
MEXICAN-AMERICAN 

Counties of 

POLITICAL ASSOCIATION 

SOUTHERN REGION 

Imperial—Orange—Riverside—San Bernardino—San Diego 

CONSTITUTION 

As Amended on May 23, 1911 . 



ARTICLE I 

NAME 

The nema of this organization shall be the Mexican-American political 
Association of California, Inc., Southern Region, hereinafter referred 
to as "The Southern Region,' 

ARTICLE II 

AIMS AND RU?V: 

The purposes of this organization mill be to carry out in that region of 
California located in the Counties of San Bernardino, Riverside, Orange, 
San Diego and Imperial the general aims and porposea of the Mexican-American 
political Association of California, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as "The 
State Organization") more specifically set forth as follows! 

A. The creation of a non-partisan organization for the social, economic, 
cultural and civic betterment of Mexican-Americans and all other 
Spanish-speaking people through political action. 

S. The election and appointment to public office of Mexican-Americans 
and other persons symoathetic to our alms. 

C. To encourage increased activity in both major political parties as 
well eat 

1. Seek election or appointment to Republican and 
Democratic Central Coittoee. 

2. Join political clubs, such as the Republican Assembly, the 
California Democratic Council and other organizstione related 
to political activity. 

3. Seek off ice or committee appointments in their respective 
labor, professional and civic organizations. 

D. To take stands on political VMS :1S t  to present and indorse 
candidates for public office. 

E. To maintain a permanent registration and get-out-the-vote drive 
throughout the Stets of California. 

F. To carry on a program of political education through such means as 
'floating seminars' throughout the State. 

G. To compile and disseminate political information about issues 
and candidates. 

H. To establish constructive relationships for mutual cooperation and 
assistance with other groups having aims similar to those of this 
organization. 



A-1 ICLE  III 

GENERAL POWERS AND DURATION 

A. This Constitution and By-Laws shall constitute the governing rules 
of procedure for the Southern Region, except as otherwise specifically 
provided in the Constitution and By-Laws of the "State Organization". 

B. This organization shall have the power to do any lawful acts or 
things reasonably necessary or desirable for carrying out the organization's 
purposes, and for protecting the lawful rights and interests of its 
members in connection therewith. 

C. The death, removal, or resignation of any member of this 
organization shall not result in the dissolution of this organization. 

ARTICLE IV 

(EMBERSHIP 

A. Formulation of membership: 

1. All persons who foster the aims of this organization 
and who have been accredited as members by the State 
Organization shell be adnnitts to membership. 

2. No local Chapter or District association organization 
shall extend membership rights or privileges to any 
person who is not a member of the State Organization 
and Southern Region, pursuant to Article IV.B.l. 

3. All regular members may vote and participate in 
organization activities, and may hold office in 
either state or local levels. All regular members 
must have filed their intention to become a citizen. 

B. Membership Dues: 

1. Membership dues shall be $10.00 per fiscal year, 
commencing June 30, 1970, per member or member and 
spouse. Needy persons may pay dues of $2.00 per 
fiscal year. 
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2. Dues shall be collected by the Chapter and disposed of in 

the following manner: 

Upon payment of dues, a dated receipt shall be issued 

by the local Chapter Treasurer, which shall entitle the 

holder of the receipt to interim membership, pending his 

receipt from the State Treasurer of a membership card. 

(b) The State mamherst*ip dues (as defined in Article I, Sec. 

CO of the Sete By-Laws) shall be placed in possession 

of the State Treasurer by the local Chapter Treasurer 
at least monthly and the State Treasurer must mail to 
each dues paying mmber, his membership card, within 
thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of the 

member's dues, 

It shall be the duty of the State Treasurer within 

said period of thirty (30) days to: 

1. Forward the S1.00 to the respective 

Regional Treasurer. 

2. Forward %1.00 to the Chapter. 

3. Forw,TO S2.00 to the State Newsletter. 

4. Retain $6.00 for the State Treasury. 

5. In thou oases referred to in Article I, Sec. C.1. 

(a) 	(b) of the State By-Laws, forward 1/3 
thereof to the respective Regional Treasurer; 1/3 

to the Chapter; and 1/3 shall be retained for the 

State Treasury. 

C. Any member residing in e,,T, Asenmhly District where theve are 

existing Chapters or organizing committees shall belong to e. Chapter or 

organizing committee within soid District as n condition of his membership 

in this organization. 

1. District chapter members shall pay such 6Jen z:.nd raise funds 

for such needs and cpsnees as they deem necessary and proper. 

The name of MAPA  ms be used for fund raising purposes. 

D. Remobal from membership: 

1. Voluntary withdrawal. 

2. Non-payment of dues. 

(a) 

(e) 
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3. Expulsion by tee-thirds (2/) of the State Executive Board. 
Ceuees for Expulsion ares 

(s) To retuse without juetifiable cause, to  as ume  the 
duteer, officee, powere end nfficial designations 
entousted to u member. 

Itiscereeet amountine to a breach of the peace at 
arty meetinr, or the use of dieorderly tactics 
intended to thwart the democratic determinations 
made by  tho Stets Executive Board. 

