which Szll aru has 
written to JoHot Febr. 2 . Joliet has not answered this letter ana 
we do not know Joliet's attitude to the hole situation after his 
recent publication. I have sent to .Ual ban a similar telegran. as to 
you urging him to cooperate . 

Further I enclose a note which Szilard has sent to 
Physical Review but the publication of which is being elayea. 'l'here 
are other pa1~erR fr01 Colu:nbia ,sent in ana kept back, which could be 
sent to you if the cooperation begins to work. I am also enclosing e. 
letter 1'ron1 Szilard to myself hioh gives you further d.ote.ils e. bout 
his OXf eriments . 

I would like tell you how far the cooperation here for 
elaying "dangerous" manuscripts has developed so fur . . e know thut 

the .,roup around Tuve is now willinz; to cooperate . Lawrence is coming 
here on April 3rd. an ,.,e shs.ll aiscuss the matter vdth him then. 
Tate (editor of Phys. Rev.) is being approached and it is sugg sted that 
authors who may send in "lanuscripta concerninG "dangerous" neutron 
e~issions be udvised to com:~unicate with us . -e shall send you a 
cable when a definite procedure has been uecided upon in connection 
with ·:~hys • Rev. 

lruch love to your f'arr.ily . 

Ver,v truly yours 
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Viator Weisskopr 

U1iversit.y olf/ Rochester 

'•· . , . . - r t • 

. ' . . 

I bope you we·i·e riot too much upset about my t'elegram 

But I believe that you rea1'1z-e· tl'10 tl"EHrt danger which wo'ul ·a:r1se, !£' 

o:ae ·really o.oua.~ . oonatx·uct !'~ bomb v11 th uranium. The pr<!>bt\1. bill ty that 

this is pogs lble nr1~ii ·t b>e slt\Sll, but the prbthH!ll o'f tne · t)robe bill ty 

Wit.h t \h(:j •gravene S of' t.rie conse·qU~f.iC I:'S i~\ ' htgh .. 

' ' • t.; '· " :r et}:elose u<~:t't-1 fl'r~t e l ettf.r- · wh.icb Sciltrd bPJt • 

written to iol1o·t 1 li'ebr. E. Jol'i·ot ''ha!"li not · ~ul3'('(e:red ·'this letter n.rid~we 

do not k.no~-v Jolio·ts attitu-..:ie to the wnol · sltu&ti.Qn . t;ft~r 11 !:. recent 

publication • .t bttve $(;!Ot r.o fi:rt.lh n P si:t'll11Dr toleg1·~m ~.:1 to you t.u·~i.ng 

him to· cooperate • 
. . 

1 I '• l 

Phys10l•l .Review 'but the publio~t:1on of. which 1$ being del.syad. n1e.re 

~ :re other papers n~·om Col:uwbia sent in and .. kt.ept back,. whicb cou1a be 

sent tG'you 1 f the cooper a ticn begiil;.:; to work. : I a.m ~t t.so enc losin& a 

lac·tcr f.rrom ScHla:r~ 't'o myself . v hteh glv-es you f'urt'.be;r ~etails ·a 'bout 
. ' ' ,. .• •!. ~ .. l ' 

I WO'Ul·. li11:e tell :..rou ho<i tE. ' r the cooperation hare for 

;,lelay1ng " · angerous" manu:~ c:t:1pt s · l'i6s~ ,1evel.opecj so i~a.r; · ·e know th t the 

gToup aroun ~ Tuve 1s now willing tc cooper;.tte. Lawrence is cornin ~ here 

on A.pt·1l i1rd. an·J we ~ha 11 discuss the ma "'t.,.r with him then. 'l'a tc 

(e<;. ltol· of Phys. Rev.) i & beine a 1Jpt·ot:hotu~d .:~n. it. i~ suemested tna.t 

authors who may sen. in reanu~oripts cone rn1nb " .·acgci'ousn n utron 

c. 



em1;.) s 1ons be t.1dv1s@d to cota!ilunicate 'Uitl u.,. 'fie 3h .. ll send you a ••il 
ea.Qle "-rb.en a J e1·1n1 ~a proce.~ure ha. ~ bt3-E~ ll ;eeided upon ln oonncto

tion wi ·th Phys • .aev. 

