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Ii. Rtpli• 

!Yeau Quot~ 

X v )0-6-6. 

Di tr1ct Of1 ice, 
DARU, 
WE~1ERN l IST ICT. 

22nd. October, 1959. 

The Director, 
Department of 

LAKE ~uRRAY PATROL No 1- 9/60 

R.C. BBr~, ~-~ 

1 4 AttPch~d hereto is the report together wi"th 
c l im · or oampi~ allowance a.nd Village Population 
Registers¥ The report has been f.0rwU""ded direct to 
thja Hoa.dq arters because of tie A.D.O.XiuTl8a e 
absence on an extended p trol. 

2. NQtive Affairs. 

{a) The trouble attrib~t~d to plural marriages 
wil no d.oubt be _ ened by m re frequent contt:Lct 
t ough patrols and mission influence itcreasea ae 
&xpecte • However the economic neoesseity f~r more than 
one wife will be the greatar bar to the disaprearance 
of this custom. 

(b) The policy wi th ... ega.rd to migra.ni;s as . 
estab l ie ed et the Incembit Confe:ence f 10th~ SeitPm
ber, 1959 requires that th eix families who have 
established them&el'-rea a.t Kuem must be returned t 
Netherlanis Territory, The Officer in Charge will b 
instructed to take the neces ary action. 

). A bnyer'a soci ty aimi g,r to that at Kiunga and 
Rouku could market s kine anci :i.n turn ' atisfy most ot 
·he peopl e's needs ""o r goods at thie stage. 

As to develop~ent of other 1cono.m.ic activities 
we nef.d to he assured tha.t ls.ke Murray will r main manned 
and factor here · s t h., cc;!Ilple ciion for the airstrip 
for whl cb no funds v been alloca.;., ad this year er next. 
It ·ou l d no· be a.d · s ble to embark on a.ny pr .•gramm 
u l il regular super vieion a.nd ma ke .... i !J8 f&cili tiee are 
av 1.ilabl~. 

has be en J:.&SSe to the D. • • 
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The launG.!i "Mewa" formerly stationed at Lake Jlllrra7 
was transferred, temporarily I believe, to Kikori. Could 
you. advise please when 1 t y be returned. 

"· The patrollill8 officer .,WJ rightly attributsa 
l&ok of oocmanioationa as the oause poor oond-tions in 
the area. Nevertheless the p~sioa.l enviroDJ11ent 1 .an 
insurmountable bar t any •t~ JIB improvement. 











TERRITORY OF PA?UA Al1D NEW GUINEA. 

Lake Murray Patrol P st, 
iiunga Sub-District, 
Viestern Dist~ict~ 

9th October, 1959. 

The District Ot!icer, 
Weste . D st1 et, 
~II 

accompanviU&. 

. 
••••••••••••••••••o•~s·•••• 

2 /9/59 to 8/I0/59 
13 days. 

No.7365 L/Cpl. Argope 
No.6367 Const. Koatoro. 
Noo7231 Const. Sou. 
No.8730 {;'1Jlst. 'lonk:1on. 

N.M.O. S1b1ra. 

(I) Routine Adm1n11tration. 
(2) Census Revision. 

D.Nj.i gcto ·r,I9S8. 
P .R .DJ January, 1959. 

Map ta.ched • 



I~TR-ODUCTION. 
It was~~bed to conduct '' .•. trol into the Middle-.,,.ly 

a.re;,. until later in th~ year, the reason ~. tng t~t 1 t vaa decided 
o patrol the tare are• first. However, a& there ·~s only a amal:l 

aupply ..jf aa tion at Lake Murray ata tion 1.nd the M. V. ElJWala 
had ieveloped some mechanical~~~ble !n Dar~ and bad t e delayed 
a week and there was su!ficien~:,,_t was decided to do the Middle-Fly 
census patrol. 1 

In view of the ~ 'den decision to do this patrol ver~ 
little notice o! the patrol could be given ~o th~ various villages iii 
the M ddle-Fly area. The 1nbabit1nta of. these villages were verr . 
often da7s tr velling a y from their respective village• a~ their 
sago swamps or out on hwiting or trading trips. In view of this . t 
it was considered tha a viait to each village even it no oenau. 
could be condw!t~d would have a enet1c1al errect. BoveTer, aa it 
turned out the maj(~ity ot peop~ r seen in ea~h village and. the 
Tax~cenaua aheet~ Y re revised. 