4. Miscondect, which the cherterod assembly, county, congressional 
or regioneI districts say determine by a two-thirds (2/3) vote 
as to their own 'newborn in their respective By-Laws, to be 
detrimental te the best interest of the State Association or 
said Districts. In such situetion the State Executive Board 
shell pro forma ratify the determination of said Districts, 
unlees the member ehall oppeel in writing to the Board within 
thirty (30) &eye, and the Board shell determine to review the 
expulsion upon the record made before the chartered assembly 
or other District orgenizatinn, and eake a difrerent order. 

E. Notice of Disciplinary Actionl 

1. Prior te  any dieciplinere action as set forth in D.3.(a) & (b) 
above, et leeet•fifreen (15) days written notice must be sent 
to the member Chapter ineeetid stating the reason for the 
anticipetee eetion before icy such eetEon may be taken. 

2. No notice need be Oven if dicciplinery actipn is pursuant 
to Article VII Sec. A.2, of the State By-Laws. 

ARTICLE V 

PROCEDURE FOR GRANTINe CHARTERS TO ASSEMBLY 
OR CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 

A. There must be at last fifteen (15) members to qualify for a 
charter. The appropriete nuteLer of signatures shall be obtained on a printed 
application foe charter. 

B. A list of tempoearry or permeneet efficere shall be submitted with 
the membership application. 

C. Assembly District Ceerter applications shell be approved by the 
Southern Region Executive Boerd, subject to final approval by the State 
Executive Board. 

D. Assembly District end Congressionel District applications shell be 
sent to the Southern Reolon Executive Board for approval subject to final 
approval by the State Executive Board, 



E. Only one charter shall be granted to each Assembly District, except 
that the State Executive Board may make exceptions when necessary. 

F. Any group not approved by the Congressional District may appeal to 
the Southern Region for approval, The Executive Board of the State Organization 
hes a right to cancel any Charter. 

G. Assembly Districts and Congressional Districts may adopt and operate 
under their own conetitutinnv ea long ae they are  not in conflict with the 
State and Southern Region Constitutions. 

ARTICLE VI  

OFFICERS  

The officers of this organization shall be 	(1) The Southern Region 
Director (2) Southern Region Vice-Director (3) Recording Secretary 
(4) Corresponding Secretary (5) Treasurer. 

ARTICLE VII 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS  

A. Southern Regd.on Directors The Southern Region Director shall preside 
at all meetings, including general membership meetings end executive board 
meetings, and shall represent the organization in public and official functions, 
except as otherwise provided for by the organization or by this Constitution. 
The Director shell coordinate and be primarily responsible for the work and 
performance of the officers elected by the general membership. He shall be 
e member, ex officio, of all committee, He shell, from time to time, appoint 
such sergennte at. arms es he deegie necessary and he shall have such further 
power and duties as may be granted to him in other articles and sections of 
this Constitution and By-Laws. The Director shall appoint such standing and 
special committees as may be required to effectuate the aims and purposes of 
the Southern Region with approval of the Executive Board. He shall be responsible 
for referring all matters reeetring committee action to the pertinent committee. 

B. Southern Region Vice-Directors: There will be five Vice Directors. 
One will be elected from each county;, Thry will be responsible for seeing that 
the Chapters in their county operate offe.e:.arely and affluiently. The Vice-
Directors will be directly rer= :ons bie to the; Director of the Southern Region. 
If the Southern Region Director vacates his office, the Vice-Director: with the 
most Chapters in his county will assume tht,  paeit on of Southern Region 
Director. In case of a tie, the Vice-Director will meet and elect e 
Southern Region Director to fill the ona ;pined torts. 
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C. Treasurers The Treeeorer shell receive all the monies paid into the 
genizetion and immediately make record of the same in the books kept by 

nim for that purpoee. He shall keep tha correct account of the financial status 

of all members with their full namee and addresses. HQ shall keep e record of 

any and all monies paid out by the organization. He shall make an itemized 

statement at all general membership meetings to the body of ell morise received 

and paid out by him. He shell file a bond with the Executive Board an security 

for the funds of the organization in euch emount at shell be fixed by the 

Executive Boerd. Any expense in securing the bond shall be borne by the 

Southern Regiort. 

D. Recording Secret:tees The Recording Secretary shall keep the oorrect 
minutes of each meeting of the body end of the Executive Somrd, and shall read 
and preserve all documents and correepondsece Under instruction of the 

Director and the Treasurer, he shall issue all summons for moetinge, special 

meetings and meetings of tha Executive Board. 

E. Corresponding Secretary s TN* Correoponding Secretory shall carry out 

the correspondence of the orgenizatioe eel eeell eesist the Recording Secretary 
and Treasurer with their woek in any meneee eequeeted by them. 

ARTICLE viii  

ECCTION  OF  OFFICRS 

A. The officers of this orgenizetion shell be sleeted annually at 
special meetings of the memberehip celled for this purpose. These elections 
shall take place at least thiety (30) deya prior  t the convention of the 

State Organization. But in ne event later than twelve (12) months from the 
previous eloctiena. Voting shell be by secret baleet. Election to office shall 

be by majority vete of thole MeiltSIS in good stendieg present and voting. 