Much love to your f mily. 

Very truly 7ours 

c 
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HANS VON IL.u.BAliT 

COPY • 

Ll RUE GUYJ.iJEMER 
SCEAUX SEINE 

I:larch 31st, 1939 

KINDLY I NFORU JOLIOT THAT PAPERS PtELATING TO SUBJECT OF YOUR JOINT 
NOTE TO NATDllE HAVE BEEN SENT BY VJL~IOUS PHYSICISTS TO PHYSICAL 
PtEVIEW B~ORE PUBLICATION OF YOUR NOTE STOP AUTHORS AGREED HOWEVER 
TO DELAY PUBLICATIO~ FOR REAS03S INDICATED IN SZILARDS LETTER TO 
JOLIOT FEBRU.J\RY SECOND AND THESE PAPERS ARE STILL HSLD UP STOP 
NEWS FROM JOLIOT 1~THER HE IS ;, ILLING SI:TII..ARLY TO DELAY PlDLIC
ATION OF RESULTS Ul\fl'IL FU3.THER NOT ICE WOULD BE \TELCO~IE STOP IT IS 
SUGGESTED THAT PAPERS BE SENT TO PZRIODICALS AS USUAL BUT PRINTING 
BE DELAYED mrmiL IT IS CERTAIN THAT NO HAR~WUL CONSE~UENCES TO BE 
-:i'E..Jhr.rr:D STOP RESULTS WOULD BE COliG1JHICATE IN UANUSCRIPTS TO COOPER
ATING LABORATORIES IN AI~reRICA ENGLAND :?RANCE AND DENHARK STOP 
CO~£!:IU1IICATING BLAC~TT AND DIRAC IN ATTEMPT TO GET COOPERATION OF 
NATURE AND PROCEEDINGS ROYAL SOCIETY STOP PLEASE CABLE \VEISSKOPF 
FI}ill HALL PRINCETON NJ 

I~rch 31st, 1939 

BLACKETT PHYSICS DEPARTMENT VICTORIA UNIVK: SITY MANCiillSTER 

PHYSICISTS HERE HAVE SENT PAPERS TO PHYSICAL REVIEVT ON SUBJECT 
RIDL~TED TO HALBAN JOLIOT LETTER TO NATURE STOP AUTHORS AGPiliED TO 
DELAY PUBLICATION IN VIEW OF REI·mTE BUT NOT NEGLIGIBLE CHANCE 0 :::' 
GRAVE MISUSE IN EUROPE STOP IT IS SUGGESTED THAT PAPERS BE SENT 
TO PERIODICALS AS USUAL BUT PRINTING BE DELAYED mrTIL IT IS CK:RTAIN 
THAT NO HARMFUL CONSZ~UGlTCES TO BE FEr~ STOP RESULTS WOULD BE 
CO]/IMUNICATED IN M:AlJUSCRIPTS TO COOP3RATilifG LABOR.li.TORIES IN AMERICA 
.EN\ILAlW FRANCE AND DENiilARK STOP IS IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO OBTAIN 
COOPERATION 07 NATURE AND PROCEEDINGS ? WIGNER \Vrt iTING DIRAC STOP 
WEISSKOPF §I:-JE HALL PRINCETON NJ 

Bii iil!l@r 80"!~ tv r i, ll.t 
~'P "9!F-i'H¥S:;I-B& OO~lA UNIV ~ 

April 5 1939 

/" )/ 

BIEN RECU LETTRE SZILARD MAIS PAS CABLE ANNOliTCE STOP PROPOSITION 
DU 31 MA....RS TRJi:S RAISONl\f.ABLE l1A IS VI:=J.-TT TROP TARD STOP AVOHS APPRIS 
SEiv'i.AINE DERlHERE l~UE SCI:IDWE SERVICE AVAIT Tf:.JlfORME PRESSE ANERICAINE 
"'J£ FEVRIER SUR TRAVAu.K ROBERTS STOP LETTRE SUIT 
{ JOLIOT HALBAN KOWARSKY 



