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l  N T R O D U C T I O N.

r H O U G H  the following Voyage was chiefly undertaken from

motives of curiofity by Mr. Cox, ¿he fur trade on the North W eft 

Coaft of America was its ultimate objedt; and for thispurpofe, a fine new 

copper-bottomed veflel called the M e r cu r y , of one hundred and fifty- 

two tons burden, was built by that ingenious naval architedt Mr. 

S t a l k a a r t , of Deptford,

T hough this veflel was univerfally allowed to be a moil elegant mo

del, and found to be a very prime failer, fhe was not altogether calculated 

for a voyage of this nature, in the courfe of which it was more than 

probable fhe would have to combat with a great deal of bad weather; as 

fhe was too deep waifted to admit of a good barricade for our people, 

having a tier of ports fore and a ft; and had a remarkable hollow counter 

to give her ftern a handfome rake, the bad effedts of which we experi

enced whenever we had occafion to lay-to, or were at anchor in an open 

roadfted in rough weather, as the fea ufed to ilrike at thofe times, with 

fuch violence under her counter, as to threaten us with immediate de- 

ilruction, by driving in her item-frame, and pooping us : her bottom 

alfo was extremely iharp, fo that had ihe taken the ground, it would have 

been next to impoffible to have got her off again, if ihe had not imme-

diately



diately upfet. Another drcumilan.ee I mail not omit to mention is, 

that we fleered by means of a vertical wheel, which gave us great room 

upon deck, and light below.; but towards the end of the voyage, we 

fuffered fbme inconvenience, owing to the cogs of the fpindle that fit 

into and turn thofe of a wheel by means of which the helm is ihifted, 

being chafed to fuch a degree by the continual friction, that, notwith

standing we kept them conilantly oiled, they were rendered almoíl úfe

le fs : it would therefore be highly neceflary for the captain or mailer of 

any veifel fleered by this method, and deflined for a long voyage, to be 

provided with a fpare fpindle or two, in cafe of accidents.

I am  aware that fome people will fay, What was the end propofed by 

our taking fuch a circuitous route to the place of our deflinatiou, and that 

they cannot conceive our reafons for going to O o n a l a s k a , & c. ? In 

anfwer to this I muff inform them, that I am not altogether acquainted 

with Mr. C o x ’s motives for what he did ; but only underfloodfrom him, 

that as he v/as under an urgent neceffity to go to China, he chofe rather 

to go in his own veifel than in an Indiaman, efpecially as he had a great 

defire to vifit the Hlands in the South Seas ; and I am pretty con

fident his expectations were by no means fanguine of doing any bufinefs 

upon the coafl that feafon, as he well knew he was confiderably too late, 

hut wifhed to be early in China for the veifel to proceed to the North 

W eil Coafl in proper time, the enfuing feafon.

Bu t ,



«Bu t , whether the Voyage anfsvered the immediate end propofed by 

it or not, it cannot but be a pleafing circumftance to Mr. Cox and all 

who were concerned in it, to reflect that it has been produdtive of feveral 

valuable purpofes, and perhaps in no one inftance more than the exploring 

the Ifland of Amfterdam ; for I am already allured that the information 

refpe&ing it, furnilhed by the following Voyage, has induced fome ad

venturers to fit out veflels for the purpofes o f fealing, and the whale* 

fifhery in its vicinity ; and I make very little doubt of their fuccefs, as 

the neighbouring Illand of St. Paul is fuppofed to abound with an equal' 

number of marine animals ; and the whales we faw during our flay at 
Amfterdam, and which were in great abundance, were of the fpermaceti 

kind.

I t  is prefumed alfo, that the account of the Maria Illands, as far as 

they were explored by us, will be found interefting, and afford fome enter

tainment to the curious. And laftly, though not of the lead; importance, 

was our vifit to O t a h e i t e ; whereby I have been enabled to commu

nicate fuch intelligence to the Admiralty refpecting the probable defti- 

nation of the mutineers on board his Majefty’ s fhip Bounty, as, it is hoped, 

will enable Captain E dwards of the P an dora  frigate, fent out ex- 

prefsly for the purpofe of fearching for thefe daring offenders, to bring 

them to that condign punifhment they fo juftly merit.

I s h a l l  make no further apology for publifhing my Narrative ; 

but mud; requeft: the indulgence of my nautical readers with regard

to



to technical terms, as I am confcious I may not have deicribed the 

different fituations we were in, in fo feaman-like a manner as if I had 

been bred to the profeffion. With refpeit to the latitudes and longitudes 

o f places, I have invariably adhered to Mr. C ox’s obfervations.

T he effufions of a grateful heart can be but feebly expreffed by words ; 

I ihall therefore only allure the refpedtable patrons and encouragers of 

this my firit literary adventure, that I feel moil fenfibiy the importance 

of the favour conferred.

G. M,
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O B S E R V A T I O N S  a n d  R E M A R K S
M A D E  D U R I N G  A

V O Y A G E

T 0 T H E

N O R T H  W E S T  C O A S T  O F  A M E R I C A ,  &c.

HA V I N G  laid ill a large ftock o f every neceffary article for a 

long voyage, and being completely prepared for fea, we failed 

from Gravefend on Thurfday the 26th of February 1789, and arrived in 

the Downs the 27th, where we came to an anchor, and put our pilot on 

ihore. Next morning, we weighed anchor and failed from the Downs 

with the wind at North Eaft.

O n the ift of March, we faw the Start bearing North North Eaft, 

diftant eight or nine miles. On the 12th, faw the iflands of Great 

Canary and Teneriffe. At noon, the body of Great Canary bore South 

ten or twelve leagues diftant, and Teneriffe W eft South W eft, thirteen or 

fourteen leagues. In the evening we arrived at Teneriffe, and anchored 

in the road of Sa n t a  C ruz oppoiite the city of that name, in eighteen

B fathoms

1789.
F e b r u a r t

26.
t / Y V

M arch.
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V O Y A G E  T O  T H E

fathoms water, fandy bottom mixed'with mud.. Upon our arrival, we: 

were viiited by the mafter o f the port, who enquired the name of the- 

ihip, from whence fhe came, &c. We. found Commodore Cornwallis, 

riding in the road of Santa Cruz-, in the Crown of fixty-four guns,., 

with the Phoenix, Perfeverance, and Atalanta frigates, bound to the 

Eafl-Indies. As foon as we had anchored, Captain Cox ordered our 

people a dram each ; but though they had been treated with every 

poftible indulgence iince we had failed,, and it. was not eafy to guefs. 

at any caufe for complaint, yet, from fome. unaccountable whim or ca*- 

price, they refufed to take it..

13- I a c c o m p a n ie d  Mr. Cox on ihore, with an intention to pay ourre— 

ipefls. to the Governor ; but not finding him at home, we contented our- 

felves with requeuing Mr. Adams, captain of the port, who had been': 

fo obliging as to accompany us, to inform his Excellency that we had: 

done ourfelves the honour to wait upon him j* and fo ended this cuffo- 

mary etiquette.

t

T E N E R IF F E  is By far the moft confiderable of the Canary Iflands,, 

both as to trade and population, and enjoys in common with them, a moft 

delightful and lalubrious climate : it is computed that forty tnoufand 

pipes of wine are annually made in this ifland, a confiderable part o f 

which they export; the reft is confumed in the ifland, it being the com

mon beverage of the. inhabitants. The TenerifFe wine is palatable and 

wholefome, and poflefles a tolerable good' body, but I believe it will not 

keep any great length of time: this wine forms the principal and al- 

moft only article of their foreign commerce.

T he



T he city of Laguna, formerly the capital of the ifland, is now gone 

to decay, and the city of Santa Cruz takes the lead. Here the Go

vernor-general of the Canary Iflands reiides ; though the biihop’ s 

fee, the courts of judicature, &c. are at the city of Palmas, in Grand 

•Canaria.

T he prefent inhabitants of Teneriffe are Spaniards, the original na

tives being nearly extindt, or fo blended by intermarriages with the 

Spaniards, as not to be diilinguifhed from them. They are in general of 

a very fwarthy complexion ; fome of the ladies, however, who wear veils, 

and feldom ftir out o f the houie till evening, are tolerably fair, being 

icreened from the effedts of the fun : upon the whole, they are a comely 

let of people, well-ihaped, and eafy and eredt in their gait : they are re

markably polite, and you feldom meet a Spaniih officer or gentleman 

who does not touch his hat as you pafs ; nay, the very peafants pay 

each other this mark of refpedt.

S A N T A  C R U Z  makes a pretty appearance, when viewed from the 

Pea, the houfes being white, covered with red tiles, and a few palm-trees 

fcattered among them : it contains ieveral churches and convents, and 

an excellent ftone pier for the convenience of ihipping and landing of 

goods. Clofe to the pier is a pleafant walk, made by the prefent Go

vernor, and planted with trees ; but as he is no favourite with the 

principal part of the inhabitants, they choofe to exprefs their diilike of him 

by not frequenting this walk. There is likewife a very elegant marble 

obeliik at a little diffance from the pier, eredted in honour of an image 

called by the people of Teneriffe, Our Lady of Candelaria; which

B 2 „ image
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image is held in great eiUmation, particularly by the lower clafs; of 

people, who tell many abfurd itories relative to its firil appearance in 

the ifland, the many miracles it has performed, &c. At the top of the 

obeliik is placed the ftatue of Our Lady of Candelaria; and at its bale 

are four well-executed figures reprefenting the ancient kings or princes 

of Teneriffe, each of which has the ihin-bone of a man’s leg in 

his hand. On the four tides of the pedeftal are the following infcrip- 

tions in Spaniih, which a gentleman was fo obliging as to tranllate foe 

Mr. C o x :

E a s t ,

“ A t  the expence and cordial devotion of Don Bartholomew Antonio^ 

“  Montanez, perpetual Governor of the Royal Caftle of the Strand of 

“  Candelaria, in the year of our Lord 1768, the tenth of the pontificate 

“  of our Holy Father Clement XIII. and the ninth of the reign of our 

“  Catholic King Don Carlos III.”

N o r th .

“  Is erected a monument of Chriftian piety, for the eternal memory o f 

“  the wonderful A p p a r it io n  of C a n d e l a r ia  ; which holy image was- 

“  adored in this ifland, by the Gentiles, one hundred and four years before 

“  the preaching of the gofpel.”

W e s t ..

“  T he regal fucceflbrs of Teneriffe crowned with flowers, bearing as 

“  majeftic feeptres the withered ihin-bones of their fathers, reverenced,

“  the
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So u th .

44 T he Chtiilian conquerors implored her fpecial protection of 

“ Teneriffe; the iilanders and their patron-general of all the Canaries 

44 adore it as the image of the Mother of God,, who for men’s redemption 

t<r was made man."

44 the hidden Deity in this holy image; they faw the light of God be- 

44 tween fhades, and they invoked it in all their neceiilties.”

T he interior parts of many of the large houfes in this ifiand refemble 

our ancient inns in England : you enter a large gateway into a fpa- 

cious quadrangle, with a itaireafe and gallery furrounding the court 

leading to the different apartments. Moil of the houfes have balconies,, 

where the inhabitants fit and enjoy the air ; the rooms are unprovided 

with fire-places, they having no occafion for fires but for culinary pur- 

pofes. There is very little fruit at this feafon of the year at Teneriffe ; 

but in the fummer there are plenty of grapes, oranges, lemons, peaches, 

mulberries, almonds, figs, pears, walnuts, &c. with moil of the vege

tables and roots we have in England.

I  t o o k  a ride in company with Mr. Cox to P orto  O r r a t a v a , 

about twenty-five miles from Santa Cruz : we rode on mules, which 

are much better calculated for this country than horfes, the roads 

being in general extremely ileep and craggy. W e aicended fome moun

tains whofe fummits were above the clouds, and found it very wet 

and cold in thefe aerial regions. The country near Porto Orratava 

is much more fertile than in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, and

agreeably



agreeably interfperied with corn-fields and vineyards.: we found the 

Indian tig and aloe growing wild in great plenty and luxuriance, 

and a fpecies of ied lilly, which made a pretty appearance in the 

hedges-, - X

I  m u s t  confefs, the famous P ic  or P ikeof T e n e r i f f e  did not altoge

ther anfwer the expectations I had formed of it, though it is a itupendous 

mountain, and computed to be twelve thoufand three hundred and forty 

feet above the level of the fea : its fummit is covered with fnow, and 

when- refLefted upon by the fun, makes a moil brilliant and beautiful 

appearance ; but what confiderably diminiihes the grandeur of the effeCt 

of this mountain is, the great height of the adjacent ones, feveral 

o f them being not much inferior to the Pic, I had a defire to have 

afcended the Pic, but was informed that it was impracticable at this 

feafon of the year, efpecially as there was more fnow upon it than had 

been remembered for fome years path

O n the 16th, Commodore Cornwallis failed with his fquadron for 

the Eait-Indies.

♦

O n the morning of this day fome of our people, who had before 

ihewn marks of diicontent, openly declared they would proceed no 

farther on the voyage, and refufed to do any work; but in the evening 

they apologized to Captain Cox for their bad behaviour, alledging as an 

excufe, that they were in liquor at the time. Mr. Cox, however, 

thought proper to difcharge from the ihip two men who had been very 

impertinent; one of whom was a very dangerous, feditious fellow, who

had
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Bad told a number of idle ftories to the other feamen, and was in a great 

meafute the caufe of the prefent difturbance. W e did not fuftain any 

lofs of hands by thefe men quitting the fhip, as they were replaced by 

two Portuguefe failors* who came on board juft as we were on the point 

of failing.

O n the 25th, we weighed anchor and failed from TenerifFe, after’ 

having completed the buimefs for which we cams there ; fuch* as 

caulking the fhip, fetting up fome of the rigging afrefh, filling our 

empty water-cafks, getting on board fome wine, &c.- At fix in the 

evening, the Pic bore North W eft, diftant about eight leagues, our 

courfe being South W eft and by South.

O n the 27th-,, we crofted the T ropic of C a n c e r , in 190 W eft' 

longitude..

O n the 30th, we faw the Iiland of B o n a v is t a , bearing W eft one-half 

North, diftant five leagues, and the next day the Iiland of M a y , W eft 

North W eft,, diftant feven or eight leagues.

O n the night of the 6th of April, -we crofted the E q u in o c t ia l  

L in e , in 20° W eft longitude, wind Eaft, with frequent fqualls, and 

thunder and lightning; our courfe South ; the thermometer at 82°.

T he next day was equally fqually, accompanied with heavy ftiowers 

of rain : our third mate ftruck a large porpoife in the morning, and got 

it on board,

O n
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1789. O n the 8th, a boat was hoifted out to try the current, which was

April s. found to fet W eil North W eft, at the rate of five fathoms an hour.

T he weather being very fine on the 20th, with light winds, the 

cutter was hoifted oat and failed againft the ihip, which in the courfe 

of half an hour ihe left confiderably aftern.