3. To be in good et ending for purpose c being eligible to vote under 

this Article a person must have been a nembee of NAPA for at leastthirty (30) 

days prior to the election in which he seeks to vote. 

C. No candidate ia eligible for Regional office who has not been a member 

of MAPA for et lest one (1) year prior to the elections. 

ARTICLE IX 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

A. The governing'Jody cF the Southern Regioe shall be the Executive 
Board. The Executive Boeed shell te composed of the Director, Vice-Directors, 
Treasurer, Recording Secretory, Coreespondino Secretary, ell the congressional 
district directors and all the esseebly diet chairmen in the Southern Region. 

B. The Executive Onerd hail ceery cet the pnlicy of the Southern Region 

as developed by the membees. It shell heve the power to transact all business 
between meetings and to initiete nee polioiee between regular membership 
meetings, provided that such policies shall not bs inconsistent with the policy 
developed by the members and provided 'ether that any business which they 

transact must get tie approval of the eeebees at the next regular meeting before 

becoming final, if such approval is reeuested by at least fifteen (IS) general 

members. 
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C. They shall act ass a trial board and shall be unbiased and impartial 
in all trials. 

D. The Executive Board shall hold a renting at least once every two 
months. The Director shell give at least five (5) days written notice of such 
meetings and shall daaaaigaaest.e the purpose, tlee, and the place. The minutes of 
such meetings are to be read at the next regulrr membership meeting of the 
Southern Recaion. (For the purpose of compiyieg with this section, an executive 
board meeting may be held jointly with a membership meeting.) 

E. At least 25% of the members of the Executive Board 01a11 constitute 
e quorum in any meeting of the Ex>cutivé Board. 

F. The Executive Board shell supervise the officers end staff of the 
Southern Region in the parforeaoce of their duties as act. forth in Article VII. 

G. There shell be a Chairmen for each Congressional Di: trict in the 
Southern Region which stroll have been granted a charter by the State Executive 
Board. He shall hold office on (1) year, and he shall be a member of the 
Southern Region Executive Board. 

H. There shell be u Chairman for each Assembly District in the Southern 
Region which shall have been thertered by the State Executive Board. He shall 
hold office one (1) year, and he ehsall he  e member of the Southern Region 

Executive R card. 

I. A member of the Executive Board shall not during his tenure in office 
hold an appointive position of partisan Federal, State, County or municipal 
Office, unless said position shall be by virtue of civil eeruics appointment. 
An appointee may be a non-voting member of the Executive Board. 

APT 1.E, X 

RErI '. AL OF OFF 1E 

If any officer shell fail to perform his duties as an officer, or shall 
fail to respect official icial endor+ ements for political office made by the Mexican-
American Political 4aaeociation, or shell violate any of the provisions of this 

Constitution, or shall fail to attend the ravl_t .. :r dutit s of such office for a 
period of three (3) meetings, then the t_xaeutive Bard, h'í as two-thirds (2/3) 

vote of those members present and votin?, may in either ?4versc, at its option, 
declare such officer disqualified and discharged, end hie o  Y ice vacated, and 

the Executive Board Nay at envy time thereafter.:, fill the vacancy for the 
unexpired term of such officer. 
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ARTICLE XI 

MEETINCS 

A. There shell be agenerel meebership meetiog et leeet once every four 
(4) months, at least ten (10) deye eritten eetice epecifying purpose, time, 
end place must be given to all nembers prim: to the meeting. 

B. When a Conetitution Amendment in to be proposed, the text of the 
proposed amendment must be sent to the membership in the notice or the meeting. 

C. The general membership meetings shell be held in January, May, end 
September. 

D. It shall be the responsibility of the Southern Region Director to cell 
meetings of the Executive Board and general membership meetings . Should he 
fail or neglect to call such meetinge, as provided for herein, any two (2) 
officers of the Southern Region, eeing jointly, ehell proceed to call sold 
meeting. 

E. There must be at least twenty-five (25) memeerr present at a general 
membership meetiee to conetitute e quneum. 

ARTICLE XII 

ENDORSEMENTS 

A. The Southern Region shell cell e special membership meeting not 
later than thirty (".3) deya after the files of the filing date prior to each 
election in an area in which it has territorial jeriediction for the purpose 
of considering making en anderseeent. 

B. The Southern Region shell hove terOtoriel Juriadiction to make 
endorsements in  all cases where the area !e'ected includes within its boundaries 
more than one Assemhly or Congreceional District. 

C. Such e meeting  shell be held only upon at least ten  (10) days written 
notice to the membership. 

0. Only those memeers living within the gapgrephicel area of the 
Southern Region shall have the rieht to vote at such ameeting. 

E. Endorsement of a cendidate for public office must receive en 
affirmative vote of at least sixty (60%) percent of those members in good 
standing present and voting. 

F. At an endorsing convention only those members who have been duly 
enrolled in MAPA for at least thirty (30) days prior to the endorsing conven-
tion shall be deemed to be in good staGding to be eligible to vote. 
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