April 6,1939 

JOLIOT 
COLLEGE DE FRAlTCE PARIS 

REPLYING YOUR CABI.,3; ':IEISSKOPF STOP .ROBERTS PAPERS COUCERNUTG DELAYED 
NEUTRON :ti:!USSIOU VfriiCH IS MUCH Y'!EAKER THAN HE THINKS AUD HARl:LESS 
STOP HO'J3VE:t TUVES GROUP 7TAS TICEN.TLY APPROACHED AHD PROUISE.D 
COOP:sRATIOl'if STOP WE HAVE SO FA."t DELAYED PAPERS I N VIEW OF POSSIBLE 
:~ISUSE IN :EUROPE STOP KI'IDLY CABLE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE \THETHER 
INCLINED SIMILARLY TO DEL~Y YOUR PAPERS 0~, \!liETHER YOU THINK THAT 
\VE SHOULD NO? PUBLISH EVERYTHING STOP 

KINGS CROV~T HOTEL SZILARD 

April 8 , 1939 

NLT VIEISSKOPF 
FINE r~ PRINCETON (NJ) USA 

YOUR SUGGESTION PASSED TO NAT~rtE AND ROYAL ~~0 WILL SURELY COOPERATE 
STOP AWAITING LETTER WITH DETAILS 

BLACKETT 

April 7, 1939 

LC SZILARD 
KijJGSCROYlU HOTEL NY 

- UESTION ETUDIEE SUIS D AVIS MAI:N~ENANT PUBLIER AMITIES 
JOLIOT 
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Dr. v. ~eisskonf 
Princeton, }T • .J,. 

IJear. Weisskopf:-

Hotel :rang ' s Crown 
420 ,est 116th Street 
?lew York City 

Uerch 31st , 1939 

~nolosed you will find two conies of a manuscript which has 
been sent to the Phys ica.l ·{eview sol'!le t ir~e ago and the public:-
ation of which is neing delayed. 

We are at present a.tte'"·lpting to estimate the number of neut-
rons emitted by using a hydrogen- filled ion:i.zation ohn. ber. Our 
prcuent estioato io i:nd p dent of the range of the fisaion pu.rt-
icles as we havf:- calibrated our fission ionization chamber 1hich 
has a thick uraniu;n oxi e coating by moan::> of a thin uranium o: -
ide l&yer. By the '117ay, the flavera.6e 11 r:.:mc;e assumed in our manus-
cript turned out to be too large by factor of more than t wo . On 
t.1e other hand, by reducing the gru:rma ... ray background and thereby 
bein3 able to count s aller ionization pulses the observed number 
of recoils was considerably increased . At this moment ~e can 
only state that the number of neutrons per fission MUltiplied 
by tho average cross section for a collision of a fission neut
ron with respect to a proton is la.r .;;.er than 5 :X l o- 24om2• ·'fie 

are attem:ptin.., to improve this lo~.ver limit a.nd also by observing 
the valocity distribution of the fission neutrons calculate the 
average collision erose section . 



-2-

I expect that within a week v;e shall have a fairly good 

value for the number of neutrons enitted per ·1ssion . As you 

know the problem is also attacked. by experimcnto of a d.ifferent 

ty-pe so thc:'c the resul te of the two methotls will check each other. 

I an enclosing a short memorandum stating ~hat can be said 

at ,!)resent from the poi t of vi.ew in which we a re interested . I 

am also enclosing a copy of a letter sent to Joliot. 

Yours , 



i 'EUORAHDl.ITif 

To the attention of Dr. Weisskopf: 

It can not at present be stated with cert a inty whether or 

not the number of neutrons emi tted per fission under the action 

of slow neutrons is l a rger than one. My feeling however is that 

this number is probably above one as I have the impression that 
"f"U.~./ 

we can still increase the number ol5served(13y further reducing 

the gamma-ray background. 

If the numb~r of neutrons is larger t han one, this does 

not necessarily mean that a chain reaction is possible. If the 

neutrons are slowed down by water there may be enough radiation 

capture of sl ow neutrons i n uranium to stop the chain. Observ-

ations carried out along this line showed so far a slight ex-

cess of neutrons absorption over neutron production, but it is 

quite possible that by chang ing the experimental conditions , for 

instance by increasing the volume of the solution used from 100 

liters to 2-or 300 liters there will be an excess of production 

over absorption in uranium. In any case, explosions produced by 

neutrons slowed dovv.n by water do not seem to be too dangerous. 