O n the 21ft, we crofted the T ropic of C a pr ic o r n , in 29!° W eft 

longitude: the weather was at this time, and had been for feveral days, 

nearly as warm as when we palled the Equator, the thermometer keep

ing, with little variation, at 8o° and 8i°.

A t  noon of the 27th, we were by obfervation in 340 40' South lati

tude, the latitude in which it is ufual for ihips that are bound round 

the C ape of G ood H ope to bear away ; but as our commander meant 

to touch at the Islands of T r is t a n  da C unh.a  to fill up our empty 

water-calks, we continued fteering South Eaft, and South Eaft by South, 

till the evening of the 28th, when we faw the Illands, but at too 

great a diftance to windward for us to fetch them ; we therefore 

fleered Eaft, and bore away for the Cape with a fine breeze from the 

South W eft.

O n the 29th we had a great many Albatrojfes, Pintado, and other 

birds flying about the ihip; and we found the air confiderably cooler 

than it had been for fome days paft, the thermometer being now at 62°.

At
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A t three in the afternoon of the 9th of May we faw the Cape of Good 

Hope, and two fail {landing towards the land : at half pail three, we 

brought to, and haled one of them, a Dutch brig from the Cape. At five, 

the extreme of the Table-land bore North Eail half Eail, diilant fifteen 

leagues ; and at fix next morning, Cape Lagullus bore North Eail by 

Eail. At eleven, we founded in twenty-four fathoms, fand and coral, 

diilant from land three leagues. At noon we ihortened fail and hove-to, 

to fpeak an American brig, the Anthony, from N ew -Yoik, bound to 

Canton. Mr; Cox lent a boat on board the Anthony with fome letters; 

and as foon as {he returned and was hoifled in again, we made fail and pur- 

fued our courfe, {leering South Eail, with a freih breeze from the North 

W eil. In the courfe o f the day we faw feveral gannets, Cape hens, 

and other birds.

T owards evening of the 12th we were becalmed, and had a great 

many whales fwimming about the ihip.

I t being a very fine day on the 15th, and nearly calm, our fmall boat 

was hoiiled out, and we ihot a couple of albatroiies, an ofprey, or 

quebrantahueflbs, and a bird refembling a crow. The largeil of the 

albatroiies meafured ten feet one inch from the tip of one wing to that 

o f the other; and I am informed they are frequently of much 

greater extent; they wanted, in common with the other birds that were 

fhot, the gizzard, and have five joints in their wings, and four in 

their toes. W e had a pye made of the albatroiies, and found them 

very good eating. The ofprey or bone-breaker, ‘ procellaria maxima, ’ has 

a very remarkable beak, which appears as if  it was fraflured, or com-

C pofed
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pofed of feveral different pieces like joints : I fuppofe it to be a bird 

of prey, as we found the legs, wings, and other parts of fmall birds 

in its ftomach..

O n the 21 ft, we had a great number of pintado birds about the fhip r 

* ' thefe elegant little birds are beautifully variegated with black and white

feathers, and fo tame, and eager after food, as to be eaiily caught with 

a fmall hook and line.

A t  half paft one in the afternoon of the 29th, we faw the Ifland of 

A m ster d am , bearing North Eaft by Eaft ; and at half paft eight at night 

came to an anchor with the beft bower on the Eaft fide of the Ifland, 

in twenty-one-fathoms, black land, about a mile from the fhore. As in 

all probability the Mercury is the firft Englifh veil'd that ever anchored, 

at this Ifland, a particular defcription of it may be interefting to the 

curious. ’The only account I have been able to procure of the Ifland 

of Amfterdam, is in Mr. Dalrymple’ s Explanations to his Plans of Ports, 

&c. in which there is a brief extrad from the Journal of one Vla-ming, 

a Dutchman, who viiited it in the year 1697. This account, though 

fhort, is tolerably accurate.

O n the morning of the 30th, I went on ihore with Mr. Cox. We- 

landed in a large bay, or rather bafon, formed and completely iheltered 

from the wind by the furrounding hills. According to Vlaming, there 

was no opening from the fea into this bafom in his time ; at prefent, 

however, there is a narrow channel, acrofs which there is a bar that 

we ftruck upon in going in ; but feme of the people jumping out of the

boat,
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boat, eafily pufhed her over : this indeed is not always to be done, as 

I have iince experienced ; for in'going on ihore with our third mate, we 

ilruck, and the furf breaking at the fame time over the bar with great 

force, the boat was immediately filled, fb that it was with difficulty flic 

was faved.

O n our firil landing, we found the ihore covered with fuch a multi

tude of feals, that we were obliged to difperfe them before we got 

out of the boat; there were befides feveral fea-lions or wolves, of a 

moil enormous fize and tremendous appearance, one of them that 

w e meafured being twenty-one feet in length, and nearly as much in 

circumference. Thefe animals are o f a dirty white, or ilone-colour, 

very inoffenfive, and ib unwieldy and lazy, as not to move at the ap

proach of any one, unlefs attacked ; when they retreated towards the 

fea backwards, with their mouths open and (halting their heads, but 

without making any noife. Some of them were very difficult to k ill; 

for notwithilanding they had received feveral muiket-balls in their heads 

and .down their throats, and were wounded in different parts of the body 

with half pikes, fo that the blood came from them in torrents, yet they 

found means to efcape into the fea ; one of them, however, was killed 

at the firil (hot with a fingle ball, which, 1 fuppofe, penetrated the brain. 

The fea-lions greatly refemble the feal in iliape, and, like them, are fur- 

niihed with four feet or fins ; the two hindermoil of which they fome- 

times .carry ere£t fo as to refemble a tail.

I n the bafon, which is as fmooth as a pond, and thirty fathoms deep 

in the centre, there are a variety of different kinds of fifli, particularly

C  2 feme
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fome beautiful fcarlet perch,, or roek-iilh, of a moil delicious flavour j, 

many of which we caught and boiled in the fpace of a few minutes in 

fome hot iprings we found clofe to the edge of the baibn, fo that you 

might put one foot in cold water, and the other in fealding hot, at the 

fame time. The fiih dreflfed in the above manner were eaten by Mr. 

Cox, myfelf, and feveral of our people ; and afterwards, whenever they 

were fent on ihore fealing, they had nothing to do but provide them- 

felves with a fiihing-line, fome biicuit and water, to infure themfelves 

an excellent repail. W e immerfed the thermometer in one of thefe hot 

fprings, and it rofe almoft inftantaneouily to iS ji-

T he whole liland, which is about four leagues in circumference, is 

covered with a kind of coarfe long grafs or reed, which affords a fine re

treat for the feals. In the Dutchman’s account above-mentioned, he 

fays, there is frefh water at the top of the hills : I cannot tell whether 

this is certain or no, as we were not able to afcend them on account of 

their fteepnefs, and the length of the reeds ; but we could not find any 

in thofe parts that were acceiiible.

W e found this liland by feveral repeated obfervations to1 lie in latitude 

38’ 43' South ; its longitude we made 78° 13' Eail. The thermometer 

was one day fo low as 45% and, during the reft of our flay, from 45 to 54 

degrees. The bank on which we anchored extends- the whole length 

of the eail fide of the liland, and fwarms with fuch an abundance of fiih 

of different kinds, that wre could catch as many in the ipace of half an 

hour as would ferve the whole ihip’s company for feveral meals : they 

w-'ere fo voracious, that the bait was no fooner in the water than they

A feized-
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feized it, and we frequently hauled up two at a time, of eight or nine 

pounds weight each.

It  being very clear early in the morning, we plainly difcerned the 

Ifland of St. Paul’s from the quarter-deck, bearing North North Eaft, 

diftant feventeen leagues.

O n the morning of the 4th the wind blew very frelh, and increafed 

towards the latter part of the day into a ftrong gale from the North Eaft,. 

which rendered our iituation dangerous, and obliged us to cut our cable 

and get to fea as fail: as poflible. As we meant to return to the Ifland' 

again to recover cur anchor and cable, we kept Handing off and on, 

making ihort tacks, and as the weather grew more moderate endea

voured to recover the ftation w7e had before occupied but this we were 

not able to effedl till the afternoon of the 8th, when we again came to 

an anchor, and immediately hoifted out the boats to get the end of the 

cable on board, but were prevented by the fliip’s driving off' the bank, 

which caufed us to heave up the anchor and work to windward during 

the night. In the morning of the ninth,, we ftood in for the Ifland, and 

at three in the afternoon got in the end of the cable we had left behind. 

About feven, we hove-up the anchor, and purfued our voyage with a fa

vourable breeze from the North North Weft,, after having left near our 

landing-place in the bafon, a bottle furrounded by a pile of ftones, con

taining a piece o f parchment with the ihip’s narner that of her com

mander, the date of the year, &c, infcribed upon it, as a memorial of our 

having viiited this Ifland..

W e
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W e procured near a thoufand feals ikins of a very fuperior quality 

while we remained at the Iiland of Amfterdam, befides feveral caiks of 

good oil for our binnacles and other purpofes.

I r  would perhaps anfwer very well, if a veffel were fitted out to the 

Ifland of Amilerdam to colled feals ikins and oil. A temporary building 

might be ereded on fiiore, to boil the blubber of the feals and fea-wolves, 

which would afford abundance of excellent oil. It would likewiie be 

proper to be provided with the neceflary tackle for whaling, as we law 

great numbers of whales, of the fpermaceti kind, while we remained at 

the Iiland. The veflel might proceed to China, where the ikins and oil 

would probably find a good market. For although the Chineie objed to 

fiih oil, they feemed very well pleafed with the iample we brought them 

extracted from feals, and would no doubt give a very good price for it. 

Indeed the oil we procured was remarkably good, very clear, and had 

fcarcely any fmell, at leaff; totally free from that rancid favour attending 

whale-oil.

F kom the morning of the 13th to that of the 15th, we had ilrong 

gales of wind from the Eafi: and North Eaft, accompanied with conftant 

and violent rains and a heavy fea, which obliged us to lie-to twice during 

that time, under a clofe-reefed mainfail and main-ffayfu.l.

O n the 22d, we had a fmart ihower of hail and rain, with hard gales, 

a large fea, and frequent fqualls: we had now for fome days pail felt 

the weather much colder than before ; and on the 23d, the thermometer 

itood at 49°.

A bo u t



A bout four o’clock in the morning, it being very thick and hazy, 

and conceiving ourfelves to be near the land, we hove-to till day-light, 

when we again made fail. It now began to blow very hard, and increafed 

fo much towards evening, that we were obliged to lie-to under clofe- 

reefed main and main-ftayfails during the night : we founded every two 

hours, but could find no bottom, with a line of one hundred and twenty 

fathoms. N ext morning it was more moderate, and we were enabled 

to carry our tnpfails. At half paft ten we defcried the coaft of New 

Holland ; and at noon were about four miles from the iliore. At one in 

the afternoon we were abreaft of the South Weft Cape ; and at two, oft* 

the rock called the Mewftone. A t fix in the evening we entered a deep 

bay, and came to an anchor with the fmall bower in thirteen fathoms, 

coarfe white land, the Mewftone bearing South by Eaft, diftant ten 

miles. Early next morning, a party of us went on iliore in the cutter 

in fearch of water. W e landed about four miles from the {hip, the fusf 

not permitting us to land nearer. W e had fcarce ftepped out of the boat 

before we found a fmall ftream of frefh water, produced, I imagine, by 

the rain deicending from the neighbouring hills, as the whole face of the 

country bore evident traces of there having been a great and recent fall of 

this element. Near the beach, and clofe to the ftream of water, we 

found a fmall hut, or rather hovel, of a circular form, open at the top, 

and rudely conftrudted of branches of trees, and dried leaves, fo as barely 

to a.Tord a ihelter from the inclemency of the weather. Around it were 

fcattered a great quantity of pearl, efcallop, oyfter, and other (hells, which 

had been lately roafted : thefe and ieveral other appearances induced us 

to believe the natives had not long quitted this fpot, and were at no great 

diftance from us. W hile the people were employed in filling fome fmall

water-
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water-cafks we had brought on ihore, the Captain, myfelf, and our fe- 

coud and third mates went to take a view of the country. W e made a 

circuit of about fix miles, and found it agreeably interfperfed with hills 

and vallies. Some of the hills were richly and luxuriantly clothed with 

trees to their very fummits, though many of them were of a great height: 

there were befides a great number of different forts of ihrubs and plants, 

fome of them, no doubt, of ipecies hitherto unknown; but it is to be hoped 

they will not long remain fo ; and that now Government have eftabliihed 

a fettleinent on this Iiland, a perfon properly qualified for the under

taking may be inflructed to examine them; which would not only afford 

a fund of amufement to the botaniil, but moil likely be productive of 

fome valuable acquiiitions to medicine and the art of dyeing.

I n the courfe of our walk, we faw a confiderable quantity o f the dung 

o f fome large animal; and as it feemed quite freih, and we met with it in 

every direction, vve were in hopes of finding fome of them, and iearched 

anion git the underwood and other places where we thought it moil 

likely they might conceal themfelves; but to no purpofe: we were 

equally unfuccefsful in not meeting with any of the natives, though we 

faw traces of them in feveral places..

A  heavy  fea fetting into the bay on the morning of the 5th, we 

hove ihort, and in weighing the anchor the pauls of the windlafs upfet, 

and the cable run out again; by which accident the third mate and one 

o f the people were much bruiied by the winches : vve then endeavoured 

to purchafe the anchor with tackles, but could not fucceed ; fo that 

after feveral ineffectual attempts we were obliged to cut the cable and

make
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make fail, leaving our anchor behind us. W e kept well in with the 

ihore, and at noon the South Cape of N ew  Holland, or Van Diemen’ s 

Land, bore North Eail by Eail, diilant about five leagues. At nine the 

next night, we were abreaft of Tafman’s Head. W e kept working to 

windward all the night of the 7th, fuppofing ourfelves nearly at Adventure 

Bay, where we propofed to anchor to procure a flock of wood, complete 

our watering, See. ; but at day-light found we had got farther to the north

ward than we had imagined, and that we were among the Maria Iflands. 

