
Performance Directions for TIT FOR TAT 

TIT FOR TAT ca:1 be pet-formed by a solo actor/narrator or it can 
be s i mpTy-·read--by a reade r alone. 

The notation is basically like most poetry. I have used da i s in 
between stanzas and sections to he 1 p the performer gauge the propc~r 
difference i n the len gths of the silences. 

The bracketed sections indicate those portions vvhich I pe.rfo:--m faster 
than th e rest. When I perform the piece it lasts about six minutes. 

Each performer should create his or her Ovvn in~e rpretatton . Let 
the sound, me2ning a nd images of the words guide you in creating your 
performance. Avoid overly dramatic, exaggerated theatr ics . 

Also avoid the dull, pretentious, and eve r so correct sound of the 
professional narrator. 



Dedicated to 
Robie and Kathy 
Liscomb 

T U {)oft tat 

up a:t bat 

.tUJ.l._a;Un g 

:Un:tUa:ting 

:Unou. 

Pumping. 

hlgh 

.at u. 

S:Uc.R.y wic.k.e;t :Uc.ki.e. t.hlc.k.u, 

:Uc. pic.ki.e. t.ac.k.y wac.k.y ).)ac.k.y. 

Stuart Smith 

TIT ·FOR TAT (speech song for 
solo reader or 
reader . alone) 

T anwa;te.Jt {)te.o h c.Jte.bt. c.Jte.am 616 h a6 hln ).) c.al.u ).) up c.o v e.Jt up' 

pa6).) one. while. hypping ).)hoe. fuc.e. 

piping out. and a bao -6 
1 c.cVLp 

with ).)t.ftipe_d ).)f.o ve. in 

).)oot.hlng ).)moot.h hole.o 

punge.n:t . cLi.JLt 

t.e.e;th 

. ).) mdtgJto und 



juting. 

Window laR.e. ;., pCULR.fe6 

Unting onn, 

hoveiUng oveA blue. wind btac.u. 

Cap~ hp~aying no 6oam 

j uot /.s p~ng 

c.fe.an on ~oc.R. ~.:>he. o~e. betty boom. 

Loon nog c.afm. 

So 6t lapping in J.>ile.nt o perung. 
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Sap .ofuJtp mo!Ln.ing mount .tonguing we .to yellow yeilin.g hay low play, 

eng~ne gunning e~fumn .th!Lough fiaee.o .ofo.oh ~ppfe.o 

with .oun bottom gw.ten-tng up. 

My Em den fogo fogg~ng yokel -

a wood axe at heOJ7.;t -tn a box, 

now .6 hadow .taJL j cuuUng hide. 

R~de!!!! 

Wate!L u.t.teJL o.t.te!L bfot.teJL bfa,tieA .oat helL but.toek.o, 

{)!Lud wa.ohing bLd2eA .oatyfL bad helL gate; 

blew egg yofk.o bfof2-e .ooaked pub uef2.ed, 

.ouek. 

Ueh 

fLubbed 

.o.tub 

eneumbened fumbeJL, 

by hole mole, 

Sou£! 

Yeah!! 

U.oe il mu.o~e! 

Booze it ooze, fil who.oe? 

~.6 u.oe U mu.oe? 

Sfil? 

VJLum bwn fo.oe ~.>he .ohe.12e.Jr.. ~~hc.tfuvr. bfue.-.o! 
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Auntie Satie pee. 

Gevtden heaJr;t hevtden aJL:t. 

BaJtfG btac.lz 

cJLU-6 ~d . 

home 

feavthex weOvtheJLed w!UnfGted tinfGte tin. 

B!Lead cJLu.mb bum 

!.>.tit d!Lu.m. 

Who~.>e mu.~.>e? 

Booze it tit ooze? 

~!.> foJ.>e U who~.>e? 

H aJtden hea!L-t aJrX. mu.J.> ic. u.1.> e? 

Noontide cementing membeM c.ongJLega;te 

no ic.y I ~.>o elation wind go bu.bb gfL!LfL aJ.>J.> 

d'Ly ;th{_n gofden !LOdJ.> WUh !.>eedJ.> !.>p!Lay)_ng !.>p!ung c£et1YI. 

wiping ~.>in., 

no, 

J.> now meLUn. g. 