It is true that by various engineering tricks such explosions 

could be made much more violent than would seem possible at first 

sight, but the destructive power will stay within bounds. 

As to chain reactions via neutrons which are not slov'led 

down by water, it seems rather likely, though not absolutely 

certain, that most fission neutrons will be slowed down to 
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about 100,000 volts by inelastic collisions in uranium before 

the disappear either through radiation capture or through fis-

sion cap ture. I think there is about an even chance that the ra-

diation capture will stop the chain or that it Tiill not. In any 

case it appears very likely that a fast neutron bomb will be 

too heavy to be carried by aeroplane. It could, however, probably 

easily be carried by boats, and it seems to be possible to de-

vise engineering tricks for setting the reaction off in such a 

way as to cause an explosion the destructive power of which goes 
t. 

e no point in going into ~~._m 

details for the present. 

In view of this situation I believe that,apart from determ-

ining the number of neutrons per fission, our most urgent task 

is to determine the ratio of the cross sections of fission and of 

bx radiative capture ~EX:k:ilCid;)c for neutrons of a few 100,000 

volts energy. We are therefore measuring the fiss~on cross section 
- ~ 

for photo neutrons from radium and beryllium an~also try to meas-

ure the radiative capture cross section for these neutrons. 





5640 Sllis Avenue 

Professor Victor Weisskopf 
Physics Department 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear Weisskopf: 

September 25, 1951 

Enclosed you will find two sets of reprints . 

The one which might interest you most is the paper in 

the Proceedings of the Academy dealing with the Chemo-

stat. 

The paper which is in the form of a dittoed 

manuscript was presented at the Cold Spring Harbor Sym-

posium on Genetics and will appear in this year's volume 

on the Cold Spring Harbor Symposium. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



Ube Ulni"ersitl? of <Ibfcago 
CHICAG O 3 7 . I LLINO I S 

tnstttute of 1RaNobto!og)2 ant! lStopb)2stcs 

cl J.o 

y 

I 

W/ 
CC.1 • J. mum. 

..J . K. .Al.lison 
J. E. tr1 r 
Paul A. \ .. ois 

, 



5650 Ellis Avenue 

Professor Victor ·""eisskopf 
Physics Department 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear eisskopf: 

October 4, 1951 

I have a copy of your letter to Paul eiss. In 

the meantime you will have reoei ved my letter explaining 

that Paul eiss will not be in a position to give any in.forma-

tion beccluse of his official connection with the Government. 

I havo also written to ;y"Ou that the Law Review of the University 

of Chicago is anrlous to havo an article by you on the subject . 

From bore on you mi(!.,ht as well coiTespond with them directly, 

although I would appreciate receivin~ a copy of your letters. 

Tho man on the staff of the Law Review who called me was Mr. 

Herzel, and the address of the La1r Review is Law Building, 

The University of Chicago, Chicago 37, Illinois. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

113/sds 



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
CAMBRIDG E 39, MASSACH USETTS 

October 9, 1951 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics 
The University of Chica~o 
5650 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 17, Illinois 

Dear Leo: 

I have received your letters and the one 
from Paul ~eiss. He seems to be very strongly opposed 
to any publicity in the visa cases. I assume you 
don't agree with him, neither do I . However, I would 
like to know his reasons, but his letter i s fornulated 
in a way that I do not dare to ask him personally; 
maybe you do know his reasons. 

I intend to write a piece on the visa prob
lem, but I think that the Law Review is not the right 
place to publish it. : feel that such a thing, in 
order to be effective, should get somewhat wider 
publicity. I therefore intend to send it to ATL~NTIC 
1WNTHLY, if I ever get it done. 