A t eight in the morning, the fmall boat was hoifled out, and our captain 

went on ihore in her to the South W eil of us in fearchof freih water, but 

returned without having met with any. I afterwards accompanied him and 

our fécond mate in the cutter to an Ifland to the North Eail, where we 

•landed in a deep bay, with a fine white Tandy beach. W e foon found a 

fmall ilream of freih water ; and having founded the bay, and found a 

fufficient .depth of water for the fhip, made a fignal for her to iland in 

and come to an anchor ; which The did about three in the afternoon, in 

four fathoms, fandy bottom. Captain Cox named this Oyiler Bay ; it is 

<paite land-locked, and fheltered from the wind in every direction, with 

a fine clear bottom. It lies in latitude 42* 42' South, and longitude 148° 

25'Eaih

M ost o f our people were now fent on ihore to procure wood and 

water, which we foon found in fufficient plenty : the wood was in as 

great abundance as on the main land : and here were alfo evident marks of 

inhabitants, moil of the large trees being hollowed out by fire, fo as to 

form a ihelter from the weather, and great quantities of ihells heaped 

.about them. I met alfo with a hut fimilar in point of form to that I had

D  before
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before feen on the main, only this was conftrufiled of the bark inftead of 

the leaves and branches of trees. As the bark appeared to be newly peeled 

off, we were in hopes we ihould foon be gratified with a fight of the 

natives : and in this we‘ Were not difappointed ; for the cutter being on 

fhore on the 9th, a fmoke was obferved on the oppofite fide of the bay- 

from that where ihe was ftationed. Our third mate immediately went 

in her towards i t ; and on landing,-faw feveral of them moving off with 

pieces of lighted wood in their hands. He approached them alone and 

unarmed, making every fign of friendfhip his fancy could fuggefi ; but 

though they mimicked his actions exactly, and laughed heartily, he could 

not prevail upon them to fiay r he continued advancing, and they re

treating, till they palled a marih, and he was prevented from going any 

farther.

T he next morning we again faw a fmoke, nearly in the fame direction 

as before, and proceeded as fait as polfible to the fpot. As we approached; 

the ihore, we obferved feveral of the natives about the fire, and walking 

among the trees, fome of them carrying very long poles and pieces o f 

lighted wood in their hands. When they perceived we had landed, and' 

were pretty near them, they began to chatter very loud and walk, away ;• 

upon which we called to them, imitating their noife as well as we could,, 

and had the fatisfaftion to fee them flop at a little diftance from us. Several 

of them having long poles or fpears in their hands, we made figns to- 

them to throw them afide, with which they immediately complied ; and; 

we in return put away our muikets. They now fullered 11s to come fo 

near them as to take fome biicuit, a penknife, and! other trifles from us; 

but they took great care to avoid being touched. Some of them, indeed,

would



wonld not accept of any thing unlefs it was thrown to them ; and the 

whole party kept edging off by degrees. They feemed eager to procure 

every thing they law ; and had a great inclination for our hats Mr. Cox 

gave one of them a fvlk handkerchief; and he threw him in return a fillet 

of ikin that he wore tied round his head. The party which we faw con- 

fiiled of about fourteen or fifteen men and women ; but there were feveral 

more concealed among the trees t they were of a dull black, or duiky co

lour, with woolly heads. M oil of them were of the middle fine ; and, 

though lean, were fquare and mufcular. W e obferved feveral of them 

to be tatowed in a very curious manner, the ikin being raifed fo as to 

form a kind of relief; befides which, their bodies appeared to be daubed 

with a kind of dirty red paint, or earth. They were entirely naked, except 

one man, who had a necklace of fmall iliells, and fome of the women who 

had a kind of cloak or bag thrown over their ihoulders; in which, I fup- 

pofe, they carry their children, and what few moveables they poflefs. 

Upon the whole, they feemed to us to be a timorous, harmlefs race of 

people, and afford a fine piiture o f human nature in its moil rude and 

uncultivated ilate. W e ipent fome time in endeavouring to inipire theie 

poor people with confidence ; but though they appeared to be very 

merry, laughing and mimicking our a ¿lions, and frequently repeating 

the words Warra, Warra, W ai, they kept retiring very fail; and â  

w e imagined they beckoned us to follow them, we attempted it for a 

little while, but foon loil them among the trees.

M r . C ox having returned on board, our firil and third mates and 

m yfelf being willing, ifpoflible, to fee fomething more of thefe lingular 

people, followed the track they had taken as nearly as we could guefs.

D  2 After
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After having walked about a mile, we law a fmoke upon an eminence 

near a bay on the oppoiite iide of the Ifland, and made all the hafte wc' 

could to come up with i t ; but the natives had fled before our arrival : 

poffibly they had been alarmed at the report of our fuzees, as we had fired 

feveral times in the courfe of our walk. W e found they bad kindled a 

large fire, and near it lay feveral little baikets made of ruihes, in which 

were moil of the articles we had given them, carefully tied up together,, 

with a few flints and Hones, and a little dried grafs ; from which cir- 

cumftance I conclude they produce fire by collifion : there were befides, 

three final! buckets for holding o f water, made of a tough kind of fea- 

weed, and fkewered together at the fides: thefe feem to be their whole 

flock of domeftic utenfils; and their only weapon a rude fpear, or lance, 

which is cut or fcraped to a point at one end. Mr. Cox, at the interview 

we had with the natives, made figns to one of them to throw his Ipear, 

which he did, to a confiderable diilance, and with a good deal of force t 

but I cannot conceive them to be a dangerous weapon. After we had 

regaled ourfelves upon fome cold provifion we had brought with us, fit

ting by the fire the natives had juft quitted, we returned, leaving feveral 

articles on the ipot for them, as it was likely they would loon return for 

the things they had left behind in their hurry.

W e found a great number of paroquets in the woods, and a variety o f 

fmall birds ; fome of them of a moft beautiful and delicate plumage : 

there were befides, crows, exaftly like thole we have in England, and 

abundance of fea-fowl ; particularly a large white bird, iomething bigger 

than a fwan, with black tips to its wings, and an enormous-fized beak. 

Moft of thefe birds were very ihy, fo that we conje&ured they were hunted

by



by the natives. Though it was now the depth of winter in this part of 

the world, we found the weather very mild and pleafant, the thermo

meter keeping from 510 to 56° during our flay here. M oil of the large 

trees were in full verdure, and a number of elegant little ihrubs in 

bloflom. The large trees are all of one fpecies, and different from any 

I have feen before ; they have a leaf refembling the willow, are very 

ilraight and lofty, and lome of them gr6w to a great fize. The other trees 

are chiefly of the fir kind ; o f  which' there are fome beautiful varieties. 

I  picked up a large quantity of wild parfley while we remained here, 

which we ate in fallads, and found it very acceptable. W e did not pro

cure any fiih here with our hooks and lines and thought it very extra

ordinary, that though we law fuch a prodigious number of oyfter and 

other ihells fcattered about in every direction, w e could not obtain any 

with the fiih in them : certain it is, that the natives procure them in 

abundance ; but whether by diving for them, or by what other means, 

I cannot fay..

As we had now got a fufficient flock of wood and water on board, and 

were ready for fea, all hands were fent on fhore to waih their linen, and 

amufe themfelves as they thought proper. The next day, the 1 ith, we 

got under weigh, with a light breeze from the North North W eil, and 

failed out of Oyiler Bay by apaflage to the fouthward, oppofte to that by 

which we came in. A t noon, Cape Frederick Henry bore South, diilant 

ten or twelve miles.

O n the 15th, one of our gentlemen iliot a Cape hen, which we made 

into a pye, but found it very indifferent eating. W e had now very fine 

weather, but light winds, fo that We made but fmall progrefs.

O n



O n the 28th, we caught a large {hark, which meafured ten feet in 

length : he was a very powerful, ravenous filh, and broke one hook, and 

wns hooked feveral times with a fe.cond, before he was taken.

In the afternoon, wefaw theliland ofToobouai, bearing North Eall by 

Eail half Eall, diftant about eleven leagues ; and at eight at night palled 

within two miles of it. W e perceived feveral lights on fhore, and fired 

two guns to draw the attention of .the inhabitants; but night prevented 

us from feeing them. W e could perceive a great furf upon the reef, 

which extended a confiderable diilance from the Ilian d, with a heavy 

fwell fetting in upon it. Owing to its being dark, we got much nearer 

this reef than was prudent or fafe; for had it fallen calm, which it feemed 

very likely to do, the fwell would inevitably have driven 11s upon it, as 

the breakers were not a quarter of a mile from us when we wore ihip. 

At nine at night, we crolled the Tropic of Capricorn, in 21 x° Eall 

longitude. In the courfe of the day we law three tropic birds ; the 

thermometer flood at 70°.

A t  fix in the morning of the 12th, we faw the Ifland of Otaheite, 

bearing North W ell by W ell, dillant about twenty-five leagues. At 

eight in the evening, we hove to head from the land till day-break, when 

we made fa il; and feveral canoes came off to us with pigs, bread-fruit, 

&c. Our boats were now hoifled out, and fent a-head to found and tow 

the ihip into Matavia B a y; where we came to an anchor, at one o’clock 

in the afternoon, in fix fathoms, landy bottom.

As



As the Iiland of Otaheite, with moil of the Iflands vifited by us in „J A u g u s t  13.

the South Seas, have already been defcribed in an ample and able -v— J

manner by Captain Cook, and the gentlemen who accompanied him in

his different expeditions, who were properly qualified, and purpofely

fent to obferve the manners and cuftoms of the inhabitants of thefe

remote parts of the world, together with the produce, climate, &c. of

the different places they touched at, any other account would be fuper-

fluous r I ihall therefore content m yfclf with relating the different

occurrences that happened during, our flay at fuch places ; with- any

other matter that may appear new and interefling.

W e had no fooner entered Matavia Bay, than we w ere fo crowded by 

-the natives that we could fcarce move, or hear each other fpeak ; which 

occaiioned our officers ibme trouble in working the ffiip.- Immediately 

after we had come to an anchor, the yards and topmafls were ilruck, the 

fails unbent, and the' ffiip moored in-ffiore with the flream anchor.

There were ieveral chiefs on board among the crowd, who gave them- 

felves a great many airs, and endeavoured to make us believe they were 

men of confiderable rank and' property ; but who in reality, as we foon 

afterwards learnt, were of an inferior clafs of chiefs, without any autho

rity, and with fmall pofleffions. Thefe gentlemen were very eager to 

exchange names with U9, and get into our good graces, forcing their 

cloth and other articles upon u s ; and when offered prefects in return, 

they refuied them, faying their gifts were for tayo, or friendffiip : how

ever, they gave us to underfland' our prefects would be welcome the next 

day. Among our new friends and firft vilitors, was one that we fuon 

diflinguiffied to be of fuperior rank and condition to the rcfl : this was

Poneow,

CO



17 ' 9 '
jiUGUiT IJ.

Poneow, the chief of Matavia ; and as I ihall have frequent occasion to 

mention him hereafter in the courfe o f my narrative, I cannot help ac

knowledging in this place, that we found him by far the moll mild, 

quiet, and beft-difpofed man of all the Otaheitean chiefs. He was truly 

hofpitable ; and we never went to his houfe without being treated with 

the utmoA civility and kindnefs by h im ; added to this, he was free 

from that mean principle of begging every thing which was expofed to

his view, that io much diflinguiihed the other chiefs. Our guefls took
♦

up their abode with us without the leaft ceremony, aiked for combs and

fciflars, and cut and drefled each other’ s hair, admiring themfelves at the

fame time in the looking-glafs. At dinner, they made no fcruple of

helping themfelves the inflant the victuals were placed on1 the table ;

one feizing the head of a large pig, and another a whole quarter. Indeed

thefe people have fuch voracious appetites, that had we not been very
\

quick in helping ourfelves to a fmall portion, we ihould have Hood no 

chance with them : added to their greedinefs, the exceffive heat occa- 

honed by fuch a number o f people collected together in a fmall cabin, 

their difgufting method of eating, and the intolerable fwarms of flies, 

rendered our meals very uncomfortable. Our vifitors, not content with 

peftering us with their company in the day-time, took it into their heads 

to flay on board all n ight; and talked io much, and fo loud., that it was 

impoflible for us to get any fleep,

Our firft enquiries were directed after Omai, the man whom Captain 

Cook brought to England, and who returned with him in his laft voyage ; 

but, notwith{landing we ufed our utmoft diligence to gain any in

formation concerning him, we could- learn little elfe than that he

died



died a natural death, iome time fincc, at the Iiland of Ulietea, his native 

place.

O n the 14th, we were again crowded by a great concourfe o f all 

ranks of the natives, many of whom came purpofely to take up their re- 

iidence with us and lleep on board ; but in this they were difappointed, 

as we fired a gun and cleared the ihip of them at fun-fet; which prailice 

we were obliged to continue during the reft of the time we remained 

there.

O n the 15th, I accompanied the captain onihore, to fee a picture o f I5> 

Captain Cook in oil-colours, left here by that celebrated navigator him- 

felf, and in the poileffion of Poneow, chief of Matavia. O n the back of 

the picture was the following infcription :

u  L i e u t . B l i g h , of his Britannick Majefty’ s ihip Bounty, anchored 

“  in Matavia Bay the 25th of October 1788 ; but, owing to bad weather,

“  was obliged to fail to O par re on the 25 th of December, ,where‘he re- 

“  naained until the 30th of March 1789 ; was then ready for fea, with 

“  one thoufand and fifteen bread-fruit plants on board, befides many 

“  other fruits, and only waited an opportunity to get to fea ; at which 

tl time this pi£ture was given up. Sailed the 4th of April 1789.”

T hough we went feveral times to fee this pifture, we could never 

difcover where it was kept, as we were always conduced to Poneow’s 

houfe, who defired us to wait there till it was brought to us. He then 

difpatched two of his fervants for it, who ufed to bring it wrapped up in

E  a cloth ;

1789.
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A u g u s t  15. a cloth ; and after we had viewed it, carried it back again in the fame man-»- 

ner. On our return from Poneow’ s houfe on the 15th, wo were ihewn a- 

ipot of ground where the natives told u s one of the officers of the Bounty 

was buried. There had been an infcription to his memory on a piece of 

hoard nailed to a pofl; but it was taken away by Otoo, the prefent king, 

and carried to his refidence at Oparre. I have been informed iince I . 

came to England, that this gentleman wras the furgeon of the Bounty, 

and that his name was H uggan  ; yet it is very remarkable-, that the 

Otaheiteans could not form any nearer affimilation of found to his name • 

than T rono. They profefled a great regard for Mr. Huggan’ s memory,... 

and talked in high terms of his profeilional abilities, particularly, in the 

healing a r t a n d  feveral of them ihewed us very large fears on different: 

parts of their bodies, the effects of dreadful ulcers, which they told us 

had been cured by him.

B

W hile  we were looking at the place where Mr. Huggan was in

terred, an Englifh pointer, left here by Captain Bligh, came running up 

to us, having lingled us out from the furrounding crowd, and demon

itrated his joy at feeing us by every a£tion of fondnefs the poor animal 

was capable of. In the courfe of our walk, we faw feveral plants and' 

vegetables, produced from feeds ibwn by the different vifitors of this 

Ifland ; fome of them growing in a luxuriant manner, but choaked-up 

with weeds, and totally neglected by the natives, who fet no kind of 

value upon them. It feems. fomewhat extraordinary, that though Captain. 