26t4 Sapk91t•f:kl2~· 
Departie Murray atatio at a.50...-•• 

ago canoe place t 2.3op.m. D parted on toot at 3.I~p •. JJl. arr1!1Di 
at Mipan can place at 5.1+5p • No canoea available 4e:sp1te ha 
fact that a policeman bad b 1ent on a few daya earlier to arr~• 
transport. 

Make shift camp erected. Slept, . 

auMe Yt 2Zth Sa~:ebftr • . · 
~~arrived at IIa~m •• Depa ted for Mipan at II.30a.a. 

arriving there a~ I.45'p.m. Census and medical. inspection. ealth Good. 
Very little tood available. .· . 

Houses in poor condition. The villager1 urged! to 
comm1nce building new homes.Village Constable Sondem doea not eem 
to have very much influence 

Moprl•y,28th S1Hteuy>er. · 
eparted Mipan at 7~ooa.m. •~riving at Kuem village 

5.00p.m. Very tew people present but they are expected to-morrow. 
Decided to wait one day. Village in a reasonable clean condition. 
Reusing adeq~ ·e. Rest house and barracks good. Slept. 

Tuesd&y1 29th Beptombe,r. 
Village Constaole and many villagers arri at 

' I.OQp.m. C~nsus and Modical chec~- Health Good. Plenty t tood. 
Village Const ble reported three female death 

following diarrhoealsee HKA.LTH) and also that six to e6ght families 
had migrated in from Dutch New Guinea(see NAT~ AFFAI 8). 

V1.11 ge Con~ bl~ K~page appears to be doing a good 
job. 

Wadnas1.ay 1 30th Septem.')ef • 
- Departed uem ,,t 7 .ooa.m. and arrived at Mipan a' 
2 .I Op .m. Village constable ren'l-ts that mar..y or t~ie villagers sick 
with Diarrhoea, one male chi!a. having died the previous Monday{ see 
HEALTH). 

Slept. 

Tbµrsaay 1 Ist October 1 I229. 
Departed Mipan at ?.Ooa.m. Ent•red Fly river at II.45a.m 

re ~hing entrance to Lake Wam at 5.4op.m. arriving Boset village at 
6SOp.m. 
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DIARY (con•t), 
Frid&y, 2n4 Ogtober, 1959. 

Census and Medio:al oheck at Boset. N .i.r.o. Aniwa stationed 
here permanently ant is doing a good job. 

This village is well set out and some or the houses 
are well conatructed. This is dU8 to Mission influence. The ROIJ1'..11 
Catholic Fathers at present at Kiunga have vis!ted Boset a number of 
times and they intend to build a permanent Mission station here later. 

V llage 6nstable Kiambukasi is doing a good job with 
the he\p of some very able councillors. 

8at1r4ay,3rd Octgb1r. 
Departed Boset at 7.I;a.m. Heard th M.v. Elavala during 

thf' morning but .by taking some ahortcu~s thro'*h the grass must nave 
missed it having a one skge waited It hours for it. Arrived Tinunga 
vlllage at 3.oop.m. Approximately 6 hours travel ing time includi~g 
I-; hours walk. Ce*aus and mediaal check at Tinun,a. Health Good. 

Village Constable Miria doing a very poor job. 

§npd•y,l+th Octobar. 
Departed Tin\lnga at ?.oo •• m. enteriilg Fly r er ~t 7.4,a.m~ ,•c·.d!QI~~· 

and artiving at ltomovai village via !amu Cref3 at 5.IOp.m. Census i.nd 
Medic•. check. Health good. The population of this village is oi>.17 
39, most or the people have migrated out to other villages. 

V lla e Constable Xainde '1oina his job well. 

lot of 

Village c·ons ble Nambai a very poor 
recomm.,mled tor d18141ssal shortly. 