SmeUtfU_ng . 

MoJ.>J.> 

J.>WeeA: 

J.>.:tftee.t 

buxning ~iU.:th fLcUn. 
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getting up 

g e.tting in 

getting oU-t 

getting mcUt 

getting box 

getting in 

g e_t,tln g 0 u;t 

getting o t) 6 

ge;tting box 

ge_W_ng getting 

geti.ing ge_-tting 

.. 

Ring a ding ding? 

Ving a dong dong? 

Vil.£ a doe_? 

Voe_? 

·No! ! No! ! 

Sing! ! ! 

Sow with a hoe_! ! 

FoiL: 
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c_o rrU.ng ! ! 

Sta.Jtbuoting !tCU_nbow gtue ~.:Jea:tten mati:.e!L. 

Commune. 

Come_ and get a! 2 

CctU.t)towe.Jr. ~.:Jhowe.Jr. hoUJL! 

~.:JtcurLlng. 

~.:Jta!Lling oAe da!Lling. 

~.:JtcurLlng Me c.a.Jt 

c_/uut_ 

t)a.Jt 

bay 

tay 

btac.Qbtue dott battet! 

Sp!Ung. 

Come. 

UrU-on. 
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Vapo~ heat tunnel 

Satin ~.;,uttJLy oJtange watVLfi.JLe ~.;, etilng. 

Hole in ~.;,ky moon ~.;,oon. 

TwiLtght.. 

Come union 

on daJLk undeJtb~U).) h 6 u. 'L ~.;, mo Ring . 

Ribing wood JtemainJ.:,, 

engul6ing, 

~.;,nu66ing . 6~e. 

Emb~aung dMk, 

eye bec.QmU eafL . 

. Log~.;,ide 

bail loon · a tic_ 

fWW ~OJ.:, e Wing 

tidu abide. 

T~emble, 

tone doo~ 

c.JWmbung twdu, 

c.ha.Jt c.otded c_!tac_QI.;, opening in thaw. 

Stalk petal puJLple loam{_ng 6eed 

~.;,ctW dMted ice he eat. 
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Veep pine mu.d6Ume .ohine beaming .ohan.:to !Ubbon, 

meJLg ed Uqu.id Ug ht 

6an..:tom Mk. in Jtrunemelon .ok.tf 

metal .ot!Leam tape c.loLtd 

cute. rung pa.o t wing 

a.o /zing poolma.o.o ac.c.eptanc.e. 

Lou.t'.o .owa!Ld voiding 

t!Lan.o pMen..:t thJtu..oting 

ou.tboMd u.y:wa!Ld 

oak. · .o ud.o .o he he dttdo 

dawn c.and.le aLL!La 

.o~ gJLay Jteac.h c.LLp 

~n va.o t .o a u.ndL[g ht 

u.p theite liMng de..oign. 

BAA been 

ha.o been 

.o~ gin 
( 

. jenny win 

wend.le will.ing 

.oilly bill 

j e.tty c.he..o.o 

gu.e..o.oing we..ot! ..-/ 

Jumping. 
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Bye.. 

Sa;t bU. 

S~c.kl.e uc.k U .oac.k U 6a.t Uc.~, 

6~x happy ac.ne fac.key .oap me. 

Sli 6oJt fac.k 

.oup he. ,o a;t 

,6 un:tU.a:Ung 

pai.pilciting 

-cAy.o.taf. 

P ~aM,o,o~~o • 3 

Pain gfM-6 . 

Cfa,o.o~c. glow. 

NoJt t~ng, 

~gnoJte thlng whoJLe Ju11g oJt foweJL .o~ng ~gnoJte oft trdn.g who!L.e 6ung .oc.o/uz., 

.orwJte noJt .oho!Le th-Lng gone fL-LYLg oJL .o~ng whoJLe oft non ;fJung , 

,o~g oJt .o~ng gone. 
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1The 11a 11 is pronounced like gas, i.e., bass not bass 

2As if calling someone to dinner out on the range 

3Pronounce in Italian 

StuOJrX. Smdh 
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