Bligh had quitted this Ifland fo lately, and remained at it* for fuch a 

length of time, the inhabitants ihould ihew as much curiofity to fee us, 

as if they had never feen any inhabitant of the earth befides thofe of theirs

own



own nation : yet this was really the cafe ; for we never went on ihore 

without being followed by a crowd of people of both fexes, and all ages, 

who drove to get near and touch us, fome of them ftroking their hands 

down our: backs and fides, and others admiring our clothes. They were 

eager to ihew us any little civility ; and vied with each other who ihould 

carry us over any brook or rivulet we happened to meet with in our 

walks ; thofe who were preferred by us, on this or on any other occafion, 

appearing highly gratified at being diftinguiihed from the reft of their 

; companions.

1789.
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T he natives were willing to give us an early fpecimen of their abilities 

as expert thieves; for we had feveral articles ftolen from on board to-day; 

and I had my pocket picked while on ihore of a fmall vocabulary of the 

Otaheitean language. A t night, Brown, one of our feamen, a deiperate 

fellow, and who had before been guilty of feveral mifdemeanors, cut 

another failor acrofs the face with an old razor in a terrible manner, for 

'•which he was immediately put in irons.

W e haa already been honoured with a vifit from Etea, Otoo’s wife' ; 

and were juft put oft from the ihip on the 16th., with an intention to pro- if. 

* ceed to Oparre to pay our refpefts to his Majefty, when w eiaw h im  ap

proaching at a little diftance in a double canoe : we immediately pulled 

'towards him, and received him into our boat. He appeared highly 

pleafed at feeing us, and embraced -and ihook us ail by the hand, en

quired our names, &c. W e now returned to the ihip ; and as Gtoo

‘"brought a great number of people in his train, we were more crowded 
/

"than ever. His-Majefty had no fooner got on board, than he began to

E  ?, examine



examine every part of the fhip with the ilridteil attention ; and expreiTed 

his furprife that fo fmall a veiiel, thofe he had feen before having been 

much larger, could be kept from overfetting without an outrigger, the 

fame as they have to their canoes. When he had fufficiently gratified 

his curiofity upon deck, he defcended into the cabin, where the captain 

made him a very handiome prefent, confiiling of a variety of articles held 

in the greateil eilimation at this Ifland.

In the afternoon I left Otoo on board, and went on ihore to take a 

walk with our third mate. W e direfted our courfe towards the houfe of 

our friend Poneow, the path to which lay through a delightful grove of 

bread-fruit trees, whofe beautiful and thick foliage kept off the burning 

rays of the fun, and rendered it cool and pleafant; fo that we ihould 

have had a very agreeable excurfion, had not the natives crowded about 

us as ufual, and prevented us from enjoying the furrounding fcene ; for 

they prelled fo clofe upon us, that we could fcarce move forward. W e 

found Poneow at home ; who received us very cordially, and fet before us 

a refreihment of cocoa-nuts, apples, &c. : but the poor fellow had,nearly 

been a fufferer by our vifit; for the natives thronged about his houfe in 

fuch numbers, that I expected they would have beat it down ; and while 

we remained in it, he was obliged to drive them away feveral times. 

After we had partaken of Poneow’s repail, and undergone the operation 

of the Taureumee, which is a gentle fqueezing and preffing of the limbs, 

as they imagined we were fatigued with our walk, we fet out again., and' 

were conduced to a place at a little diilance, where our friend had ordered 

one of their Heivas, or dramatic exhibitions, to be performed for our enter

tainment. W e were feated in an area, inclofed by a low fence, oppofite

to>



to a long ihed or theatre, appropriated folely to thefe kind of amufements. i 789.

The fpe&ators, who were very numerous, ranged themfelves on the out- f u°u5T 

fide of the inclofure. The performance confifted of dancing, chaunting 

fentences or veries, and ailing, accompanied at intervals, and preceded by 

beating of drums. The performers were of both fexes, and acquitted 

themfelves with a good deal of addrefs in their different parts. The 

drummers in particular were very expert, keeping the moil exa£t time, 

and adapting the found of their drums to the different movements of the 

dancers. W e could not clearly make out the fubject of the comedy or 

farce we faw ailed : but it was impoffible to miftake the looks and 

geitures of fome of the ailors, feveral of whom were great mimics, and 

diiplayedno fmall ihare o f humour; which had a wonderful effeil upon 

the rifible faculties of the audience, who teilified their approbation by re- '

peated peals of laughter. I was particularly ilruck with a droll fellow 

who had twilled his hair into a variety of whimfical forms during the en

tertainment : and I took a pencil and piece of paper out of my pocket 

with an intention to take a iketch of him ; but he, having fome intimation 

of what I was about, withdrew the moment he faw me take my eye off 

him to look at the paper ; io that upon lifting up my head again to take 

another view, I found he was gone. This was reckoned an excellent joke, 

and met with univerfal applauie; the man repeating it feveral times at 

my expence. Indeed, not only in this cafe, but in feveral other inflances,

I obferved we were made the objects of their ridicule ; and if  they were 

witnefles-of any adlion of ours on board of fliip that appeared to them lu

dicrous or abfurd, they never failed to take notice of it on the ilage, with 

confiderable embellifhments.

As



17S9. As foon as the Heiva was ended we returned on board, and found the

August 16. king and queen and a large train there ; confiiling of feveral chiefs, the 

king’ s feeder, for an Otaheitean monarch is not allowed to feed hitnfelf* 

his Ava-chewers, the Taata-toa or man-killer of Otaheite, who (laughters 

the vidlims defined for the human facrifices, and a variety o f other at

tendants. ; His Majeily flipped with us, and feemed not only to excel 

moil of his fubjects in iize, for he is a very large man, but in point of 

appetite alfo, as he ate a moil enormous (upper, and drank bumpers of 

wine to the health of King George as fail as we could fill his glafs; ex- 

preffing a wi-ih to. be intoxicated in a flight degree, faying, he was often 

fo on board Captain Bligh’s fliip, and that it was very pleafant. W e 

remarked that his fubjedls paid him very little refpefl, arid feemed under 

no kind of reilraint in his prefence, every dirty fellow entering freely 

into converfation with him ; indeed, were it not for the diflinction of 

being fed, and that the women fbmetimes uncover their ihoulders in his 

• prefence, it would be difficult to  tell him from any of his people. After 

flipper, our royal gueils went on fhore to: deep, Otoo having firil made 

particular enquiries concerning the man confined in irons, ;and aiked the 

captain i f  he fliould take him on .fhore and' kill him.

*7* O n the 17th, we had a fecond viflt from Otoo,. who brought a prefent

of hogs, fruit, &c. for the captain. '-In the evening, we accompanied him 

on ilaore to fee a Heiva: we were feated as before within the inclofure, 

and Otoo with his attendants fat behind us. The performance had but 

juil commenced, when a man came up to Mr. Cox, arid made figns to 

him to take oft fome cloth he hid wrapt round him, and which had been 

.^preiented'to him but a*few minutes-before -by one of the chiefs : the

captain,



captain, imagining it might be a part of the entertainment, ailiiled the fellow 

in unfolding the cloth from his waifl, and readily gave it him. W e were 

foon, however, convinced of our miftake, for the man immediately ran 

away with his booty ; and we were told by thofe that fat near us, that 

he was a thief. Upon which w e ilarted up from our feats, a general 

fcene of confufion enfued, and theHeiva was fufpend'ed till the cloth was 

redo red to the captain, by a chief who had purfued the robber and taken 

it from him. Harmony was • now on the point of being reilored, when 

the thief had the impudence to return, and fit himielf down as uncon

cerned as if  nothing had happened. As it would have been improper to 

pafs over fuch an infult without ihewing fome degree of reientment, 

Captain Cox went up to the fellow, feized him by thehair, and ilruck 

him. He was proceeding to draw his hanger with an intention of inti

midating him, when Otoo interfered, and requeiled the captain to defiffc; 

indeed he feevned to take no notice of this outrage, though committed 

direflly under his eye. W e returned on board'immediately after this 

trania&ion, and were followed by Otoo and his party, who flept .on 

board ; notwithilanding he faw that we were very much offended at the 

condufl he had obferyed in the affair that had juft happened on ihore.

O too went on iliore in the afternoon of the 18th, and returned at 

night to ileep on board. Our people were bufily employed this day in 

fetting up the rigging, and getting the ihip ready for fea ; and received 

no fmall affiitance from the natives, who willingly lent a hand to the 

moil laborious work, though they in general were repaid for their 

kindnefs by abufe from the feamen. Otoo happening to fee a pair o f 

fciifars, with a long chain fufpended to them, given by our fecond mate 

to his wife, had a great deiire to poflefs them, and demanded them of her ;

but
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but ihe pofitively refufed to give them up : upon which he fell a-crying, 

and was not to be pacified till he obtained a pair like them. After this, 

he gave us another proof of the childiihnefs of his difpofition, by em

ploying a man for two or three hours in fewing additional buttons down 

the back and on the flaps of a coat Mr. Cox had given him. His wife 

Etea is a clever fenfible woman, and the only one of her fex permitted to 

eat in the prefence of the men : ihe makes ufe of a knife and fork nearly 

as well as an European ; and ihe is fond of tea. Her Majefly is likewife 

an excellent ihot, and hit our buoy the firft time ihe fired, with a Angle 

ball, though it lay at a confiderable diftance from the ihip ; ihe having 

firft taken the muiket from Otoo, who was afraid to difcharge it.

n O too went on ihore early in the morning of the 19th with the captain, 

but .returned as ufual at night to ileep on board, for which he had con

ceived a great partiality ; though it muft have been far more pleafant and 

cool to ileep on ihore. W e had a vifit to-day from the king’s mo

ther, who brought the captain a prefent, confiftingof a hog, bread-fruit, 

cocoa-nuts, &c. This old lady was one of the largeft women I ever 

faw ; and io very fat and unwieldy, that it was with difficulty ihe could 

be got up the ihip’s fide; which ihe had no fooner done, than ihe em

braced us all round, and aim oft ftifled us with her carefles : and we were 

obliged to experience a repetition of the old lady’ s fondnefs whenever ihe 

came on board, which was not feldom ; however, ihe .was a good mo

therly fort of an old woman, and of a lively chearful difpofition ; fo that 

we ihould have been always glad of her company, had ihe not taken up 

ip much room.

W e



W e had ftill Otoo for our gueft on the 20th; in the afternoon of which 1^89.

I took a walk on fhore, and purchafed a club from one of the natives that Aucusr zo.

he informed me had been brought from a place he called Tootate by one

Titreano, who he faid was Captain Bligh’ s chief officer, and that he

returned to Otaheite in the Bounty about two months after ihe had

firft failed without Captain Bligh, who was left at Tootate : he told me.

alfo, that Captain Bligh had had an engagement with the men of Tootate,

in which one of his people was killed with fuch a club as I had bought

of him, and feveral of the natives were ihot by our guns. This ftory

was corroborated by Otoo and ieveral chiefs ; who further informed us,

that Captain Titreano had failed but fifteen days before our arrival, and had

carried feveral Otaheitean families with him to Tootate. Where Tootate

could be, or who they meant by Titreano, we could not then conjefture ;

but I have now no doubt that the principal part of this ftrange relation is

true : the club I purchafed, with fome others; but a beautiful high-poliihed

fpear, in the pofleffion of Poneow, he could not be induced to part with ;

all which they told us were brought from Tootate in the Bounty, and

are different from thofe of Otaheite and the adjacent Iiles, but are very

fimilar to the weapons of the Friendly Iflands.

«

O n the 22d, Otoo packed up the prefents he had received from us, in a 

-large cheft the captain had given him for that purpoie; and we were in 

hopes we ihould have got rid of him, as he told us he was going to Oparre 

in the afternoon, and from thence he ihould fet out next morning on a 

tour round the Ifland. He accordingly left us after dinner, and proceeded 

to Oparre in our cutter, accompanied by Mr. Cox ; but, to our great 

difappointment, returned again at night, leaving his wife and attendants at

F  Oparre.



1789. Oparrc. Otoo went on ihore early next morning, the 23d, aind while 

August 23. he was abfent, his wife returned from Oparre very unexpectedly, and.

was curious to know what had palled in her abfence ; particularly if her 

hufband had ilept on board and alone, and who elfe ilept in the cabin. 

When ihe heard Otoo was coming on board, ihe hid herfelf, and requeued 

that we would not inform him of her return, as ihe intended to furprile 

him. Secrefy was accordingly obferved ; and when he had defcended' 

into the cabin, and feated himfelf, the lady popped out of her place of 

concealment, and ran up to him laughing ; but his Majefly looked very 

ferious upon it, and feemed by no means to reliih the joke. In the 

evening he took his final leave of us, and fet off'in his double canoe for 

Oparre, carrying with him Brown, the man who had been confined for 

wounding his mefs-mate. It was Brown’s defire to remain at Otaheite; 

and we were glad of the opportunity to get rid of a troublefome fellow. 

Otoo feemed highly pleafed at his being fuffered to flay, and promiied to 

protect and take care of him. Brown left the ihip without fhewing the 

lead: regret at parting from his countrymen, or taking leave of a fingle 

perfon in her, and feated himfelf in the canoe with all the affurance ima

ginable, telling the Otaheiteans to hand in his hammock, See. Otoo told 

the captain he had left orders for five hogs to be delivered to us after he 

was gone; and requefted him to tell King George to fend him a large 

ihip, with a great number of guns and men, to remain in Matavia Bay, 

. together with a quantity of fcarlet and blue coats.

O n the 24th, the captain received a letter from Brown, in which he 

informed him he was content with his fituation, and well-treated by the 

natives : he petitioned for a bible, fome carpenters tools, and a few other

trifling



Trifling articles which were fent him, accompanied with a letter of 

good advice from the captain, with regard to his future conduit and be

haviour towards his new friends. Among the articles Brown requsiled 

might be fent him, and which he feemed moil defirous of obtaining, was 

a quantity of large nails, which he faid he ihould have a particular oc- 

cafion for, as he meant to build a flout boat : this he may be able to 

effeit, as he was an ingenious man, and could turn his hand to any thing; 

fo that I have no doubt he will make himfelf ufeful to the Otaheiteans, 

and be very much carefled by them, eipecially as it will be out of his 

power to obtain any ipirituous liquors, to the drinking of which he was 

much addi&ed, and which had an effedt upon him nearly equal to mad- 

nefs. I went on ihore this morning with the captain on a fhooting 

party, and called upon Poneow, who had promifed to conduit us to a 

place where he faid we ihould find plenty of wild ducks. W e proceeded 

, with him accordingly ; and after having walked about three miles, arrived 

at a large marih, which was to be the fcene of aition. Several of the 

natives ran in among the flags with an intention to frighten out the 

ducks, but we only faw three or four, and they got up at a great diftance 

from us ; fo that we were obliged to return without having met with 

any fport. W e were, however, compenfated for our difappointment, by 

enjoying a moil delightful walk through a part of the country we had 

not feen before. W e had feveral chiefs on board in the courfe of the 

day, who brought prefente for the captain, but eat much more than 

they brought ; indeed it was very common for them to make us a 

prefent o f a baked hog, receive an equivalent for it, and then flay dinner 

with us and eat it up, with beil part o f what we had prepared for our- 

felves ; or if  there was any part remaining, they would carry it away
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in their bafkets ; fo that in general, wc were coniiderable loibrs by thefe 

prefents, as they called them.