WadnaaOay,7th ·Octobfr• · · · · 
Depa~ced Boikumava vill ge at 6.35a.m. Travellinc by 

c noe until IO.OOa.m. then I hour "n toClt followed by tan .hour by 
canoe acc~oss Gava Ll.~oon then another ~ hour on toot to Aaoa.tatuma 
canoe place.reaching there at I.OOp.m. No canoes awaiting our arrival 
despite the tact the word bAd been sent on to ~ie village some Y• 
ago. 

Canoes arrived at 2.3op.m. Departed at 2.~7p.m. 
Pan oa Mission ~tation at 6~5~p.~. 

Thµrsd&y,8't.b oeobgr. 
ft Pangoa at ?o35a.m. and arrived at Lake Murray 

station at I2.3op.m. 

IND OF DIABY· 

11.AIIVE AFFAIRS. 
The lack of patrollir..g and the lengllhs of time when the~e 

has been no officer stationad t Lake Murray ~s bad it's effect on 
these peopla. 'I1hey have lapsed l'ack into some or their old habits 
an1 are very much inclined to take matter into their own hands which 
could .have serious consequences. When Lake Murray was remanned last 
April many reports of outbreaks of voilsnce were r ported from this 
area. All these reports have now been dealt with nd action taken 
where necessary and everything seems to be in order again but it does 
s~ow the trend towards oiting in villages w1en there is n0 officer 
at Lake ~·1 ay,. lCiunga being «Joo great a distance to travel to report 
suoh matters. 



NATIV§ AFFAIRS (con't}. 
It is pointed out, however, that these outbreaks are 

not a renewal of old tribal fighting but outbreaks of voilertce 
betwean individuals and developing from there. The main cause of 
the fig~1ts is women. As in the Lake Murl'ay Censua Division the older 
men of the village are marrying most of the your1ger girls giving 
them two, three ct.nd sometim'3s four ~ ives while the younger men o! 
the village retr4~n bachel~rs. This leads to the single men ganging 
up on the particUlar man who is getting m rriad fo the s cond or 
third time. Tho lat•er is supported by the other married mAn of 
the village and this has lod to th~ firing of arrows. In such cases 
the Village Constable more or lwss keeps out of the way as he himself 
usually has the most wive$ a4d he usUc~lly g~t severely reprimanded 
himself for setting a bad example if he reports the ~atter. Otticers 
have been decrying this p~&ctice for many years now with ridicule 
~nd p~opaganda with little or no effect. It someth could be don~ 
t~ stop the practice of marryin, .-ore than onEi wifo it would not 
only l~ad to a far happier village life but would also eliminate 
the pra~tice of marrying girls b fore they reach the age of puberty~ 
The latter practice is ·nparently dying out but it is considered 
llbat any questionable marriage is carefully hidden from the patrol. 

B~rder r oyements; As mentioned in the Diary (Tuesday, 
29th September. the Village Constable at Kuem reported that some 
six families had come accross from Dutch l•rritory and had ta.Ken 
up residence at Kuem. These people we~e not sighted by the patrol 
as they were absent at their sago swamp. They were not recoltded 
in the Tax-census books and no other action was takeno The Kuem 
people the selves were originally from the Du:hch territory and have 
been on the Australian side for many years now. The Kutllll nd 
immigrant• are both from the same group of people, the Mingirruma, 
nd t~ both own the same sago swamps,etc. Could you please advise 

11' theae people havt:j tao &le returned to the Dutch side or whetber 
they can remain on the Australian side. 

ICONcttIC D~$Nt. a onlJ economic ~evelopment in this area is the 
s le of CrocodJ.le skins. '"hese skins are not sold on the Papua side 
but to a Chinese trader in Dutch Neu Guinea.. These people make 
regular excursions to sell these skin~ and they receive Dutch 
money which they immediately expend on ~tems in the trade store. 

From what was report•d it appears that hundreds or 
skins er1)ss the border into Dutch New Guinea every year from all 
villages in the Census Divisiono lthou.gh Mr.G.Cralg, Crocod.11 
shooter, does vlsit the Lake Murray area ap odd times to purchase 
skins he cannot be -regarded as a ronnd-th'r'ear sk n buyer for people 
who obtain the skins at every opportunity. It would seem that the 
only solution is for a trade store to be set up in the Lake Murray 
area either on a Buyers' Society bases or by private enterprise. 
This tr~da store could also b~ the skins. It would be safe to 
assume that hundreds of ponnds worth of skins are crossing the border 
every year. 