~ith best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Vil 
Victor F. Weisskopf 

VFW:cas 



,· 

5650 Ellis Avenue 

Dr. Victor F. • eisskopf 
Physics Department 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts 

Dear Vild.: 

October 25, 1951 

I talked to Paul Weiss yesterday to find out wby he 

would be opposed to publicity in th..c visa cases. It seems 

that his only concern was t hat if any protests are made they 

should be rnade by natural born Americans rather than by 

naturalized citizens. Since I believe what is needed is not so 

much a protest as a statement of the facts, I doubt whether his 

point of view is relevant to the case. 

Have you seen the last issue of Colliers which deals 

with the Third World War? I believe it is quite important that 

you should thumb through it even though you may not wish to read 

most of the details . The fact that this issue could be published 

deserves, it seems to me, some thoughtful interpretation. 

Sincerely, 

Lao Szilar d 

113/sds 



MASSACHUSETTS INST ITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

CAMBRIDGE 39 , MASSACHUSETTS 

f'arch 24 , 1952 

Dr . L . Szilard 
Instit te of Nucl~ar Sturies 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 1~, Illinois 

Dear Leo: 

The first approach throurh 'lr. Cabot rva s 
not successful . ~e hirrs~l~ ~as vary intPrestPd in 
it and t ried to contnct ~·r . '"inot "Nh o is the P"eneral 
secretary of Saltonstall, and here are a couple of 
paragraphs ~rom his letter to Cahot as quoted from 
Cabot to IPe . 

11 This will ac1rnoNledge your l.:.= tter of 
~arch 4th concerning Profes sor · elsskoo~ and ~is 
associa t es . I would be glad to tal~ to the 
fen tlemen but I do not kno·J jnst wha t f!OOd it 
would do at the ITO~Prt . 

11 There is an orrnibus irrmigratiC'n bill 
wt--i ch is no,·r on the Senate Calenc'lar that has been 
worke(l out by th e SPnate J u~iciary co~mittee 
over a o riod of years . I am enclosing a copy 
of this bi ll in case Pro~essor ~eisskopf would 
care to go over it and let us lrno·rv what his 
oninion o~ it is as to whet~er it answer s in 
any way the questions wh ich he rais~s and wha t 
am0ndmen ts he believ~ s s hould be propos ed and 
the reasons there~orP . 11 

As to the second para[!raoh , I wonder whether 
you have peopl e in Chicago who coulc'l do or are doing 
such a study . ro you know o~ anybody who Nould be 
able to give constructive advice" l~ybe, this is 
a way to do so~P thing about the bill . I ar sure 
you have a copy of i t . Its name is 8 . 2550 , Peport 
!ll o . 11 1~ . Let rre kno'~' soon about this . 1'I i th test 
regards . 

Yours sincerely, 

Victor F . weisskopf 
VFW: cas 
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:::Jr. V. ·: ci::: f,,.;:opf 
64 Gray Street 
Arlinr;ton, ~ass . 

::-Jea.r ~·:eisskop , 

november 29 , 1952 

Enclosed I aia returning a letter from '.:eissber;:; vrhich 

you sent ~ne . I do not know .. nether Sydney Hook's acthd.tics, well meant 

as they arc , e.ctually accomplish anything good. '.d•e meetinr; in P.amburg 

is supposed to be a biG demonstration rather t.ban a meeting devoted t.o 

the search for the tru.th; therefore it seems t o me doubt~'ul that many 

scien!Jists of quality will be eager to go . This is just my first 

reaction for what it is worth. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
Enclosure 

LS/llt 



Dr. Victor Weisskop· 
C3RN 
Geneve 151 Aeroport 
S\"li tzerland 

Dear Weisskopf, 

August 5, 1957 

You mentioned to me the name of a man who 
you suggested th t I meet when an occasion arises, 1ho a 
iorkin with x fU111k n, and rho you told me w s a man o 
ideas of a conc•truc,ive sort. I thought I made a nota of h s 
name but it seems I have lost it . Could you drop me a line 
giving me his full name and address? 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szil rd 

m 
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ORGANISATION EUROPEENNE POUR LA RECHERCHE NUCLEAIRE 

CERN EURO.PEAN ORGANIZATION FOR NUCLEAR RESEARCH 

T616phone : 34 20 50 (10 !Ignes) 
32 00 40 (10 !i gnes) 

Tel6gramme : CERNLAB-GEN~VE 

Telex : GENNE - 2 25 48 

Adresser Ia correspondance : 

CERN Geneva 23 

Votre r8f8rance : 

Noire rollerence :CERN/ 8 514 

Dear Profess or Szilard, 

Jrofessor Leo Szilard 
1155, East 57th Street 

CHICAGO - 37 
Illinois 

Meyrin-Geneve, le 20 May , 1963 

I should like to confirm that the Second J!eeting on an 
International Laboratory of Molecular Biology in Europe will be 
held on 28 June , 1963, at CERN . 