N othing  occurred worth notice from the 24th till the 27th, when 

the captain, our firil and feco'nd mates, myfelf, Poneow, and his two 

brothers, fet out in the cutter, well manned and armed, on an excuriion. 

to the Ifland of Emio, or Morea, about feven leagues diftant from 

Otaheite; our chief inducement for going being to fee the cattle left by 

Captain Cook at Otaheite, and removed, as we were told, by Otoo to 

Emio.

Our Otaheitean friends would fain have perfuaded us not to go on 

this expedition, telling us that the people of Emio would certainly kill 

us if we were not upon our guard ; and when they found we were re- 

folved to go, notwithilanding all their perfuafions to the contrary, they 

pretended to be greatly affedled, particularly Orepia, Otoo’s brother, 

who after we had left the ihip followed us in his canoe, and came into 

the cutter and embraced us, fhaking us each by the hand, and taking a; 

formal leave of us. The king’s mother too fobbed and cried very 

audibly upon the occafion. W e paid the lefs regard to the entreaties of 

the Otaheiteans, as we could plainly perceive they had a view in wifhing 

vis not to go, and were very jealous of their neighbours of Emio. W e 

had fcarce a breath of wind on our paflage, which obliged us to row the 

greateft part of the way ; fo that we did not arrive at the Ifland till lat,e 

in the afternoon. But we w ere  fomewhat diverted from the tedioufnefs 

of this trip by the converfation of our Otaheitean friends, and indulged 

in a hearty laugh at the expence of Poneow’s youngefl brother, who had

been



been boafting of his martial exploits ; and ihewed us two large fears, one 

of them on his forehead, the other on his fide, occafioned, as he laid, by 

wounds he had received in battle ; but Poneow checked him in his career, 

by informing us that the wound on his forehead was effected by the ac

cidental fall of a cocoa-nut, and that on his fide by a fcratch fome girl- 

had given him : whether Poneow faid this by way of a joke or not I 

cannot fay, but the laugh was completely again ft his brother; and he 

was very angry, and fpoke but little afterward, till we arrived at Emiov 

Before we landed, we received a prefent of a fmall pig from an old man 

who called out to us as we pafled a fmall Ifland, feparated from Emio by 

a very narrow channel: he prefented us likewife a green bough, in token3 

of friendihip ;■/. and we were defired to< fix it up to our boat’s maft-head as 

an emblem of peace, and to ihew the natives of Emio that we wiihed to 

be on a friendly footing with them*

W e landed on the weft fide of the Ifland, among a crowd of the na

tives, and in the diftridbin which the king refided,to whom we requefted 

to be conducted ; but were told we muft wait where we then were, till 

he was informed of our arrival, and that he would be with us preiently. • 

In the mean time, we were ihewn a bull and two cows, out of five they 

faid they had in their pofleflion, two or three of which had been bred 

upon the Ifland : thofe that we faw were fine animals, and in good con

dition, but very wild, and were drove out of a thicket for us to fee them. 

The natives take but little notice of thefe animals, and fet no value upon 

them : indeed, as they neither eat nor make any kind of ufe of them, 

they muft be rather an incumbrance than a benefit; and it muft require 

fome attention to keep them from devouring and trampling down the

vouns;

37
1789.

A u g u s t  27 ,



1789. young paper, m ulberry, and bread-fruit trees, as they have no 

a -jcust z7.. fences.

' O ur Otaheitean friends ieemed much intimidated, and wiihed to re

turn to the boat: indeed they would have perfuaded us not to goon 

.ihore at a l l ; and behaved in io ridiculous a manner, that in head of bein°- 

¡of fervice to us, as we expected, it took up a coniiderable portion of our 

time and attention to difpel their fears.: however, we were highly di

verted at the precautions they, took to infure their fafety, as they told the 

natives if they did not receive us with civility, and treat us as friends, we 

ihould bring our. ihip and deflroy them and their canoes with our guns ; 

taking care at the fame time to magnify the iize of the ihip, and double 

at lead our quantity of men and guns.

A f t e r  waiting about a quarter o f an hour, the king arrived w ith his 

w ife and foil. H is majefty is called Tiei'atapoonoe ; and is a tall, flout, 

good-looking man, ipeaks but little, and feemed to be o f  a timid diipo- 

tition. H is confort was a very agreeable,’ infinuating woman, w ith a 

great deal o f  natural politenefs about her. She received us w ith the ut- 

moft cordiality and good- humour, and expreiied great pleafure at feeing 

us at Emio. T h e y  brought a parcel o f cloth w ith them as prefents; and 

w e were obliged to < undergo the ceremony o f having it wrapped round 

us, as ufual. After the firft ialutations were over, their majeilies accom

panied us o n b o a rd o u r boat, where M r. Cox made them a prefent o f 

feme adzes, beads, looking-glafles, & c. w ith w hich they appeared to be 

much pleafed. I believe thefe gentlemen and ladies would have flayed w ith 

us all night, i f  we had not informed them he intended to deep on ihore : 

;npon which they quitted the boat, and M r. C ox expreffinga defire to be

con-



dueled to fome houfe where he might fleep, they pointed to the beach ; 

but he told them he had rather be excufed from fuch a lodging ; and was 

preparing to return to the boat fomewhat angry, when a very agreeable 

feniible woman, who called herfelf the Tayo, or friend of Sir Jofeph 

Banks, and was a relation of the king’s, offered him part of her houfe, 

which was at about feventy yards diftance, and fituated near the beach; 

which offer he accepted. I rather imagine the natives of Emio meant 

to compliment than affront us, by pointing to the beach as a proper place 

to fleep upon, as.it is very common for the people of Otaheite to bring 

their mats and fleep upon the beach all night in fine weather ; and I fup- 

pofe the fame cuftom prevails in both Iflands. Mr. Cox was invited to 

eat at the houfe of his new female acquaintance ; but being rather fatigued 

he declined it, and, wrapping himfelf up in his boat cloak, laid down upon 

one of their large mats with which the floor was ipread.- . I had accom

panied him to his lodging, but having no inclination to lofe my fupper, 

as it was the only comfortable meal we could make, on account of the 

heat of the climate, and fvvarms of flies with which we were plagued 

in the day-time, I returned to the boat, and partook of part of a 

baked pig that had been prepared for us by the natives. After flipper, 

1 went back to the captain and ihared part of his mat ; the reft of our 

party, except the Otaheiteans, remained in the boat. The houfe in 

which we flept was full of people, men and women, who all laid upon 

the ground on mats, except the miftrefs of the houfe, who had an ele

vated bed-place. Before I could compofe rnyfelf to fleep, I obferved 

feveral men with lights in their hands who came peeping at us, and 

whifpering to each other, as if  afraid of difturbing us. As I was curious 

to know what thefe gentlemen would be at, I counterfeited fleep, when 

they advanced pretty clofe to us, treading very cautioufly; and after

having
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having viewed us fome time retired, and I fawno more of them : others 

were chattering, and coming in and going out of the houie ali night long; 

but we met with no further diilurbance. W e got up foon after day-- 

break and went to the boat, where we were foon joined by Tieratapoonoe, 

his wife, and our hoftefs. As we meant to return to the ihip this day, 

we had no time to lofe : we therefore took leave of their majeilies, who 

■ quitted the boat with reluctance, and extorted a promife from the captain 

to return in five days with the ih ip; and as an inducement for him to 

pay them another vifit, they offered to deliver up all the large hogs, as 

they term the bulls and cows, to him upon his arrival.

As it wras almoft .a calm, we were obliged to take to our oars, and 

rowed along ihore till we came to the Bay of Tatoo, where Captain Cook 

anchored in 1777» an  ̂ were ihewn the place where he deilroyed their 

canoes for refuting to return the goats they had ilolen. As we entered 

this bay, which is an excellent harbour, and a moil beautiful ipot, we 

were followed by a great number of canoes full of men. Our Otaheiteans 

entered into converfation with theie people, and told us they heard that 

the inhabitants of Tatoo and its neighbourhood were at war with thole 

of another dillriCt, and that they were fighting at that very time. W e 

did not give much credit to what they faid, as we had before told Poneow 

we meant to land in this bay and partake of iome refreihment; and 

concluded that he ap.d his brothers had invented this ilory to deter us 

from our purpofe, as they had tried every other method to diifuade us 

from landing, without fuccefs. As we drew near the beach, weobferved 

a great concourie of the natives aflembled together to meet us, fome 

armed with long lances a'nd clubs, others with flings and large Hones in 

their hands, After having brought our boat to a grapnel, and left ilriCl
orders



orders with our people not to fuffer any of the natives to come into her, 

that we might have a place of fecurity to retreat to in cafe we were at

tacked by them. W e leapt on fhore in the midid of the crowd, who, as 

foon as they heard we were the friends of Tieratapoonoe, and perceived 

we had no hoidile intentions, threw away their idones, and made a circle 

round us, while we fat down and eat our dinner under a large-fpreading 

tree, whofe thick foliage iheltered us from the burning rays of the fun. 

Perhaps the circumidance of Tieratapoonoe’ s appearing to us of fo timid 

a difpofition, may have been occafioneddy his being at variance with his 

neighbours, whom he might probably imagine we came to affiid; for, 

notwithidanding Mr. Cox did every tiling in his power to infpire him 

with confidence, and behaved to him with the utmoid good-nature, he 

could not altogether get rid of his timidity and apparent diidruid of us to 

the laid; and was continually aiking me if  Mr. Cox was not angry with 

him. During our repaid, the idory of the battle was confirmed by the 

bye-ftanders, who ihewed us the remains of a houfe that had been re

cently burnt down by the adverfe party ; they told us that their enemies 

were then but at a little diidance, and that they were going to meet and 

engage them. Our curioiity being excited by this intelligence, we ex- 

prefled a defire to go with them and fee the combat. This they readily 

aflented to, and it pleafed them beyond meafure. Accordingly, the 

captain, our fidd and fecond mates, myfelf, with Poneow and his two 

brothers, preceded by a body of the natives, fet out together, and purfued 

a path which led to the head of the Bay. When we drew near the place 

where our friends expended to meet their opponents, they were particu

larly careful to hide us and ou.r muikets, by holding large pieces of their 

cloth fpread out before us ; for they imagined we fhould take an addive

G  part
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part in the quarrel, and wifhed us to come upon their adverfaries by fur- 

prize. W e had not proceeded far in this manner before fome of the 

enemy made their appearance on the oppofite fide of a creek, at the head 

of the Bay. Tw o or three of our party immediately ran into the water 

and dallied their clubs in it with great violence, flourilhing them at and 

calling out to their antagonists, whom they endeavoured to provoke to- 

crofs over to them : and in this they would moil likely have Succeeded ;  

for notvvithilanding they were far fuperior in point of numbers, their 

enemies feemed more bold and daring, and wereadvancingbrilkly, till they 

difcovered us by the cloths which Screened us being removed. This 

occafioned them to draw back a little ; and our party, taking advantage of 

their furprize, crofïèd the water and began pelting them with Stones,, 

which they threw with great force with their flings* The adverfary re

turned the compliment, retreating at the fame time ; and a kind of run

ning fight was maintained, till we loll fight of both parties among the 

trees. W e then crofled the river in hopes of getting another view of 

them ; but we had not proceeded.many paces before our friends returned,. 

having driven their enemies to feek refuge among the neighbouring: 

mountains. They feemed greatly rejoiced at their fuccefs, and thankful, 

for our having contributed by. our prefence to render them victorious. 

Though I could not learn that any one had Suffered in this IkirmiSh, yet 

fome of their aft ions mull be pretty fevere, as there were few of the na

tives who had not lèverai large fears upon different parts of their bodies, 

occafioned by the wounds they had received in diffèrent battles : indeed 

they Seem to be a-warlike, aftive race of pêople, very different in this 

refpeft from their indolent neighbours of Otaheite. As we were re

turning, they fhewed us their method of clofe fighting with fpears and

clubs,



clubs, both of which they managed with confiderable addrefs and 

dexterity.
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W e werejuft upon the point of embarking again, when we were flop

ped by the appearance of a very lingular perfonage ; this was a man who, 

we were told, was the E t o o a , or G od of E m io . He carried a young 

plantain-tree in his hand; and the crowd, feeing him approach us, divided, 

and made a lane for him to pafs. He then advanced within a few yards 

of us, and laying down the plantain-tree, began to run backwards and 

forwards with great celerity, repeating fomething in a very loud voice, 

and with the moft frantic geftures ; pointing fometimes to the clouds and 

fometimes at us, and feeming to addrefs hlmfelf to both alternately ; but 

he fpoke in fuch a wild, incoherent manner, it was impoifible to make 

out what he faid. The captain was directed to take up the plantain-tree 

and prefent it to him, which he did ; and after the gentleman had played 

a few more of his pranks, we were fuffered to depart. As we rowed 

along fhore, we fired feveral muikets at the requeft of the natives, who 

feemed both pleafed and aftonifhed at their effect. After having proceeded 

about a mile, we landed once more to receive a prefent from a brother 

of Poneow’s, who refided at Emio, conilfling of one live hog and a baked 

pig. W hile we were waiting for the latter, which was not quite done 

enough when we frit arrived, a confiderable number of the natives col- 

leftcd about us, and offered to barter different articles with us for nails 

and beads ; amongft the reft, I Was not a little furprifed to fee the man 

who had juft before afted the part of God of Emio offering a fmall pig 

for iaie, and perfectly cool and collected.
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1789. W e now directed our courfe towards Matavia Bay, taking with us a

A ugust 28. man Qf  £ mi0j who wanted a paiiage to Otaheite. Several canoes, fome 

of them with women only, followed us a coniiderable diftance, notwith- 

ftanding the fea ran pretty high, and it mu ft have required fome labour 

to have got back again. W e ebferved feveral of the natives of Emio 

who were of a much lighter complexion than thole of Otaheite ; one 

woman in particular was remarkably confpicuous for the fairnefs of her 

ikin, and had a flight tinge of red in her cheeks and lips, which is an un

common appearance among the natives of thefe Iflands. The men made 

us a tender of their women, and feemed to think it a neceflary proof of 

our friendihip that we ihould accept their offer. The ladies on their 

part l'eemed to have no averiion to comply with the requefts of their 

hulbands and relations, not excepting her Majefly. This did not fur- 

prife us after what we had heard at Otaheite : for we were there in

formed that Otoo’ s wife made no fcrupleof granting her favours to fome 

of the great chiefs ; and that Otoo fometimes folaced himfelf with his 

. brother Orepia’s wife, which ihe•acknowledged, and feemed to think an 

honour.
s .