Other than the crocoiile skins there is no other 
income 1 to this area. The prospect of developing any other income 
is remote as the people are not interes88d in anything else as long 
as the money is coming in for the skins. It was noted that there are 
quite a number of Coconut groves in bhe vi~inity of Kaviananga 
and Boii<umava villages. Tl~ere might be the prospflct or developing 
a small copra industry in this area late.c on. 

HEALTH. 
J •l 1.0. ibira accoopanied this _patrol and llS usual 

did a very good job. He had very little work to do as c..11 villagers 
seem to be enjoying good health e,cept fr the small sore, malaria, 
etc. The m~dical aid post at Beset was inspected and the N.v.o. in 
Charge, Anlwa, appears to be doing an excellent job~ Matters 
pe:btaining to medical supplies and ainteronce of the id Post have 
been taken up with the Dis trict hediaal Officer, Daru. 



-5-
,'RJALTH (gqn 1 t' 

With r gard to the three female ( 2 adults and ona 
child) deaths at Kuem village, it does appear that the deaths were 
caused by the consumption of soma bad food. Two of the thr~e deaths 
accured approximately two months ago and the third daath happened 
a few da.ya priop to the arrival of the patrol. All deaths occured 
f'ran the sa&e symptd>ns and they wn as follows; pains n the 
atc:mach, diarrhoea1pass1ng blood. Apparently there were no ot:ier 
SY1J'tptoms. Ths two earlier deaths occ~ed in the vi~lage itself while 
the third death occured at the sago swamp. A ccording to the 
vlllagera there was nothing irregular in the diets of the dee sel 
during the rev days prior to thetr deaths. Theil usual diet 
consisting mainly of Sago and bananas. 

At M pan ~u:.te a few ot the people had diarrhoe on 
the return visit or the patrol(3oth September.) One ma.le child had 
died. According to the villagars all of the in.habitants had eaten 
sago and crocodile meat on the previous day. They claim to have 
eaten nothing else. The deceased child is alledged to have had 
diarrhoea only. 

Without a thorough inv stigation it can only be 
assumed that the cause or the deaths wad due to the co sumption 
or some bad food the most prob ble being sago. 

TRANSPQB'l. 
All transport in the p trolled area is necessarily 

by water. Ovllig to the fact tht..t Lake Hurray station ha not been 
provided with an outboard mo·tor and the 1 unch M. V. Mawa is 
stationed at Kiunga, this patrol had to be undertaken by the 
tedious medilml of canoe and paddle. The lact of transport racilitie 
greatly hampers the patrolling n this area. 

cpsvs. 
All male& over IS 1.n the patrolled area were issued 

Vitb taxation exemption • The reason being tWit there i1 very little 
money in the area due to very little mportunity to obtain same. 
!1 mentioned under econcrnic development the ir~~oduction of a trade 
1tore would provi~e the means or obtaining mo ay rrom the ale of 
crocodile skins. 

The total popu1at1on of the Middle-Fly c nsus diviai 
shows an overall i~crease of 6 (3m and 3f) over the past year. 

MISSIOB AlfD BD~4ION. 
re is no Mission station operatinJJ in this area 

but the influence of the Unevangilised Field Mission can be at 
Kaviananga while that or the Roman Catholic Mission can be seen t 
Boset. The intluence of these missions can be noticed by the 
superior conditions or the aforementioned villageso 

There is no school operating in this area h01iev0r 
the Rom.n Catholic Fathers at presant at Kiunga intend to re1ive 
the school which was peeviouly operated by the Dutch Roman Catholic 
Mis.ion st Boset. There are 7 Boset chtldren receiving education 
provided by the Roman Catholic Mission whilst I8 children are be~ng 
catered for by the Unevangilised Field Mission at Pangoa. 