The meeting will start at 10 a . m. in my conference room 
(2nd floor , Administration Building) , and I very much hope that you 
will be able to join me for lunch on that occasion. 

Needless to say that , if your I nstitute cannot bear your 
t r avel expenses, CERN will be glad to reimburse them . 

Very sincerely your s , 

Victor F . Weisskopf 
Dire or - General . 



Dr. Vietor Weisskop£ 
Director General 
CERN 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Weisskop£: 

June 7, 1963 

Sometime ago, I had a correspondence with Weizsaeeker about the 
possibility of settiQg up a biological laboratory in Geneva, and his 
response was very positive. I believe that you have copies of the 
exchanged letters in your file. It is conceivable that one might get 
the Volkswagenstiftung, which has t2S million a year to spend, interested 
in this problem, and this is a m tter i.n which Weizsaeeker could be of 
great help. 

In these circumstances, 1 wonder whether you might not be able to 
prevail upon him to attend your meeting at the end of the month. 

I have received your letter and I plan to be there. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



.June 17, 1963 

a European laboratory for biolou in Gmeva. 

poaaibUJ.ty and offered to do whatevft' la necua.ny to get the French Govei'UIIeot 

tntereated tn the p~oject. 

lie will be tu ~·• from July 16th until the 22n<l ad poaaibly until tbe 25th. 

8e offered to arranae for me t"o see Maecbal (Deleaue General, Recherche Selentt.ff.que 

et: Technique), P:t.aaniol (the fol'IQer hlegue General) an4 alao Palewlky. He said ~bat 

it would probably be poaatl>le for me to eet Marecb41 f.n Chamontx between July 14th 

&Dd 20th. 

I told Dr. eoum.nct tlutt I shall write htm, •fter the ~tills of June 23th 1ft 

Gelteva, at ltie !lev York addrua. 1361 Kadtaon Avfll\ue, New Y«nk. 

Sf.n,ce it 1• probably true that nobody ta a prophet in hia own country, l am 

perfectly wt'111ng to see in lana whoever Dr. CoUll'l\llnd W&ftta •• to aee, if thS.e t• 

•--• actriaab1e. I • inclined to think that thereafter 110mebocly frca &naland, 

eit"r Rendrew or Wad4tllatont ought to take over and maintain coatact tdtb the 

rreach t.ttab11ataent". 

We cart diaeuaa all tht• at the Gaeva 11eet1aa Gn June 28th. At tllat time ve can 

alao dtacuaa whether perhapa Monod ought to eatablt.sb and to 1Uinta1n contact with the 

l~itiah eov.rn.ent. 

Counwnd ta viaitina Paris three times a year. His addnas ia Part• is care of 

l>f'. kuvqe. 20 JUe Vaneau. Paru 78
• telephone: lnvaU.de• 14•38. As lons •• he is 

uC1Uott to carry the ball perhaps it would be be.•t to cha~1 ev•rythina through him. 

We can discuss this issue on June 28th. 