29. W e arrived at Matavia Bay about two o’clock in the morning, having

rowed great part of the way, there being but very little wind. At our 

firft fetting off from Emio, the fea running pretty high, Poneow’s 

younger brother went and fat in the bow of the boat; and whenever he 

faw a large wave approaching, called out to it, and made a motion with 

his hands for it to keep off, and prayed to the breeze to freihen and carry 

us quickly to Matavia Bay. During our abfence, one of the natives Hole 

a iheet, and was dilcovered arid purlued : he was fired at feveral times,

but
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but efcaped by diving ; he was caught, however,. prefently after on ihore 

by Orepia the king’s brother, who ieized him by the hair of his head 

with one hand, and held a large ftone in the other, in the attitude of 

itriking him and in this manner brought him on board and delivered 

him up to the thirdmate, who had been left in command of the ihip, beg

ging that he might be hanged immediately, which was the way he 

ufually punifhed offenders of this defcription ; and adding, that he had 

hanged feveral himfelf: however, his requeil not being complied with, 

the man was detained till Mr. Cox returned on board ; when he was 

put in irons, but managed to liberate himfelf the night after we 

returned..

O r e p ia  and his wife had flept on board every night fince the king’s 

departure ; and we were frequently troubled with the company of a 

younger brother of the king’s named Widouah, a very impudent, diflo- 

lute young man. Both the brothers were fond of wine and brandy, and 

told us they thought it a great, pleafure to be intoxicated; they likewiie 

drank a great quantity of ava, and generally brought their fervants on 

board to chew that filthy potation for them. The younger brother was 

once highly offended at a large root of this precious plant being thrown 

overboard through miflake by our chief mate. Captain Cox* among 

many other petitioners, was ftrongly urged by this young man to take 

him to Pritane, as they call England ; but I do not believe he was quite 

in earned: when he made the requefr; neither do I think his friends would 

have fuffered him to go, as he was held in great eilecm as a warrior, 

having in an aftion with the natives of Emio killed their late k in g..

W e
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W e had our jack ftole on the 30th ; and feveral other daring thefts 

were committed on board.

On the 31ft, we had a vifit from Potatow, the friend of Captain Cook, 

and particularly mentioned by him as commander of the Otaheitean 

fleet: he is a fine perfonable old man, and feems greatly reipeiled by 

his countrymen : he brought a large hog, fome cloth and fruit, as a 

prefent for the captain ; and received a handfome one from him in return. 

W e procured a large flock df fruit and roots this day for fea-ftore, partly 

by purchafe, and partly as prefents from our friends, to whom we had 

made known our intention of failing in a day or two, the ihip being 

ready for fea. W e received but two out of the five hogs Otoohad pro- 

mifed us, the others having been feized, as we were informed by the 

man employed to bring them, by the Arees or great chiefs about Matavia 

Bay ; who afterwards had the impudence to prefent them to us as 

coming from themfelves, and received an equivalent from us in return. 

I mu ft not omit to mention, that amongft the great concourieof natives 

that viiited us while we remained in Matavia Bay, was a man who related 

to us that he had been taken in a Spaniih ihip from Otaheite to Lima, 

where he remained fome time, and was then brought back again in the 

fame velfel •- he could ipeak feveral Spaniih words, and count up to ten 

in that language: he feemed very partial to the Spaniards, and Ipoke 

much of the favourable reception he had met with at Lima.

O n the ift of September we unmoored, but were detained from failing 

on account of feveral articles that had been ftolen ; fome of which we 

recovered the next morning, by keeping the king’s mother and an old 

prieft named Tutaha on board all night, and declaring we would carry

them



them away with us, if  our things were not reftored. In the afternoon, I 

went on ihore for the lait time, with two of our gentlemen, and faw a 

Heiva, which was uncommonly indecent and lafcivious. N ow  I am 

upon the fubjedl of thefe kind of entertainments, I cannot help relating 

a very droll occurrence that happened in confequence of one of their noc

turnal Heivas. Attracted by the found of drums, and a great quantity 

of lights, I went on ihore one night with two of our mates to one of thefe 

exhibitions. W e feated ourfelves among fome of our friends, whom we 

found there ; when one o f the gentlemen who accompanied me on ihore 

took it into his head to be very much fmitten with a dancing girl, as he 

thought her ; went up to her, made her a prefent of fome beads and other 

trifles, and rather interrupted the performance by his attentions; but 

what was his furprize when the performance was ended, and after he had 

been endeavouring to perfuade her to go with him on board our ihip, 

which ihe afiented to, to find this fuppofed damfel, when iiripped of her 

theatrical paraphernalia, a ■ fmart dapper lad. The Otaheiteans on their 

part enjoyed this miftake fo much,, that they followed us to the beach 

with fhouts and repeated peals of laughter ; and 1 dare fay this event has 

fer.ve'd as a fine fubject for one of their comedies..

In the morning of the ad we got under weigh, with a light breeze ;• 

and in going out of the bay touched {lightly upon the.t-.il .of the Dolphin 

bank, but- fortunately fuftained no damage. Orepia now came on board 

to take his leave of us, and brought fome more of the ilolen goods : he 

pretended to be very forry for the depredations 'of his countrymen, and 

reprobated their condufit towards us in the fevereil terms ;. faying, he 

would certainly hang the thieves who had plundered us as foon as he

could i
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17^9* could get them in his power; yet, notwithftanding his Teeming to feel ib

2* much for the honour of his countrymen, and the reCtitude of his profef-1«. i
(ions, we had the drongeft reaions to believe him to be one of the greateft 

rogues among them. T he king’s mother cried much at parting with us, but 

in fuch an affefted manner, that it was almod impoflible to refrain from 

laughing. Some of the girls, however, who had been on l>oard the beft 

part of the time we lay here, and a man, whofe brother was going with 

us to iome Iflands in the neighbourhood, called Tetteroa, (hewed real 

marks of grief; particularly the man, who was afraid we were going to 

carry his brother to Pritane. W e had now a line freih breeze, which in 

a fhort time iucreafed into a ilrong gale, and reduced us from royals to 

double-reefed-top fails; fo that we foon left our friends a coniiderable 

didance behind us.
i

G oats and cats are the only articles of live (lock left thefe Iifenders 

by the Europeans, that they fet the lead value upon ; theie we learnt were 

fometimes eaten by them : as for the iheep and poultry left by Captain 

Cook, we could neither fee nor get any fatisfaftory account of them. 

Provifions of the natural production of the Ifland we found in great 

abundance ; and we were fupplied with a great variety of excellent fiih 

from the reef, fome of which were of the mod lingular ihapes, and 

variegated with the livelied colours imaginable. I could not help 

remarking a cudom among the Otaheitean matrons in feeding their chil

dren, that feemed to me very extraordinary : this was, after they had 

given them a certain portion of bread-fruit or other food, they would 

fcoop up two or three handfuls of fait water and pour down their throats, 

which they would repeat feveral times in the courfe of a m eal; and

however



however naufeous and difgufling fuch a beverage might feem to us, the 

little infants ufed to fwallow it with great reliih : perhaps this may ac

count for the Otaheiteans being fo fond of dipping their meat in fait water, 

when grown up to maturity ; for I obferved they preferred it to our 

dry fait.

1789.
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T he thermometer during our Hay at Otaheite was from 76° to 8o° on 

board the ihip, and the weather for the firil two or three days after our 

arrival cloudy, with heavy ihowers of rain ; afterwards clear and fettled.

W e arrived in the afternoon at the Iilandor rather Iflands of Tetteroa, 

they confifling of a duller of eight or nine fmall low Ifles; but could 

find no anchorage nor bottom at the diflance of one hundred yards from 

the reef that furrounds them, owing to their flatnefs. They feem to 

rife out of the lea by inchantment, and afford a moil romantic and pic- 

turefque fcene, being full of inhabitants; and the fmallefl of them co

vered with trees: they are fituated nearly in a circle ; and the fea, admitted 

by different inlets into the centre, has the appearance of a large lagoon.

C a Ft a i n  C ox went on ihore with our friend from Otaheite, the ihip 

Handing off and on till his return; when we hoiiled in the boat and 

purfued our voyage. Otoo and his brothers have lands in thefe Ifland*, 

which are fubjeCt to Otaheite, the natives of both Iflands keeping up 

a confiant intercourfe with each other by means of their lading canoes ; 

of which not having been informed at Otaheite, the captain was rather 

furprifed at firfl to meet with fome of ouï Otàheitean acquaintance on 

ihore : and though the natives had heard of us before, by means of their

H connection
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conne&ion with Otaheite, yet ours was the firil European veffel thae 

ever vifited their Iflands, which made them eager to traffic with us ; and* 

they would fain have perfua'ded us to flay till the following morning, 

when they promifed us plenty of hogs. Upon our telling them we could 

not remain there, on account of there being no anchorage for the ihip, they; 

wanted to know if  we could not haul her over the reef, where they faid 

we ihould lie fecure ; or if this was not practicable, whether we could not: 

carry an anchor on fhore, and make her. fall.

O n  the morning of the 10th, we eroded the Equator in 207° Eafflon- 

gitude, with a Heady freih breeze, thermometer at 78°,.

F rom the 13th to the 17th, we had a fucceffion of light, variable 

winds and calms, with dark cloudy weather, and heavy ihowers of. 

rain.

A t  lix in the evening of the 20th, we faw the Ifland of O w h y h ETr  

extending from North North W ell to North W eil, diilant about twelve, 

leagues. Early next morning, being well in with the land, we failed 

along fhore, and faw feveral villages and a great many of the inhabitants ; 

one of whom waved a piece of white cloth to us as an invitation to land, 

for it blew too freih for them to venture off to us. In the afternoon it 

fell calm ; and, notwithilanding there was a great fwell, feveral canoes 

came off to us, with people of both fexes : they brought with them both 

freih and fait fifh, packages of fait, fifhing-lines, and fmall pigs, which 

they bartered with us for nails. W e were obliged to carry on our traffic 

with them by iigns; for though their language is very iimilar to that of the

Otaheiteans,



Otaheitean.s, their pronunciation is io very thick and guttural, that we 

could neither comprehend them, nor make them underihmd what little 

we had acquired of the Otaheitean tongue. A  favourable breeze 

ipringing up in the evening compelled our viiitants to leave us, except a 

man and two women, who itaid on board all night.

1789.
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I n the morning, we attempted to get into Karakakooa Bay, but were . 2̂. 

prevented by the wind’ s failing us. A  great number of canoes now came 

off to us, and we commenced a briik trade with the natives for hogs, fait, 

cordage, cloth, fpears, ornaments of feathers, See. ; all of which they ex

changed with us for different-iized fpike nails, which they preferred to 

every thing elfe that we offered them. W e milled feveral articles to

day, that had been conveyed out of the fhip by the natives, whom we 

foon found were as expert thieves as thofe of Otaheite.

I t  continued calm till the evening of the 23d, when we took advan- %$. 

tage of a light air and got into Karakakooa Bay, where we anchored with 

the fmall bower in nine fathoms. Before we came to an anchor, the 

king of Owhyhee, M a i a  M a i a , honoured us with a viiit, accompanied 

by T i a n a , a chief of theliland of Otooi, who expreffed great pleafure and 

furprize at the fight of Captain Cox, who had feen and entertained him 

at his factory at Canton ; he having been taken there by a veffel employed ■ 

in the fur trade, and brought back again on her return on another voyage.

I was informed by Mr. Cox that this man’s extraordinary fize and ma- 

jeftic appearance, he being nearly fix feet four inches high, and remark

ably flout and well made, got him the appellation of tho Great Stranger 

among the Chineie. for whom he entertained the greateil contempt. He

15 2 ufed



ufed frequently to appear while at Canton in the, drefs proper to his 

country ; and upon thefe occafions fally forth brandifhing a Sandwich 

Ifland fpear in his hand, to the great terror of the Chinefe : but though 

Tiana made fuch a formidable appearance, he was of a very mild difpo- 

fition, bordering upon childiihnefs ; and ufed while at Canton, to fit for 

hours together in a room playing with two white rabbits given him by 

Mr. Cox, running after them, and imitating their motions by couching 

and fquatting upon his hams,.

T he king and Tiana brought the captain prefents of a helmet, and 

two beautiful cloaks richly interwoven with fcarlet and yellow feathers ; 

for which he received a very handfome acknowledgement from him.. 

His majefly is one of the moil favage-looking men I ever beheld, and 

very wild and extravagant in his adlions and behaviour his body,, in 

common with thofe of many of his fubje&s, was full of fmall ulcers 

which may be occafioned by drinking the ava, and their eating a great 

quantity of fait and fait fiih : he would not partake of our dinner ; and- 

told us, that both pork and plantains were at that time tabooed or forbidden 

them : but though he would not make one at our meals, he would gladly 

have taken up his abode with us and ilept on board with his wife ; and4 

feemed much difappointed at being- refufed. On the 24th, T went on 

ihcre with the captain in a canoe of Tiana’s and iavv the king’s houfe, 

which is very neat and commodious : he has got two two-pounders and 

two fwivels mounted before his houfe on a raifed platform of Hone ; 

the two-pounders have proper carriages, and the fwivels they have 

mounted on blocks of wood ; the touch-holes are fecured with pieces o f 

cloth tied round them, and the ramrods and ipunges laid in order at their 

fides, fo that they have quite a martial appearance. Thefe guns were 

given to the king by the captain of the above-mentioned veflèl, who

touched



touched here on his return to China from a voyage to the North W eft 1789.
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A  p a r t y  of us went on ihore in the afternoon to the village of 

Kowrowa, where Captain Cook was killed, and wrere ihewn the identical 

fpot where that unfortunate and great man fe ll : a tree ftill remains near 

the place perforated by a cannon-ball which was fired from one of the 

ihips during the fcuffle, and ferves as a memento of that unhappy affair.

