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At the present moment, a high powered publicity cumpalign is going
on to fcol the U.S, Congress and stempede 1t to pass a resolution to
stop enforcement of the U.S. Reclamation Taw of 1602 in Imperial Valley,
Calif. knovn to investment experts as T4l SHELTER VALLEY, U.S.. A.for
70% of the farmlaid is owned by ABSENTEE LANDOWNERS, like syndicates,

blg corporations, manufacturers, merchents, actors, singers, lawyers,
doctqrs. and other weelthy persons who want "Tax Shelters".

s

Preslident Theodore Rooszvelt when signing the Reclametion Act of
1902, seid, "The money 1s Lteing spent to build up the little man of the
West so that no big man from the Eust or West can come in and monopolize
the water and the land?! This short statement is actuslly the anti-monopol:
(anti-trust) law where the Federal Government spends the taXpayers money
to bulld dems and aqueducts so that 1little people cun huve farms to live
on and irrigation water for thelr crops in the 17 Western States.,

Section 5 of the U.S., Reclamation Law of 1902 actually says that .only
tonafide residerts on the farmland, can get the irrigation weter for
thelr crens. At the tims thset this luaw wes being voted on, & cynical
New York Congressman voting against the law, caid, "We are told that the
1ittle veople wili get the land and water but what will happen is that
the big and weaithy from the oubside will get the iamd and water". So
now ths ®ig and weualthy have them but recent court decisions say that
the Little people should have them in Imperisl Valley and The Westlgnds
Irrigation District in the San Jozquin Valley of California. But this
does not deter the blg zid weslthy for now they have started this big
campalgn vo fool and stempede Cengress,

When the Federal Government first ennounced on Dec, 31, 1954 that
it was going to enforce the 1€¢0 ACRES PER PERSON LIMITATION(not 160
acres per family), the sbsentee landowners who have 7¢% of the farmland
or avbout 325,000 of the 475,000 acres of farmiand under cultivation,
.created the IMPERIAL RESOURCES ASSOCIATES. Eobert Long, the Vice-
Presldent of the Irvine Co. which has sn 88,000 acres furm in Crsnge
County, Callf. and a 220,0C0 acres ranch in Montana, came to Imperial
Valley to make speeches against enforcement. #Ailyn Kreps of O°Melveny
& Myers, the blg law firm which had become the lawycrs for Imperlal
Resources fAsgociates also meae speeches hcere against enforcement.

The reason for this was gs follows: Dr. Yellen had been teaching
the residents of Inperial Valley by means or Newsletters about the Rec-
lawation Lew of 1902, The local newspavers then nicknemed PINKLEY'S
PROSTITUTED PRESS, kept the people in lgnorance gbout this law and re-
fused Lo print Letters to the Editor by D, Yellen, Then to get a
Gellup proll on how many people had learned &nd if they wanted the 160
limitgtion enforced, Dr, Yellen ran for Assessor-Coliector of the Imp-
erial Irrigation District on Febid 3, 1963 on a platform that a vote for
Ycllen meant a vobe for enforcement of the limitation, Such a strate-
gem was necessary because pesople could not sign a petition for they would
lose thelr jcbs or if a businessman, te boyentted by the blg faram inter-
ests, In this election, 37% of the voters voted for enforcement of the
160 ACRES LIMITATION PER PERSON(not per family). These speechas by
Long, Yicps,; and others were propaganda agalnst Dr. Yellen's Teachlings.

At the present time, there are 35 local bilg farmers who cwn gbout
65,000 acres or 15% of the farmland. When the limitation is enforced,
they will lose 25,000 acres. So jolning the absentee landowners, they
started a campaign named "Cgll for Falrness" which realily is a "Call for
Chiseling", NOW THEY CALL THEMSELVES FAMILY FARMERS NOT AGRIBUSINESSMEN!
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. People st111 live in fear of losing their jobs or being boycotted, .-
50 Dr, Yellen is running for Sheriff of Imperial County on June 6, 1978
on the platform that a vote for-Yellen means a vote for enforcemesnit of ~—-
the residensy limitation end also the 160 acres limitation per persone