., 



Professor Victor Weiaskopf 
Director General 
CERN 
Geneva,- Switzerland 

Dear Weisskopf: 

.June 18,- 1963 

I have a private- eoamuniC4tion frOID a friend who is with the 

Volkswagenstiftuag advising me 'that 1ft bit~ opinion the Volkswagen• 

atiftung might be induced to eontTibute to the initial coat of the 
./ building. but not to current co.-t of malntalnan:ce. I have entre 

to the General Secretary of the Foundation,- Mr. Gambke, W:lo read the 

VOICE OF nm DOLPHINS and I understand that he would be very much 

interested in discussing the matter with mel~ Keadrew and also 

Weizsaecker. if Weizaaecker is interested. My friend suggests that 

we ought to involve Delbruek also because of his contacts with the 

FoundattCJll. Accordingly. if Delbruek is generally sympathetic to 

ehe proje:ct, I would suggest that you try to ge~ him to attend the 

June 28th meeting. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



b a -lOr.tllldiD -~ 1 ·Pft•JOI• tD 

...... wt.tla ,.. •• - ... 

cu ~ d Old' eeetf.'oa of 

, 



Professor Victor Weisskopf 
Director General 
CERN 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Dear Vickie: 

May 7, 1964 

Enclosed is a preprint which might interest you. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:jm 

Enclosure 



/ 

d-: ot barwlao meeaage wlilb. 
tnuwnlttod u • ful l-rate 

commonfeatloo. R • • • WHITK 
l'ltUID&HT 

NKWCON8 CARLTON 
CHAi ftMAN Of' TN& .OAAD 

.J . C . WILLaV&R 
nUT V1C:I:•I'fll&eiOI:NT 

r 

______________ 19_ 

1tAJfV30RIP'f8 'fO COOPERA'i'ING LAEOR2~TOR!E8 IN AMEI.llOA ENGLAND lrRJ.ltCij AND 

· UISSKOP7 FlliE HALL l'Rli1GETOY lt1 

1207-A 
' 

.JCLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED\ 
CHECK 

DOMESTIC CAaL.& WESTE RN TELEG RAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN. 

NJGHT NIGHT 

UNI ON M ESSAGE LETTER 

NIG/iT SHIP 
'LETTER RAD IOGRAM TIME FIL.EO 

Pat:rona abould check c:laas of Ml"'"rlat 
deatm; otbenrloe meual!'l wi ll be 

t:nmomlttod a.o. f ul l-rate A . II . WHITIE NEWCOM. CARLTON .J . C . WILLaVIUt 
commu nieatioo. 

I' .. E .IOK.N T CHAIRMAN OP' TH. IIOAIRD PUU:T ·v•ca~rft&•toi:HT 

-----:------------19 __ 

To ~ VOU 1IAJ.J3AN 

Street and No. ___ ..,.l.,.llt.....!R~T~1E"""....:::!G_,UYl==·~IC',_·=r.::=''R=------'---~-----------------:-

-P~c~e-~S=C=El='~=UX~~S=E~I=~=~~----~-------------~ 

KI NDLY IllFQlru: JOLlO'!' TH.AT I>.~ EHS RS:LATDTG TO b\J:DJECT OF' YOUR J QijJT ~TOTB 

TO NATURE HAVE :BE.:i.'N SI(.JT DY VA..T'I.I OUS PHYSIC I STS TO PllYSICJJ., RZVI:.~\1 BE:D'...Q.B,i 

PUBLICAT ION 0~ YOUR NOTE STOP 

FOR REASONS TIIDICATI.m IN SZ ILl'J.UlS LETTE~ TO JOLIOT l!"EB:\UARY o.~...!.COlllJU AHD 

THESE PAPERD ARE S'l' ILL HELD UP S~OP N..S'1S ~"RO:Jf JOLIOT ~~HETHEll u... IS 

WI LL I NG SI"JILARLY TO D..~Y J?UBLICL.TION 0 '"' 3T:SULTS trr.I.'II. 1."URTIIE3 1IOTICE 

Scnder'1 addreu 
for refucnu 

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING 
QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE. 

Sender'• telephone 
numhu 



HAllS VON li.AlJHJB 11 .. ' U'll. 