Maia Maia was on board almoft the whole of this day, and was conti

nually teafing us for guns and gunpowder, efpecially the latter article, 

which he ufed a variety of artifices to procure. W e had feveral 

ftriking inftances of the authority of the chiefs of this Ifland over the 

inferior clafs of people; one in particular, on our firft landing at Kowrowa, 

where the crowd of people collected together to fee us made fuch a noife 

that we could fcarce hear one another fpeak ; which being obferved by a 

chief who was with us, he only waved his hand to them, and in an inftant 

the whole multitude were filent : and afterwards, when we were going to 

fee the Morai, or burying-place, where Captain King was ftationed with his ■ 

party at the time of the death o f Captain Cook, being followed and prefled 

upon by the natives upon our near approach to the Morai, the man who 

conducted us drew a line acrofs the fand with a wand that he carried in his 

hand, and no perfon but ourfelves prefumed to pafs it, or were fuffered' 

to enter the Morai. The great authority of the chiefs, and their living 

in towns or villages, fo different from the natives of Otaheite, form a 

diftinguifhing contrail between the manners and cuftoms-of the two na

tions their canoes-likewife are ftrikingly different, thofe ofthe Sandwich
t

Iflauds
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j 7gp_ lilands being greatly fuperior in every refpedt; but the natives are neither fo 

S e p t e m b e r  comely nor fo well clad as thofe of Otaheite. W e procured feveral medals

— ------ > from the natives at Owhyhee, fomeas prefents, others by purchafe; thefe

medals were left them by the Americans, and had been diftributed among . 

them and the people of the different places viiited by the Columbia and 

Waihington, two veflels belonging to the United States, and employedin 

the fur trade on the North Weft Coaft of America. The medals feem 

to have been left at the different places touched at by the Americans, with 

a view to commemorate the firft voyage of the kind undertaken by them, 

and to fix them in the remembrance of the natives ; in my opinion a very 

excellent plan, and worthy the imitation of all future navigators who 

may be fent on voyages of difcovery.

T he medals, which are of pewter, and nearly the fize of a crown-piece, 

are very neatly executed. On one fide is a reprefentation of the Columbia 

and Waihington, with the following inicription round the border: 

C olum bia  and W ash in g to n , commanded by J. K e n d r ic k ,”  

On the reverfe, the infcription round the border is thus continued :

. “  Fitted at Bofton, North America, for the ^Pacific O c e a n a n d  in the 

centre, “ By J. Barrel, S. Brown, G. Bulfinch, J. Darby, C . Hatch,

“  J. M. Pintard, 1787.”

25 - E a r l y  in the morning of the 25th, we, got under weigh, and were •

followed by an amazing number of canoes. Soon after we had cleared 

the bay, the king came on board, and as there was little wind ftaid with 

,. us till the afternoon; when a freih breeze fpringing up, he and Tiana

.took their leave of us, and quitted us with the reft of the natives who

came
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came from Karakakooa Bay ; but others put off to us, as we failed along 

ihore.

M at a  M ai a told us he had killed Terreoboo, the late king, I fuppofe 

with a view of recommending himfelf to us, as Captain Cook was killed 

in his reign ; but one of our lafl viiitors, who feemed to be a man of fome 

confequence, faid, that Terreoboo died a, natural death, and that Maia 

Maia had afl'affinated his ion, a youth, and fucceeded him as next heir to 

the government. Maia Maia feems to be more feared than loved by his 

fubjedfs, from whom he exadls the mold implicit obedience, and iometimes 

treats them with feverity : perhaps it may be partly owing to this caufe, 

that we found a flrong inclination among the natives to emigrate ; fome 

of them indeed were fo urgent with the captain to take them with him, 

that they would fcarce hear a denial, or quit the fhip without being forced 

out of her. The thermometer while we remained at Owhyhce flood at 80°.

O n  the 26th, we patted'within five or fix miles of Mowee, and traded 

with the natives, who came off to us in their canoes, bringing with 

them a few fmall pigs, and fome remarkable fine yams. Mowee feems 

to be a pleafant liland ; and we obferved water falling in torrents from 

different parts of the mountains, which produced a cool and refrefhing ap

pearance in this hot climate-. At fix in the evening, the body of Mowee 

bore South South Eafl, diflant ten leagues, Morotoi South W eil by South, 

and Wohahoo W eil South W eil. W e had now a fine breeze from the 

North North Weft, and fleered Eafl North Eail.

O n

S e p t e m b e r

z5-
'--------->



7S9-
S e p t e m b e r .

28.

In the night of the 37th, we paffed the Tropic of Cancer, in 204* 

Eail longitude. In the morning, the weather being fair and moderate, 

the powder was got upon deck and aired, and the people were bufily em

ployed in killing and falting fome of our largeft hogs for fea-flore. The 

fait we ufed for this purpofe was that we had procured at Owhyhee, which 

is very white, and of an excellent quality.

ON the morning of the 30th, we were nearly becalmed, and caught a 

couple of large iharks, one of which was hooked three times before he 

was taken.

>

O c t o b e r  6. In  the evening of the 6th o f October, a fmall web-footed bird,! believe 

of the Tern fpecies, fettled upon the rigging, and was caught while at 

rooil.

\

4 ; A t  ten o’clock in the night of the 8th died Thomas Smith, {hip’ s cook.

As we had no furgeonon board, we could not aicertain the nature of the 

-diforder which proved fatal to him ; but w e fuppofed it to have been an 

inflammation of the bowels, occafloned by a violent bilious colic, a com

plaint that our firft and third mates, myfelf, and feveral of the feamen, 

.laboured under at the iame time.

14. W e  had now very unfettled weather, with variable winds, and fre

quent calms, and made but fmall progrefs. There was a fenflble altera

tion too in the climate ; and we found it cold enough on the 14th, the 

thermometer on that day being at 56°, to have a fire in the cabin.

A t



A t  eight o’clock in the morning of the 22c!, we faw land bearing 

North by W eft, which we fuppofed to be the Ifland of Amluc, one of 

the Fox Iflands. At noon, the body of the Ifland bore North W eft half 

W eft, a groupe of fmall Iflands W eft half North, and another Ifland 

North North Eaft, our latitude at noon by obfervation 51° 30' North. 

The wind next day being at Eaft North Eaft, and therefore directly againft 

ns, as we were bound to the Ifland of Oonalalka, we bore away for the 

Ifland we had firft feen on the preceding day ; and at three in the after

noon were within fight of it again. At fix in the evening, we flood 

clofe in with and run down the north fide of the Ifland, in hopes of find

ing a harbour where we might lay till the wind fhifted, fo as to enable 

us to proceed on our voyage, but were difappointed ; and, feeing a large 

Ifland to the South W eft, fleered for it under an eafy fail. A t nine at 

night, we hauled on a wind, and founded in fixty fathoms, coarfe black 

fand. On the following morning, at day-light, we were well in with 

the north fide of the large Ifland, but could fee no appearance of an har

bour ; and the wind at this time proving favourable, we gave up our re- 

fearches and refumed our courfe, fleering Eaft North Eaft.

A bout eight in the morning of the 25th, we faw four large Iflands 

under our lee, in a North Eaft and South Eaft direction ; and at noon 

four others appeared in view, the weather Equally, with ihowers of rain. 

At nine on the morning of tile 26th, we faw the Tower Rock bearing 

South Eaft by Eaft, and foon after the Ifland of Ootialafka. A t eleven 

in the forenoon, the North Point of Oonalafka bore Eaft North Eaft, and 

the Ifland of Amoghta South by W eft, our latitude at noon 530 48' North. 

In the courfe of the morning we had a fmart fhower of fnow. In the

I afternoon,
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afternoon, the wind veered round to the northward and North North 

W eil, which prevented us from weathering the North Point of Oona- 

lafka; fo that during the night we kept Handing off and on, making 

ihort boards, and endeavoured to work to windward.. In the morning, 

the wind proving more favourable, we worked through the paffage be

tween Oonalaika and feme fmall Iflands to the northward ; and at five 

in the afternoon, came to an anchor in a cove in the eaiternmoft bay of 

Oonalaika, called Udagaki, with the fmall bower, in eight fathoms and- 

an half.

Before we came to an anchor, five Ruilians came on board in a large 

boat covered with fkins, and rowed by the natives ; they were remarkably 

civil, offering us their fur caps, and affiled us in piloting the fhip into 

the cove. Unfortunately, not one of us could fpeak or underiland the 

Ruffian language, nor they the Engliih or French ;• fo that we were 

obliged to have recourfe to figns and figures, by which means we learnt 

that they belonged to a veflel at that time Rationed at the Iiland o f 

Oonemak, commanded by a Captain Stephen Corelli; and that they and 

others of their companions were diilributed in fmall parties at this and 

the adjacent Iflands to collect furs : they had been out ever fince the 

year 1781, from Ochotek, and muff have undergone great hardfhips in 

roving about among thefe dreary Iflands for fuch a length of time, living 

chiefly upon fiih and berries, yet they feemed cheerful and healthy.. 

Thefe good people brought on board a large quantity of excellent hali

but and dried falmon as a prefent for the captain, and received from him 

in return fome wine and brandy, which was very acceptable to them ; 

but unluckily we had neither tobacco nor fnuff, which would have been 

much more fo both to them and the natives, particularly the latter, who 

not only take fnufr in the common way, but cat it.

1789.
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O ur new friends flayed on board all night, and in the morning were 

joined by three more of their party and a Kamtfchatkadale. Captain Cox, 

our third mate, and myfelf, took our guns and went on fhore this 

morning, where we faw a great number of wild fowl, and fome very 

large eagles with white heads ; but they were fo ihy that we could fcarce 

get a {hot at them. T he country prefented one of the moil difmal 

profpefts I ever beheld, the whole face of it being nearly covered with 

lnow, and not a {ingle tree or even ihrub of any fize to be feen. Having 

pretty well fatigued ourfelves with climbing the hills, and feeing nothing 

further to engage our attention, we returned on board, where we found 

our Ruffians, who had been afhore in our abfence, and brought us offa 

fecond prefent of fiih, and a baiket of berries: they {laid on board till 

evening, when they quitted us to return to their habitations on ihore, 

together with the natives, who never, during the whole time we re

mained here, came off to us, unlefs in company with the Ruffians, or fent 

by them on fome errand; which induced us to think the Ruffians were 

jealous of, and had forbid them to have any communication with us. 

v And here I muff obferve, that thcie poor people feem to be completely 

fubdued by, and are in a ilate of the moil abjedl dependence upon, the 

Ruffians, who oblige the men to fet and look after their fox-traps, to fiih 

and hunt for them, &c. and the women make their boots. The Ruffians, 

beiide, ilrip them of all their moil valuable furs ; fo that it is in vain for gt 

ilranger to think of procuring any, while they remain at the Fox Iflands. 

T o  keep themfelves in the good graces of the natives, and ilimulate 

them to work, the Ruffians occafionally diftribute -among them a few 

copper and pewter rings, glafs-beads, & c .; and we faw them reward a 

man with a pinch of fnuff who had been out fifhing for them the greateil 

part of a cold bleak night, and he appeared perfectly fatisfied.

I z  T owards
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1789. T owards noon on the 29th, a party of Oonalafka women came along* 

O c t o b e r . fide the fhip ; but the Ruffians, who were then with us, would not 

fuffer them to come on board, and feat them on ihore again. As fcveral 

of us wiihed to have a nearer view of thefe ladies, we followed them in 

our boat, and found them fitting near the beach lookingat the ihip. The 

Ruffians no fooner faw us direct our courfe towards the women, than 

they rowed after us, and immediately upon their landing drove them 

away, itriking and treating them very roughly, at the fame time pointing, 

towards the hills, and fignifying that they ffiould go home: but they 

would not difperfe entirely ; and the Ruffians retiring foon after, feveral 

of them came off to the ihip and flayed on board all night. The women 

were as fond of tobacco and fnuff as the men, and were thankful for an 

old quid from the mouths of our feamen, which they would hand round 

and chew after each other with the greatefl relifh imaginable. They 

wear ornaments of bone and beads in their lips and the cartilage of the 

nofe, which are perforated for the purpofe ; and in this and every other 

particular exaftly refemble the prints of them in Captain Cook’s laft 

voyage, taken from the elegant drawings of Mr. Webber.

3°* T he ladies left us early in the morning and Joined their companions,

who remained on the beach all night, and ilept among fome coarfe grafs 

and ruflies, with nothing to lie upon but a finall mat, though it was a 

fharp frofl. Before I take leave of the natives of Oonalafka, I muft do 

them the juflice to fay, that they are apparently exempt from the vic^ of 

pilfering and Healing every thing that laid in the way, which was the 

conflant p raft ice o f the inhabitants of the Iilands we had lately vifited_

A  CURIOUS



A curious circumftance happened to-day, which ferves to ihew the 

influence of habit over the brute creation, and their attachment to the 

place where they are fed and taken care of. W e had carried fome hogs 

and a goat to a fmali Ifland about two hundred yards from us to graze, 

where they had not been long, when, to our great furprize, we perceived 

one of them, an Engliih boar, fwimming off to the ihip, where he 

actually arrived ; but both our boats being abfent, we could not pick him 

up, and the poor animal, not being able to get into his old quarters, fwam 

to the oppoiite fhore, though at the diitance of above a quarter of a mile, 

and was taken there on the following day. In the evening it blew very 

freih from the fouthward, and there being every appearance of a tem- 

peftuous night, we let go the beft bower anchor ; but it proving more 

moderate in the morning, hove it in again, and moored with the ftream 

anchor to the eaftward. W e received a prefent of fiih and berries from 

the Ruffians this afternoon, and daily during thè remainder of our flay: 

the fiih confified of halibut, falmon, and falmon-trout : the halibut were 

excellent; but the falmon are of the hook-nofed kind, and far inferior 

to the common fort.

O n the 2d of November, the captain made anexcurfion on ihore,andfaw 

one of the dwellings of the Ruffians; it nearly refembled the huts of the 

natives, which have the appearance of a little hillock, or heap of rubbiih, 

covered with patches of grafs. The Ruffian, however, inftead of de- 

fcending into his hut by a pole, with notches cut in it, like the natives, 

had the conveniences of a door, and a couple of windows made of the 

bladder or inteflines of fome large fiih : he likewife greatly excelled 

them in point of cleanlinefs, the huts of the Oonalaikans being intolerably

filthy.
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•• filthy. The owner of thehoufe, who was at home, and employed in making 

- o f fox-traps, received the captain with great civility, and fet before him 

• the bell repail his humble cottage afforded,- which con filled of fom# 

berries, and a kind of pudding made of roots. The Ruffians live dif- 

perfed among the natives, two or three at a village, for the pur pole, I 

fuppofe, of keeping them in greater fubjedtion, and feeing them con- 

ilantly employed.

O n the 4th, the captain fet out in the cutter to view the harbour of 

Samganoodha, and returned again at night. In his way thither, he palled 

the refidence of forne of our Ruffian friends, who fired feveral mulkets- 

as an invitation for him to land; but he had no time to fpare.'

M r . C ox having exprefied a defire to obtain one of the Oonalalka 

canoes, the Ruffians prefented one to him on the 5th : he had before 

-applied to the natives, and made them conliderable offers for one, but in 

vain, as every thing feems to be at the aifpolal of their Ruffian mailers. 

Word was brought ns to-day, that a boar and fow we had lent on fhore, 

in hopes they would breed and llock .the Illand, had been caught and 

killed in the fox-traps.