CONCLISION • 
tlenerally the conditions seen in the area patrolled 

are below the stand2rds which one could wish for ~ons11ering the 
lenci.Jl ot time they have been in contact with the Administrstiono 
However lack of commU'Ilications isolate these villages from the 
major centers and have conttibuted to the•r present statee 

Regular routine patrols at three monthly intervals 
would no doubt eliminate some of the deficienctes seen by this 
patrol. Motor transport would ~e:rmit regul r and constant 00ntact 
t(ith these people,thus 1 it 1 hoped, eliminating the disturbing 
factors mentioned previously. 

~/; . -; 
A ,/o2- l . 

R.C.Browne ,P.o. 
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, j!~~;~t6!tsWstr. I25q 
Ctuiaua and d lo•l heok t BOset. l .M.O. A.tU a~ oned 

p ntAnentlr, nt ta dou.i& a good o • 
Qi rtlLlge is vell ••t out and '' ot th bouaea 

cou.truated. Thi i t.lu to · •,.)ion utluence. TM Rman 
her1 •\ pr$1e t at ~1unca ha e rtai tt'4 Baaet a nwaber ~ 

they inte.ocl to built a permanent 11 ion station here later. 
Yillag On ta le Ki a1 i doin good job rlth 

f aome ve abl councillors. 

at a.10 ... 

w.t 6.40a.a. as 
at I.,2 

• Y1llag houaing 

- • I 



Otaar the crooolil• 1kin1 then 1 no o 
l n •• int tb11 area. !ii. prospect ot d.•TelopiDg arq otber inOca• 
is r•ote aa the people Are not 1n ftlitd 1ft anrthbc •l • a l..on.g 
aa the aoney 11 caai.N in tor the 1ldn1. It wa1 noted tbat ~e are 
quite a maber ot Coconut crave• in the rtoini~ ot IC.aYia~a 
&Jk Boilmu:n Tillage•. here •tcht be the pro1i;ect ot deYeloptnc 
a small r 1.Ddastry 1h is ar later on. 

HffLfH• 

; ~1~ I I 
l I I 
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Natives ........... ~: ...... :.~ ............................ . ,.. .. . 
- Ir t ~, · ri:: t, ri -. !'1 i; ... _ r r~ . 

I/ I O ~~ TC . I I ~Q 
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Map 
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r ") I s . ""' ,... ,... ~ ( r ; ,.. • .... .... • 

................................. , ................ ........ ........................................................................... ···························· 

Director of Native Affairs, 

PORT MORESBY. 

Forwarded, please. 

. , . 
• . • • • . ... • • • • • ' •••• •• "' " ••• • ~ ••••••• , ••••• ••• ••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. ••••••• •,r-

Disirict Cbfnma.s-.r1' , 

Amonnt Paid for War Damage Compensation £ ........ ............... . 

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund £ ..... ..... ....... .... .. . 

A:nount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund 





!h Director 
Department of 1'at1n .lffairs, 

KODDOBU • • • Pil'UA. 

District Otf.ioe, 
DJ.RU, 
WES!ERN DIST OT. 

~9/60 

Attached hereto ia a oop7 ot the rajJort togeth~>r 
wi'th a •P of the area patrollecl. 

1. Comiclari.Dg tae frequenc7 of patrola to the Pan 
Ce u.a diTiaion the natin aituatio , ppean to be •atU
taotit~. 

2. ill 'Y.C. appoilitmenta ar proba~io11.ar7 79t u4 
tu aext patrol will make d finite c-ma"iions f r 
appoidlu•"•· 

4. 1eo?W.t1ac. . 
ustraluian Petroleum Coaptµq h&Te reoen'GJ.z 

eho iaterea~ in the Pare and wsre endeaTour1nc t 
reoNit a .. 200 workers. It i~' not kn.own 79t ~ i. • 
•'9D7 have been taken out • .lt the raoaent there w-e 14 
Pare• •" lake 1*1rray lookiDB for work and I aa en4ea
vour1nc to pl~oe th9Jll with Administrati n Departaente 
ia Port Jloresb7. 



30-6-7. 

K.li. WIIJ.I&MSOJI, 
Dis-triat Officer. 
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