The truth of the matter is that enforcement of the residency limit-
ation 13 much more important then enforcement of the 150 mcres limitetion
per person (not per femily). When the 160 zeéres limitation 18 eaforeed,
these loc2l big farmers will lose about 25,000 gores and they will be, - i«
left with 40,000 acres. Praétically spesiing, the average local ferm;
family of husband, wife and 3 children esn iezslly farm 8§00 acres. '

Do not - forget thet at the present time, there avre 830 farms here
and LAY of them sre below 179 acres ececording %o a 1974 census., These .
small faims are 547 of the total and exist, because they are msking noney
for the omers so that you can realize that gll this propegends about :
blg farks 1s a bunch of hogwesh. Of course the little ferm owmers do;
not buy Cadillacs like the 35 local big farmers but they make a liviag.

Wnen the 325,000 acres of farmland are taken away from the atserdee
lendowvmers (ther will get compensation), our 449 little farmers can
gat more land and make a better 1iving. In addition, about 1,000 farm
fexmilles will come in when the absentez landowners are driven out. 1,000
gy farm homes will be bullt on the farwlard. There will be a Luilding
boen snd the town businssses and stoves will be heavily patronized

end even Ure Yellen will get & few moiec pstients. :

We have 2 forms of pollution here. One 1s the sbsentee lendowners
who have been getting §100 to #200 per acre as yearly rent from these
who do the actusl farminz. This $50 millions in yeerly rent has never
besn spent once hers to the detriment of local merchants and businessmen.-
The Irvine Co., Socuthern Paceific land Co., Birby land (d., Newhall Tand
& Farning Co., Unicn 01l Co., menuidctuxers, sctors, actresses, lawyers,
doetors, etes. are these abzentee landlords. They collect the big rents
and our pzople tske the risks of farming.

The other pollutiocn is the 10,000 Mexicans who live in Mexico and
caigs the border to work at cheap wages to the detriment of our loecal
farmworkers. They take thelr wages irom fermwork back Lo Mexicazll and
our merchents suffer frolm this also. When we have smaller farms with. .
families living on them, the farm familles willl do most of their owm
work and we will get rid of this second form o2 pellution.

When local p=ople own gnd farm the iand, ownership of land changes
quite fregnently becsuse cf death, etc. Absentce corporation owxnership
of land results in much less change ¢f ownershnip. Therefors,.when a
young mar grows up gnd wants to be a fermer, he will have a imch better
chance under enf'orcement of the U.S. Reciamation law. At present, he
has to lsave the Valley to look for wsrk. The young girls also have to
leave for there asare no young men to marry. ‘ :

With Reclsmation Law enforcement, a yocung man who does not went to
be a farmeyr, can go into Msinecss here for the towms will be boening for
the meney earmed in farming, wlll be spent et least onece here. About 8§
yoars ag0, Dr. Yellen put out a Newsletvsr on Jim House who with Mr. .
Bausmenn were ferming 1,700 acres. The only land they oxmed was 80 acres
by Fee. Hongee Yot the House and Hausmmnn familles conslsted of enough
persone that they could farm about 1,600 acres lezally if the Reclamstion
- Law was enforced. Tilere is a blg group of fermers in the same predie-

‘gaiant btut ean not own land FO3 THE TAX SHELTER VULTURFS CAN CUTBID THEM
OF THE PRICE., So the absentee landlords get exorbitunt rents while the
locgl fawers take all the risks of farming whlch is quite a gsmble.
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The CITIZENS FCR GOVERNFENT FATIANIE3 set up by the lecal big farmers
is just a front for the sbsentee landowmers. On vace 5 of the Brawley
News of Nove 7, 1977, Fleming admits thal Impsrial Resources Associates
pald §85,000 to the Dolprhin Group, a punlic relstions firm. - This firm "’
with a full page sd in the WmshingtonD.C. Post of Oct. 25, 1977 tried to
stemnede Congress that Iarry Gilbert and his wife and 4 children who
iooked very sad in the ad,; were telng devrived of all their land in
excess of 160 macres. Tsx records show thet the larry Gilbert femily only
own 80 meres. IT DOES NOT HAVE ANY EXCESS LAND!!! This false, dacptlve
advertising was also in the S.F. Chronicle, L.A. Times and Ssn Diego
Pnion LRGING_READERS-TO-SEND LETTERS TO CONGRESS TO STAMPEDE CONGRESS11!
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