O n the fith, the captain being informed by the Ruffians > that there 

was a paffage out to fea to the South Eaff, formed by a Tmall Illand 

called Sedagha, which we had taken for a part of Oonalalka, went in the 

cutter to examine it. W e had now been .longer’here than we expended, 

owing to a lucceffion of calms and foul wffnds ; but in the morning of 

the 8th, a favourable breeze fpringing up from tlje W ell North W ell, we



got under weigh and went to fea, through our newly-difcovered paifage 

to the South Eail. A t four in the afternoon* the extremes of the Iiland 

o f Oonalalka bore from South W eil to North half W eil, a rock off the 

North Point North half, Eail, diilant feven or eight miles, and another 

rock at the entrance of the channel we had come through, North by 

W eil half W eil, diilant three or four leagues. None of our Ruffian 

friends were on board at the time we failed ; and I fuppofe they were not 

a little furprifed at our fudden departure; as we ufed to receive daily vifits 

from them, and they had promifed to procure us a ilock of dried fiih to ■ 

carry to fea with us.

W e  had fine moderate weather the greateil part of our ilay at Oona- - 

laika; and though we found it cold in the mornings and evenings, it was 

mild and pleafant in the middle of the day : the ihow too which, upon 

our firil arrival, almoil covered the Iiland, was now nearly melted away, ,  

except on the tops of the mountains^ The thermometer kept unfettled - ' 

between 420 and 50% though it rofe one day as high as 58°. .
- A

T he bay or harbour c f  Udagaki, in w hich w e  anchored, lies in latitude 

530 4 5 'N orth , and longitude 1660 24/ E a il, running inland near tw enty 

miles.

T ow ard  the evening of the icth , it began to blow very ffefh from 

the South Eail, and increafedYcon after into a ilrong gale, which lailed 

till the 14th, with little abatement, and was accompanied with heavy 

rains, and a very large fea,which caufed us to ihipmuch water.
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V o y a g e  t o  t h e

O n  the morning o f the 20th, there came on one of the m oil vio ia it 

iqualls o f any w e had experienced during the voyage ; after w hich it blew 

an abfolute hurricane, and the fea running very high at the fame time, 

obliged us to lie-to under a clofe-reefed main and main-ilayfails till nine at 

night, when it was fomewhat more moderate, and w e were enabled to 

make fa il; but there was ilill a terrible iea, which broke over us feveral 

times, carried away great part o f the head-railing, and wafhed the cutter 

from the fpars on the main deck, where ihe was faftened, into the lee 

iide o f the w aiil.

O n the night of the 28th, we once more croifed the Tropic of Cancer, 

in 169° of Eail longitude. The thermometer on the following noon flood 

at 790.

December A bout feven o'clockin; the morning of the t 2th of December, we faw 
12.

the Ifland of Saypan ; and at half pail nine, the lilands of Tinian and 

Aguigan. At half pail two in the afternoon, w e came to an anchor on 

the South W eil fide of the Ifland of Tinian, with the fmall bower, in 

ten fathoms, rocky bottom; having fir ft taken the precaution to fecure 

our cable, by worming and rounding it for feveral fathoms. A  fine 

breeze fetting off the land, faluted us with the moil fragrant and de- 

lightful odours -; and we were' foon gratified with the fight of forne beau

tiful white cattle, feeding and friiking about among the trees ; which 

added greatly to the charming appearance of this Ifland. The boats 

were now hoifted out, and the captain with a party of us went on ihore, 

where we expedled to procure fome frefh beef; but were difappointed, as 

.tire cattle.retired among the woods the.inftant they faw us ; and it would*

-have

28.

29.
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have been in vain to have purfued them, for the underwood was nearly 

impenetrable : we therefore returned on board again, after having loaded 

the boat with wood, and gathered a quantity of hue limes.

N e x t  morning we went on ihore again, and landed further to the 

northward than we had done on the preceding day. Here we found fe- 

veral huts eredted by the Spaniards, who come here annually from their 

fettlement at Guam to procure beef for the garrifon of that Ifland. The 

Spaniards, or fome other people, muft have quitted Tinian but a very 

ihort time before ouiy.arrival, as they had left a wild hog in a ftye, that 

had died but lately, and a fine dog, which we caught, and carried on 

board with us. W e were directed by a beaten path, about forty yards 

in length from the huts, to the W ell mentioned by Lord Anion and Com

modore Byron ; and though the water it contains is not the befl in the 

world, it by no means deferves the reproaches beffowed upon it by the , 

Commodore, iince we neither found it brackiih nor full of worms, as 

he aiierts it to have been. And here I cannot help obferving, that this 

gentleman feems to have taken as much pains to depreciate this Ifland, 

as Lord Anion had been too lavifh in his encomiums on i t ; for whatever 

may have been the flate of Tinian when his Lordihip was there, 

future viiitors may look about in vain for thofe delightful lawns, painted 

in fueh glowing colours by the author of his Voyage.

O ur people being fet to work to cut wood for fuel, and other pur- 

pofes, I fet out from the huts where they were flationed, in company 

with our third mate and one of the feamen,. in purfuit of game. W c at

K foil

1789.
D e c e m b e r .

1 2 .
t / Y \ J

*3-



1789.
DECEMBER

\ '

fil'd followed the traces of a path ;• But it foon failing us, we were obliged1 

to force ©ur way through the thickets, in hopes, as we gpt into the inte

rior part of the country, we ihould get clear, of the trees and underwood ;: 

which we did, after having proceeded aconfiderable diftance with great: 

labour and fatigue but we were dill fo much incommoded by a kind of 

weed that grew as high as our breads, by the Eeat,. and by an intolerable • 

number of flies, that I quitted my companions*, who wiihed to penetrate 

a little farther into the country,.and made the bed of. my way. back to- 

the wooding party at the huts ; where I did not arrive till, late in the 

afternoon, being nearly exhauded with the fatigue of puihing through1 

the buihes, and climbing trees, to fee that I was going in a proper 

direction, which was a very neceflary precaution, as I vrasat one time 

totally lod for upwards of two hours. I met with a-great many wild 

hogs; and I had nearly dumbled upon an. animal which, upon being 

roufed, darted through the thicket with fuch velocity, that I could not 

didinguifh what it was ; but fuppofe it to have been one of the guanicoes 

defcribedby Lord Anfon, and which arefaid to abound in the neighbouring 

IHands of Saypan and Aguigan.. I faw alfo fome fowls in my ramble, and 

ihot a pig. Our third mate, who returned abouthalf anhour after me, re

ported, that foon after I had feparated from him, he fell in with a herd of 

cattle, and ihot one of them, a fine young Bull; but having only one man 

with him, and it being a confiderable didance from the beach,.he was 

obliged to leave the carcafe in the charge of his companion, who con- 

fented to remain with it all night; being apprehenfive they might not. 

have found, the place again, had they both, returned together.

N e x t



N e x t  morning, a party was fent to procure Tome part of the animal, 

•but, upon their arrival, the greateft part of it was found to be tainted and 

'entirely fpoiled; however, fome pieces were cut from the parts that 

were the leail affedled and brought on board, which furnifhed us with 

an excellent difh of foup, and fome {leaks, the meat being very tender 

.and fine grained. Wild hogs and poultry are in great abundance at 

Tinian ; and though the latter are ihy and difficult to come at, on account 

of the underwood, it is pleading to hear them crowing and cackling in 

every direction :; fo that it is difficult to diveil: one’s felf of the idea of 

being in the vicinity of fome country village, or large farm-yard. Tinian 

produces plenty of limes, lemons, guavas, fome cocoa-nuts, cuflard apples, 

and indifferent oranges, with a variety of beautiful trees; among which 

was the bramin and bread-fruit trees, but the latter had no fruit upon 

•them, and the cotton ihrub. In our different excuriions on ihore, we 

met with the remains o f feveral o f thofe curious edifices defcribed by 

Lord An foil, and fuppofed to have been erefted by the original inhabi

tants of the Ifland. Thefe buildings are of a moil fingular ilru&ure, and 

confiil in their prefent ilate of two ranges of columns, either of ilone or 

eompofition, and of a pyramidical form., having large femi-globes placed 

on their tops, with the furfaces upwards.

I f thefe ilrudtures are really of ilone, which I imagine them to be, it 

is aftoniihing how a rude and uncivilized people, unacquainted with any 

.■ of the arts neceffary for the purpofe, and without proper tools, could 

have formed and eredted them. W e meafured one of the pillars, and its 

femi-globe, or capital, the dimenfions of which were as follow :
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Feet. Inches,.

Perpendicular height of the pyramid, « 14 o
Preadth at the bafe, - - - 5 4

Diameter of the femi-globe, - «* .* 5 10

H av in g  got on board a fufficient itock of wood, and filled our empty 

water-calks, we got under weigh in the evening, and flood to the well- 

ward. The thermometer, while we lay in the Road of Tinian, kept,, 

with little variation, at 83°; but the heat was copfiderably more intenfe 

on ihore.

A t  eight o’clock in the morning of the 24th, we law the Illands of 

Bottol, or Tobacofima; and at noon, Formola bearing. W ell t at this time, 

we were palling between the two Illands of Bottol, and perceiving with 

our glalles feveral towns or villages on the larger Iiland, and lome of the 

inhabitants putting off to us, we lay-to for them. At firll, they would 

fcarcely venture within pillol-ihot of the ihip ; and at that dillance threw 

us lome boiled yams, plantains, tarroo, and a bone refembling a bone of 

mutton, but which was moll likely that of a dog. In return for this ap

parent civility, we threw them lome empty glafs-bottles, which they 

picked up with great eagernefs, and dived after thofe that were finking., 

W hile our attention was engaged in looking at their icramble for the 

bottles, one of them managed to come under our llern and cut off two or 

three yards off the enfign, which was trailing in the water. They now 

began to be more confident; and two or three of'them came on board, 

who were for ieizing every thing that came in their way. One fellow in 

particular took a great fancy to the enfign, and the log-line and reel, and
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actually drew his crefs to cut the halliards ; fo that we were obliged to 

turn him and his companions out of the (hip, and make fail as fail as 

poifible, to avoid any difagreeable confequenccs, efpecially as we faw more 

of them coming on board.

T he natives of Tobacofima, who feem to be a mixture of the Chinefe 

and Malays; are of a light copper-colour, very meagre, and of the middle 

flature ; they go almoil jtiaked, having nothing b.ut a very narrow ilrip of 

cloth failened round their waiils, and a ilraw or wicker cap : fome few of 

them indeed appeared to have on a kind of leather jacket, probably by 

way of armour ; and every man wore the Malay crefs, or dagger, with a 

jagged edge, fuipended at his breaft in a iheath. Their boats, which are 

very neatly conilrudled, and painted, are rowed with oars ; they carry 

ten or eleven men, and, like thofe of the Chinefe, have eyes painted upon 

the bows.

A t  half pail nine at night, we paifed within fix miles o f the fouth end 

o f Formofa. During the remainder of the night and the following day, 

it blew a ilrong gale from the North North Eail, and the iea rifing to a 

prodigious height often ilruck us with great force, and caufed us to ilrip 

much Vvater.

O n the morning of the 26th, the violence of the gale was fomewhat 

abated ; but the fea went down but little, and ran very crofs and confufed. 

In the courfe of the day we faw great numbers of Chinefe fiihing-boats ; 

and at five in the afternoon, the rock called Pedera Branca bearing W eil,
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CO 9. diitant four leagues, and the continent of Afia. About two o’clock next 

December morning, the Lema Iflands were in fight; but as we did not think it pru-

j  dent to proceed till day-light, we hove-to, and made fail again at half paft

five, when we flood in for the Great Lema ; and at two in the afternoon 

came to an anchor in Macao Roads with the belt bower in four and a half 

fathoms water, and faluted the caftle with nine guns ; which was returned 

with the fame number.. W e found a very large Portugueze ihip riding 

at anchor in the road, and could perceive feveral others in the Typa. 

Our cutter being now hoifted out., I accompanied the captain on ihore in 

her, to procure a pilot.

U pon our landing* we paid our refpe&s to the civil and military go

vernors, and having engaged a Chinefe pilot to conduit us to Wampoa, 

»8. returned on board again, in the afternoon of the following day. The 

captain would have failed immediately, but the pilot neglecting to come 

s on board according to his promife, we were detained till the evening of

29- the 29th, when we got under weigh.

T hough Macao, like the Iflands that nearly furround it, has the moil 

dreary barren afpeit imaginable when viewed at a diftance, it improves 

confiderably upon a clofer infpeition ; and the town and fortifications 

make a pretty appearance at iea. The Portuguefe have feveral good 

gardens interiperfed among the buildings in the town; but that belonging 

to Mr. Fitzhugh, one of the Engliih Eaft-India Company’s fupercargoes 

at Canton, claims particular notice, for the very elegant tafte that has 

been difplayed in laying it out ; and though the grounds are not very 

extenfive, eyery embelliihment of art has been united to a happy natural

fituation,



fituation, commanding a delightful profpedt, to render it a moil en

chanting retreat. In the centre of the garden ilands a curious pierced 

rock, in the cavity o f which it is faid the celebrated poet Camoens com- 

pofed the Lufiad.

W e procured fome tolerable beef at Macao; and pork, poultry, ve

getables, and fruit are to be had there in plenty : the fea alio furnifhes 

the inhabitants with a great variety of excellent fi£h.

W e found it very cold in Macao Roads, the thermometer being fo 

low as 56® ; and the change of climate affe&ed us the more fenfibly, as 

we had juft come out of the warm latitudesi-

O N th e if to f  January 1790, we arrived at Canton,, the final place of 

our deftination, having been only ten months and five days in performing 

our voyage, and traverfing this immenfe fpace of ocean ;• and-what was 

rather extraordinary, and fortunate for us, as we had no furgeon on board, 

our people in general were remarkably healthy, and we only loft one 

man, notwithftanding they had to experience all the viciffitudes of 

climate and: weather.-
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N O T E S.

A N  excellent Po c k e t-w a tc h  belonging to M r. Cox, made by Mr. H ugh es 

in Holborn, wasJet to mean-time, atChnû's-HoJpital London,on the z^thof 

February i 789 ; and on anchoring in Santa Cruz Road, Teneriffe, it was 

found to err only four miles, and lofng on mean-time fv e  féconds -i-N per day : 

from thence to the Cape of Good Hope, to N ew  Holland, Otaheite, and 

Owhyhee, it kept nearly the fame rate o f lofng from four to fix  féconds per 

diem.

A F T E R  a clofe examination o f the C lubs brought from the Sandwich 

and the Friendly Jilands, and depofted in the Britiih Mufeum and, in the 

Leverian Collection, not one is to be found in either, exactly correfponding 

with the C lub mentioned in page 33 o f this work, and reprefented in the 

P l a t e , facing page 54. There are indeed in the Leverian Muieum two 

C lubs from the Friendly Iilands ,fanc'fully carved in the int erf ices, where 

mine is plain ; but they are much longer, tiot by fa r  fo  mafy, and pro

bably were ufed as ornamental infruments ; whereas, this is a hofile 

•Weapon', and the only C lub o f the kind brought to England,
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