KI ~!>LY 1 Fv . 

s:.,'"BJT.CT OF '"0~ JOINT · OT£ TO N.J 'XURh H V: :aE£N 

S:UT BY VARIOUS THYSICISTS 'i'O PHYSICAL IX 

P\f.Bl.ICATIOli O:F YO x NOT£ STOP AUTHO S 

UIDLCJ.L...D DT 3CillARDS U.'l''I 

stCOliD Al."D T~ f U' .. , S till 

l \ S FR011
· JOJ..IOT WHL Tm.R IS lll.I G 

. ll Flli 'l'H.LR 

THAT Jl A.T'EJ.i.S F'" SJf.NT 

B.E m lJ) UP JBTIL IT 

TO f ...... IOJJIC i.l. 3 Js;.JAL .BUT 

IS .6r4TA1 Till 7 NO Hl\R. IJ..L 

CON-n:r- 'NC:S3 'I'O :BE F.EJJiED uTOF .RESULTS Oi.JLD BE 

COlo'l \miCA .;D I~ MJJ.fJS l ·TS 1'0 COOF.WlATIBG 

L.ABO; ATO II.$ IN . AUJ.R II<.\ }..NGJ...AID) FRANCI. AB DLNUiutK 

S'IO- CO~l.WlCA:LlNG BL'i.CKE TT AliD Dlrt.A.C IN AT'.O:;l.n?T 

'rO <Th T COO ·~ lt.TIOli OF ' ... ~. W:\1. i 

SOC I T.Y S !'OP :: 1.L ,._, ' CAB 

.... I3SKOIF 

l"Ilill HALL T:.- INCJ. TOll liJ' 



4 

HANS VON HALBAN 11 

SCEAUX SLHlJ!: 

KI NDLY I NFO vi JOliO T THAT P PERS RELATING TO 

' 
SUBJECT OF YOUH JOINT NOTE TO NATUilli HAVE BEEN 

SENT BY VARIOUS rHYSICISTS TO PHYS ICAL REVIEW 

BEFORE PUBLICATION OF YOUR NOTE STOP AUTHORS 

AGREED Ho~mVER TO DELAY PUBliCATION FO~ REASONS 

I1TDICATED IN 5-r .flA J)jLETTER T J OliOT FEBRUARY 
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TO DELAY PUBLI CATION OF RESUL TS UNTIL FURTHBR 

NOTI CE .!OULD BE WELCOME STOP IT I S SUGL1~STED 

THAT PAJ'H-.::RS BE SENT TO P.GRIODICALS AS LISJAL BUT 
p f.. 1 A/ r-1 tV(;. 1$ r !'. 1- L. _,-q ~ r:: t:J .,. 
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CO NSE 0 UENCES TO BE FEARED STOP RESULTS WOULD BE 

c m n UNICATED IN 11 ANUS CRIPTS TO COOPERATING 

LABORATORIES I N All.ER I~A E1WlAND FRANCE AND DI:,NMARK 

STOP COHMUNICATING BLACKE TT AND DIRAC IN ATTEMPT 

TO GET COOPERATION OF NATURE ~v PRO~hEDINGS ROYAL 

SOCIETY STOP PlEASE CABI.Ji; 

1NE I SSKOFF 

FINE HALL PRINCETON NJ 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER 

College of Arts and Science 

Rochester, New York 

Department of Physics April 17 

Dear Szilard, 

Thank you for your letter. I hope you telegraphed 

Blackett about the collapse of cooperation. 

I am very curious about the results of your further 

experiments. I will be in Washington Thursday and 

Friday, in New York Saturday and Sunday. The slow 

bomb 1 might not come about according to discussions 

between Teller, Bohr, Bethe and me. 

Best wishes, 

Yours, 

Weisskopf 

Translation from German. 

") 

1/ l ' ~ 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTEB 

College of Arts and Science 

Rochester, New York 

Department of Physics April 17. 

Lieber Szilard, 

Danke fUr Ihren Brief. Sie haben hoffentlich 

Blackett vom Zusammenbruch der Cooperation telegraphisch 

mitgeteilt. 

Ich bin sehr neugierig auf die Resultate Ihrer 

weiteren Versuche. Ich bin Donnerstag u. Freitag in 

Washington, Samstag u. Sonntag in New Y9rk. Die lang-
1 - same Bombe durfte nicht gehen au f Grund von Diskussion 

zwischen Teller, Bohr, Bethe u. mir. 

Herzl. Gruss 

Ihr 

Weisskopf 

Original is handwritten. 

.· 



, 

1. I.e., bomb with slow-neutron chain reaction 

(as in a nuclear reactor), in contrast to one with fast 

neutrons. 
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